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Save  a  Ch i ld ’ s  Hear t  (SACH)
was  founded in  1995  a t  the
Wol fson  Med ica l  Center  in
Ho lon ,  I s rae l  by  the  la te  
Dr .  Ami  Cohen  when  an
Eth iop ian  doctor  contacted  Dr .
Cohen  to  seek  he lp  w i th  two
ch i ld ren  in  desperate  need  o f
hear t  surgery .  Dr .  Cohen
rece ived  the  support  o f  Prof .
Ar ieh  Schachner ,  head  o f  o f
the  Ped ia t r i c  Card iac
Depar tment ,  and  approva l  was
g iven  to  commence  w i th  th i s
pro ject .
 
Today ,  we  a re  one  o f  I s rae l ’ s
l a rgest  human i ta r ian
organ izat ions ,  w i th  a  g loba l
miss ion  to  prov ide  l i fesav ing
card iac  care  to  ch i ld ren  who
suf fe r  f rom congen i ta l  and
acqu i red  hear t  defects  and
have  no  access  to  qua l i ty  care
in  the i r  nat ive  count r ies .

O u r  m i s s i o n
i s  to  improve  the  leve l
o f  ped ia t r i c  card iac
care  in  deve lop ing
count r ies  and  c reate
centers  o f  competence
around the  wor ld

that  every  ch i ld
deserves  the  best
medica l  t reatment
ava i l ab le  regard less  o f
nat iona l i ty ,  re l ig ion ,
co lor ,  gender  or
f inanc ia l  s ta tus .

b e c a u s e  w e
b e l i e v e



I n  January  2019  we  had  the  great  honor  o f  host ing  the  Pres ident  o f  the
State  o f  I s rae l ,  Reuven  'Ruv i '  R iv l in ,  a t  the  Wol fson  Med ica l  Center .  The
Pres ident  was  accompan ied  by  the  ambassadors  o f  Tanzan ia ,  E th iop ia ,
Zambia ,  Rwanda ,  Ghana ,  I vory  Coast ,  Cameroon ,  F rance ,  Germany ,
European  Un ion ,  Swi tzer land  and  Canada ,  as  we l l  as  by  Save  a  Ch i ld ' s
Hear t ' s  supporters  and  donors .  P res ident  R iv l in  and  the  respectab le
guests  met  some of  the  ch i ld ren  who were  be ing  t reated  by  Save  a
Ch i ld ' s  Hear t  and  the  doctors  who are  tak ing  par t  in  the  advanced
medica l  t ra in ing  program in  a l l  aspects  o f  ped ia t r i c  card io logy .  

T h e  Y e a r  B e g a n
with  a  v i s i t  f rom the  Pres ident  o f  the  State  o f  I s rae l ,  
Reuven  'Ruv i '  R iv l in .
 

W e  o f t e n  q u o t e  t h e  s a y i n g  " h e  w h o  s a v e s  a  s i n g l e  l i f e  i s  a s  i f  h e  h a s
s a v e d  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d . "  B e h i n d  e a c h  h e a r t  i s  n o t  j u s t  a  c h i l d ,  b u t  a

f a m i l y ,  f r i e n d s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  –  a  w h o l e  w o r l d . . . Y o u  k n o w  n o
b o r d e r s ,  n o  r a c e ,  n o  r e l i g i o n  a n d  n o  g e n d e r .  Y o u  g i v e  y o u r  h e a r t s

t o  c h i l d r e n  i n  n e e d .  I t  i s  n o  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  S a v e  a  C h i l d ' s  H e a r t  h a s
b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  U N .  D r .  A m i  C o h e n ,  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  S a v e  a

C h i l d ' s  H e a r t ,  d i e d  t r a g i c a l l y ,  b u t  y o u ,  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  s t a f f  a n d
v o l u n t e e r s  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  k e e p  h i s  m i s s i o n  a l i v e .

-  P res ident  o f  the  State  o f  I s rae l ,  Reuven  'Ruv i '  R iv l in



S i n c e  1 9 9 5
Save  a  Ch i ld ' s  Hear t  has  t reated  5350
ch i ld ren ,  f rom 62  count r ies ,  embarked  on
109 med ica l  m iss ions  abroad  to  sc reen ,
d iagnose  and  t reat  ch i ld ren  and  t ra ined  122
medica l  p ro fess iona l s  f rom 17  count r ies
around the  wor ld .



Take a bath

Take a bath

Take a bath

Afghanistan

Angola

Azerbaijan

Belarus

Burkina Faso

Burundi

Cameroon

P.R. of China

D.R. of Congo

Dominican Republic

East Timor

Ecuador

El Salvador

Eritrea

Ethiopia

Equatorial Guinea

Fiji

Gambia

Ghana

Haiti

0
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0

0

1

3

0

124
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1
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Honduras

Indonesia

Iraq

Ivory Coast

Jordan

Kazakhstan

Kenya

Kosovo

Liberia

Malawi

Mauritania

Moldova

Morocco

Myanmar

Nepal

Nigeria

Palestinian Authority

Panama

Peru

Philippines
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Romania

Russia

Rwanda

Rep. of Senegal

Sierra Leone

Solomon Islands

Somalia

Somaliland

Sri Lanka

St. Vincent

Sudan

Syria

Tajikistan

Tanzania & Zanzibar

Togo

Trinidad & Tobago

Uganda

Ukraine

Uzbekistan

Vietnam

Zambia

Zimbabwe

60

25

6

3

1

 

1

1

8

1

2

7

 

452

 

1

12

2

 

3

 

3

7

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4

 

60

 

 

1

15

 

 

 

 

 

 

2

 

 

 

1

 

95

 

 

1

 

 

 

1

36

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

117

 

 

 

 

 

 

6

23

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

60

1

 

2

 

 

 

1

 2 0 1 5 2 0 1 6 2 0 1 7 2 0 1 8 2 0 1 9

 

 

16

3

 

1

 

 

 

 

 

 

1

110

 

 

5

 

1

 

6

 

' 9 5 -
2 0 1 4countries

141

25

22

14

1

1

1

3

8

1

2

12

1

894

1

1

21

2

1

3

14

3

t o t a l

8



 

 

 

Save  a  Ch i ld ’ s  Hear t  reached i t s

 

count r ies  and  t reated  our     

.            ch i ld !    I n  one  year

a lone ,  the  vo lunteer  doctors

and  nurses  a t  the  Wol fson

Medica l  Center  in  Ho lon ,  I s rae l ,

sc reened                and   t reated

        ch i ld ren    su f fe r ing  f rom

l i fe - threaten ing  hear t   d i sease

f rom          d i f fe rent  count r ies .       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I n  add i t ion ,   i n te rnat iona l

med ica l  personne l  have  been

t ra in ing  w i th  the  Save  a  Ch i ld ' s

Hear t  team in  a l l  aspects  o f

ped ia t r i c  card iac  care  so  that

they  can  re turn  home and

bet ter  serve  the  needs  o f  the i r

loca l  popu la t ions .  

                                                   

Thanks  to  you ,  2019  has  been

our  most  success fu l  year  to

date !A l l  o f  us  a t  Save  a  Ch i ld ' s

Hear t  thank  you  for  be ing  our

par tners  in  th i s  l i fesav ing  work .

I n   2 0 1 9  
58th, 59th, 60th, 61st   

5 , 0 0 0 t h
 

1 , 4 1 7
3 8 3

1 5

7

1 4

62ndand
 

We a l so  embarked  on   

i n te rnat iona l  med ica l  m iss ions
abroad ,  inc lud ing  a  miss ion  to
Eth iop ia  to  support  Dr .  Yayu
Mekonnen  upon  h i s  re turn  to
Addis  Ababa   a f te r  spend ing
f ive  years  in  t ra in ing  in  I s rae l
and  18  months  a t  the  Roya l
Ch i ld ren ' s  Hosp i ta l  i n
Me lbourne ,  Aust ra l i a .  
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3 8 3  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  t r e a t e d  f r o m  1 6  c o u n t r i e s

1 4  d o c t o r s  w e r e  t r a i n e d  f r o m  5  c o u n t r i e s

7 1 3  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  s c r e e n e d  a n d  7 1  w e r e  t r e a t e d
o n  7  m i s s i o n s  a b r o a d



S a v e  a  C h i l d ' s  H e a r t  r e a c h e s  i t s
5 8 t h ,  5 9 t h ,  6 0 t h ,  6 1 s t  a n d  6 2 n d
c o u n t r i e s

D r .  Y a y u  r e t u r n s  t o  E t h i o p i a

I n   2012 ,  Dr .  Yayehy i rad  (Yayu)  Mekonnen  E j igu  began  a
f ive-year  ped ia t r i c  card iac  surgery  t ra in ing  program at  the
Wol fson  Med ica l  Center .  Dr .  Yayu  completed  h i s  t ra in ing  in
2017 ,  he  went  on  to  an  18  months  fe l lowsh ip  a t  the  Roya l
Ch i ld ren ’ s  Hosp i ta l  i n  Me lbourne ,  Aust ra l i a .  He  f ina l ly
re turned  to  Eth iop ia  in  May  2019  as  the  count ry ’ s  f i r s t
fu l l y - t ra ined  ped ia t r i c  card iac  surgeon .

In  February  o f  2019 ,  Save  a  Ch i ld ' s  Hear t  saved  the  l i fe  o f
th i r teen-year -o ld  H ikmatu l lo  f rom Ta j i k i s tan .  The  fo l lowing
month ,  we  t reated  our  f i r s t  pat ient ,  Av i ta ,  f rom Nepa l .  In
the  second ha l f  o f  2019  we t reated  Andy  f rom the  So lomon
Is lands ,  Husan  f rom Uzbek is tan  and  Lemos  f rom Ma lawi .

T h e  5 , 0 0 0 t h  c h i l d  i s  s a v e d
I n  February  o f  2019 ,  fo rmer  pat ient ,  Ba lk i s ,  a r r ived
at  the  annua l  SACH c l in ic  in  Zanz ibar  w i th  her
one-year -o ld  baby  daughter ,  Fatma .  Amaz ing ly ,  on
ar r iva l ,  Ba lk i s  was  recogn ized  as  a  SACH pat ient
who underwent  l i fesav ing  hear t  surgery  a t  the
Wol fson  Med ica l  Center  in  Ho lon  20  years  before .
Fatma was  subsequent ly  examined and  d iagnosed
wi th  the  exact  defect  that  her  mother  had
suf fe red  f rom and been  t reated  for .  There  i t  was
determined that  soon  Fatma wou ld  a l so  be  f lown
to  I s rae l  to  rece ive  the  l i fesav ing  medica l
procedure  she  needed .  Fatma i s  the  5 ,000th  ch i ld
to  be  t reated  by  Save  a  Ch i ld ' s  Hear t .

Thanks  to  the  in i t i a t ive  by  SACH Af r ica ' s
Pres ident ,  Ha im Ta ib ,  head  of  the  Menomadin
Foundat ion ,  a  memorandum of  unders tand ing  was
s igned between  SACH,  the  Menomadin  Foundat ion ,
and  the  Rwandan  Min i s t ry  o f  Hea l th  in  2018 ,  to
t reat  ch i ld ren  f rom Rwanda  in  I s rae l .    Dur ing  2019 ,
16  ch i ld ren ' s  l i ves  were  forever  changed as  the i r
hear t  cond i t ions  were  mended and  they  re turned
home hea l thy .

1 6  R w a n d a n  c h i l d r e n  t r e a t e d



A n n o u n c i n g  t h e  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
W a i s l i t z  S c h o l a r s h i p

On Wednesday ,  June  2 1 ,  2019 ,  we  ce lebrated
sav ing  the  l i ves  o f  more  than  2 ,000
Pa les t in ian  ch i ld ren  together  w i th  our
par tners  a t  the  European  Un ion .  For  the  past
15  years  the  EU has  generous ly  supported
our  Hear t  o f  the  Mat ter  program wi th  more
than  $US3 ,000,000 in  support  o f  our  be l ie f
that  by  mend ing  hear ts  we  are  actua l ly
bu i ld ing  br idges  wh i l s t  shar ing  knowledge
between  I s rae l i  and  Pa les t in ian  pract i t ioners
and creat ing  end less  encounters  between
Is rae l i s  and  Pa les t in ian  fami l i es  focus ing  on
the  common goa l  o f  improv ing  ped ia t r i c
card iac  care  for  Pa les t in ian  ch i ld ren .

S a v e  a  C h i l d ' s  H e a r t
c e l e b r a t e s  2 , 0 0 0  P a l e s t i n i a n
c h i l d r e n  s a v e d  a s  p a r t  o f
t h e  E U - s u p p o r t e d  ' H e a r t  o f
t h e  M a t t e r '  p r o g r a m

Long-s tand ing  Aust ra l i an  donor ,  ent repreneur
and ph i lanthrop is t ,  A lex  Wais l i t z ,  f rom the
Wais l i t z  Fami ly  Foundat ion ,  has  p ledged
$1 ,000 ,000 AUD to  be  donated  through The
Wais l i t z  Scho la rsh ip  Award ,  over  a  ten  year
per iod .  Through th i s  donat ion ,  the  knowledge
and exper ience  prov ided  to  the  doctors  in
t ra in ing  by  SACH in  I s rae l  w i l l  enab le  them to
save  many  more  l i ves .

T h a n k s  t o  S y l v a n  A d a m s ,
M e s s i  M e e t s  t h e  C h i l d r e n
o f  S a v e  a  C h i l d ’ s  H e a r t
I n  November ,  Sy lvan  Adams ,  one  o f
Save  a  Ch i ld ' s  Hear t ' s  most  generous
supporters ,  b rought  the  Argent ina  and
Uruguay  nat iona l  soccer  teams to
I s rae l  fo r  the  f i r s t  t ime  to  compete  in  a
spectacu la r  f r i end ly  match .  The  n ight
before  the  match ,  Sy lvan  hosted  a
spec ia l  meet  and  greet  between
internat iona l  footba l l  s ta r ,  L ione l
Mess i ,  and  some of  the  SACH ch i ld ren
undergo ing  t reatment  in  I s rae l .  The
incred ib le  exper ience ,  wh ich  garnered
internat iona l  a t tent ion ,  was  not  on ly  a
dream come t rue  for  the  ch i ld ren ,  but
notab ly  in t roduced the  work  o f  SACH
to  Mess i  and  h i s  teammates .



Supported  by  the  European  Un ion ,  the  Morn ingstar  Foundat ion ,  the
Wais l i t z  Fami ly  Foundat ion  and  the  I s rae l i  M in i s t ry  o f  Reg iona l
Cooperat ion ,  the  'Hear t  o f  the  Mat ter '  p rogram has  t ra ined  a  Pa les t in ian
medica l  team at  the  Wol fson  Med ica l  Center ,  conducted  seminars  fo r
Pa les t in ian  med ica l  personne l  and  prov ided  funds  for  Pa les t in ian
ch i ld ren ' s  care  in  I s rae l .
 
A  c r i t i ca l  p iece  o f  the  Hear t  o f  the  Mat ter  program i s  a  f ree ,  week ly
c l in ic  he ld  a t  the  Wol fson  Med ica l  Center  fo r  Pa les t in ian  ch i ld ren  to
undergo  card iac  examinat ions .  Each  week ,  approx imate ly  20-25
Pa les t in ian  ch i ld ren  a re  sc reened .
 
        Pa les t in ian  ch i ld ren  were  screened ,
       were  t reated ,
and      phys ic ians  were  t ra ined
in  2019 .

H E A R T  O F  T H E  M A T T E R  2 0 1 9

576
152

6



Ste l l a  M ihayo  Monge l lo ,  Tanzan ia
card io logy ,  began :  February  2019

I N  T R A I N I N G  2 0 1 9

Yared  Ag idew Awano ,  Eth iop ia
surgery ,  began :  May  2018

Rahe l  T i l ahun  Me laku ,  E th iop ia
anesthes ia ,  began :  May  2018

To lesa  Wakto la  Gemechu ,  Eth iop ia  
anesthes ia ,  began :  Nov  2015

Alex  Loth ,  Tanzan ia  
anesthes ia ,  began :  March  2019

Dav id  Peter  S i l ve i ra ,  Tanzan ia
surgery ,  began :  September  2016



Mudan iso  Kunan i  Z iwa ,  Zambia
surgery ,  began :  Dec  2018

Han i  Hamid ,  PA
anesthes ia ,  began :  Apr  2017

Adas  Abd E lkareem,  PA
surgery ,  began :  Mar  2012

Ahmed Zarour ,  PA
surgery ,  began :  Jan  2013

Muid  Hamad ,  PA
anesthes ia ,  began :  Apr i l  2015

Yasmin  Dawwas ,  Gaza
surgery ,  began :  Nov  2018

Abda l lah  Abu Zant ,  PA
rad io logy ,  began :  Aug 2018

Bonface  Ombaba  Osano ,  Kenya
card io logy ,  began :  May  2017



M I S S I O N S  2 0 1 9



A jo in t  German- I s rae l i -Tanzan ian  catheter izat ion  miss ion  was  he ld  a t  the  Jakaya  K ikweta
Card iac  Ins t i tu te  (JKCI )  in  Dar  es  Sa laam,  Tanzan ia ,  f rom January  17 th  to  January  24th ,  2019 .
Dr .  Sag i  Assa ,  sen ior  in tervent iona l  ped ia t r i c  card io log is t  l ed  the  miss ion  in  par tnersh ip  w i th
former-SACH-t ra inee ,  Dr .  Na iz  Ma jan i .  The  team of  I s rae l i  doctors  inc lud ing  Andrey  G luch ,
Ahmad Amar ,  SACH-t ra inee  To lesa  Wakto la  Gemechu ,  and  nurses ,  Svet lana  Katsov ich  and
E lena  Zhukov  worked  hand- in -hand wi th  par tners  f rom the  German Hear t  ins t i tu te  in  Ber l in ,
P rof .  Dr .  Fe l i x  Hermann Berger  and   Dr .  S tephan  N ico las  Schuber t  and  nurses  Anke  Skupch  and
Susanne  Barnebeck ,  as  we l l  as  Dr .  Godwin  Mbawala ,  i n te rvent iona l  ped ia t r i c  card io log is t  a t
the  JCKI  and   Dr .  Zhao  L i j i an ,  a  Ch inese  in tervent iona l  ped ia t r i c  card io log is t  who has  worked
at  the  JKCI  fo r  the  past  2  years  and  Tanzan ian  nurses  Rogers  K ibu la ,  Rydness  Murachan i ,
Keyness  Mng ’anya  and  Michae l  Lazaro  to  examine  29  and  t reat  2 1  ch i ld ren .  Th i s  miss ion  was  a
SACH Canada  funded pro ject .

F e b r u a r y :  Z a n z i b a r

J a n u a r y :  T a n z a n i a

A jo in t  e f for t  by  the  I s rae l i  and  loca l
Zanz ibar  med ica l  team succeeded on  an
annua l  miss ion  to  Zanz ibar ,  beg inn ing
February  14th ,  2019 ,  to  sc reen  397  ch i ld ren .
Dr  A lona  Raucher  Stern fe ld ,  Head of  Ped ia t r i c
Card io logy ,  l ed  the  miss ion ,  work ing  together
wi th  Yi fa t  Brosh ,  med ica l  techn ic ian ,  Nava
Gershon ,  Head Nurse  o f  the  Ped ia t r i c  Surg ica l
Depar tment  and  Tamar  Shap i ra ,  D i rector  o f
In ternat iona l  Re la t ions  and  PR ,  and  Debb ie
S i lver ,  a  SACH vo lunteer  and  board  member ,
to  examine  new and former  pat ients .

M a r c h :  S o u t h  S u d a n  
Dr .  Ak iva  Tami r ,  Save  a  Ch i ld ' s  Hear t
ped ia t r i c  card io log is t ,  and  I s rae l ' s
Ambassador  to  South  Sudan ,  Hanan  Goder ,
t rave led  a l l  the  way  to  A l  Sabbah  Ch i ld ren
Hosp i ta l  i n  South  Sudan  f rom March  4-5th ,
where  37  ch i ld ren  were  screened and
d iagnosed by  Dr .  Tami r  in  par tnersh ip  w i th
loca l  South  Sudanese  doctor ,  Dr .  Joseph .

The  I s rae l i  team worked hand- in -hand wi th
the  loca l  team f rom Zanz ibar  inc lud ing ,  Dr .
Omar  Su le iman who was  t ra ined  by  Save  a
Ch i ld ' s  Hear t  in  I s rae l ,  and  has  s ince  become
a key  par tner  o f  the  organ izat ion  in  Zanz ibar .
Th i s  miss ion  was  a  SACH Canada  pro ject .



Save  a  Ch i ld ’ s  Hear t  conducted  a  success fu l  Catheter izat ion  M iss ion  a t  the  Jakaya  K ikwete
Card iac  Ins t i tu te  (JKCI )  in  Tanzan ia  f rom the  27th  o f  May ,  to  the  2nd  of  June  2019 .  Th i s  was  a
jo in t  I s rae l i -Tanzan ian  e f for t  to  save  ch i ld ren ’ s  l i ves .  Representat ives  f rom SACH Canada
jo ined  the  miss ion  to  ass i s t  the  team and to  ga in  greater  unders tand ing  o f  the  work  per formed
by SACH and loca l  doctors .  Th i s  miss ion  was  car r ied  out  by  a  team of  10  med ica l  personne l
f rom Wol fson  Med ica l  Center  a longs ide  a  loca l  Tanzan ian  med ica l  team of  32  f rom JKCI .
Lead ing  the  I s rae l i  de legat ion  was  Dr .  Sag i  Assa ,  sen ior  in tervent iona l  ped ia t r i c  card io log is t
f rom the  Wol fson  Med ica l  Center  together  w i th  Save  a  Ch i ld ’ s  hear t  co- founder  and  sen ior
ped ia t r i c  card io log is t ,  Dr .  Ak iva  Tami r .  Other  team members  inc luded anesthet i s t ,  Dr .  Andrey
Gluch ,  ped ia t r i c  card io logy  res ident ,  Dr .  S ivan  A lkarat ,  ped ia t r i c ian ,  Dr .  Ad i  Pr i zan  Rav id ,
Head Cath  lab  Nurse ,  Svet lana  Katsov ich ,  Cath  lab  techn ic ian ,  Ta l  Se la ,  P ICU deputy  head
nurse  Rev i ta l  Cohen ,  as  we l l  as  P ICU nurses  E f im Fa ins te in  and  Po l ina  Pokrass .

M a y :  T a n z a n i a

A p r i l :  E t h i o p i a A p r i l :  Z a m b i a
On Apr i l  4 th  -  Apr i l  6 th ,  2019 ,  Save  a  Ch i ld ’ s
Sen ior  Ped ia t r i c  Card io log is t ,  Dr .  Han i ta  Sha i ,
Head Nurse  Nava  Gershon ,  SACH board
member ,  Kob i  L ivne ,  SACH US co-pres ident
Dr .  Je f f  Hof fman and  SACH Execut ive
Di rector  S imon F i sher ,  t rave led  to  Eth iop ia
and together  w i th  our  par tner  f rom the  B lack
L ion  Hosp i ta l ,  Dr .  E tsegenet  Ged lu ,  a
ped ia t r i c  card io log is t  who rece ived  advanced
tra in ing  in  I s rae l ,  sc reened 44 new and 15
former  pat ients .

Fo l lowing   the  miss ion  to  Eth iop ia ,  on  Apr i l
6 th-8th ,  2019 ,  the  team f lew to  Zambia  where
ped ia t r i c ian ,  Dr .  Agnes  Mta ja ,  and  ped ia t r i c
card io log is t ,  Dr .  John  Musuku ,  prepared
pat ients  for  the  c l in ic  a t  the  Un ivers i ty
Teach ing  Ch i ld ren ' s  Hosp i ta l  i n  Lusaka .  Once
on  the  ground ,  res ident  Dr .  Nawa Ka l ima
ass i s ted  Dr .  Sha i  and  Nurse  Gershon  to
screen  29  new and 1 1  fo rmer  pat ients .



Save  a  Ch i ld ’ s  Hear t  conducted  a  success fu l  surg ica l ,  ca theter izat ion ,  sc reen ing  and  t ra in ing
miss ion  a t  the  Ch i ld ren ’ s  Card iac  Center  in  Add is  Ababa  f rom November  17 th  -  November
23rd ,  2019 .  Th i s  was  a  jo in t  I s rae l i -Eth iop ian  e f for t  to  save  ch i ld ren ’ s  l i ves  and  to  support  the
Eth iop ian  team,  led  by  Dr .  Yayu  Mekonnen ,  who completed  f ive  years  o f  t ra in ing  in  I s rae l  and
recent ly  re turned  to  Eth iop ia  to  beg in  h i s  work  a t  the  Ch i ld ren ’ s  Card iac  Center .
Representat ives  f rom SACH US jo ined  the  miss ion  to  ass i s t  the  team and ga in  greater  ins ight
in to  the  work  per formed by  SACH and the i r  E th iop ian  par tners .  
 
Lead ing  the  I s rae l i  de legat ion  were  SACH co- founders  Dr .  Ak ina  Tami r  (card io logy)  and  Dr .
L ior  Sasson  (card iac  surgery) ,  as  we l l  as  Dr .  A lona  Raucher ,  Head of  Ped ia t r i c  Card io logy ,  Dr .
Sag i  Assa ,  Head of  Ped ia t r i c  In tervent iona l  Card io logy ,  Dr .  Rache l i  S ion  Sar id ,  Sen ior
Ped ia t r i c  In tens ive  Care  Spec ia l i s t  and  Dr .  Andrey  G luch ,  anesthet i s t .  Work ing  w i th  them were
head nurses  Nava  Gershon  (ped ia t r i c  surg ica l  depar tment) ,  Chaya  Musser i  ( surgery) ,  Svet lana
Katsov ich  ( invas ive  card io logy) ,  and  I rena  Nuso l  (P ICU) .  Dr .  Anat  Enge l ,  D i rector  o f  the
Wol fson  Med ica l  Center  a l so  jo ined  the  miss ion  for  severa l  days  to  exper ience  Save  a  Ch i ld ’ s
Hear t ’ s  g loba l  work ,  in  s i tu  and  f i r s t -hand .  she  was  warmly  we lcomed by  Dr .  He len  Befekadu ,
Med ica l  D i rector  and  Card iac  In tens iv i s t  a t  the  Card iac  Center .
 
The  Eth iop ian  team was  led  by  Dr .  Yayu  Mekonnen  who recent ly  re turned  to  Eth iop ia  a f te r  a
f ive-year  t ra in ing  program under  the  ausp ices  o f  Dr .  L io r  Sasson  a t  the  Wol fson  Med ica l
Center  and  1 .5  years  on  a  fe l lowsh ip  a t  the    Roya l  Ch i ld ren ' s  Hosp i ta l  i n  Me lbourne .  Dr .  Yayu
is  Eth iop ia ’ s  f i r s t -ever  fu l l y - t ra ined  ped ia t r i c  card iac  surgeon .  A l so  on  s ta f f  was  Dr .  Habtamu
Sime who completed  a  two-year  t ra in ing  program as  an  in tens iv i s t  w i th  Save  a  Ch i ld ’ s  Hear t .
 
Dur ing  the  8-day  miss ion ,  the  I s rae l i  and  Eth iop ian  med ica l  teams worked  together ,  teach ing ,
shar ing  sk i l l s  and  jo in t ly  sav ing  the  l i ves  o f  3 1  ch i ld ren  and  screened and  d iagnosed 107
ch i ld ren .  Th i s  miss ion  conc luded wi th  a  reun ion  event  w i th  more  than  100 former  SACH
pat ients  and  the i r  fami l i es  in  ce lebrat ion  o f  25  years  o f  jo in t  cooperat ion  and  more  than  700
Eth iop ian  ch i ld ren  t reated  dur ing  these  years .

N o v e m b e r :  E t h i o p i a

Ass i s t ing  the  I s rae l i  team was  Dr .  A lex  Loth  Ernest  and  Dr .  S te l l a  Monge l la ,  both  Tanzan ian
doctors  cur rent ly  complet ing  a  SACH Canada  led  two-year  out reach  t ra in ing  program in
ped ia t r i c  card iac  anesthes io logy  and  ped ia t r i c  card io logy  a t  the  Wol fson  Med ica l  Cent re .  Dr .
Loth  i s  be ing  mentored  throughout  h i s  anesthet ic  t ra in ing  by  Dr .  G luch .  Dur ing  the  week- long
miss ion ,  the  I s rae l i  and  Tanzan ian  med ica l  teams worked  together ,  teach ing ,  shar ing  sk i l l s
and  jo in t ly  sav ing  the  l i ves  o f  18  ch i ld ren  and  1  adu l t .Fur thermore ,  th i s  miss ion  saw the
unve i l ing  o f  a  new echo  mach ine ,  generous ly  donated  by  the  B l idner  Fami ly .  Th i s  miss ion  and
the  acqu i r ing  o f  the  echo  mach ine  were  pro jects  led  by  Save  a  Ch i ld ’ s  Hear t  Canada .



The  const ruct ion  o f  the  new 7- f loor  1 1 ,038  SQM Ch i ld ren ' s  Hosp i ta l  i s
progress ing .  The  externa l  she l l  has  been  completed .  Cur rent ly
ins ta l l a t ions  o f  the  w indows  and  cur ta in  wa l l s  a re  be ing  per formed ,
a f te r  wh ich  the  externa l  facade  covers  a re  to  be  ins ta l l ed .  The
interna l  const ruct ion  work  has  a l so  conc luded and  ins ta l l a t ions  o f
in f ras t ructure  and  f loor ing  a re  ongo ing  inc lud ing  work  on  suspended
ce i l ings  towards  the i r  c losure .  The  spec ia l  modu la r  wa l l  par t i t ion
room systems  for  the  operat ing  theaters  and  ped ia t r i c  In tens ive  Care
Un i t  have  been  ins ta l l ed .  A l l  the  carpent ry  work ,  doors ,  recept ion
desks  e tc .  a re  be ing  manufactured  in  the  factor ies ,  meanwhi le
ins ta l l a t ion  o f  doors  in  the  basement  operat ing  f loor  have  a l ready
begun .  Negot ia t ions  w i th  med ica l  equ ipment  compan ies  a re  in
advanced s tages  and  expected  to  be  f ina l i zed  in  the  next  coup le  o f
months .  A l l  negot ia t ions  a re  tak ing  p lace  together  w i th  Sare l  L td .  To
date ,  $48M of  the  $50M pro ject  has  been  ra i sed .  
 
The  bu i ld ing  i s  expected  to  be  ready  dur ing  the  second ha l f  o f  2020 .

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P e d i a t r i c
C a r d i a c  C e n t e r

a n d  S y l v a n  A d a m s
C h i l d r e n ’ s  H o s p i t a l

 



Y o u n g  L e a d e r s h i p  G r o u p s  a n d  V o l u n t e e r s

We welcomed 170  Young Leadersh ip  group v i s i t s  and  more  than  70
vo lunteers  f rom Aust ra l i a ,  Canada ,  Norway ,  Nether lands ,  Scot land ,  Un i ted
K ingdom,  Un i ted  States  o f  Amer ica ,  Mex ico ,  Braz i l ,  I nd ia ,  F rance ,  Russ ia ,  and
Sweden .

G r o u p s  a n d  
D e l e g a t i o n s

G i v e  Y o u r  
H e a r t  O u t

Give   Your   Heart   Out  i s  our  g loba l  young
leadersh ip  campa ign  to  ra i se  funds  to  save
l ives  in  the  month  o f  February .  Th i s  year ,
Save  a  Ch i ld ' s  Hear t  young leadersh ip
surpassed  our  $ 100 ,000 goa l ,  ra i s ing  more
than  $ 106 ,000 and reach ing  over  120
co l lege  campuses .

More  than  60 v i s i t s  o f  l eaders  f rom around
the  wor ld ,  MPs ,  congressmen ,  Knesset
members  and  po l i t i c ians ,  de legat ions  o f
journa l i s t s ,  op in ion  leaders ,  un ion  leaders ,
ce lebr i t i es  th rough A IPAC,  A IJAC,  C IJA ,  JCC ,
JNF ,  Jewish  Federat ions  and  more  came to
the  Ch i ld ren ' s  Home and hosp i ta l .



The  beg inn ing  o f  2019  saw spectacu la r  events  for  Save  a  Ch i ld ' s  Hear t  a round the  wor ld
inc lud ing ,  Symphony  o f  the  Hear t  concer ts  in  Te l  Av iv  and  Jerusa lem in  February ,  w i th  a
100 mus ic ian-phys ic ian  symphon ic  orchest ra  for  the  f i r s t  t ime  in  I s rae l  per forming  wi th
lead ing  I s rae l i  and  in ternat iona l  a r t i s t s ,  and  a  Wash ington  DC Ga la  honor ing  the
founders  o f  Save  a  Ch i ld ' s  Hear t  inc lud ing ,  Obad iah  &  De lores  Cohen ,  Mar ty  ZL , ”  Bar ry  &
L inda  Per l i s ,  as  we l l  as  Conn ie  Kamerow,  V iv ian  G .  Bass  and  K im Z immerman .  Save  a
Ch i ld ' s  Hear t  LA presented  a  spec ia l  benef i t  even ing  w i th  wor ld- renowned menta l i s t
L ior  Suchard  and  SACH UK and Swi tzer land  hosted  wor ld- renowned c lass ica l  p ian i s t
Evgeny  K iss in  who generous ly  donated  a  concer t ,  p lay ing  a t  Wigmore  Ha l l  i n  Cent ra l
London on  June  29th .  Save  a  Ch i ld ’ s  Hear t  Canada  hosted  an  insp i ra t iona l  even ing  w i th
guest  speakers  Masa i  U j i r i ,  P res ident  o f  the  Toronto  Raptors ,  and  Dr .  S te l l a  Monge l la ,
Ped ia t r i c  Card io log is t  in - t ra in ing ,  hosted  by  Lar ry  and  Judy  Tanenbaum.  Guests  had  an
opportun i ty  to  v iew and be  photographed wi th  the  Lar ry  O ’Br ien  NBA Championsh ip
Trophy .  
 
In  the  g lor ious  pr ivate  d in ing  fac i l i ty  o f  The  Dutchess ,  one  o f  Amsterdam’s  top
restaurants ,  SACH in  the  Nether lands  organ ized  a  fundra i s ing  d inner  for  40 guests ,  fu l l y
sponsored  by  the  res taurant ’ s  owners ,  Eeke  and  L i ran  Wizman .  Dur ing  the  d inner ,  the
co-creator/wr i te r/producer  o f  the  Net f l i x  se r ies ,  Fauda ,  Av i  I s sacharof f ,  shared  h i s
pass ion  for  SACH,  wh ich  he  v i s i ted  the  week  before .  Down Under ,  SACH Aust ra l i a  he ld
var ious  awarenss  and  fundra i s ing  events ,  amongst  them the  young Aust ra l i a  I s rae l
Chamber  o f  Commerce  event  w i th  SACH champion ,  A lex  Wais l i t z ,  who shared  h i s  un ique
journey  to  becoming  an  in ternat iona l ly  recogn ized  investor .  

W o r l d w i d e  E v e n t s



Israel
30.4%

govermental support
7.4%

2 0 1 9  F I N A N C I A L S

SUPPORT INCOME 2019

$ 5 , 0 9 0 , 6 3 5

SACH AFFILIATES
62.2%
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SACH ISRAEL
30.4%
 
 
GOVERNMENT
SUPPORT
7.4%

SACH Canada  $1,216,973
SACH US  $1,068,700
SACH Australia  $310,378
SACH UK  $262,504
SACH Holland  $199,500
SACH Switzerland $108,303

SASAS CHCHC IsIsI rsrs arar elele $1,54545 8,2,2, 77777

Govevev rere nrnr menene t Supupu pppp ororo t $376767 ,000



Medical Treatment  $2,610,603
Child Care  $383,457
Flights $213,291
Medical Training,  Outreach & Research  $386,233
Medical  Equipment  $227,372
Young Leadership  $64,429

Activities
82.8%

Total Administration Costs
9.8%

2 0 1 9  F I N A N C I A L S

ALLOCATION OF EXPENSES IN 2019

$ 5 , 0 0 3 , 3 3 3

ACTIVITIES
82.8%
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PR & MARKETING
7.4%
 
 
ADMINISTRATION
9.8%

PR & Marketing  $346,693

Admdmd inini istrtrt arar titit onono $4$4$ 61616 ,33333 4343
FiFiF nini ancicic nini g $309,92929 1



I N  T H E  P R E S S
Save  a  Ch i ld ' s  Hear t  was  featured  in  severa l  ma jor  pub l icat ions  in  2019 .

O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A

209K +

reach: 726,800

11K +

most likes: 1,479






