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SCC’s proposed Targeted Riparian Buffer 
Incentive Program 
• Goal: to maximize both riparian 

buffer width and length to create 
functional riparian corridors in 
prioritized streams.

• This envisioned SCC CREP-
complementary program would:
• Incentivize private landowners to 

plant riparian buffers on agricultural 
and non-agricultural land in targeted 
stream reaches, and 

• Further incentivize farmers enrolled 
in CREP to exceed FSA 180-foot 
maximum buffer width where 
possible



• Would take social science approach to learn 
what it takes to not only achieve voluntary 
participation but foster enthusiasm and 
support. 
• Engage landowners in the problem-solving process 

so they feel like they are part of the solution.

• A sense of ownership leads to continued 
appreciation and connection to the riparian 
habitat.

• Technical assistance from the CDs teaches 
landowners about long-term maintenance 
practices. 

• That connection and gained knowledge leads to 
continued stewardship and protection. 
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Technical Assistance and Targeted Riparian 
Buffer Incentive Program 
Examples of incentive approaches:
• Use one-time “bonus” when >50% of landowners – both CREP-eligible and 

those eligible for state program participate in a 5-mile reach (The “Family 
and Friends” plan).

• Focus on a stream with high CREP participation and use incentives with non-
participatory CREP-eligible and non-agricultural landowners to bolster 
participation to reach 70% threshold where biological response is achieved.

• Evaluate CREP-eligible salmon-bearing streams where participation is 
minimal or absent because the FSA soil rental rate is not competitive with 
net commodity values and determine how to incentivize the difference 
between the federal rental rate and net crop value in a one-time award.

• Provide an extra incentive to CREP participants to extend buffers to SPTH 
widths and to non-CREP participants to install SPTH buffers. 



• The SCC submitted a supplemental 
budget request for FY21 to begin 
work on pilot projects in priority 
reaches in western and eastern 
WA; however, this request was not 
funded. 

• The Skagit Watershed Council 
worked with the legislature secure 
proviso funding in the FY21-23 
biennium for the SCC to launch this 
pilot project to address the Lower 
Skagit Tributaries TDML. 
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The SCC’s proposed Targeted Riparian Buffer 
Incentive Program – Skagit pilot project 

Scope of Work thus far:

• Core team: SWC, SCD, SCC with support from 
riparian restoration team

• Collaboration & Coordination with Lower Skagit 
TMDL team

• Selection of high-priority stream reaches that need 
more riparian habitat in Hansen and Nookachamps 
Creeks

• Coordinated Resource Management (CRM) 
approach – local facilitator selected 

• Include monitoring to document effects on water 
temperature, etc. 

• Goal: produce a current research- and empirically-
based report on successes and challenges 

• FY23-25 budget request to implement  riparian 
habitat on based on incentives selected. 



Questions?

Contact: 

Alison Halpern, Ph.D.

Scientific Policy Advisor
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360-280-5556


