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Heart & Hand is a family- they’re always there to 
love and support you in all the things you want to 
accomplish. For ten years, this organization has 
supported me and given me new opportunities 
to engage in the things I love most: attending the 
opera, playing cello, acing academics, and being 
present for my guardians and siblings. 

Thanks to the one-on-one connection I have been 
able to maintain through Heart & Hand, I know I 
can accomplish the dreams of my future, because 
having people who believe in you matters. 

To many more years!

“

”



My tenure with Heart & Hand 
brings reflections of pride, 
gratitude and a happy heart 
watching so many of our 
students and families grow 
with us. As I reflect on the last 
decade, I am reminded of the 
young girl I met at a local 
homeless shelter who opened 
my eyes to the opportunity gap 
that exists in our communities, 
and the work that needs to be 
done to close those gaps and 
ensure that youth and families 
have the support needed to 
thrive. 

Over the years so many
brilliant and passionate 
people have contributed to 
Heart & Hand’s journey. I 
express my heartfelt gratitude 
to our Heart & Hand team, 
Board Members, and 
dedicated donors. Thank you 
for your impact in our 
community. I look forward to 
walking alongside you all the 
next ten years.

Nikki Cady
Founder

I joined the Board of 
Heart & Hand 5 years ago as 
Treasurer, and took on the role 
of Board Chairman in 2019. 
Among the things I am most 
proud of during this 
unprecedented year is how 
we pivoted to provide full day 
support for remote learning, 
including breakfast and lunch, 
and connection to trusted 
adults and peers during this 
time of isolation. I am also 
grateful that with the 
continued investments of our 
wonderful supporters, we’ve 
maintained a healthy financial 
situation, despite the pressure 
that the events of 2020 have 
put on fundraising.

My board service at Heart & 
Hand has been a journey for 
me. I am always amazed by, 
and thankful for, the resilience 
of our students, and the 
generosity of our supporters. 

Thank you.

Paul Ford
Board Chair



Dear Heart & Hand Community-

2020 has been a year of contradictions. It has quite honestly been the most challenging 
year in Heart & Hand’s 10 year history, but has simultaneously been the year that we’ve 
seen Heart & Hand’s true capacity and brilliance radiate stronger than ever. Through it 
all, perhaps the most important lesson we’ve learned, is that the Heart & Hand Center 
is resilient. 

Heart & Hand exists as part of a robust and complex system. This ecosystem is made 
up of vibrant young people, perseverant families, creative staff, committed Board 
and Community Professionals Board members, collaborative school and community 
partners, and generous investors. We all bring different strengths, perspectives, and 
experiences to the complex challenge of empowering young people to realize their 
potential. And it’s Heart & Hand’s deep and meaningful connection to this diverse 
community that ensures we will not only survive, but thrive, no matter what 
challenges we face.

While navigating the uncertainty and ever changing realities of doing our work 
this year, Heart & Hand has stayed laser focused on our mission - creating a nurturing 
community that empowers young people to realize their potential. We have reinvented 
our work countless times to adapt to the public health realities. We have participated in 
the national reckoning with racial injustice, defining what it means for Heart & Hand to 
move towards anti-racism. And we’ve worked tirelessly to keep our team connected and 
our financial position strong. I could not be prouder of all we’ve accomplished together.

In these pages, I invite you to experience how our work is driven by our core values: 
family, connection, community, respect, and opportunity. In these trying times, we’ve 
held those values close.

None of us thrives alone. Thanks for being a vital part of our community. 
Thanks for making Heart & Hand resilient. 

Mission : 
By creating a nurturing community, Heart & Hand 
empowers all young people to realize their potential.

Vision :
A world with no opportunity gap

Mary Cipollone
Executive Director
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Amidst  uncertainty,  we’ve  found  conFidence.  
Amidst  division,  we’ve  found  connection.   
amidst  obstacles,  we’ve  found  a  clear  path  forward. 
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Heart & Hand 
offers afterschool and 
summer programming 
based on a whole 
child approach for 
youth beginning in 
second grade to two 
years after high school 
graduation, and also 
provides resources 
and ongoing support 
for families. 

Heart & Hand serves students and their families 
in Northeast Denver. We have programs based at 
Columbine Elementary School, Smith Elementary 
School, and Bruce Randolph Middle School. We 
also provide 1:1 support to local high schoolers 
and post-secondary mentorship to graduates. 
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of our students
graduate high school.95%
of our students say 
that Heart & Hand 
helps them feel 
better about who 
they are.

96%

of families say that 
their relationships 
with Heart & Hand 
staff are important.

97%

of families say that 
having a safe place 
for their children 
at Heart & Hand 
is important.

100%



Family Development

Last Fall, Heart & Hand Center launched our Family Development Program 
to interrupt poverty with a multi-generational approach. 

The first part of the year saw growth, planning, and professional develop-
ment to ensure the program launched with a strength and evidence-based 
approach.

Building even deeper relationships with families has been a bright spot this 
year. We are proud to share the following accomplishments:

• Over 800 boxes of food distributed impacting over 2600 individuals 
• Individual Family Support program providing high touch engagement 

that empowers caregivers to set and achieve goals
• Regular check-ins with over 100 families to assess needs related to 

remote learning, income loss, and health and safety
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We value  FAMILY  as a lasting foundation of love 
and trust. Thanks to all the caregivers we walk 
alongside to empower youth to realize their potential.



Of all the goals we’ve set this year, staying connected amidst remote work, isolation 
and pain has been the most important. These words from our community describe 
how connection has impacted Heart & Hand kids and families this year:

“Our virtual learning has improved immensely in one day. My son got called out in a positive way 
from his literacy teacher for the first time this year. My son’s response to the teacher’s affirmation 
was, Mom, there were no distractions and people are there to help.’” 
- Elementary school mom in response to her son starting in person Heart & Hand program 

“Thank you. I am seeing a glimmer of our pre-COVID life and I appreciate you for making this 
happen. My entire household is happier! As a frontline worker this makes me happier than you 
will ever know. WE APPRECIATE YOU!!!” 
- Elementary school mom in response to her children starting in person Heart & Hand program 

“Sometimes the weekly text messages, phone calls, and check-ins from Heart & Hand get me 
through the week because I know that someone cares about me and my family.” 
- Middle school mom after receiving a check-in text from Heart & Hand staff

“Sometimes I feel more connected to Heart & Hand now than I did before COVID because I was 
able to make my meetings since they are virtual. I really got to see just how much the people at 
Heart & Hand care about me because they have supported my family and I in more ways than 
ever before through the hardest time of our lives.” 
- Heart & Hand Career & College emerging leader
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CONNECTION  reminds us that if we want
to go far, we must go together. 



When Nikki Cady arrived in Denver and began providing 
art therapy to children at a local homeless shelter, she 
had no idea it would begin such an amazing journey for 
Heart & Hand. From making sure that 30 kids had a 
safe place to go after school for a hug, a hot meal, and 
academic enrichment, Heart & Hand has made great 
strides! We now support approximately 300 youth 
between second grade to two years post-graduation 
through our afterschool and summer programs and 
provide additional support to their families 
and our community.

2010 – 
Nikki Cady founds the 

Heart & Hand Center at 
2758 Welton, providing 

afterschool support 
for 30 students in 
Northeast Denver.

2013 - 
Partnerships begin 
with neighborhood 

schools for elementary 
programming, Middle 

school program 
is launched at the 

Heart & Hand Center.

2012 – 
Heart & Hand 

incorporates as 
an independent 

501(c)3 nonprofit 
and introduces Art 

Studio.

2014 – 
Heart & Hand

expands to include
the Family Resource

Center and
Administrative

offices.



Through the Years

By creating a nurturing community, the Heart & Hand 
Center empowers all young people to realize their 
potential. We envision a world with no opportunity gap,
where all children have access to the resources, skills, 
and information they need to build vibrant futures.

In the last 10 years, Heart & Hand has...
• Created a nurturing community for more than 1,000 young people
• Invested over $5.4 million in programming for Denver youth
• Built meaningful relationships with our community that will last for 

decades to come

2017 -
 Career & College 

Readiness Program is 
launched to ensure 

students graduate high 
school and meet their 
postsecondary goals.

Provided $20K in financial 
assistance to families.

2019 - 
130 students 

enrolled in summer 
programs. 

Family Development 
Program is created to 

disrupt poverty with an 
intergenerational 

approach.2015 – 
Mary Cipollone 
is brought on as 

Executive Director 
to refine program 
model and lead 
organizational 

expansion.
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Becoming ever more woven into the rich 
fabric of our community has been critical 
to Heart & Hand’s resilience in 2020.

We are all experiencing the devastating effects of a global 
pandemic - creating loss, anxiety, and uncertainty 
within our families and communities. We have 
also seen the nation and our neighborhoods 
face a painful reckoning with race relations in 
light of the tragic deaths of Breonna Taylor, 
George Floyd, Elijah McClain, and countless 
others. We know that our kids and families 
are disproportionately affected by health 
crises and police violence, and during 
this past year Heart & Hand has 
responded to the unique needs of 
our community with intent, creativity, 
and an inspiring optimism. 

Heart & Hand’s Responsive Programming 

Our nimble operations have continued to meet 
the shifting needs of our community and have included:
• Full day in-person remote learning centers to ensure students keep 

learning and stay connected to trusted adults and supportive peers
• Virtual connection times for structured enriching activities and social 

emotional check ins
• Regular communication with students and families to ensure they  

have technology and information necessary to participate successfully 
in remote learning 

• Distribution of food, cleaning supplies, and personal protection   
equipment to families 
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Night In Lights

We commemorated our tenth year with 
socially distant house gatherings, an 
online live auction, and acknowledgements. 

Thanks to our Board, sponsors, and families 
for honoring our work and the strides our 
students have made. Together, we raised 
almost $300,000!

I Heart Camp

This year marked our first ever virtual 
fundraiser for I ♥ Camp! 

Thanks to the generous donors and 
the Community Professionals Board 
leadership, we raised $100,000 for 
summer programs!

We  RESPECT  our community and 
stakeholders. Thanks for making our 
events impactful for students and families!

2020BLACK  EXCELLENCE

A community
conversation about
school, stereotypes,
and success.

Darnisha Coverson

Forensic Scientist

Denver Police

PANEL  

PARTICIPANTS

MODERATORS

Rahkim Sabree

Co-founder & COO

An Extended Hand, Inc.

Patrick  Gaston

Founder & CEO

Conlangio

Glen Mourning

Chief Executive Officer

Mourning Enterprises LLC

 

Tameeka Smith

Chief Operating Officer

DSST Public Schools

London Lomax

Healthcare Executive for

Fortune 10 Company,

Heart & Hand Board Member

Gwen Farnsworth

Development Director

Heart & Hand Center

 
Heart & Hand is hosting an

interactive panel discussion on
what it means to be black and

successful in 2020. Open to
students, families, and community

members.

Friday, April 24, 2020 | 4:30-7PM

Bruce Randolph | 3955 Steele Street, Denver

Tickets are available free from Eventbrite

Dinner Provided

 

4:30-5:30PM: Arrival & Dinner

5:30-6:30: Panel Discussion

6:30-7PM: Questions

ABOUT  THE  EVENT DETAILS

Pernell Bobby

Author of Objective Empathy

Quantum Influencer

The Institute of LyFe*

 

London Lomax
VP/Executive Director
Aetna

Black Excellence Panel

Over the summer, Heart & Hand 
brought together Black 
professionals from around the 
world to speak to Heart & Hand 
youth and families about what it 
means to be Black and 
successful in nuanced times.
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Heart & Hand is proud to go beyond the traditional model of 
corporate social responsibility to build holistic partnerships. 
In 2020, our corporate partners stepped up in new ways to support 
Heart & Hand youth. Together we shared career information with 
Heart & Hand’s emerging leaders, financial tools with families, and 
raised funds critical to responsive programs. Through 
collaboration we have created opportunities to learn together, 
celebrate our strengths, and lean on each other during 
challenging times.

Featured partner: Optum

Optum has participated in a workplace giving 
campaign by hosting a Heart & Hand Giving 
Tree, sponsored fundraising events, and 
provided volunteers to support community-led 
activities. Through sharing their time, talents, 
and treasure, Optum has made a tremendous 
impact on the lives of Heart & Hand youth 
and families. 

We appreciate the  OPPORTUNITY  
provided by our corporate partners, 
who remind our young people to 
dream bigger!



L
E

A
D

E
R

S
H

IP

Leadership Team
Nikki Cady, Founder
Mary Cipollone, Executive Director
Blaine Heydt, Chief Operating Officer
Gwen Farnsworth, Development Director
Cami Tam, Program Director

The Heart & Hand Community Professionals Board is an integral piece of our 
community that aids in the decision making and fundraising strategies for our students 
and their families. We welcome a diversity of members on a rolling application process.

Please contact us if your are interested in this impactful opportunity!

Scooter Anata Walsh, Co-Chair
Wolfgang Zahner, Co-Chair

Frankki Bevins
Brittany Burke
Ashley Denault
Whitney Ellison

Donovan Fountain
Alex Krasnec

Jeremy Nicholas
James Roy II

Community Professionals Board

The Heard & Hand Board of directors acts as the governing body for the 
organization and is composed of local business leaders, philanthropists, 

and invested community members.

Board of Directors

Paul Ford, Chair
Dave Keyte, Treasurer

Frankki Bevins
Matt Briger

Nikki Cady
Jason Gaede

Douglas Johnson 
Randy Lewis

London Lomax
Isiah Salazar

John Streelman
Scooter Anata Walsh

Corbin West
Brooke Wolf
Daniel Wolf

Allison Woolston
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Brit Aldridge
Luke Alkerton
Natalie Alvarez
Ben Anderson
Kate Anderson
Elizabeth Anthony
Vincent Armstrong
Richelle Ashmore
Timothy Atwell
Gina And Jonathan Bach
Natasha Ballard And Greg Krauland
Thy Barreira
Charles Baxter
Frankki Bevins And Kit Kieling
Susan Bevins
Karey Bishop
Kate Bishop
Buck & Janelle Blessing
Annie Boland
Nora Bostaph
Chase Boswell
Ashley Brand
Matt And Laura Briger
Tom And Kate Briggs
Alexis (Annie) Brooks
Chip Brophy
Kathryn Brown
Elana Buchalter
Adam Bundy
Brittany Burke And Eli Ontiveros
Kristin Burman
Derek And Nikki Cady
Ronald Cady
Morgan And Jen Cain
Patricia And Gregory Calhoun
Sean Calhoun
Kaitlyn Camargo
Brian Candell
Julia Carlson
Nicole Carner
Madison Carter
Al Chakravarty
Savinay Chandrasekhar
Josh Chudyk
Katie Cipollone
Kelly Cipollone
Jessy Clark
Katharine Cochran
Leslie Colwell
Rebecca Conway
Mary Cipollone And Chad Cookinham
James And Cindy Cookinham
Bryce Coomer
Hiwot Covell
Kristy Craine
Patricia Cruz
Suzanne Cullinane
Greg And Molly Cummings-Mccoy
Heather Dagnes

Michael And Sarah Dauro
Jerome Davis
Aaron Deboer
Gerik Degner
Amado Delgado
Maureen Detine
Thomas Devine
Karma And Rick Dingman
Elisa Ditrolio
Danica Dolezal
Joe Donahue
Ardene Downing
Emily Dubin
Jesse Duffy
Corey Edwards
Shellene And Chad Ellington
Whitney Ellison
Michael Encinias
Ashley And Adam Espinosa
Kathleen Everett
Gwendolyn Farnsworth
Clare Felletter
Mary Fitzpatrick
Henry Ford
Paul And Debbie Ford
Wanda Frazier
Sandy Friedman
Janice Fritsch
Gary Gaede
Jason Gaede
Charles Gilbert
Dan And Jeni Goldman
Bruce Gordon
Lori Greenly And Jude Dachel
James Griffin
Marisa Gullicksrud
Felice Haas
Danny Hajjar
Rc & Ma Hampton
Kirsten Handler
Sam Harper
Ryan Harris
Alejandra Harvey
Jamin Harvey
Byron Haselden
Pamela Hatcher
Terence Hayden
Sara Hazel
Randy Helzer
Chris And Emily Henderson
Amber Hendricks
Thomas Hertzberg
Anne Hillary
Laura Hinchey
Tye Hindle
Darren Hinton
Jokatherine Hollimanpage
Rebecca Holmes
Wayne Hughes

Monica Hustead
Indy Hutchinson
Jeremy Hutchinson 
Annie Itkin
Jake Johannesen
Doug And Christin Johnson
Tamara Johnson-Baack
Jeff Kahn
Mark Kalkus
Sandy Kane
Mary Keating
Kevin Kennedy
Kris Kerr
Jameela Khadiwala
Greg Kincade
Stephanie Kirchner
Scott Kirkegaard
Leslie And Dag Kittlaus
Andrew Klein
Kenneth Kovacs
Sarah Krantz
Alex Krasnec
Jeff Kriesel
John and Julia Kupiec
Sarah Kurz
Chafika Landers
Stephanie Landin
John Landsverk
Roy Lapidus
Eric Lazzari
Sarah Lebovic
Gary Levitt
Matt Levy
Ina Lewis
Randy Lewis
Valerie Lewis
Lauren Lindgren
Kevin Lindsay
London Lomax
S.k. Long
Janet Lopez-Vilsack
Christopher Lutz
Gregory Maffei
Michelle Malone
Danielle Malouff
Brian Mankwitz
Liz Mannis
Emily Martin
Tony Mauro
Autie And Lexi Mccann
Bradley Mccurnin
Chuck And Dayle McDaniel
Calvin Mcgee
Sarah Mcgregor
Rochelle Mcnaughton
Amy Mcpheeters
Carly Meyer
Jaime Moreno
Gretchen Morgan

Kristin Moritz
Lee Morris
Natalie Morrow
Dave And Joann Mueller
Gerardo Munoz
Conor Murphy
Jeremy Nicholas
Noah Nierenberg
Natasha Nightengale
Joseph Nimmons
Paul Ohearn
Jacob Osterhout
Emily And Antonio Pares
Tammy Patrick
Michael Patterson
Patricia Paul
Joshua Perrault
Ray Perry
Guilia Peterlongo
John Plonka
Vivianne Pokorny
Jennifer Quinn
Maria Ragusa
David Ravin
Gary Reece
Nick Reed
Kevin And Ann Reidy
Sarah Richards
Julia Richman
Craig Roberts
John Robinson
Nora Robinson
Michelle Roche
Michael Rodriguez
Gina Rodriquez
Zoë Roha
Mark Rooney
Charmaine Rose
Guy Rowley
Robert And Meaghan Rubey
Sarah Rubow
Shereen Sairafi
Angelique Salazar
Isiah Salazar
Connor Saller
Jennifer Samuel
Andrea Sandals
Richard Sanders
Melanie Schmieding
Chad And Lindsay Schneider
Zach Schwartz
Gretchen Seefried
Jaime Sense
Peter Sheahan
Noelle Shearer
Brian Shepherd
John Sheridan
Brian Shloss
Krystal Shores

Kimberlee Sia
Lori Siliman
Scott Silvi
Bennett Spann
Shannon Spinney
Alma Staub
Marsha Steckling
Cayti Stein
Charlotte Stephens
Shannon Stevenson
Joel Stone
Elliot Strathmann
John Streelman
Lorna Streelman
Anne Stroer
Beau Suder
Tse Ming Tam
Thomas Threats
Mark And Kim Thylin
Lauren Trombadore
Brittani Trujillo
Jonathan Tuck
Collette Vanderryst
Derek Vanderryst
Kd Vermulen
Diane Verrilli
Leah Vescovi
Mitzvoters Via Dan M
Naneera Vidhayasirinun
Rosann Wagner
Jim And Lisa Wallace
Abigail Wallach
Daniel Walsh
Jackrin Walsh
Kara Walsh
Kelly Walsmith
Donald Warmington
Chris Warner
Melinda Warner
Mr. And Mrs. Wells
Corbin And Sarah West
Phillip Wheaton
Bryon And Jeanne White
Kori White
Shandra Wilson
Mike Wise
Brooke And Andy Wolf
Dan And Laura Wolf
Marcella Sharon Wolf
Stephen Wolf
Liz Wolfert
Jennie Wolff
Allison Woolston
William Woolston
Bryan Wright
Elizabeth Wright
Gerald Young
Wolfgang Zahner

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
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Kimberlee Sia
Lori Siliman
Scott Silvi
Bennett Spann
Shannon Spinney
Alma Staub
Marsha Steckling
Cayti Stein
Charlotte Stephens
Shannon Stevenson
Joel Stone
Elliot Strathmann
John Streelman
Lorna Streelman
Anne Stroer
Beau Suder
Tse Ming Tam
Thomas Threats
Mark And Kim Thylin
Lauren Trombadore
Brittani Trujillo
Jonathan Tuck
Collette Vanderryst
Derek Vanderryst
Kd Vermulen
Diane Verrilli
Leah Vescovi
Mitzvoters Via Dan M
Naneera Vidhayasirinun
Rosann Wagner
Jim And Lisa Wallace
Abigail Wallach
Daniel Walsh
Jackrin Walsh
Kara Walsh
Kelly Walsmith
Donald Warmington
Chris Warner
Melinda Warner
Mr. And Mrs. Wells
Corbin And Sarah West
Phillip Wheaton
Bryon And Jeanne White
Kori White
Shandra Wilson
Mike Wise
Brooke And Andy Wolf
Dan And Laura Wolf
Marcella Sharon Wolf
Stephen Wolf
Liz Wolfert
Jennie Wolff
Allison Woolston
William Woolston
Bryan Wright
Elizabeth Wright
Gerald Young
Wolfgang Zahner

♥ Katriñe Arnedo ♥ 
♥ Rachel & RJ Bee ♥ 
♥ Ashley Denault ♥
♥ Jennifer Grett ♥ 

♥ Mackenzie Jones ♥ 
♥ Shelley Rohl ♥ 
♥ Ryan Sullivan ♥ 

♥ John & Marissa Villapiano ♥ 
♥ Scooter Anata Walsh & Ryan Patterson♥ ♥

HEARTBEAT DONORS

CORPORATE DONORS
Abbott Downing
Adobe
Aetna Inc.
Alliant Insurance Services, Inc.
Caerus Oil & Gas
Capital One
Central Bank & Trust
Church Of The Holy Redeemer
CoBank
Collegiate Peaks Bank

Craine Architecture
Datalot
Eog Resources, Inc.
FirstBank
Goldman, Sachs & Co. MGP
Grupo Denim (GD Holdings, LLC)
Hall Estill
Harvest Strategy Group, Inc.
Hensel Phelps
ICI Colorado

Impactassets
Janus Henderson Investors
Kentro Group
Law Office Of Michael L. Fell
Liberty Mutual & Safeco Insurance
Marathon Petroleum
MAX
Merchants
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP
OptumCare Management LLC

Oracle
Pacific Western Bank
Sanitas Law
Saunders Construction Inc.
Silicon Valley Bank
Spuntino
Target
The Hills Church
Vectra Bank
Westside Property Investment Co.
Zim Consulting

GRANTORS
Colorado Department of Education
Adolph Coors Foundation
American Endowment
Anschutz Family Foundation
Anschutz Foundation
Arch & Stella Rowan Foundation
Barker-Hunter-Vistara Family Foundation
City and County of Denver
Colorado Health Foundation
Colorado Nonprofit Development
David Zuckerman Family Trust

Denver Foundation
Dimond Family Foundation
Vera and Joseph Dresner Foundation
Edward Madigan Charitable Trust
Five Points Business Improvement District
Flora & Morris Mizel Foundation II
Greg Adams & Family Gift Fund
Lincoln Hills Cares Foundation
LYRA
Mandelbaum Family Charitable Foundation
McDougal Foundation

Mile High United Way
Rose Community Foundation
Sheila Fortune Foundation
Staley Family Foundation
Tony Grampsas Youth Services
Trailhead Institute DBA CFPHE
Treeson Family Charitable Foundation
Union Pacific Foundation
VF Foundation
Wells Family Charitable Fund
World Charity Foundation



www.heartandhandcenter.org | 303.757.2368 | info@heartandhandcenter.org
2736 Welton St. #204 Denver, CO 80205


