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The Editor 
 

 

It is wonderful to have new residents who are keen to 

be involved in our communities. Please meet Lisa, our 

new editor for the Bridge, who is bring her journalistic 

skills to support our newsletter. 

 

A huge thanks again to Ken for his work as co-editor 

and his involvement with many community activities, 

we will undoubtedly engage his expertise for future 

projects. 

 

MEET THE NEW CO-EDITOR 

 

Ken Robert's move from Boisdale to Maffra left an 

opening at the editorial offices* at The Bridge. Keen to 

find out more about her new community, Lisa Herbert 

is sitting in the editor's chair for the next 12 months. 

Lisa moved to Gippsland from Queensland early last 

year to assist those impacted by the 'Black Summer' 

fires in East Gippsland and the North East.  
She's a keen death literacy advocate, having 

published an unexpectedly amusing funeral planning 

guide. She also writes an associated blog - 

thebottomdrawerbook.blog. 

 

*There are no editorial offices but if you've got some 

room on your kitchen table or laptop and would like to 

contribute to The Bridge, please get in touch via 

LisainBoisdale@gmail.com 

 

Editors - Lisa & Helen 

 

Lisa & Helen paid a visit to Boisdale Consolidated 

School and received a grand tour by Principal Daniel 

Clark and learnt some of Daniel's story.  

 

Boisdale Consolidated School 
Meet the Principal 
 

‘Why are you talking like that?’ and ‘you sound funny’ 

were the innocent comments from prep students upon 

meeting and hearing Boisdale Consolidated School 

principal Daniel Clark.  

Born just outside of Glasgow, Dan took the helm at 

the school in mid-2019 and the students are now used 

to the slight accent. Dan emigrated to Australia from a 

small Scottish island called Isle of Lewis 16 years ago, 

a place he still considers as ‘home’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It’s very rural with lots of crofts (parcels of farmland, 

in this case sheep farms) and no chain stores like 

McDonalds. The main employers are the offshore oil 

and fishing industries,” he said. 

The population of 

the island and the 

several smaller 

islands that 

surround it is about 

18,000 people.  

“It’s very religious. 

My family moved 

there when I was 

five and one of the 

first weekends we 

were there my mum 

and dad put the 

washing out on a 

Sunday. They got 

in trouble with the 

neighbours. It’s relaxed a bit these days but there are 

still people there who won’t use electricity on a 

Sunday. 
 

 

“To get to the island it’s a 2¾ hour ferry ride from the 

mainland (Ullapool / Inverness) or an hour flight, and 

for a long time there was no transport on or off the 

island, except for emergencies, on a Sunday.” 
 

 

Incredibly, not far from where Dan grew up, on 

another small isle south of the Isle of Lewis, is the 

village of Lochboisdale. And yes, our own Boisdale 

was thought to be named after that village. 

 

 

Dan was 15 when he and his family emigrated to 

Traralgon in 2005 to join extended family. It was there 

he met his wife, Ebony.  

 

 

He taught at Stockdale Road Primary School in 

Traralgon for five years before becoming a numeracy 

learning specialist in Bairnsdale. After 18 months in 

that role, he then moved to Boisdale as principal. 

 

 

In next month’s edition of The Bridge, we’ll delve into 

Dan’s plans for the school, its farmland, and the 

school’s 70th Anniversary Celebrations this year.   
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Boisdale Garden Club 
On Saturday 10th April we will meet at 

the Boisdale Hall at 12.30 p.m. travel to 

Perry Bridge to view a vegetable farm and visit the 

Ramahyuck Cemetery nearby. This will be followed by 

afternoon tea at Wa-de-lock Cafe, Stratford. 

 

Members will be joining other clubs on Wednesday 

12th May at the Annual Conference of the East 

Gippsland Garden Clubs at Orbost. We have hired a 

bus and there may be seats available so contact Joy 

on 51454225 or Mob. 0429 036 999 if you would like 

to join us. New members are always welcome. 

 Joy Morley - 5145 4225 

 
 

NEED SOME BULBS? 
The Boisdale Consolidated School is running a bulb 
fundraiser. Order from a large assortment of bulbs by 
April 16 here: 
https://www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/BOISDALECS  

 
 

 

Boisdale & District Progress Assoc. Inc. 
 

 What's ahead for Boisdale and District 
in the Council Plan? 

 

Bodye Darvill from Council was at the 

recent Boisdale & District Progress 

meeting to ‘pick the brains’ of locals as 

part of development of the 2021-2025 

Wellington Shire Council Plan. The plan is revised 

every four years and guides the future direction of 

Council and its priorities (and funding!) and is all part 

of its 2030 Strategic Vision. 

Communication black spots, walking tracks, the 

integration of the casual farming workforce into the 

community, encouraging younger members of the 

community to take an active part in local committees, 

and stronger advocacy to state government were just 

some of the ideas and issues raised by locals at the 

March meeting. 

The integration of the farming workforce around 

Boisdale was seen as an important focus, that is, 

encouraging the workers and the companies they 

work for to take advantage of what the area has to 

offer, such as joining local sporting teams. However, 

issues including a lack of transport and affordable 

accommodation were seen as hindrances to that.  

There was also discussion about succession planning 

and how to encourage younger residents onto local 

committees. Those currently tasked with managing 

local infrastructure and its maintenance are ‘very 

mature’ and will not be able to do it forever. Not 

asking for an ongoing commitment from younger  

community members was one avenue considered. 

Instead, inviting newcomers to occasionally work on 

community projects or activities on a case-by-case 

basis, depending on their skill set and/or availability.  

Stage 1 of the Council’s consultation process ends on 

April 3. You can contact Bodye, Coordinator Council 

Plan Development on 5142 3082, via   

odyed@wellington.vic.gov.au or log into the ‘your say’ 

website https://your.wellington.vic.gov.au/councilplan 

 

As part of the general meeting, members approved 

applying for a grant for defibrillators (AEDs); one for 

the Boisdale Hall and the other for the Valencia Creek 

Hall. These would be sited externally so they are 

accessible for the community. Training would be 

provided for local residents.  

The Progress Assoc. also distributed cheques to eight 

local groups and organisations to support with 

expenses incurred during the 2020 COVID 19 

shutdown. Next meeting is on 26 May 2021. 

Judy Traill, Chair 0400 443 167 
 

Boisdale CFA 
Good News & Not so Good News. 
Good news is the Fire Danger Period is 

over and we have received some rain from the tail of 
the NSW storms. If you are going to burn off please 
report it so we don't get called out to it unnecessarily. 

https://firepermits.vic.gov.au/ or 1300 555 727 

 

 

Not so Good News: received news today that 
Boisdale was not successful in getting a grant for an 
additional tanker. Any additions to the CFA fleet were 
unfortunately given a very low priority this year. We 
will keep raising funds and applying for grants. 

Boisdale CFA is having brigade elections on Monday 
the 26th April at 7pm at the Boisdale Fire Station. We 
are also going to be awarding service medals on the 
same night. Hopefully all members will be able 
to attend. 

Tim Crooke - Secretary Boisdalecfa@gmail.com 

Boisdale Recreation Reserve  

The Boisdale Recreation Reserve Committee recently 

hosted the Maffra & District Community Bank's Grant 

Sponsorship Night. 

The Rec. Reserve 

received $10,000 

towards the installation 

of the new lights at the 

Reserve. Other 

Groups to receive 

cheques on the night 

were the Briagolong Recreation Reserve and the 

Maffra Cricket Club. 

 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bulbfundraiser.com.au%2FBOISDALECS&data=04%7C01%7Clisa.herbert%40givit.org.au%7Ccdf5ea73548e4e0b9b2008d8ed942fed%7C807670e60901463ba6023cc7ddc5fa00%7C0%7C0%7C637520568483980185%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=QsDW7d8b9DcOzB0eDJibrNPM9%2FUKPgjzislSVq%2BxCF0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:%20odyed@wellington.vic.gov.au
mailto:%20odyed@wellington.vic.gov.au
https://your.wellington.vic.gov.au/councilplan
https://firepermits.vic.gov.au/
mailto:Boisdalecfa@gmail.com
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Boisdale -Briagolong Red Cross 
At our meeting held in March we were 

delighted to help celebrate Kath Amey's 99th 

birthday, which was 

happening on the 

9th March! Kath was 

able to share some 

of her early nursing 

and life experiences 

with our members. 

Our senior Boisdale 

ladies are certainly 

remarkable. 

We plan to meet 

each month or so at the Seniors Lunches at the 

Briagolong Hotel. Further updates in the next edition.   

 

We have missed the Red Cross Calling March Appeal 

this year: if you would like to make a donation to 

support the many valuable projects that Red Cross 

undertake, please contact Helen who will call and 

provide a receipt. 

Helen Montague  - Contact 0448 349 420 

 
 

Boisdale Stables 
Progress has finally begun on our toilets! 

After several false starts due to design 

issues with high water tables (making drilled piers 

unsuitable) and then the deep slab edge beams 

undermining the original footing of the walls of the 

stables, solutions were found and work has 

commenced.   

Thanks to the work of Bill Harvey (earthworks), Maffra 

Trowel Trades (slab), Peter Hargreaves (plumber), 

Ted Brown (Brickie) and of course Peter Brown 

(project manager), we now have a slab, walls, and a 

breakthrough to the toilet area from the stables 

proper. 

It has been interesting to see the array of horseshoes 

and other metal fragments that have been dug up in 

the process. Next steps are to clear up the site and 

once that has been done, the plumbers will be back to 

install the septic tank and pump. Work can then start 

on the external display area. All very promising. 

 

We do need old bricks to form the plinth area around 

the current block work. The finished toilet/storeroom 

facility will appear the same as the original building, 

with brickwork and iron sheeting.  

If you have old bricks that you could donate to the 

Stables, please contact Peter Brown 0407 822 520  

or Helen 0448 349 420 and we will organise 

collection. 

This project has been made possible 

through a grant from the Latrobe Valley         

    Authority.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kath Coggan, Chair & Michael Coggin, Boisdale 

Stables Sub-Committee. 

 

Boisdale Creative Group - A CRAFTY RETURN 
 

After COVID put a stop to the activities of the Group 

last year, the group is ramping up again. If you’d like 

to run a workshop at the Boisdale Hall you are most 

welcome. Contact Samantha White or Courtney 

Skeen. You will be responsible for organising your 

bookings, setting up and packing up and hiring the 

hall at a small cost but taking home your costs for 

running the workshop.  

So if you are a painter, quilter, jewellery maker, cake 
maker, card-maker, garment maker, florist, knitter, etc 
then contact the group to organise a date. 
 In the meantime, there are classes on every 1st 
Sunday of the month. These classes are bring-your-
own project. This is more an informal session where 
crafters sit and chat and do their own thing.  
This day is capped at 15 people and you will need to 

pre-book your spot. Cost is $5. Because of Easter, the 

first session is 11 April. 
 

Boisdale-Briagolong Football Netball 

Club 

 

Roll on the start of season 2021!  
After a very long pre-season, competitive football and 
netball finally returns to Boisdale. After a 19-month 
break, we’re booked to play our first round of games 
at Stratford on the 24th April before returning to the 
‘dale for 3 rounds of football/netball to be played at 
home – on the 1st May (vs Wy Yung), 8th May (vs 
Lucknow) and 15th May (vs Lakes Entrance). We 
encourage all our supporters to come along and 
watch the action as our two men’s football teams and 
six netball teams return to the field/court.  
 
 

Our women’s and youth girls football teams are also 
shaping up well for the season ahead and we hope to 
be able to release fixtures, for both of these 
competitions in the coming weeks. 

 

In social news, we’ll be heading back to one of our 
major sponsors, the Briagolong Hotel, for a few 
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(hopefully) celebratory drinks and some dinner after 
the first game against Stratford. Live music has been 
booked to play after our first home game on the 1st of 
May.  
Remember to like/follow us on Facebook for all the 
updated news of what’s happening around the club. 
Go the Bombers in 2021! 
Ryan Evans, Club President 

 
 

STRIKING A CHORD - B-BFNC  Junior Football 
 

It’s not every day we have two multi-

Golden Guitar winners visit the area. 

Amber Lawrence and Catherine Britt 

are playing in Briagolong on April 9, 

6.00 to 9:30pm at the Briagolong Rec 

Reserve. Contact the football/netball club or see their 

facebook site for booking details. 
 

A Cheeky Visitor 
A fox has been regularly visiting 

some Boisdale backyards in the 

past couple of weeks. To 

discourage the late-night visitor, perhaps bring inside 

any dog food or bones from your yard overnight. 
 

Valencia Soldiers' Memorial Hall 
Another great night's 
entertainment @ Valencia 
Creek with  
PETE DENAHY on 
THURSDAY APRIL 15  
@ 8.00pm. 
Tickets $25. Bookings to 
Garry on 5145 4428. 
BYO drinks & nibbles. Tea 
and coffee free.  

Pete was a huge hit in Valencia Creek the first time 
he came and we’re looking forward to another great 
night of entertainment. Book your tickets soon! 
https://www.facebook.com/valenciacreekhall 
 

Maffra & District Community Bank 

Congratulations to Josh 

Lenehan, recipient of the 

annual Community Bank 

Maffra & District Scholarship 

Program. 

Pictured presenting Josh with 

his cheque for $1500 is Chair 

Rob Christie, recipient Josh 

Lenehan, Branch Manager Renee Vidler, School 

Principal Jennifer Roep. 
 

The Community Bank will host a Trivia Night on 

Saturday 1 May, 6.45pm at the Maffra 

Football/Netball Club, with proceeds going to Lifeline. 

$20p.p.and teams of 8-10. Keep the date free. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/maffraanddistrictcommunit
ybankbranch/ 

Boisdale Community Playgroup 
A fantastic morning was held at the Boisdale 

Playground. Lovely to see some of our old families 

and new families with their children. Lots of activities 

and fun had and ending the morning with an Easter 

Egg hunt. We won’t be holding sessions during the 

holidays but look forward to seeing you all in term 2. 

The Birdman of Boisdale 
REED-WARBLER 

Description: The 
Australian Reed-
Warbler is plain 
olive-brown above, 
with white 
underparts tinged 
golden-orange, and 
has a pale eyebrow. 
The sexes are 

similar. This species is more often heard than seen, 
but will be observed at times climbing among reeds 
and other water vegetation. Makes short low flights 
across water. 
Similar species: The very similar Oriental Reed-
Warbler is only a rare visitor to Australia, and is paler 
above, with a shorter, heavier bill and has longer, 
more pointed wings. The Australian Reed-Warbler is 
not streaked like grassbirds or cisticolas.  
Distribution: The Australian Reed-Warbler is found 
throughout Australia where there is suitable habitat 
and is also found from New Guinea to south-eastern 
Africa. 
Habitat: They prefer dense vegetation alongside 
water, especially thick reed beds, as well as tall crops, 
bamboo thickets and lantana. 
Seasonal movements: Sedentary in the north; 
migratory in the south, moving south to breed. 
Feeding: The Australian Reed-Warbler eats insects. 
Breeding: They build a deep cup nest with a narrow 
top opening in among dense reeds. It is made from 
dry reeds and other water plants woven together and 
lined with fine dry grass and feathers. The female 
incubates the eggs. 
 

The Eventurers - Boisdale photographers Ian and 
Velta Fellowes specialise in event photography.   
M: 0427 472 451 

 

Wishing our readers a happy and safe Easter. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Articles for The Bridge are 
due in by the last week of 
each month. Send your 
submissions to Lisa @ 
LisainBoisdale@gmail.com or 
Helen @ 
dhmontague@bigpond.com  
If you would like to be on our 
email distribution list for an 
electronic, coloured copy, 
email Helen or phone  
0448 349 420.  
Printed copies are available at 
the Boisdale PO. 
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