
Ron Bays

February 27, 1952 - September 9, 2015

Ronald Lee Bays was born on February 27, 1952, to Lois Jean Czaban and Donald 

Lee Bays in Sheridan, WY and passed away on September 9, 2015. Ron grew up in 

CA but frequently came back to WY until he moved back here as a young adult. 

Ron’s heart was with the Wyoming mountains where he loved to be. He was a great 

outdoorsman throughout his life where he loved to kayak on the rivers any chance he 

got and he also taught his love to others on how to safely enjoy the sport. Ron moved 

on to hang gliding which he also loved. The freedom it gave him to be flying above 

the mountains gave him a peace of  mind and a sense of  excitement that he thrived 

on. He shared that love of  flying with many others by either giving them the chance 

to enjoy a flight or by teaching them to fly and learn on their own. Anything to do 

with the outdoors he would do whether it was hunting, fishing, camping or just 

driving around town with his faithful companion Chewy in the passenger seat. Ron 

and Chewy were the best of  buds and you never found one without the other until 

Ron finally had to give Chewy a new home. That broke Ron’s heart but he thought 

only of  Chewy and what was best for him. 

Ron never met a stranger. He would stop and talk with anyone who would engage in 

conversation with him and formed many friendships this way. Ron loved people and 

anyone who was lucky enough to be considered his friend he would do anything for 

them. Ron loved to cook and, having run restaurants, would make you a dinner 

where everything was timed perfectly and came to the table at the same time hot, 

ready and perfect! From managing JB’s to working in the coal mine to working and 

eventually owning Chem-Dry of  Sheridan Ron took pride in what he did and enjoyed 

the people he encountered and he wanted everything in his life to be Top of  the Line!

Ron passed away surrounded by friends and family. He is survived by his daughter, 

Jennifer Bays of  Oregon, two step sons, Donovan McKnight and wife Elizabeth 

McKnight of  Sheridan, WY, Keith McKnight of  Oregon, two sisters, Linda Lytle and 

husband Bill Lytle of  Sheridan, WY, Tara Johansson aka (Kelly) and life partner 

Mark Johansson of  California, nieces Chery Walker and Sharon Meixner of  Sheridan, 

WY,  great niece Taylor Marie Meixner  and his favorite nephew Mark Wave 

Johansson of  California. 

Ron was preceded in death by both his parents and his beloved grandson Connor 

Freesene. 

In Loving Memory Of



In Loving Memory of

Ronald Lee Bays
CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Saturday, October 10, 2015, at 10:00 am 
 Kane Funeral Home

OFFICIATING
Reverend Tara Johansson

MUSIC
Wind Beneath My Wings, No Other Love

He Ain’t Heavy He’s My Brother

HONORARY PALLBEARERS
Diana and Glen Wright, George Meredith, Rosemary LaFond

and Reverend Jack Seileman

Do Not Stand By My Grave And Weep

Do not stand at my grave and weep
I am not there; I do not sleep.

I am a thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond glints on snow,

I am the sun on ripened grain,
I am the gentle autumn rain.

When you awaken in the morning's hush
I am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circled flight. 

I am the soft stars that shine at night. 
Do not stand at my grave and cry, 

I am not there; I did not die.

Donations to honor Ron’s memory, may be made to the
Sheridan Dog & Cat Shelter, 84 E. Ridge Rd., Sheridan, WY 82801 or to the

Sheridan Senior Center, 211 Smith St., Sheridan, WY 82801.

“Top Of The Line”
Kane
Funeral Home

www.kanefuneral.com

Prayer of  St. Francis of  Assisi 

Lord, make me an instrument of  Your peace.
 Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light; 

Where there is sadness, joy.
 Grant that I may not so much seek to be

Consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;

To be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 


