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Special Business Meeting ~  
 
The Washington State Conservation Commission (Commission/SCC) met virtually as well as in-
person on Wednesday, February 28, 2024 in Lacey, Washington. Chair Larry Cochran called the 
meeting to order at 1:03 p.m.  
 
Note: All meeting materials can be found on our meetings webpage. You will find the meeting 
packet with background information, presentations and past meeting information on the meetings 
webpage also. 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT COMMISSION STAFF PRESENT 
Larry Cochran, Chair, elected eastern region rep.  
Cherie Kearney, Vice-Chair, Governor Appointee 
Brook Beeler, Department of Ecology 
Daryl Williams, Governor Appointee 
Dean Longrie, Elected west region rep  
Jim Kropf, Washington State University  
Karen Zirkle, Department of Natural Resources 
Mike Mumford, Washington Association of 
Conservation Districts  
Perry Beale, Department of Agriculture   
Wade Troutman, Elected central region rep  
      
Quorum present. 

James Thompson, Executive Director 
Lori Gonzalez, Executive Assistant 
Kaisha Walker, Administrative Assistant 
Sarah Groth, Director of Accounting & Budget 
Shana Joy, District Operations Manager  
 
 

 
PARTNERS REPRESENTED (in person) GUESTS ATTENDED (online) 
 
Ryan Baye, WA Association of Conservation Districts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please see “Attachment A” for full 
list of attendees. 

 

https://www.scc.wa.gov/commission-meetings


ACTION MINUTES TAKEN 

Meeting began with Kaisha Walker performing roll call. A quorum was present. 

Opportunity for public comment was opened. Public comments were made. 

COMMISSION OPERATIONS 
Riparian Grant Program Guidelines 
In the 2023 legislative session, the legislature appropriated $25 million to the WSCC for a voluntary 
riparian grant program with prescriptive budget proviso language, including direction on tribal 
engagement. Due to transitions in key leadership positions, sufficient tribal engagement has not been 
completed prior to Commission contemplation of draft programmatic guidelines. The Commission has 
directed WSCC staff to advance tribal engagement, seeking review and feedback on proposed 
guidelines. The Commission further indicated an interest in adopting temporary guidelines for 
governing the program, to remain in effect until reaching a prescribed point, allowing for the 
completion of significantly more meaningful work with tribes. 
Motion by Commissioner Longrie to adopt the Interim Riparian Grant Program 
guidelines for a 1-year period to allow for work to begin while additional outreach 
to Tribes and further discussion about permanent protection projects occurs. 
Staff to present an updated edition of Riparian Grant Program Guidelines by  
March 2025 Commission meeting. Seconded by Commissioner Troutman.  
Motion passed. Commissioner Beeler opposed. 


