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Discovering the Maccabees

Framing this unit

The Maccabees, the heroes of Chanukah, continue to provide inspiration in modern
Israel. How have the Maccabees been remembered throughout Jewish history? How are
they viewed today?

This activity uses primary sources from the National Library of Israel to expose the
students to a variety of images of the Maccabees.

With a matching game, students will discover the qualities of the Maccabees that
inspired the early Zionists and the founders of the State of Israel.

At the end of the matching activity, the students will reflect on what the Maccabees
mean to them and which traits they would like to emulate.

What adjectives would you use to describe the Maccabees? You are about to do an
activity that includes six primary sources relating to the Maccabees. As you learn about
the items, think about what traits are being showcased in each.

You can do the matching activity on DocsTeach or with this worksheet.

Discussion
e What do the Maccabees mean to you?
e Which of their traits do you admire?
e Which traits would you like to have? Why?

Creative Activity
Choose from one of the following:
e Make a trailer for a movie about the Maccabees. Include some of the resources
from the activity in your trailer. Suggested app: Microsoft Movie Maker.
e Design a poster about the Maccabees. Include their characteristics. Suggested
app: Canva.com.

Primary sources in this lesson
e |llustration of Maccabee Graves, 1720
Hasmonean Cave, Ben Shemen Forest
Simon the Maccabee
The Kindling of the Menorah
Torch Parade
Photograph of a Maccabi Sporting Event, Berlin 1937
What is Chanukah? Keter Shoe Advertisement, 1934

How did it go? Let us know! learning@nli.org.il



mailto:learning@nli.org.il
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/discovering-the-maccabees
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/5fc362177f496c31e6f54e24/61c30d974bd5d05184b82255_Discovering%20the%20Macabees%20DOCS%20activity%20for%20printing.pdf
https://bit.ly/2AOL41m
https://bit.ly/2D7PDFp
https://bit.ly/2quXTrF
https://bit.ly/2JILh95
https://bit.ly/2yPm5tt
https://bit.ly/2ParGol
http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/English/digitallibrary/pages/viewer.aspx?presentorid=EDU_XML_ENG&docid=EDU_XML_ENG700115291

