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C3 - REPORT 
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ITEM C3.1 PLANNING DECISIONS 
DIVISION: DEVELOPMENT 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER LAND USE PLANNING 
DATE: 17 OCTOBER 2017 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Consultation Risk 

Management 

 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To provide a report to Council on recent planning permit trends and planning decisions, made 
under delegation by Statutory Planners during the month of August 2017. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Statutory Planners have delegated authority under the Planning and Environment Act 1987 to 
make planning decisions in accordance with the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and the 
Wellington Planning Scheme, including the issue of: planning permits, amended permits, 
extensions of time, refusal of planning permits and notices of decision to grant a planning permit. 
 
A copy of planning permit decisions made between 1 August and 31 August 2017 is included in 
Attachment 1.   
 
Attachment 2 provides an overview of recent planning permit trends including decisions made, 
efficiency of decision making and the estimated value of approved development (derived from 
monthly planning permit activity reporting data).  
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Council may choose to note this report, alternatively, Council may choose to seek further 
information and refer this report to another meeting. 
  

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council note the report on recent Planning Permit trends and Planning 
Application determinations between 1 August and 31 August 2017. 
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PROPOSAL 
 
That Council note the report of recent planning permit trends and planning application 
determinations between 1 August and 31 August 2017. 
 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a conflict of 
interest. 
 
 
COMMUNICATION IMPACT 
 
The monthly report communicates information about planning trends and determinations including 
the issue of planning permits, amended permits, refusal of planning permits, and notices of 
decision to grant a planning permit. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
All planning decisions have been processed and issued in accordance with the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987 and the Wellington Planning Scheme. 
 
 
COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT 
 
All planning decisions have been issued after due consideration of relevant Council policy, 
including Council’s Heritage Policy, and the requirements of the State and Local Planning Policy 
Framework in the Wellington Planning Scheme. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN 
 
The Council Plan 2017–2021 Theme 2: Services and Infrastructure states the following strategic 
objective and related strategy: 
 
 Strategic Objective 2.3 

‘Wellington Shire is well planned, considering long term growth and sustainability.’ 
  

Strategy 2.3.3 
‘Recognise and advocate for best practice land development which considers energy 
efficiency and sustainability for housing.’  

This Report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
Planning decisions are made in accordance with the relevant environmental standards to ensure 
that environmental impacts are minimised.
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ITEM C3.2 QUARTERLY STRATEGIC LAND USE PLANNING UPDATE 
DIVISION: DEVELOPMENT 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER LAND USE PLANNING 
DATE: 17 OCTOBER 2017 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Consultation Risk 

Management 

  ✓  ✓      
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To update Council on the strategic land use planning work program for the third quarter of 2017. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The strategic land use planning work program is regularly reviewed by Council’s Strategic Land 
Use Planning Projects Review Group (Review Group), which was appointed by Council at the 
Special Council meeting of 6 December 2016.  The Review Group considered it beneficial to 
provide the full Council and the community with a quarterly update of the strategic land use 
planning work program, which comprises various prioritised projects and planning scheme 
amendments as outlined in Attachment 1.  
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1. That Council receive the 2017 third quarterly update on the strategic land use planning 

work program. 
2. That Council does not receive the 2017 third quarterly update on the strategic land use 

planning work program and seeks further information for consideration at a future Council 
meeting. 

 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
To receive the 2017 third quarterly update on the strategic land use planning work program. 
 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council receives the 2017 third quarterly update on the strategic land use 
planning work program (included in Attachment 1 to the report). 
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LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
All strategic land use planning matters are considered in accordance with the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987 and/or any relevant legislation. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2017–2021 Theme 2: Services & Infrastructure states the following strategic 
objective and related strategies: 
 
 Strategic Objective 2.3 

‘Wellington Shire is well planned, considering long term growth and sustainability.’ 
  

Strategy 2.3.1  
‘Continue to provide strategic planning to encourage long term growth and sustainability in 
Wellington Shire.’ 
 
Strategy 2.3.2 
‘Ensure sufficient land supply to provide for a range of lifestyle options which support 
housing diversity including affordable housing.’ 
 
Strategy 2.3.3 
‘Recognise and advocate for best practice land development which considers energy 
efficiency and sustainability for housing.’  

 
This Report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategies. 
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Attachment 1 

Current Strategic Planning Projects 
 

 
 

North Sale Development Plan & Developer Contributions Plan  
Priority: H      Anticipated completion: 17/18 

Status 
The North Sale Development Plan (the Development Plan) and associated Developer 
Contribution Plan facilitates the northern growth of the town. 
Drainage plans and a Traffic Impact Assessment are currently being finalised to inform the 
preparation of a final Development Plan.  
Work will then commence on the preparation of the associated Developer Contributions 
Plan, which will seek to equitably apportion the costs associated with the infrastructure 
requirements to facilitate development across the entire Growth Area. 
 

Wurruk and West Sale Industrial Land Supply Strategy 
Priority: H     Anticipated completion: 17/18 

Status 
Strategic land use planning work is underway to facilitate the release of additional land for 
industrial uses within West Sale and Wurruk (in accordance with the ‘Sale, Wurruk and 
Longford Structure Plan (2010)’). 
Following community and stakeholder engagement, Urban Enterprise planning 
consultants have now completed an ‘Analysis, Issues and Options Paper’, which will 
inform the upcoming preparation of a draft Strategy. 

Wellington Shire Heritage Strategy 
Priority: Med/High    Anticipated completion: Completed 

Status 
The Heritage Strategy outlines Council’s approach to the way in which Heritage matters 
are considered within a planning context. 
 
Council formally adopted the Heritage Strategy at its meeting of 15 August 2017. 
 
Wellington Land Use and Development Strategy (LUDS) 
Priority: High     Anticipated completion: 17/18 

Status 
The Land Use Development Strategy (LUDS) will provide an overarching framework to 
coordinate future land use and development within the Shire whilst supporting the Council 
Plan 2017 – 20121 and Wellington 2030.   
LUDS will inform a future review and update to the strategic land use planning directions 
to Clauses 21.01; 21.02 and 21.03 of the Wellington Planning Scheme. 
Background analysis work has been completed and will now inform the strategic land use 
planning direction within the Planning Scheme. 
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Council Planning Scheme Amendments 

C92 - Heritage Study Stage 2 Implementation  

Priority: High     Completed  

Status 

Council adopted the Wellington Shire Heritage Study - Stage 2 in September 2016.  

Amendment C92 implements the recommendations of the Heritage Study by applying the 
Heritage Overlay (HO) to the 67 individual places identified in Stage 2.  

In response to the submissions received during the formal period of public exhibition, 
Council officers recommended that Amendment C92 be split into two parts with Part 1 
(with no objections) recommended for approval and Part 2 (with 1 objection) being 
referred to an independent Planning Panel. Council adopted this recommendation at its 
meeting of 4 April 2017. 

C92 (Part 1) - Amendment documents were submitted to the Minister for Planning for 
Approval on 18 April 2017. The Minister for Planning approved C92 (Part 1) on 13 July 
2017. 
 
C92 (Part 2) - A Planning Panel Directions Hearing was held in Yarram on 11 May 2017. 
At the Directions hearing all parties agreed to deal with the matter ‘on the papers’ without 
the need for a formal Panel Hearing. The Panel Report was received 23 June 2017 
recommending that the Heritage Overlay be applied to the former Federal Coffee Palace, 
Yarram. Council considered the Panel’s recommendations at its 15 August 2017 meeting 
and resolved to adopt C92 (Part 2). C92 (Part 2) Amendment documents were submitted 
to the Minister for Planning for approval on 18 August 2017. 
  
C96 - Heyfield Low Density Residential Rezoning 
Priority: High        Anticipated completion: 17/18 

Status 

Amendment C96 seeks to rezone land in Heyfield to the Low Density Residential Zone as 
recommended in the Heyfield Low Density Residential Land Supply Study, 2017.  
 
The rezoning would provide a potential yield of around 35 one acre lots on two sites, 
which are located at Burrnett Court and Draper Road, Heyfield. 
 
The exhibition period for Amendment C96 took place between 6 July 2017 and 7 August 
2017. At the close of the exhibition period a total of seven (7) submissions were received. 
A late submission was also received on 6 September 2017 from the CFA. None of the 
submissions received raised objections to the proposal. 
Amendment C96 is to be presented to Council for adoption at its meeting of 17 October 
2017. 
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C97 - Sale Sewerage Pump Station 
Priority: High     Anticipated completion: 17/18 

Status 

A formal request to rezone land at 36 - 40 Foster Street and 4 Park Street, Sale to the 
Public Use Zone 1 (Service and Utilities) was received from Gippsland Water on 29 May 
2017. The Amendment will facilitate the provision of a new sewerage pumping station to 
accommodate the future growth of Sale and surrounds. 
 
Council resolved to seek Authorisation from the Minister for Planning to proceed with a 
Planning Scheme Amendment at its meeting of 20 June 2017. 
A formal period of public exhibition of the Amendment took place between 10 August and 
11 September 2017. A total of six submissions were received, all of which either 
supported or raised no objections to the proposal. 
Amendment C97 is to be presented to Council for adoption at its meeting of 17 October 
2017. 
 

C98 – West Sale Airport Runway Extension 
 
Priority: High      Anticipated completion:  17/18 

Status 

The West Sale Airport Masterplan provides the strategic justification required to undertake 
a Planning Scheme Amendment to rezone land at the Airport to facilitate runway 
extension works to allow it to be used as an essential part of Air Force pilot training. 
 
The rezoning includes land at the eastern and western edge of the existing runway from 
the Farming Zone to the Special Use Zone and rezoning surplus land to the north of the 
runway from the Special Use Zone to the Farming Zone.  
 
Amendment C98 also proposes to amend the existing Airport Environs Overlay extents 
(AEO1 and 2) to reflect the West Sale Airport 2037 Standard Australian Noise Exposure 
Forecast (ANEF). This will involve a significant reduction in the extent of the Airport 
Environs Overlay compared to the current overlay extent. 
 
As a project of Federal, State, Regional and Local significance, a request has been made 
to the Minister for Planning to prepare and approve Amendment C98 in accordance with 
Section 8(1) and Section 20(4) of the Planning and Environment Act 1987.  
 
Council is currently awaiting the decision of the Minister. 
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Private Planning Scheme Amendments 
C84: Wurruk Growth Area  
Priority: High      Anticipated completion: 17/18 

Status 
Amendment C84 is a private rezoning request, which proposes the rezoning of land within 
the Western Growth Area of Sale (at Wurruk).  
At its meeting of 7 March 2017, Council resolved to request the Minister for Planning to 
appoint an independent Planning Panel to consider the 26 submissions received during 
the public exhibition period, which was held between 17 November 2016 – 9 January 
2017. 
A Panel ‘Directions Hearing’ was held on 20 April 2017, whilst the Panel Hearing itself 
took place on 5, 6 and 7 July 2017. A site visit was conducted on 11 July 2017. 
The Panel Report has been publicly available since 4 October 2017. 
Council will consider the Amendment and the next steps in the process at its meeting of 
17 October 2017. 

C94: Rezoning of the former Sale Police Station Site 
Priority: High     Completed 

Status 
At the request of the Department of Justice, the former Sale Police Station (located on the 
South Gippsland Highway) was rezoned from the Public Use Zone to the Residential 
Growth Zone to facilitate its sale as a surplus asset to the Department’s needs. 
A formal Notice of Approval of the rezoning appeared in the Government Gazette on 14 
January 2016. 
 
The State Government continues to seek to resolve the issue of the removal of Native 
Title on the site, which currently prevents the sale of the land for development purposes. 
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ITEM C3.3 PLANNING SCHEME AMENDMENT C84 – WURRUK GROWTH 
AREA 

DIVISION: DEVELOPMENT 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER LAND USE PLANNING  
DATE: 17 OCTOBER 2017 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Consultation Risk 

Management 

✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓  
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
For Council to consider the Panel Report for Amendment C84; adopt Amendment C84 with 
changes; request the Minister for Planning to approve Amendment C84; and advocate for the 
provision of direct and safe pedestrian connections over the Princes Highway between the Wurruk 
Growth Area and the Wurruk Primary School.  
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In May 2016, Council received a request to rezone land within the Wurruk Growth Area (see 
Figure 1). The subject land is identified within the Sale, Wurruk and Longford Structure Plan 
(2010) as a residential growth area. The Structure Plan advocates for the creation of well 
designed, complete neighbourhoods that are integrated with the existing adjoining residential areas 
and local facilities in Wurruk, in the short to medium term. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That: 
      
1. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, Council 

consider the Planning Panel Report (refer to Attachment 1) for Amendment C84 – 
Wurruk Growth Area.  
 

2. Pursuant to Section 29 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, Council resolve 
to adopt Amendment C84 – Wurruk Growth Area with changes (refer to Attachment 
4). 

 
3. Pursuant to Section 31 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, Council resolve 

to request the Minister for Planning to approve Amendment C84 – Wurruk Growth 
Area with changes. 

 
4. Council advocate for the provision of direct and safe pedestrian connections over 

the Princes Highway between the Wurruk Growth Area and the Wurruk Primary 
School.  
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On 6 September 2016 Council resolved to request the Minister for Planning to Authorise Council 
as the Planning Authority to prepare Amendment C84 – Wurruk Growth Area. Authorisation was 
received on 27 September 2016.  Amendment C84 proposes the following changes to the 
Wellington Planning Scheme:  
 
• Rezone land which is not flood prone to General Residential Zone - Schedule 1 (GRZ1) and 

Low Density Residential Zone (LDRZ), as identified in the Sale, Wurruk and Longford Structure 
Plan (2010) (see Figure 2). 

• Apply the Rural Activity Zone (RAZ) to the Kilmany Park Estate (as recommended in the Rural 
Zone Review (2009)), including land within the flood-prone area.  

• Update the Land Subject to Inundation Overlay (LSIO) and Flood Overlay (FO) within the areas 
affected by the rezoning, based on the most up-to-date data provided by the West Gippsland 
Catchment Management Authority (WGCMA).  

• Reduce the extent of the existing Heritage Overlay (HO) and update the associated Heritage 
Citation and relevant Clauses within the Wellington Planning Scheme based on the advice of 
Council’s Heritage Advisor. 

• Apply the Development Plan Overlay - Schedule 9 (DPO9), which will require the preparation 
of a single Development Plan for the whole of the Growth Area. The detailed requirements set 
out in the DPO9 are proposed to achieve the best possible land use outcome and in doing so, 
create a fully integrated and complete neighbourhood. 

 
Further information on Amendment C84 can be found on Council’s website: 
http://www.wellington.vic.gov.au/Developing-Wellington/Planning-Scheme-
Amendments/Amendment-C84. 
 
Amendment C84 was exhibited between 17 November 2016 and 9 January 2017 (7 weeks) during 
which a total of twenty-six (26) submissions were received.  One (1) late submission was also 
received from a community member.  Council considered all submissions on 7 March 2017 and 
resolved to request the Minister for Planning to appoint a Planning Panel to consider unresolved 
issues of concern. 
 
An independent Planning Panel was appointed on 22 March 2017, the hearing for which took place 
in Sale on 5, 6 and 7 July 2017. An accompanied site visit took place on 11 July 2017. Council 
received the Report of the Planning Panel on 6 September 2017.  
 

Figure 2: Proposed zones Figure 1: Wurruk Growth Area 
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The Panel has considered all submissions made to Amendment C84 and provided its 
recommendations to Council. The Panel Report is included in Attachment 1 and contains the 
following key recommendations: 
 
Land supply and justification for the proposed residential rezoning  
 
Some submitters contended that the projected population growth was not sufficient enough to 
justify the proposed residential rezoning, however, Council’s justification that there is only four and 
a half years’ supply of developable residential land supply available in Sale was supported by the 
Panel. As such the Panel supports the proposed rezoning from LDRZ to GRZ1 and LDRZ.  
 
In relation to the RAZ, the Panel agreed with the proponent’s view that there is insufficient 
justification for its proposed application and that the LDRZ is the more appropriate zone to achieve 
the residential growth aspirations highlighted within the Sale, Wurruk and Longford Structure Plan. 
On this basis, the Panel has recommended abandoning the RAZ in favour of retaining all land 
located within the area prone to flooding within the Farming Zone (FZ) and land outside the flood 
prone area being rezoned to the LDRZ (including the Kilmany Park Estate) (see Figure 3). 
 
A consequential change (not identified by the Panel) is that all land to be rezoned for residential 
purposes (within the Growth Area) should be included in a revised DPO9 extent (see Figure 3).  
 
Application and extent of overlays 
 
Flood Overlay and Land Subject to Inundation Overlay 
 
The Panel accepts that it is appropriate to update the FO and LSIO within the Wurruk Growth Area 
to reflect the most up-to-date data provided by the WGCMA, however it is also recommended that 
Council considers, in the longer-term, a broader update to the extent of the LSIO and FO across 
the whole of the Latrobe River Floodplain.  
 
Heritage Overlay 
 
The Panel has recommended a reduction in the extent of the current HO beyond that originally 
exhibited. On the basis that they do not contain significant elements of interest, the 
paddocks/farmland directly to the south of the Kilmany Homestead garden, bound by an existing 
line of trees, which act as a ‘logical boundary’, are recommended for exclusion from the HO.  
 
Similarly, the Panel regards the ongoing inclusion of the entire driveway within the HO from 
Settlement Road to the Kilmany Homestead to be, ‘an impractical outcome’, in the context of the 
proposed development and therefore recommends its exclusion from the HO. 
 
The Panel has noted that two Oak trees located at the entrance of the driveway (on Settlement 
Road) as being of significance and are recommended for protection via a Section 173 - agreement.    
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Heritage Citation 
 
The revised draft Heritage Citation for Kilmany Park, 
including a set of Management Guidelines, was 
prepared having regard to a format, which was 
formally introduced into the Wellington Planning 
Scheme on 13 July 2017 as a component of 
Amendment C92.  
 
In recommending the removal of the Management 
Guidelines from the Citation, Officers believe that 
the Panel has not recognised an approach that has 
(recently) been ‘tested’ and accepted by another 
Planning Panel and subsequently approved by the 
Minister for Planning through a previous 
Amendment.  
 
Overall, however, it is recommended that the 
heritage related Panel recommendations are 
accepted. The proposed extent of the zones and 
overlays in response to the Panel recommendations 
are shown in Figure 3. The red line illustrates the 
proposed extent of the revised HO, whilst the purple line reflects the revised extent of the proposed 
DPO9.  
 
A revised Heritage Citation can also be found in Attachment 2 to this Report. 
 
Other consequential changes have also been made to the DPO9 provisions in response to various 
recommendations of the Panel. These are highlighted in Attachment 3 to this Report.   
 
Development Plan Overlay – Schedule 9 (DPO9) 
 
Overall, the Panel supports the provisions contained within the DPO9 - including revisions 
proposed by Officers in response to all submissions.  Some further revisions have been proposed 
by the Panel which, amongst others, include:  
 
• the deletion of a requirement to consider residential supply in the Sale area and a 

demonstrated demand for further development at each stage; 
• a requirement for the proposed urban design guidelines and concept plans to address the 

interface between the Wurruk Industrial Estate and the residential Growth Area; and  
• the deletion of the sentence, which requires community consultation as part of the 

Development Plan process. 
 
On the basis that previous Development Plan Overlays prepared by Council (and approved by the 
Minister for Planning) have included a consultation requirement during the preparation of the 
Development Plan, and a community expectation that further consultation will take place, it is 
proposed to retain the requirement to consult within the provisions of DPO9, as exhibited. This is 
the only Panel recommendation not supported by Officers. 
 
Attachment 3 includes the proposed (tracked) changes to the DPO9 in response to the public 
exhibition and Panel recommendations.  
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3: Zones and overlays in response to Panel 
recommendations 
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Traffic and Movement Network 
 
The Panel has concluded that a pedestrian link between new development and established 
residential areas is important and appropriate opportunities should be investigated between the 
neighbourhood and other external community services. The support given by the Panel for a direct 
and safe pedestrian connection between future residential development and the Wurruk Primary 
School is consistent with the Sale, Wurruk and Longford Structure Plan, and other Council policies 
in relation to the promotion of healthy and active lifestyles. Officers recommend that Council retain 
a strong advocacy role to achieve a safe and direct pedestrian link between the new residential 
development and existing community facilities, especially the Wurruk Primary School. 
 
In summary, Officers are proposing to: 
  

• accept the recommendations of the Panel except with regards to the deletion of the 
requirement for community consultation within the provisions of the DPO9 and to retain the 
exhibited text; and 

• make consequential changes to the extent of the DPO9, the protection of the Oak trees in a 
Section 173 Agreement and updates to the extent of the concept plan within the DPO9.  
 

In view of the above, Officers recommend that Council adopt Planning Scheme Amendment C84, 
including the revised Heritage Citation HO68, with changes. A full set of associated planning 
scheme amendment documents can be found in Attachment 4 to this Report.  
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options:  
 
1. to consider the Panel Report, adopt Amendment C84 - Wurruk Growth Area with changes and 

request the Minister for Planning to approve Amendment C84 - Wurruk Growth Area pursuant 
to Sections 27, 29 and 31 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987;  

2. to consider the Panel Report and abandon Amendment C84 – Wurruk Growth Area (in full or in 
part), pursuant to Sections 27 and 28 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987; or  

3. to seek further information or changes for consideration at a future Council Meeting. 
 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
That:  
     
1. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, Council consider the Panel 

Report (refer to Attachment 1) and the associated recommendations for Amendment C84 – 
Wurruk Growth Area.  

2. Pursuant to Section 29 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, Council resolve to adopt 
Amendment C84 – Wurruk Growth Area with changes (refer to Attachment 4). 

3. Pursuant to Section 31 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, Council resolve to request 
the Minister for Planning to approve Amendment C84 – Wurruk Growth Area with changes. 

4. Council advocate for the provision of direct and safe pedestrian connections over the Princes 
Highway between the Wurruk Growth Area and the Wurruk Primary School.  

 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this Report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
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FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
As Amendment C84 is a private request, all direct financial costs associated with the Amendment 
process, including the Planning Panel costs, will need to be met by the proponent.  
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
Pursuant to Section 27 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, Council is required to consider 
the Panel Report prior to determining whether to adopt Amendment C84 - Wurruk Growth Area. 
 
For each recommendation made by the Panel, Council may choose to accept/not accept the 
recommendation. If Council chooses not to accept a recommendation of the Panel, reasons for the 
decision must be provided to the Minister for Planning as part of the request for approval. 
 
Council may also elect to request further information prior to making a final decision on the 
Amendment or abandon the Amendment in full or in part.  
 
Amendment C84 - Wurruk Growth Area has been prepared having regard to the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987 and the provisions of the Wellington Planning Scheme - including the 
relevant state and local planning policies. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2017–21 states the following strategic objectives and related strategies: 

 
Strategic Objective 1.3 
‘Strengthen community identity by promoting our heritage and history and appreciation for small 
town rural living.’ 

  
Strategy 1.3.1 
‘Recognise, celebrate and promote the diverse shared heritage and history of Wellington 
Shire.’ 

 
Strategic Objective 2.3 
‘Wellington Shire is well planned, considering long term growth and sustainability.’ 

  
Strategy 2.3.1 
‘Continue to provide strategic planning to encourage long term growth and sustainability in 
Wellington Shire.’ 
 
Strategy 2.3.2 
‘Ensure sufficient land supply to provide for a range of lifestyle options which support 
housing diversity including affordable housing.’ 

 
Strategic Objective 5.2 
‘Use a targeted approach to attract new business investment to Wellington Shire, to support 
population growth.’ 

  
Strategy 5.2.2 
‘Ensure the availability of residential, commercial and industrial land supply.’ 

 
Amendment C84 supports the above Council Plan strategic objectives and strategies. 
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PLANNING POLICY IMPACT 
 
Amendment C84 is consistent with the State and Local Planning Policy Frameworks (SPPF and 
LPPF) within the Wellington Planning Scheme; the Sale, Wurruk and Longford Structure Plan 
(2010), the Gippsland Regional Growth Plan (2014) and the relevant State Government Planning 
Practice Notes. 
 
Clause 21.05 of the Wellington Planning Scheme - Sale, Wurruk and Longford Strategic 
Framework, identifies the subject land for urban residential expansion. 
 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT 
 
During public exhibition, the community raised several issues including downstream stormwater 
impacts, traffic impacts and interface treatments. Although the issues raised are relevant to this 
development, the level of detail associated with the issues raised is more appropriate to be 
discussed at the Development Plan stage. As such the DPO9 requires that all those issues must 
be addressed as part of the preparation of the Development Plan. The Panel has agreed with this 
approach.  
 
Although due process is being followed, the community may feel that their issues have not been 
given appropriate consideration at this stage. It is therefore of great importance that during the 
Development Plan preparation, the community is afforded further opportunity to put forward their 
views.   
 
 
CONSULTATION IMPACT 
 
The public exhibition of Amendment C84 took place between Thursday, 17 November 2016 and 
Monday, 9 January 2017; and included: 
 
• Approximately 247 notification letters with information sheets sent to all land owners/occupiers 

directly affected by the Amendment and to all landowners/occupiers within the Sovereign Drive 
Estate, The Ridge, Dowling Court, Settlement Road and adjacent farming land. 

• Twenty (20) notification letters were sent to the relevant Statutory Authorities.   
• Notification in the Gippsland Times (15 November 2016) and Government Gazette  

(17 November 2016). 
• A community ‘drop-in’ session on 30 November 2016 at the West Sale Bowls Club, which was 

organised by the proponents of Amendment C84.   
 
Hard copies of the Amendment documents, information sheets and Panel Report are available for 
viewing at the Council Service Centres in both Sale and Yarram, and on the Council and 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning Websites.  

 

All submitters received a letter notifying them that the Panel Report was available to view from        
4 October 2017 and that Council would consider the Panel Report and the next steps in the 
Amendment process at its meeting of 17 October 2017.  
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