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The Editor 
 

My goodness. For a year that seemed to drag on 
thanks to lockdowns, it sure went quick!  
Not quite as quick as the many drivers ignoring the 
60km/hr speed signs through Boisdale, but pretty fast 
nonetheless.  
Speaking of signs, we welcome back the ‘Welcome to 
Boisdale’ and ‘Welcome to Valencia Creek’ signs that 
disappeared a year or so ago.  A big thanks to 
Wellington Shire for putting us back on the map, so to 
speak. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this edition of The Bridge, you’ll find details of some 
community Christmas get-togethers. They’re a great 
opportunity to meet your neighbours for a drink and 
chat. Many of the local amenities are overseen by 
locals and that’s why our neighbourhood looks and 
feels so lovely. Without their efforts our townships 
would be a very different place.  
So come along and enjoy the sense of community that 
makes our local area special. 
Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and a 
wonderful 2022! 
 

Editors - Lisa & Helen 
 

 

 

 Briagolong Police Station 
 
 

Hard to believe another year has flown by 
already. 2021 obviously has presented 
another set of challenges dealing with COVID 

-19. We can only hope that with our vaccination rates, 
lockdowns and restrictions will not continue in to 2022. 
Please be aware that with the onset of summer, and 
despite a very wet spring, fire restrictions will come 
into force at some stage in the near future.  
Please familiarise yourselves through the CFA website 
as to what is allowed and what isn’t once restrictions  

 
come into force. Victoria Police will again have a  
strong commitment to road safety throughout the 
festive period so please drive safely and if you are 
intending on having a few drinks then alternative 
arrangements for transport need to be implemented. 
 
 

 I hope everyone has a fabulous Christmas and New 
Year and I look forward to assisting in keeping 
everyone safe and well throughout this period. 
 

Stuart Brewer | Senior Constable  
Officer In Charge Briagolong Police Station 
 

Thank you from the Brown Family 

 
 

There are too many people to thank personally, 
and no words can truly express a heartfelt thankyou to 
every person on the love, sympathy, support, thoughtful 
deeds, voucher (Woolworths), flowers, food, visits, kind 
words and compassion that has been given to us on 
the tragic passing of Ted on 21st June 2021.  
Also to everyone attending the service for Ted, we 
have been overwhelmed and appreciate the beautiful 
people of Boisdale's Community. 

 

He's left us all so heartbroken and a gaping hole in our 
lives that we all must live with. 
Thank you so much every one. 

 
 

Lyne, Kylie & Mark, Lisa, Nigel & Nicole & Matt and 

families. 

 

BOISDALE GARDEN CLUB 
 

For our last meeting, members joined in 

with the public visiting the two beautiful 

gardens involved in the local Open 

Gardens in Maffra on 6th November. 

 

Our Christmas Get together will be held at the “Graze” 

restaurant at the Sale Greyhounds on Saturday 4th 

December at midday. 

We all look forward to hopefully getting back to our 

normal meetings, activities, and outings next year when 

COVID restrictions ease. Happy Christmas to everyone 

and all the best for a safe and healthy New Year.  
 

Joy Morley - 5145 4225 
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Congratulations to Valencia Creek’s Rachel 
Dawkins on being awarded the National Medal  
 
 

The award recognises ‘diligent long 
service of individuals in organisations, 
including government and emergency 
services that protect life and property.’  
Rachel worked in the media area in 
DELWP during the last bushfire event, as 
well as many others over the years.  
She thanked all her friends and colleagues 

who have worked in Public Information in our 
organisations, media and communities.  
Ed: Well done Rachel, a great effort. 

 

Boisdale & District Progress Assoc. 
 

The Progress Assoc. Meeting due to be held 
on Wednesday 24th November was cancelled 

due to members being away. But we have organised 
an informal Christmas Get-together at the Boisdale 
Hall on Friday 10th December from 5.30 - 7.30pm. 
See flyer on rear page. Just come along, bring a drink 
and some nibbles and catch up with friends and 
neighbours. We will have a small Christmas raffle to be 
drawn on the night and will present some community 
thankyous.  
Valencia Creek will hold their Community Christmas 
Tree on Friday 17th December from 5.30pm 
onwards. It's wonderful to see some of the younger 
residents organising the event. 
We will have our usual Christmas Hamper, which will 
be drawn at Valencia Creek Christmas Tree. 
A basket for goods will be left at the Boisdale Post 
Office along with raffle tickets, if you can add some 
Christmas goodies. 
Due to the year we've experienced, we're not doing the 
Quiet Achiever Award again this year, but sincerely 
thank all who support our local communities.  

 

May 2022 will be a great year for you and your family. 

 

Judy Traill (Chair) - 0400 443 167 

 
 

Boisdale-Briagolong Red Cross 
 

The Red Cross Christmas Luncheon will be 
held on Thursday 2nd December, 12md at the 

Briagolong Hotel Senior's Lunch.  $15 per head. 
Please bring a small gift to the value of $5 to exchange.  
We may also organise a day raffle before Christmas to 
support Red Cross activities. 
Contact - Helen Montague - 0448 349 420 

 
 
Members of the 
Maffra Men's 
Shed enjoying 
morning tea 
with the Tai Chi 
Group after 
delivering the 
newly made 
seats to the 
front of the hall. 

Boisdale Stables 

 

Hopefully by December 
next year we will be able 
to have a Christmas 
celebration in the 
Stables for the local community.  

We now have lights and power to the new 
toilet block, and the floor coverings have been laid 
thanks to Maffra Floors. Now the plumbers can install 
the toilets and basins, so it's all coming together. 

 

We still need to collect and clean more bricks to line the 
floor of the display shed and have a big clean up, so 
hopefully we can fit in another working bee before 
Christmas. 
 

A huge thankyou to Peter Brown, our tradespeople and 
the wonderful team of local volunteers, who have 
attended working bees and accomplished so much. 

 

It's amazing what our small community can achieve. 
 
 

Looking forward to the New Year when hopefully the 
Stables will bring new and exciting events to the 
community. 
 

 

Again we acknowledge the Latrobe Valley Authority for 
the funding for the construction project.  

 

Helen Montague (Secretary- Stables 
Sub Committee) 0448 349 420 

 
 
              

                                                  From our local CFA Brigades 

 
 

                                                   We seem to be more involved with floods than                     
fires of late. Just reinforcing the messaging from SES, 
our local river conditions rise very quickly, so do not 
drive through flood waters. 
A reminder that the Valencia Creek-Briagolong Road 
will remain closed for many months due to a land slip at 
Gentle Annie, access is available via the Bushy Park 
Road. 
Fire restrictions haven't been announced to date, so 
please check your local papers and CFA website / local 
facebook sites for future details. 

 

Again it only takes a few hot days for all this grass to 
dry out, so keep your fire preparations happening. 
And a reminder to farmers to monitor your haystacks 
and check your  baling equipment as conditions 
become drier. 
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/how-to-
prepare-your-property 

 

For Valencia Creek CFA members a general 
meeting will be held at the station on Monday  
13 December at 7.30pm in preparation for the 
coming season. 
Talk with your local Captains if you need further 
preparedness information. 
Wishing you all a safe Christmas & New Year. 

 

 
 

Your local Captains: 

 

Boisdale: Paul Chilton - 0418 354 224 
Valencia Creek: David Montague - 0427 454 207 
 

 

https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/how-to-prepare-your-property
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/how-to-prepare-your-property


3 

 

PARTY TIME AT VALENCIA CREEK:  
Valencia Soldier's Memorial Hall 

 
 The Valencia Creek Christmas 
Tree will be held on Friday 
17th December from 5.30pm.  
BYO food & drinks, BBQ 
available. Tea & coffee provided.  

 

Games for the children and 
Santa will visit at 8pm. No gifts, 
but lollies and icy poles provided. 

Contact Danielle Reeves - 0400 691 055 for further 
details. See flyer on rear page. 
https://www.facebook.com/valenciacreekhall  

 
AND… NEW YEAR'S EVE AT 
VALENCIA CREEK 
The Briag. Bush Band will entertain 
everyone at Valencia Hall on Friday 

31st December from 8.30pm. $35/head, no charge for 
children under 12. Monster raffle. Tea & coffee 
provided. BBQs available for those who want to cook 
their tea. COVID regulations apply, including QR code 
registration and proof of vaccinations.  
 
 

Bookings to Garry Rose on 0439 454 428 

 
 
 

 AND… 

 
 

Garry has a new album 
coming out next week called 
"Make Your Move” $20 ea. 
The album has some well 
known favourites and some 
new songs.  
‘Make Your Move’ is 
available at shows or 
contact Garry on  

0439 454 428 or gmgrose@gmail.com   

 

Ed: Well done Garry, a Great Christmas present. 
 
 

Boisdale & District History Group (B&DHG) 

 

It's been a busy couple of months for the History 
Group. We have been involved in a project with 
Stretton Park and every three months we put a new 
display in the shelving around their new Café. 
The first display was vintage kitchen memorabilia, this 
has now been changed to Toys and Games. The 
residents are enjoying seeing the old wares. 

 

The cabinet in the 
foyer at the 
Boisdale Hall now 
displays the 
kitchen 
memorabilia. 

 

 

 

B&DHG 
supporters, Lynda 
Wright, Katherine 
Crooke & Helen 
Montague with 
the new display at 
Stretton Park. 

 

Passing of a former resident 

 
 

We have been notified by members of the Boundy 
family that Beryl passed away on 20 November, aged 
95 years. Beryl was the wife of Keith Boundy, who 
taught at Boisdale Consolidated for many years. Keith 
passed away in 2018.  
Her obituary read: Beautiful Beryl died peacefully in her 
sleep after a long and wonderful life of giving care and 
kindness to all she touched. 
She will be fondly remembered by many in the local 
community. Our sympathy to all the family.  
 

Helen Montague - B&DHG 0448 349 420 

 
 

The Birdman of Boisdale 
Rufous Whistler 

 
 
 

This good 'lookin’ fella was snapped on the bridge on 
Lagoon Lane in Boisdale.  
The Rufous Whistler is one of Australia’s finest 
songsters, and its far-carrying, rich, musical song can 
be heard throughout most of Australia. This song is 
sometimes triggered by a loud noise, such as a clap of 
thunder, gunshot or passing train or car, though the 
response is reduced if the sound is repeated. This has 
led to the species sometimes being referred to as the 
‘thunder bird’. The song is characterised by repeated 
whip-cracks interspersed with a variety of whistles and 
trills given at various volumes, rhythms, and tempos. 
Description 
The Rufous Whistler is a stocky bird with a large head, 
short stubby bill and a narrow, relatively long tail with a 
square or slightly forked tip. The sexes differ, with the  
male dark-grey above with a white throat, black breast 
and a reddish underbody. Many males also have a 
black face mask (except in northern subspecies). 
Females are dull grey to brown, with streaked 
underparts. Young birds are much redder than adults 
and have heavily streaked underparts. 
The male Rufous Whistler is quite distinctive with its 
reddish underparts, grey head and white throat, 
combined with black mask (over most of range). The 
female and immature birds can be distinguished from 
most other whistlers by heavy streaking on the 
underparts. 
Habitat 
The Rufous Whistler is found in forests, woodlands and 
shrub lands, with a shrubby understorey. Is also found     
in gardens and farmland with some trees, and in 
remnant bushland patches. 

https://www.facebook.com/valenciacreekhall
mailto:gmgrose@gmail.com
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The Rufous Whistler mainly eats insects, and 
sometimes seeds, fruit or leaves. It usually forages at 
higher levels than other whistlers, and rarely is seen on 
the ground. 
Breeding 
The Rufous Whistler breeds in monogamous pairs, and 
both sexes incubate the eggs and care for the young. 
The female builds a fragile, cup-shaped nest from 
twigs, grass, vines and other materials, bound and 
attached to a tree fork with spider web. Two broods 
may be produced in a season. 

 

The Eventurers - Boisdale photographers Ian and 
Velta Fellowes specialise in event photography.   
M: 0427 472 451 
 
WOW! Boisdale resident Ian Fellowes snapped this 
incredible double rainbow over Boisdale. 
 

 
 
 

Boisdale Consolidated School 
 

The school has welcomed a new Assistant Principal. 
Belinda Marshall taught Health and Physical 
Education, Science, Mathematics and Ag Science at 
Maffra SC for a number of years. 
Ms Marshall says, “During this time I work closely with 
students outside the classroom as a Year Level 
coordinator/Team Leader. 
 Having grown up in the local area, I have already seen 
lots of familiar faces and have spent part of this week 
getting to know the students in the classroom. Outside 
of school my family run a small Speckle Park stud and I 
enjoy watching my kids play sport and coach their 
basketball sides in Maffra. I am an active member of 
the Boisdale/Briagolong FNC having played both 
netball and women’s football – however my body is well 
and truly telling me it might be time to hang up the 
boots.” 

 

The Boisdale Recreation Reserve  
The Committee held its AGM on November 9th. 
Office Bearers are: President, Judy Traill, Secretary, 
Duncan Malcolm, Treasurer, Kathy Malcolm, 
Maintenance Officer, John Lees. All present plus 
apologies, will comprise the committee for the next 
year. 
Some of the issues discussed at the meeting: 

 Development of a plan for a better and safer 
grounds entry and exit. 

 Establishment of a second netball court to cater for 
the congestion on game days. 

 Seek funds for the purchase of an electronic 
scoreboard for the oval. 

 Seek funds for a raised, standalone time keepers 
box at the oval. 

 Possible purchase of a jointly owned mower in 
conjunction with the Hall Committee and Progress 
Association to reduce the wear and tear on the 
private mowers currently being used by volunteers. 
The mower would be used for the Reserve grounds 
outside the oval, other areas including, the 
playground, Hall, front of Stables etc. 

 

 
 

The Recreation Reserve Committee and the BBFNC, 
are seeking expressions of interest for a someone local 
to clean the Social Rooms, Change Rooms and toilets. 
Interested parties would need their own ABN and 
negotiate their terms after consultation with the Rec. 
Res. Committee and BBFNC re the extent of the role.  
 

Please contact Duncan Malcolm on 0402 077 111 
for further information. 
 

Boisdale-Briagolong Football Netball Club 
 
 

By all reports, it was a good night at the presentation 
night for our local club. Well done to the 2021 Best and 
Fairest Award winners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And well done to all the 2021 Youth Girls Football 
Award Winners: 
Madi Shingles (Best and Fairest), Milla Bennett (R/U 
B& F), Jasmine Snowden (Most Consistent), Mia Alen 
(Best Utility), Macey Gorfine (Most Determined) and 
Maddy Dalton (Most Improved) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/boisdalebriagolong 

Ed: I Love that there’s a ‘most determined’ 
acknowledgement. Congrats Macey! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/boisdalebriagolong
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St Georges Anglican Church, Boisdale 
 

Join us for our Christmas Eve Service on Friday 24 

December at 8pm at St Georges, Boisdale (at the cross 

roads).  

It's a lovely communion service with carol singing 

celebrating the joy of Christmas. See flyer below. 
 

 

Also St Johns Anglican Church, will hold their 

Christmas Fair on Saturday 4th December in the 

church grounds, Thompson St, Maffra. 

 

Local author pens third edition 
Garry Rose wasn’t the only local who has been 
creatively productive during the 2021 lockdowns. 
Boisdale author Lisa Herbert has just released the third 
edition of her cheery funeral planning workbook, The 
Bottom Drawer Book: the after death action plan. 
Find out more at www.thebottomdrawerbook.com.au 
Or email LisainBoisdale@gmail.com.  
She’s offering the book locally for $25.The book is 
certain to spark interesting and important discussions 
when the family is together at Christmas. 
 

 
 
Ripper and Wally weren’t too keen to be part of Lisa’s 
recent promotional photo shoot. 

 
 

Ass. Ed: Well done Lisa. What a talented community 
we live in! 
 

 

Maffra & District Community Bank 
 

Junior Ambassador Scholarship 
 
Maffra & District Community Bank 
Directors have interviewed Year 
11 Maffra Secondary College 
students for the Junior 
Ambassador Scholarship for 
2022. This includes a $1500 
scholarship toward their Year 12 
studies and involvement in Bank 
Board's activities.  
The successful candidate will be 
announced soon.  

Watch out for our exciting 12 days of Christmas 
Promotion coming up in December.   
 

 

Call in and talk with our friendly staff about any of your 
banking issues and follow us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/communitybankmaffradistrict 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Getting involved in The Bridge 
 
 

Articles for The Bridge are due in by the last week of 
each month. There won’t be a January edition so we’ll 
appreciate your input for the February edition.  
 

Send your submissions to Helen at 
dhmontague@bigpond.com as Lisa’s tenure comes to 
an end, we’re looking for a new editor of The Bridge. 
 

Please get in touch with Helen if you’d like to be 
involved. Ass.Ed. Lisa you've done such a 
wonderful job, how about another year!! 
 

If you would like to be on our email distribution list for 
an electronic, coloured copy, email Helen or phone on 
0448 349 420. Hard copies are 
available at the Boisdale P.O.  
 

The Bridge is very appreciative of 
Wellington Shire Council for the Quick 
Response Grant for this newsletter. 
This grant enables us to produce, print 
and distribute this publication. 

The Urban Loft - Rachael Keane 

 

Call Rachael for you Christmas trims, new salon in 
Mather's Road, Valencia Creek. Offering women's 
and men's haircuts, eyelash extensions, eyebrow 
and lash tinting and waxing. Just message 
Rachael on 0417 734 365 to make an 
appointment. Open Mondays and Thursday 
afternoons. 

 

http://www.thebottomdrawerbook.com.au/
mailto:LisainBoisdale@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/communitybankmaffradistrict
mailto:dhmontague@bigpond.com
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      You are invited to our Christmas Events  

 
 
 

Just 

Just admit 
it …we're 

lost! 


