
 

 

Dear families,  
 
RE: Industrial Strike Action Update – Wednesday 1 February 2023 
 
I hope this letter finds you well.  Following on from our CEO, Ms Buchanan’s letter on 17 January 
regarding the upcoming NEU national and regional teacher’s strike action. Four dates have been 
announced over the coming weeks, the first of which is next Wednesday, 1st February 2023. The 
strike is happening because of a national dispute between the unions and the government, and not 
because of any issues at our school. I am writing to provide details on the arrangements here at 
Lyndhurst Primary School for your child. 

 
The vast majority of our teaching staff are part of the NEU union or are affected by 
closures in other schools. So, unfortunately, we cannot plan to open the school as 
usual to all students on Wednesday, 1 February 2023. We have not taken this decision 
lightly. We remain committed to providing a safe and secure environment for our pupils, 
and feel that we would be unable to provide this with the limited staff we have available.  
 
The further three strike days are currently Thursday 2nd March, Wednesday 15th March 
and Thursday 16th March. If the situation remains the same as for next week, we will need 
to close the school on these dates too. However, we will confirm this with you nearer the 
time. 
 
Given the smaller numbers of teachers available on this day, we are prioritising onsite 
provision for our nursery students.  
 
Therefore, our plans for Reception- year 6 on Wednesday, 1 February 2023, are as 
follows: 
 

• The school site will be closed to all students in Reception to Year 6 
• Students with an EHCP or with a Child in Need status will receive a call from our 

support staff during the day to check they can access work and check on their well-
being.  

• For families in receipt of free school meals, the school will issue a £3 voucher to 

cover the cost of a school meal that day (Please note, this is different from our 

universal free healthy meals that all of our primary children in Southwark benefit 

from).  

• Teachers will not be setting remote learning for their classes on these days. 
However, our pupils can certainly use the time away from school to catch-up on 
their homework activities. Parents and carers can also draw-upon the optional 
activities that we provide via the dip and do.  



 

 

• Students can access Oak National Academy online lessons. These high-quality 
external lessons include teacher tuition, student tasks and quizzes and align with 
the national curriculum.  
 

 
Our plans for Nursery on Wednesday, 1 February 2023, are as follows: 
 

• The school will be open as normal. It will be staffed by the adults on site and not 
necessarily the normal members of staff.  

• We will not be covering formal learning sessions such as phonics.  
• Lunch will be provided as normal by the catering staff.  
• We will not be able to provide childcare for siblings of nursery pupils.  

 
I understand that this information will disrupt the work plans of many of you. I also know 
that our teachers are committed to providing the best education for all our pupils at 
Lyndhurst Primary School. I thank them for their continued hard work and commitment to 
our school community as we plan for this challenging day.  
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
Tom Turnham  
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