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Advice for students studying on a Hull College Foundation Degree Programme 
 

‘The Safety Net approach’ 
 

1. What is the “Safety Net” and how will it help me? –We are developing this approach because 
we are concerned about the impact of CV-19 on you all at this current time, and we want to 
reassure you that should it impact on you negatively during the upcoming assessment period, 
there will be a “back up plan” wherever possible. You will still be required in all circumstances 
to pass modules as per current Hull College Higher Education Academic Regulations.  

 

2. Do I need to do anything now? – You need to continue to study and work on your current 
assignments and upcoming assessments. The Safety Net is only a “back up plan” – you still need 
to pass your modules (please check the Hull College Higher Education Academic regulations on 
progression requirements from level 4 to 5, and completion of Award for the precise 
requirements). You still have the opportunity to improve on the standard FD degree 
classification algorithm by performing to the best of your ability in your remaining assessments. 
We are seeking to ensure that you will not be in a position where your overall outcome is not 
any worse than it is now, but you can still improve your position by doing well in your remaining 
assessments this year  

 

3. When will the Safety Net be applied? – this will happen during the Board of Examiners process, 
when the college checks your marks  and calculates your degree classification using our 
Foundation Degree Award algorithm (Final year Level 5 student only) which is based on 100% 
of your module average across Level 5 modules. There is no calculation taken from your Level 
4 performance when awarding the classification of your Foundation Degree. For clarity, you will 
achieve the following for our Foundation Degrees of the average across your modules is:   

 

a. Above 40%, Foundation Degree with Pass 

b. Above 60%, Foundation Degree with Merit  

c. Above 70%, Foundation Degree with Distinction.  

 

4. What is a degree algorithm? - We use an “algorithm” to calculate your possible degree 
outcome when your final results are announced and this is how the Board of Examiners 
calculates your Foundation Degree classification. You can read about our current algorithm in 
our regulations. It is likely that the Safety Net for final year students will involve an additional 
degree algorithm which may exclude modules taken after the impact of CV-19. Hence, we 
would pick a “best of 3” approach, ensuring students who perform well in the upcoming 
assessments can still benefit from their improved marks.  
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5. Why aren’t we using a Safety Net for Year 1? – for many of these students, this is not necessary 
as we are applying a “Performance to Date” approach and as mentioned above, the 
performance in Year 1 does not count towards your final degree classification at Level 5. So for 
clarity, marks are non-contributory – that is they do not count towards your eventual degree 
classification in the first year of your studies.  
 

6. Are you excluding all / any of my final year modules? – No, any modules already completed 
will “count” towards your Foundation Degree classification. In some cases we may also “count” 
completed assessments which are contributing to as yet incomplete modules. And don’t forget, 
you still need to pass your modules as per current regulations, and if you do well, this will always 
improve your outcome overall.  

 
7. Should I make an Extenuating Circumstances / Mitigation claim if I am worried about an 

assessment? - We would suggest that you make every effort to complete all of your 
assessments as they are scheduled; use all of the advice and guidance from your Faculty and 
ask questions in advance if you are unsure of anything. If you are struggling with completing an 
assignment, the extension policy has now been changed to 15 days, if you do need an extension 
for a piece of coursework please contact the Module Leader in the first instance to confirm 
this? After the extension period, you will need to complete an EC/Mitigation application. Please 
note that extensions are not applicable to Time Constrained Assessments; you will still need to 
explain why you need an extension although evidence requirements have been relaxed so that 
we do not put any pressure on the NHS.  
 

 Please bear in mind when you think about making an EC/Mitigation claim that the “safety 
net” approach will make sure that we take the impact of the current circumstances into 
account when considering your assessment results.  
 

 Students who are unable to complete an on line, time constrained assessment due to 
significant technical failures of equipment or lengthy loss of WIFI access during the 
assessment can make an EC/Mitigation claim.  

 

 Students affected by having caring responsibilities at home that might impact on their 
ability to complete time constrained assessments should always attempt to complete the 
assessment but might choose to make an EC/Mitigation claim if they feel their performance 
was significantly adversely affected.  

 
8. Is there a limit to how many resits I can take? – Hull College HE regulations specify that the 

Board of Examiners may allow a candidate who has failed the summative assessment of an 
individual module or one of its elements at a first attempt to resit that assessment with a mark 
capped at 40%. The number of resit opportunities is at the discretion of the Board of Examiners. 
The temporary CV-19 regulations means that students may be granted retake opportunities in 
all modules of study in which they are currently enrolled. The “Resit Mark Cap” is NOT removed. 
You are therefore allowed to resit any modules you fail this year, whether they were in 
Semester A or Semester B, but for all modules you need to resit, the mark will still be capped 
at 40%.  

 


