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Agenda

• 2024 Legislative Session Recap

• Riparian Roundtable 

• Tribal Engagement Policy

• Climate Resilience Strategy



Legislative Session
• Budgets – Capital and Operating

• Request Legislation

• Initiatives 

• Transitions



Capital Budget

• Conservation Reserve Enhancement 

Program (CREP) Proviso Change

– Allow use of state funds to support 

landowners disenrolled by FSA

• Regional Conservation Partnership 

Program (RCPP)

– No new funding, can meet need from 

prior appropriations

• Sustainable Farms and Fields

– $24.9 million moved from Operating to 

Capital 



Operating Budget

• Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA)

– Requested $10 million

– Appropriated additional $3.5 million

– Total Biennium Funding $4.5 million

• SCC FTEs

– Requested $600,000 - Appropriated $200,000

District Direct Appropriation 

– Central and Eastern Klickitat CDs appropriated 

$500,000 for post-wildfire recovery work

• Organic and Climate-Smart Agriculture Study 

– Deadline moved to May 1, 2025

Site Visit 
by Alexi Guddal, Whatcom CD



Request Legislation

• SB 5921, Concerning tribal 

representation on the state 

conservation commission

• Sponsors: Stanford, Van De Wege, 

Conway, Hasegawa, Liias, Nguyen, 

Nobles, Trudeau, Valdez

• Unanimously passed Senate

• Hearing in House Ag & Natural 

Resources Committee, no action in 

Executive Session



Initiatives

Smoky Bales
by Mckenzi Coleman, Ferry CD

• Six initiatives submitted by public petitions

• Action on:

– Prohibiting state and local income tax

– Codifying parental access to public school materials

– Removing certain restrictions on police vehicular 

pursuits

• No action:

– Repealing the Climate Commitment Act

– Repealing the Capital Gains Tax

– Allowing for opt-out of state’s long-term care tax



Climate Commitment Act - $86 Million 

• Riparian Work

– 2023-2025 CREP ($11 million)

– Riparian Grant Program ($25 million)

– Salmon Riparian Funding ($3 million)

– Community Education Campaign ($2 million)

• Sustainable Agriculture

– Sustainable Farms and Fields ($30 million)

– Organic and Climate-Smart Agriculture Study 

($200,000)

Spring in Central Washington
by Ken Muir, Cascadia CD



• Forest Health & Community Wildfire 

Resiliency

– Address Unhealthy Forests ($5 million)

– Reduce Forest Fuels Grants ($10 million)

• Planning 

– Community Engagement Plan 

($250,000)

– Climate Response Strategy ($23,000)

Climate Commitment Act - $86 Million 



Transitions
• Retirements

• Federal Elections

– President

– House seats

• State Elections

– Governor

• Staff

– Commissioner of Public Lands

– House & Senate 

– Party and key committee leadership



Riparian Roundtable

• Recommendations on proposed changes 

in policy and spending priorities to 

improve riparian habitat and ensure 

salmon and steelhead recovery.

• SCC: Common ground solutions and 

elevating the importance of the voluntary 

approach.

• Next Roundtable Meeting: April 

(Wenatchee)
Constructing Beaver Dam Analogs 

by Jacob Murray, Mason CD



Tribal Engagement Policy

• Building on discussion around 

Riparian Grant Program (RGP)

• Agency policy development

Kettle River reflections 
by Bill Chamberlin, Ferry CD



Climate Resilience Strategy

• Legislature directed Ecology to convene interagency 

team of state agencies.

• Developed four agency actions:

– Science Coordination, Training, and Workforce 

Development for Conservation District Staff

– Agricultural Viability and Farmland Preservation

– Water and Natural Resources Resilience

– Community Resilience to a Changing Climate 

• Climate Resiliency Priority Area of SCC strategic planPost-fire recovery,
 Okanogan CD



Thank you!

Contact: 

Kate Delavan
Acting Policy Director
kdelavan@scc.wa.gov
(360) 280-6486

Lazuli Bunting Singing 
by Casey Lowder, Pine Creek CD

mailto:kdelavan@scc.wa.gov
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