Myhfe was alie ...
now gaps on my birth

certificate tell the truth
about my father
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TOM ROWLEY

A WOMAN who discovered
that she was conceived from
donor sperm has won a six-
year battle to have the name of
the man she thought was her
father removed from her birth
certificate.

Emma Cresswell, 26, still
does not know the 1dennty of
her biological father. And on
her new birth certificate,
where his name, occupation
and date of birth should be,
the boxes are blank. Her sur-
name, too, has been changed.

“It is not exactly an exciting
piece of paper to anyone else,”
she concedes, caretully laying
it on the coffee table in her
living room. “But to me, it is. It
is the truth. It is who I am.”

Until last year, the document
showed that her mother’s
partner at the time she was
born was her “father” - even
though he has no genetic ties
to her.

Now, she has become the
first donor-conceived Briton
to have her “father’s” name
struck off the certificate. She
has persuaded a court to order
a new form because she does
not share kinship with the
man named as her father.

It took six years for Miss
Cresswell, a paramedic, to
have the certificate changed,
and it was a highly personal
decision. But it has important
implications for the estimated
70,000 Britons conceived
using donated sperm or eggs,
whom Miss Cresswell hopes
may now be inspired to follow
her example.

The ruling is also likely to
reignite the debate about if,
and when, children should be
told they were artificially con-
ceived. Academics and profes-
sionals studying donor-con-
ceived children have seized
on the case to urge the Gov-
ernment to change birth cer-
tificates and include details of
the child’s genetic and legal
parentage to encourage par-
ents to be open with their chil-
dren about their origins.

Miss Cresswell is one of tri-
plets, born in Northampton in
April 1988. Her mother, Susan,
and her partner, Geoffrey
Faint, were unable to eonceive
naturally, but her mother was
desperate to have children.

The couple decided to undergo
artificial insemination, a treat-
ment where donated sperm is
inserted into the womb.

After eight months of unsuc-
cessful treatment, her mother
became p t, and Emma
and her two Erothers, Ben and
Daniel, were born. A month
later, her mother and Mr Faint
were listed on her birth certifi-
cate, but their relationship
deteriorated. From the time
they were toddlers until the
age of 13, she had little contact
with Mr Faint and was raised
by her mother.

Miss Cresswell believed that
he was her biological father,
began to see him again as a
teenager and moved in with
him later to be closer to her
college. Then, one night, she
discovered the truth. “In the
middle of an ar?unent, Geoff
decided to tell one of my
brothers and me that we were
actually donor-conceived and
that he wasn’t our father,” she
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‘It came as a
shock to us. We
had no inkling
as we grew up’

says. “It came as a shock to all
three of us. We had no 1dea or
as we grew up.”

The timing of the disclosure
— after her first day studying
paramedic science at Coventry
University — was “not ideal”.
“It tainted the beginning of

uni. [ was to make new
friends bu I had so much
going on.”

Her brothers adjusted to the

news, but she wanted to know
the donor’s identity, whether
the man she had thought of as
her father was telling the truth
and why he hadn’t told them
previously.

Miss Cresswell and her
brothers were born before the
Human Fertilisation and
Embryology Authority was
established in 1991, meaning
that she could not trace the
donor.

But she joined the National
DNA database, which will link
her with her donor if he ever
comes forward, or with half
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and she changed her surname

to her mother’s maiden name

within six months of his dis-
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“inquire about changing the
form, with no success. Eventu-
ally, however, she was intro-
duced to Dr Marilyn Craw-
shaw, an academic with an
interest in assisted reproduc-
tion, and Julia Feast, a
research consultant at the
Bnhsil:nd As;ociatxon ig_r Adﬂ;cgr-
tion ostering. Toge
they legal agmerce and
helped her prepare her case.
All assumed that it would be
longbattle and ﬂ\at,hemuse
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and Mr Faint submitted docu-
ments to Bristol county court
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she was conceived by artificial
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new document arrived.
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