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2021 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

This was a long, 105-day session with the primary purpose 
to pass an operating and capital budget for the 2021-23 
biennium.

Several important bills of interest to the Commission and 
districts passed this session.

Details of the bills are still being reviewed.



2021 LEGISLATIVE SESSION RESULTS

2021-23 Operating Budget
Commission will receive full details tomorrow from Sarah.
Highlights of 2021-23 operating budget:
• Previous “Orca/Salmon” funding incorporated into base.
• New add of $2m for CTA.  Ongoing.
• New add $3m for fire recovery funding.  One time.
• Funding for Food Policy Forum work.
• Funding for soil health/SFF work through MTCA and 

Fed/other authority.
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2021 LEGISLATIVE SESSION RESULTS

2021-23 Capital Budget

Highlights:

• Same level funding for NRI.
• Reduced funding for shellfish.
• Reduced funding for CREP.
• Reduced funding for irrigation efficiencies.
• Met RCPP needs.
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Other Budget Items of Interest – Operating Budget:
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2021 LEGISLATIVE SESSION RESULTS

Bills of Interest Passing:

HB 1143   Walla Walla banked water to trust water.  Gov signed April 21.

2SHB 1168    DNR long-term forest health and reduction of wildfire dangers. 

E2SHB 1216   Concerning urban and community forestry.  House concurred in 
Senate amendments. 

E2SHB 1382    Streamlining the environmental permitting process for salmon 
recovery projects.

E2SSB 5126   Washington Climate Commitment Act.
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Bills of Interest Passing:

E2SSB 5141   Implementing the recommendations of the environmental justice 
task force. 

ESB 5220  Concerning taxation of salmon recovery grants.

SSB 5230  Concerning agreements for allocation of ground water resulting from 
BOR projects.

2SSB 5253   Implementing the recommendations of the pollinator health task 
force. 

SSB 5273   Concerning the replacement of shoreline armoring. 



2021 LEGISLATIVE SESSION REVIEW

Next Steps:

• SCC staff will be analyzing the bills passed and signed and distributing the 
results to all conservation districts.

• SCC staff will identify new work coming from legislation passed and signed.
• Commission will make decisions on funding allocations.
• SCC staff will, beginning July 1, begin implementation of funding allocations.
• Now to September 2021, development of supplemental budget requests.
• Now to December 2021, identify and develop any legislative policy requests.
• Through the interim, engage with legislator to discuss SCC and CD work.
• Work with CDs on possible legislative tours and legislator outreach.

Questions?



Thank you!

Contact: 
Ron Shultz
WSCC Policy Director
rshultz@scc.wa.gov
(360) 790-5994

mailto:rshultz@scc.wa.gov
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