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Marae upgrade project nears end
By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy 

Reporter
A $16 million marae renovation pro-

gramme is drawing to a close, with a third 
of marae in the west of the North Island 
including the Waimarino, the top of the 
South Island and the Chatham Islands 
benefiting from major upgrades.

Funded by the Provincial Growth Fund, 
the mass renovation project was a regional 
job creation scheme that enabled 64 marae 
in the Tai Hauāuru region to carry out 
capital works.

Te Puni Kōkiri regional director for Te 
Tai Hauāuru, Jessica Smith, said the project 
allowed marae communities to complete 
shovel-ready work, including essential 
repairs, maintenance and infrastructure.

Smith said the two-year initiative gener-
ated local jobs and cadetships. This was 
a lower number than forecast because 
smaller jobs were clustered as a strategy 
to create employment over a longer period.

The scheme also created new Māori 
enterprises and reconnected whānau back 
to their marae.

“It was a great opportunity for employ-
ment, bolstering businesses that already 
exist, enabling whānau to have new busi-
nesses, and supporting cadetships and work 
experience.

“But it wasn’t just about creating jobs 
– actually it created far more than that. 
Coming back to work on your marae as a 
contractor, businesses created as a conse-
quence of this mahi, finding out informa-
tion about your whānau, moving towns to 
be closer to reconnect with your marae … 
so many amazing stories that have come 
out of this particular programme.

“It was that culture, connection, being 
able to build businesses, all those sorts 
of things.”

Among those to benefit were 24 marae of 
the Whanganui River, Rangitīkei, Tauma-
runui, the Waimarino and South Taranaki, 
which had $7.7 million of work approved 
under the scheme.

“Some have already finished and we’re 
hoping to have the majority completed by 
the end of February subject to contractors’ 
availability, delays in materials and those 
kinds of things.”

Smith said not all marae were able to 

RDC representation 
appeals heard

Appeals and objections to the Ruapehu 
District Council’s representation propos-
als was being heard via Zoom yesterday.

Three appellants – Fiona Kahukura 
Chase, Peter Zimmer and Tim Leahy – 
had asked to be heard in support of their 
submissions.

Three members of the Local Gov-

ernment Commission were to hear the 
appeals.

After the appellants had addressed the 
commission, the Ruapehu District Coun-
cil would have the right of reply.

The hearing can be accessed at http://
www.lgc.govt.nz/representation-reviews/

Mangamingi Marae, on the Raetihi-Ohakune Road, is lifted up to be repiled last week – part of the 
PGF project. Photo: Liz Brooker, Toi Communications.

Ring of Fire, Tussock cancelled
The Ring of Fire and the Tussock Traverse trail 

events have been cancelled again, organisers announced 
yesterday.

“Here we go again … Covid-19 has become the kryp-
tonite of the events industry,” Victory Events announced 
on social media yesterday.

The Ring of Fire event was cancelled in 2020, just a 
few days out from the start.

On Saturday 30 January 2021 the ROF 50km was run 
within the annual Tussock Traverse event, with the intent 
to bring ROF back in March 2022. 

“Things were looking good for a time, so we forged 

forward with planning for the event,” says Victory.
“Once again entries were high, showing us that you 

really wanted (and needed) the event to go ahead just as 
much as we did and we were getting excited.”

The Goat went ahead on 21 January, but days later the 
Government announced that due to a potential new strain 
outbreak, the entire country would be moved to a modified 
Red setting, effective immediately. 

“We were relieved for the Goat, but worried for ROF.
“Since this announcement, event management has been 

working hard considering all of the logistics, risks, and 
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CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune	 Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new summer menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique 
wines and cocktails to quench that summer thirst. Playroom 
for the kids, foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids 
entertained. Spectacular mountain views. A great place for 
casual get togethers or special occasions. Contactless takeaways 
available. Open 7 days, 5pm till late.

Eating out 
in the

Ruapehu District

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road	 Ph: 06 385 8888
The iconic Powderkeg gives you that warm alpine feel with large 
open fires, hot mulled wine and a great craft beer selection. With 
over 30 years’ commitment to service and good quality free range 
food. Follow us on instagram @powderkegbar for our weekly 
deals, parties and giveaways. Great breakfast and delicious brunch 
cocktails. Open 7am – 10.30am and reopening 4pm daily 7 days a 
week. See you at The Keg.

KINGS bar & restaurant
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction	 Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by locally 
renown chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and is the 
exclusive venue to offer Ruapehu Brewing Company beers on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Open 7 days from 4pm. 
Contactless takeaways available.

Utopia Café/Restaurant
47 Clyde St, Ohakune	 Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 7:30am – 4pm for all day breakfast and lunch. A 
cosy memorable atmosphere with a great range of yummy food 
and beverages, including regional famous Volcano coffee, Allganics 
juices, iced blended Mocha and chocolate, 7 kinds of smoothies. 
There is a function room too for meetings and special occasions. 
Speedy free WiFi! A perfect place for everybody!

What’s 
on round 
Ruapehu

Funday Horse Sports 	 26 February 

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433, tcbskiandboard.co.nz

Please email: ads@rupaheubulletin.co.nz or call 06 385 
8532 or if you have something to add to this column.

Vaccination Clinic
Protect yourself, your whānau and community

Or book your vaccination for 
a day and time that suits you

0800 28 29 26 
BookMyVaccine.nz 

Where

When

Winstone Pulp International Ltd

24 February 2022

Families are welcome
Anyone 5 year or older
10:00am - 3:00pm

Raetihi Gutbuster canned

participate in the PGF programme but a major data in-
sights project was underway to help inform a wider marae 
development rollout.

“One of our focus areas is to create good data, insights 
and information across all of our marae so we can be more 
strategic and proactive in supporting marae aspirations.

“Sixty percent of our marae don’t have a development 
plan, many don’t have insurance because they can’t afford 
it, water infrastructure is poor. Electrical infrastructure is 
poor in Taumarunui so how do we support them to look 
at alternative energy sources? In Covid times we need 
emergency management plans, we need defibrillator 
programmes.

“Knowing that across all of our marae enables us to be 
really strategic about how we support.”

The information would be used to seek targeted support 
from central and local government, and create policy and 
investment settings to support marae.

“Our role is to support marae to fulfil their aspirations 
and to increase capability and capacity in any way we can. 
The data insights project has already gathered information 
from 60 percent of our marae and we’re in the process 
of going back around again to engage with everyone.”

From Page 1

Marae upgrade project nears end
Smith said the scale of 

the project meant Te Puni 
Kōkiri had to increase the 
size of its teams in Te Tai 
Hauāru.

“It’s quite a big piece 
of work. For instance, in 
this rohe alone we have 23 
marae in and around Tau-
marunui, 15 in Rangitīkei, 
27 in Whanganui and up the 
river, and 11 in Ruapehu – a 
total of 76 in all.”

Local Democracy Re-
porting is Public Interest 
Journalism funded through 
NZ On Air.
A B O V E  R I G H T : 
Mākar anu i  Mar ae 
between Ohakune and 
Raetihi is one of 64 
marae renovations in 
the Tai Hauāuru rohe. 
Photo/Moana Ellis.
B E L O W  R I G H T : 
Whānau inspect an 
early start to work 
at Mākaranui Marae 
on a Ngāti Tamakana 
hapū,  Uenuku iwi 
papakāinga between 
Ohakune and Raetihi. 
Photo/Moana Ellis.

The Raetihi Gutbuster cycle, walk or run has 
been cancelled for 2022.

The 2022 event was to be a “new look” gut-
buster, with a new off-road courses for runners, 
mountain bikers and e-bikers over stunning 
farmland.

Organisers are still positive about the event, 
for 2023, saying that Anthony Oswald, Mark 
Leishman and Tina Moore had ridden the new 
course, which gives “Gutbuster” a whole new 
meaning – the hills are steep and relentless and 
will test the stamina of competitors. 

The new courses will include a 50km and 21k 
run and mountain biking – including ebikes – 
off-road trail, 4-5k walk/run along the Makotuku 
Track and a one-kilometre kid’s dash, along 
with the road bike races from Raetihi to Pipiriki 
return (55km) and Pipiriki to Raetihi (27km).
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1.  If you are reliant on electricity for medical support equipment, please contact your medical provider for advice.
2.  Turn off all electronic appliances at the wall (microwaves, TVs, DVDs, computers etc). 
3.  Lift and store enough drinking water from personal water wells before the power goes off.
4.  If you are on shift work, fill up your petrol tank the night before – remember pumps and eftpos won’t work.

5.  While the power is off, treat all power lines and electrical wiring as being live at all times as it could be restored earlier than planned.

PREPARING FOR THE POWER OUTAGE
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Why is the power going off?
Transpower, the owner and operator of the National Grid, and Powerco who connect homes and businesses in this 
region are undertaking essential maintenance work at the Mataroa substation and its connecting lines. Unfortunately, 
this maintenance cannot be undertaken while the 
substation is in service.

Transpower and Powerco would like to advise residents 
and businesses in and around Taihape, Waiouru and 
surrounding areas that a power outage is required on:

Sunday 20 February 2022,  
from 9:00am – 4:00pm.
Note, this date could be affected by severe adverse weather.  
Our alternative outage date is Sunday 27 February.

The areas likely to be affected by the power outage are 
shown on the adjacent map. We recognise that there is 
never an ideal time for consumers to be without electricity 
and we apologise for any inconvenience this power outage 
may cause. Transpower and Powerco have worked to find a 
time that is least inconvenient.

For further information, please contact communications@
transpower.co.nz or phone 04 590 7000. For information 
on whether your property is affected, please call your 
retailer with your customer number.

POWER OUTAGE FOR  
TAIHAPE, WAIOURU AND 
SURROUNDING AREAS  
SUNDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2022, 9:00am – 4:00pm

Electricity 
outage area

Please be advised our 
alternative outage date is 
Sunday 27 February.

R E M I N D E R

TPFH10222

The areas affected by the 
power outage shown on the 
map are illustrative only. 

Vaccinators egged 
as protesters force 
caution in children’s 
jab rollout

Ongarue Rail Tragedy 
remembered: call for 
memorial

Planning is well underway to commemorate Aotearoa 
New Zealand’s first major rail tragedy, which occurred  
on Friday 6 July 1923, just south of the Ongarue village, 
says committee chairman Weston Kirton. 

The Horizons Regional Councillor is aiming to reach 
out to families, railway staff and volunteers who helped 
the injured.

The crash was a fatal end to a passenger train service 
between Auckland and Wellington, carrying over 200 pas-
sengers during terrible weather conditions, which occurred 
when the locomotive hit a landslide and derailed, killing 
17 and injuring 27.

“We have researched names of the 17 killed whose 
names will be recorded on a suitable plaque at a nearby 
pull-off area for the public to read and learn more of the 
tragedy,” says Kirton.

The committee has sought funding for the monument 
from a Rail Heritage Trust, but says there is a lot more 
needed to develop an area that hopefully becomes a memo-
rial for the present and future generations to visit.

“It is important we engage with the local community 
particularly the local Ongarue Primary School. The chil-
dren from the school are intending to invite the Prime 
Minister to the commemoration in 2023.

Marcus Tatton, at left, and Weston Kirton. Artist Marcus Tatton is in negotiations with the committee 
to produce the memorial.

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy 
Reporter

Māori health providers are holding back 
on Covid-19 vaccinations for children in 
the face of growing anti-vaxxer protest in 
the wider Whanganui region.

That is despite the area recording the 
second-lowest rate in the country of vac-
cinations for children aged 5 to 11 years.

Iwi collective Te Ranga Tupua says 
one of its mobile vaccination clinics was 
egged in Aramoho, Whanganui last week 
and anti-vaxxer activity has been ramp-
ing up since children became eligible for 
vaccination.

According to the Ministry of Health, as 
of last week only 1600 (24 percent) of 6600 
eligible children in the Whanganui District 
Health Board area have had their first shot. 
The rate for tama-
riki Māori is even 
worse, with only 
400 (15 percent) 
of Māori aged 
between 5 and 11 
years getting their 
first jab. The Whanganui District Health 
Board area includes parts of Rangitīkei and 
the Waimarino/Ruapehu district.

Te Ranga Tupua rapid response vaccina-
tion co-lead Elijah Pue says anti-vaxxers 
are now targeting the iwi collective’s mo-
bile teams daily with the message “hands 
off our tamariki”.

“The anti-vax community have ramped 
up the rhetoric. It is a health and safety is-
sue for our staff and our frontline teams.”

He said the iwi collective does not want 
to bring in security, preferring instead to 

encourage kōrero.
Te Ranga Tupua is midway through a 15-

week effort to lift Māori vaccination rates 
in Whanganui, Rangitīkei, South Taranaki 
and the Waimarino.

Pue said the iwi collective was taking 
the time to engage with parents who have 
questions or are hesitant before it launches 
a region-wide child vaccination rollout 
on 14 February. About 120 parents par-
ticipated in an online information session 
with Covid-19 experts last week. Pue said 
Te Ranga Tupua would continue to take 

a cautious ap-
proach and has 
more informa-
tion sessions for 
parents planned 
next week.

The  Whan-
ganui DHB vaccination uptake for both 
Māori and non-Māori children is the 
second lowest in the country, with only 
Northland recording lower numbers.

Spokesperson Louise Allsopp said the 
DHB is encouraging whānau to talk with 
their trusted healthcare providers to work 
through any concerns about vaccinating 
their 5-11 year olds.

“We are also ensuring existing providers 
are supported to start vaccinating children 
when they are ready,” Allsopp said.

A Te Ranga Tupua iwi collective mobile team and residents in Raetihi. 
Photo/Supplied Te Ranga Tupua.

Iwi collective vaccination teams are engaging with parents who have 
questions or are hesitant before Te Ranga Tupua launches a region-wide 
child vaccination rollout on February 14, says vaccination co-lead Elijah 
Pue. Photo/Moana Ellis.

Turn to Page 4

‘There’s an impression that Omicron 
causes milder disease and that’s true but 
the scale of cases is so large that even 

a small percentage of severe illnesses is 
quite a serious situation.’
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©THE PUZZLE COMPANY
Across
1. Housing facility for the elderly (4,4)
7. The number of national State 
Highways (5)
8. Range which is crossed by Evans, 
Dyers and Gebbies passes (4,5)
9. Bulk storage container for milk (3)
10. At hand (4)
11. Downpour (6)
13. Auckland electorate held by National 
since 1960 (6)
14. Invercargill, opened in 1910, is NZ’s 
oldest of this type of institution (6)
17. Karearea is the native species of this 
bird (6)
18. Fish considered a pest (4)
20. A marsupial (abbr) (3)
22. Exemplary example (4,5)
23. Indonesian cloth made by wax-
resistant dyeing (5)
24. NZ’s longest serving mayor (8)

Down
1. Mature (5)
2. Mocking irony (7)
3. NZ’s heaviest beetle (4)
4. Much derided hairstyle, as worn by All 
Black Jack Goodhue (6)
5. Rosette shaped succulent with thick 
rigid leaves and tall flower spikes (5)
6. Site for radio or trains (7)
7. Where freshwater mixes with the sea 
(7)
12. Play around (7)
13. As a result of that (7)
15. Disliked person (2-3-2)
16. Money (colloq) (6)
17. Wal Footrot’s favourite game (5)
19. Species of whale known for stranding 
themselves on beaches (5)
21. In the thick of (4)

Previous solution
Across: 7. Winston Peters, 8. Wharenui, 9. Puku, 10. Dollop, 12. Scrawl, 14. Umu, 
15. Global, 17. Nestlé, 19. Rapt, 21. Reproach, 23. Morning Report. 
Down: 1. Night owl, 2. Astral, 3. Hoon, 4. April Sun, 5. Stupor, 6. Trek, 11. Pull rank, 
13. Wild card, 16. Botany, 18. Sloppy, 20. Atom, 22. Pure.

THE         CROSSWORD
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ISSN 1178-7406 (online)
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‘Game on’, 
says McKelvie 

“The key things are that people have the right informa-
tion to make their decision for their whānau, then [that] 
vaccinations are available from the right people at the 
right time. There has been a focus from Māori providers 
on getting accurate information out there before they start 
vaccinating.”

The public health team was providing support to lo-
cal school principals around Covid protection measures, 
including wearing masks at school. The DHB was also 
supporting additional providers to start delivering Covid 
vaccinations for both adults and children, Allsopp said.

Covid-19 Māori health analyst Rāwiri Taonui said tama-
riki Māori vaccination numbers throughout the country 
were concerning and must be lifted urgently before the 
Omicron variant takes hold.

“There’s an impression that Omicron causes milder 
disease and that’s true but the scale of cases is so large 
that even a small percentage of severe illnesses is quite a 
serious situation.”

Taonui said Ministry data shows 18 percent of tamariki 
Māori (5-11s) nationwide have had their first vaccination 
compared to 33 percent for all ethnicities. But the gap was 
much wider due to an undercount of more than 12,000 in 
the index the Ministry uses to count vaccinations and the 
estimated number of tamariki Māori, he said.

“That gap is closer to 25 or 26%. A more accurate 
calculation of the tamariki vaccination is 16.1 percent for 
Māori compared to 40.9 percent for non-Māori/Pacific.”

Taonui is calling on the government to cut the wait 
time between first and second child vaccinations from 

eight weeks to three, and to prioritise the tamariki Māori 
vaccination rollout to avoid repeating the inequities of the 
national vaccination programme to date.

“This includes targeting low-decile schools with large 
Māori enrolments,” Taonui said.

“At the moment Māori cases are very low. But at some 
point there’s going to be a vector by which Omicron 
begins to make its way into our community and that is 
likely to come when our children go back to school and 
begin mixing with kids from other communities and take 
the virus home.”

He said the Ministry of Health must release tamariki 
Māori data to the Whānau Ora Commissioning Agency 
and other Māori health providers to help them quickly 
locate children who have yet to be vaccinated.

Delays in child vaccinations now would carry through 
to second vaccinations. With the current eight-week wait 
time between vaccinations, a child vaccinated today would 
not be fully protected until April – well after Omicron has 
taken hold in the country.

“That’s a real concern. We could get caught out really 
quite badly,” Taonui said.

“We are starting to see numbers overseas, for instance 
in the United States and amongst other indigenous groups, 
where there’s a lot of children getting ill and child hospi-
talisations are increasing.

“We’re already in a situation where by mid-January 
tamariki Māori were 53 percent of all under 12 infection 
and 63 percent of all hospitalisation. If we don’t get the 
tamariki vaccination rollout right, those numbers could 
become even worse.”

Local MP Ian McKelvie reflects on 
the recent National Party meeting in 
Queenstown:

• Last week Team National hit the 
ground running at a caucus retreat in 
Queenstown. I must say, I haven’t been 
to Queenstown many times, but it was 
barely recognisable – empty streets, cafes 
and shops.

The vibrancy and eclectic mix of people 
just wasn’t there. New Zealand Rugby’s 
decision to relocate the six New Zealand 
based Super Rugby Pacific teams (includ-
ing players, coaches, officials and support 
staff) to Queenstown for the next four 
weeks to ensure the competition can go 
ahead as scheduled is great news.  I’m 
sure it will give the town a huge and very 
welcome lift.

Back to the Caucus conference – a 
great way to start to the political year, and 
it was enthusiastically attended by all of 
National’s MPs and their partners. National 
Party leader Chris Luxon said from the 
start – “It’s game on!”

We focused on things that matter to New 
Zealand and New Zealanders and the issues 
that will be important this year – like the 
economy, Covid, Māori, housing, health, 
poverty and the environment.

It was great to talk about National’s role 
as being about more than just ‘opposing’.

Under the new leadership of the National 
party we will focus on outcomes – to al-
low every New Zealander to reach their 

Kiwi dream. And we will broaden our 
focus beyond economic issues because the 
economy, society and our environment are 
all inextricably interlinked.

We’ll also continue to hold this Labour 
Government to account. We have to! Gov-
ernment spending is out of control, in fact 
it’s up around 68% in the last five years. 
And all that money has to be paid back. 
The people getting hurt the most are the 
poor and vulnerable and elderly, because 
rising inflation hits those on fixed and low 
incomes hardest.  

I came away from two days in the deep 
south with a renewed sense of purpose. At 
the heart if it, National cares deeply about 
people. It’s why we’re here. And – “It’s 
game on!”

MP Ian McKelvie.

From Page 3

Caution in children’s jab rollout

Just a 
flying 
visit
We’ll be carrying out helicopter 
Inspections of power lines in your 
area soon. Inspecting lines is 
critical to delivering you a safe, 
reliable service.
Flights are weather dependent and 
may change, see website for updates.

WHERE WE’RE FLYING: WHEN WE’RE FLYING:

February  
2022

0800 367 546 
thelinescompany.co.nz

• Kaitieke
• Kirikau
• Manunui
• Matiere
• Ōhura
• Otunui

• Ōwhango
• Raurimu
• Retaruke
• Taumarunui
• Tokirima
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WIDEST RANGE OF BATTERY 
GARDENING TOOLS

MOST TRUSTED BRAND  
IN GARDEN TOOLS

2017-2021

Garden Power ToolsGarden Power Tools

*Valid on selected products from 01 December 2021 - 28 February 2022 or while stocks last. Terms and conditions apply. See in-store or online for details.

STIHL HSA 56 BATTERY   
HEDGETRIMMER KIT 
(Incl. Battery & Charger)

$495

STIHL MS 180   
16” PETROL CHAINSAW

$450

STIHL FSA 60   
BATTERY LINETRIMMER KIT 
(Incl. Battery & Charger)

$595

60M ROLL OF  
2MM NYLON  
LINE VALUED  

AT $33

FREE
CHAINSAW  

STARTER PACK 
VALUED  
AT $103

FREE
PG 25 SECATEURS 

VALUED  
AT $65

FREE

MAKE YOUR BACKYARD 
THE BEST ROOM IN THE HOUSE
GET FREE ACCESSORIES WITH SELECTED STIHL POWER TOOLS*

Dekker Machinery
29 Seddon St, Raetihi.
Phone 06 385 4224.

1

2 3

37.86 hectares
AUCTION
www.nzr.nz/RX3168383

AUCTION 
10.30am, Thu 17th March 2022
NZR, 1 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune 

Jamie Proude 
06 385 4466 | 027 448 5162 
jamie@nzr.nz

NZR Central Ltd | Licensed REAA 2008

OH THE POSSIBILITIES...
Lot 1 Mangarewa Road, Ohakune

This diverse 37.86 ha block could add to your farm or lifestyle. 
Boasting majestic mountain views, wonderful building sites and 
the Makotuku River encasing the western boundary. Currently 
used as a successful lamb fattening unit plus harvesting 720 
bales annually. No recent market gardening history provides the 
options of many root and brassica crop rotations. The Easy 
contour and the soil profile of the highly regarded Ohakune Silt 
Loam open this property up to several possibilities including 
dairy support, supplementary fodder, horticulture crops or  a 
large lifestyle block. options for continuing with 

the event this year. 
“However, the Ring of 

Fire is a beast of an event 
that simply cannot be oper-
ated under the Red setting. 
We contemplated ‘waiting 
and seeing’, but we don’t 
want to play that game with 
so much on the line.

“So the most respon-
sible thing we can do is to 
announce … that we are 
cancelling the 2022 Ring 
of Fire incorporating the 
Tussock Traverse.

Contestants who have an 
entry for 2022 can transfer 
it to the 2023 event, or re-
ceive a 50% refund if they 
wish to cancel, up until 11 
March 2022.

“We know you will be 

From Page 1

Ring of Fire, Tussock 
Traverse cancelled

New Ātihau chair and deputy announced
Ātihau-Whanganui Incorporation has confirmed 

Dr Te Tiwha Puketapu as the new chair of the in-
corporation, at their recent January board meeting.

Dr Puketapu has been a committee of manage-
ment member for 10 years and during this time he 
has fulfilled the role of chair for our charitable arm, 
Te Āti Hau Trust and recently the chair of the Audit 
and Risk Committee. Dr Puketapu was recently 
reappointed to the committee of management at 
the 2021 AGM.

In making the announcement, the Board ac-
knowledged outgoing chair Mavis Mullins who 
has served as chair of the incorporation since 
2012. Mullins announced at the 2020 Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) that 2021 would be her 
last year as chair.

The committee of management have appointed 
Che Wilson as the deputy chair. He will also re-
place Dr Puketapu as the chair of Audit and Risk 
Committee. Mr Wilson has been a committee of 
management member for 14 years.

“Both Dr Puketapu and Mr Wilson bring a 
wealth of governance experience, institutional 

knowledge, and commitment to these roles. Both 
Te Tiwha and Che are known also for their respec-
tive involvement and contributions to whānau, 
hapū and iwi development,” stated the Incorpora-
tion in a press release.

“I wish to acknowledge Mavis Mullins for her 
leadership during her time as the chair. Her passion 
and drive encouraged board members, manage-
ment, and staff across the incorporation to work 
hard to achieve the aspirations of our shareholders 
and people. Her business expertise and strategic 
leadership has created many opportunities for 
the incorporation, where she has set the strategic 
direction for the incorporation”, says Dr Puketapu.

Mr Wilson also acknowledges Mullins’ com-
mitment to the people and her big-heart leadership 
qualities. 

“Mavis has provided many opportunities and 
supported many young and up and coming Māori 
leaders, including the Māori Women Agriculture 
space. Mavis will always go out of her way to 
support young Māori to achieve their goals and 
aspirations and has been one of the main contribu-

tors to the Awhiwhenua Apprentice programme on 
Te Pā Station”, says Mr Wilson.

Both Dr Puketapu and Mr Wilson, alongside and 
together with all board members, are committed 
to leading the incorporation with their combined 
skills and experience, says AWI.

“It is important for both Che and I to continue 
with the strategic goals and aspirations we have 
in place for our whenua and people. We believe 
in the strength of collective leadership and with 
the commitment of all board members we will 
continue to look after the land for the land to look 
after us”, says Dr Puketapu.

“Connectivity back to home and to our people 
is a priority for the board. We should always be 
accountable to our people, and we need to ensure 
we take them on a journey, give reassurance we 
are good kaitiaki of the whenua and continue to 
provide opportunities for our people to engage with 
the whenua,” says Mr Wilson.

Both Dr Puketapu and Mr Wilson have already 
started preparing the governance plan for 2022 and 
look forward to sharing these with shareholders 

and staff in the coming months.
The Ātihau-Whanganui Incorporation is a col-

lective of more than 9000 shareholders, farming 
21,000 effective hectares of ancestral land from 
Ohakune to Whanganui, including eight sheep and 
beef stations and a dairy farm. It produces lamb, 
beef, milk and wool from 75,000 ewes, 4000 beef 
cows and 700 dairy cows. Ātihau-Whanganui also 
has more than 3000 beehives.

Dr Te Tiwha Puketapu.

disappointed, and we are sorry that 
it has come to this. But we hope that 
you will take us up on the offer of 

a full transfer, because ROF will 
be back, and it will be delivered as 
intended.”

The challenging round-Ruapehu trail run has been cancelled again. Photo: Ring of Fire/
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Local newspaper 
advertising is alive 
and well right here 

in Ruapehu

Contact Jude today 
for details of our 
*Starter Pack on 06 385 8532  
Email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

There is a lot of talk about the demise of newspapers, following the explosion 
of on-line media. But local community newspapers like the Ruapehu Bulletin 
reach as many people as they always did. With the cacophony of information 
through electronic media, our readers like to pick up their Bulletin and read 

about the people and places in their community.
You can by-pass the confusing and eye-watering number of websites

(last count, well over half a billion) and talk directly with your customers by 
advertising each week in the Ruapehu Bulletin.

Your stories, 
your people, 

your community, 
your newspaper, 

your place to
reach your 
customers
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• Building/Alterations

• Joinery

• Design Work

• Automotive Glass

• Glass

• Kitchens

• Concrete Cutting

Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444

Builder Joiners Glaziers

R e g i s t e r e d

Master Builder

MEMBER

ORNE
ROSBH

Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

16 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune. 06 385 0170

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

At Bayleys we are deeply grateful to our national network 

of clients and customers for their continued support 

through an unsettled year, and we look forward to giving 

you something to cheer about as we head towards a 

somewhat different, but altogether better holiday season. 

Warmest wishes for a very happy holidays from the 

team at Bayleys.ALTOGETHER READY FOR THE

Jess wins 

in AndorraRural 
Ruapehu 

‘least 
vaccinated 

places’
Iwi collective seeks new approach as it 

chips away at first vaccinations

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter

An iwi collective says it will need to change tack in the second 

half of its 15-week rapid response rollout to lift Māori vaccination 

numbers.
The Ranga Tupua iwi collective has been sending four mobile 

clinics into the least vaccinated areas of Whanganui, South Taranaki, 

Rangitīkei and the Waimarino since early December.

Operation co-lead Elijah Pue says the mobile teams are continu-

ing to see steady numbers of second vaccinations and boosters, but 

first vaccinations are key.

“I would love to see more first-vax numbers – vaccination is our 

best protection,” Pue said.

“In terms of our target and who really needs our attention are those 

ones who haven’t yet been vaccinated. We might be vaccinating 

four or five firsts a day. If you think about that over a week or over 

a month, it turns into big numbers.

“But we’ve got some really important conversations to have to 

understand how we might start to drive home and go really hard 

into those hard-to-reach areas to boost those numbers.”

Pue said Castlecliff, Gonville and some of the rural parts of 

Rangitīkei were areas of concern, but the least vaccinated places 

continued to be Raetihi and the rural areas of the Waimarino, includ-

ing from the back of the Parapara to Karioi, Tangiwai and across 

toward National Park.

He says in Raetihi township about 120 individuals had yet to 

receive their first vaccination. That is 12 percent of the township’s 

population of just over a thousand.

“We are looking at that mesh-block data in terms of street by 

street, and where we might need to be placing our mobile units, and Snow skiing? Or ‘rock dropping’ – Jess Hotter ‘sends it’ off a cliff in her winning run in Andorra in the Freeride 

World Tour on Sunday. See inside for details. Photo: Freeride World Tour.
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Goats race to Tūroa

Maia Flint enjoys the stunning conditions for The Goat trail run on Saturday. The young Tauranga runner 

was the fastest female home. See inside for details. Photo: www.photos4sale.co.nz.

‘Tramping 

on wheels’ 

a growing 

Ruapehu 

attraction
Ruapehu has two of the best cycle 

trails in New Zealand’s Great Rides 

network, says Lynley Twyman, ‘trail 

champion’ for both the Mountains to 

Sea Ngā Ara Tūhono Cycleway and 

The Timber Trail.

She was introduced to the Ruapehu 

District Council at their last meeting, 

where she briefed councillors on the 

performance of the trails to date.

“The Mountains to Sea trail is the 

most diverse ride in the country, and 

the Timber Trail (through the Pureora 

Forest) is arguably the best 2-day ride 

in New Zealand,” she told councillors.

The growth is contributing to the 

local economy year-round and is 

increasing.
Estimates put the Timber Trail’s 

economic benefit to Ruapehu and 

neighbouring Waitomo at $7.6 mil-

lion last year.

The Ohakune Old Coach Road – 

part of the Mountains to Sea – saw 

19,000 trips, with 59,000 trips on the 

M2Sea trail overall.

And demand is increasing on the 

Mangapurura section of the trail.

She said there are benefits all round 

from this ‘tramping on wheels’, not 

just economic – including social 

connections, increased environmental 

awareness and action (such as access-

ing pest trap lines for volunteers).

“It’s taking people back to nature.”

She said the Mountains to Sea trail 

has overall been the “poor cousin” in 

the Great Rides network for a number 

of reasons, but this is improving.

In recent months, as well as main-

tenance work, new signage has been 

installed for safety and riders’ enjoy-

ment, and a safer crossing installed 

at Horopito.
“The trail is now at a standard that 

we can promote it.

“The Mangapurua is a much safer 

ride, with DOC’s support.”

Maintenance is also improved on 

the Timber Trail with a new contrac-

tor signed up.

She said they use local staff for 

emergency works, which is helpful 

as a call such as for a tree fallen 

across the track “always happens on 

a Friday”.
The next stage – Te Ara Man-

gawhero – is due to start this summer, 

with the lower sections starting first.

“It’s going to add huge value to 

the trail.
“It’s not a downhill bombing trail 

(as some people have feared) – it will 

be getting people out into the ecology.

“We’re really quite excited for the 

area.”
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• Building/Alterations

• Joinery

• Design Work

• Automotive Glass

• Glass

• Kitchens

• Concrete Cutting

Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444
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Master Builder

MEMBER

ORNE
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Got my bike – ‘where are we going?’

Shearing famous 

five set new 

world record
Five King Country shearers have “blown 

all our expectations out of the water” 

when they established a five-stands World 

strong wool lamb shearing record of 3740 

in nine hours.

The words came from Te Kuiti gun 

Jack Fagan, who topped the day’s tallies 

with 811 – the “fastest Fagan on earth”, 

according to dad Sir David Fagan, who 29 

years ago to the day shore 810 to set a solo 

record in Southland.

Also along to watch was uncle John 

Fagan, who shore 804 in the early 1980s, 

and among the crew for the day was cousin 

James Fagan, who shore 740 in a still-intact 

four-stand record in 2007.

Shearing at Atihau-Whanganui Incor-

poration’s Te Pa Station on the Parapara 

on Wednesday 22 December, all five in 

the latest record hammered their previous 

best – the 29-year-old Jack Fagan’s ef-

fort being complemented by 18-year-old 

Taihape shearer Reuben Alabaster’s 774,  

Welsh shearers Delwyn Jones and Llion 

Jones, with 729 and 725 respectively, and 

“amazed-to-even-be-here” Kelly Brill, 

with 701.

Delwyn Jones, who shore a three-stand 

record in 2017, is from Corwen and Llion 

Jones from Llanwrst, maybe distant cous-

ins from way-back but both now settled in 

New Zealand.

Llion Jones’ wife Grace was his rousie, 

Loretta Brill likewise for son Kelly, and 

Alabaster having sister Lilly as his rousie 

and dad and shearer Riki in his pen. Del-

wyn Jones’s rousie was 2020-2021 No 

1-ranked Junior competition woolhandler 

Rahera Kerr, while Kelly Perawiti was 

rousie for Jack Fagan.

There was no previous record for the 

9hrs 5-stands strongwool lambs classifica-

tion, but watched by seven World Sheep 

Shearing Records Society judges – one 

via AVL from his home in Wales - the 

shearers showed they meant big business 

from the start.

Starting at 5am, they shore 810 in the 

first two hours to breakfast, and separated 

by morning and afternoon tea breaks and 

lunch they then shore successive 1hr 45min 

runs of 724, 737, 730 and 739 to the fin-

ish at 5pm.

Record-setting shearers (from left) Delwyn Jones, Jack Fagan, Llion 

Jones, Kelly Brill and Reuben Alabaster. Photo / SSNZ

Turn to Page 2

Kobe Learmonth from National Park School gets air on one of the many mountain bike rides 

the school took on in Term 4 of 2021. The school took the classroom outside on wheels, for fun 

and physics – as well as several other learning disciplines. See inside for more. Photo: NPS.
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Merry 

Christmas 

from the 

Bulletin!
Our next paper is on 

19 January 2022
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Ruapehu tackles 

‘huge’ level of 

gambling harm

World record shearing 

attempt at Te Pa

By Moana Ellis, 

local DEMocracy rEportEr

Ruapehu District Council is proposing 

a sinking lid policy for pokie machines 

and venues.
If adopted, the policy will block new 

pokie machines and venues in the district 

and prevent the transfer of existing ma-

chines and licences to new operators or 

locations.
The policy proposal aims to permanently 

reduce the number of gambling machines 

and venues in the district over time.

The council says the negative social 

impacts of pokie machines outweigh any 

positive contribution they make to life in 

Ruapehu.
According to research, there are between 

28 and 168 problem gamblers in the Rua-

pehu District, the council said. That num-

ber does not include family and household 

members affected by the gambling.

Waimarino-Waioūru ward councillor 

Elijah Pue said he knows anecdotally that 

pokies addiction is prevalent in the district 

and is especially high among Māori and 

Pasifika.
Huge harm

“There is an understanding in our com-

munity of the level of gambling harm and 

it’s huge in Ruapehu.

“More importantly, the amount of sup-

port available in the Ruapehu District for 

those with gambling addictions is practi-

cally zilch. That, in itself, is an indicator to 

me that we need to do what we can to re-

duce the access to gambling for our people 

and for our most vulnerable, and that’s the 

whole idea around the sinking lid.”

Pue said he was aware of community 

concerns that the policy would cut the 

amount of funding available to community 

and sports groups from gaming machine 

proceeds, but he said the impact would be 

much less than expected.

In any case, the council considers the 

current system of funding from gaming 

machines to community and local sports 

groups to be “uncertain, unsustainable and 

unethical”.
“A number of important community 

social services and sporting groups rely 

on community funding and know that in 

doing so, the money is often coming from 

the very communities they are trying to 

support,” the council said in supporting 

information.

Community funds cuts

But the sinking lid policy would not re-

sult in immediate or drastic cuts in funding 

for community groups, the council said. 

It was a long-term strategy to balance the 

reduction of pokies and pokie-related harm 

with funding benefit to the community.

A social impact assessment for the 

district found that people living in high-

deprivation areas are at high risk of experi-

encing harm caused by problem gambling. 

The council said introducing stricter levers 

in its gambling policies would result in a 

natural reduction in the number of ma-

chines over time but, because the decline 

occurs slowly, would not affect existing 

venues or current community grant funding 

in the short term.

“Sinking lids are policies of attrition,” 

the council said. 

“Venues are not forced to close or re-

A world shearing record attempt will go ahead at Te Pa Station, south of Raetihi, on Wednesday 

– without the traditional packed-woolshed crowd to carry the five hopefuls through their last 

few hours. Pictured are the Fagan Shearing record-bid team from left Delwyn Jones, Llion 

Jones, Jack Fagan, Reuben Alabaster and Kelly Brill. Photo Supplied. See inside for details.

Turn to Page 2

Viaduct 

bungy 

duo 
reunite
P3

Chef 
training 

boosts 

staff
P7

Award for 

Raetihi 

book 
designer

P4



RUAPEHU BULLETIN  9 February 2022 • 7

Boundary lines are indicative only

NEW LISTING

Taihape State Highway 1

1.3ha

Asking Price $250,000

Olivia Stewart021 148 6044

olivia.stewart@bayleys.co.nz

Sophie Taplin027 544 3034

sophie.taplin@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

New year, new lifestyle

If you are looking for a decent sized piece of land with

no covenants, then this one is well worth a look. This

1.30ha (more or less) lifestyle block is well located only

18kms to Waiouru township and 11km to Taihape.

The rolling, sunny site gives you the perfect

opportunity to build your dream lifestyle, use for

grazing or to simply have as an investment. The

mesmerizing rural views create a sense of relaxation

and tranquility while the blank canvas section allows

you to let your imagination run wild.

bayleys.co.nz/2900456

Ohakune 9B Park Avenue

3 1

Asking Price $559,000

Viewby appointment

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Classic alpine escape

Your search for the perfect holiday haven is over!

Built in the 1980s, this endearing Lockwood designed

chalet has stood the test of time as a functional, low

maintenance ski holiday home. Step into this

wonderful, fully furnished A-frame chalet and you will

be impressed with the warm, inviting timber interior

and tranquil location.

A sturdy log burner keeps the open plan chalet cosy

during those winter evenings. The open concept

dining and living area opens out to a small sunny deck

with a spa pool.

bayleys.co.nz/2900452

Whakapapa 
cleans up

There was a great turn-out for the annual Whakapapa clean-up on 28 January – the last activity in the Mahi Aroha summer programme run by the conservation group 
Project Tongariro. More than 20 people turned out for the effort, scouring the slopes of the Whakapapa Ski Area for rubbish that didn’t quite make it to the bin. The 
volunteers were rewarded with a free ride on the Sky Waka Gondola after their efforts. Photo: Peter Woodhead, Ruapehu Alpine Lifts safety and environment co-ordinator.

Honey, meat, climate change and resilience: indigenous 
trade and global problems on the table in Dubai

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter.
Honey, meat, climate change and resilience were 

all on the table when a Māori farming collective of 
more than 9000 shareholders went to Expo 2020 
Dubai to build new relationships with indigenous 
leaders around the world.

Ātihau-Whanganui Incorporation’s outgoing 
chair Mavis Mullins says the expo’s iwi-led Te 
Aratini Festival of Indigenous and Tribal Ideas 

was an op-
portunity to 
explore solu-
tions to trade 
a n d  o t h e r 
global issues.

Te Aratini – a world first for indigenous people 
at a global trade expo – turned out to be a ground-
breaking forum for sharing knowledge, forging 

networks and exploring potential markets for the 
incorporation’s honey and red meat products, 
she said.

“There was a lot of opportunity to pull together, 
whether it was about issues of revitalisation of 
culture, of reo, or whether it was around econo-
mies of scale or the economics of a tribal entity,” 
Mullins said.

“I certainly had great opportunity for Ātihau-

Whanganui Incorporation, particularly in explor-
ing the options for honey and red meat.

“The thing that platforms all of that is the 
cultural understanding and respect that was there 
with Māori and the Emirati. We are having further 
ongoing discussions.”

Mullins was a speaker in a number of panel 
discussions at the three-day international forum.

Turn to Page 11
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Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Heat Pumps

Ph 07 895 7348

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill. 

Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.

Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 or

Email
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Build, Renovate, Decorate

06 3881400 / 021 0263 4206

Bathroom / Kitchen Renovations
New Builds      Woodburning Fires

Central Heating Systems
Domestic & Commercial Plumbing Maintenance

“Your comfortable living experts”
www.matthobbsplumbing.co.nz

Plumbing / Drainlaying

THE PLUMBERS THAT MAKE IT HAPPEN FOR THE BIG JOBS: 
digger hire, cherry 

pickers, pumps, wood 
splitters, generators,
car trailers, post hole 

borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, 
rollers & compactors, 

portable trencher

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF HIRE EQUIPMENT.

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

party hire: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

Marquee Hire

Property Management

Ph 027 903 5566

Experts ~ at your service

Ruapehu
Employers
Forum

MTFJ inconjunction with the Employers and Manufacturing Association (EMA) invites all business owners and 
employers to a Forum to contribute thoughts and ideas into what local workforce development looks like for 
Ruapehu. The agenda includes:

• Mayors’ Taskforce for Jobs: supporting youth and business in partnership with the EMA (Employers and 
Manufacturing Association)

• Regional Skills and Leadership Group: regional workforce development planning

• Ruapehu Skills and Talent group, making connections across our district

For more info call Peggy Veen, Manager Community and Economic Development 
027 807 5305 or via your local Council office on 07 895 8188

16 FEBRUARY 2022 – 5.30PM TO 7.30PM
Powderhorn Chateau
194 Mangawhero Terrace
Ohakune

17 FEBRUARY 2022 – 10.00AM TO MIDDAY
Taumarunui Golf Club
165 Golf Road
Taumarunui

*All attendees must be fully vaccinated and present their My Vaccine Pass. Refreshments will be provided.
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Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing & Drainlaying
•	 Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of 
all pumps

•	 Fires & Solar 
•	 5 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck

“Your local Registered Certifier”

Call Brian 027 436 1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Lawyers

Ph 06 281 3461

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Land development

Ph 06-385-4854

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -

Horopito - National Park
PH. 06 385 3393

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE
Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 
vehicles, wheel alignments, 

computer diagnostics, 
warrant of fitness inspections, 

parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Motor Vehicle Sales

Ph 027 485 7693

Award Winning Models
Call Dave anytime...
027 485 7693
davescott@xtra.co.nz

I come to see you from 
my home office

Wanganui Motors | Ford | Mazda

 Arborist

028 404 3525

Quality Tree Pruning

   Difficult Tree Removals

      Chipper & Stump Grinding

         Emergency Call Outs

               Truck and digger

               Qualified Staff 

                Fully Insured

Landscaping/yard maintenance

 E: treestylerswhanganui@gmail.com
For a free quote – call Clay Winter on

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

Property Maintenance

Ph 027 445 6041Ph 06 345 4554

Furnishers

Geoff Anderson
027 283 9551

33 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui
email wangafurn@xtra.co.nz

Quality furniture
flooring and
window treatments
for the discerning

Experts ~ at your service

Design, Installation, Service

W I T H

Refrigeration & Heat Pumps

Ph 020 412 80295

Landscaping

Ph 027 241 3412

EARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPING

Drainage
5T/3T Diggers
Road Roller
All Concrete Work
Concrete Cutting

RICHARD
FLEURY

027 241 3412
DIPLOMA IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Headstones

Ph 06 343 8708

 Traditional & Unique
Headstones

in all Cemeteries
462 Somme Parade, Whanganui, 

Also at Palmerston North & Feilding

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

Insulation

0800 327 946 Ph 06 385 8700

Appliances

Ohakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Total 5-year Warranty. 

Your Local 100% Independent Store
& Heat Pump Installers

Choose the best 
heat pump designed 
to cool your home

www.
ohakune.info

Ohakune... your mountain town

Do you want a FREE listing on our updated 
site? Contact us ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz  
or 06 385 8532

Butchers

Ph 07 895 7570

Cecil’s Meat & Veg
Quality meat products

Beef, pork, lamb
and chicken, all cuts available. 

Small goods made in store.
• Bacon    • Sausages   • Hams

• Pork Brawn    • Black Pudding

We are licensed to slaughter and 
process all home kill and wild game.

Open 6am - 5pm weekdays & 8am - 1pm Saturday
109 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui.

Opposite the Railway Station

Local Carpenter/Renovator

Ph 022 414 5303

• Interior & Exterior
house painting

• Timber repairs
• Fence & Deck building

• Garden design & 
landscaping

• Kitchen & Bathroom refits

Call Luke for a free quote
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE business NOTICES

Public NOTICES

Tweeddale 
Lawn Care

Yard grooming 
specialists for 
residential or 
commercial 
properties.

Call today for a 
free no obligation quote 

– Richy 022 394 5276

Seasonal Market 
Garden Staff

Full-time seasonal work starting the end of 
February until October 2022.

Involves:
•	 Cutting swedes and beetroot.
•	 Pack-house work including, vegetable 

grading and prepacking.
•	 General housekeeping to keep the pack 

house clean and tidy.
•	 5-6days a week depending on product 

demand. 7.45am – 5:30pm.
•	 Starting rate $21 per hour plus 8% holiday 

pay.

What you need:
•	 Own transport to get yourself to work.
•	 Gumboots and enough food to sustain 

yourself for a full days work.
•	 IRD number and eligible to work in NZ.

We Supply:
•	 Wet weather gear and gloves.
•	 Surgical facemasks.

CV’s and interest to Amy at
accounts@motts.co.nz or 021 301 884

Business 
notices

Insulation & 
Heating Subsidies

Call Easy Insulation
0800 327 946

Bennett’s Tank 
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps. 
Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

FIREWOOD LOGS for 
sale: pine, gum and wattle 
logs. 5 or 10 ton truck 
loads. Free delivery in the 
Waimarino. Call/text Keith 
for prices. 021 055 4794

SAWN PINE TIMBER/ 
LUMBER FOR SALE. 
Most sizes and lengths, full 
size or downtown sizes cut 
to order. Call/text Keith for 
prices. 021 055 4794

Lawnmowing
Chalet & 

Residential
Subdivision & 

Lifestyle blocks
0800-896-689
027-353-5189

info@alpinelawns.co.nz

Firewood the 
Woodshed. Shed dried. 
Order now. Contact Ian 06-
385-4523 or 027-444-3441.

TANK SPECIALISTS, 
water or septic. Delivered 
price quoted. Buy direct. 
Ph 0800-487-633.

Field, Honey 
Production & Plant 

Assistant
We are looking for Field Assistant and Honey 
Production Assistant

On the job training is provided for the right 
candidate. We have several roles available

Looking for a keen, reliable person who 
is eager to learn and able to work as part 
of a small team.  We are a NZ owned and 
operated business.

We can arrange rentable accommodation 
over the duration of the employment period.

Please email your CV to:
rowenalee@tweeddaleshoney.co.nz

Tweeddale’s Honey is working hard to maintain a 
drug and alcohol free workplace. Pre-eployment 

drug testing is mandatory.

MAYOR in WAIMARINO

Mayor Don Cameron is 
available to meet residents and 
ratepayers to talk about any 
issues or concerns at Ruapehu 
District Council offices in 
either Ohakune or Raetihi. 
Arrangements can be made for people who are unable to travel 
to either office. To organise an appointment please call either 
Ohakune (06 385 8364) or Raetihi (06 385 4447).

Waimarino
Transport, Group & Support 

Services Available!

Please call 06 348 7402 or 
Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355
kerri.dewson@cancercd.org.nz

Waimarino visits every third Wednesday.
Home visits if needed.

SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

Raetihi Cosmopolitan Club

Club Manager 
/ Secretary

Permanent, full-time

About the role:
•	 The Raetihi Cosmopolitan Club are seeking 

a dynamic, versatile and community minded 
manager to work with the committee to further 
develop our community minded Club.

•	 Previous experience as a club manager 
is desirable though a current managers 
certificate, knowledge of management of the 
TAB and gaming are a prerequisite.

We are looking for candidates with the following 
attributes:
•	 Proven business acumen with solid financial 

experience
•	 Have excellent computer skills in the Microsoft 

Office suite and Xero
•	 Knowledge of COMS computer system and 

Ideal Budget development and accurate 
monthly profit and loss statement

•	 High degree of accuracy and attention to detail
•	 Payroll experience
•	 High level communication and interpersonal 

skills
•	 Proven ability to work to deadlines
•	 Manager’s Certificate and previous experience 

in the alcohol industry an advantage but not 
necessary

•	 Health and safety experience is a must
•	 Able to provide ongoing training for the team, 

training certificate desirable
•	 Must be able to pass a Police check and be 

fully vaccinated

We offer a comprehensive package for this 
important role
•	 Salary including based on a 50-hour average 

week
•	 Use of club vehicle
•	 Provision of a mobile phone
•	 Discounted accommodation available

Bar Staff / Duty 
Managers

Permanent, part-time

About the role: 
•	 The Raetihi Cosmopolitan Club are seeking 

applications for suitably qualified bar staff and 
those with duty managers license to be part of 
our rural community minded Club.

•	 Please note a current managers certificate, 
knowledge of management of the TAB and 
gaming are a prerequisite.

•	 Applicants must also be fully vaccinated.

Applications for both positions will remain 
open until filled. Please forward your cv, 

cover letter and references to:
Roger Feickert, President,
via email piklet@xtra.co.nz

or call 027 201 2719 for further information.

Bar Manager
We are looking for an enthusiastic person 

holding a Bar Managers Licence.

Approximately 25 hours a week. Nights and 
weekends on a rostered basis.

You must be fully vaccinated and eligible to 
work in New Zealand.

Please register your interest by way of 
email: manunuiclub@xtra.co.nz

Ruapehu Maori 
Catholic Club

AGM
Sunday 6th March 2021

10am Tikaraina Ringapoto

Agenda:
Karakia
Present
Apologies
Correspondence
Financial
General 
Election of Officers 

Any queries or apologies to:
ruapehumcc.secretary@gmail.com 

Or RMCC Facebook Page

REIHANA, Graeme. 
Reg No. W47607 
After a long illness, 
passed away peacefully 
surrounded by his family 
and friends. Loving father 
of Erin and Zane Ellis, 
Samuel, Benjamin and 
Siobhan. Loved Poppa of 
Brayden and Ajani, Loved 
pal of Roo. Loved by all his 
family and friends. “who 
dares wins” Onward. A 
private service has been 
held. 
Bennetts Taihape Funeral 
Services

DEATH
notices

Hey kids – need 
extra pocket 
money?
The Ruapehu Bulletin requires 
Wednesday morning deliverers in 
Ohakune.

Phone Robert on 06-385-8532.

Deadline 
for all 

advertising 
bookings 

and copy is

5pm 
Fridays!

It’s important that 
we get your ad 

booking and copy in 
on time, so that we 
have time to check 

it, plan the best 
layout and work on 
producing a better 

paper for you!

www.
ohakune.info

THERE’S ONLY ONE 
THING WORSE 

than being talked about ... is not being 
talked about!

If you’re not in the Bulletin, are they talking 
about you?

Call us today
06-385-8532 – 
we’ll get them 

talking.
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• Te Anga • Waitomo

• Ōtorohanga
• Wharepuhunga

• Mangakino

• Whakamaru

• Te Kūiti

• Mangaotaki
• Piopio • Waipa Valley

• Waikawau

• Aria • Benneydale • Mokai

• Mahoenui • Waimiha
• Tihoi

• Mōkau

• Matiere

• Tongaporutu
• Ohura

• Waitaanga
• Manunui

• Taumarunui
• Kakahi

• Motutere

• Motuoapa

• Tūrangi• Ōwhango

• Kaitieke
• Raurimu

• National Park

• Erua

• Ohakune

Tokaanu •

Omori •
Pukawa •

• Tahāroa

 

 

Obituary: Robin ‘Frosty’ Foubister
Robin ‘Frosty’ Foubister was farewelled 

at a service at Murawai on 28 January after 
he had passed away at home on 18 January 
at the age of 88, surrounded by loved ones. 

He was well-known in Ohakune and 
Mt Ruapehu as mountain manager in the 
early 1980s.

Robin was born in the port of Lyttelton 
on 6 November 1933 to Verona and Nor-
man, the eldest of three boys.

Given that Robin was born beside the 
sea and grew up in Lyttleton, it’s no sur-
prise that his life has been filled with sea 
related endeavours, as well as his mountain 
experiences.

The family moved to Christchurch 
where Robin’s father was a dispensing 
chemist. One of Robin’s first paying jobs at 
age 12 was delivering prescriptions around 
the city on his bike. He attended Linwood 
North Primary school then went on to 
Christchurch Boys High School where 
his years were filled with rugby, softball, 
dances and surf lifesaving.
Sports

Robin was an all-round athlete with 
successes in representative softball for 
the Canterbury Colts, and coming close to 
playing representative rugby. At age 60 he 
was New Zealand age group champion for 
every distance in triathlon, sprint course, 
Olympic half and full ironman.

Robin met his first wife when working in 
London in 1956. For his slow, three-month 
return trip to New Zealand Robin managed 
to get a job as engineer on a dredge built 
in the UK for the New Plymouth Harbour 
Board, whilst his bride to be took a regular 
ship. They married in Christchurch in 1959 
and bought a house in Spreydon where, 
wedged between skiing and surf lifesav-
ing and renovating the house, their three 
eldest boys Andrew, Richard and Michael 
were born. James, the youngest, was born 
in England whilst Margaret was visiting 
family.

Around 1970 the family moved to Wel-
lington and Normandale in the Hutt Valley 
where renovations started again at least this 
time Robin had a built-in work force to 
help. In 1974 yet another move came with 
the relocation to Mangere, Auckland where 
yet again renovations were carried out.

The family purchased some land at 
Whiritoa, Coromandel. Robin was con-

cerned at the lack of any lifeguard service 
and, along with others, pioneered the 
beginning of the Whiritoa Surf Club. Surf 
Club activity at Whiritoa was central to 
family life with many legendary happy 
New Year parties enjoyed.

Robin had for a number of years seen 
the job of “officer in charge” at Campbell 
Island, advertised by the Department of 
Civil Aviation. The job was for 12 months 
and Margaret took the family back to 
the UK to bond with her family. Prior to 
departure Robin underwent training with 
the Dominion Museum, the Meteorological 
office and Christchurch Public Hospital 
where he spent six months in the emer-
gency department.

Robin set sail for the sub-Antarctic 
Island aboard a US Navy ship, to spend 
a year of adventure with nine other men 
plus sea lions, sea elephants, sea leopards 
and albatrosses plus many other species of 
bird life. Campbell Island was at the time 
manned for collecting scientific data. As 
officer in charge he was responsible for 
the Met station  and the physical and moral 
well-being of the other men. He was able 
to wake up every morning and enjoy his 
passion for wild-life, tramping, building 
things and photography.
Antarctica

This experience led to his next major 
adventure, inspired by Robert Falcon Scott 
the illustrious Antarctic explorer. He was 
appointed as leader at Scott Base for 12 
months. The outstanding leadership and 
enterprise that Robin had shown on his 
Campbell Island posting doubtless was a 
key springboard for this next adventure.

Robin’s time on the ice was easily one 
of the major highlights of his very full life, 
he knew how privileged this role was and 
it is clear he filled it with distinction, com-
pleting a very full year of activity, which 
included the construction of the remotely 
located Vanda Station.

Several Antarctica veterans nominated 
Robin for a Polar Medal, but this was not 
possible due to the time lapse. But some of 
their comments included: “Robin was an 
outstanding leader of men in climatically 
hostile and geographically remote condi-
tions, he met emergencies with complete 
calm and courage, no other expedition has 
held together as a group  as well as this one. 

New Zealand’s Antarctic reputation was greatly enhanced 
by Robin’s leadership of Scott Base in 1968 /69.

In 1980’s he visited the Orkney Islands for research into 
family history – he was even photographed alongside the 
“Foubister” road sign.
Turoa mountain man

In 1981 Robin became mountain manager at the Tūroa 
Ski Field, allowing him to embrace his love for skiing, 
outdoor life, and good man management. The role lasted 
for eight challenging demanding and fun-filled years. Once 

again Robin was able to call upon his enterprise, innova-
tion and leadership skills and ability to collaborate with 
others to achieve a multitude of much-need improvements 
and changes to the Tūroa ski field, including building the 
Movenpick chairlift. Many older skiers will well remember 
the years that “Frosty” managed the skifield.

He is survived by his life partner Sue, children Pipi, 
Benedict, Thaddeus, Andrew, Richard, Michael, James, 
daughters in law Louise and Alison as well as grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren.

Robin ‘Frosty’ Foubister, as he will be remembered by many in Ohakune, at Turoa in the 1980’s.

Indigenous thinking, and in particular 
the views of Whanganui River tribes, 
have been prominent on the global stage 
in Dubai, with New Zealand’s pavilion 
built around the country’s recognition 
of the legal rights of Te Awa Tupua (the 
Whanganui River and its tributaries). Ngā 
Tāngata Tiaki o Whanganui chair Sheena 
Maru was also a presenter at the Te Aratini 
festival in November.

Ātihau-Whanganui Incorporation is 
one of the country’s largest farmers, with 
70,000 sheep, 4000 beef cows, 700 dairy 
cows and 3000 beehives on 42,000 hectares 
of farmland from Ohakune to Whanganui.

Mullins said the mānuka honey market 
in the Middle East is all but flooded and 
a tangible point of difference for Ātihau-
Whanganui product would be needed to 
capture any gap.

“We’re exploring that. We had some 
interesting discussions about that. Ātihau-
Whanganui are now endorsed as organic 
for a fair bit of our product. It’s about the 
story and verifying the story. We’ve done 
a lot of work in that space already.

“Do we have a product that can differ-
entiate? Possibly. There’s no hurry from 
my perspective – we’ve taken a first step, 
we’re building a relationship, let’s make 

sure we understand what they want, when 
they want it, how they want it, and then 
look at whether that’s something we can 
deliver on.”

Mullins said the provision of red meat 
processed according to halal requirements 
for Muslim markets is a big potential op-
portunity for Ātihau-Whanganui but the 
timing was not yet right.

“There are challenges at the moment: the 
global logistical infrastructure is broken, 
getting containers in and out is difficult,” 
Mullins said.

“The timing might not be great, but 
you don’t want to let any opportunity go 
without having a look and understanding 
what that bigger ecosystem looks like. 
Some of these cultural elements are totally 
untapped.

“But it’s not just trade and transactional 
opportunities, it’s about global solutions. 
It’s not just about going up there and cutting 
a deal, it is about cultural understanding, re-
specting the people, getting to know them.

“Whether it’s about climate change 
or resilience or whānau, there’s a lot of 
mātauranga (knowledge) that hasn’t been 
given the light of day.”

Local Democracy Reporting is Public 
Interest Journalism funded through NZ 
On Air.

Indigenous trade and 
global problems on the 
table in Dubai
From Page 7



12  • RUAPEHU BULLETIN  9 February 2022

Sport NZ Rural Travel Fund Pride of Place Fund

Creative Communities FundCommunity Hall Repairs & Maintenance Fund

Grant Funding applications
Open now until 25 February 2022

Council currently has grant funding applications open for a number of community funds that support youth sport team travel, 
community projects, participation in arts or culture and the repairs and maintenance of community halls. 
If you are involved with any of these activities we invite you to apply. 
More info can be found on Council’s website www.ruapehudc.govt.nz or by calling Candice on 07 895 8188.
Applications for this funding round close on 25 February 2022.

Raetihi pools
• I refer to your article Raetihi Pool delays (Ruapehu Bulletin, 

2 February): complaint goes to Ombudsman in which Pauline 
Welch, Council’s executive manager community and economic 
development states: “It is disappointing that Mr Chapman has 
decided to lay a complaint with the Ombudsman which mis-
represents the process we are undertaking. Any suggestion that 
Council is favouring Ohakune over Raetihi are incompletely 
incorrect. We are supporting both Ohakune and Raetihi equally 
to deliver on their aspirations for their pools.” 

It is an astonishing assertion given that the Ombudsman has 
yet to publish a decision, a decision that will be evidenced based 
and not based on Council press release. 

It is an appalling overreach on the part of Ms Welch to assert 
publicly that as an elected member I would attempt to mislead 
the Ombudsman in this way. 

My complaint is based on well founded and documented 
concerns, not only because of the quite clear preferential treat-
ment given to Ohakune but the very serious question of Council 
accountability to elected members. 

When asked for information on the issue Ms Welch re-
sponded by insisting I first pay Council $600 for Council to 
provide the information. There is actually no extra cost to 
Council in officers providing  members with information on 
the work they undertake.

It is often the case that when councils are caught out by an 
Ombudsman’s complaint there is often a flurry of activity to 
demonstrate to the Ombudsman action is actually being taken 
and ensure the complaint against the Council isn’t successful. 

Let’s hope this more recent flurry of activity is indeed genu-
ine and leads to real action being taken to work with both the 
Raetihi and Ohakune communities to enable their respective 
pools to be both repaired and upgraded in a timely manner.

John Chapman
Ruapehu District Council replies:

• Council stands by our stance that we are supporting 
both Ohakune and Raetihi equally in delivery of their pool 
aspirations.

We await the outcome from the Ombudsman’s deliberations 
on the matter and are confident that they will find in favour of 
process we are following.

Clive Manley, chief executive, RDC

Letters Wakatipu High win outdoors team race
South Island school Wakatipu High are the 

winners of the 16th Torpedo7 get2go national 
final outdoors teams race based out of Hillary 
Outdoors Tongariro Centre in January.

They were one of 11 teams that participated 
in the “full-on week” of outdoor adventures, 
which was originally due to take place in 
December. The Auckland lockdown saw a 
change of date and move to Tongariro from 
Great Barrier Island.

The changes presented a totally different 
environment and a unique set of challenges 
for the 88 students to overcome.

Five tough days of intense competition 
pushed their personal limits and tested their 
abilities to work together as a high performing 
team under pressure, in a variety of outdoor 
challenges including kayaking, rope work, 
trail running and orienteering/rogaining.

The students proved that they had prepared 
well over the summer and there were some 
close scores on the leader board at the end 
of the week.

However, it was the team from Queen-
stown’s Wakatipu High that rose above the 
rest to take the title ahead of Christchurch’s 

Cashmere High and New Plymouth Girls and 
Boys High.

Each team in the Get2Go Challenge is made 
up of eight students from Year 9 and 10, with 
four female and four male members. Schools 
first need to qualify for a place in the final by 
winning their local one-day regional Get2Go 
in Term 3 where they undertake challenges 
such as orienteering, mountain biking, kayak-
ing, standup paddling, indoor rock climbing 
and problem solving. Each year around 1600 
students from across New Zealand participate 
in their local challenge.

College studends faced various outdoors challenges for the get2go challenge. Photos: runnerfilms.co.nz.


