
Meeting Minutes 
March 16, 2023 

Approved May 18, 2023 
 

Regular Business Meeting ~  
 
The Washington State Conservation Commission (Commission/SCC) met virtually as well as in-
person on Thursday, March 16, 2023 in Everett, Washington. Chairman Daryl Williams called the 
meeting to order at 8:36 a.m.  
 
Note: All meeting materials can be found on our meetings webpage. You will find the meeting 
packet with background information, presentations and past meeting information. 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT COMMISSION STAFF PRESENT 
Daryl Williams, Chairman, Governor Appointee  
Larry Cochran, Vice-Chairman, elected eastern 
region rep.  
Cherie Kearney, Governor Appointee 
David Giglio, Department of Ecology  
Dean Longrie, Elected west region rep  
Harold Crose, Elected central region rep (online)  
Jim Kropf, Washington State University (online) 
Mike Mumford, Washington Association of 
Conservation Districts (online) 
Perry Beale, Department of Agriculture   
Terra Rentz, Department of Natural Resources 
      
Quorum present. 

Christopher Pettit, Executive Director 
Alicia McClendon, Administrative Assistant 
Jean Fike, Northwest Regional Manager 
Kaisha Walker, Administrative Assistant 
Kate Delevan, Office of Farmland Preservation 
Lori Gonzalez, Executive Assistant 
Mike Baden¸ North Central/Northeast Regional 
Manager 
Paige DeChambeau, Communications Director 
Ron Shultz, Policy Director (online) 
Sarah Groth, Director of Accounting & Budget 
Shana Joy, District Operations Manager 
 

 
PARTNERS REPRESENTED GUESTS ATTENDED 
David Rose, Natural Resources of Conservation Service 
Doug Rushton, National Association of Conservation Districts 
Mike Kuttel Jr., Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Nick Vira, NRCS Partnership Liaison  
Jan Thomas, Center for Technical Development (online) 
Tom Salzer, WA Association of Conservation Districts 
Karen Zirkle, Dept of Natural Resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please see “Attachment A” for full 
list of attendees. 

https://www.scc.wa.gov/commission-meetings


Chairman Williams called meeting to order at 8:36am and began with introductions. 

Executive Director Pettit requests an addition to the consent agenda to add “Approval for 
Executive Director or Designee and up to two Commissioners to attend Puget Sound on the 
Hill”. 

Opened the meeting with a Tribal Welcome Song from Tulalip tribal members. 

Presentation from Kurt Nelson regarding Tulalip tribe’s priorities. 

Presentation from Charlotte Scofield regarding Stillaguamish tribe’s priorities. 

Comments made by Linda Lyshall from Snohomish Conservation District 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Draft January 19, 2023 Business Meeting Minutes 
Motion by Commissioner Kearney to approve the January 19, 2023 draft business meeting 
minutes. Seconded by Commissioner Longrie. Motion passed. 
 
Out of state travel (added agenda item) 
Motion by Commissioner Cochran to approve the Executive Director or Designee, and up to 
two Commissioners to attend the 2023 Puget Sound Day on the Hill, organized by the Puget 
Sound Partnership and the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission in WA DC, May 8-11, 
2023. Seconded by Commissioner Longrie. Motion passed. 
 
COMMISSION OPERATIONS 
SCC Administrative Policy Committee 
Motion by Commissioner Longrie to adopt policies 1-4, and the process for submitting a 
complaint as presented in the March 16, 2023 SCC meeting packet. Seconded by 
Commissioner Giglio. Motion passed.  
 
Professional Engineering Program Guidelines – Draft 
Motion by Commissioner Rentz to approve sending the draft Professional Engineering Grant 
Guidelines out to conservation districts for a review and comment period. Seconded by 
Commissioner Longrie. Motion passed. 
 
 
 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psdoth.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKWalker%40scc.wa.gov%7Cda508b80ccc7432bc90308db240dc115%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638143413710130062%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qvd4VfYTTStrG%2BYurLuQGMhbr%2BRd9cWONNCx%2F%2FvmBYc%3D&reserved=0


Natural Resource Investments Program Guidelines Revisions 
Motion by Commissioner Cochran to approve sending out the draft revised NRI guidelines to 
conservation districts for a review and comment period. Seconded by Commissioner Beale. 
Motion passed. 
 

BUDGET & FINANCE 
Grants & Contract Procedure Manual Updates 
Motion by Commissioner Longrie to approve the revised draft Grants and Contracts Policy 
and Procedure Manual as listed in the March 16, 2023 meeting packet for a review and 
comment period. Seconded by Commissioner Beale. Motion passed. 
 
Fiscal Year 2023 Year End Funding and Timeline 
Motion by Commissioner Longrie to review and approve the proposed Fiscal Year 2023 Year 
End Funding Timeline and process to award operating funding IF any funding is available. If 
the final fund balance is identified earlier than the timeline, the executive committee will 
authorize the Executive Director to approve the final list of submissions. Seconded by 
Commissioner Kearney. Motion passed. 
 
Proposed Fiscal Year 2023 Year End Funding Timeline 

• March 16, 2023: present the commissioners with the timeline and request approval of  
timeline & process 
• April 6, 2023: Send the form out to districts 
• April 28, 2023: Form due back to SCC 
• May 1– 5, 2023: SCC fiscal staff to compile and roll up the submissions 
• May 8-10, 2023: SCC fiscal staff & RM’s will review submissions and pull together 

recommendations for final action at the May 18, 2023 commission meeting 
 
WACD Contract 
Motion by Commissioner Cochran to approve the request for SCC Executive Director to work 
with WACD Executive Director to develop a scope of work. The tasks would include support 
for the annual meeting in December, preparation for fly-in meeting in concert with NACD 
and supervisor development and other smaller tasks as identified. The final amount of the 
contract and draft contract would be approved at the May 18, 2023 commission meeting. 
Seconded by Commissioner Longrie. Motion passed. 
 
 
 
 
 



DISTRICT OPERATIONS 
Grays Harbor CD Annexation of City of Aberdeen 
Motion by Commissioner Longrie approve the petition for inclusion of the City of Aberdeen 
within the boundaries of the Grays Harbor Conservation District. Seconded by Commissioner 
Beale. Motion passed. 
 

POLICY & PROGRAMS 
FPLA Beaver Valley Farm Authorization 
Motion by Commissioner Beale to accept the FPLA Work Group’s recommendation regarding 
Jefferson Land Trust’s Beaver Valley Farm application. The Conservation Commission 
approves up to $345,000 in FPLA funding for the acquisition of an agricultural conservation 
easement on the Beaver Valley Farm by Jefferson Land Trust. The Conservation Commission 
authorizes its Executive Director to sign the conservation easement as a third-party 
beneficiary. Seconded by Commissioner Longrie. Motion passed. 
 
Informational only items from the agenda were discussed. 
 
Chairman Williams called for a break at 1:29pm, and called to return at 1:45pm to resume for 
executive session. 

COMMISSION OPERATIONS 
Executive Session pursuant to RCW 42.30.110: (1)(f) to receive and evaluate complaints 
brought against a public employee, (1)(g) to evaluate the performance of a public employee, 
and (1)(i) to give notice of discussion with legal counsel. 
Executive Session began at 1:46pm with Commission Members, Executive Director, HR 
representative, and an Attorney General only. Announcement for the public to return at 
2:45pm. 

Public session called back at 2:45pm to request additional time for Executive Session. Request 
of 45 more minutes. 

Public session called back at 3:45pm to request additional time for Executive Session. Public 
meeting called back at 4:15pm. 

 



Motion by Commissioner Longrie to terminate SCC Executive Director, Chris Pettit, effective 
immediately. Seconded by Commissioner Kearney. Motion carries.  

Commissioners Rentz and Commissioner Cochran opposed.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Longrie to request Kirk Robinson to serve as interim Executive 
Director with final decision no later than Friday, March 24, 2023. Should that offer not be 
accepted, the Commission shall convene with a special session. Until a decision is made, or 
March 24, 2023, whichever sooner, Ron Shultz will act as interim SCC Executive Director. 
Seconded by Commissioner Beale. Motion passed. 

Commissioner Cochran abstained. Commissioner Mumford opposed. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:29pm. 


