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Shalom Park is a beneficiary 
agency of JEWISHcolorado and 
Rose Community Foundation

Shalom Park Celebrates the 
2024 Annual Event Honoree

Shalom Park is soaring with changes, and it is time to show 
appreciation! The community is transforming and flourishing, 
and Shalom Park is thrilled to honor Bruce R. Bendell, CPA, Board 
member and Advisor, since 2001. Bruce has supported Shalom 
Park through multiple changes including the building expansion, 
Shalom Hospice and Palliative Care, the vision 
and construction of the J. Leonard Levy Family 
Wellness Center, and currently, the Moderniza-
tion/Renovation Campaign at Shalom Park.
 Bruce is a Certified Public Accountant 
(CPA) and a Personal Financial Specialist (PFS) 
who has expertise in tax, audit, and financial planning. In 1999 
he co-founded Transitions Wealth Management, LLC and recently 
sold it to Mercer Advisors, LLC, where he plans to remain a wealth 
advisor for many years to come. He began his career as an auditor 
for Deloitte & Touche. Bruce has a bachelor’s 
degree in accounting from the University of 
Colorado at Boulder.
 Bruce is active in numerous community 
organizations including Shalom Park and 
is finance chair of the Hebrew Educational 
Alliance. He enjoys tennis, skiing, fly fishing, 
bike riding, family time, and finishing each 
day with ice cream (preferably Carvel).
 We honor Bruce for his exceptional 
leadership and commitment to the Shalom 
Park community, Elders, and Care Partners.  l
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Shalom Park Recognized as “LGBTQ+ 
Long-Term Care Equality High 
Performer” in Inaugural Long-Term Care 
Equality Index (LEI) by Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC) and SAGE (Advocacy 
& Services for LGBTQ+ Elders)

Shalom Park is a Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DE&I) Community • 
Diversity training is any program designed to facilitate positive intergroup 
interaction, reduce prejudice and discrimination, and generally teach 
individuals who are different from others how to work together effectively.

Bruce Bendell

Shalom Park 
is soaring 
with changes!



Excitement is in the air at Shalom Park as we are 
busy preparing for our upcoming Annual Event. Everyone 
had so much fun during last year’s event, we decided to grab 
our golf clubs again and gather at the Centennial Top Golf 
for another amazing evening. We look forward to seeing 
everyone on Wednesday, April 17, where we will proudly honor 
dedicated volunteer and board advisor, Bruce Bendell.
 Excitement is also in the air due to the remarkable progress 
of our renovation and decoration project. Everything looks so 
new, fresh, and modern and everyone is raving about Shalom 
Park’s new look. Many thanks to all of our donors that made 
this dream become reality for the Elders and Care Partners.  
 As a result of this project, and the very generous support of 
Steven and Diane Levine and Marc Levine, Shalom Park’s bed 
capacity has increased from 135 to 144. Our nine additional 
rooms are bright and beautiful and already meeting the needs 
of our community. We have a growing waiting list, so please 
contact Andrea Wood, Admissions Coordinator, with any 
referrals or admission inquiries, 303-400-2246.
 Very exciting news: As a result of our professional, trained, and dedicated Care Partners, 
Shalom Park continues to be a 5-Star nursing home per the Centers for Medicare Services (CMS).  
This ranking, achieved by very few nursing homes nationwide, is based on health inspections, 
staffing and quality measures. Congratulations to Shalom Park on this fine accomplishment.  
 Please stop by for a visit. We look forward to showing off the new Shalom Park!  l

—Marc Penner, Shalom Park President and CEO
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From the CEO

Facilities and Maintenance Lead Victor Loya and 
CEO Marc Penner finishing a final walkthrough of 
two of the nine new additional rooms

 
The Chotin Foundation 
is a private foundation established in 1994 
as the charitable giving organization for the 
Steven B. Chotin and Robin D. Chotin family 
and The Chotin Group Corporation.
The Foundation is dedicated to improving 
and enriching the lives of individuals, children 
and families with particular interest in Jewish 
community causes as well as secular charitable 
initiatives in the areas of arts and culture, 
education, and health and wellness. Shalom Park Annual Event

SAVE THE DATE! 
Wednesday, April 17, 2024
TOPGOLF
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It is in the depth of winter
that we read a difficult passage in Torah 
and wonder, what does “an eye for an 
eye” really mean? No one believes that 
inflicting similar injuries on each other 
accomplishes anything. There must be 
a deeper meaning to this 
cryptic passage. 
 It asks us to imagine 
being harmed, to 
understand what it feels to 
lose a vital part of ourselves. 
Only then are we able, with 
true regret, to compensate the person we 
have harmed with financial, emotional, 
and psychological support. 
 We can easily apply this experience to 
the Shalom Park Elders. Each has lost some 

element of life that has been essential 
to their sense of self. This frightens them 
and us. Even though we have not injured 
anyone, as an Eden Alternative organiza-
tion we strive to restore some element of 
what has been lost. 
 We do this not only to take care of 

our Elders, but also to assuage our 
own fears. We know that when 
our eyes fade, someone will help 
us see. When we have difficulty 
eating, we will still enjoy our food. 
We pass this knowledge through 
the generations, knowing that in 

community an “eye for an eye” will keep 
us from the plagues of loneliness, help-
lessness and boredom.  l

—Elisa Robyn, Chair, Board of Trustees

From the Chair

Shalom Park 
Announces New 
Infect ion Preventionist

Elisa Robyn

Sincere Thanks to Our Partners

Beloved Shalom Park Care Partner 
Hirut MeKonnen, RN, has been appointed as the 
new Infection Preventionist. Hirut started at Shalom 
Park in 2014 spending 
two years as a nurse on 
Terrace, then became 
the Assistant Director of 
Nursing on Penthouse and 
Terrace for the following 
four years. Hirut continued 
her education and was 
certified as an MDS (clinical 
assessment) Coordinator. 
Hirut is excited to share her 
expertise in the new role. 
Hirut believes “Shalom is 
Salaam is Peace.” l

F E AT U R E D  C O R P O R AT E  PA R T N E R

A Supporter of Shalom Park for 40 Years!

Voted one of Denver’s best dry cleaners 
for 7 years running

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                    

 
Voted one of Denver’s best dry cleaners for 7 years running! 

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	

Dependable Cleaners - A Supporter of Shalom Park for 40 Years!   

Hirut MeKonnen

What does 
“an eye 
for an eye” 
really mean?
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Shalom Park Elder Sal teaching Spanish classes to Elders

Shalom Park Elder Nina enjoys the meaningful cultural activity.

Shalom Park Elder Michael enjoying his birthday and Bingo

Shalom Park Elder Dorothy is delighted to receive the holiday gift.

Shalom Park Rabbi Birdie 
Becker sings the prayer 
while Elder Marsey lights 
the Chanukkah Menorah.

Shalom Park Elders Zina and Borys with Shalom Park 
Russian Translator/Activities Assistant Marina

Joyous T imes at  Shalom Park

Shalom Park Hosts Russian Tea Party
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Shalom Park Tributes October 10, 2023 – January 17, 2024

ANNIVERSARY

Louann and Micky Miller
 Lou Stein
Debbie and Stephen Rosen
 Gary Mobell

BIRTHDAY

Sharon Barr
 Shari Freis
Sylvia Boxer
 Larry and Joan Rubenstein
Sara Epstein
 Barbara Freis and Shari Freis
Hanna Goldberg
 Norma Goldblatt
Norma Goldblatt
 Freddie Eisenstat
Lee Gurney
 Melvin and Myrna Engbar
Bebe Levy
 Marilyn Rosenberg
Dick Robinson
 Sandy Melnick
Dan Tenn
 Stuart and Judy Heller

IN MEMORY

Anna Arinsman
 Bart and Marci Rivkin
Gordon Bacon
 Holly Goldman
Bebe Berkoff
 Ann Stanley Memorial Fund
   Artis Silverman
Sylvia Boxer
 Francene Boxer
 Barbara Freis and Shari Freis
Liz Cohen
 Andy and Leslie Heins
Ron Epstein
 Jack and Marsha Feuer
 Barbara Freis and Shari Freis
 Sheila Heller and Sam 

Westbrook
 Bill and Susan McKinney
 Toby Meyer
 Micky and Louann Miller
 Essie Perlmutter
 Jim and Ladeen Pluss
 Helene Pollock
 Litamae Sher
Eunice Finer
 Jordan and Bonnie Saliman
Sam Finer
 Bernie and Sandy Fleischer
 Jordan and Bonnie Saliman
Annette Finesilver
 Lisa and Shell Cook
 Vicki and David Dansky
 Micky and Louann Miller
 Essie Perlmutter
 Jay and Lisa Perlmutter
 Jonathan and Lisa Perlmutter
 Larry and Joan Rubenstein

Bret Fishman
 Roberta Naiman
Matana Gabbay
 Essie Perlmutter
Shirlee Glass
 Neil and Barb Oberfeld
Carolyn Gold
 Ann Stanley Memorial Fund
   Artis Silverman
Michael Grauer
 Stuart and Judy Heller
 Essie Perlmutter
Maria Greulich
 Stuart and Judy Heller
Herbert Grushow
 Barbara Freis and Shari Freis
Diane Hammerberg
 Ann Stanley Memorial Fund
   Artis Silverman
Anna Hemd
 Barbara Freis and Shari Freis
 Essie Perlmutter
Donald Huttner
 Florrie Katchen
 Jimmy and Debbie Lustig
 Skip and Nancy Miller
 Dan and Judy Pepper
 Essie Perlmutter
Frank Impellizzeri
 Shari Freis
Jeanne Kaplan
 Neil and Barb Oberfeld
Al Lackner
 Barbara Freis and Shari Freis
 Patty Lorie
 Skip and Nancy Miller
 Micky and Louann Miller
 Neil and Barb Oberfeld
 Dan and Judy Pepper
 Helene Pollock
 Marilyn Rosenberg
Gary Levine
 Lisa and Shell Cook
 Andy and Lynne Greene
 Lauren Greene
 Erin and Adam Groom
 Jimmy and Debbie Lustig
 Gary Mobell
 Gary Mosko
 Neil and Barb Oberfeld
 Essie Perlmutter
 Jay and Lisa Perlmutter
 Gerard and Sheila Rudofsky
Joni Litvak
 Freddie Eisenstat
 Renee Gross
 Larry and Carol Mizel
 Marcee Newman
 Helene Pollock
 Marilyn Rosenberg
 Joyce Wagner
Larry Litvak
 Phyllis Goodman
 Micky and Louann Miller
 Larry and Carol Mizel

 Gary Mobell
 Marilyn Rosenberg
 Gerard and Sheila Rudofsky
 Sherr Puttman Akins Lamb, PC
 Marlene Siegel
 Joyce Wagner
Florie Melnick
 Francene Boxer
 Barbara Freis and Shari Freis
 Sandy Melnick
 Essie Perlmutter
 Larry and Joan Rubenstein
Beverly Morton
 Melvin and Myrna Engbar
 Leslie Levy
 Shirley Londer
Sam Okner
 Barbara Freis and Shari Freis
 Joe Pells
 Essie Perlmutter
 Gerard and Sheila Rudofsky
 Gary Yourtz
Harold Rosen
 Barbara Freis and Shari Freis
 Roberta Naiman
 Gerard and Sheila Rudofsky
 Michael and Suzanne Strear
 Gary Yourtz
Nathan Rubin
 Neil and Barb Oberfeld
Ron Saliman
 Lisa and Shell Cook
 Jack and Marsha Feuer
 Essie Perlmutter
 Jordan and Bonnie Saliman
Richard ‘Dick’ Sampson
 Bill and Susan McKinney
Robin Schaffer
 Roberta Naiman
Ronald Schiff
 Bruce and Jennifer Bendell
 Barbara Freis and Shari Freis
 Andy and Lynne Greene
 Stuart and Judy Heller
 Sharon Jacobson
 Patty Lorie
 Essie Perlmutter
 Gerard and Sheila Rudofsky
Steve Silverman
 Stuart and Judy Heller
Pat Silversmith
 Joe Pells
 Jim and Ladeen Pluss
 Helene Pollock
 Gerard and Sheila Rudofsky
Michael E. Strear
 Stuart and Judy Heller
 Bill and Susan McKinney
 Neil and Barb Oberfeld
 Essie Perlmutter
Jason Walko
 Lisa and Shell Cook
 Essie Perlmutter
 Jay and Lisa Perlmutter

Elaine Wolf
 Bruce and Jennifer Bendell
 Francene Boxer
 Stuart and Judy Heller
 Joe Pells
 Essie Perlmutter
 Gerard and Sheila Rudofsky
 Michael and Suzanne Strear
 Gary Yourtz
Audrey Zimmerman
 Neil and Barb Oberfeld

SPEEDY RECOVERY

David Kamm
 Barbara Freis and Shari Freis
Brad Licht
 Bruce and Jennifer Bendell
 Barbara Freis and Shari Freis

MAZEL TOV!

Diana Zeff Anderson – in honor 
of receiving the Golda Award
 Sharon Jacobson
Robyn and Robert Naiman – in
honor of the birth of grandchild
 Sharon Jacobson

YAHRZEIT

Sam G. Boxer
 Michael Boxer
Abe Red Cohen
 Marilyn Fiedelman
Fay Cohen
 Marla Dionese
Sam A. Cohen
 Lynn Cohen
Shirley Conant
 Alice and Dave Robke
Irene Fiedelman
 Marilyn Fiedelman
Stuart Fiedelman
 Marilyn Fiedelman
Tsilya Finkelshteyn
 Sofiya Reznik
Paul Fischbach
 David and Joan Brahinsky
Arthur Frazin
 Jackie Frazin
Frances Frieder
 David and Rondi Frieder
Frieda Friedman
 Jackie Frazin
Marvin Friedman
 David and Myra Rieger
 Jackie Frazin
Lester Goldstein
 Arleen Goldstein
Lisbeth C. Gross
 Pamm Gross
 Sophie Gross
Leona and Eddie Holtzman
 Richard and Verna Lind
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Patricia Evelyn Humphrey
 Cheri Bauder
Robert Kahn
 Shere Kahn
Marvin J. Kippur
 Rosanna Kippur
Lillian Glassman Krupp
 Louis Krupp
Irvin and Tilly Kurtz
 Jim and Phyllis Kurtz-Phelan
Harold Lande
 Marilyn Lande
Eva Mozes
 Asher Mozes
Irving Pack
 Barbara Pack
Abe Paper
 Jan Fisher
Phyllis Paper
 Don and Kathy Paper
John and Elouis Phelan
 Jim and Phyllis Kurtz-Phelan
Boris Pilman
 Sofiya Reznik
Daniel Postashnick
 Merle and Carla Steele
 Howard and Sandra Wolf
Bluyma Reznik
 Sofiya Reznik
Pauline Ruzicka
 Paula and Tim Gilbert
Betty Solverman
 Meyer and Judy Sussman
Rose Suletsky
 Marilyn Fiedelman
Bill Sunshine
 Mel and Myrna Engbar
Julia Verderber
 Evie Verderber
Bonnie Vigil
 Jeff and Julie Vigil

COLORADO GIVES DAY

Anonymous Donors
Donna Antonoff
Dennis Barron
Joe and Sandy Bean
Michael and Denise Bilyeu
Cynthia Dash
Julie Durst
David Gesundheit and
 Honey Wedgle-Gesundheit
Ursula Gray
Andy and Leslie Heins
Janice Johnson
Arnold and Linda Kaplan
Linda and Bob Kirscht
Mel and Roberta Klein
Michael and Wendy Klein
Gina Koehler
Scott and Laure Levin
Cindy Luebke
Robin Margolin
David and Peggy Marks
Lisa Meltzer
Debra and Frank Piazza
Elisa Robyn

Eugene and Susan Sherman
Barbara Singer
Shana Solomon
Joan Burgess Wells

MITZVAH GIFTS

Anonymous Donors
Shoshana and Larry Adler
Carolyn Alderson
Max and Elaine Appel
Judy Armstrong
Garrett and Elke Barter
Chuck Bellock and Maggie Morris
Regi Block
Dennis and Lynn Blum
Gerry Bobrick
Linda Boelter
Sandie Brown
Cynthia Chapman
Larry and Rhoda Coben
Susan Cooper and Richard Cohn
Richard Fantel
Patty and Mike Fisher
Julie Goldberg
Barbara Goldburg
Barry and Thorey Goldstein
Harold M. and Mary B. Morris
 Charitable Fund
Phyllis Hayutin
David and Ann Hoffman
Carole Jacobs
Bob and Mila Kagan
Jill Kent
Kramer Construction & 

Management
Alan Kris
Lisa Laff
Peggy Lehmann
Noah and Arinn Makovsky
Dolores Martinez Hernandez and
 Robert Hernandez, M.D.
Ari Melmed
Larry and Carol Mizel
Jerry and Lois Moskowitz
Don and Hope Neergaard
Singer Family Foundation
 Andrea Pollack and Cintra Pollack
Roberta Quiat
Mariah Quish
Jeff and Stacy Robinson
Patty and Mike Rolnick
Rose Community Foundation
Amy Rosenberg and John Slafsky
Charlotte Rubin
Gina Schmidt
Howard and Marilyn Selinger
Jerry and Marilyn Snyder
Noreen Stillman
Mr. and Mrs. Strebor
Cathy Sunshine
Tuchman Family Foundation
 Ken and Debra Tuchman
The Van Vleet Foundation
Abe Wagner and Susan Friedman
Karellynne Watkins
Sydney White
Steve and Barb Zimmerman

Yvonne and Richard Zuber
David and Donna Zucker

EMPLOYEE HOLIDAY FUND

Tony Afshary
Denise Alcala
Carolyn Alderson
Jason Alderson and Jeremy Frenkel
Steven Anderson
Bruce Baer
Bruce and Jennifer Bendell
Dr. Mark and Jody Berman
Beverly Black
Linda Boelter
Michael Bowen
Teresa and Barry Bradshaw
Marsha Brandt
Steve and Judi Braunstein
Fumiko Brown
Frank Buhler
Liz and Jeffery Carter
Chotin Foundation
 Robin Chotin
Cherokee Cingoranelli
David Clamage
Joel Clayburn
Joy Clemenson and Family
Andy Cohen
Lisa and Shell Cook
Denise Cooper
Jerry Coulter
Danit Cunningham
Virginia Daniel
George Dawson
Drew Demers
Vern and Lisa Engbar
Travis Farber
Kathy Fischer
Andy and Luci Fisher
Richard and Jane Fisher
Judy and Paul Francois
Shari Freis
Lynn and Bill Geller
Paula and Tim Gilbert
Christine and Christopher Guarente
Trevor Hartford
Janice Johnson
Doretha Jones
Rosalinda Jordan
Lorrie Keller-Garcia
Jeong Kim
Tsilya Kogut
Nataliya Kontorovich
Marie Kossuth
James and Phyllis Kurtz-Phelan
Marc Levine
Dorothy Lias
Kindra Madrigal
Debra and David Madril
LeeAnn Maitland
Teressa Marion
Kara Markum
Michaelena Moore
JoAnne Moreno
Jay and Joyce Moskowitz
Malek Moukadem
Nina and Kelly O’Loughlin

Janine O’Neill
Stuart and Robin Pack
Essie Perlmutter
Joseph Phillips
Jason Pierce
Lucy and Vladimir Reingevurts
Sandy Ricci
Elisa Robyn
Craig Rose
Jeffrey Rose
Bev Rouleau
Bill Saba
Esperanza Salazar
Valery Saminsky
Michael Schaffer
Richard Schirrmacher
James and Sherry Schoenberger
Michael Shinbein
Heath Shuford
Mila Shusterman
Christopher and Melinda Sigle
Fran and Anna Simon
Basil and Phillipa Smidt
Donna Strong
Susan Syhre
Ephraim Talmi
Barbara Tardiff
Pamela Wadler
Keith Warner
Joan Burgess Wells
Paul Witonsky
Patricia Witzel
Mark and Carol Zaitz
Sam and Stephanie Zaitz
Jerri Zbylski

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
RENOVATION/DECORATION

Marshall and Helene Abrahams
Jason Alderson and Jeremy Frenkel
Chotin Foundation
 Robin Chotin
Clarence V Laguardia Foundation
Lisa and Shell Cook
Eleanore and Harold Foonberg
David Goldberg
Julie Goldberg
Lorna Gray
Barry and Arlene Hirschfeld
Marc Levine
Steve and Diane Levine
Next50 Initiative
Essie Perlmutter
J and R Pluss Fund
Dr. Richard and Annette Pluss
Dr. William and Susan Pluss
Jane E Rosenbaum
Shana Glassman Foundation
Strear Family Foundation
The Jay and Rose Phillips
  Family Foundation
Steven and Michelle Toltz
Drs. Anne and Mel Wernimont



Dog Therapy at Shalom Park Brings Love 
and Comfort  to Care Partners and Elders

Shalom Park Elder Irina, Regis High School 
Volunteer Clare and Care Partner Gina

Shalom Park Elder Elaine loving her pet visit
Shalom Park Care Partner Charley 
with his dog Zuzu

14800 E. Belleview Drive
Aurora, CO 80015


