
Town of Grottoes  

Tis’ the season!  The Holidays are up-
on us. I would like to wish you all a 
very Happy Thanksgiving. May your 
homes be filled with the blessings of 
being together and the things we have 
to be thankful for.  
 
Bluegrass at Grand Caverns Park this 
past October was a great success once 
again! A big shout out to our Parks 
and Tourism and Public Works De-
partments, police and staff that made 
this a seamless and enjoyable experi-
ence for our citizens and our guests.  
The next Bluegrass Festival will be 
May 12th and 13th, 2023.  Be sure and 
mark your calendars!  
 
This past October 15th, Council hosted 
another successful Senior Citizen 
luncheon at GVFD. A total of approxi-
mately 150 meals were served either 
by delivery or dine-in. The fire depart-
ment has been doing good for the com-
munity, not just here, but for the citi-
zens of Eastern Kentucky who experi-
enced catastrophic flooding this past 
July. Our Fire Department has been 
so blessed by the support from our 
community, that they were able to do-
nate an older utility vehicle to replace 
one that was a total loss in the flood.  
The gift that is received from giving is 
truly unmeasurable.   
 
We will be observing Veterans Day, 
Friday, November 11th at Town Hall 
at 11:00 am. I encourage you to come 
out in support of our veterans.  Light 
refreshments will be available after 
the program. 

“Never was so much owed by so many 
to so few.” Winston Churchill  
 
The month of December will be the 
most wonderful time of the year!  We 
are gearing up for our Christmas pa-
rade Sunday, December 4th!  Lineup 
will be at 4PM at Dogwood Avenue 
and 5th St. The parade will start on 
Aspen Avenue and continue down 6th 
Street, turning right on Dogwood Av-
enue and ending just past Town Hall. 
Come out and join us or join in and 
take part in the parade!  Our annual 
tree lighting will be at the conclusion 
of the parade and cookies will be pro-
vided with a special visit from Santa 
too!  Last year’s was one of the best I 
can remember, and I hope this one is 
even better!  
 
Caroling in the Caverns will also take 
place during the month of December.  
Be sure and reserve your tickets, it 
will be presale only.  
 
Take time to enjoy your loved ones 
and remember the reason for the sea-
son.  May God bless you all and I 
hope you have a safe and happy holi-
day season.  
 
As always, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to me or any member of 
council with your questions, sugges-
tions, and concerns. We are here for 
you.  
 
Sincerely your Mayor,  

Jo Plaster  
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From the ChiefÕs Desk... 

Though hard to believe, 2022 is quickly ending. During strategic planning earlier in the year, the Grottoes Town 
Council determined that one of its top priorities is to, “take measures to reduce visually unappealing uses of 
property that negatively affect the Town’s image.” To that end, Council has directed town staff to more vigorously 
enforce compliance with Town Code Chapter 53 – Inoperable Vehicles. Did you know that by law it is a violation 
to have a vehicle on your property, and outside of a building, that is inoperable? Meaning a vehicle that is not in 
operating condition, that has been dismantled for 60 days or longer, or is unlicensed and/or without a valid state 
inspection. If you have a vehicle on your property that falls into any of these categories, please make efforts to 
have the vehicle properly licensed and inspected or removed from your property. Towing services or salvage 
yards should be able to help with this. Starting in the beginning of 2023, our police department will begin to con-
tact property owner who are in violation. Please make every effort to comply with this ordinance and to do your 
part to help keep our town beautiful, clean, and free of inoperable motor vehicles. 

         Thank you! 

          Stefanie McAlister 
          Town Manager 

Tis the season for special events here at 
Grand Caverns Park. 
 

The 22nd running of the Signature 5K 
race was yet again, a great success. A 
special thanks to Mike Betts and all his 
lovely volunteers for putting on such a 
wonderful fundraising event. They have 
now brought the Grand Caverns Play-
ground fund up to just a little over 
$19,000.00! More on that later … 
 
 

The Grottoes Bluegrass Festival went 
beautifully again, and we managed to 
miss hurricane Ian (which caused Day-
ton Days to reschedule). Another shout 
out to Wayne Proffit and all his volun-
teers! We, in the Parks & Tourism De-
partment, are extremely fortunate to 
have such wonderful community mem-
bers and partnerships. Without which, 
we would not be able to put on so many 
events for you and others in the area. 

Speaking of great community partners, it’s that time of year for Carol-
ing in the Caverns! We’re teaming up again with the Grottoes Ruri-
tan Club to provide another fantastic fundraising event. If you’ll recall, 
last year we changed the format to a multi-night event with advance 
ticketing. We will be following that format again this year. So make 
your plans to come join us on the following evenings for a magical time 
full of the holiday spirit; 
 

* Saturday, 12/3 with Cantore (men’s acapella group and long-
time veterans of this event) 

 

* Saturday, 12/10 with Valley Brass Quintet (Brass band of 5, 
another long-time veteran) 

 

* Sunday, 12/11 with Eastern Mennonite School’s prestigious 
Chamber Choir (a new participant!) 

 

* Saturday, 12/17 with Shenandoah Valley Pipe Band 
(Bagpipes!? In a cave!?! Another long-time veteran) 

 

ALL proceeds go to scholarships for the Grottoes Boys & Girls Club and 
a new playground at Grand Caverns Park. Kids 12 and under are ad-
mitted free if they donate a school supply. Otherwise, admission is 
$15.00 per person. The Grand Caverns tour and concerts last 50 
minutes. As last year taught us, book online or over the phone in ad-
vance!! This event goes on sale 11/1 and will almost certainly sell out. 

Park Place  

ManagerÕs Message 

The cold temperatures of winter are fast approaching us. If you are engaged in physical activities during the cold winter 
months remember to stay hydrated and dress for the weather. If you use a kerosine heater for extra heat, remember to 
limit the use indoors. The fumes that emit from a kerosine heater are toxic. Keep all electric heaters away from flam-
mable materials. 

Also, don’t forget our 4-legged companions. During the cold winter months, they need adequate shelter 
that protects them from rain, snow, sleet, and ice. The shelter needs to be lined with bedding materials 
such as hay, cedar shavings, or the equivalent that is sufficient to protect the animal from cold and pro-
mote the retention of body heat. Add a windbreak to the shelter’s entrance to help retain body heat as 
well. A good rule of thumb is if the temperature is below 32 degrees Fahrenheit, bring the animal inside.      

I hope everyone has a happy and safe Thanksgiving.                                                       
Chief Sullivan  



What’s happening at the library?  Fun for all ages! 

Bright Star Theatre presents Winter Fables,   

Thursday, December 1 from 4:00 to 5:00 pm. 
Winter Fables is a cozy little show where 
Aesop’s famous fables are brought to life with 
some amazing winter-inspired tales. These 
spirited performers will take you on a hilari-
ous and highly entertaining journey! 

For the KIDS:   

 CircleTime – Wednesdays at 11:00 am. Songs, games and 

stories! 

Afterschool Fun - Thursdays from 4:00 to 5:00 pm.          

1st Thursday – Keva Lab – simple planks for building awesome 
creations                                                                                         
2nd Thursday – Board games – games for all ages!                      
3rd Thursday – Lego Club – build with our Legos and put your 
best creation on display! 

Library News   Mon-Thurs  11-6pm  |  Fri  11-2pm      540-434-4475  option 3  

For the ADULTS: 

1st Mondays - Mostly Books Book Club. 

Join this eclectic group of readers to find your 
next good read! 

 

 

 

CLOSED for Thanksgiving – 11/24 and 11/25 
(Closing early at 5:00 pm on 11/23)          

CLOSED for Christmas – 12/26 

 

                           Happy reading!                                         
   Peggy Counts                 
   Branch Manager 

Grottoes Volunteer Fire Department 

The Grottoes Volunteer Fire Dept. is 
thankful to be part of this great com-
munity.  As the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas seasons are upon us, we 
reflect on the past year and those 
who have helped to make 2022 a suc-
cess for Grottoes Volunteer Fire De-
partment – from the outpouring of 
support during the lingering challeng-
es of the pandemic, attendance at 
our Sunday lunches, participation at 
our Annual Lawn Party, purchase of a 
raffle ticket at our Summer Bash and/
or Gun Raffles, the cards of thanks 
and prayers, and donations during 
our Annual Fund Drive.  We are still 
accepting donations and they can be 
mailed or left at the fire station in the 
locked box at the main entrance.   

GVFD - BEGINNING OUR  75th YEAR OF SERVICE - HOW IT ALL BEGAN 
 
 

This is the first in a series of articles to notify our community of GVFD's upcoming 
75th Anniversary Celebration in 2023.  The following are the actual notices published 
in the Daily News-Record in 1947. 
 

Wednesday, November 5, 1947, “there will be a Call Meeting for the Formation of a 
Fire Department in Grottoes.  Meeting will be held in the Grottoes School at 7:30 
pm.  The meeting is sponsored by the Lion's Club of Grottoes and the Grottoes 
Town Council. All who are interested please attend. “  
 

Monday, November 10, 1947, Follow Up Meeting for Formation of Grottoes Fire De-
partment. “75 citizens signed up as members.  Elections were held, Fire Chief - 
Charles Stickley, Assistant Fire Chief - Floyd Glenn, President - Bern Castle, Vice Presi-
dent - Harry Alexander, Secretary/Treasurer - Raleigh Oakes.  Two committees were 
formed: Finance Committee and a Committee to Locate Fire Equipment.  Also pre-
sent was the State Fire Marshall.” 

It has been a great year for us!  We 
hope that 2022 has been just as mem-
orable for you and your family.  We 
look forward to serving you in the 
year to come and are very excited to 
begin our 75th Year of Service.  Have a 
Merry Christmas and a very Happy 
and Safe New Year. 
 

J      : 
Sun., Nov. 20th  Our Annual Thanksgiving Sunday Lunch 11:00 am – 1:0o pm (or 
until sold out.)  Join us for Turkey, Dressing and the usual fixings, including pumpkin 
pie - All Meals  $11.00 
 

Sun., Dec. 4th  See Santa and our original refurbished fire engine in the Grottoes 
Christmas Parade 
 

Sat., Dec. 17th  Breakfast with Santa at GVFD, A Community Event for kids of all 
ages Breakfast at 9am - Doors open at 8:30am 
Pre-sale tickets will be sold; $5 for kids 5 and under, $8 ages 6 and up (inc. adults)  
Starting Nov. 1st checkout presale ticket info. on our website www.grottoesfire.com  
  

Sun., Dec. 18 Sunday Lunch 11:00 am – 1:00 pm (or until sold out)   
 All Meals  $11.00 



601 Dogwood Avenue 
P.O. Box 146 

Grottoes, VA 24441 
 

Phone: 540-249-5896 
Fax: 540-249-5726 

www.ci.grottoes.va.us 
 

Planning Commission 
Dylan Nicely, Chairman 

Michael Kohl  

Nathan Foerster  

René Ehlenfeldt  

Darrel Baker  

Vacancy 

Vacancy 
 

Planning Commission Meets the 
last Tuesday of the odd months at 
6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 

Town Council  
Jo Plaster, Mayor 

David Raynes 

Tim Leeth  

Mark Sterling 

Michael Kohl  

Jim Justis 

Joshua Bailey 
 

Town Council meets the second  
Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Council Chambers. A work 
session will begin at 6:00 p.m., if 
needed. 

Board Of Zoning Appeals  

David Gorjup  

Christa Hall  

Vacancy 

Vacancy 

Vacancy 

 

 
 

BZA meets the third Tuesday of the 
month, when needed, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers.  

    Grottoes Town Officials  

Town of Grottoes  

Brush Site Open 

8:00 am - 12:00 noon 

Nov. 5th & 9th  

Dec. 3rd & 7th  

Jan. 7th & 11th   

For grass clippings 
and small brush only.  

Rockingham County 
landfill takes all waste 

Monday - Saturday 
7:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

 Upcoming Café Dates  

Nov. 9th  & 23rd  

Dec. 14th & 28th  

Jan. 11th & 25th  

For details or questions regarding the VPAS     
Café’s contact Marissa at 540-471-5591. 

ERMA Food Pantry           
Grottoes Methodist 

Church                                  

300 4th St. - Every Monday   
Doors open at 6:30 pm 

For information call                   
540-249-5893                             

(closed on the 5th Monday                   
and holidays) 

Judging Categories: One prize for each catergory 
 
 
 

Reason for the Season Award - capture the true meaning of Christmas 
Clark Griswold Award - excessive use of outdoor ligh ng and decora ons 
Elegance Award - crisp, dy, and extremely orderly                                          

 

Last year’s Winners cannot win again in same category. 

 
Judging begins at 

7:00 pm on Monday, 
December 12th        

To par cipate you 
must have your lights 

turned on!  

 

The Grottoes Christmas Parade will be held on Sunday,       
December 4, 2022 at 5:00 p.m. All entries are welcome (No 

Santa Costumes). No registration or fees! Line-up will begin at 
4:00 p.m. at 5th St & Dogwood Ave. Parade Route- starts at 
6th St & Aspen Ave moves west to Dogwood Ave, turns right, 

and concludes at 7th St and Dogwood Ave. Participants can meet 
their groups behind the Town Hall. Following the parade we will 
have a tree lighting ceremony, cookies, hot chocolate, and visits 
with Santa. For more information, please call (540) 249-5896.  

WEST SIDE - TUESDAY        
NO CHANGE  

EAST SIDE -  THURSDAY   
MOVED TO FRIDAY 11/25  

LEAF COLLECTION 

Begins on Monday, November 
28th! DO NOT put the leaves in 

the drainage ditches as this   
causes the culverts to get clogged.  


