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BRAZIL 
 
IRI Brazil launches its first local chapter in the State of Acre 
  
On 6 December, IRI Brazil officially launched its first local chapter. The launch event included 
the participation of 50 religious leaders as well as indigenous peoples, scientists and 
environmental activists. The religious traditions represented were: Catholicism, Evangelical, 
Spiritualist, Umbanda, Santo Daime, União do Vegetal, and Indigenous Spirituality. It was 
agreed that ten representative leaders will be part of an executive committee that will oversee 
the preparation of a 2023 action plan. Among the priorities already established are three 
awareness campaigns to reduce deforestation and fires, to restore the vegetation along the 
Acre River, and to mobilize the youth in socio-environmental actions. The “Amazonia Viva” film 
was showcased during the launch of the local chapter and left the participants inspired. 
 
IRI Brazil lays groundwork for the launch of local chapters in Amazonas State and Pará State 
  
From 19-21 December, IRI Brazil held six meetings with the participation of 30 Evangelical, 
Catholic, Candomblé, Anglican, indigenous, academic and NGO leaders in Amazonas State to 
discuss the establishment and launch of a local chapter in the state.  Agreement was reached to 
launch the chapter in March 2023.  A week later, IRI Brazil held four meetings with Evangelical, 
Anglican, Candomblé, and NGO leaders in Pará State.  Agreement was reached to launch the 
local chapter in March 2023. The “Amazônia Viva” film was screened during all meetings and 
Pastor Phillpe Câmara, leader of the Belem Assembly of God Church, agreed to purchase 3D 
glasses to show the film before services and also at the museum that tells the story of the 
church. 
  
IRI Brazil contributes to social and environmental agenda of transition team of the new 
administration in Brazil 
  
IRI Brazil participated in a meeting to advise the transition team appointed by President-elect 
Luís Inácio Lula da Silva.  The meeting concerned analysis and elaboration of proposals for the 
socio-environmental agenda of the federal government. The proposals presented were as 
follows: (i) to update and implementation of the Plan to Combat Deforestation in the Amazon 
and other biomes; (ii) to combat socio-environmental crimes and human rights violations in the 
Amazon by, among other steps, strengthening environmental agencies (IBAMA, icmbio, funai, 
Federal Police, inpe); (iii) to implement a national strategy for the sustainable use of 
biodiversity; (iv) to strengthen CEMADEN and the Civil Defense System to prevent and confront 
climatic disasters; and (v) to reactivate spaces for social control and participation in the 



formulation and monitoring of socio-environmental public policies. Most of the proposals were 
accepted by the team and were included in the final report submitted by the group to the 
President of the Republic. 
  
IRI Brazil takes first steps to establish joint work plan with the Environmentalist 
Parliamentary Front  
  
On 12 December, a virtual meeting was held with Lídia Parente, advisor to the Environmentalist 
Parliamentary Front.  The topic of the meeting was potential partnerships with IRI Brazil and to 
schedule a meeting with the future new board that will take office in February 2023. A face-to-
face working meeting was scheduled for February when the details of a shared program of 
work will be explored in more detail.  
  
IRI Brazil showcases virtual reality film “Amazonia Viva” at Norwegian Embassy, to members 
of Advisory Council and key partners 
  
During 2022, IRI Brazil has worked to create a virtual reality film, a 9-minute immersive 
experience into the heart of the Amazon’s Tapajós river region. The film features Raquel 
Tupinambá, an indigenous leader from the Surucuá community that guides the viewers through 
this interactive journey and was scripted and directed by award-winning filmmaker Estevão 
Ciavatta. The film was first launched on November 4th at the Norwegian Embassy in Brasilia 
and was attended by Odd Magne Ruud, Ambassador of Norway, along with key staff from the 
Embassy (Kristian Bengtson, coordinator of the Indigenous Peoples Program; and Clarissa 
Vargas, Program Officer for Climate and Environment) and the Norwegian Climate and Forest 
Initiative NICFI in Brazil (Vedis Vik, Coordinator; and Rafael Volochen, Advisor); representatives 
of the Advisory Council (including the United Nations Environment Program; National Council of 
Christian Churches, CONIC; National Conference of Bishops of Brazil, CNBB; and Religions for 
Peace Brazil); as well as Felício Pontes, Federal Attorney; Marina Silva, former Brazilian Minister 
of Environment; Sister Maria Irene Lopes dos Santos, Executive Director of the Pan-Amazonian 
Ecclesial Network in Brazil/REPAM-Brazil; Estevão Ciavatta, director of the film, and; Franscisco 
Almendra, director of photography and producer of the film. 
 
IRI Brazil publicly launches “Amazonia Viva” at Rio Innovation Week 
  
The “Amazonia Viva” film was publicly launched from November 8th to 11th during Rio 
Innovation Week 2022, where it was exhibited in one of the main pavilions and seen by an 
audience of about one thousand (1000) people, receiving extraordinarily positive feedback with 
93% of the viewers providing the highest score evaluation, and 7% providing second highest 
score.  The exhibition also served as an opportunity for IRI Brazil to partner with the 
"Movimento Amazônia dePé" (Amazônia Standing Movement) to collect signatures in support 
of a legislative proposal to ensure the protection of indigenous peoples rights in vacant public 
forest areas and to create Conservation Units that advance protection of tropical rainforests. 
During this exhibition, the film was shown to Ricardo Piquet, General Director of the "Museu do 
Amanhã" (Museum of Tomorrow) in Rio de Janeiro, leading to ongoing discussions to include 



the film in the Museum’s regular program to increase its reach and potential for awareness 
raising and engagement of the Brazilian population to defend the rainforests an indigenous 
peoples rights. The launch of "Amazonia Viva"  was highlighted in sixteen (16) news channels, 
reaching more than one million people, including O Globo (here), Tele Viva (here), Coluna Lu 
Lacerda (here), To em Foco (here), REPAM (here), CNBB (here), Yahoo (here). 
  
IRI Brazil holds additional launch events for “Amazonia Viva”, establishes key partnerships 
and accompanies agenda of former Minister of Environment of Brazil at COP 27 
  
In November, the National Facilitator of IRI Brazil also launched the “Amazonia Viva” film at 
COP27 within the exhibition space of the Consortium of Governors of the Amazon. The film was 
shown to various Brazilian and international leaders, ranging from diplomats to senators, 
federal deputies, directors, researchers, and coordinators, including indigenous leaders. 
Screening of the film led to various promising partnership discussions, including (i) a 
partnership with the Earth Innovation Institute to develop a project to support the Interstate 
Consortium of Governors of the Amazon, (ii) presenting the film at the Davos Forum in 2023, in 
partnership with the Igarapé Institute, (iii) organising a day of dialogues around the Amazon in 
the state of Maranhão, in collaboration with Senator Eliziane Gama, (iv) showcasing the film in 
the program of this year’s Chico Mendes Week, in collaboration with Angela Mendes and (v) 
supporting indigenous leaders Txai Surui and Franscica Arara to showcase the film as part of 
their awareness raising activities at home and abroad. Furthermore, the National Facilitator of 
IRI Brazil accompanied the agenda of former Minister of Environment Marina Silva, with key 
strategic actors including (i) the newly elected president of Brazil, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva; (ii) 
the Ministers of Environment of France, Germany, Japan and Norway; (iii) the Director of the 
Norwegian Climate and Forests Initiative, NICFI; (iv) CEO of the Global Environment Facility, 
GEF; (v) the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity; (vi) the vice-president 
of Spain; (vii) representatives from the Inter-American Development Bank, IDB; (viii) the 
Indigenous Peoples Forum on Climate Change and (ix) various civil society actors in the Blue 
Zone.  Lastly, the National Facilitator of IRI Brazil was invited to speak on a panel promoted by 
The Future Economy Forum called "Scaling Regenerative Economy in Amazonia: how can 
sustainable economic development strengthen the forest, its people and the climate". 
  
IRI Brazil showcases Virtual Reality film “Amazonia Viva” at the Vatican 
  
From 21-22 November, the “Amazonia Viva” film was screened at the Vatican to senior staff 
members of Pope Francis, including Monsignor Lucio Ruiz, Secretary of the Vatican's Dicastery 
for Communications; Father Joshtrom Isaac Kureethadam, head of the Dicastery for integral 
human development and coordinator of Laudato Si; Sophia Sanniti, researcher and member of 
the team at the Dicastery for integral development; Silvonei José, speaker and journalist from 
Vatican Radio and Vatican News; Bianca Fraccalvieri, journalist in charge of social networks at 
Vatican Radio; Raimundo Carlos de Lima, journalist from the Communications Office at Vatican 
Radio; Father Gianfranco Graziola, theological advisor of the Prison Pastoral in Brazil; Jackson 
Luis Erpen, journalist from the secretary of communications at Vatican Radio. IRI Brazil donated 



a complete virtual reality set so that Msgr. Lucio Ruiz can show the film to Pope Francis and 
other Vatican dignitaries.  
 
 IRI Brazil screens “Amazonia Viva” with strategic partners, at various events in Brazil  
  
The “Amazônia Viva” film was featured in a number of high-profile events and screened for 
several strategic partners in December. The film was featured at the renowned virtual reality 
short film festival CVR - Mostra Virtual in the Brazilian Federal capital from 1-4 December. The 
festival attracts a young audience with a strong focus on technology and games.  Raquel 
Tupinambás (protagonist of the film and chief), Núria Guerreiro (IRI Brazil) and Estevão Ciavatta 
(director of the film) were present at the event to inspire and engage participants in tackling 
the challenges of deforestation and securing rights for indigenous peoples. Among the films 
shown at the event, "Amazônia Viva" was the most seen and best rated.  The film was also 
screened at the first Indigenous Film and Culture Festival, which took place from 2-11 
December and for strategic public leaders and partners in the States of Acre and Sao Paulo.  
The film was shown to Nayara Lessa, Secretary of Communication in the State of Acre and to 
Jefeson Dourado, press officer for Gladson Cameli, governor of the State of Acre. Both were 
very impressed with the educational and sensitizing potential of the film, with promises to 
organize a meeting with the state governor to showcase it and present IRI Brazil in early 2023. 
Also, from December 20-26, meetings were held in the state of São Paulo with IRI Brazil’s 
partners including university rectors and professors, environmental specialists, journalists, and 
directors of philanthropic entities. The film was screened for Cláudio Almeida, Coordinator of 
the National Institute for Space Research - INPE, Regina Alvala - Director of the National Center 
for Monitoring and Alert of Climatic Disasters - CEMADEN, and the scientist Carlos Nobre, all of 
whom made suggestions on how IRI Brazil can extend its reach (and that of the film) to the 
Brazilian population.   
 
IRI Brazil continues work on strategic communications to religious leaders on forests 
  
IRI Brazil is implementing a national and territorial communications strategy that, among other 
elements, includes the elaboration and dissemination of religious messages about stopping 
deforestation in the Amazon, defending the rights of indigenous peoples, and the climate 
change emergency.  In December, the program started to disseminate customized religious 
messages for the Catholic, Evangelical and Islamic segments. In the coming weeks, IRI Brazil will 
also develop tailored messages for other religions. An example of the communication material 
can be seen here. 
  
IRI Brazil participates in CONIC’s 40th Anniversary Celebration, meets with Brazilian Spiritist 
Federation 
  
On 8 December, IRI Brazil participated in the National Council of Christian Churches of Brazil 
(CONIC) 40th anniversary and showcased the “Amazonia Viva” film to the 50 religious leaders 
present at the event, including Catholic, Lutheran, Anglican, and indigenous spirituality 
churches. Participants had the opportunity to live the immersive experience, provide their 



feedback and renew their commitment to the defense of the Amazon and its peoples. A week 
later, IRI Brazil also met with the Brazilian Spiritist Federation’s board of directors, with the 
objective of presenting IRI Brazil’s work proposal and presenting the “Amazônia Viva” film.  
Joint actions for 2023 were defined including participation in the Permanent National Campaign 
for Ecological Awareness that they intend to launch in June 2023, during World Environment 
Week. The immersive experience provided by the “Amazônia Viva” film was fundamental in 
achieving these positive results. See an article on the national website of the Brazilian Spiritist 
Federation here. 
  
IRI Brazil initiates joint actions on protecting forests with key socio-environmental networks 
operating in the Amazon  
 
IRI Brazil has negotiated a number of key partnerships with strategic partners working in Brazil 
on forests, climate and the rights of indigenous peoples. On 13 December, IRI Brazil held a 
virtual meeting with Márcio Astrini, coordinator of the Climate Observatory Network (OC) to 
present IRI Brazil and discuss possible joint activities. A follow-up working meeting to define 
joint work planning was scheduled for February 2023.  IRI Brazil also met with the Climate and 
Society Institute (ICS), which was a key partner in producing the “Amazonia Viva” film. 
Following a meeting held with Ana Toni, Executive Director of ICS where IRI Brazil presented its 
annual results, the initiative was invited to present these results to ICS board of directors during 
their annual meeting. The board responded positively to IRI Brazil’s work and were excited 
about the educational potential of the film. IRI Brazil will present a letter to approve a new 
project in 2023 to extend IRI Brazil’s reach among the religious public.  Lastly, IRI Brazil also 
defined new lines of partnership with WWF Brazil in December. IRI Brazil met with Raul do Vale, 
Public Policies Coordinator at WWF Brazil on 8 December to present IRI Brazil’s scope of work 
and establish new partnerships. Two lines of action were defined: (i) sensitize Evangelical 
parliamentarians (members of the Evangelical Parliamentary Front) and (ii) improve the 
sensorial experience provided by the “Amazônia Viva” film using odor technology.  
  
IRI Brazil holds meetings with key strategic partners 
  
National Facilitator of IRI Brazil, Carlos Vicente, met with Juliano Assunção, Director of the 
Climate Policies Initiative of the Pontifical Catholic University (PUC) of Rio de Janeiro to present 
IRI Brazil’s scope of work and to explore partnership possibilities. As a result of this meeting, 
another meeting was held with the rector of PUC Rio, Father Anderson Antonio Pedroso. The 
“Amazônia Viva” film was showcased to Juliano and Father Anderson, who showed interest in 
installing a permanent exhibition about the Amazon at the University and use the film as one of 
the main attractions to increase awareness and engagement of the student community in 
defense of the biome and its inhabitants. A meeting was also held with João Moreira Salles, 
Director of Piauí Magazine to present IRI Brazil and the “Amazônia Viva” film. Also on 14 
December, IRI Brazil met with the Director of NICFI, Andreas Dahl-Jorgensen to present IRI 
Brazil’s progress report and discussed new issues, context and perspectives brought upon by 
the new Brazilian government. The “Amazônia Viva” film was shown to participants at the 
Norwegian Embassy, including reprentatives from indigenous entities, NGOs, the World Bank, 



and staff from the Embassy itself. Also, on 29 December IRI Brazil paid a courtesy visit to 
Advisory Council members Sheik Mohamad Albukai, at the headquarters of the Mosque of São 
Paulo, and council member Sérgio Napchan, at the headquarters of the National Israelite 
Confederation of Brazil. Both had the opportunity to see the film and agreed that it would be 
shown at future activities developed by the entities. Lastly, IRI Brazil participated in a meeting 
with Minister Marina Silva and UNEP's Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
Juan Bello. 
  
 
COLOMBIA  
  
IRI Colombia enlists 20 members of Congress to join the Parliamentary Front for the 
Protection of the Colombian Amazon  
 
On 22 November, IRI Colombia brought together more than 20 members of Congress who 
joined the Parliamentary Front for the Protection of the Colombian Amazon. The inter-
parliamentary network is made up of national, departmental, and municipal legislative leaders, 
including councillors, deputies and senators from various political parties that seek to include 
the protection of tropical forests and the Amazon at the top of the legislative agenda. The 
creation of this block is part of the IRI Colombia advocacy strategy, establishing an alliance 
between popularly elected authorities at the territorial level (departments and municipalities) 
and the national level (senators and representatives to the Chamber of Deputies). This strategy 
aims to create a network of councillors (authorities at the municipal level), deputies (authorities 
at the departmental level) and congressmen (authorities at the national level) in order to: (i) 
promote the adoption of environmental public policies for the integral protection of the 
Amazon and the defense of the rights of the indigenous and peasant communities that inhabit 
it, (ii) promote the inclusion of programs and projects for the prevention of deforestation in the 
Amazon and its ecosystem restoration in municipal, departmental and national development 
plans, and (iii) the mobilization of efforts to promote the adequate fulfilment of commitments 
made by the Colombian State in terms of protection of environmental and human rights 
defenders, protection and restoration of the Amazon, and compliance with climate change 
policies. The meeting was attended by: the Bishop of the Anglican Church Francisco Duque, 
president of the Interreligious Council of Colombia; Gabriel Torres and Manuel Ortiz, from the 
Organization of Indigenous Peoples of the Amazon Colombia (OPIAC); Martin Von Hildebrand, 
honorary president and founder of Gaia Amazonas; and 20 religious and social leaders from 
IRI's local chapters in Cartagena del Chairá, San Vicente del Caguán, Puerto Rico and San José 
del Guaviare. "This alliance seeks to create a pluralistic network of legislators that will actively 
work to respond to the commitment to protect tropical forests and the Amazon" said Blanca 
Lucía Echeverry, National Facilitator of IRI Colombia. 
  
IRI Colombia meets with members of congress to fight for the Amazon  
  
IRI Colombia presented to congressional leaders documents that contained proposals 
developed by the alliance "Escucha la Amazonia" and "Amazonia has a voice in the National 



Development Plan 2023-2027", to be included in the National Development Plan.  "Rest assured 
that the recommendations we send you are the product of the work carried out with the 
aforementioned alliances and carry the voice of the inhabitants of the Amazon, of the 
communities and indigenous peoples who suffer the rigors of deforestation and the effects of 
climate change", said Martin Von Hildebrand, member of the IRI Colombia Advisory Council to 
the members of congress present.   
 
IRI Colombia leaders in Caquetá meet and mobilize for action 
  
On 21 November, in partnership with the Pan-Amazonian Ecclesial Network (REPAM Colombia) 
and the National Secretariat of Pastoral Social, IRI Colombia held a meeting of the leaders of 
Caquetá to discuss how best to mobilize faith-based action for the protection of forests. During 
the event, which took place in Bogota, more than 40 leaders from the department of Caquetá 
and religious leaders from the IRI Colombia local chapters in Puerto Rico, San Vicente del 
Caguán and Cartagena del Chairá met to reflect on care of the Amazon and the promotion of 
the rights of its inhabitants. The director of the Legal Clinic on Environment and Public Health of 
the University of the Andes, Mauricio Madrigal, gave a lecture on climate change and human 
rights, during which he addressed the relationship between climate change and environmental 
justice. Natalia Escobar, researcher of the environmental justice line, from the organisation 
DeJusticia, explained the importance and scope of the Tutela ruling 4360 that the Supreme 
Court of Justice adopted in 2018, as well as the advances in compliance with the orders issued 
in the ruling and the possibilities for citizen participation in this process. And, economist, 
consultant and university professor Jorge Reinel Pulecio spoke about the Amazon and armed 
conflict, giving a historical overview of the conflicts that have been fought in the Pan-
Amazonian region and the way in which they have influenced its current conflicts.  
  
IRI Colombia holds training for leaders from local chapters 
 
In partnership with the Putumayo Government Secretariat, IRI Colombia held a training day on 
30 November for their local chapters in Puerto Leguízamo, the La Samaritana indigenous 
reservation and El Triunfo. Training was provided to 70 religious leaders who are engaged in the 
IRI Colombia local chapters. "We must find a way to integrate human beings, nature, 
production and God in a healthy way", said Pastor Edgar Castaño, president of the Evangelical 
Confederation of Colombia (CEDECOL), addressing religious, social and community leaders. The 
day included a presentation on deforestation in Putumayo given by forestry engineer Mario 
Barón. Esteban Cabuya, professor at the Universidad de la Amazonia, gave another lecture on 
tropical forests and climate change. Finally, the representative of the Departmental Community 
Development Programme of the Secretariat of Government of Putumayo, presented to the 
religious leaders the departmental public policy on religious freedom and explained the nature, 
composition and objectives of the religious freedom committee of the municipality of Puerto 
Leguízamo, a critical entry point for IRI Colombia action on forests.  
  



IRI Colombia reaches agreement with the Municipal Mayor's Office to accompany Puerto 
Leguízamo religious freedom committee, will advise on construction of environmental action 
plan 
 
The IRI Colombia team and 35 religious leaders (members of the local IRI Colombia chapters in 
Puerto Leguízamo, the La Samaritana indigenous reservation and El Triunfo) met with officials 
from the mayor's office of Puerto Leguízamo to agree on an addendum to municipal decree 
0020 of 2021 that creates the religious freedom committee of the municipality. The addendum 
aims to include two representatives from local IRI chapters at the table and to create an 
environmental action plan that will include measures on forest protection.  
  
IRI Colombia set to accompany Puerto Leguízamo religious freedom committee and advise on 
the construction of its environmental action plan 
  
The IRI Colombia team, together with 35 religious leaders (members of the local IRI chapters in 
Puerto Leguízamo, the indigenous resguardo La Samaritana and El Triunfo) met with officials of 
the mayor's office of Puerto Leguízamo, in order to agree on an addition to the municipal 
decree 0020 of 2021, which creates the religious freedom committee of the municipality. 
Thanks to this agreement with the mayor's office, the religious freedom committee will include 
two representatives from IRI Colombia local chapters and will create an environmental action 
plan, advised by IRI Colombia, to work for the protection of the forests of Puerto Leguízamo. 
  
IRI Colombia local chapters in Putumayo participate in new training process 
  
IRI Colombia carried out a new training process for members of the nine local chapters in the 
department of Putumayo. The training sessions were held in Puerto Leguízamo, Puerto Asís and 
Puerto Guzmán, with the participation of the urban local chapters of these municipalities, as 
well as the rural local chapters IRI-Resguardo indígena La Samaritana and IRI-El Triunfo; IRI-
Vegas del Piñuña Blanco and IRI-El Águila; IRI-Santa Lucía and IRI-Nueva Unión. The religious 
and social leaders, indigenous peoples' representatives and political leaders who make up these 
local chapters were trained in theology of creation, tropical forests and deforestation, and 
climate change. The urgency of integrating man with nature and with God; the causes of the 
loss of forest cover and deforestation figures in the department; the role of tropical forests in 
the face of climate change and the consequences of climate change were the topics addressed 
in the different workshops. More than 100 leaders were trained in each chapter. 
  
 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 
 
IRI DRC advances on policy guidance around forests and the rights of indigenous peoples 
 
IRI DRC is committed to monitoring and inputting into policy reform processes in target sectors 
that impact on forests and biodiversity. This includes reforms on land tenure (which concerns 
the modification of the existing law of 1971), land use planning (which concerns the new 



proposal of the law being adopted at the level of the parliament), agriculture (which concerns 
the adoption of the Agricultural Policy and the modification of the law of 2011), and forestry 
(which concerns the organization of the Etats généraux de la forêt and the adoption of the 
forestry policy). On 1 December, a workshop to review four analysis notes produced by experts 
recruited by IRI DRC was organized, where representatives of the public administration 
(relevant Ministries), the heads and directors of the reform units, and delegates from civil 
society organizations involved in the reform process took part. The workshop allowed experts 
and stakeholders to enrich the analysis notes and to produce an advocacy strategy for the 
follow-up of the reforms. Another two-day meeting was held from 6 to 7 December to finalize 
the advocacy strategy with a small group of four people per theme and to produce a message 
to take to the members of the IRI DRC Advisory Council.  
  
IRI DRC advances strategy to involve parliamentarians in the protection of forests and 
biodiversity  
  
On 19 December, IRI DRC held a strategic planning meeting with the CENCO and ECC 
Parliamentary Liaison Offices to create linkages with lawmakers who have the ability to legislate 
policies on forests and indigenous peoples, including the caucus of Catholic MPs and the caucus 
of Protestant MPs and Senators. At the meeting, the four analysis notes constituting the 
advocacy tools developed by IRI DRC were presented to the participants. Based on the 
documents, the following advocacy actions were identified for the coming year: (i) production 
of a reference tool (maximum 5 pages) for each theme describing the context, the challenges 
and issues in the sector related to forest protection and sustainable development, the 
innovations supported, the risks related to the absence of a regulatory framework or its non-
implementation; (ii) presentation of the reference framework by members of the IRI DRC 
Advisory Council; (iii) organisation of parliamentary dinners and advocacy visits by the IRI DRC 
leadership to decision-makers (President of the Republic, Prime Minister, Presidents of 
Parliamentary Chambers, etc.); (iv) training and awareness raising of parliamentarians on issues 
related to forest protection and the fight against climate change; and (v) support to the 
parliamentary monitoring team for the follow-up of laws in progress at the parliamentary level.  
A timetable was established to accelerate the work before the start of the parliamentary 
session in March.  
  
IRI DRC holds training on faith and forests in Mbandaka for hundreds of religious leaders 
  
IRI DRC, in partnership with the Institut Supérieur De Développement Rural (ISDR- Mbandaka), 
organized the first of what will be several seminars on the theme of “Faith and Forests”.  The 
seminar is the result of a multi-sector alliance forged between IRI DRC and experts from this 
academic institution in order to engage religious leaders in the protection of tropical forests 
and the fight against climate change. The seminar included lectures by several prominent 
researchers and academics, as well as a session delivered by Reverend Mathieu Yela Bonketo, 
National Facilitator of IRI DRC. The seminar was attended by more than 300 researchers, 
delegates from religious denominations and civil society organizations.  
  



IRI DRC participates in FONAREDD workshop 
  
IRI DRC took part in a workshop on the environmental, social and strategic evaluation of the 
sustainable agriculture policy of the Democratic Republic of Congo, organised by FONAREDD. 
The workshop included the participation of stakeholders from the agricultural, environmental, 
land, social, health, cultural, legal, economic and commercial sectors. The goal was to (i) enable 
participants who are decision-makers, agricultural professionals (small and large farmers), 
socio-economic development partners, researchers, indigenous peoples, etc to discuss the 
main environmental challenges of sustainable, capital intensive and local agriculture in the DRC; 
and (ii) enable participants to contribute strategies, potential risks, risk assessment indicators 
and risk mitigation measures by approach as identified in the PAD, with a view to carrying out 
the SESA.  
 
IRI DRC undertakes training, launch activities with its local chapters  
  
From November 8-12, IRI DRC organized a training workshop and launch activities with 
representatives of its 21 local chapters. Participants were updated on the mission and structure 
of IRI DRC, the role and importance of forests in the fight against climate change, faith and 
religious morality in the protection of tropical forests, and more. Currently, IRI DRC has four 
provincial chapters and 27 local chapters, including  21 in Equateur and 7 in North Kivu. The IRI 
Equateur chapter also had a meeting of its Advisory Council to set priorities for their pastoral 
and environmental action plans for the coming year.  
  
IRI DRC holds workshop on the rights of Pygmy peoples 
 
On 21-22 November, IRI DRC held a workshop in Mbandaka to raise awareness among religious 
leaders and civil society organizations on the rights of indigenous Pygmy peoples. The workshop 
also included a visit to Bamanya, where a large community of indigenous Pygmy peoples live. 
The workshop was an opportunity to disseminate and raise awareness of the law on the 
promotion and protection of the rights of Pygmy indigenous peoples in the DRC, a law that was 
supported by IRI DRC during its adoption by the lower and upper houses of Parliament in 2021.   
  
 
INDONESIA  
  
IRI Indonesia holds webinar to brief religious leaders on the program  
  
On 24 November, IRI Indonesia held a webinar to raise awareness about the program and to 
enhance interfaith collaboration around protecting Indonesia's forests by creating a shared 
understanding of religious, spiritual and moral responsibility to the earth. The objective of the 
webinar was to build a more active collaborative role of religious communities with indigenous 
peoples, the private sector, and academics in protecting tropical forests, and in particular 
collaboration through IRI Indonesia as a platform. Presentations were given by religious leaders 
from all of the Religious Councils around the basis in their faiths for protecting forests, as well 



as by AMAN on the leadership of indigenous peoples in safeguarding forests. The webinar 
attracted more than 40 participants.  
  
IRI Indonesia holds focus group discussion with civil society organizations on forest laws, 
legislation 
 
On 1 December, IRI Indonesia conducted a focus group discussion to map out existing laws, 
legislation, and policies on forests and the rights of indigenous peoples and forest communities 
at the local, provincial, and national levels. The purpose of the workshop was to: (i) develop a 
list of challenges facing rainforests in priority regions, (ii) provide a plan of action needed to 
cope with identified issues (through a moral and ethical approach) and (iii) align IRI Indonesia 
work programs with the existing efforts of NGOs by empowering faith-based organizations roles 
to collaborate with the existing works by the NGOs. Participating organizations included AMAN, 
World Resources Institute, Walhi, Econusa, Perkumpulan Elang, Warsi and Forest Watch 
Indonesia. The workshop is expected to produce a road map and strategy for IRI Indonesia on 
where religious leaders can make a difference on advocating for policies that protect forests 
and the rights of indigenous people. The recording of the focus group discussion can be found 
here. 
  
IRI Indonesia officially launches religious guidebooks and preaching books on forests  
 
IRI Indonesia held an official launch event for its religious guidebooks and preaching books on 
forests, climate and the rights of indigenous peoples that were developed for the six Religious 
Councils in the country. More than 50 religious leaders participated in-person and more than 
100 more participated online. Hard copies of the religious guidebooks and preaching books - 
found here - were distributed at the event.  
  
IRI Indonesia represented at UNFCCC COP27 
  
Hayu Prabowo, National Facilitator of IRI Indonesia, participated in two events during the UN 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC COP27), representing 
MUI but also promoting the work of IRI Indonesia around protecting forests and the rights of 
forest communities.  The two sessions were “The Kampar Peninsula-Kerumutan Ecosystem 
Restoration Initiative with FOLU Net Sink Approach” and “A People-Centered Response to the 
Climate Emergency”.   
  
 
PERU 
  
IRI Peru urges the Parliamentary Group for a Healthy Amazon to stop bills detrimental to 
forests, indigenous peoples  
  
IRI Peru worked through its Parliamentary Group for a Healthy Amazon to push back against a 
series of legislative proposals in congress that roll-back protections for forests and indigenous 



peoples, including modification of Law 28736 for the protection of Indigenous Peoples in 
Isolation and Initial Contact (PIACI Law),  the Forestry and Wildlife Law 29763, (which would 
promote deforestation in the Amazon), efforts to repeal Law 31622 (which stiffens penalties 
against organized crime dedicated to the illegal trafficking of flora, wildlife and aquatic species).  
Several of these laws are now under discussion in congress and IRI Peru will continue to work 
through the Parliamentary Group for a Healthy Amazon, and to issue its own statements 
together with other forest partners. The initial statement can be found here. 
   
IRI Peru holds national meeting with delegates from all local chapters  
  
From 8-9 December, IRI Peru held a national meeting of delegates from all of its local chapters 
across the country (18 delegates in all) to discuss strategies and approaches to strengthen faith-
based action for the protection of forests and indigenous peoples.  The meeting included an 
overview of the national environmental context, and a diagnostic of the state of forests and 
deforestation rates over the year, with each delegate providing an overview on their region of 
the country. The group discussed lessons learned and best practices from across their chapters 
and considered how to ensure training and action in each chapter might benefit from these 
lessons.  
  
IRI Peru provides training to local chapters in regions of the country where forests face the 
greatest threats, develops action plans 
  
In November, IRI Peru made visits to a number of its local chapters in regions of the country 
where forests are threatened.  The goal was to revitalize, strengthen and focus local chapters 
that are working to mobilize faith-based action to protect forests. The majority of IRI Peru 
chapters were formed during the pandemic, when in-person travel was not possible, making 
these visits the first time in several instances when religious leaders working together on IRI 
could meet in-person.  In IRI Iquitos, IRI Puerto Maldonado, IRI Quillabamba, IRI Marañón, IRI 
Moyobamba, IRI Yurimaguas, and IRI Aucayacu the meetings focused on mapping local 
problems, diagnosing the forest situation and developing proposals for action by the local 
chapter, in several instances discussing openings for local advocacy with newly-elected 
authorities on forest protection policies and measures, and in one instance (IRI Quillabamba) 
conducting interviews on local television.  
 
IRI Peru visits religious and social leaders in the San Martin region 
 
IRI Peru conducted exploration visits to Tarapoto and to Bellavista, Picota and Pucacaca to 
discuss potential collaboration on the protection of forests in the region. In Tarapoto, a 
gravitational locality because of its economic and commercial importance, four meetings were 
held to share progress on IRI Peru, to explore the possibilities of working together in the 
communities, in the social space and with the churches.  In Bellavista, IRI Peru worked with 
local religious coordinators to define lines of work being carried out to protect the forests in the 
face of the advance of logging for agriculture and the ways in which IRI Peru can become active 
with the new municipal administration.  



  
IRI Peru conducts coordination and networking visits for the formation of new local chapters  
  
In late November, IRI Peru went on exploration missions to Chachapoyas and Huanuco to hold 
working meetings on the launch of new local chapters in the regions. In Chachapoyas, IRI Peru 
was presented to a gathering of more than 70 religious leaders and agreement reached to 
officially launch the new chapter in March 2023. In Huanuco, a city where government 
authorities make decisions about the Amazon territories, consensus was reached with religious 
leaders to launch a new IRI Peru chapter and to retain a focus on advocating for the protection 
of the forests.  
  
IRI Peru holds dialogue, "Protection of Environmental Defenders" in alliance with MINAM and 
MINJUDH  
  
On 30 November, IRI Peru and the Ministry of Environment organized the dialogue, "Advances 
in the implementation of the intersectoral mechanism for the protection of environmental 
defenders". The event had the objective of sharing advances and challenges facing stakeholders 
that are committed to responding to the increase of violence in the Peruvian Amazon, which 
has made environmental defenders. The dialogue sought to improve understanding of this 
problem and to consolidate strategies to address it. The dialogue was attended by Raquel Soto, 
Coordinator of the Functional Unit for Environmental Crimes - UNIDA, of the Ministry of 
Environment and Ángel González Ramírez - Director of Human Rights Policies and Management, 
of the Ministry of Justice and Human Rights. Comments were also made by Berlin Diques - 
President of the Regional Organisation AIDESEP Ucayali (ORAU), Sister Ana María Palomino - 
Coordinator of the IRI Puerto Inca, Víctor Zambrano - Environmental Ombudsman, Katherine 
Sánchez - Peruvian Society of Environmental Law and Iván Brehaut of Pro-Purús. A link to the 
webinar can be found here. 
  
IRI Peru issues statement on weakening of law to combat species trafficking 
  
IRI Peru undertook dedicated advocacy to get Law 31622 – a law that toughens penalties 
against organized crime dedicated to the illegal trafficking of flora, wildlife and aquatic species 
– approved in November.  However, after congress submitted a proposal to repeal the law, IRI 
Peru issued a public statement against the repeal. The statement argued that the law is 
important in the fight against the forms of organized crime that are often behind the trafficking 
of species, so its repeal will only weaken the mechanisms to deal with it. The statement can be 
read here. 
  
IRI Peru produces videos of religious leaders for COP27  
  
IRI Peru helped coordinate and circulate a series of three videos with prominent religious 
leaders on forests and climate in advance of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC COP27). Cardinal Pedro Barreto, archbishop of Huancayo and president of REPAM and 
CEAMA, shared a video message about the role of authorities in making decisions about forests 



and climate to secure a global future. Rabbi Simantob Nigri, a member of the IRI Peru Advisory 
Council, also participated, highlighting the role of faith communities in God's call to defend 
land, forests and water. The third video featured Sister Maria Inés, Executive Secretary of the 
Conference of Religious Men and Women of Peru, who highlighted in her message the urgency 
of stopping climate change and reaching agreements that are implemented. The videos can be 
found here. 
  
IRI Peru spreads word about the importance of forests at 'Rock in the Park' Festival  
  
On 19 November, hundreds of people gathered at the "Rock in the Park" festival, which has 
been held in Peru for the past 20 years. As social and environmental responsibility is one of the 
main themes of the festival, event organizers invited IRI Peru to participate with an information 
and games stand to raise awareness among festival-goers. More than 50 people participated in 
a round of games with quizzes on forest diversity, the role of forests for the planet and the 
importance of the Amazon in the water cycle. All participants were given informative materials 
such as games and publications like "Verde y Fraterno". The stand also displayed a joint poster 
of the national campaign "Viva El Bosque", organised by the Ministry of Environment and 
supported by IRI Peru through the framework cooperation agreement between the two 
institutions. 
  
IRI Quillabamba incorporated into Municipal Environmental Commission 
  
IRI Quillabamba was recently incorporated into the Municipal Environmental Commission, a 
local administrative body where IRI can now have input into forest and land use policy. IRI 
Quillabamba contributed to the drafting and approval of the regulations guiding the Municipal 
Environmental Commission, including revision of regulations to ensure the care of the forests 
with the participation of civil society in municipal management.  The commission is charged 
with elaborating  and proposing policy guidelines, objectives and goals for environmental 
management, as well as draft ordinances and other municipal regulations to contribute to the 
sustainable development of the La Convención province in accordance with regional and 
national environmental policies.  It is also responsible for ensuring compliance with 
environmental policies, regulations and other environmental obligations within the jurisdiction, 
mainly those referring to access to information and citizen participation in environmental 
management. IRI Quillabamba is now extremely well positioned to help ensure the health of 
the forests and sustainable development in the region.  
  
IRI Peru holds dialogues on the outcomes of COP 15 and forests, water protection 
  
As part of the cooperation agreement IRI Peru has with the Ministry of Environment, on 28 
December the program held a virtual event for the Ministry of Environment to publicly present 
the results of UN Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diveristy (COP 15) 
and the challenges that the new global commitments imply for the internal agenda in Peru. 
MINAM was represented by the specialists who were part of the Peruvian delegation at the 
COP and the Vice-Minister of Strategic Development, Karina Pinasco. Also participating as 



panelists were leading specialists and representatives of interest groups such as Marco Arenas 
of SERNANP, Gabriel Quijandría of IUCN South, Monsignor Miguel Cadenas - Bishop of Iquitos 
and member of the IRI Peru Advisory Council - and Cristina López of DAR. The event brought 
together 80 participants.  IRI Peru also held a dialogue in alliance with Resucita Peru Now, the 
Integral Ecology Commission, entitled "Citizens and Public Action for Water" to discuss ways of 
collaboration between local and regional groups working for water conservation in the regions 
of Tacna, Moquegua, Puno, Cusco, Lima, Iquitos and Piura. A link to the webinar can be found 
here. 
  
IRI Peru sends letter to President of Congress to stop two projects harmful to forests, 
indigenous peoples 
  
Faced with the threat of the approval of two bills that weaken the Forestry and Wildlife Law 
and the legislation that protects uncontacted indigenous peoples, IRI Peru sent a letter to the 
President of the Congress of the Republic requesting that he postpone the debate until the 
voices of indigenous peoples and government organizations in charge of these issues are heard. 
  
IRI Marañón holds working session on its action plan for 2023  
  
IRI Marañón held a working session with members of the local churches, the elected deputy 
mayor, the President of the Front for the Defense of the Interests of the district of Imaza for the 
approval of its 2023 plan of action. The IRI Peru national team accompanied preparation of the 
documents, which were discussed and approved in their working session, which   ended with a 
fellowship dinner. The work plan includes the following goals: (i) to make an alliance with the 
Municipality of Imaza for an awareness campaign in the population for the care of the forests, 
(ii) to support the municipality in the legal terms for the implementation of measures to 
prevent the passage of trucks with illegal wood coming from Nieva; (iii) to monitor forests and 
the action of the authorities to stop deforestation in the district; (iv) to train and raise 
awareness in the faith communities of Chiriaco, as well as a social and digital media campaign 
for the protection of the forests; and (v) to strengthen the presence of IRI Marañón with an 
identification that supports its presence and action. 
 


