
INTERFAITH RAINFOREST INITIATIVE 
UPDATES – October 2022 

 
BRAZIL 
  
IRI Brazil initiates visits to Amazon capitals to launch local chapters 
 
On October 18th, IRI Brazil undertook a series of visits to the capital cities of a number of 
Amazon states to begin the process of mobilizing religious leaders to launch IRI Brazil local 
chapters. Activities were held from October 18th to 21st in Rio Branco, in the state of Acre, 
including six meetings and a total of 79 state Catholic, Evangelical, Spiritualist, Daime and 
Indigenous spirituality leaders. Several prominent religious leaders participated in the 
exploration visits and briefings, including the Bishop of Rio Branco and Dom Joaquim Pertíñez 
Fernández. All religious leaders expressed appreciation for IRI Brazil’s work plan and declared 
their interest in joining the local chapters and contributing to the development of an interfaith 
agenda that acts against deforestation, promotes the rights of indigenous peoples and local 
communities and advances sustainable development. Five meetings were also held involving 
the participation of researchers, professors, and students from the Federal University of Acre, 
the management team of the Sustainable Forest Management Association of Acre, and the 
Planning Directorate of the State of Acre’s Public Prosecutor's Office. Each agreed to participate 
in the launch of the IRI Brazil chapters and presented a series of impactful proposals that could 
significantly contribute to the achievement of IRI Brazil's mission objectives. Launch dates will 
be chosen in November or December and will include an interfaith dialogue on the theology of 
creation, screening of the Amazonia Viva film (recently developed by IRI Brazil), a site visit to 
the largest forest restoration area in the Amazon, and definition of an IRI chapter work plan for 
the first quarter of 2023. During the inception mission agreement was also reached by the 
planning board of MFE/Acre to help IRI Brazil schedule meetings to present its work plan to 
(and ideally secure partnerships with) the board of the National Council of Justice, the National 
Council of the Public Ministry, and the Brazilian Association of Environment Public Ministry 
Members (ABRAMPA).  
  
IRI Brazil completes virtual reality film, “Amazon Viva” and prepares for launch, outreach 
  
IRI Brazil recently completed production of a powerful new virtual reality film, “Amazon Viva”, 
which gives viewers an immersive experience of the Amazon forest and will be a key element of 
IRI Brazil’s outreach and communications strategy over the coming months. The institutional 
launch was scheduled for November 4th in Brasilia, to be attended by diplomats from the 
Norwegian Embassy, UNEP representatives in Brazil, members of the IRI Brazil Advisory Council, 
congresswoman Marina Silva, and Instituto Clima e Sociedade and Conservation International. 
The public launch will take place during the Rio Innovation Week 2022, from November 8th to 
11th in Rio de Janeiro. The film will be used both domestically within Brazil and internationally 
at global conferences – starting at COP27 - to raise awareness about the threats facing the 
Amazon forest and indigenous peoples.     



  
IRI Brazil prepares communications campaign, “The Will of God”, focused on forests, climate 
and the rights of indigenous peoples 
  
Following a thorough analysis of the current Brazilian religious environment, including 
consultations with key experts and stakeholders, IRI Brazil has initiated a new communications 
campaign called, “The Will of God”. The objective of the campaign is to spread messages 
around forests, climate and the rights of indigenous peoples using religious texts and scientific 
information to incite reflection and stimulate engagement among religious audiences on the 
forests agenda. The messages will be distributed through IRI Brazil’s network, those linked to 
the religious entities of IRI Brazil’s Advisory Council, participants of IRI Brazil’s activities during 
2022, and partners who work in the confessional field. Starting in November, one message per 
week will be distributed and its reach will be monitored by the IRI Brazil communications team.  
  
IRI Brazil trainings with religious leaders is leading to uptake of mandate to protect forests 
  
Following recent trainings by IRI Brazil for religious leaders at the Monitoring and Natural 
Disaster Alert Center (CEMADEN) and the Space Research Institute (INPE), the initiative has 
carried out opinion surveys with participants to measure the impact that the awareness and 
training sessions have generated, and if there has been a significant change in their values, 
priorities, and behavior with the society and religious communities. To date, 30 of the 100 
religious leaders who participated in the recent trainings were interviewed. Of the 30 
interviewees, 100% considered the event important both personally and ministerially, 90% 
started new activities related to the care of forests within their religious communities, and 
100% plan to start other activities soon. All interviewees agreed to participate in IRI Brazil’s 
future activities including workshops on the Amazon and viewing of the new 3D film, sharing of 
messages on the care of forests, and the participation in the launches of IRI local chapters. Of 
the responants, 90% also agreed to participate in public advocacy actions.  
  
 
COLOMBIA 
  
IRI Colombia holds "We Are Amazonia", an interfaith environmental festival focused on the 
protection and restoration of forests 
  
IRI Colombia recently held a large public engagement event and campaign in San José del 
Guaviare called “We Are Amazonia”, with music, theatre, poetry and statements of 
commitment and action to protect forests and the rights of indigenous peoples. The Parque de 
la Vida, in the capital of Guaviare, hosted the full-day program, which was attended by 500 
people, including religious leaders and communities of faith, members of the IRI Colombia local 
chapters, community leaders, governmental representatives and civil society organisations.  
The event was a faith-based call to recognise that the deforestation crisis in the region needs 
urgent attention and to reflect on the urgency of protecting the Amazonian ecosystems. "This is 
a message of awareness and we want it to be clear: we are aware of our responsibility. We are 



IRI Colombia and we want to reach out to the world. We are IRI Colombia and we want to reach 
the heart of each one of you," said Pastor William Porras, coordinator of IRI San José del 
Guaviare, during the opening of the “We Are Amazonia Day”.  The program included: music by 
John Díaz and Cimarrón Llanero, and the church La Casa de la Vid; a performance by a theatre 
group from the Manantial de Vida Eterna Church, who presented the play "Our trees are 
dying"; an interview with a firefighter (Oscar Javier Granada); presentations on reforestation 
projects; and presentations by experts on the importance of forests. "Lord, we ask your 
forgiveness for the mismanagement we have given to the natural resources you have lent us. 
Today we want to turn our gaze towards you and ask you to assist us with your presence so 
that we can touch the forests and the hearts of all human beings, so that we can take 
responsibility and gratitude the care of Creation", said Pastor Gilberto Moreno in his prayer. 
The day closed with a performance by Gama, rap singer-songwriter. 
  
IRI Colombia makes the protection of the Amazon a priority for the national government 
  
During the workshop "Amazonia has a voice", held on 3 and 4 October in Bogotá, the PND 
2022-2026 alliance, of which IRI Colombia is a member, presented the national government 
with six priority proposals related to the protection of the Amazon with the aim of having them 
included in the National Development Plan 2022-2026. The proposals are the product of 
months of dialogues and consultations held throughout the year in Caquetá, Guaviare, 
Putumayo, Amazonas, Vaupés and Guainía, in which almost 1,000 people participated, 1,053 
proposals were collected, and 36 were prioritised. The priority proposals presented for 
inclusion in the National Development Plan 2022-2026 included, among others: implementation 
of a sustainable development strategy that will contribute to the control of deforestation and 
the protection of the Amazon; advancement in the titling process to prevent land grabbing and 
illegal appropriation of forests; and the promotion of small and medium-sized community 
initiatives, which promote green growth and the sustainable use of natural resources. "We 
need to make a transition to a green economy with justice and move towards a positive 
nature," said Sandra Vilardy, Vice Minister of Environment and Sustainable Development after 
Dario Silva, an indigenous leader from the Cubeo ethnic group, officially handed over the 
proposals to her.  The meeting was also attended by delegates from the Ministries of Transport, 
Agriculture and Information and Communication Technologies.  
  
IRI Colombia participates in UN Convention on Biological Diversity workshop 
  
IRI Colombia participated in a workshop organised by Rainforest Foundation Norway and the 
Asociación Ambiente y Sociedad, to follow up on the post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, 
specifically in relation to the role of indigenous peoples and Colombian environmental 
defenders.  The meeting included representatives from IRI Colombia, environmental sectors 
and different indigenous peoples organisations (such as OPIAC and ONIC) who reviewed the 
goals proposed in the document.  The proposals produced at the workshop also served as input 
for the Interethnic Committee, convened by the Colombian government on October 27th as a 
preparatory session for the UNCBD COP15 to be held in December.  
  



IRI San José del Guaviare makes progress on implementation of reforestation and food 
sustainability program funded by Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD) 
  
Members of IRI Colombia and IRI San José del Guaviare recently travelled to the village of 
Campo Alegre to handed over 1,613 lemon seedlings to 30 families in the village. This activity is 
part of the program "Deforestation and response to Covid-19", managed by IRI Colombia and 
financed by the Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD), which also includes the delivery of 691 
seedlings to 14 families in the village of El Morro and 500 banana seedlings to the Association 
of Rural Businesswomen (ADMER) who will create a community garden on a 1.75-hectare plot 
of land. IRI San José del Guaviare has a plan to follow up project activities with the support of 
the Guaviare department's agricultural secretariat. Additionally, IRI San José del Guaviare 
carried out a vaccination day in Campo Alegre with the accompaniment of the departmental 
health. The aim of the project is to help women and indigenous peoples in the region seriously 
affected by deforestation and the Covid 19 pandemic in order to promote good health 
conditions, contribute to food security and reduce the risk of malnutrition. 
 
IRI Cartagena del Chairá secures a public commitment to protect forests 
  
Members of the local chapters of IRI Cartagena del Chairá, Remolinos del Caguán and La 
Primavera participated in a social dialogue organised by Visión Amazonia and the Ministry of 
Environment and Sustainable Development which sought to reach agreements to stop 
deforestation in the Colombian Amazon. "We want the forest and the jungle to be conserved, 
and for this reason we must develop a social and community economy", said Minister Susana 
Muhamad, who, together with the participants, signed a commitment to forests, sustainable 
production and the development of a forest economy that protects the forest. 
  
IRI San José del Guaviare plants trees, erect billboards to raise awareness about deforestation 
  
As a testimony to their commitment to care for forests, religious leaders and members of the 
IRI San José del Guaviare chapter held two environmental awareness days on October 17th and 
26th. On the first day, they planted 20 tree seedlings in the Parque de la Vida and on the 
second they installed 20 mini billboards with environmental messages, reading "Destroying the 
forest is an attack on life", "Nature is a gift from the Creator, take care of it! and "Defending the 
earth is defending life".   
  
 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO  
 
IRI DRC installs and launches new provincial chapter in South Kivu 
  
Between October 11th and 14th, IRI DRC launched a new provincial chapter in South Kivu that 
will work on faith-based action to protect forests and the rights of forest communities in the 
region. The National Facilitator of IRI DRC, Reverend Matthieu Yela, together with an Adisory 
Council members and representative from PIDP-Goma helped to guide the launch activities, 



which included training sessions for 35 religious leaders on forests, climate change and the 
rights of forest communities and which were carried out in partnership with religious 
organizations, political and administrative authorities (with responsibilities in the environment 
sector), GIZ and other technical partners. The discussions included a dialogue on the moral, 
ethical and spiritual basis for protecting tropical forests and their inhabitants, as well as the 
need for religious action to stop deforestation. Trainings also included a workshop on territorial 
public policies around forests and the rights of forest communities, and entry points for faith-
based advocacy.  The event concluded with the formal installation of the new IRI South Kivu 
chapter, and the inaugural meeting of the IRI South Kivu Advisory Council composed of 31 
representatives from religious organizations, forest peoples’ groups, NGOs, and technical 
partners.   
  
IRI DRC advocates for the rights of indigenous peoples in the Kahuzi National Park 
  
Representatives from IRI DRC and the recently-launched IRI South Kivu Advisory Council met 
with officials from the Congolese Institute for Nature Conservation, the management authority 
of Kahuzi National Park, to advocate for the rights and entitlements of local indigenous peoples.  
Since 2021, indigenous pygmy peoples from the Kahuzi Biega National Park have faced the 
prospect of eviction. The indigenous pygmy peoples are reclaiming the land they occupied in 
the park, but their claims have been met with repression, arrests and violence. Despite the 
administrative procedures implemented to resolve the conflict, the pygmies are still forbidden 
to live on their land. In this context, the IRI DRC team established a dialogue and meeting with 
the park authority to better understand the issues and to advocate for secure legal rights to the 
land for indigenous pygmy peoples.   
  
IRI DRC holds training for religious leaders in North Kivu 
  
With the goal of mobilizing territorial focal points to integrate their local communities into 
efforts to protect forests and forest communities, IRI DRC organized a training session for 
members of IRI North Kivu, a provincial chapter work on education, on-the-ground mobilization 
and advocacy around public policies to protect forests. The training revisited IRI's theory of 
change and reminded religious denominations of their role in the fight against deforestation 
and in the protection of the rights of indigenous peoples, the guardians of the forests. The 
training was attended by 20 religious leaders and territorial focal points from Masisi, Rutshuru, 
Walikale, Nyiragongo, Lubero, Beni, Butembo and the city of Goma. The training sessions also 
included workshops by issue experts on deforestation, climate change and sustainable 
development, and concluded with the creation of action plans to launch local chapters in 
Masisi, Rutshuru, Walikale, Nyiragongo, Lubero, Beni, Butembo and Goma, work that will be 
overseen by the IRI North Kivu supervisor.    
 
  



IRI DRC holds training seminar on forests at Université Libre des Grands Lacs 
  
On October 21st, IRI DRC held a university seminar at the Université Libre des Grands Lacs on 
the importance of research and teaching for the protection of forests. The objective of the 
seminar was to engage teachers and students of theology, ecology, and religious leaders in 
reflections on the role and place of universities and higher religious institutions in the fight 
against deforestation. The event was attended by 135 people and included presentations by 
Reverend Dr Samuel Ngayihembako ("Creation and the environment"), Dr Thasi Kakule (spatio-
temporal dynamics of land use between 1980-2022 and the ecosystem services of Virunga 
National Park), Professor Membere Ndemo (forests and climate change), Dr. Bulambo Milenge 
(the role and place of universities and religious institutions in the fight against deforestation), 
and Reverend Matthieu Yela (IRI DRC). The presentations were followed by a small workshop to 
identify measurable actions to be taken by the universities and religious leaders. The seminar 
created an important foundation of future collaboration between IRI DRC and an alliance of 
academic institutions, religious leaders and forest advocacy groups. 
  
IRI North Kivu Advisory Council meeting 
  
IRI North Kivu held its second Advisory Council meeting of the year, led by the National 
Facilitator of IRI DRC. This meeting brought together 14 representatives of religious 
denominations, indigenous peoples and scientists. During the Advisory Council meeting, 
members reviewed the activities carried out by IRI North Kivu so far and proposed priority 
activities for the remainder of the year, including the reforestation of a green wall between the 
city of Goma and the Nyiragongo volcano and an ecumenical service to mobilise other religious 
denominations to engage in the program.  
  
 
PERU  
  
IRI Peru helps lead Governors Climate and Forests Task Force meeting in Sint Maarten 
  
IRI Peru was invited to organise and moderate the high-level segment of a Governors Climate 
and Forest Task Force meeting in the city of Moyobamba, San Martin.  The meeting included 
the presence of authorities from 39 sub-national governments and more than 180 indigenous 
and civil society organisations, private companies, international cooperation agencies, religious 
communities and national government representatives.  IRI Peru coordinated the design, 
drafting, consensus building and approval of the "Declaration of San Martin", the formal 
document that was adopted at the meeting and that will set the agenda for forest management 
in the sub-national territories that make up the Governors Climate and Forests Task Force, 
especially in the Amazon. Finally, during the meeting, IRI Peru presented IRI's commitments for 
the implementation of the San Martin Declaration. See the declaration here.  
  
  



IRI Peru participates in the 52nd General Assembly of the Organization of American States 
  
In the framework of the 52nd General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS), 
IRI Peru participated in the side event, "Rights of Amazonian Indigenous Peoples" with the aim 
of influencing and raising awareness of the situation in the Amazonian territory. Mons. Alfredo 
Vizcarra, President of REPAM Peru and member of the IRI Peru Advisory Council, raised the 
issue of a lack of attention by the government to the fundamental rights of indigenous peoples 
(such as health and education) and advocated for "a policy of sustainable, integral development 
that respects ecosystems, culture and gives opportunities to those in need". Sister Ana María 
Palomino, coordinator of IRI Puerto Inca (an IRI Peru local chapter) warned of the serious 
problems caused when indigenous peoples are forced to migrate to the cities due to the lack of 
services and opportunities provided by the state, leaving forests vulnerable to occupation and 
destruction. The event was attended by Ambassador Harold Forsyth, Permanent 
Representative of Peru to the OAS; Monsignor Juan Antonio Cruz, Permanent Observer 
representative of the Holy See to the OAS; Lily Calderón Ramos, coordinator of the Human 
Rights Nucleus of the Pan-Amazonian Ecclesiastical Network; and David Lobatón Palacios, 
professor and head of the Law Department of the PUCP, as well as indigenous leaders, 
members of IRI Peru and civil organisations.  
  
IRI Peru co-organises seminar on the rights of indigenous peoples 
  
On October 11, in partnership with Caritas Selva Central, IRI Peru delivered a seminar entitled, 
“A new paradigm of sustainable development: The role of indigenous peoples in the defense of 
nature.” More than 30 people participated in a seminar designed to raise awareness about the 
Amazon as a source of life and the role of indigenous peoples in its protection and 
conservation. The event was attended by Mons. Gerardo Zerdín, Teddy Sinacay (President of 
Central de Comunidades Nativas Selva Central), Feliciana Gaspar Seminario (President of 
OMANAYA - Organisation of Amazonian Women of the Yanesha nation), José Álvarez (Director 
of Biodiversity of MINAM) and José Iturrios (National Director of Cacao Peru).  Laura Vargas, 
National Facilitator of IRI Peru opened the event, highlighting the urgency of working for the 
defense of forests and indigenous communities, including addressing the increase in illegal 
logging, drug trafficking and mining that is generating serious conflicts and risks for 
environmental defenders. 
  
IRI Peru meets with largest mining group in the country to discuss forest protection  
  
IRI Peru initiated and held a working meeting with Hochschild Mining Group, one of the largest 
mining groups operating in Peru, to explore ideas and work spaces for a future non-profit 
organisation that the mining group is interested in promoting and developing. IRI Peru 
recommended that there should be a strong focus on transparency, participatory management 
and local sustainable development, empowering indigenous peoples and local communities and 
prioritizing the protection and restoration of forests. 
  
  



IRI Peru participates in prominent national conference, AmazonTec 
  
IRI Peri contributed to a national conference (AmazonTec) led by USAID and Conservación 
Amazónica – ACCA which included a focus on the presentation of top quality data on the state 
of the Amazon and the opportunities provided by the use of real-time technology (such as 
satellite imagery, drone monitoring and heat mapping). IRI Peru was invited to the final 
segment of the third day of sessions, held at the Hotel Los Delfines in Lima, to take stock of the 
causes that have led to the current state of deforedtation in the Peruvian Amazon.  Laura 
Vargas, National Facilitator of IRI Peru presented alongside the Minister of Environment, USAID 
and former Peruvian State Ministers Violeta Bermudez, Manuel Pulgar-Vidal and Fabiola 
Muñoz, as well as indigenous peoples’ representatives and business and civil society leaders. 
AmazonTec had more than two million mentions on Twitter during the closing day of the 
conference. 
  
IRI Peru issues open letter to Premier Aníbal Torres on Supreme Decree on illegal mining 
  
IRI Peru has been engaged in an advocacy campaign around keeping the Armed Forces in 
priority areas of the country where illegal mining is rampant and on the rise.  The government 
once again declared a State of Emergency in the districts of Tambopata province in Madre de 
Dios (DS 123-2022-PCM) and Alto Nanay in Loreto (DS 124-2022-PCM), two areas severely 
affected by illegal mining. IRI Peru sent a letter to Premier Aníbal Torres, congratulating the 
decision while acknowledging that the measure should be extended beyond the sixty day 
period of enforcement, as more time will be needed to resolve the problem in earnest.  
  
IRI Peru participates in workshop on Peru's proposals for UNCBD COP 15  
  
IRI Peru participated in a workshop organized by Derecho Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (DAR) 
and Rainforest Foundation Norway to analyse Peru’s commitments related to the UN 
Convention on Biological Diversity.  The workshop which was organizated with Peruvian 
Amazonian indigenous organisations and civil society allies, had the objective of strengthening 
advocacy around proposals made by indigenous peoples into the  UNCBD process. IRI Peru 
participated to join efforts in solidarity with indigenous peoples and succeeded in getting an 
indigenous leader considered as part of the Peru delegation for the upcoming COP15 meeting 
in Canada.  
  
IRI Peru issues letter to President Pedro Castillo on conflict over illegal mining in Cenepa  
  
IRI Peru issued a letter to the President of the Republic requesting that the Ministries of 
Defence and Culture immediately coordinate with the Public Prosecutor's Office to stop the 
confrontation between the indigenous organisation (ODECOFROC) and illegal miners who have 
been operating in this area of the country.  Members of ODECOFROC were carrying out 
measures to stop illegal dredgers that have been polluting the river, killing off fish, and leaving 
the population without food. After intervening and burning two dredgers, illegal miners 
responded by firing guns at the indigenous peoples’ representatives and setting fire to their 



headquarters. In view of the seriousness of these events, IRI Peru sent a letter to the President 
urgning immediate action to protect the indigenous leaders. 
  
IRI Peru supports IRI local chapters with action plans 
  
IRI Peru has been leading a series of face-to-face meetings with IRI local chapters to strengthen, 
accompany and support them in the development and execution of their work plans for forests 
and the rights of indigenous peoples. IRI Peru is developing a plan work with each local chapter 
to review progress made, training opportunities, exchange with other local sectors, and to 
design strategies for advocacy with the new local and regional governments that have been 
elected and that will begin in 2023.  
 
IRI Peru participates in Ministry of Environment campaign 
  
Within the framework of the Memorandum of Understanding between IRI Peru and the 
Ministry of Environment (MINAM), IRI Peru has joined a campaign called Viva el Bosque (Live 
the Forest) which seeks to raise public awareness of the importance of protecting and 
conserving the ecosystems of the Amazon.  The campaign, which began on 22 October in the 
city of Iquitos, with the presence of Minister Rozas, will develop numerous activities throughout 
the country. IRI Peru will hold a meeting with the officials in charge of the campaign to identify 
and agree on initiatives to better achieve the objectives proposed by the campaign.  
  
IRI Peru published latest issue of Somos Bosque 
  
IRI Peru has published its latest issue of  "Somos Bosque", an IRI Peru newsletter with 
information on its activities, including the signing of the "Declaration of San Martin", a 
document of agreements and commitments that will be assumed by the newly elected regional 
governments. This edition also highlights IRI's advocacy and training efforts through face-to-
face activities and communications to national authorities.  
 


