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the   

Ph. 5182 6294   

292 Commercial Rd 

Yarram 3971  

yclc@dcsi.net.au 

The Drum is published on 

the 1st of each month  

No. 123 June 2021 

Neighbourhood House Week 

8th-14th May 

House is open 

Tuesday — Friday 

9.30am—3.30pm 
 

Centrelink  

Tuesday—Thursday 

10am—2pm 
 

Mens Shed 

Tues & Wed 

8.30am—3.30pm 

WE HAVE A VISION OF AN 

ENABLED AND CREATIVE 

COMMUNITY, VALUING 

INCLUSION 

Thanks to those who came and helped us 

celebrate Neighbourhood House week this 

year with a lunch at the House.  
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Community Meals 

Our community Meals and Foodbank are now 

available on  

Fridays 12-2pm. 

If you know of anyone who may want a meal, 

but can’t get in to the house, give us a call and 

we can arrange delivery in Yarram. 

Our meals are made by volunteers using ingredi-

ents donated by the kind people of Yarram and 

also from Secondbite. 

Thanks to Ian & Margaret who collect the food 

from the trolley at Woolies and deliver it to the 

house. 

Thanks also to Secondbite who have given us an 

enormous freezer to store our meals in. 
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Check opening times due to 

Covid restrictions. 

The ‘Renting for all” 

exhibition has been 

cancelled. 

July is Schools Month 
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 Yarram Circular Economy event  

Story & photos by Andrew Lester & Linda Ballis 

 Yarram Community Energy hosted the Circular Economy event on 23rd May 

2021.  

It started with tours of the Radial Timber mill. As the first tour at 10.00am was 

so well attended the attendees were split into 2 groups. One group heard from 

Chris McEvoy, director of the Radial Timber Mill about how the radial timber mill 

concept developed and how it improves the yields of the timber being used and 

reduces wastage in the milling process. He also talked about the sustainable tim-

ber plantations they have available to make sure the mill is viable well into the 

future.  

This group then heard from Brendan Lindstrom from Regenerative Resources, 

supported by Linda Ballis from GridEdge about the proposed Yarram Renewable 

Energy Park. Stage 1 of the park’s development involves a Pyrolysis unit backed 

with SoNick Battery storage to process the timber waste at the mill and provide 

energy to the mill as well as bio products that can create new business opportu-

nities for Yarram new businesses. A research facility will also be part of this 

stage where universities and other education or research facilities can utilize the pyrolysis machine for their own 

research and education.  

Another proposal for the park or stage 2 is a solar energy installation, again backed by SoNick Battery storage to 

provide more energy to the mill and also via a “community benefit sharing model” ongoing income to the Yarram 

Community Energy group to provide renewable energy projects in Yarram.  

Further stages will involve a larger pyrolysis unit to process more of the timber waste from the mill and from onsite 

at the timber plantations to provide more energy for the mill and make the mill a closed loop business. Hot houses 

or other similar businesses can be co-located on site to utilize the energy supplied or the heating that can be pro-

vided from the bio-crude oil. Eventually a neighborhood battery can be installed to provide power for the wider 

Yarram district.  

Tony Britton, the Radial timber mill manager then took this group on a tour through the mill and explained the mills 

operations including the shed where the proposed community solar installation will be mounted. For many Yarram 

residents this was a great opportunity to see what has happened in the mill over the last 10 years.  

These 2 groups then swapped over and then another group at 11am repeated the process. The days events then 

continued at the Regent theatre in the main street of Yarram with a number of displays where people could talk to 

various stall holders about a variety of aspects of transitioning to a circular economy for Yarram and surrounding 

areas. These stalls included information for residents, 
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These stalls included Radial timber mill and Heartwood plantations, Glawac and Warrigunya Gunaikurnai Land and 

Waters Aboriginal Corporation, Star of the South, Yarram Yarram Landcare Network, Farmers for Climate Action, 

Wellington Shire, Gippsland Climate Change Network, Gippsland Tafe, Solar Victoria, Department of Environment, 

Land, Water and Planning, Latrobe Valley Authority and Gippsland Smart Specialisation, Radial Timber Renewable 

Energy Park, GridEdge Battery Solutions  Outside, Ian Southall from GCCN had his renewable energy trailer which is 

used to showcase various renewable energy technologies and how they work. Ian takes this trailer to various 

events and schools where he has a program that can be delivered to various grade levels.  

From 1pm there were a number of talks and this section of the afternoon was chaired by Matt Langdon of Yarram 

Traders Association. These started with a welcome from the Wellington Shire mayor, Garry Stephens followed by a 

presentation from Scott Elliot from Yarram Yarram Landcare about their blue carbon project at Corner inlet and 

how this can fit into a circular economy. Andrew Lester from Yarram Community Energy Group than gave a short 

talk about the newly formed group and what we hope to achieve in Yarram including getting members from Yarram 

to join the project and move it forward with their own areas of expertise.  

Matt Charles-Jones, founding member of Totally Renewable Yackandandah then gave a talk about how their renew-

able energy group started and how they have moved forward towards an aim of being 100% renewable by 2022. 

This involved educating people about energy efficiency measures they can take in their own homes to reduce ener-

gy consumption and putting solar PV installations and/or batteries on homes and businesses. The group has also 

been involved in making several local buildings, like the fire sta-

tion energy independent in case of an emergency. They have 

recently installed a community battery, called Yack-01 as a fur-

ther step towards the 100% renewable goal for energy security.  

A panel discussion was next with Matt Charles-Jones, Chris 

McEvoy, Scott Elliot and Andrew Lester where members of the 

audience asked questions of the various presenters.  

This turned out to be a very successful day with many residents 

of Yarram and surrounding areas showing interest in becoming 

involved in the Yarram community energy group. We are hop-

ing to convene in a couple of weeks with the many people that 

have expressed interest in becoming part of the Yarram Com-

munity Energy Group journey to introduce Renewable energy 

to Yarram. Currently we are looking at 20th June. If you are in-

terested in joining us please send us your email address to 

team@yarramcommunityenergy.com so we can keep you in-

formed or contact Andrew on 0467 544 248.  



 

The Drum June 2021 Issue 123                                                                                                                                                                    7 

Wellington Shire Council librarians hit major milestones  

Two Wellington Shire Council librarians were celebrated this month for achieving major service 

milestones.   Margaret Payne, who works at both Yarram and Sale libraries, was recognised for 45 years 

of service, while Michelle Selzer was acknowledged for 35 years of service, almost 30 of those years spent 

as Yarram’s Library Officer in Charge.  

 “It’s an amazing job,” Margaret says. “You meet wonderful people and you help people out. I love 
everything about it.”  

 “All of my friends have had multiple jobs and they say ‘How can you stay in the same job for so many 
years?’,” Michelle says.  “But things have changed so much in my 35 years. We didn’t even have 
computers back when I started. We’re all learning new things, new skills and moving forward.”  

 Wellington Shire Council's start-of-the-art libraries at Yarram Hub (which opened in 2014) and Port of Sale 
(2018), are both bright community spaces that serve as far more than just a place to borrow a book.  

 But when Margaret Kay, as she was then known, reported to Yarram Library on Commercial Road for her 
first day of work on Monday morning, 23 February 1976, she entered a drafty and uninviting 1950s brick 
building.  

 “The old Yarram Library was really bad,” says Margaret. “It was two-storey with open windows – and it 
was very, very cold."    

 She recalls that in winter, library staff would wear fingerless woolen gloves to do cataloguing duties. “And 
if someone dropped a catalogue card drawer – and people did – it would take us hours to put them back 
in.”  

 Margaret had worked her way up to the role of Branch Officer in Charge when the library hired Michelle 
Rogers, now Michelle Selzer, to start, straight from school, in 1986.    

 “I did work experience at the library with Margaret when I was in Year 10,” Michelle says. “And I was lucky 
enough when I finished Year 12 to then get the job there.”  

Michelle recalls that the children’s area was sited at the top of the former building's steep stairs, so the 
quiet of the library would occasionally be disturbed by the clatter of a toddler tumbling down the steps.    

 More than a decade later, Marg had children herself and she decided to give up her full-time role at the 
library and become a casual employee, which she has continued to do since.  

 “While having children prompted me to go part-time, I think sometimes you get to an age where it’s good 
to have new blood come in. And that was Michelle.”  

 This has meant that since the early 1990s, Margaret has worked for Michelle, the Library Officer in 
Charge.  

 Technology and the internet have transformed the way words are consumed and the way libraries 
operate, so Michelle and Margaret now work at dynamic spaces that connect locals to the world via vast 
databases and online connections to other libraries.    

 Their roles are now often about helping people to use 
online tools, audio books and digital resources.  

 “I even get the occasional person who says ‘Do people 
read books?’,” Margaret says. “It really happens.”  

 But there is one group of library visitors who still crave 
words on paper.  

 “Little kids still love books,” says Michelle, who helps run 
the Rock, Rhythm & Rhyme program for kids aged three 
and under.    

 Michelle keeps a treasure trove of children’s books for 
her programming and shares them by sitting on the floor 
and interacting with little people.  

 It is a program that fosters a love of books, reading and 
libraries, and might even inspire a few pint-sized 
Wellington Shire locals to develop a passion to become a 
librarian.    
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Easter in Yarram Wellington Libraries 

Storybox 

Our public libraries 
have a subscription 
to the wonderful Storybox app, that is free for you to 
use with your local library membership. 

Storybox gives 24/7 access to a world of children’s 
stories – it’s Storytime, Anytime! 

All content is Australian, with 364 stories read by 
renowned authors, illustrators, actors, performers 
and personalities. 

It’s ad-free, safe, educational screen time! 

  Borrowbox 

The BorrowBox app makes it easy to 
browse, borrow and listen to your 
library's eAudiobooks and eBooks 
anywhere, everywhere. Borrow 
eBooks and eAudiobooks free from 
your library using the BorrowBox app. 
Say hello to your future library, 
wherever you are, whenever you are 
free.  

60th YARRAM EISTEDDFOD 
MONDAY AUGUST 2nd to 

MONDAY AUGUST 9th 2021 
ENTRIES CLOSE - 1st JUNE 2021. 

Celebrating its 60th Anniversary this year, the 
Yarram Eisteddfod encompasses vocal, choral, 
drama, piano and instrumental sections as well as 
a unique Gala Night competition on Saturday night. 
It provides a wonderful opportunity for 
competitors to perform in a warm and encouraging 
atmosphere. Entries open soon 
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It is important to look after 

yourself physically and 

Mentally. There is help out 

there if you need it.   

If you need someone to talk 

to, please call one of the 

organisations below. 
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As a result of grant funding received, Gippsland Disability Advocacy are establishing Peer 
Led Support groups for people with disability across a number of towns in Gippsland, one of 
which is Yarram.  

We hope to have enough interest to begin monthly meetings at the Yarram Neighbourhood 
House in June sometime.  

This is an exciting project which will provide an opportunity for people with disabilities to 
come together to: make new friends and help each other, build confidence to reach your 
goals, get connected to your local community and have your voice heard so your communi-
ty can learn how to better support you.  

To communicate your interest in joining our group and to have any questions answered, 
please contact Rebekah on 0447 033 967 or email to rebekahclarke@gdai.org.au 

mailto:rebekahclarke@gdai.org.au
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Yarram Mens Shed—New Equipment 

Thanks to the Australian Mens Shed 

Association and the Australian 

Government, the Mens Shed received a 

grant to purchase a new table saw, joiner 

planer and some dust extraction units.  

The boys at the shed are 

enjoying using the new 

equipment and can’t wait to 

create some wonderful products. 
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Media Release 
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Yarram Courthouse Gallery Inc 

Bettine Dijs 0408 695 452 

Membership: Electronic $10pa,  

Postal $20pa. Open daily 10am-3pm 

www.yarramcourthousegallery.com 

Yarram Lions Club 

Lions Secretary 0427 825 794 

lionsyarram@gmail.com 

Meets 2nd & 4th Monday of each 

month at The Lions Den, 16 Railway 

Ave, Yarram 

Yarram Mens Shed 

Rob 5182 5218 

yclcworkshop@dcsi.net.au 

Open every Tuesday & Wednesday 

during school terms 8.30am-3pm 

All Men Welcome 22 Bland St Yarram  

Yarram RSL 

Sec  0455 660 298 

Dinner Club meeting - 3rd Monday 

6pm Contact Sec for venue 

Yarram Scouts 

Cathy Cook 0427 951 474 

Joeys (5-7yo) Wed 5.30-6.30pm 

Cubs (7-11yo) Thurs 5.30-7pm 

Scouts (11-15yo) Tues 6.30-8.30pm 

Yarram Senior Citizens Inc 

Louise Hopkins 0408 168 323  

Meet every 2nd Wednesday of the 

month 

Open Mon, Wed &Thurs 1-3pm 

Yarram U3A 

Marj Brosche 5183 2481 

marjoriebrosche@bigpond.com 

Meet 2nd Monday of the month 

11am at the Country Club 

Yarram Yarram Landcare Network 

Scott Elliott 0467 000 935 

yyln@wgcma.vic.gov.au 

Yarram Genealogy Group Inc 

Esme Rash 0428 614 742 

Open every Friday 12-3pm 

4 Carpenter St, Yarram 

 

Community Craft Group 

Secretary Sarah Gregory  

0429 173 667 

1st Thursday of Month  

Yarram Sec College   7pm start 

Friends of Tarra Bulga NP Inc 

David Akers 0488 035 314 

friendoftarrabulga@gmail.com 

Volunteers help to run the visitors 

centre. Calendar from 

www.friendsoftarrabulga.org.au 

Focus on Gardening 

Judy McLachlan Ph 0437 771 645 

Meets at 10am on the 1st Friday of 

the month at various local gardens 

Good Times Motoring Club of  

Yarram Inc 

Meets last Sunday of every month at 

The Yarram Hub 156 Grant St  

PO Box 113 Yarram3971 

goodtimescarclub@outlook.com  

Men’s Monthly Breakfast 

Tom Reakes 5185 1413 

4th Saturday of each month at 8am 

Feb-Nov at Regent Theatre Supper 

Rooms, Grant St (Back of Regent 

Theatre) reakes@skymesh.com.au 

Mirridong Services Inc 

Doreen Milne 5182 5750 

Hours: 8.30am-4pm Mon-Fri 

info@mirridong.com.au 

NightingaleParkSociety 

Gary Stephens 0419 953 004 

Michelle Graham 0418 297 830 

Meets Bi-monthly 6pm on the 3rd 

Wednesday at Anglican Church Hall 

Port Albert Fishing Club 

Ian (Blackie) Blackmore 0429998799 

Monthly competitions and social 

gatherings. Affordable family or 

individual membership 

portalbertfishingclub@gmail.com 

Port Albert Yacht Club 

Andrew MacAulay 0417 106 279 

andrewsmacaulay@gmail.com  

Sailing most Sunday October-May 

Port Albert Yacht Club, Bay St 

The Probus Club of Yarram 

Jan Missen (Secretary) 5187 1263 

Meets 4th Wed of each month at 10am at 

Presbyterian Church Hall 

Prom Produce & Craft Market 

Glenda 0438 044 346 

More than 200 stalls Home produce, Arts 

& Crafts, Plants, Food Stalls. Entry $2/

person See ad for 2021 Dates 

The Rotary Club of  Yarram 

Diane Hennig 5182 5625 

Meets at 6pm every Wed night Yarram 

Country Club 

rotaryyarram@gmail.com  

Tarra Festival Committee 

President—Kim Hatton 0434 242 567 

Meets 1st Mon of month 7pm for 7.30 

start, Yarram Country Club 

Woodside FNC 

Ashley Walpole 0401 379 599 

Meeting 1st Tuesday of the month 

Juniors & Senior Football & Netball teams 

Yarram Apex Club 

Daniel Leadoux 0427 891 319 

Meets 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month 

Yarram Agricultural Society Inc 

Joanne Milne 0416 243 505  

Joane.milne@bendigoadelaide.com.au 

Meets at 7pm 2nd Monday of each 

month at The Yarram Country Club 

Yarram & District Historical Society 

Cheryl Howie 0428 825 357 

Historical Rooms, 40 Commercial Rd 

(former Murray Goulburn Factory) 

PO Box 213 Yarram 3971 

Secretary : research.ydhs@gmail.com 

Open Wed 11am-3pm or by appointment 

Yarram Branch—Country Womens 

Association of Victoria Inc 

Beth Shay 5182 6046 

Meets - General meeting - 2nd Friday in 

each month 

Craft Group - 1st Tuesday in each month 

 

Community Groups in Yarram & District 

mailto:goodtimescarclub@outlook.com

