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Treaty of Point Elliott (1855)

Treaty of Point Elliott
January 22, 1855

ARTICLE 5.
The right of taking fish at usual and accustomed 
grounds and stations is further secured to said 
Indians in common with all citizens of the Territory, 
and of erecting temporary houses for the purpose of 
curing, together with the privilege of hunting and 
gathering roots and berries on open and unclaimed 
lands. 

1855 Treaty of Point Elliott ceded territories 
(approx. area in pink)





Environmental Departments Mission:
Preserve, protect, and restore treaty-reserved 
natural resources within the Tribes “Usual and 
Accustomed” area.





Habitat Loss
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Populations



Restoration and Conservation 
Focus

(Based on BAS, modeling, staff and traditional knowledge)
Barrier removal
Floodplain reconnection and restoration
Estuary reconnection and restoration
Stream, river and wetland restoration



Restoration and Conservation Approach

Connectivity
Longitudinal and Lateral Floodplain Connectivity

Scale
Large scale, measurably increase capacity and allow for long term 

natural processes to function.

Natural Processes
Allow natural processes (e.g., erosion, deposition, wood 

recruitment) to create habitat.

Resiliency
Increase resiliency by habitat diversification through increasing 

access, connectivity, and complexity.



Restoration and Conservation Projects
(We are sponsoring or have involvement)



Restoration and Conservation Projects
Completed and Planned Projects





• Removed water diversion dam with sub-standard fish 
ladder in 2020

• Impeded access to over 37 MILES
• >1/3 mainstem length

• Benefits Chinook, coho, steelhead and other salmonids 

Pilchuck River Dam Removal







Pilchuck Dam Removal - Before and After 



Chinook Spawning in Upper Pilchuck





Qwuloolt Project Purpose

“The quality and quantity of rearing habitat in the nearshore, 
estuary, and mainstem rivers is the primary factor limiting Chinook 
and bull trout char.”  2005 Snohomish Basin Salmon Recovery Plan

• Restoration of critical habitat 
for salmon rearing and staging

• Chinook escapement goals 
well below recovery targets

• Improve fish passage to 16 
miles of upstream spawning 
and rearing habitat

0

10000

20000

30000

40000

50000

60000

Snohomish Chinook

Escapement Total Mortality

Planning Target Range





Qwuloolt Restoration Actions

354 acres of wetland 
restoration 



2017 2019

Qwuloolt Vegetation Monitoring



Average juvenile Chinook salmon density (2016 – 2019) for the 
Qwuloolt site (Inside) and adjacent reference sites by month. 
(Error bars represent standard errors.) 



Changes in Avian Foraging Guilds

Examples of Avian Food Type Foraging Method:

Carnivore: Vertebrates, Ex: Red-tailed Hawk, Glaucous-winged Gull

Granivore: Nuts, Ex: Mallard, Wood Duck, Green-winged Teal, Purple Finch

Herbivore: Plants (leaves, stems, roots), Ex: American Robin, Canada Goose

Insectivore: Insects, Ex: Barn Swallow, Least Sandpiper, Marsh Wren

D
ike Breached

Omnivore: Variety of foods including both animal and plant goods (less common),

Ex: Northern Pintail, Red-winged Blackbird

Piscivore: Fish, Ex: Great Blue Heron, Belted Kingfisher

Vermivore: Sandworms, earthworms, Ex: Wilson’s Snipe,

(De Graaf, R.M., Tilghman, N.G. & Anderson, S.H. Environmental Management (1985) 9: 493.)



Image Provided by Snohomish County









Pilchuck River Enhancement Projects



Holy Cross Project



South Fork Tolt River LWD Placement

Large Woody Debris Enhancement Projects





Tulalip Beaver Project







Stream Restoration Projects

Haberzetle

Greenwood Cr.



Riparian Rehabilitation 
Projects



Questions?

nr.tulaliptribes.com
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