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ABSTRACT: 
 
       For over one century now, since the time of the First World War, the regional and 
international politics of the Middle East have revolved around the region's most 
important natural resource: oil (and gas, increasingly). The issue of oil in international 
relations is about much more than ensuring access to the resource: it is also about 
the power of denying this access to others, as well as about the different uses of oil 
money. Oil was the basis upon which was built the US-Saudi relation, a central factor 
of US imperial strategy in the Middle East since the end of World War II. It is the main 
rationale behind the wars that the US has led in the region since the end of the Cold 
War,from the two onslaughts on Saddam Hussein's Iraq to the most recent war 
againstISIS. 
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