Investment Portfolios
Designed With Your Future In Mind

Our Investment
Philosophy
Every investment decision we take
is made with our clients’ interests in
mind. That means we aim to deliver the
strongest long term returns according to
whatever level of risk you’re comfortable
with. We don’t invest in anything complex,
we never take unnecessary risks and we
always remember it’s your money we’re
investing. Putting our clients first is at the
centre of our investment philosophy.
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Our Investment Philosophy

People Come First
Think Long Term
All our investment decisions are made with the long-term
in mind, as we believe that is the best way to deliver strong
client returns. By long term we mean 5 years or more. A longterm focus encourages discipline, helps avoid making kneejerk decisions, and lowers costs due to reduced trading fees.
We believe time in the market, not timing the market, is the
best way to deliver strong long-term returns.

Diversify Well
We believe diversified portfolios can
produce excellent long-term returns while
reducing the risks of being too heavily
invested in a single area or fund. True
diversification means not everything in
a portfolio will be doing well at the same
time. Having said that, over-diversification
is not desirable as it can ‘water-down’
performance, make ongoing oversight
more challenging and add to costs.
Costs Matter
While costs are not the most important
thing in delivering strong long-term
returns, they do have a direct impact on
performance. Lower costs are preferred to
higher ones. Having said that, we would
be willing to invest in a higher-cost option
if we believed the long-term performance
potential would outweigh the
additional costs.
Keep It Simple
Investing shouldn’t be complicated. Like
many things in life, the simplest solution
is often the best. That’s why we prefer to
stick to the time-tested fundamentals of
investing and do them really well. This also
means we only invest in things we can
easily explain to you in plain English, free
of jargon and complexity.
Stay Disciplined
Keeping calm in the face of market
volatility ensures we never lose sight
of your long-term financial goals. We
will neither make knee-jerk reactions
to short-term events, nor try to predict
the unpredictable nature of markets.
Instead we believe staying disciplined
and sticking to your long-term investment
plan is the best thing we can do for
your wealth.

Invest For Good
We’re signatories of the United Nations Principles for
Responsible Investment, which is widely regarded
as the global standard for investing responsibly.
This shows our commitment to incorporating
environmental, social and governance (ESG) issues
into our investment practices, analysis and decisionmaking. As part of this we seek disclosure on ESG
issues from the funds we invest in, so you can be
confident that Skybound Wealth portfolios aren’t
only investing for growth, but are investing for
good as well.

Our Investment
Committee
The Skybound Wealth Management Investment
Team is an integral part of the service we provide
as a global financial planning company. Their
aim is to provide you with peace of mind by
constantly reviewing your investment portfolio,
while remaining focused on the long-term goals
of protecting and growing your wealth.

Meet Your Investment
Specialists & Support Team
Jonathon Curtis
Head of Investment Research
Jonathon oversees Skybound Wealth’s investment strategy for companywide assets of $1bn, and chairs our Investment Committee. He is responsible
for all our in-house research and portfolios. Based in Geneva, Jonathon is
on hand to support Skybound clients and advisers wherever they are in the
world. He holds the CFA Investment Management Certificate and is a Level
4-qualified financial planner.

Theodore Qi Shou
Skybound Group Chief Investment Officer
With a background in academia in China, Theo started his finance career
at HSBC in fund manager selection and portfolio construction. He also has
experience and success managing multi-asset portfolios for individual clients
and family offices. Theo’s worked in London, New York, Geneva and Hong
Kong, holds a Masters in Economics and is a CFA Charter holder and a CAIA
Charter holder.

Jabir Sardharwalla
Skybound Group Chief Investment Strategist
Jabir uses his decades of experience to provide economic and market
insights and views, as well as general investment guidance. Prior to joining
Skybound, he worked for Hasma Capital Advisors and Punter Southall
Financial Management as Chief Investment Officer. Jabir is a graduate of the
Warwick Business School and holds a degree in Accounting and an MBA.

Jaanvi Lachhwani & Nikita Maxwell
Investment Analysts
Based in our Dubai office, Jaanvi and Nikita provide vital support to
the investment team and advisers across the Skybound Group. This
includes fund research, portfolio construction and ensuring the day-today investment function runs smoothly. Jaanvi is passionate about ESG
(environmental, social and governance) investing. Nikita has a Masters in
Finance and is working towards CFA Charterholder status.

How The Committee
Works On Your Behalf
Our Investment Team has a really important role –
they create the portfolios your money is invested in
to help you achieve your long-term financials aims.
It’s not a responsibility they take lightly. That’s why
they spend countless hours analysing thousands of
funds, researching markets, and meeting with fund
managers to decide what to invest in. They also use
the scale of Skybound Wealth to negotiate access to
funds out-of-reach for many everyday investors and
lower-cost versions of funds. They also constantly
review the portfolios, and provide ongoing reports so
you can keep track of how they’re performing, and
any changes that have been made. This is all done
with the ultimate aim of delivering strong, long-term
returns. The Skybound Wealth Investment Team aims
to make your wealth work hard for you given how
hard you’ve worked for your wealth.

“Making your wealth work for
you and your family”

Portfolios
With Purpose
While some view investment portfolios as
simply a collection of funds investing in things
they hope will grow, we think there’s much more
to it than that. A portfolio should be greater than
the sum of its parts, so we blend different types
of funds that complement each other – some
will zig while others will zag. That means you’ll
be investing in different asset classes like shares
and bonds, in all regions across the globe
and in nearly every industry you can think of.
By investing in one of our professionally
managed investment portfolios, we take away
all the confusion, all the stress of knowing what
to buy and when to sell, and allow you to focus
on what’s really important – achieving your
financial goals.

“...we take away all the confusion, all the stress
of knowing what to buy and when to sell, and
allow you to focus on what’s really important
– achieving your financial goals.”

“All-weather’
portfolios, designed
for all market
conditions.”

Skybound
Investment
Portfolios
All our portfolios are designed to be robust and
well-diversified across asset classes, sectors and
geographical regions. The specific objectives of each
portfolio will vary according to the individual investors
aims and risk profiles, but they all seek to provide
strong long-term total returns while taking a sensible
and measured approach to risk.
These are ‘all-weather’ portfolios, designed for all
market conditions. That means we can stay focused
on the long term without having to shift your
portfolio around or react to short-term events.
The following three key principles are what we
believe set our model portfolios apart from others in
the international investment space.

Skybound Investment Portfolios

Three Key Principles
1. Quality Of Our Research
Investment research is far more than looking at past
performance. Before any fund is considered for our Model
Portfolios, Skybound’s Investment Research team undertake
a thorough review of the fund manager, it’s team of analysts,
their philosophy, the investment selection process, how they
are incentivised and what their long-term goals are.
Such things can’t be found on a fund factsheet or reporting
tool and can usually only be found out by speaking directly
with the fund manager. That’s why we’ll only add a fund to
your portfolio after we’ve had several meetings with the
fund team.

2. Higher Levels Of
Diversification
Diversification, or investing in a broad range of
different investments, is said to be the only free
lunch in investing. The more areas you invest in the
greater your chance of holding the top performers of
the future and the less your portfolio will suffer if any
areas go through a rough patch.
We make sure you’re invested across all the major
markets and industries to ensure your portfolio will
always be well-diversified.
Rather than trying to guess the impact of short term
economic events, our aim is to stay focused on the
long-term, as throughout history the global stock
market has continued to grow regardless of what
has been thrown at it.

3. Increased Focus On Costs
While costs are not the most important thing in
investing, they’re still important. All other things
equal, a lower cost portfolio will always perform better
than a higher cost one. Not only that, while market
performance can be unpredictable and is completely
out of our hands, we can control costs. That’s why
we’re placing more emphasis on keeping them down
by adding more low-cost passive funds and ETFs
(exchange-traded funds).

Risk Profile
The portfolios are split into five risk categories. The
main determining risk factor is equity exposure
– portfolios higher up the risk spectrum will have
a higher exposure to equities and vice versa. The
exposures of each portfolio will vary depending on
market returns, but are broadly set at;
Highest Risk

Higher Risk

Medium Risk

Lower Risk

Lowest Risk

Equities

97%

80%

60%

40%

20%

Bonds

0%

8%

22%

37%

52%

Alternatives

0%

9%

15%

20%

25%

Cash

3%

3%

3%

3%

3%

Currency
The portfolios are offered in four currencies– British
Pounds (GBP), US Dollars (USD), Euros (EUR) and
Swiss Francs (CHF).
We always seek to remove foreign currency
exposure in the bonds and alternatives portions
of the portfolios.

How Funds Are Selected
Funds aren’t looked at in isolation. How they
contribute to the overall portfolio objectives and
correlate with each other is just as important as
judging them on their own merits.
As we strive to provide well-diversified portfolios
across a range of sectors and geographies, we invest
in funds that are themselves well-diversified across
these areas. Therefore, most of the equity funds are
Global sector ones, which invest in stock markets
across the world rather than in one particular country.

Active Vs
Passive Funds
Actively managed funds are those run
by a fund manager with the support of a
team of analysts, who selectively invest in
companies, bonds or other assets to try
to beat their benchmark index. Passivelymanaged funds on the other hand are run
by a team who try to simply match their
benchmark index, usually by investing in
virtually all the constituents of the index
and in the same proportion.

We believe there is a place for both
active and passive funds within our
portfolios. Passive funds and ETFs are
useful for providing broad exposure and
keeping overall portfolio costs down.
Where managers have shown they can
consistently add value over and above
their higher costs, active funds are
useful for delivering potentially superior
performance. They can also help the
portfolios achieve specific objectives
where there may be a lack of passive
options, such as delivering a higher yield
or ESG requirements.

Example
Investment
Portfolio
Asset Allocation
52%

Equities
Company shares are expected to be the
main driver of your portfolio’s returns.

60%
Equity

8%

Small Cap Equities
Higher-risk smaller companies with
enhanced growth potential.

9%

Total Bond Market
Mostly secure government bonds, plus
other bond types, to help tame volatility.

13%

Corporate Bonds
Less volatile than equities and higher
return potential than government bonds.

A balanced approach, emphasising
the pursuit of long-term growth.
60% is invested in the stock
market, which is likely to be the
portfolio’s main growth driver. This
is blended with a mix of highquality bonds and some gold with
the aim of smoothing returns.

10%

Inflation-Linked Bonds
Lower volatility investments that rise in
line with inflation.

5%

Gold
Can provide inflation protection and tends
to perform well during extreme volatility.

3%

Cash
Covers all charges.

Benefits
To You
Reassurance
Your wealth is invested as as we do for ourselves
and our own families. We never forget that when
you invest with us it is always your money.
Expertise
We’ve provided investment advice for decades. Our
dedicated investment team use their knowledge
and skill to research and recommend investments
to suit you.
Access
With over $1bn of clients’ wealth under our care,
our scale gives you access to investments off-limits
to many and we negotiate lower fund costs on your
behalf.
Focus
Our disciplined investment approach helps you
stay focused on your long-term goals, so you can
ignore the noise of the markets and the media.
Support
We work tirelessly to provide you with the very
best investment solutions and the many Skybound
Wealth teams are all there to support you.

Securing Your Future.
Wherever You Are Today.
We exist to educate and guide you through the
important decisions required today, to ensure you
benefit from the freedom of tomorrow.

