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CD Demand for Conservation Easement 

Programming 

• Survey results

• Information only item

• See page 38 of packet for survey results 
handout





• Goal I: The SCC is a trusted and knowledgeable 
partner in advancing working lands protection and 
agricultural viability across Washington.

• Goal II: Working lands are available for future 
generations.

• Goal III: Increase and maintain water supply for 
agriculture.

• Goal IV: Promote policy and funding to support 
farmland preservation and economic viability as part 
of the food system.

Agricultural and Working Lands Viability 
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Survey Methodology

Purpose

 The purpose of the analysis is to help the 
Washington State Conservation 
Commission (SCC) and the Office of 
Farmland Preservation (OFP) assess 
conservation district interest in 
conservation easements.

Purpose



Survey Methodology

Method

 Conservation district supervisors and staff 
responded to a series of questions via an 
electronic survey. 

 The survey included questions on general 
conservation easements and on agricultural 
conservation easementsMethod



Survey Methodology

Response Rate

 OFP sent the survey via GovDelivery to all 
45 conservation districts (CDs). 

 43 CD staff or supervisors responded. 

 The responses represent 33 CDs.

Response 
Rate



Key Findings on General Easements

 22 CDs have conservation 
easements in their long-range 
plan and reported landowners 
contact the district for help with 
conservation easements.

 The majority of CDs do not hold 
conservation easements 
currently and the majority 
stated either they do not want 
to hold easements in the future 
or they are not sure if they want 
to hold easements in the future.



Conservation Easement Priority Level

 CDs prioritized conservation easements at varying levels of 
importance. None stated they are “not at all important.”



Familiarity with Conservation Easements

 Staff and supervisor familiarity 
with conservation easements 
is varied.

 Respondents stated a slightly 
higher level of familiarity with 
agricultural conservation 
easements than with general 
conservation easements. 



Desire for more training and resources

Training Needed 

 More than 80% of respondents indicated they 
are interested in a training on conservation 
easements. 

 There is strong interest in all topic options 
(general information, agricultural easements, 
partnership opportunities, and SCC resources). 
Agricultural conservation easements received 
the most interest. 

 Recognition this work takes specific staff 
expertise and significant time.

 One district proposed the idea of hosting a 
liaison to facilitate easements across multiple 
counties.



Importance of Partnership

 Partnership is a key opportunity for CDs. Several districts reported 
they partner with land trusts and county governments and stated that 
they value the partnership. 

 22 CDs reported there is a land trust or county government in their 
service area that holds agricultural conservation easements. 

 19 of the CDs reported they partner with an entity that holds 
agricultural conservation easements. 



Partnership on Agricultural Conservation 
Easements

Methods of partnership include: 

 Information sharing, the CD provides technical assistance 
during or after easement acquisition (e.g. farm plan or cost-
share programs);

 CD supports or coordinates outreach to landowners; 

 CD refers landowners to the easement holder; 

 Partnership established via RCPP; 

 District representative serves on a land trust advisory 
committee (1 response).



Challenges to Implementing Agricultural 
Conservation Easements

 CDs experience varying challenges related to protecting farmland 
through agricultural conservation easements. 

 The most common challenge listed was funding followed by staff 
capacity and expertise. 



Findings on Agricultural Conservation Easements

 Not enough funding for easement 
acquisition or funding programs are too 
complex (match requirements, process 
difficult to navigate) or funding timeline is 
too lengthy

 Lack of staff capacity and expertise
 Concern over long-term stewardship 

obligations (funding, liability, legal issues)
 Lack of partnership
 Lack of resources for education and 

outreach
 Lack of willing landowners: Easement 

values are perceived to be too low or 

easement timeline is perceived as too 
lengthy

 Existing programs don’t align with local 
needs (rangeland and shellfish properties)

 Lack of community support
 Concerns about perpetuity
 Concerns about the future viability of 

agriculture in the area
 Poor administration of easement funding 

programs
 Lack of tools to protect timberland
 Next generation farmers aren’t able to 

access land

Challenges identified by respondents include:



Next Steps

• OFP welcomes continued feedback from CDs 
on their needs

• OFP staff will continue to:
• Facilitate partnerships between CDs and other land 

conservation entities
• Provide CDs with one-on-one technical assistance
• Provide project management services on 

agricultural conservation easements

• OFP will seek to develop:
• Additional resources and training for CDs
• Additional funding sources for conservation 

easements



Contact

Kate Delavan , Office of Farmland Preservation (OFP)

p: 360-280-6486  | e: kdelavan@scc.wa.gov

Download the pdf of the results here. 

https://indd.adobe.com/view/69e81dde-3f8a-4832-8bb7-53216bedbe13
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