
Town of Grottoes  

Hello Everyone! Fall is in the air! I hope 
you all have had a wonderful summer and 
you were able to enjoy those fresh veggies 
from the garden and farmer’s markets!    

We’ve done a lot this summer!    

July 30th, the Town hosted our first annu-
al “First Responders Ceremony,” to honor 
those serving our community and paid 
tribute to those that have passed.  This 
year’s ceremony was in honor of former 
Chief John Painter and Bridgewater Col-
lege Officer J.J. Jefferson.  We will never 
forget.  That’s the reason behind making 
this an annual celebration, not to forget 
and to give our gratitude to our police of-
ficers, firefighters, EMS providers, and 
our dispatchers too!  One day a year is not 
enough for the sacrifices our first respond-
ers make for us each and every day, but 
one day a year, we can come together as a 
community like we do on other recognized 
holidays and show them how grateful we 
are for their dedication to our town!   

I hope you enjoyed the Friday night Blue-
grass in July and plan on checking out the 
Bluegrass Festival at Grand Caverns 
Park, October 6th – 9th.  It’s sure to be a 
great time!   

A little known, but highly significant holi-
day falls in September. September 17th is 
Constitution Day, which marks the day 
that the U.S. Constitution was adopted. In 
our August 2022 Council meeting, Council 
adopted a resolution to commemorate the 
235th anniversary of the drafting of the 
Constitution of the United States of Amer-
ica and designates September 17th-23rd 
Constitution Week!   

Additionally, I want to give a huge shout 
out to our very own girls’ softball team, 
“Storm”! Saturday, August 20th these girls 
showed up to pay forward their gratitude 

for the Town’s support of their team and 
combed the roadways with me to clean up 
our streets!  This was a great day of com-
munity development and fellowship.  I 
thank these young ladies, their coaches 
and parents for enriching lives. Not just 
of each others, but everyone they meet!  If 
you have interest in supporting the Storm 
Softball Team, Contact Tina Custer (540) 
435-2555.  These girls are going places!  

Also, National Fire Prevention Week is 
October 9th- 15th which is annually ob-
served to commemorate the Great Chica-
go Fire, that occurred on October 8, 1871, 
and caused devastating damage.  The ul-
timate goal is to raise awareness and help 
ensure your home and family are protect-
ed.  

Lastly, actually foremost, on behalf of the 
Town, I’m requesting that if you are inter-
ested in serving our community in a larg-
er capacity, there are still vacancies on 
the Planning Commission and the Board 
of Zoning and Appeals.  Please come by 
Town Hall and fill out an application, call 
249-5896, or visit the Town’s website and 
download an application.  https://
www.ci.grottoes.va.us.  Remember, some-
times it’s not us that makes the call, it’s 
the call that has chooses you.  

I wish you all a fun and safe Halloween, a 
Happy Fall and most of all, I wish you 
blessings that will enrich your lives for 
years to come.  

   Your Mayor,  
               Jo Plaster  
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“I can't change the 
direction of the wind, 

but I can adjust my 
sails to always reach 

my destination.”            
- Jimmy Dean   

To help keep wild 
animals 
out of 
Town: 

Make sure 
waste is in 

proper 
contain-
ers,  do not leave pet 

food outside and keep 
your prop-
erty neat, 
clean and 
mowed. 



 

From the ChiefÕs Desk... 
School is back in session. Please be cautious 
when traveling the town’s roadways where 
children are waiting to be picked up or are 
being dropped off. The police department gets 
a lot of questions about when to stop for a 
school bus, when the bus’s stop sign is ex-
tended. Please use these pictures as a guide 
for when you must stop for a stopped school 
bus.  

          Chief Jason Sullivan 

I’ve hardly had time to reflect on 
my first year as your Parks & Tour-
ism Director with how busy we’ve 
been! If I were to sum up my first 
year, it would be with overwhelm-
ing gratitude of teamwork. Not just 
in this department, but with all 
Town staff.  
 

Now, we have a lot to cover with 
special events: 
 

First, the 22nd running of the Grand 
Caverns Signature 5K race series 
will be held on Friday, 9/30th. As 
always, the revenue generated by 
this certified 5k race goes into a 
specific fund for a new playground 
at Grand Caverns Park. Advance 
registration is encouraged (best 
way to get a t-shirt that fits) which 

can be done with a registration 
form found at the Grand Caverns 
Stone Lodge, or, online at 
www.active.com keyword: Grand 
Caverns Signature 5K. We hope to 
see you there! 
 
 

Next, the Grottoes Bluegrass Fes-
tival is coming back to Grand 
Caverns Park on October 7th, 8th, 
& 9th. It’ll be in the same format 
as before with single day & multi-
day tickets available to purchase 
at the entrance. The park also 
remains open to the public. 
 
 

Lastly, back by popular demand, 
Haunted Cave!!! Come join us as 
we celebrate the spooky season on 
October 28th, 29th, & 30th for a tru-
ly terrifying experience (seriously 
though, recommended for adults). 
We’ll also host a Fall Festival on 

Saturday night only, by the Stone 
Lodge. It will offer a child friendly 
experience with trick or treating 
and other festive activities. We are 
closing normal tour operations so 
we can host this evening event, 
roughly 5:00 pm – 10:00 pm. More 
information to follow, be sure to 
watch the Grand Caverns website 
and Facebook page for updates. 
 
 Austin Shank  
 Parks & Tourism Director 

Park Place  

Registration Information:  

5K: $25 thru 9/20/22; $30 after 

Student’s 5K (K thru college)     
$20 thru 9/20; $25 after 

1 Mile Fun Run/Walk: $20 thru 
9/20; $25 after 

Proxy 5K (we run; you don’t) $10 

Online: www.Active.com  

Mail: PO Box 1034, Grottoes,  
VA 24441 - checks payable to  
Grand Caverns Signature 5K 

Select One: _____ 5K ($25 thru 9/20; $30 after)   ____ 1 Mile ($20 thru 9/20; $25 after) 
____Student 5K ($20 thru 9/20; $25 after)                            
____ Proxy ($10: we run & you don’t; your results will be sent to you) 

Name:__________________________ Sex:____ Age:____  Date of Birth __________ 

Address:_________________________ City:______________ State: ____ Zip:_______ 

EMAIL:______________________________________ shirt size (circle) S  M L XL 2X 

I hereby assume all risks and hazards incidental to participation in the “Grand Caverns Signature 5K Race 
Series” including transportation to and from the activities. I also acknowledge the fact that this program may/
or does involve physical exertion where injuries may occur and I consider myself adequately trained for the 
“Grand Caverns Signature 5K Race Series”. I do hereby waive, release, and agree to hold harmless the organ-
izers, sponsors, activity supervisors, volunteers, co-sponsoring organizations and participants, the Town of 
Grottoes, the Grand Caverns Park, the Shenandoah Valley Track Club and the Counties of Rockingham and 
Augusta for any claim arising out of an injury. I also acknowledge that the aforementioned parties will not 
assume costs related to injuries while involved in this activity. I also hereby grant permission to the above to 
use my likeness via any means to promote the event. 

 __________________________________________________________  
       Participant (or parent/guardian if under 18 years) Signature  



Things are bustling at the Library!  Everyday fun for everyone! 
 

Thursdays Afterschool Fun – 4:00-5:00 pm in the Community Room 
Keva Lab – every 1st Thursday 
Explore what you can build and create with these fun, simple planks!  
Board Games – every 2nd Thursday 
Join the fun as we set up a variety of board games for all ages. 
Lego Club – every 3rd Thursday  
Come and build using our Legos. Display your best creation in the library!   

 

Trick-or-Treat at the Library on October 31, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. No tricks, only treats! 
 

Mostly Books (Adult Book Club) meets on the first Monday of each month, from 10:00 to 11:00 
am. Come and share what you have been reading and find your next good read! 

 

CircleTime meets every Wednesday at 11:00 am.  Join us outside under the shade trees for songs, sto-
ries and games. We will meet inside when the weather is inclement. 

 

Bright Star Theatre – coming in December, just in time for Christmas!  Keep an eye on the library web-
site for dates and times. 

        Happy Reading!   
                    Peggy Counts, Branch Manager 

Library News   Mon-Thurs  11-6pm    Fri  11-2pm      540-434-4475  option 3  

     Grottoes’ Greats  
 

1. Take a Tour of Grand Caverns – If you haven’t been through the caverns ever, or lately, you should do it. It’s 
amazing 

2. Go Fishing or Tube the River – Several fishing opportunities along the South River and at Lawhorne Pond (site of 
Kids Fish Day), or, float down the river for some cooling, peaceful relaxation. Careful of the rapids…safety first 

3. Walking and Hiking Trails – There are great sidewalks and a walking path all through town plus a hiking trail that 
starts near the Stone Lodge and goes to the top of Cave Hill. Great views at several look out points!! 

4. Music Events – There are several music events in town through the year. A Bluegrass festival in May and Octo-
ber and Friday night bluegrass in the park in July. 

5. Watch a Ball Game – Lots of games are played in John Painter Park during the warm months. Including little 
league, travel team tournaments, and the Rockingham County league. 

6. Play in the Parks – Both of our parks have fun things to do like having a get together under our shelters, taking a 
dip in the pool, playing a round of putt-putt, watching the kids play on the playgrounds or just sitting and 
watching nature.  

7. Enjoy Events and Parades – All year long we enjoy events and parades in town, like the Veterans Day Ceremony, 
First Responders Appreciation Day, the holiday parade and more! 

8. Shop and Dine Local – There are opportunities to shop in town where your dollars stay local plus the community 
has a yard sale in both the spring and fall, plus two small business Saturdays during the year. Grab a bite to eat 
while you’re out too! 

9. Run in a Race or Cheer Them On – Grottoes’ terrain makes it great for foot races with two 5Ks and a 10K held here 
each year. If you aren’t running come out and cheer them on! 

10. VOLUNTEER – Being an active member of your community is rewarding. If you have an idea and an opportunity 
to volunteer some time or service, let town staff, or your Council members know so we can help you make it hap-
pen! 

Enjoy!                                                                                                                       
Stefanie 

ManagerÕs Message 



601 Dogwood Avenue 
P.O. Box 146 

Grottoes, VA 24441 
 

Phone: 540-249-5896 
Fax: 540-249-5726 

www.ci.grottoes.va.us 
 

Planning Commission 
Dylan Nicely, Chairman 

Michael Kohl  

Nathan Foerster  

René Ehlenfeldt  

Darrel Baker  

Vacancy 

Vacancy 
 

Planning Commission Meets the 
last Tuesday of the odd months at 
6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 

Town Council  
Jo Plaster, Mayor 

David Raynes 

Tim Leeth  

Mark Sterling 

Michael Kohl  

Jim Justis 

Joshua Bailey 
 

Town Council meets the second  
Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Council Chambers. A work 
session will begin at 6:00 p.m., if 
needed. 

Board Of Zoning Appeals  

David Gorjup  

Christa Hall  

Vacancy  

Vacancy 

Vacancy 

 

 
 

BZA meets the third Tuesday of the 
month, when needed, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers.  

    Grottoes Town Officials  

Town of Grottoes  

Brush Site Open 

8:00 am - 12:00 noon 

Sept. 10th & 14th 

Oct. 1st & 12th  

Nov. 5th & 9th  

Dec. 3rd & 7th   

For grass clippings 
and small brush waste 

only.  

County landfill takes 
all waste M-S 7:00 am 

to 4:30 pm. 

Gro oes Ruritans &                          
Gro oes Rescue Squad                       

partnered to open a                             
Li le Free Library! 

 
Visit it just off the sidewalk                           

in front of the squad’s brick sign                 
to find free books for all ages. 

 Upcoming Café Dates  

Sept. 14th  & 28th  

Oct. 12th & 26th  

Nov. 9th  

For details or questions regarding the VPAS     
Café’s contact Marissa at 540-471-5591. 

Grottoes Rescue Squad 
is seeking volunteers!  

We provide training! 

To apply please go to our 
website, Rescue20.org or 
see any member at our 
station to get an applica-
tion!  

 Thank you!                    
  Katie M. Mohr,        
  President 

Grottoes Bluegrass 
Festival 

October 6-8, 2022 

Grand Caverns Park 

2 Day Pass $65 

Friday only $35 

Saturday only $40 

Camping 3-Day $20  
(all rough camping) 

Friday - Opening Ceremony   
begins 12:45 

Saturday music begins 10:30  

Questions (434) 989-0996       
Promoter: Wayne Proffit Promotions  

ERMA Food Pantry           
Grottoes Methodist Church                                 

300 4th St. - Every Monday  Doors 
open at 6:30 pm 

For information call 540-249-5893                             
(closed on the 5th Monday and holidays) 


