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Irrigation Efficiencies Grants Program 
Application Guidance 

The application for Irrigation Efficiencies Grants Program is a Formstack form accessed through 
a link on the Efficiencies webpage at www.scc.wa.gov/programs/irrigation-efficiencies-grant-
program-iegp. This document guides applicants through the application process. 

Additional Notes: 

• The maximum cost share for on-farm Efficiencies projects is $400,000 per landowner 
per fiscal year. 

• There is no cost share maximum for conveyance projects (piping or lining) implemented 
with a water purveyor. 

• The cost share rate for the project is set by your conservation districts’ cost share rate 
policy. 

• On-farm project require a post-project Irrigation Water Management (IWM) Plan with one 
year of monitoring to ensure producer understanding and effectiveness. This BMP is TA 
eligible. Both the district’s general program TA or project specific TA may be used. 

• See programmatic guidelines for a list of eligible activities and for additional information. 
• Each project requires a new application form. 
• The SCC program manager will perform project status checks 120 days after the funding 

award date and quarterly thereafter. Unsatisfactory progress may result in a follow-up 
meeting with the SCC program manager to develop an implementation progress plan. 

• All work, including any cost-share or DIP projects, must be completed by the end of each 
biennium, on June 30, 2025, and every odd-numbered year, thereafter (27, 29, etc.). 

• The District Implemented Project (DIP) process may be used to fund some projects 
that meet established criteria. Please consult with the Program Manager and Regional 
Manager prior to filling out a project application. 

• Most often, water conserved through the increase in efficient delivery or 
application is non-consumptive in nature. That is, it was never consumed by the 
crop served. It is most often lost in the delivery of the water consumptively used by 
the crops in the project area. Because of this, water saved under this program is 
rarely available for use under the original water right. Using the conserved water 
under the original water right, after the system upgrade may be considered 
spreading and potentially illegal under state law. Please consult with the Program 
Manager for basic water rights assistance. 

• Direct questions or comments to Jon K. Culp at jculp@scc.wa.gov. 

  

http://www.scc.wa.gov/programs/irrigation-efficiencies-grant-program-iegp
http://www.scc.wa.gov/programs/irrigation-efficiencies-grant-program-iegp
https://www.scc.wa.gov/programs/irrigation-efficiencies-grant-program-iegp
mailto:jculp@scc.wa.gov
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Basic Information Questions 
• Conservation District Name 

• CD Staff Contact Name 

• CD Staff Contact Email 

• Application Type 
o ☐Technical Assistance Program Implementation (CD outreach, project 

assessment, and program administration (fiscal year budget allocation) 
o ☐Technical Assistance Project Implementation (project specific) for Project 

Design, Development, and Implementation 
o ☐Financial Assistance 

The form is now dynamic and will present the application relevant to the one selected. 

Application Type/Project Specific Questions 
Technical Assistance – District Program Questions 

• Total budget requested amount: How much is the total ask? 

• Budget breakdown by Outcome: you only need to select the ones that apply. This will 
open boxes to enter the amounts needed to accomplish each of the outcomes. If the 
outcomes provided don’t match a proposed activity, use the “Other” checkbox provided. 
Then fill in the amount and description of the outcome proposed in the boxes that will 
appear. 

• Is water availability for agriculture or water resource conservation addressed in your 
district’s long range plan?  
 

• Describe your programmatic approach to implementing the program in your district.  

• Is the district, in the planning, development or implementation of this program, partnering 
with local stakeholders, organizations, or Tribes? (programmatically) 

• Will your district be using these IEGP program or project funds as leverage with/for any 
other source of funding? 

• How does your district intend on reaching out to all potential cooperators in irrigated 
agriculture throughout your district? 

• Does your district or county have a local drought resiliency and response plan? 

• Does your district have a climate change resiliency strategy for planning projects? 

• Does your district have  any other water resource conservation input that the 
Commission could use in its future water resources program planning or strategy? 
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• How many irrigators do you anticipate making connections with using this funding? 

• How many of these are new connections? 

• Does the district staff have any training needs for implementing water resource 
conservation in your district? Check boxes provided and an “other” option if your need is 
not listed. This budget will pay for training costs. 

END of general TA application. Submit Form when complete. 

 

Technical Assistance Project Implementation Questions 

• Amount of Funding Requested 

• Project Name: 
 

• Project Type 
o ☐On Farm 
o ☐Conveyance, purveyor, water delivery to farm 

• Project design completed:  
o ☐Yes 
o ☐No 
o ☒Not sure yet 

• What project specifics will this funding accomplish? 

o ☐ Project site assessment and data collection 
o ☐ Cultural resources 
o ☐ Project design 
o ☐ Irrigation Water Management Plan (for on farm sprinkler systems) 
o ☐ Construct management 
o ☐ Partner coordination 
o Other: (Please be specific) 

 
• Does the Project water come from a valid water right or legal water source? 

o ☐ Yes 
o ☐ No 

 
• Project Summary: be specific about the existing irrigation/water system that is being 

upgraded or replaced. Please be specific about the new proposed system and your 
method of ensuring water savings. 
 

• Which water resource concern or public benefit does the project water savings address? 
(check all that apply): 

o ☐Instream flow protection or enhancement 
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o ☐Water quality protection or enhancement 
o ☐Mitigation of a drought vulnerability 
o ☐ Improving productivity or profitability on lands under threat of conversion to 

non-agricultural uses 
o ☐ Flow and/or water supply retiming 

• How will you monitor the measurable project accomplishments? 
 

• What planning considerations will you take in the design of this project to accommodate 
for anticipated climate change impacts? 
 

• Does this project directly or indirectly serve or benefit any overburdened or underserved 
populations? 
Definitions: 

o Overburdened: (communi�es) Minority, low-income, tribal, or indigenous 
populations or geographic locations in the United States that often experience 
disproportionate environmental harms and risks. This disproportionality can be 
the result of greater vulnerability to environmental hazards, lack of opportunity for 
public participation, or other factors. Increased vulnerability may be attributable to 
an accumulation of negative or lack of positive environmental, health, economic, 
or social conditions within these populations or places. The term describes 
situations where multiple factors, including both environmental and socio-
economic stressors, may act cumulatively to affect health and the environment 
and contribute to persistent environmental health disparities. 
 

o Underserved: Underserved Communities refers to populations sharing a 
particular characteristic, as well as geographic communities, that have been 
systematically denied a full opportunity to participate in aspects of economic, 
social, and civic life, as exemplified by the list in the preceding definition of 
"equity." (USDA, NRCS) 

 
• Does the irrigator/recipient own the property on which the project is located?  

o Yes 
o No 

 
• Will this project leverage a source of funds or match other than Irrigation Efficiencies 

program funding? 
 

• Will the district or recipient, in the planning, development or implementation of this 
project, partnering with local stakeholders, organizations, or Tribes? 
 

Financial Assistance Questions 

• Project Name 

• Cooperator Name 

• CPDS # 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/priorities/equity
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• Did the CD already apply for project specific TA for this project? 

• Will this financial assistance be cost share or DIP (District Implemented Project)? *If it is 
DIP, please consult with the SCC Program Manager prior to submitting this application. 

• Are their matching funds or in-kind associated with this project? Can you describe its 
source and partnership involved. 

• Project Type 

o ☐ On Farm 

o ☐ Conveyance, purveyor, water delivery to farm 

• Project water comes from a valid water right or legal source?  

o ☐ Yes 

o ☐ No 

• Please provide a project summary to describe how you will utilize the funding pursuant 
to the Irrigation Efficiencies Program Guidelines, linked at the top of this form. Please 
include Best Management Practices as listed in CPDS and how they contribute to the 
savings of water. Please describe in some detail the existing irrigation system and/or 
water use. Then describe the new proposed system and how it will save water for other 
users. 

• Total Funding Requested 

• Funding requested broken down my BMP. This section allows for you to type in the 
Conservation Practice Code from NRCS and practice name. Then enter the amount 
being requested for that BMP. If you have two BMPs that are identical, please use 
separate listings for each.  

• Enter the anticipated construction start date. (this is for program planning purposes only) 

• Enter the anticipated completion date. (also for planning purposes for the program) 

• Which water resource concern or public benefit does the project water savings address? 
If you have any questions about this section, please contact the program manager for a 
discussion. (check all that apply): 

o ☐ Instream flow protection or enhancement 

o ☐ Water quality protection or enhancement 

o ☐ Mitigation of a drought vulnerability 

o ☐ Improving productivity or profitability on lands under threat of conversion to 
non-agricultural uses 

o ☐ Flow and/or water supply retiming 

• How much water will this project save once implemented? 
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Please determine the rate of flow savings. This is how fast/much is being diverted or 
withdrawn at any given time. As an example, lowering pressure can lower the amount 
flowing to the field at any given time. 

o ☐ Gallons per minute, or  

o ☐ Cubic feet per second,  

Please determine the amount of total volume savings added up through the season. 
Using the example above, lowering pressure can reduce the flow of water onto the 
property at a given time. If you irrigate for the same length of time, reduced flow would 
equate to an overall reduction in the amount of water delivered to the field through the 
growing season.  

o ☐ Acre feet per year, or 

o ☐ Acre inches per year 

• What measurable accomplishments are anticipated from this project? Did it save water 
that will be left instream? Did it create drought resiliency on a field because it reduces 
the amount needed to grow the crop? How many acres were treated? Is the cooperator 
new to district programs? A veteran? Etcetera. 

• How do you propose to monitor the measurable accomplishments for this funding? 

• What planning considerations have you taken in the design of this project to 
accommodate for anticipated climate change impacts? 

• Does this project directly or indirectly serve or benefit any overburdened or underserved 
populations? 

Definitions: 

o Overburdened: (communities) Minority, low-income, tribal, or indigenous 
populations or geographic locations in the United States that often experience 
disproportionate environmental harms and risks. This disproportionality can be 
the result of greater vulnerability to environmental hazards, lack of opportunity for 
public participation, or other factors. Increased vulnerability may be attributable to 
an accumulation of negative or lack of positive environmental, health, economic, 
or social conditions within these populations or places. The term describes 
situations where multiple factors, including both environmental and socio-
economic stressors, may act cumulatively to affect health and the environment 
and contribute to persistent environmental health disparities. 

 

o Underserved: Underserved Communities refers to populations sharing a 
particular characteristic, as well as geographic communities, that have been 
systematically denied a full opportunity to participate in aspects of economic, 
social, and civic life, as exemplified by the list in the preceding definition of 
"equity." (USDA, NRCS) 

 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/priorities/equity
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• Is this project the first IEGP implemented with district assistance to this irrigator or on 
this property? 

o ☐ Yes 

o ☐ No 

• Does the irrigator/recipient own the property on which the project is located?  

• Is the district or recipient, in the planning, development or implementation of this project, 
partnering with local stakeholders, organizations, or Tribes? 

• Generally, do you have other input for this project that we should be aware of? We’d also 
like to hear how we might be able to better serve your district water conservation 
programming or your project? Could the application use some modification? Could we 
word something better or differently?  

 

 

 


