
April 2, 2022 
 

A Special Meeting of Town Council of the Town of Grottoes was held on Saturday, April 2, 
2022 at 8:45 a.m. at Mountain View Park, Grottoes, Virginia. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Plaster called the special meeting of April 2, 2022 of the Grottoes Town Council to order 
at 8:46 a.m. The special meeting was called by Mayor Plaster for the consideration of a 
resolution for honorary degree. Mayor Plaster requested roll call.  

ATTENDANCE: Council Members present: Joshua Bailey, Jim Justis, Mark Sterling, David 
Raynes, Michael Kohl, and Tim Leeth.   

Other Town Officials present were: Town Clerk Tara Morris, Town Manager Stefanie 
McAlister, Treasurer Rhonda Danner, Park/Tourism Director Austin Shank, and Police Chief 
Jason Sullivan.  

Mayor Plaster read a statement as to why this special meeting was called, it said “It is with great 
honor and humble intent that we gather here today to pay tribute to a great man who served our 
community and gave the ultimate sacrifice while in the line of duty, by renaming Mountain View 
Park, John E. Painter Park.  

John served our town for over 18 years as an officer and police chief.  He was well respected and 
loved by many. Since his departure from us on February 1, 2022, we have mourned, we have 
rallied together and celebrated the life of John Painter.    

Today, we wish to continue the legacy of John Painter.  Today we will vote to adopt a resolution 
to rename this park at which John spent much time on special days such as this, our annual Chief 
Charlie’s Kid’s Fish Day, dutifully serving our community.  

Mayor Plaster read the resolution and called for a motion to adopt. Council member Leeth made 
a motion, seconded by Council member Raynes, and carried by a vote of 6 – 0, voting recorded 
as follows: JUSTIS – AYE; BAILEY – AYE; STERLING – AYE; RAYNES – AYE; LEETH – 
AYE; KOHL – AYE, to adopt the resolution to rename Mountain View Park to John E. Painter 
Park.  

Resolution Renaming Mountain View Park 
To John E. Painter Park 

 

WHEREAS, John E. Painter devoted 18 years, 9 months and 22 days serving and protecting the 
citizens of the Town of Grottoes; and,  

 



WHEREAS, He served as a Police Officer from July 9, 2001 until being promoted to Police 
Sergeant on October 1, 2004; and,  

WHEREAS, Sergeant Painter served the citizens of Grottoes in that capacity until he was 
promoted to Chief of Police on August 17, 2006; and, 

WHEREAS, Chief Painter continued serving as Chief until his retirement on May 1, 2019, and   

WHEREAS, After his retirement, John E. Painter continued serving and protecting as a Police 
Officer for Bridgewater College and on February 1, 2022 made the ultimate sacrifice; and,   

WHEREAS, the Council unanimously recommended, in memory of John E. Painter, the 
approval of the renaming of Mountain View Park to John E. Painter Park. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Grottoes Town Council approves changing 
the name of Mountain View Park to John E. Painter Park in appreciation of his dedication and 
commitment to the citizens of the Town of Grottoes and for his service to our community. 

 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mayor Plaster declared the meeting adjourned at 8:51 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



April 11, 2022 
 

A work session of Town Council of the Town of Grottoes was held on Monday, April 11, 2022, 
at 6:00 p.m. at the Grottoes Town Hall, Grottoes, Virginia. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Plaster called the work session of April 11, 2022, of the Grottoes Town Council to order 
at 6:01 p.m.  

ATTENDANCE: Council Members present: Joshua Bailey, Jim Justis, Tim Leeth, Mark Sterling 
David Raynes, and Michael Kohl.  

Other Town Officials present were: Town Attorney Nathan Miller, Town Manager Stefanie 
McAlister, Clerk Tara Morris, Treasurer Rhonda Danner, Public Works Director A.J. Hummel, 
Parks/Tourism Director Austin Shank, and Police Chief Jason Sullivan. 

Mayor Plaster said the first item on the agenda is the FY2023 draft budget review. Manager 
McAlister reviewed the proposed FY23 annual budget with the council. She said the overall 
budget increased twenty percent and that it includes the second payment of the American Rescue 
Plan Act. Manager McAlister said there is no proposed increase the in real property tax but did 
mention that the reassessment that Rockingham County completed will increase the real estate 
tax income. She said the other local taxes and fees are starting to rebound since the Covid 19 
pandemic and there are no increases proposed in those taxes. Manager McAlister said the state 
has not completed their budget, so the budget reflects an estimate based off the current year. 
Manager McAlister said the water and sewer rate will increase three percent and connection fees 
will increase $500.00 per service. She said the trash collection will increase seven and half 
percent which equals to $1.50 a month. Manager McAlister said the park has proposed an 
increase of $2.00 for admission types. She said this keeps us with one of the lowest admission 
prices, but it will help offset the increases in minimum wage that we must pay to our staff at the 
Caverns. Manager McAlister said that covers the revenue side of the budget.  Manager McAlister 
said you will notice that overall supplies, materials, and equipment costs have increased due to 
the economic environment.  She said she is asking for two new positions for next year. The first 
is for an Administration and Finance Assistant and the other position is a Parks Coordinator. 
Manager McAlister stated as the town continues to grow additional staff will be needed to keep 
up. She said she is also asking for a 5.9% wage increase for all full-time employees. She said we 
have a good group of employees, and we need to try to stay competitive to keep them. Manager 
McAlister said the insurance increased this year by $61 per month per employee, which is a lot, 
but there was no increase last year. Manager McAlister said that she is proposing to purchase a 
dump truck and a new police car with part of American Rescue Plan Act funding. She said these 
are vehicle replacements for the maintenance and police departments. She said public works is 
requesting attachments for the skid steer so they won’t have to rent them anymore and a storage 
building to separate salt/chemicals from the equipment and autos, and to keep some of the 



materials currently sitting around, out of sight. She said there is $147,000.00 budgeted for paving 
and sidewalk maintenance.  Manager McAlister stated that the police department is working 
towards being fully staffed. She said there is about $30,000.00 to cover the body cameras and 
tasers and its software. Also, Lexipol software for policies and up-to-date legislation. Manager 
McAlister said the water and sewer department has seen increases in many costs for chemicals, 
supplies and materials. She said that we are looking to use some of the ARPA monies to upgrade 
services lines in our water supply. Manager McAlister said parks and tourism is working with the 
parks committee on capital projects that have been previously approved. She said adding a new 
position and increases in minimum wage are other expenses that the parks department will incur.  

Mayor Plaster thanked Manager McAlister for going over the budget and said the next item on 
the agenda is B-2 property usage. Clerk Morris said this is included in her staff report and that 
we are not looking for a decision, but the developer would like to know what the town thinks 
before going through the expense of drawing up plans and paying all the fees. She said the 
developer is looking at the building at 700 Dogwood Avenue. He would like to tear it down 
completely. He then wants to construct a business front with two townhouses attached to the 
back. Clerk Morris said in order to do this all business have to be approved by Council in the B-2 
zoning, and all dwellings have to be done as a Conditional Use Permit, which requires a public 
hearing. Council member Leeth said he wasn’t too sure because he thought we were trying to get 
away from mixed use zonings. Clerk Morris stated when the change was made to rezone 
Dogwood Avenue to B-2 it was changed to allow both business and residential. Council member 
Kohl said the planning commission looked at this too and felt that way, but also feels that the 
property is surrounded in residential. Any business there must be approved by the town. He said 
he doesn’t think it would be cost effective for just a small business in today’s market.  

Mayor Plaster adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



April 11, 2022 
 

A regular session of Town Council of the Town of Grottoes was held on Monday, April 11, 
2022, at 7:00 p.m. at the Grottoes Town Hall, Grottoes, Virginia. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Plaster called the regular session of April 11, 2022, of the Grottoes Town Council to 
order at 7:03 p.m. Mayor Plaster asked Clerk Morris for a roll call.  

ATTENDANCE: Council Members present: Jim Justis, Joshua Bailey, Mark Sterling, David 
Raynes, Tim Leeth, and Michael Kohl. 

Other Town Officials present: Attorney Nathan Miller, Clerk Tara Morris, Town Manager 
Stefanie McAlister, Treasurer Rhonda Danner, Public Works Director A.J. Hummel, 
Parks/Tourism Director Austin Shank, and Police Chief Jason Sullivan.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

On motion by Council member Raynes, seconded by Council member Leeth, and carried by a 
vote of 6-0, vote recorded as follows: JUSTIS – AYE; BAILEY – AYE; STERLING – AYE; 
RAYNES – AYE; LEETH – AYE; KOHL – AYE; the Council approved the minutes from the 
special meeting on March 8, 2022. the work session and regular meetings on March 14, 2022, 
and the special meeting on March 22, 2022. 

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND CLAIMS (public comment) 

Scott Sacra addressed the Council and started out by thanking Mayor Plaster for voting down the 
survey for chickens. He said that he knows that was a hard decision for her and appreciated her 
listening to the citizens that have expressed concern over chickens. Mr. Sacra said he knows that 
the attorney is checking into changing the charter so the citizens can vote on chickens. He 
mentioned that we amended the charter to change the mayor term, so he feels we should be able 
to amend the charter to add referendums. He said he gave Council member Leeth the petition he 
had at the last meeting and Council member Leeth said he has given each council member a 
copy.  

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMMITTEE: 

FINANCE – Council member Raynes made a motion, seconded by Council member Leeth, and 
carried by a vote of 6-0, vote recorded as follows: JUSTIS – AYE; BAILEY – AYE; 
STERLING – AYE; RAYNES – AYE; LEETH – AYE; KOHL – AYE; to approve the financial 
reports for the month of March.  

WATER AND SEWER – no report 



ORDINANCE, HEALTH, AND PROPERTY – no report 

STREET AND STREET LIGHTS – no report 

PARKS, RECREATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES – no report  

SPECIAL EVENTS – Council member Leeth announced that the Grand Caverns 5K Race will 
be held on Friday, April 29th at 6:30 p.m. He said he wanted to say how good it was to be able to 
have the Chief Charlie’s Kid’s Fish Day again this year. He said it was a great event and that we 
rededicated the pond as Lawhorne’s Pond in honor of former Chief Charlie Lawhorne who 
founded Kids Fish Day back in 1995. Council member Leeth said the council held a special 
meeting before the Kid’s Fish Day event and passed a resolution to rename Mountain View Park 
to John E. Painter Park in honor of former Police Chief John Painter.   

PERSONNEL, FIRE AND POLICE PROTECTION – Mayor Plaster thanked the staff for 
working hard to prepare for the Kid’s Fish Day event, the pond rededication, and the renaming of 
the park.   

STAFF REPORTS  

TOWN MANAGER. Manager McAlister said she wanted to point out a couple things in her staff 
report. She said the first item is the telephone system. She said we have been paying about 
5,000.00 out of each budget for the landline phone system and with changing to a VOIP system 
(Voice over Internet Protocol) this will cost about $1,000.00 out of each budget saving about 
80% over what we have been paying. Manager McAlister said the next item in her staff report 
was to just make sure Council is aware that DMV Connects will be at Town Hall on May 2nd 
from 9:00 am until 4:00 p.m. by appointment only. She said this is a good service they provide 
so citizens have an opportunity to come here verses having to go to the DMV for services.  

ATTORNEY. No report  

TREASURER. A written report was provided. There were no additional comments from staff 
and no questions or comments from Council members. 

ASSISTANT TO TOWN MANAGER.  A written report was provided. There were no additional 
comments from staff and no questions or comments from Council members. 

POLICE CHIEF. A written report was provided. There were no additional comments from staff 
and no questions or comments from Council members. 

PUBLIC WORKS.  A written report was provided. There were no additional comments from 
staff and no questions or comments from Council members. 

PARKS AND TOURISM DIRECTOR.  Parks Director Shank said in his staff report he said we 
were waiting for the commemorative plaque to be delivered so the benches can be placed in the 



dog park. He said we received them today and he will be getting with maintenance to get 
everything installed. 

NEW BUSINESS – Mayor Plaster said last couple year council has donated their salaries to 
purchase banners for in town seniors. She said if we are wanting to do this again this year than 
we need a motion so she can get the information out and get the banners ordered. Council 
members Bailey said he would donate his salary, others agreed. Mayor Plaster asked for a 
motion to proceed with getting the orders for the senior banners/ signs. Council member Leeth 
replied so moved, seconded by Council member Sterling, and carried by a vote of 6-0, vote 
recorded as follows: JUSTIS – AYE; BAILEY – AYE; STERLING – AYE; RAYNES – AYE; 
LEETH – AYE; KOHL – AYE. 

OLD BUSINESS –  

ADJOURNMENT  

Mayor Plaster declared the meeting adjourned at 7:13 p.m.  

 


