
 
 
 
 

In NLI's collections there are letters written by children  during times of war. These letters raised the soldiers' spirits 

and strengthened them. Writing is also a way to process emotions and reflect on our own experiences.  

• Analyze the quotes below and try to understand the writers' thoughts and emotions.  

• Reflect on the current war in Israel and write your own thoughts. 

 

There they are fighting and here I am playing 

"Dear Editor, the radio suddenly stopped the news and began broadcasting alerts 
instead. We knew now there would be a siren. Mother called us to drink our milk 
because she knew there wasn't going to be enough time. Indeed, immediately a 
siren went off. I put my sister Maya in the carriage and started downstairs. I 
played with her in the bomb shelter. Suddenly I thought - They're fighting there 
in the North, and here I am sitting and playing... many thoughts ran through my 
mind. When the all-clear sounded, they asked me, 'Why are you always 
daydreaming?'. I didn't answer them. I took my sister and went home upstairs."  
 
Hagit Kanev, 55 Tchernichovsky Street, Haifa. 
 

 

 

 

 

1. "There they are fighting and here I am playing" - What do you think Hagit is trying to say? What might she be 

feeling? 

 

 

 

2. What might Hagit be thinking and dreaming about during those moments in the shelter? 

 

 

 

 

https://blog.nli.org.il/en/hoi_73_children/


 
 
 
 

 

We Collected 1210 Israeli Liras! 

“Dear Editor,  
We wish to bring to your attention our class activity for the war effort. Every 
class was required to collect money to buy at least one Israel Bond. Together 
with our teacher Liora, we decided not to take money from our parents but 
to donate by ourselves. For a month, we worked in gardens, washed cars, 
and more and collected 1,210 Israeli Lira. We hope such acts will help us win 
this difficult war."  
 

Yonah Davidovitch and Shani Herzberg, 8th Grade, Brandeis School Gimel, 

Herzliya. 

 

 

1. Why do you think it was important for these kids to take action? 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the impact of these acts of kindness? 

 

 

 

3. Give an example of something you can do in times of difficulty to contribute to others.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Scan and share 

your letter/ drawing  

 

Throughout all of Israel's wars, children have written to soldiers and friends on the 

home front - and NLI has preserved them for posterity. 

Today, we invite you to share a letter or drawing that we will send to Israeli 

soldiers/citizens/kids to raise their spirits! Your contribution will be added to the 

NLI collections. 


