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NATURAL FORESTS CAPTURE CO2; DEFORESTATION RELEASES CO2



SINCE 1750, DEFORESTATION HAS BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR ONE-THIRD OF EMISSIONS;  
FORESTS HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR HALF OF NATURAL UPTAKE







FORESTED LANDSCAPES PROVIDE SERVICES; DEFORESTATION PUTS LIVES AT RISK

NURSERIES FOR COASTAL FISHING

BIRDS AND BATS POLLINATE
CROPS AND EAT PEST INSECTS

SEDIMENT-FREE WATER
FOR HYDROELECTRIC
POWER

FRESHWATER FOR IRRIGATION
AND DRINKING

LOCAL RAINFALL FOR CROPS

NATURAL FOODS
AND MEDICINES

COOL, CLEAN AIR FOREST FIRES CAUSE
RESPIRATORY ILLNESS

LANDSLIDES
DESTROY VILLAGES

MORE SEVERE FLOODS
WASH AWAY HOMES

EROSION LEADS
TO SEDIMENTATION

MALARIAL MOSQUITOES
BREED IN WARM STANDING WATER

MANGROVE REMOVAL EXPOSES COASTAL
TOWNS TO STORMS AND TSUNAMIS



TROPICAL FORESTS’ GOODS AND SERVICES CONTRIBUTE TO DEVELOPMENT







EMISSIONS FROM DEFORESTATION ARE EMBODIED IN GLOBALLY TRADED COMMODITIES







Monitoring Forest Loss



BY REDUCING TROPICAL DEFORESTATION, A COOLER CLIMATE CAN BE ACHIEVED  
MORE CHEAPLY AND QUICKLY



DEFORESTATION RATES INSIDE LEGALLY-RECOGNIZED INDIGENOUS LANDS ARE 2-3 TIMES  
LOWER THAN IN SIMILAR AREAS THAT ARE NOT REGISTERED TO INDIGENOUS PEOPLES







Bani Dugal

“Nature in its essence is the embodiment of My Name, the Maker, 

the Creator. Its manifestations are diversified by varying causes, 

and in this diversity, there are signs for men of discernment. Nature 

is God’s Will and is its expression in and through the contingent 

world.” (Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, Lawh-i Hikmat).

“...Among the parts of existence there is a wonderful connection and interchange of forces which is 

the cause of the life of the world and the continuation of these countless phenomena.” (Utterances of 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Star of the West, No. 17, 1916, p.139) 



“The elements and lower organisms are synchronized in the great plan of life. Shall man, infinitely 

above them in degree, be antagonistic and a destroyer of that perfection?” (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The 

Promulgation of Universal Peace). 

“Ye are all the leaves of one tree and the drops of one ocean,” (Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, Bisharat) and 

“He Who is your Lord, the All-Merciful, cherisheth in His heart the desire of beholding the entire 

human race as one soul and one body” (Bahá’u’lláh, The Summons of the Lord of Hosts).  

“Material civilization is like the body. No matter how infinitely graceful, elegant and beautiful it may 

be, it is dead. Divine civilization is like the spirit, and the body gets its life from the spirit, otherwise it 

becomes a corpse.” (Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, p. 303, 1978) 



Sulak Sivaraksa

“As the bee derives honey from the flower without harming its colour or fragrance, so should the wise 

interact with their surroundings.” – (Dhammapada 49)



“One day a deity asked the Buddha, “Whose merit grows day and night, who is the righteous, virtuous 

person that goes to the realm of bliss?” Answered the Buddha, the merit of those people who plant 

groves, parks, build bridges, make ponds, dwelling places, etc. grows day and night, and such 

religious persons go to heaven.” – (Discourse on the Merit Gained in Planting Groves, Vanaropa Sutta) 



His Eminence, Metropolitan Emmanuel of France

“spiritual and ethical, inhering within the heart of each man. This crisis has become more acute in recent 

centuries on account of the various divisions provoked by human passions—such as greed, avarice, 

egotism and the insatiable desire for more—and by their consequences for the planet, as with climate 

change, which now threatens to a large extent the natural environment, our common ‘home.’” (par.14).



“We are also commanded to care for the earth and all its creatures, because the earth belongs to God, not 

to us. We do this for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ who is the Creator, Owner, Sustainer, Redeemer and 

Heir of all creation.”5 

“Creation is intrinsically good. Most of the time, creation cares for us, and not we for creation—as our 

Indigenous brothers and sisters remind us. ‘When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 

everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth’ (Genesis 9:16). 

It is time to reintegrate ourselves into this covenant.”6 

“The loss of forests and woodlands entails the loss of species which may constitute extremely important 

resources in the future...It is not enough, however, to think of different species merely as potential 

“resources” to be exploited, while overlooking the fact that they have value in themselves. Each year sees 

the disappearance of thousands of plant and animal species which we will never know, which our children 

will never see, because they have been lost forever. The great majority become extinct for reasons related 

to human activity…We have no such right.”

“Indigenous peoples throughout the world are the stewards and guardians not only of the forests and the 

seas, as well as of a vast store of knowledge about the natural world, which they regard as the library of life.” 



Mary Evelyn Tucker, Yale University, and Anna Sun, Kenyon College and Harvard Divinity School

qi

“Heaven is my father and Earth is my mother, and even such small creatures 

as I find an intimate place in their midst. Therefore that which fills the universe I regard as my body 

and that which directs the universe I consider as my nature. All people are my brothers and sisters, 

and all things are my companions.”8 

“...when we see plants broken and destroyed, we cannot help a feeling of pity. This shows that our 

humanity forms one body with plants. It may be said that plants are living things as we are...”9 

“sustainable and harmonious relationship between the human species and nature is not merely an 

abstract ideal, but a concrete guide for practical living.”10 



Qi or Ch’i
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Self-Cultivation



qi



Ms. Claudia He Yun

“Jianmu lives in a place called Duguang… It is so thick that in the 

middle of the day no sunshine could get through its leaves. It is so 

dense, when one calls, there is no echo. It stands in the center 

of heaven and earth.” 

）



Anantanand Rambachan

“Vriksho rakshati rakshatah”: “Trees 

when protected, protect us.”

prasada prasada

“From Him emerge the oceans and mountains; from Him the rivers, in their diverse forms, flow; 

from him spring all trees and their sap, by virtue of which He abides in everything as the inmost self 

(Mundaka Upanishad 2.1.9). 



ahimsa Ahimsa

lokasangraha vanaspatayah 

shantih

Lokasangraha

dharma

lokasangraha



Mustafa Ceric, Ph.D. Grand Mufti Emeritus of Bosnia

“The heavens and the earth were a joined entity, and God  

separated them and made from water every living thing. And  

God set on the earth mountains standing firm, lest it should  

shake with them, and God made therein broad highways (between  

mountains) for them to pass through: that they may receive Guidance.”



“If any Muslim plants a plant and a human being or an animal eats of it, he will be rewarded as if he had 

given that much in charity.” (Sahih Bukhari Vol. 8, Book 73, No. 41).  “Even if the Last Hour on 

earth is about to occur while one of you was holding a palm shoot, let him take advantage of one second 

before the Last Hour to plant it.” (Sahih Al- Jami’ Al-Saghir, No.1424).

“Whoever 

cuts a tree here should plant a new tree instead.””

“[Since they have become oblivious of moral conscience,] corruption has appeared on land and in the sea

as an outcome of what men’s hands have wrought (Al-Rum, 41).”



Rabbi Sir David Rosen

“See my works, how fine and excellent they are, which I have 

created for you. Think upon this and do not corrupt or destroy my 

world; for if you corrupt it there is no one to set it right after you.”

“to work and preserve it”





Professor Minoru Sonoda; Member of the Board, RfP Japan; Chief Priest, 
Chichibu Grand Shrine; Honorary Professor of Kyoto University



Bhai Sahib Mohinder Singh Ahluwalia

Dharam

“Aaape bhaar atthaareh banaspat, aape hi phal laae… Jan Nanak vadiaaee aakhai har karte kee, jis 

no til na tamaae.” 

“The Creator pervades the intricate diversity of nature and makes it bear fruit...Guru Nanak speaks in 

awe of God’s magnificence—the Creator who has no greed at all.” (Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, p. 554.)

Mata dharat mahat



“Kai janam saakh kar upaaya, lakh chauraasee joan parmaay.”

“Oh soul, as you wandered through the 8.4 million life forms, remember that in some existences, you 

may have stood as a tree or plant, growing branches and leaves.” (Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, p. 554)

“Ban tin parbat hai paarbraham, jaisee aagya tesa karam.” 

“God is all-pervasive in the flora, mountains and forests; in this magnificent divine play, everything 

acts according to its divinely ordained role.” (Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, p. 293.)

















REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from 

Deforestation and Forest Degradation)

Free, Prior and Informed 

Consent (FPIC)



The Six UN Global Forest Goals










