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BRAZIL 
  
IRI Brazil issues powerful open letter to candidates for office at national and state 
levels calling for protection of the Amazon and its guardians  
  
IRI Brazil issued an open letter to the political leaders running in the presidential elections 
and for the state governments in the Legal Amazon, as well as the Senate and House of 
Representatives to commit themselves to the preservation of the Amazon and the 
protection of its guardians. IRI Brazil was able to get 31 key national and regional 
organizations and movements that work in the socio-environmental and religious fields to 
sign the letter, including all members of the Advisory Council. The letter was sent to all 
11 candidates for the Presidency of the Republic. Of this total, three candidates 
responded and committed themselves to the proposals presented, namely: Luis Inácio 
Lula da Silva (PT), Ciro Gomes (PDT) and Simone Tebet (PMDB).  Regarding the 
candidates from the Legal Amazon, who are running for state governments and the 
Federal Senate, IRI Brazil sent the letter to the four best positioned candidates in the 
polls. In all, 33 Letters were sent to the candidates running for state governments and 36 
for the Senate. For those running for seats in the House of Representatives, letters were 
sent to the state directorates of all the parties in the Legal Amazon, reaching the 1,811 
candidates. The release corresponding to the delivery of the letter was sent to 118 
journalists from the states of the Legal Amazon and to 106 journalists from the national 
mainstream media, including news agencies. The letter was covered in several prominent 
media outlets, and was published by the journalist Jamil Chade, from the UOL Portal, one 
of the most important journalists in the country with an average of 114 million views per 
month. A copy of the letter can be found here. The following links allow you to read some 
of the articles in the mainstream press: UOL (here), Agência Sputnik (here), Jornal do 
Brasil (here), Toda Palavra (here). The religious press has also shared the following 
articles: Diocese Guajará-Mirim (here), Rádio Campinas (here), Aparecida (here), 
National Council of Christian Churches - CONIC (here), FMU (here) 
  
IRI Brazil holds major mobilization around Amazon Day 
  
As part of an advocacy and public outreach campaign around Amazon Day, IRI Brazil 
held a major mobilization effort through an Interfaith Meeting for the Preservation of the 
Amazon. This year's Amazon Day celebration fell during the election period, creating an 
important opportunity to include care for the Amazon in the debate of major national 
issues, especially in view of the worsening indicators around deforesaton and violence 
against indigenous peoples. The purpose of the mobilization was to unite religious leaders 
– representing important national entities and movements –  to spread the message that 
it is urgent to stop the process of forest destruction and to halt the violation of indigenous 
peoples’ rights in the country. The main religious organizations in the country were 
represented at the meeting, including all members of the IRI Brazil Advisory Council 



(CNBB, CONIC, ACEB, RPPB, UM, CONIB and ISER) as well as 24 other organizations 
and movements in the country. The event was attended by 90 people and online 
participation reached 170 people during the 3-hour event, which has 1,765 views on 
YouTube. Several internationally renowned personalities were present at the event, such 
as former senator and newly elected congresswoman Marina Silva, scientist Carlos 
Nobre (keynote speaker), and the first Cardinal of the Amazon region, Dom Leonardo 
Steiner. The indigenous peoples were represented by the artist and geographer Marcia 
Kambebe (Amazonas), the lawyer Ivo Aureliano Macuxi (Roraima) and the young Tuíra 
Guajajara (Maranhão). The event was broadcasted on Youtube, on FMU's channel. 
Rádio Campinas (who have 6 million listeners) and Rádio Aparecida (which reaches part 
of the metropolitan region of São Paulo, Campinas and Vale do Paraíba and is 
retransmitted to affiliates all over the country covered the event. Advisory Council 
members of IRI Brazil have also were invited to virtual interviews with My News (a 
Youtube channel with 622,000+ subscribers, see here) and Fórum Café (a Youtube 
channel with 303,000+ subscribers, see here). A recording of the event can be 
found here.  
  
IRI Brazil holds series of four webinars to raise awareness of the urgency of ending 
deforestation, defending indigenous rights and fighting climate change  
  
As part of the Amazônia Viva Project – a partnership with the National Association for an 
Economy of Communion - ANPECOM, Sistema B Brazil and the Federal University of 
Rondônia – IRI Brazil held a series of four learning meetings from September 5th to 
September 27th.  The objective of the webinars was to promote awareness about the 
protection of the Amazon and its guardians, and to advance a vision of sustainable 
development in the biome. Among the invited expert speakers were Adriana Ramos 
(Instituto Socioambiental-ISA), Paulo Moutinho (Instituto de Pesquisas Ambientais da 
Amazônia - IPAM), Adalberto Veríssimo (IMAZON) and the indigenous leaders Myrian 
Metchituna-Tikuna and Ubiraci Pataxó. Each of the four webinars attracted more than 70 
people.   
  
 COLOMBIA 
 
IRI Colombia finalizes proposals through Escucha la Amazonia for the National 
Development Plan, 2022-2026  
  
The Escucha la Amazonia alliance, of which IRI Colombia is a lead member, concluded 
its preparation of proposals to be issued to the national government regarding the 
protection of the Amazon, including specific provisions around the implementation of a 
sustainable development model from and for the Amazon, the restoration of the ecological 
and socio-cultural connectivity of the Amazon, the consolidation of an intercultural State 
for the Amazon, and the protection of the rights of environmental defenders of the peasant 
communities and indigenous authorities of the Amazon. Additionally, representatives of 
the ten organizations that make up Escucha la Amazonia met on September 28 to 
formulate a roadmap to integrate these proposals into Binding Regional Dialogues - a 
planning and participatory instrument created by the national government to build the 



National Development Plan 2022-2026. IRI Colombia and the alliance members 
discussed how to ensure that their proposals are included in the national development 
plan, which will be approved no later than May 2023. 
  
IRI Colombia continues working to impact the National Development Plan, 2022-
2026 
  
IRI Colombia and the environmental organization Alisos met with House Representative 
Juan Carlos Losada to seek support from different sectors of the legislative branch for the 
proposals for National Development Plan, 2022-2026 that have been put forward by IRI 
Colombia, Alisos and  important organizations like Gran Tierra Energy, Gaia Amazonas, 
Fundación para la Conservación y el Desarrollo Sostenible, Fundación Natura, GIZ, 
Konrad Adenauer Foundation and Parques Nacionales Cómo Vamos.  During the 
meeting at the National Capitol, the congressman was briefed on the document "The 
Amazon has a voice in the PND 2022-2026", the name given to this initiative, which aims 
to propose to the Colombian government to incorporate proposals for the Amazon that 
are formulated in the regions into the National Development Plan, 2022-2026. 
Representative Juan Carlos Lozada pledged to accompany the process and to participate 
in the meeting to be held on October 4, during which regional representatives will choose 
the six final program proposals from the 36 selected during the departmental meetings 
held throughout the year. 
  
IRI Colombia participates in interfaith event during Climate Week  
  
IRI Colombia joined with leading faith-based organizations to hold the "Listening to the 
Voice of Creation" seminar as part of Climate Week and the opening of the 77th session 
of the United Nations General Assembly. "IRI Colombia puts pastoral action at the service 
of the realization of environmental justice," noted Carlos Augusto Lozano, national 
advisor to IRI Colombia, during the panel "Caring for Creation in a Season of Climate 
Emergency." The seminar was attended by representatives from all partner 
organizations: the Episcopal Church USA, the World Council of Churches, the Parliament 
of the World's Religions, the Islamic Society of North America, Act Alliance, the Temple 
of Understanding, Tzu Chi, Bhumi Global and Islamic Relief.  A link to the event can be 
found here. 
  
IRI Colombia will accompany the formulation of school environmental projects of 
educational institutions in San José del Guaviare. 
  
IRI Colombia and members of the local chapters of San José del Guaviare met with 
representatives of the Secretary of Education and rectors of educational institutions in the 
municipality with the aim of agreeing on the construction of school environmental projects 
(PRAE) in 2023. During an initial meeting, Blanca Echeverry, IRI Colombia National 
Facilitator referenced the dramatic deforestation figures in the department and invited the 
entire education sector of the department to join the efforts of IRI Colombia to provide 
environmental education in all schools through a process that generates in student and 
community attitudes an appreciation and respect for their territory, in addition to assuming 



the defense of the forests and the rights of indigenous peoples. A working group of IRI 
Colombia and the educational sector (rectors) was created to support the development 
of educational projects that promote the analysis and understanding of local, regional and 
national environmental problems and potential solutions. The representatives of the 
educational institutions committed to plan the PRAE of 2023 with the advice and support 
of IRI Colombia. The first working day will be held on February 23, 2023.  
  
IRI Colombia plans to implement humanitarian aid package for San José del 
Guaviare 
  
IRI Colombia and the local chapter of San José de Guaviare met with the municipal 
Secretary of Health, governors of the indigenous community, and social leaders Jazmín 
Castro and Diana Cadena  to advance implementation of a humanitarian aid package 
managed by IRI Colombia with Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD).  The aid package 
will benefit families in the La Fuga reservation, where the Jiw ethnic group lives, and in 
the villages of Campo Alegre and El Morro. At the meeting it was agreed that the 
Secretary of Health, with the accompaniment of IRI-San José del Guaviare, will visit the 
La Fuga reservation to diagnose the conditions and health needs of the community and 
prepare for a health day on October 14. The members of the Jiw indigenous people, after 
consultation and coordination with the governor of the resguardo, will be vaccinated 
against covid-19 and will receive general medical, dental, pediatric and nutritional care. 
A similar day will be held on October 13 in the villages of El Morro and Campo Alegre. 
  
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO  
  
IRI DRC holds 2-day workshop with country’s religious leaders, produces 
powerful statement to COP27 ministers on the need for stronger efforts to protect 
and restore forests 
  
This week, IRI DRC held a 2-day workshop with the country’s most established religious 
leaders and faith-based organizations to call on the government of DRC to strengthen its 
commitment to forest protection in advance of UNFCCC COP27. The workshop was 
attended by over 60 religious leaders and held in advance of a ministerial preparatory 
meeting in Kinshasa of UNFCCC COP27. IRI DRC used the workshop to produce a policy 
paper calling on DRC and all parties to the COP to make the protection and restoration 
of forests a priority strategy in addressing climate change. "The DRC is particularly well 
placed to play a leading role in the fight against climate change, especially during the 
COP27, which will be held on the African continent,” read the statement produced at the 
workshop. “We, the religious leaders of the DRC, believe that the country is morally 
obliged to assume greater responsibilities, especially in terms of protection and 
restoration of forests”. The policy statement also stated that the Nationally Determined 
Contribution (NDC) should explicitly commit to ending deforestation by 2030. "This 
commitment should now be clearly integrated into the DRC's climate policy.” IRI DRC 
emerged from the workshop with a promise to issue a series of policy papers and 
advocacy documents on how the government can demonstrate needed leadership 
around the protection of forests and forest defenders, not just to address climate change, 



but for biodiversity, sustainable development and equality goals. Read the full policy 
statement here.  
  
IRI DRC presents recommendations to Ministers gathered at COP27 prepartory 
meeting, call for greater ambition on forest protection  
  
At a meeting of more than 60 governments and Environment Ministers gathered in 
Kinshasa for a preparatory meeting in advance of UNFCCC COP27, IRI DRC delivered 
a statement calling for greater global ambition and support around the protection of DRC’s 
forests. In a statement delivered by Monsineaur Donatien Nshole, Secretary General of 
the National Episcopal Conference of Congo (CENCO), IRI DRC communicated that 
tropical deforestation is advancing at alarming rates across the African continent and in 
DRC. “We want to encourage the governments of the countries here present to stop 
deforestation and forest degradation and make it a key priority of their climate actions," 
said Monsignor Nshole. IRI DRC called for religious organizations to be considered 
partners in raising awareness about the deforestation crisis, providing training on 
sustainable management, and mobilizing the moral leadership to advance policies that 
protect and restore forests.  The statement delivered to the Ministerial meeting covered 
six calls to action: (i) to strengthen the voice of those calling for stronger protections 
around forest protection as a priority strategy against climate; (ii) to use COP27 as a 
space for the Government of DRC and other African countries to strengthen their 
commitments around forest protection; (iii) to affirm faith in forests as God's creative work, 
a sacred and irreplaceable gift essential to life on earth and recall man's mission to 
conserve and not destroy; (iv) to stop deforestation and forest degradation; (v) to secure 
legal recognition of the territorial land rights of indigenous peoples as a key element of 
climate policy; and (vi) to consider IRI DRC partners in forest protection, landscape 
restoration, and climate change issues by giving them space for interventions at the local, 
provincial and national levels. 
  
IRI DRC contributes to workshop, study on strengthening commitments to forests 
in DRC’s National Determined Contribution (NDC)    
  
IRI DRC has been actively working to input into the National Determined Contribution 
(NDC) of DRC to the UNFCCC.  The program recently participated in a stakeholder 
consultation workshop coordinated by the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable 
Development in collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
on a draft roadmap for the implementation of the NDC in the DRC. Following this meeting, 
IRI DRC and CEDEN have been collaborating to organize thematic expert group 
sessions, with the support of Fern and the European Forest Institute (EFI) in order to 
enrich/propose amendments to the draft and elaborate the roadmap of civil society and 
religious denominations for follow-up.  IRI DRC also contributed to a study entitled "New 
and Revised NDCs: What about the Forests in the DRC?” – a comparative analysis of 
NDCs in three countries of the Congo Basin (the Democratic Republic of Congo, the 
Republic of Congo and the Central African Republic) as well as four other countries 
(Cameroon, Ghana, Liberia and Vietnam). The objective of the study was to (i) provide a 
contextual analysis of what the three main target countries have committed to in terms of 



national climate efforts, (ii) provide concrete recommendations on how these countries 
can better integrate forest governance into their NDCs, (iii) assess the revised NDCs from 
a forest and forest governance perspective, and (iv) discuss the correlation between 
improved forest governance and climate outcomes. The study concluded that (i) if several 
countries show a willingness to reduce deforestation through ambitious commitments, 
this will be a good thing, (ii) none of the NDCs analyzed show a commitment to stop 
deforestation completely by 2030, even though their forests are essential to achieving the 
objectives of the Paris Agreement, and (iii) DRC's NDC is quite comprehensive with 
regard to forests compared to other NDCs that were studied, even though it clearly does 
not make any commitments to end forest degradation and deforestation.  
  
IRI DRC contributes to workshop, declaration of the Congo Basin Forest 
Partnership 
  
IRI DRC recently participated in the 19th Meeting of the Parties of the Congo Basin Forest 
Partnership (CBFP) in Gabon. Alongside other members of DRC civil society, IRI DRC 
contributed to the workshop, which focused on good governance of natural resources and 
forests in the countries bordering the Congo Basin. IRI DRC contributed substantially to 
the declaration that came out of the workshop.  “Forest protection and restoration must 
be an integral part of climate change mitigation, adaptation and resilience strategies,” 
reads the declaration. “The recognition of the importance of protecting and restoring 
forests as a carbon sink and the focus on the Congo Basin is to be welcomed.” The full 
declaration can be found here. 
  
IRI DRC developing methodological guides, academic seminars for religious 
leaders on forests, climate 
  
The German international development cooperation agency (GIZ) has engaged IRI DRC 
to develop a series of methodological guides on forests and climate for religious leaders. 
The guides will cover creation theology for religious leaders as well as climate change 
and the protection/restoration of forests, one for children for use in elementary schools), 
another for youth, and another for members of local communities.  A roadmap for the 
development of these training materials is being prepared.  IRI DRC is also working with 
GIZ on its "Biodiversity Maintenance and Sustainable Forest Management Program” to 
launch an environmental education program. GIZ will support the delivery of academic 
seminars that IRI DRC will conduct from October to December 2022 focused on the 
challenge of tropical deforestation in the country.   
  
PERU  
  
IRI Peru co-organizes regional electoral dialogues to put forests on the agenda of 
candidates  
  
IRI Peru, working in partnership with several alliances and institutions, recently held a 
series of electoral dialogues in advance of the relgional and municipal elections (for the 
period 2023-2026) to put the protection of the Amazon and forest defenders on the 



agenda of candidates for office. Based on an agreement signed with the National Jury of 
Elections to carry out these dialogues, an alliance was formed with the Foundation for 
Conservation and Sustainable Development, the National Network of Voluntary and 
Communal Conservation "Amazonía Que Late", the Civil Association Transparencia, the 
Roundtables for the Fight against Poverty, the Peace and Hope Association and 
ProPurús. Three dialogues were held at the regional level, with the participation of the 
main candidates in each zone. Laura Vargas, National Facilitator of IRI Peru, participated 
in the events and made a presentation on the situation of forests and the urgent need for 
them to be a priority for the next regional governments to be elected. The Auditorium of 
the National Amazonian University of Madre de Dios was the site of the Puerto Maldonado 
Electoral Dialogue on September 9th, where proposals for policies and investments on 
sustainable infrastructure in the Amazon were exchanged. Five candidates participated 
in the forum and presented their perspectives and proposals regarding their vision for the 
development of the region and the interconnection between the Amazonian peoples. The 
Pucallpa Electoral Dialogue was held on September 15th and was attended by four of the 
seven candidates for the Regional Governorship who discussed the use of the territory 
and the economic and social models that should be implemented to ensure that the 
territory of Ucayali remains healthy and productive for the benefit of its inhabitants and 
the sustainable development of Peru. The San Martin Electoral Dialogue was held on 
September 20th at the College of Engineers of Moyobamba and included the participation 
of the three main candidates for office in the region. All of the three dialogues were widely 
covered in local media, radio, press and television. 
  
IRI Peru issues a statement on the absence of the Armed Forces in the fight against 
illegal activities in the Amazon 
  
IRI Peru issued a statement expressing concern and urging the government and the 
corresponding authorities to take measures not to lower their guard in the protection of 
the Amazon and the rights of its peoples. The statement was issued because the national 
government did not renew the supreme decrees that allowed the Armed Forces to support 
the national police in actions to ensure the control and maintenance of internal order, 
including specialized police operations against illegal mining and drug trafficking. This 
decision will allow these illegal activities to increase, causing logging, deforestation, 
increased violence and danger to defenders and peoples living in the Amazon. A copy of 
the IRI Peru statement can be found here.   
  
IRI Peru appeals to Vice-Minister of Environment for action to address the situation 
in the Amazon  
  
IRI Peru held a working meeting with the Vice Minister of Strategic Development of 
Natural Resources of MINAM, Fey Yamina Silva Vidal, to present concerns about the 
situation in the Amazon, including the ongoing oil spills, the widespread deforestation, the 
insecurity of environmental defenders, the measures adopted in the framework of the 
Climate Emergency declared by the government, and the lack of information on the 
progress towards commitments made in the NDCs. The Vice Minister, who was 
accompanied by the Director of Biodiversity and the Director of the Forestry Program, 



reported on the progress of the NDCs and the mitigation measures that have been 
implemented as a result of the Climate Emergency, and reviewed the Action Plan agreed 
under the cooperation agreement signed between IRI Peru and MINAM. IRI Peru has 
been invited to be part of the Working Group that will be formed to address the issue of 
spills in the Amazon and the situation of indigenous peoples. Also present at the meeting 
was the director of CAAAP, Manuel Cornejo, who is a member of the IRI Peru Advisory 
Council.  
  
IRI Peru Advisory Council agrees to focus on oil spills in Amazon 
  
The IRI Peru Advisory Council recently met to focus on the situation of indigenous peoples 
living in territories where, in recent days, three different oil spills have been reported which 
have contaminated the soil and the rivers, leaving communities without water, fish, and 
food. The Advisory Council proposed to work with the Parliamentary Group formed by IRI 
Peru to determine measures aimed not only at remediating the damage caused, but also 
providing a comprehensive response to the problems. IRI Peru contacted 
Congresswoman Ruth Luque, coordinator of the Parliamentary Group to convene an 
emergency meeting with the goal of taking the issue and agenda to Congress.   
  
IRI Peru organizes a dialogue "New paradigm of sustainable development" with the 
Vicariate of San Ramon, in La Merced 
  
IRI Peru held two working meetings with the head of Caritas of the Vicariate of San 
Ramon for a dialogue on the "New paradigm of sustainable development: the role of the 
PPII in the care of the Amazon". The Vicariate sought out IRI Peru to jointly carry out this 
activity in order to inform local candidates in the second round of elections that a 
sustainable development model is possible in dialogue with indigenous peoples, their 
natural guardians. Planning is underway for an event that will be held on October 11 in 
La Merced, Junin region in the center of the country.  
  
IRI Peru holds webinar "Nature: Presence of the Divine"  
  
IRI Peru held the webinar "Nature: Presence of the Divine" with the presentation of Javier 
Melloni S.J. The seminar, held when Christian communities celebrate the Time of 
Creation, brought together more than 100 people who connected virtually. Javier Melloni 
is a Jesuit priest, theologian, anthropologist and writer. The webinar included active 
dialogue with participants from different regions of the Amazon and was delivered as part 
of the process that IRI Peru carries out with its local chapters.  A link to a recording of the 
event can be found here. 
  
IRI Peru holds meetings to lay groundwork for local chapters in Tingo Maria and 
Chachapoyas 
  
IRI Peru convened religious leaders of Tingo Maria, including the two Catholic parishes 
and evangelical churches to hold an interreligious dialogue on the care of creation, to 
form a new IRI Peru local chapters in the region, where deforestation rates are on the 



rise.  IRI Peru has also contacted local authorities, indigenous peoples and civil society 
organizations to establish an institutional basis for the local chapter work and 
collaboration. Due to the current electoral process, the new local chapter will be launched 
next month. Similarly, IRI Peru coordinated with religious leaders, including Catholic 
bishops and evangelical pastors, in Chachapoyas, the capital of the Amazon region, to 
initiate dialogues to establish a new IRI local chapter there. 
  
IRI Aucayacu sounds alarm on fire in Cordillera Azul 
  
Members of the IRI Aucayacu chapter alerted the IRI Peru team about a fire that was 
consuming the forests of Cordillera Azul National Park, near the Jorge Basadre hamlet in 
Pucayacu, in the Huánuco region. The IRI Peru team contacted the director of SERNANP 
who activated local and regional authorities to verify the size of the fire and take the 
necessary measures to put it out.   
  
  
  

 
 
 


