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18 - THE BOR~EO ~U~N, December 7,1985 

_ .,' Englishman Dovid ,Parkinson is know~ as one ofithe world's 
',: '." ' best animal catchers. RATAN KL"ER spoke to him in Koto . ' "'~.:.f4:"'" KinabOlu .where 'he is helping to sove 1he'.Su~~ran rhino 

Hold that rhino! 
~I 

,DAVID ParldD- ,''THERE-is on old so'ying that-any fool can ccrtch an 
8on~ w~o ~lates' animal. But, there 'is anot~er saying that if)yo.!-!want 
the ~ ~Pllgram, is to keep on animal alive, you had bettern~t let 'a fo,ol 
no 1.00' h . 1/' 

With • than' .200' cote 'It ~ ", . more ,',., 
~~~in~':' , 

~ngIishmaJt ~ ~ttbJngISWhat' Bumatra, ~ lie conservation in Sabah 
built up a ~putation you do after t6at." caught anJmalj.only jf -and wants to see the 

, of .... - "'rid" The capture ~ they -wereeventuaDy Sabah Rhino and WIld-
Q8 one. un:: 'WO S take a few Di1nutes' but returned to their ortgiJi- lJ!e COnservation Com­
best ,animal catchers !4r ParkIDson and b1s' al habitat. mlttee Riven time to 
w~ in bc)th Asia teamoteJgb,t t·.t,o 10 hel- "At1hemomentImn carryou"t its own pro-
andAfrlca. , ~ 'Wilt ~ With tile Jnterezrt.ed In the cap- Ject. " 
,RJa cWftCu1t to~. imtmal'for fOur or Dve ture,of~spe- Be W8S Jmpreaa~ , 

ate the mSld ge!ltlem8D months unto it Js C1es and the1l' ,propaga. With, the atatr: or the 
altttmc1DtrOnt or me aec11matl8ed to capttv- Uon _ at the aame. wfldllfe sec, "on or the 
'With '1iIB 1uDKle ~- lw. " time, ,the ,Pl9tection of ~ ",Department. 
tlonand It IsJl1MJIi1tMr, '!lbe unaasum1ng Mr thelruaturalhab1tat-, whomlie'm, letlntLUJUSt 
. ~ 49, deals Part1nsonJs11OmOdem that Is very lm~t; durtng' a .. br1ef B~ of' 
with -Qu1Cily.' " Versl.on or a ,hlg ,~ "There :is no p()1nt the I>anumVall~ on 

''''l'here ja-6J..miBunder- .hunter, ~'to capturing ami breeding the east &iae of the Se­
stan, dlngabOuttheClg)- -catcb1Dg.8D!malS:now them lft.1iere Is no place, gama River to sif,e up 
ture of: antmals." he the ~ has been si- to retumtbem at a la- the temUn and prob­
aa1d laat week while in leneeCl by conservation- ter stage, leDIB of getting rblnos 
8abah ror ,a rb!no' Jsta. ''Even -with the best out. ; rorum. "I don'tlUle catcb1ng will in the world, during "That study happened 

"People thinkanJma1 animals for .the sake 01 1henext 10 yeas· sever.. whlle the', Sabah Gov­
catchemareallhlgand It,''be.B81d,''1~ltis 1I1apeciesofWiidlifuwill emment-v."SS st.fll con· 
lllUIlCUlar.ln .fact;' It IS ~c that we have beCOme extinct." sidering. ,!whether to 
an conducted ·sc1entUl· ieaehed the point HiKb up on the dan· a~t the 1ntematton· 
cally, The captgle has' when we have to catch ~ lfat Is'the 8umatran al rescue c:ainpatgn; He 
to be done ~tIy," .an animal because It rbino,which sW lives .sald he ':found rhino .so, gentlY, in-fact, has 'become en- In isolated 1KlCkets of tracks 1n',tIle valley but 
thatMrParldnsontrles dangered. '. 8abah, and fs the focus mJ.gbt ~e six months 
never to use ro~ or ''I much ))refer ~d ofamUltt·m1l1ionciollar to 'bag the Dmt rhlno, 
touch the anbDsl by \lnIDl8lS to be left in International breeding After that he could 
hand. 'tbeIr, natural habitat cam~ catch on~ tor two a 

And the, capture, ' unmolested. We catch Vi P8rk1nson is ells· month. i 

which is the operation aDlmala ~use it 18 a ap])01nted that the Mr P8rk1nson is 
that RI1lbs the atten- necesa1ty. We try to 88bilh Government re- basedat'Pekan Bahru, 
tion, Is not the most catch·, them piofes. Jected the Dl8n. on the Buma1;ra. , building 
critical 'p$lt for' Mr BioiiaUY, , .:.. . sroun& lts' ~ traps for rhinos, 
Paddnson. Mr ParklDson. ~=-is woUld ,be taken over- Hesald ,the rIlIno had 
, "The ~p~, pr cUrector 'or, JlJleleld , 0 • seas for b~g. a hmile raJlP of about 

an1ma1B Is Qften not. tt~ 'roX' ,tJ1e'Soma But he Is pleaSed to 2~quare kllometres 
eYfm ,a problem. ~Rhlno 'Tru8t, bQII~' in Biid an awareness of t ; p was the only 

.' .. ." ' -'- -.,.~ way of catc4-

'~}~Jf~;" 

I ~:.,'~~:~~.:~~. and~, ..... e.~~,. "" 

"=~.:.:m:~~! 
COD8lataof.~ .' .~ 
~~,~~,,~ 

,When .. theitE',' ,,:,',0, ,.~wan. ders lnto the",. ..?Jt 
trtners . the', " 
wlUCh1all and::Jc)Ck:Jnto 
1JOS1Uozr 'lleCaW\lt ;the 
an1malscim~JUt 
th;,:~:;,:·".'~, 
loDger to set=::lR1Us' 
more eJr~v.4!e~.tulS,;;a 
careruD111ned,h~_, 

in th~lI~d:'-:to .. PPtd, " WI~ --wifb iiOOl'8~,. 
~:wl,:~~-., 
On~ caugbt,~.8r.: 

kinson's teaJii.:_vetf " 
its tents on to ~:; 
and'the.8DJmal JB'Dei'­
suaded Into apa4tfock. 
::::'~tJ:lB UnttU~ 18 

, "From'eXDerience 
you can teD'wlien:~ 
are ready to be moved,. , . 
said Mr Pal1dnson., . 

He prefers to ttlove 
them 'lD their boxcs'be­
cause 'they reJWU that; 
as home and .be .duet' 
not like helicopters.· ':oo 
. Mr 1"8J1WlIIOn'B 
career began in Kenya 
at his [ZocIlather'B game 
!arm m 1954 where he 
learned anhnal capture' 
and husbandry • 

B1s earllest memory 
or capture was being 
put on 8 home and told, 
to pUt a lassoo rouD" 
28 zeDrii. 

"I laBted about 300 
yards and fell off," he 
said. 
~ the next few yearS' 

he travened with trap­
pers, working his way 
up trom the bottom, ' 
cleaning out pens . 

"1 was lortunate to 
have worked with some or, thr ,'. cate-hers," 
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TALES OF TWO RHINO EXPERTS 
Bulletin, reporter Ratan Kler meets two experts who 
attended tlie Sumatroh Rhino Forum ih Kota Kinabalu last 
week 

11 Bring 'em· back alive 
DA\IiD Partdnaori's ~ 
~ as a bIG game! tf8p­
par earned JiIiii It bIaCe 
on the TV setle$ '1:oW­
I!9Ys In Afifc8", starfir1It 
CIfJ~~ traIiiod 
animals for the . serieS 
and also stood n liS Con­
-nonS' dOuble In animal 
Se.qt,leHce8. ' 

In· 1972, he was bade =.,:=="= ''l11e Btmred B~ In 
the Worfci". p~, 

AMniIIS have also 
'bean hIS IntroduCtfon to rn 1978 he became 
celebrities oh o1hetocca- consuJIant to untted 
Slcin8. In 1968, he .,ut up Stides I'IIIfOnaIre ~ 
Robert Ke!1J18dy's son, ROCIc~chWhO had a 
Joe, at his farri1 wttlSe the Wldllftt . In Tmms. 

~na:"~~ ~~~~ 
lea or1 animal capture. was u~ GOIJemor 0' 

EJRhada· is a loved .one 
MlCIlAELDeecarrtes tnaDll~~I,Y' )'ou With our.tnd1an rhinos 
the picture of 'El loved may asweIIl'Orget- ab-' because ,~~ ~ ..... ~ 
one around with him out ~Ing ttiem In = In ~y 

. in his wallet. csw::stY'matter' hoW BlB.ck. rhlnos," he saw. 
LotsoYpeopledQtilat ' mu~voureed .. l~1fltls . Modmeatlons Were 

- ,Mr Pee,- however t J E cl.. "" .. u+~~e qJue In tba'l DO e ~P.e!.i.~ et the . e ail hllppUY, 
ihe' 9i8~r his ~ :='~ Sml die of ~~an ~~ 
~~. da, ~ ~- ·"YoU bave 'to know whose characters are 
Rbada's picture is car- about U1e' rhinos phy- quite dI1rerent from 
rled in a leather wallet 81010111'- temperament; a1ack rblnos ·who are 
which. of "eowse, has a behaVIour, diet, ~', Wfrerentfrom white rhl-
rhino carve4 on the deslp 8Iid quallty or boa 'Rho are,~-
cover. . : DEE. I1fewtwthhBetlnancaPtlVitly 4lbly, dI1reten again 

Mr Dee likes rhinos. - ou that the frotn Sabah's Sumat-
'rh 't be too far, but he has "''''', rhlnohas no chance." ran variety. 

ere can hopeS or being ~-1na Mr nee says each But . not that ditfl!­
~:n;.,=P-!'\o ar:nug: chimee to lisitat . ~ oftblno "bn;~ In rent of course. Be 
more about r~than 13absh's own captive a cWrerent way and iiiiiiks he has leamed 
he does and e has ~'1t wog Pdl'Q81'llJDJPtie ..... heo·n_. one must know one's enough from hls other been looking rhl- wc __ rhinos and their ways thinos to be able to 
nos since he joined the ~.: we woUld Uke to In order to know how to make a helpfUl COD­
Los Arureles Zoo as a lena a hand:~ he says. .set them to breed. trlbUtlOD to the Sabah 
k~ i& =o'lrihe ,..-"I.' .. _tb_e_rhln_OS_are __ D_o_t __ "_w_e_h_B_d_p_ro_b_le_IDS __ pro_gramDl ___ e. ___ _ 

American world of zoos. 
~~~~a:e om:al r~~ 
Angeles and the "&pEt 

flte:In:~o:~ ~ 
United States. 

How he manages the 
species Isn't explaJned, 
but If he says It costS 
$U82oo0 a month to 
take care ()f just ODe 
rhino no-one would feel 
quallfted to dispute It. 
~=~!iPl:::e ----, .. -,--.. -..... _ .... " .. ---.,. 
be a baP.P~o; $2000 
sounds a 

"A rhino's ood con-

~~ o~3 :ea:J!tl£ 
:ach~=e~~~~. 
me?c:ns," he says. 

"The bulk of the diet 

~~=:a~Y~~~ 
pellets, salt, bydropo­
rue grass, bamboo and 
leaves." 

, Mr Dee was In Sabah 
to take part In a rhino 
semlnar and he is just 

~~~I~I~hands 
He has been breeding 

rhinos In Los Angeles 
and so far has proudly 
preaJded over tlieblrtbS 
Of elldlt black rblnos.l 
rour fnd1an rhinos ana 
one white rhino. 

The Sumatran· and 

~~a:e~~f~ the I 
des to ban,elUded~ 

, b'nrf..,. ,,.,,. ............ 0 .. 

- ~ - ~-
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R·· hi Th b·%/~\lT .. :,1 -.. . .. nos:. e., '{ht;er pr 10 17ttv:, 
"OTA KINABALU -To 
say the~ror"in1U Suo By JOE FERNANDEZ 
,7!DI,...,v is toda, "arrC!;· 

lionluJy' known lIS the S b . h d . 
Slbah .rhino, may not ,be '8 'a; . r OpS . 
accwptable to all - not WIth . 
cllrr~ilt perceptions ~hat . . 

;=t:!~r~~:~:,~~~~ u· S~:p1an·· fO'r 
But stilllor convenience, . I1 . . ; 

wc shaD "Ccno itauuc:h. . _ . , 

Toc.~monthsordet?ale '8 tl aeaJ' on' e on. tbe lSSueuurroundmg . . 
the rhino, IbeSabahSociety . , ' 
orlaniJed a Corum aimed at , ' . ' , 
givin: panicipants info"?1I- ThIS •. pr~posaJ mv~l~ 
lion ~n aI! "leVant ~pccts the ~pture of sev~l p~ 
of the rhino and to hear tb~ or rhlllM ~rolD tb~ reSlon 
eonaervatioD ·proposals iD $OlDeof~lcb ... e~lnt~n~ 
Malaysia.' .f4Il,~~ bm:.cbrtB ,ID ~. 

.~ . In tbe CNeIlt, beld on.N~. US. ,; ..... 
n. at ,the Yayaan Sabeb Or Murtcdu told· ~ 
mini lhqJre, pllrticipblts Corum that t~e SR W~.has 
SCl:med nol be gdting the de~lI!irs! Wllh IU prinCIpal 
-Cullinformation'souBhtoD ,.pn~I\Y In tbe shon.ccl1ll, 
local c:oDSCrvation plaIisaDd Wtts, .. programmel!llua-
und~JO,. " ~~tbc~a(etyofS~"s 

. . ,'. exJSiln& rhinos., , . 
~qUCSliolDf~m For thiJ the Com,iiiua: 

W rOOf .ns Or MlD1idta b I id d ba' 
Moba'awd..hC:id of itit ,. as a . o~ ," le,IUlI!:-
tCcbDblMili,or'Uic: Sibah ~un:s ~ cuiddiJ.lca ~o per-
RbiJlo :andlWiidiire Cciii~ pc:tuate and, mam~ the: 

eurr.:nt emphasis on censer­
mion'of alllhreate:ned spe­
cica in Sabab. 

He streued that tbe 
Committee must .t ,11 iimca 

. keep public int"reat It hean, 
wamlns . that ,wldlife re· 
sourcet should not be trans­
COfD1rd into 'privltt hob­
bies: 

In a developing country, 
he said, local conservation 
proJl'llllmes were nc:eessar­
i1y an 'inte~ ~arl of dr~l. 
opment' and. must Collow 
aplQ: withmodemisaticin: . 

'"This'is crui;iA' to promolC. 

~~':tJ}'hi ' " ,;', 
. ODi~tblDj;:I~-at~c;.mc· ';:':': e 
~~~Jroln' ".t.' "'~~. . 

F" 
\!i -. ~~ 

\~r.~ 
"',:ii,,,:~~~.,, ,/;;1 

·~~~t~~~;;tt~;;· ~ •. i~ tile U'nij~d' Si~tes bIO~~:" 
somed l.n ;t~';19JOl and. , 

.' a,lin in theSixtlcs'dactoa· . 
the direct. involvement 1If . sudden Iwaiencss of the 
locals in both ttic· planning' .imponaDct 'or."ildlite as a.: 
.nd impleme:ntation of pr~ nalional, herj~. '; '. . ' 
jec:ts for the long term sue:- Hes.~IIi\ldjinlfJCAt'Il.e . 
cess of any conservation' way, MaliiySia~ 'liu :,~wri~' 
effort. keDe:d to, the. ~balle(laes c,r· , 

Awareness p.resez:vins.eDd~~ac:n:d· s~ 

'Experience can be 'ob­
tained In only one way: "Tci 
take full responsibilily fo, 
tackling both pressing prob­
lems at hand and formulat­
ing planS for the future,' Dr 

• MU1Udu salet· . ' 
'. He nOlel·th.t pubUt.res. 
ponSeto icoilser\lltionefJ'ort$ 

~ca,,' ... 
'The SRWCC hudccidcd •. 

to respond to these Chll­
h;pge:s aDd to succeed, 

'As in developed counUic:&. 
such dcdicati.on ... . , 

Dr Mcntc'du> -oo"t'hc " )f, . . I... . 
SR.WCC-;~~·.,wiS th:al if 'OrA''KINABALY~ • tofaciUtatcimp\emtA-'''' . e. •• .' 

~Wat eeillit9beCtlUide Oue: clefUlite ocw:ome'.of the lion of comervatio~ 'Pro. '. plemet\~ed ,,,ylh~. capture of 
help it iIIlIto be "ram~e~ beat.surroun4iDa t~uma- l?Mtilts and ~~c:r.: of, 
bm.' ~"'.' . '!':;', ,Inn rhino i.ssw: is tha! lIle ·t«hnica' tnoiledF _0 '!:Ir 

He also ~c dcarthai I State: GovermDet'lt'~ up a within tbe State 
the: SR.WCCAw the·co~ llilh:kvelcommitteetoloolc .. to&itherrelevantdl ... 
se'rvati1Hi ofstbab rbinusas :. into. consenation ptu. • to proPose appropriate 
the mOSt urFbU.spcCt'or.: That commitltC ~~the Icgislationforthcprotection 
'b1'Oldd . tmlIcnac' tbat of'.": .sab&!! Rhino ud W'ddlife: ~d conservation of endan-I '1U1~'ihe s~rvlYat tII" . COllSCrvalion ComcDi~tCl: gercd animals . 
wbo1e ·of,·$abah'j·,·wildlife· (SRWCC) -.'ormed two • to ;raise Cunds Cor iu 
bcriUp::" !,'. >:.~ . ",:: "'j months a,o his drawn its ai:livities 
. . Wbile itrcaSlD, 1.ti&f:j;~i'-). pc:rimcten ~te:ndina'· k- • to'carry out educational 
si~btIp1*t~t·lJoiJ~~·;. ~nd rtainas. ,.r '.: worlC·tr.d 'propII.nda' for 
t'C.ititc.:d,bcHid.~a((m.'· ,''It lIas id~aed itsro~'at inSlrUding the plSblici'l.the: . 
lUiPrii to ,iDyiie .~~. bein, one of inculcariag.a bcsi methodi to adopt ~h 
~ .~ ~o'~I·!tr~ ~nst oC pvbtie rtsp~nsibil- Iltitudes ~d ·prin~ip'es 
.bytbcdn~ .. ioD&J~--: rty anlStmiocal.prid: t~ whemerp~ble.'. ;-.~. ., ...... 
• ¥i.U~·CDiirin~~... wards: t!le COlsseJ'VIJion or On the tecbnlcaHronltbe The'. SRtwCC's lCcluiical . 
, _.~ ~~!.~y . wilcll~e . aDd its' habitat. SRW~ plans to ~OUl commii~eCW:p'r:M,~ ; 
referi 'lO"(he-;S'II'ID~n- '---.amo~-4Ihas..-.... : ... '~j'J Ind .compile,tntor-" ZII Mohamld)siIIsoDe8nof 
·RhinQ:~",7!tf.b) the Its' c!1.her roJa inclUde:' mltion 'oiicibtl~ "rliiiios; ··· .. Scfetlcent the"Ga~P~"', 
~'.. lCin of. • to teek ways to prolect followed by protec;tlnaexlst. . Othe:t ItrateaicslclcntlrlCd 

',AI slIeb, to &u~rantee(bc 
fUlure of tbe Sab.II rhino'i, 
iuprimary purpO$e: !s.to 
cnate .. 'fu\lycooperati~' 
erron .~*&Cd on .sound ind 
tc!l.cd .co~atlon . prag. 
tlCc,~IIcAld.' • 

He ~dtcl that tlie build· _ 
il!' or lo.C.!.awar~ne .. , ' 
apcnisc,; <cxpc:r(tJlcc , and 
pride 'eon~ni1h~ Nahi:-
RI He:ritaae u an'indispcn' 

. sable part oftbe'S'R. WCC~ , 
cyrn:ni i:nd~yo~r.· .. 

"Savins the rblno,is 
finl and ~01t.prcssingm)1~ 
ter. it ,~ 

ZboIo~J>"b .Ni Acjua. the ihlnPs cd olhet end.n- in, !:onaervltiot'l areas. by the Cginmittee .re ·to 
'rlumr JAupa) f(blch had lercd wildlife .. Onc pilI) calls (or the establish tuk;Coreel, t~ do 
produced .' propqsal 'for .. (0 'tmaI rhinos and establishmenl of a ''strictly specifi!: proj"," 

,cular.. .',', ... ,_.... . 
his-no Iecn:I t!lat 'r'~\rios' r~~1i.qB. r~liJo~ ~-:. -I~~. mo~Y la MlH~~~Pt 

:::~~::;:~;::;.: ·;·j'·/~PA·R-T.:··~·.· 0 ·TOM.oR·R(\lW . . captive breedic,: of the other CndIJl&Crcd wildlife protected"rhlno centre Cor One projC!;tis to surVey 
rhino. . within che 54.te breeding and research. the Tabin WlldliCe Resetvc accruing from the "ale. or:j:~:· .. ~:··:~·r.: "J:' J . ( .' '. . .. ,'" .e .. ·· 

t-. L ~. 
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. :Conservatlon of Rhlno
c

, WHdUte in Sabih 
Technical Sub-Commtttee Meeting 
4-5 ~v 1985; Taman Ktnabalu 

AUENDENCE 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. MurtedZaMohamed ~ 
En. Lamrl All '. 
En. t1ahed1 AndaU' . i 

Dr. EdWj,,:~Bosl 
Pro'~ Dr. Jalnudeen ~ Razeen 
Dr. AhmadMustafa BabJee 

VCr. Junatdl· ~ayne .... ~ 
Dr. R1dzw8Il. Hashlm - is e(,~··e .~: . 

En. Rooert, Stuebtnfj . 
En Joseph .Gas,ls ' 

'. 'i: ; 

JNTRQOUQ]QN 

Chairman 

. ....... ; .. 

On ilehIlt of-the 5abah State 'Government, the chairman welcomed members 
and express appreclat'lon for theIr participation, especially .. to Prot 
Jalnudeen·and Dr., Atvnad Mustata ... '. ', .. 

. , 

TERMS 'Of ·REEfBENCE .' 

The Sub-CommJttee agreed ~ the following: 

. 1. To provide technical guidance to the ma·1n commtt~ee 
on requ1rements for the c~~atlon of Rhinos and 
Wl1dltfe In Sabah.· 

2 .. To Identity conservatl~n programmes ~ their 
':Ob Ject tve~, both short and long term . 

. 3. To facUltate 1mpl~ent'lon . of. the conservation 
programmes.. . 



. , 

, 4. To"report to, tilematn committee the decisIons and 
, recommend8ttons of the Sub-CoMmittee and. the 
, ~ O,f'a~Y~J~ts undertliceo. .. ' ' 

. p&t)(iBBt£ MAN66EMENT 

" lh~ sUb-comml~tee agreed',upon the following: , 

I. This, .sUb-~ommltt~ /ls· . task~~1ented and assigned .,-to.':·cany-·:out a 
. ·~Ial proJect 'of the 5ab~ State·'~1net. ·'Ttrough·.the mat" ~mlttee ·,t 
. should be· empOWered to direct re levant State GoveFf1{1lent· departments '. 

.. ~Ies· .to .. be Involved .~n.,ind facnltate tmp'~entatl~ .. ·O'··~""'l~'S . 
. : .lI\dert8ken. ,. The w-gency of· the problem at hand requlres.tlon., to be 
. taken :In the'mosf.~edt~lous mamer, preferably by provldlhg·'tnanc~al· 
.•. g'tnlstratlve1ndependenCe to the project. . . '. -:;. . . 

2. This proJect· Is ·formulated and implemented on:'bebal":of~ .the:·Wndllfe 
~ttonot the Forest··:oepartMent with ·'thelrfull· ;c~tton. . The 

·:WUdl!fe ~tt.on ~Wnl ~jtlmately· ·aawne tun ·re.sponstbntty at a .•• ter 
.st9-!. pe~ atter 5·ye~~· .. ·=anct ·must be strengthened'· ~cordt"ly ~ . 

. ~tjon for ·thls ~,er of·'dUt~es. : . . . 

3_·, :It 'IS recommended .that the main comm·tttee,·upon the ·CQmplet1oi\· of the . 
present, tas~, .' be gIven .a. penninent' status, perhaps as a Fo\I\datlon, 
enabUng It to enS\n . contlnulty·.of conservation efforts. . . 

~. ·The technical aspects of the' programmewUI ~ .. managed· entirely by 
this 5ub~ommlttee~· . 'International support .. :tswelcomed provided 'Jt is ·tn . 
line with poltcles and obJe'ctlves set by thematn-commtttee.· . .. 

. .. . . . 

APPROACH Aft) PRIORITI~ 
. -

. ,"'It was·declded that the conserVation of· Rhino In Sabah should be basef on 
.... '::~ot·ton ~f .nat'" .• !breedtng;·,wlthfn their natural habltat~ Danger to 

'extstlng popUlatlons. or Rhinos must be reduCed both through protect'ton of 
ex~sttng . conservation areas :·800 . translocattQn to· a . protected stte. 
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, SpectftcallV. steps tobetalten tOCluati: 
. :. ~ 

.,; ,; 

- surveys/compllatlon,of Ififormat1'Oh'OI1 e)C1st1ngRhlnos 
."~'<>, ' 

- Protection of eXI$.t,lng conservatton.~eas 
: ..... ,': . 

" .. 
- Establishment o.t.. strIctly protec;.ttd·Rhlno centre for 

breed1ng and ~se.lrch. .. . .. /~' . 
• .t;.. ~ 

- Capture of cerj~~n endangered. animels ~sldeexlst1ilg . 
. ·conservation areas' . 

. . ;- ,- . 

-.Translocatlon Of:captli-ed anf;nit$".t~ the riotect~slte 

. -. Captive breed1n9" . . .. ".: 

.' " ...... ' . 

ThI 5ub-C~tttee has t",nt1fled'the ·followlng 1mme~.tate· steps to be . .. ' .:~ ...... ' .. ,., . 

. . 

1. T~ gath.,. . relevant teChnical· Informatl.on. Ul<MS ~t.1I perform this . 
'. ,function ~.provtde·a data base fQr~the project. 

. .. 

2~' ,To eS~lIsh task-forces to ~arry out ~1f1c proJftt functions, 

3. "To ,aney !he Tab~n WlldUfe ReserVe .ror, the estabU~ent o.t a Rhino 
, ~entre •. T". main Conservation Area ,Is 130,000 ha, of whiCh 8,000 ha are ' 
,to bi selected as'a'Core Area, Another 800 ha within the Tabln Reserve are 

, . . ., ..' 
to be, fenced' as a Security Zone for bree~jng and research purpo,ses. 
Inltlally,"II\ . area of apprOxt",ately 2 ha :.W:11'1"be fenced, along with the 

. , ' establiShment otmfotmum aC'comodatton' 8nd operational facilities. 
'. . '. ., .' 

. , 

S. To capttr. and translocate antmalsto,the de~tgriated SecuritY.Zone. 

J 



6. To ensure 'the' health and we,lfate of the' captive' animals; 
, ' 

,-
To' protect" anlma1s' yl.lthtn ~xlstlng ConservatIon' Areas, the follow1ng , 
actt~ Is a~so'urgent: ' ' 

1. Immediately ~vtew and rev'tse'-~x1stlng laws pertatnlog to protectIon of 
the ,Rhtno~ tn'''part1cular, and conservation 'In'generat :Thls Includes the 
'tn~tto~'or.'heav.er penalties for those 'convIcted. such as mandatory 
. Ja11 stntence.s.··· .. ~ ,.', "/ . . ' 

2.~' . Inform' . companles· o~ 1nc1tvtctuaJs '~arrylngout logging activIties . 
. . 'c~ml'ng!thl': ~at1on effort. ~ obtain thetr coop.eratlon· In the. 

location ahd]ntectJon of Rh~,nos known' to bi:wJthln their concessions. 

J, seek the cOOPtr;itton andlSilstance'rrorn·the PoUce Field force, ArMed:· ' 
Fortes, Forest Rangers (bOth O~th. F~t oept,and' the' Slbat' Foundatton)-- ' 
tn' ~ l~,~tlon an~f·ptbtectlon or ~tnOs wlthtn their· patroned" ar-eas. '. 

4.lncrtise NveUlence oroUt,lets'for IlleglfRhtrio productS.,TI\fstoUld be:' 
accompU8I)ed .~ ~ ~tt~ 0" the enforcement otf1cera of ·the·- ,., 
'Customs 'inctTrade t1tr)t.ttv~... . , ' 

- . 

It . was' agree'it:' thal' ~to carty'· out the 'Inltlaf stages of the proJect,', 
secM,dinent of' y~tou~rgovenVl'-ent: persOMel,' as well as the employment 
ot con~t 8taJ.r . VI ill be required. 'Eventua 11y I new posts' must be created . ~ 
In the· WIJdUfe . 5ectton to ,replace: 'or . absorb the abovementtoned· 
short~term" ptrsoMel;' For' long-term manpower· reqUirement, see 
Appendtx~' .... . 

T"':·f~Jlowt·ng ~el art, w:gentlyrequtred: 

proJect Manager: 

categOry A Qfflcer In Charge' 'of' ·the ,hole . pro Ject, answerab'le to this' 
. Sub<ommi"ttee:·" must posSess-overall kno.w~edge ,of the' local ,situation, 
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be senior tn command. H1s duties, among other~, wlii ·be to assemble and 
.. coord1nate the staff for the project. It W.8S decIded that EN. MAHEOI ANOAU 
.. be appointed .tor this tas!<. Though not. t~l1-t1me, he gave. assurances that 

he· would' see. tlle p:\jject U\rough ~uccess(ully,wlth tne full-time 
aSSistance of 't~ee subord1nate ofrlcers. . 

Stat,on personnel 

Research Officer/Station Supervisor: 

. A full-time officer to· manage the breeding and researdlstatton. His duties 
. wHl Include ma.fntafntng security a~d the weJfa~J)r' the .anlmals .. maintain 

0ng01ng research proJects, as \vell8S th~ day to day ~tng of the statl.on. 
EN. JOSEPii GASIS was appointed ·thls· ta~k. It was .ditCjded that he !ShOuld 
be seconded to this proJect from his prese~t duties as a Field Officer of 
~e· Sabah Foundat Ion. 

Other personne J: 

·Securlty Guards (2) 
Veterinary Assistant ( I ). .. 
Labourer'S (2) 
DrIver (I.) 

field personnel . 

. Fteld SupervIsor: 

A full-time otrlc~ to organise and c~ out s\lVeys, capture and 
translocation or animals. OR.. JUNAIDJ . PAYNE was Identified as the 
appropriate person for this taSK. Aithough presently under contract to 
World WtJdltre Fund <MalaySia), he has agreed to seek apropriate 
arrangements for hIs participation. 

Other persomel: 

. Team leaders (2) 
labourers (10) 
Drivers (2) , 

5 



, . 

. .Pro Ject .vet~~j,ar1art 

A fun ttme~lract officer responslb.!e for the health and breeding of the 
animals. 1ft. 'wlll be required to attelld to the animal from the moment of 
capture, ~'~t their stay"it,.the station. The appointment of this 

. officer Is expected to be made In the riear future. ' 

Other persoilne I: 

v~terin.ary AssIstant ( 1 ) , ,.,-- ,,' 

EIHANeI Ai., QEOUiBEMENIS 
. '. 

See Appendix B. 

PHYSICAL RfQUIREMENTS 

See AppendlxC 

OPERATIONAL· DETAILS 

Field ~eratioD 

; -

Trappl~ methods were tdent1fled ~d- dtscussed. Among those which 
. could be considered are: ' 

, 
Stockade (funnel shaped, both nylon net and wooden) 
Pitfall trap (slow descent type) 
Darting (tranqul11sergoo) 
'Tracking, with dogs 
Snares (soft rope/leather) 

it . was also agre~d that transportatlo~ of c~pturedanimals from the 
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Capture stt~ 'IS by, a1rHftlng (heHcopter and suitable sqUeeze crate desigr1), 
, road~' waferways'- depending ~n location and terrain; and. other factors. 

Apart from station and ,'Ield dutIes refat1ng' to the health of captured 
aniinals, additional responstbiHt1es of the project persoMel are as given 
tn App'endlx D., 

SCHEDULE FOR IMPLEMENIATld~ 

Tbt fOlldwtng isa tentatIVe schedule for implementation or inliial stages 
or the proJect: . 

._.o, 
r 

November 1985 - Vls1tto·Tabin, 5 persons Inc. 
a JKR architect. . 

December 1985 - Drawing up of planJor station 
and prep. of ten~et document. 
Identtftcatl()n of potential personnel 
In' depth study of' capture methods 
Call quotat1ons for equipment 

January 1986 - Construction of stat10n 
Survey of capture areas 

February l~86 - Mock operatIon" 

1 



OTHEB .. MATIERS 
. . 

1. Correspondence·- letters are to. be written by the Chairman of the main 
comm1ttee t~ fol.JoWing 1ndf\i~duc:ils/ag~nCjeSl~rgan'zatiohS: 

Vice- Chancel lorj.UPM .regardlng participation of Prof 
Jainudeen .. 

secretary~Generat Mint·~try o·f. Agriculture regarding 
participation of Dr.Ahm~d Mustafa. 

Conservator of Forest's (Sabah) regarding apPointment of 
En. Nahedi .Andau as ProJect Ma'1ager, use ci~ .. ~abln as' 
Rhino Centre and, ~he cooperat1onof Forest Range·rs .. 

Director of Sabah FoundaUon r~g~'7(Ung t;he secondment 
of En. Joseph Gasls as Research"OfficerIStatlon 
Supervisor and cooperat·jon.olF~ndatjon f.orest patrol .. -. 
staff. 

Pol1ce DiRaJaj Armed Forces, Customs,' Ministry of Tra.de· : 
regarding cooperation in.achievlng the goals 0.1 t~e 
proj~ct. In the .. cas~ .. 9f.i>oHce DIRaJa·and Armed Forces, 
useof·some of ~h~tf facUitieslequipment may need to be . 

. reQ~ested .. forexampJe, : use of helicopters; for airlifting 
of an·ima)s.· In the case .of Cus toms:' and Mtnfstry of Trade, 
st~p~up of enforcement 'and con.tro1 of iJlegaJ e~port 'and . 
trade of all jungle pr~du~ts. 

Public Works Departme'n:t regarding profes~ional 
assis"tance 1n the construction of the. Rhino Station. ' .. -. - .. 

Feder.al:W11dl1fe a~d 'Parks Dept., and the .'UCN to inform 
them of the State Government effor,t and ·Invite th~ir 

support. 

2. Cha1rman of this Sub-Comm1ttee to prepare a brief press statement on 
the technical' aspects for the Chairman of the main committee. 
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Sltt1ARY 

'The follO'yi'lng'were ,discussed and require action'by the' main committee as 
: tndlcat'ed; 

1. For endorsement: 

a) Terms of Reference 
b) 'Program'me Management 

2. For ap~val: 

a) Manpower Requ1rements, 
, ' -,(:.:.:::1., _,b) Financial and PhystcaJ,Req\Jfrement~ 

. ,,:- i":,f:'. " !.- : '".' :\::,:, .;:'/;.;; ,;.f - ,:,n ,n ,n 
':-3. For"accePtande/agreemeht:' ;'" 

, "~)'" APproach 
,: '.';, <',::,ci"':':j:;"i~;bf' 's.trateg1es 

, 'c) , ScheduJe of Implementation 
, ,,~) : l~gal actj~n~ :tncludtrig provls1orls to 

,: "p~rm117capture' or 'antrna.J~ ~y the techntcal 
," ' Sub-Comm1tte'e,or lhfrepresent'atlves. 
, I 
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LONG-TER.,.. PERSONNEL REQUI RE-1E.tfT 

Station Personnel 

Research Officer/Field Supervisor 

Verterinary Assistant 

Security Chief 

Seturity Guards 

Labourers - fence maintenance 

Labourers - s,eneral ma"inten'snce 

incl. a carpenter 

Driver 

Fie'ld Personnel 

Field Supervisor 

Team leaders ~ one per team 

Labourers - five per team 

Drivers 

Veterinary Person ne 1 

Veterinarian 
Veterinary Assistant 

APPENDIX A 

(1 ) 

(1) 

(.1 ) 

(4) 

(.2) 

(2) 

Cl) 

(1) 

(3) , 

( 15) 

(3) 

(1) 

(1) 
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11. 

.PHASE r FJ~ANCJAL REQUIR~mNr 

Items Centre Fiel<! 

Personnel Emolument: 

Officers 36,000 48,000 

Assistan.ts 12,000 12,000 

S~curitJ 14.400 

~.b()u.rers 14.400 .84,000--

Drj.vers 7,200 1~.400 
: , --- ..... ---------

Total' YFAR . I ~4.0qO . 15~.4bO 
YEAR 11 89,200 166,320 

----- ---
Total P.E. 1 ?2~200 324.7~O 

~-..... -~.---..~ 

......... 

Facil1t·ies (BaSiC) 

Fencing 30,000 

BUilding (6 r~~~ '50.000 
+ store) 

Elect. & vater 10,000 

4\ID 40,000 SO,OOO 

Camping eq. 10,000 

Capture eq. 10,000 

Radio set 8.000 16,000 

Misce~laneous 10.000 0)0,000 

-... -_ ..... - ---~-~---

148.000 12~.OOO 
.. _ ....... -..-- ---

2 

APPENDIX B 
. -

VerterinarI 

30,000 

12.000 

....... ~--
:42,000 
44-:;'100 
-... 
----.. -
86.100 

---...---

'10.000 

....... -... 

10,000 

---



'"J 

Ill. Running Cost: 

:Vehic:le & 

maintenance 12,000 i4,OOO 

T~c· .. ~J. !5 i OOO 10,000 

Insurance 5,000 

Bonus for Capture ~60,OOO 

(4Iyr) 
Reward info •. leadinR 

to capture @ 3,CDO - 12.000 

Helicopter 4- :25,000 

Heavy machineries 100,000 

Technical Comm. 

~teetinas 

Research & 
training SO~OOO 

'Miscellaneous 7,-000 '20'.000 5,000 

--- ----
Total ,YEA'R I '84,000 246,000 )5!~ 

YEAR II 84,000 246~OOO 15~OOO 

--- ------ ~-........ --
Total R·~'C. J68,OOO 492.000 30.000 

--- -- ~ ... 

Pha~ I 
Sub-totdl 488,200 ~42 .. 720 i26.100 

'Phase I'Total 1,605,020 

=====a::a:= 

Financial Particulars 

*Account tRhino Trust' Ale alrendy":'opened:' by Forest Dept. Use 

t.his account, l18in committee is'c.ontroller (1) 

Tech. Comm. 

24,000 

-~---.,.. 

24,000 

24,000 
.............. ---

48,000 

*Flnancial procedures' to be determined If, Financial Su~ommittee (1) 
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APPENDIX·.C 

IMMEDIATE PHYSICAL REQUIRefENTS 

Station: 

;" 

* 2 Units Class C accomodation (supervisors) 

• 2 Class D accomodation (Assistant 

+ security chief) 

• ·9 Class F accomodation 

• Garage cum workshop or store 
• Generator & generator bse 

• Wa ter pump, tank 
• Fencing (post &.wire) + electrical strand 

• 1 (office + Lab) 

• 1 Land-cruiser (4WD) + trailer + ~~Dc:hes. 
* Maintenance equipment 

SUrvey, Capture .!. Translocatidn 

• ~ Landcruisers t4WD. winches, trailer) 

* '~1)!_b8 ~quiPmeht 
• capture equipm~ht 

• Radi~-communic~tlon/set 

Vertr1nary reguirement 

• . Corral 

4 



APPEI·enx D 

The fol1o~inJ need to be carried out under c~rtain circumstances as 
Si)ecifi~d. ~etails Hill be provided .. -

P.. The C38~ ~"1!1en th~~ rlni:131 is dead irrespective t"hether durins the 
Durvcy or durins th2 captivity. 

c. 

1. ~~nsure8~nts 

2. ::sti~ated or aat1..1ral ~·,ei3ht 
30 ")entitio!1 33 an indicatio!l of· age or ageing 
4. ]xt~rnal paraait3s 
5. Int~rnal parssitca 
:). f)rJan~,; - ne3fJUrementG (l'leig!lt, length) 
7. Skin ~ra3ervej'in for~alin/salina or Jouin's 

Golution p histology. 
O. 1eproductive organs (special attention) 
;). :3ones for d·~t<lil dascription/mounting 
10. Stomach, caecum or the zastro-intestinal tract 

contents for analysi~ 
11. RA tio foot i)rinto to "{eidht in th~ male or f~male 

1. 
2. 
3. 
I 
~. 

de3st!r'~:llen t3 (li va 'i'leigh t, bot:! y leng th, hei3ht) 
3lood smear3, blood samples or blood profile 
?rs3b faecal samples; parasites and nutrition 
lnternal parasit~3 

Special studir~s nutrition and repr0duction. 

1. .l'Jutrition 

?. 

i) 
ii) 
iii) 
iv) 

i) 
ii) 
iii) 
iv) 
v) 
vi) 
vii) 

natural 1i .. .:"t 
Gubotitute diet 
fe(~d Flualysis 
salt lick ~nalysis 

Sem~n evaluation 
7!eat cycles 
··~~hav:!.oi..lr during o~strus or matin3 
.1100-:1 or tlri~1:~ hormon8 profile in mal:~ and f:3!71ale 
Lactation 
~eBtation, calving intervals or weaning. 
;hle/f8mal~ ratio 
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Tdegi-am: "CHIEFMlN KOT A KINABALU" JABATAN KETUA MENTERI 

KOTA KlNABALU 

SABAH, MALAYSIA 
RiI. J" 

: j 
'''~ 

vDr. John Payne 
World wildlife Fund 
c/o Jabatan Hutan 
Peti Surat 311 
Sandakan, SABAH. 

Y.Bhg. Prof/Tuan, 

JKPBS (T)/2 

29 Oktober, 1985 

Per: Perlantikan Sebagai Ahli Jawatankuasa Kecil Teknik 
Projek Pemu1iharaan Badak Sumbu Di Sabah 

Dengan hormatnya dimaklumkan bahawa Kerajaan Negeri Sabah 
akan· rnemulakan satu projek pemuliharaan badak sumbu di negeri 
1n1 sebagai usaha untuk mengelakkan dari pupusnya populasi 
spesies tersebut. 

2. Sehubungan dengan itu Jawatankuasa Ad hoc Pemuliharaan 
Badak Sumbu dan Hidupan Liar Sabah da,lam mesyuaratnya pada 25 
Oktober 1985, teIah bersetuju menubu~kan Jawatankuasa Kecil 
Teknik yang di Pengerusikan oIeh Prof. Madya Dr. Murtedza 
Mohamed, Dekan Fakulti Sains & Sumber Alam, UKM Kampus Sabah. 

. Dalam menjalankan tanggungjawab tersebut, beliau telah 
mencadangkan agar Y.Bhg./tuan dipilih menganggotai 
jawatankuasa kecil ini, iaitu berdasarkan kepada pengalaman 
Y.Bhg. Prof/tuan yang luas dalam bidang yang ber~aitan. 

3. Oleh yang demikian saya dengan sukacita melantik Y.Bhg. 
Prof/tuan menganggotai Jawatankuasa Kecil berkenaan. dan 
mengalu-alukan sumbangan Y.Bhg. Prof/tuan ke arah menjayakan 
projek di atas. 

Sekian,. terima kasih. 

Yang benar, 

(Menteri Kebajikan Masyarakat dan perpaduan Negara) 
Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Ad hoc 
Pemuliharaan Badak Sumbu dan Hidupan Liar Sabah. 

P .K. 2G-.OOOL-48 } 0054-85 
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s.k: YB. En. Tan Kit Sher 
(Menteri Pembangunan Sumber dan Tenaga Rakyat) 
Pengerusi Bersama Jawatankuasa ~ hoc 
Pemuliharaan Badak Surnbu dan Hidupan Liar Sabah. 

Prof. Madya Dr. Murtedza Moharned 
(Dekan Fakulti Sains & Sumber Alam, UKMS) 
Pengerusi 
Jawatankuasa Kecil Teknik 
Piojek Pemuliharaan Badak Sumbu dan Hidupan Liar Sabah. 
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Protect 

Tomorrow's (orum will 
in.dude . a Papar:by Or,. 
Thomas Fabse of the Amer­

;. itar(' A$.~jo~\ation;~~orlQo~ 
,"iogic~I~Pjl;~h inlt~~Aquari: 

urns JAAIPA):inhelping 
conserve .. end~ngered .spe- . 
des. anddrt internatioJ:ial 
interest iri the conservation' 
o( the Su~atran'rhiai~~ . . 

----"-

KOTA KINABALU. Tues:­
. :. Th~.tece~tl)'·formtd hiSh. 
lev.et cQmmiite;e'o';~theSu.~ 

· riiai~an:'Rhi.noCe.r.os will fe-; 
~ifmrrieiia"l~O'; ille;t"Go\'etn-' 

';tri~n(':the::::~eUirig.: tip Q{a . 
;". ·s·triql~:.prol~c~td =rtlini> c~n .. , 

lr't'in lh-e·~, TabintWildlife' 
': R~.s.erve··ror;·: breedini -ahd· 
··~;(~~~ar~h ~fto"s'l' 'j','/ :~;. 
:.~ ~The"t"Qmminee::.Which{ is; 

"

' . .j~iiUY·~h'~i;'~.d·;bY-~~o 'Si~le, . 
· 'Miriisters'Sa'id ilia st'illemt'nt 

'(oda"\-, 'ihaii-a---iEaro-or lotal . 
· .ex~its: ~O"'ld ;:visil~l he. sjle :.~ 
:thfs:month .. o.~iud\'itie a~a,· 

.... mor~ Clot:'ely,'i;;" :;:r ,': . ~ . .. 
.:'J ~het~ij1m:iuee.~aidth~t ii:' ; 

·';~,h~I(J~·!~.entira.edr;.se;,t(~.~I: '~~i '~.; . 
J • Jers fOT:··immed.i~llC:;.:atieii;· j 

'ii;~~!;1;~·~~~:~.~he~ ~re: . 

'.;:'. :.~~;~.}9:r;~.~pi,~c(mip·r&hen" <. ~~se~:' ~~r~t~!lli6ri)'~{)n\ the. 
'. ,.n~.~~~r~:~~~. ~iSrnbur1ori-of 
,<;~. ,~!, r~!J;.l()ceros'~i~ 'Sabih : :: ..... ~~. 'to: r~cofii'm~~~"'.to . (hc. 
,' .. aUl~'onJY,~~oilcemedlJiat 
; J.e~iSting,~~pristr.ValiQn. BtCas 

. ~.~ be·m<;;~f:·~f~~~~h~~tYip.J;oteFt~ 
" • . .cd -:"';~"~'f: :;~ .». . . ' 

.j,::~ ·,,,~l@JJ!tm.~~~:~;1~.~<t..t'(1~~ 
R~tch. _ ... ,-, ....... _" 

"continue'. and. .: .forces' 
... w.,?uid ::. be.~:~~s.t~bli.Sht4kl(f':; 
: ca.rry p~t.specific ru.nction~· 
.:': . ~taliol):P.firsor¥neJ:.~::c:ap:. 

·turc·'C8{llS ~nd a veterinary 
· ~':~up"wi!,1 b~.cinplQY~d on'a 



>i·;~P;$i;;J;h t.nQ gr.O Up.2tO/ 
~i'/~!i~~ff' t.oc~~>ii·· .'. ';~:;;"<;,.~:I 
, -"The US-based Su:matran . 
, Rhino Trus,' will, be "ndi~ 

: r~ing its'e~fprts' io~apt.ive 
-1 breeding" effort:!· ID:', die 
i Peninsula, :and'in Indone- . 

sia.,: fol!~.wing the', ~b:ih . 
stand 'on'~di~ iSsue .. ; 
. ';'nV'; :~hairman 'of; the' 

. Su~tran 'R)1ino Truit, Dr 
Warren ~homas; setup by 

"the :·American.: AssOciatiOn 
of . Zo:cilogical Par~"': and 
~quaiiuinto)d . the J:!ailll 

· E:tpre88 tod.~y' -.ha.1" .'u.ntil :' 
recent, •. devel.opments! the . 
gro~p.had beeia c()nCmtra t­
ing'on Sabllbb~Useof the· 

· dang" 'the Iriimals: faced 
· here ... ~;. " .. :. :. . 

~Our.; energ~es wjll now 
be redirecied co 'where we­
think ".it ean. do. the)Jlost 

. good. Aitfl~ugh .we .Jta~d 
ready':to b~lPJ.iI h.a •. io. be a 

, cooperad~,e, thing.'. he s-id 
'. in . ~eiPOJlJ~~ to a q ~~don ' 
whech~t .the' Tru~t'a Sluga­
pore· Proposals would. be 
carde~ ,out ,with.:. Sabah '. 
inyolvenieDlo.~ ·r'.' '~t 

Tiic:.:s1iip.so~e· f'ropoi-
als, ue the null of an inter· 
national'meetbig . held' in 
Siiigapd~'::~last1'l~ar: . arid 
whicl\ 'ca!1 Jo~:~e cap,,are .. 
of .Iey~~~~~~of ~!,~nO$I ;: l)i.lrKio.~ ~·.~,(f;:~~enlt~:;~f:~iiile 

· and for iom'e.Ofthe"niinab . ..'e~trJl.J • U~p.ai:ld1~(ij]rJ~~).f 
Jo.~Ft~iiijoca'ed. to .. us '. ". ~il~~(c:. . .i.' :._:tA "'-..; 

, ~~~~t~P~~~\~~1d-.· .', ~t~ ~~.lili~;IQla,il:gictwhli 
, ing. ~l~b··s.mu~laneous· : ~~P'I#,?.' 
bre,di~if.fadlides ·in. 'he.~ lUilno a.~d Wildllilt!;C 

." ./3)~~.cy ~~p';'E$;~;; .,..::.:!.; .• >I!'!"" 

" ~~ .' '11 -' r S· . ~~.tajtctillilil !.I.,-,..u~"'.,I'PC-!~ 
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XOTAKINABAI.U. Fri. addres~(d' by four speakers.' 
: ·1.hc Stat~ Go~rnmcnl wel~ The 'f9ur are Or Junaidi 

:mmesassistanceto'itsSuma- .P~yn~o( the y'ayas~n 
:!Tanrhin~programme(ro"1 ·'Sabah; Encik Mohd Khan 
any outside-group and at 1)0 . ~omin ,han di':ec~or gene-
·time did it reject any outside :"ral" Qf'.ihfFcderal I?'epart-
C!freroflecbnicalassistan~, ~.tnent o{1 Wildlife, and Or 
it was stated today.' . .:. . ·Thonial. Fo:Ose, conserva~ 

.·was.similar 
· to"the one in Ihe Peninsula 
· which has led t,o the capture 
.. oft wo Sumatra" thinos .. 
.; : H~.r..f~~~~/thal the only 
.; dlff~f~))P~:rW'u Ihat the Sa-

~ .. Dr Murtcd?-3 Mo~~~ad.··? ii~·~:·:~o.9rdjnator . . of the' 
.t.leadorlhetedmicalcommi- .. Aincncan.· Ass·ociation· of 

; ~~h ~~~~ittee .intended 10 
." ~. dra'(!fi~ mo~e ~omp~ehe~ 

sive :~)l'~::, ~.~~~M~~~ soun~ . 
and ~.J:~,~.pr~~~~e.k.' .. ,~: . ;lee orth~Sabah R~ino 'an~.·.·. Z~;dgicajP~~ks ~ndAqua­

WildliCeConServation'ColT\-:·· ·r.iums:: Tan·· ·Sri . Thomas'· 
inittce (SRWCC). : tol6 .:~ .. :}i(j~X3~'ri~a '~hai red the r 0-
forUm on' the ·Sumal·ran:·· rum::' .... .' 
,itJino issue that the:'cotn: 'In his presentation, f>r 
.~tlce s~w thcSuma~ran l\1!J~~ed,1.a st~~se.d, that:.'ihe 
~hiDo' as the most urgent emphaSis' of the Sabah .Go-
'aspectofamuchWiderjss~e .... Yernrii~iit~ommiuecon rhi.: 
? tbat· of S!~b 's' ~ildli(e ": nos: ~~·tJlal· tc~hnology on 
.l!eritage. ~alion. .... . lh~ ;OS'~&jecl .be tra~sferrcd 
~:.- The forum· held" at the . :here:: .' . '.. . 
.Sabah F~u~a.ion· mi'ni- '; .,> . The" SRWCC; he ,.said,. 
't~eatre here WaS aiten<ted by' .... had identified· aprogriurime.: 
~ome 200 people and was (if ensu.ring··the continti~ 

~~~!ence. ~of .:'cnd.~J~~f~~· .. ; ~m·pJementaiioi1:of.'itnj c~~n~; 
w.il.d!ife.,a.~d. ad(le~ t_ij!lt :i~<' ; sery.ation .'proJ~ct.i(Hm~ure·· 
';Vas lh1perativ~.lh~ ~o.I1)~H-~· ) ;. its' :Iorig;·(ertrl~u~cess:·he; 

~J~11: i~:~r;!~;:h:;~:' :~~~; .;~.) sa~~<.:·, :.'f:;#.~~.:t'~:t.:j ... :: '.~ ... ,~,. 
. '. ~Wildlife .. sh9Pld nOl:: be if.; Today's forum is-partbf a ; 
(fan$f.prmed 'ioto .. ' po~a·te .. ~< series 'i:WldlsCussi'6'n~' that·' 
hobbies·.·· It. is' :a' .:.p"biic· ~". 'st'aried fr<:lIn':!a·n :A-AZPit\:.· 
posse'sslons w~i~h is"~~,id .in. ;~ " proposal :i~.Jcapti~e:, bi'e~d 
I~USC' . . .. .'. .. "'}i :'Sumatra n' rhinos,:with-some< 

'It is cr~~ictl top~'~n1Q~~ ;~. ~ ·ani91als·· :h.eing: remov.edro 
th~~ . irivolvement of ~ 10ca) '~.~ ~. the "U niled ·!.Siates:· (or· 1he' 
people i'n ihe p~an~i~g inc;t :~i; ; purpose: ,': ~:- . \'.; .. :'" 

H,~J.~(I. t~~ ·;~.ml~t~~ 
, was ,~,~den~ .. ,tliaJ ;:M.alay,.~.! 
~ sian~~~!.~ap~~le: ~k~~lfYi~~l 
" ~uc ~J!i.~#asK a!l4it.Qlar:~·, 
:. ·sin~~!~1f.~,~t ~i~~t~~?:-'~~ in.~ 
· ter~~~:~ipr~!.~~~~lVoulij:~: 
; welcomed. : . . 
~. "'Saying .the "rhino' is. the 
" fi(Stan~~i1)~stpr~.Ssi.~g~~.~. 

tef' 'al,hand' but it 'must,be 'an' 
. in.tegral . p·a.;'t . of '8 'rouc" 
, ~ro,!dc.r Iqj;aUy .b~ed. p..I~.P." 

tie said.' .'." ':' r . · " . .. ,. :_~. :. ~ "., - .' :,'1 .. ~::1 : i' • t 

UfJ·· .,,:. ;ht~·.t. a{';·.~l;~~,a·te~ .. ~~·.:.· 
. ..:- .. ~. ~. ~:':''',:;" .. :_:~L. ~~;.~~r ~:;.' ~ _' .. j't-:;t? : . .. ~~A~.:, . 

~(>TA,KINABAlU,F~i... ·we.re.ld~L.:~ " i~g.~rpg~aml!te w.~n .. C?n\9. f1;' . ~.e:~·.\I!i ,~,-. .;~.t~ '1 Saba~.~ildlife·.~ep~rtlJlents· 
Capli~e:' propagation. can.: . . .':~.e :cite~ ·t~e· . .e~amples .of ',rep'l~~ wrl~ po~~lat~~~.~':lt· .~~ : .. wo~"d ,.~;~~.. ;.:,,:~:m?M:WJ.ttf .. ,~ .!!~} .~~~cr;. e~p~s met: in 
a.UlsI 1ft ~~ co~rv!ltJ~~!,-~f·· _:;. ~.~.~eril.l;?e~~~ng~red spec.l~s .~~.r~l.n.fo. ree lh~Pl.,H~.p.o.lnt~ .. ~ { a~.~egtp!~.;.:~~ .. g~1 fIQ:~r!~.fl11:.. tSI;~~apo~e 'J. ¥.L:.~ea~, _ ~n~' 

da~gered speaes.but lt~, ·,.~.Ir}..Ihe U~)t~,~t':i:te,salJ~,$ald '. e~ o~t t~al futurec9ps~~~ V l br)'~ t~~~:\t~ ~Jl~~~~'t.o· ~. ~cl~e~.t.~~tone.s.lr~tegyfor' 
.ten invok~ 10;0 lat~, an.:.:/·.:t~~ e.x~mp.~:.o~ J~~.<;~hfor- .. JI.OI);. efforts w.o~ld. tq'y'olvc t~'j .~he:(§!'.~'!l ffJ.n\~~l~I.S ~ c«?~s~tv~~C),. 'or the.,SuQ1a-.. 

~merican ~~ told.: the. '. n~1tCQndo,,0r.whlch(lJl~y.26. ~!lPt.l.V~ . and . w~ld p'oP~~~~i.~:it l~~~!\~,ogy.~ =;~~~~~~~p.~r.-~ra~·:'.J:bl~o '~w( al~·.:bc: .. !to· 
SU~a1ran RhinO Forul'!1.or:.;. ,. w~re I~ft now: .The. Cal~for~ tlClI'!S... .... . ,L 1!.j. f~cle~~ E.rfo~m·!\~~.s,~.Ir:ec- .!. c.o.o~~ra~~''.~ly manage' ·.th.e. 
g~nrsed by the .Sabllh· :-io-:::: .. na~.: Co~do.r IS the. largest 1';' 9n~ o( Jhe ~~~~~taa~ ~~ .j~ I t.l~n ~e.rc,:~'p ~·.~.n~~eYay.! a!1lfual.~.Il~ ~,UCN sur~rvI~ 
cl.ety here loday. flYIDg bl~d In the US. C}tc~.ror .. cap~I."e,:p'r~p..~~~:~ ~ ~I.t~ ~t~i~ J;p'~~I~~~!-4' 7 s.!on::.:. ;.:'. ::~: .I.' ... , . ".;; 
~tDr ,Thomas ~OoKe,·con- ~..,; .,.~ • ~~o" ":!I~ tha.t .l~.I'~ ~t:.l~/qd.~ f ~~ IBI.cf."'.·. ';''!.t.(.:~~~,i~~+f,··.'. ' . Hc,assu~~d·;lhat(exJlIbl!! . 

. seryal.'ontoordlR~to.rorlhe ':" 1 1 Aim ," would enable 8~(le~.ic .. ~~~{i... .' .• '!. '.~i: , .. : ; 110.n,0r..thc:.~n .. nal·-waI..~o 
Amencan AssOCIatIon of.... . . ~ij8~":'Ient ofthe ~nlrnal and. ~it ~, " ·Stf4tellV··. '. 10nger·of;.,prameconcem,ln . 

. ·Z·o'ofogical P~rks ine. ,6;q~~~~ c" '.' 'Ktigr~~d'; tfiat 'ihe~i bes(i' ':1r~':IIi~t~ icteallt~20~paiis;-of·ihe~·; ~ ,'. ". ~.~.b"f~j.~,~1 :- • "~'!'. .; tb.~·;fal)t.urin8; ot wi,ld :a'ni~ 
riums . (AAZPA) lold:. ~he i"p)ace)o ~f~~eryc··-wi~dlifc.... a~!!f.~I~. Ihou.ld .. 8C!~nlo·lhc ~ ;'Acc!hrdlifi9'hli1est'ima'l'e! .; mal.dn·,an ,·apparent. rcfc .. · 
r?rum Ihatcapdve: propila~ },·a~. ~n. ih'FIr-.natural h~bitat .. ~,.~~Jcne p~ll~ ord .. er .~fab1c. to . ~ .tb,~re:~~ri.~):bUf7.oo:$vM«t·,;·. renc.e: to~rili~snr t~ot~~hc 
Uon as ~ comp~!1ent ~,or-. .bUI,.po"lte40u.t.~hIlHl)ll was::, , ... o;hl~~Bg~ .. ~hclT!.&~n~.~~.~,~ :' ~ r~~':orhi~o:liiiiYiduij[flcftlrl' '.~ ~mcn.ca~ •. JIt'crc.;·p~rU)'·l.~~. 
conscrv~1l10nwasvltal. no11llways pOSSible. ,I . He also enumerateCl e.~- . ~'lh·cw·oTlcr~lttib\l,h'the~xac·i" .. : tet~~'~dJp. .. the:anrmalro"lS: • 
. He also said~lJ~icvar~li:, .•. ;:,Zo.~~, .. ~r~;o- ~e:~oming .un . br.yo tran,srer .. Iuccc~~es· I.~. } n8urejlfhi~~U, Cftie'rnii'ne:'" '. '~"'commer~i~! ,valuc' accruiqa 
1I0nswcreycrylmport~~t.Q \. ·lnC!~IfsI.n81Ylml!0rU~IlICo~-. ;~t~~ US.and.~~i;~ ~~cce.s~es . . ... :., ! ..... '. .,,1iY'" . from,edilbulorl:._· .... ) . 
wild popu~ti4!Ps and· sa1d: ~. :'~R.!,ijc§J.:.91 con&ef.'~~~io~:~ .~c ,}~a.~ b~~n,~.ac.~,e~c~}~ J:cm- ; ,Hc.~auhc.Plca~n~at&yes6f ; . ~e:a~osaid the.S1:Im~t~an: 
that the smaller the popula- silid.·· ", nod~can~ capt1've,ti~ s~c-. ; ~~~rlcan z.q~ .. thel~ter"a,:., ·i,Rh,.no .rll~sfJ .malD c.opcern 
tion~ of the endan8er~ lie; ~~d~~ ,-~al. the ai!!, .~f <:ies . ~,o. ~.h! . wll~. th~\.Pt~: :~. t!()n~~· ,U.nio·IlJor C~~scrY.~; ~. ~!l ••. the. ~Ol\$er:v~l!o.n of.the· 
SpeCICS the (alter the: genes' the AAZPA .captiy.e breed- 'pro~lng crIlICS.· "'. . .' t~on, th~·IiJ~~I~)(sUln".an4: .' anr~aL' :. 

The d iffj~~'lt':·:.~~U~.Jng;::'· ·,-ii~sk:': ~'f.';·t1~~.:,'~Ebept"·::'.'·' .; 
~' r ..... .-.~.' ...... ~ .... .:. -J.. t 

. FOrcStij'l?epartmenttold to-· . pro'perties' rrom ~t\~~:~~t~5. 't F~:c1er~I',: ·~)4j~i~~;:!D.~P.1i,(4~·· .:. 19n.'~h~iworhin~$~.o~,n· KOTA KfNABAlU, Fri. 
StudieSshowth.tlheSilabu~: 
.hn area in-Sa.bah 'has the 
largest concentration 'of SU-' . 
matran rhinos.althClugldn 
lerms of tolal populalion' 
Sabah probablY'has about 
30 Sumatran rhino indivi­
duals.. 

Or Junaidi P.),ne of the 

. day~s . rotu";·onthe Suma~ and btherparls of th~ body~·' ~ ~ent . "who~' ~dcra~c~' _I)i~ ~/~J capllXl~Y1.·are ;he\d,- "~';'. t~o. 
tran Rhino that lhe FO'rest .' .~c::'Ilso said.:\hat·.po~c.h;i .' .rd,par.t.m~~.'1~e~p~.ricl\~~;il1~'· t-MplQ,a z~f?' 9rie j,an adu!t . 
Dep~rtmelit :"did· 'have"' a Jn~ claimed rO~3bl'y';",wo '. Jc~p.turlng~:~il~~,.'~I~ph·i;~U;·".'·;·IJer~mJ:;l,.·~U8~1.~i" .. AP(i1-' 
probl~m'!try.inB --to' 'walch' ammals per year ov~r the' ;:! selsdanl1:iu\d'mpre'reeently. :J~t·: .. y'~ar'~ia'nd:,i".hq:~QUter 
ove·r·: ·reserve.- to prevent last. Ove ·years. . . .,: ..... '.: ... ~. : two ~ndividtJ8Ji. of:lhc,SurrlliJ··.'I· ; (Meljn14ngJ/~a .ba~x,jndi\!~ . 
poachina:" " .. ', . Also .peaking.at thuamt ; Iran' rhino,~r:~.' .. i"l .• i,.' .. · -:.1"", ;. dual ,¥as ~~uglil.th~iy'ei\r" .. 

He said' for thousands of forum.' was' Elicik: Mohi:t. " Ho.~. dis~f~sed i-thalb the,: :i·.:· :.;' . ,,:,,:;.~:'; . .i:~.,; .~.:: .•. 
years the' anim'alhas been Khan· bin' Momin " Khan' ~ rllino conscrv'iliion effort in... . He said .bo.ih were: doing.· 
persecuted (or Its medicinal DireClor. General" of· ·the : the Penin.ul~;' ';beB~.n·: in'; 'well in.c.aptlvity, .. 

• • • •• :. • : :.... • • • 4 ~ • • • • • 4. 
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(2) Unt.il t.he 1960's, most. of cent.ra.l and eastet-'n Sabah "a.s 
covered in essentially undisturbed t.all, evergreen forest. This 
forest existed in a vast, cont.inuous t.ract amounting t.o over ~ 

million hect.ares, providing adequate habitat. for large breeding 
popul a:t ions of the ".hole rang~ of Sabah' stall for·est fauna. As 
a rule, such large areas of habit.at are adequat.e t.o conserve all 
fauna, and huma'\ inte .... fe'r·ence 'alone is unlikel~/ t.o complet.ely 
wipe out any species. 

----_. 
(3) The Asian Two-horned Rhinoceros is an exception. 
This Rhino, the smallest. of the world'~ five speCies, was once 
widespr~ad through~ut much of A~la, but. is no~ confined to 
several sepa .... at.e regions of Sumatr~, Borneo and Peninsular 
Malaysia. 

,.' 

(4) Persecut.ion over many years, pro~ably tenturf~s, for it~ 
supposed medicinal properties'has evidently led,to a gradual' and 
relent.less decline. For centurles, at l~ast, trade between Borneo 
and China, and other parts of South-east ASia, has included the 
export. from Borneo oi gold, plant produ.-cts, edible birds' nests -' 
and parts oi Rhinos, notably tbe horns." Written rec~rds, 

althoug~few and inad.quate, indic~te that while at least several 
tens o'f Rhinos ,·.ere being killed annuall)' in SaraHak in the 

,1920's, the spe~ies had become almo~t ii not completely extinct 
there by the 1940's. 

(5) Sepi 101< . Fo .... est Reser-ve "is the last r'emaining piece, of 
protected forest' on .the Sandakan peninsula. The last Rhino 
recorded from this region was shot. in the early 1900'5. Only 
twenty years befo~e, in 18S6, it was recorded that in the 
Sandakan area., Rh i nos \·.ere more common than Elephants, and that 
lIt.he tracks of one or t,·,o may usually be seen in the course of a 
walk in the low districts". It was even not.ed that DRhinoceroses 
have more than once strayed inside the suburban line of Sandakan 
itself; on one occasion one went ~nto a garden in.the outskirts 
of the town and ate some melons; on another one managed to get 
into ,a chicken house on the Beat .... ice Estate ••• ; on sti 11 another­
occaSion, one came in from the forest and trotted past M .... P .... yer's 
house into town in the middle of the night." Contemporar~ 

"'.",.pap.r. regularly repDrted the avallabl11t)' Df Rhino horn for 
sale (at around $30 per kat.i) in Sandakan ~own. 

(6) The As i an T",o-horned Rh i noceros may be espec: i all)' vu I ne .... ab 1 e 
to extinction -for several r-ea~pns. Interval bet.,·,een birt.hs is 
believed to be th .... ee years or ·'more,' more tha.n almost an)' other 
mammal species. There is evidence that fema.les and young Rhinos 
tend to be obtained by poachers more aften than adult males. 
There is also evidence that distribution and denSity of Rhinos is 
related to the availabilit.), of natural mineral sources, ",hich a.re 

1 



absent 4-rorn many regions 04- other,.,ise suitable habitat. Finall)', 
10,000-30,000 year old sub-fossil .remains 04- Rhinos 4-rom caves in 
Sarawak are signi4-icantly iarger .. than present-day Rhinos, 
indicating Cl rapid evolution to s1!'aller size, possibl)' in 
response to changing climate ~r veget~tion. De~pite all these 
4-actors, it remains clear that Rhinos have disappeared 4-rom many 
parts of Sabah, as elsewhere, essentially because 04- excessive 
hunting by Man. 

(7) Until recent years, most of Sabah's native human population 
was concenirated in the plains and hill ranges of ~estern Sabah. 
T~e last reports of Rhinos in "Iestern Sabah date from the earl)' 
1960's, and even these are unrel,lable. It is only in the past 
t,·,o decades that people ha~.:e made significant inroads into the 
central and eastern regions. ----
(8) In 1979, the Sabah Forest Department, "Iith technical 
assistance from t.Jorld Wi ldl ife Fund Malaysia, started a t,.,o-year 
-Faunal Survey of Sabahlt. This Survey' showed that, based on a 
combination of field surveys together with·· interviews ,-,lth man)' 
people ",orki.ng in forested a .... eas, small numbers of Rhinos existed 
in the eastern parts of Sabah. No definite evidence .~4- the 
existence of the species was fDun~ i~ the western half of the 
state. The Survey report, publish'ed in earl)' 1982, cautiously 
stat~d that there was evidence of bet .. ,een 1.5 and 30 Rhinos in 
Sallah. 

(9) Further survey work in. 1982-83,agai~ based on'field surveys 
and intervie~s with peopl~ living or working in ,potential Rhino 
count!""y, added more data, but came up ",ith essential I)' the same 
concl~slon. A scattered and diminishing Rhino population occurs 
in eastern Sabah, but no e·.:idenc~ from the ,.,estern half. It 
became clear that although several tens of Rhin.os still exist, 
many of those individuals are becomi.ng i"solated from each other­
by agric~ltural development~ Continued reports, rarely proven 
but usually reliable, show th~t poaching continues. The high 
price of Rhino products, coupled with the low risk of hunters 
being caught and successfull)' prosecuted, means that up to this 
day, poaching is a ",orth",hlle occupation for anyone not concerned 
with the conservation of the species. Wherever forest has been 
selectivl)' logged for timber or cleared for agriculture, there 
have, of course, been people, and reports of the presence of 
Rh i nos reach the Sabah Forest Department in one ,.,ay or another. 

{10) Onl), one large block of essentiall), undisturbed forest 
remains, in the middle of Sabah. Although this has not been 
adequately surveyed for Rhinos, available evidence suggests that 
small numbers of Rhinos exist in parts of thi~ region, but that 
there is no Single, large population. Poaching is not the only 

I-problem associated with conservatio~of the Rhino in Sabah. 

(11) It so happens that the region believed to contain the 
highest numbers of Rhinos more-or-less cbincides with the most 
extensive region of Sabah allocated for permanent agriculture. 
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Areas ,.,hich -five years ago '1ere covered ,·lith logged over -fore.st 
are being converted to plantation crops. 

(12) The extent o-f permanent Fo~est Reserves is n9W -fixed by 
legislation passed in 1984. 

(13) By 1982, it was clear that the area with the highest known 
density o-f Rhinos, yet not irrevocably allocated -for agriculture, 
",as the Si labukan region, north-east of Lahad Datu. A large 
proportion of the area .. ,as l1ithin Sabah Foundation»s logging 
concession. Concern was expressed, rightly, that selective 
logging might hasten the extinction of the species. Logging 
activities cert.i~ly make life easier -for po~chers. The question 
remained, however, would selective lo9ging irrevocably degrade 
the habitat for Rh,i.,os, to the extent theft food supplies l1ere 
reduced or breeding would cease? ~-----. 

(14) Surveys conducted by Sabah Forest Department and Wo~ld 

Wi Idl ife Fund Malaysia personnel in 1982-83 indicated that, .. ,hi le 
Rhinos tend to move out of forest undergoing logging, they wjll 
return some time afterwards, as 'the forest starts to regener~te. 

. -.. '; .~.~ 

Inter'J'iews with many people ,.,orking or hunting in e·?d~.ensi,"T~ areas, 
o-f logged-over forest resulted i~ several independent records of 
pairs o-f adult and young Rhinos seen in -forest heavily a-ffected 
by past 1099in9-

(.,15) Observations of feed.ing behavio;"'r o-f ~hino~ in suc,h fore,st 
showed that they feedtmainl y on regrowth plant species, such as 
MacAt..engA· 

(16) Various evidence, including inspection of Rhino dung, in 
addition to footprints and v~rbal reports, made it clear that 
Rhinos in Sabah car:' l.ive and breed in heavi ly-disturbed -forest. 
The problem centres on poaching, not 1099in9. The For~st 

Department put s~rong recommendations to 99vernment that the 
Si labukan region be gQzetted as some form of pr'otected area, -for 
conservation of both the Rhinoceros and Elephant. 

(17) In March 1984, about 122,000 hectares were 'gazetted as 
Tabin Wildlife Reserve under Forest legislation, primarily for 
protection of the Rhinoceros. A smaller Reserve, Kulamba, to the 
north of Tabin is not important as a Rhino conservation area. 

(18) Tabin is the name o-f the largest river running through the 
middle o-f the Reserve. Tabin has the potential to be a -fine 
Rhino reserve. There is adequate habitat to support at least 
many tens of Rhinos. 

(19) There are at least five natural mineral sources, believed to 
be essential -for pregnant and in-fant Rhinos • 

. l 

(20) Three are mud volcanoes, 
when flying over Tabin. 

which can be seen -from the air 

3 



(21) A Reserve headquarters has yet to be established, although 
a site on the western boun~ary has been proposed for this 
function. 

(22) The Game Branch of the Forest Department has many duties, 
and is able to provide only partial protection for Rhinos from 
the vast network of forest roads in Sabah. 

(23) Poaching of Rhinos occurs wherever there are Rhinos, in 
A+rica as well as in Asia. In all cases, guard forces can 
provide only partial protection. Various measures can be taken 
to ensure survival of the Rhinoceros in Sabah in the long term. 

(24) Undoubtedly, the best method is to instil the wish to 
conserve'- within our society, especially theough·children. But 
this Is a long term aim, and totally Inef-.fec:tive as a short-term 
means of saving isolated and doomed Rhinos. 

(25) Results could also be achieved by Introducing much tougher 
penalties for possession of Rhino products, in combination with 
an increased gt,1ard force. Such a strategy has been in"._;force f_Qr 
some yea"':~ to I imi t avai lab i 1 i ty of illegal drugs but, -,ias we are 
well aware, this is only partially suc:cessful. 

-'(26) As time goes one, and forest habitat is lost to agriculture, 
~hlnos are killed. The idea of capturln~ those Rhinos living in 
isolated patches of unprotected forest, for ·translocation to 
protec:tedareas or for ca,ptive breeding under managed c:onditions, 
,~as raised--several ys;'ars ago. It iS,a majDr- purpose of this 
meeting today, to discuss ways in which this might be done most 
successfully. 

Presented at the 
Open Forum on Rhino Conservation 
Organised by Sabah SOCiety 
Kota Kinabalu 22 November 1985 
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SABAH SOClm 
.... ': 

P .. o. BOX 10541 
88806 KOlA' KIHABAUJ 

·SABAH" MAlAYSIA 

'. :1". .. " 0'::; 

.: ....... :~ .. o· ' 

Due to certain unforeseen'circumstances 
th~' . present ~'ewsl~tter ~!l~': bee~".sl1'gh~tlY 
delayed. . . . 

However. cl' 'few exefting 'ne",s ' •••• '. : 

i} The' 'contro~e~sia'i' rhino i/ssue' is" 
still ~ing debated and the Society has 
not Jn~de _~.qy ,.s1;,nt!. 1;Q <I.ate, on the 
propo$.·eC\ "~Qp~1Ye'! breetfilW,{-proJect-~:: . 

!", -. 

. ~ • ~ );" '-: ~ :." i. ; ',.'. ~. 1." ,_. -. , .. .:. -.,. 

So ·whY.not C(JfJle and partfcipate in the" 
JUIi~;<QP.£N):QiutC~']~~ich ;,;~!~. previously 
cancel,led} 'at the:MiNI lHEATRE'of. 
YAYASAN SABAH on 22nd Nov. 1985 at 
2.30 p.m. 

. let ~s ~ 11 $~en and" discuss not" ~'t'tlY" wi th' the 
~presentat1 ve -of I the 'Ame:ri'can\ Associ a t1 on" 

. of IZo~logical P~rks and Aquariums (AAZPA) 
.. bJjt,al.so th9se. fr.om G~mes .Warden Department 

c(f ,Penlnsul:ar 'MiilaY's;i'a,: and may be :the . 
. '~iews! and. ;tla:rfflcatirin 'f17om ,theUSabah 

state-level'Sumatran Rhino Technical 
.' Comnittee" and nSave the Rhinos Conmittee ll

• 

~ #', ': ~." .... 

ii} 'The h19hligtlt':~of'iihe 'Society' s activity . 
. ·····l'rilf,'bfl·its 25th. Anniversary:CelebratiEm . 

• ° Yes<:j'ts out· Si~VER' JUBIlEE 01_R :and.1. t 
will be held on 21st November'85 at 
Tanjung Aru Beach Hotel. Read on for 
further detail ••. 

APOUl6v .. 

"Firstly~·.the Conwittee .wlshe.s:to ~pologise for 

the.. in'conven1enc'e caused when the' ~hino open 
forum,which was scheduled to take place on 
21st September 1985,was cancelled. 

CIWCGE Of' ADDRESS . 0 

. :: 

With eff.ect fpom 1st October, 1985 the Society's 
new address is : 

.. :: . :.~ 

Beberapa masalah.yang tidak dapat dielalC:;telah 
dih~~api d~n melamb~tkan pengeluaran surat 
berita 1n1. 

walauba.gai~n·ap.un; .(h~ntar.~ t>eritii ~ang' menarik •.. 
i) isu badak: ~~~~ :S~~~a (Di~ro~~*us·.·; .. :./ 

Slaatrens1s)yang masih diPertikaj kim~ lait'u 
samada diselamatkan dalam alam keadaan <.: 

semiiiai~d.j ·.~r~~.:~~~ R~iP.i~~ t~~f.~.~() 
terpe.lihll'ra/b~rUndun9::,a~~"!.~'~tnF~~WCan 
oleh kba.layak: ramJi .dalam.,satJ,l. . .fc».na.· 
terbuka d1 mIll mm YAYAsAI o~ • pada 
22 Nov'I985 jam 2.30 petang. " . 

· .. r ~.; . 
Adalah diha('ap. ~h11 ahl1 pertubuhan 1ni. 
a ka~ n1en.r~.f;~a f.·~nJaY~.k.~~ . foruni·i n i' dan 
turut berbi ncang'dengali . wcik11' AlDeri can' 
As~ociation of rZoolog1cal Parks and Aquarium 
(AAZ~~)~er~a .~I}den~rpenerct~gan lanjut 
p~ndiri~~, ~er.aJa~ri·mel~l~f Jawat4lnkuasa . 
Tekn1'k 'menyelamat Bada-lc: S6ntbu' diperingkat 
Neger1.' Jawatankuasa Menyelamat Badak 
Sumbu juga dijangka akan.hadir. 

ii) Puncak· icegfa~~n Pertht:iuhan" i~1 la'lah 
'. _ "''';' :".,' - " '", • '! -' 

per~Y~iiln ~ny~mbu~ ul~ng tah~nnya- yang' . 
ke-25 iai~~ Majlis MKM rid.ft'M JUBIlEE iUAl 
yang akan berl~n9sung-~i"'Tarij~ng 'Aru Beach 
Hotel pada"21 November

o

'85.; Si1a 'bacauntuk 
buti ran selanjutnya.....' 

Terlebih daht11u' Jawatankuasa Pertubuhan memohon 
maaf .kerana pembatalan forum terbuka yang 
di rancangkan 'pada 21hb September 1985.,' 

AlAMT BARU· ' . 

Mulai lhb Oktobe~ 1985, alamat Pertubuhari' 
ialah : 

SAIWI SOCIElY /PEit-.uBuIWt SABAH 
P.O. BOI 10547 

88806 KOTA KlflABAW 



SAIWI SOCIrn' S 25th AICIIVERSARY 
CELEBRATICII 

To celebrate the Society's Silver Jubilee 
a DIJUIER will ~ held at TAIIJUIG AlII BEACH 
HOTEl on 21st NO\'EMBER'1985. ' 

0> ~' • 

MIll QJESTS 

The tYr of Sabah' sha n be th~' Guest: of .Honour. ' 

The Chief Minister, VB Da~uk Pair;n Joseph 
Kft1ngan, who was a Past pres1d~rit::of ... the 
Society might also'join us 'for the ' 
celebration.' ; , .. ;,: : " 

•• !._ ,.' • '. a,. ::':J:; . .' ~ 

Dr. Sal feh Mohd:' No'h,Oirectt»r' Gen~~l;,Of .forest 
Resea~h' in~1itlite and' PresfUentf'of.'iMalaysian 
Nature 'SoC1ety:s'hall ;deliver' t~,.'K8ynote 
Address.: <' ~;'.'.":-. " , 

. BfTERTAIIUEIIT 

A musical show 'and 'enterta'inmeni will be 
performed ~,)" a cul t':lra 1 gn>ul? ,',~,~ Tenomo 

• I '. . '-"'. • r ~' .' '.. 

I.:',' ' .. 

Certainly thi s '1 S a ~hai1g,:)r:~ the' usual 
Kota Kinabalu' Cul~ural:"Group Perfohnance: : 

• _ " ••. ~ • ••• • ••• ~".. • 'I ._: 

TICKETS 

Each ticket costs $30/- 1s obtainable 
fr.om the President a'rid 'Treasu~er,'~ Plea'se' 
contact" the of1:1.cl'ill $: ,coricem~d ;,'~trectly . 
if .you are interes,ted,,'toattend' the" , ! 
function and'the nliRber 'of;guests you 
would bring along. "" ';' .: 

Also you are requested to fill in the form. 
at the last page if ,you are attending. 
Just in case we cannot send you the ti,ckets, 
due to time-factor (especially the' 
possibility ofipostal delay) please get 
your tickets at the entrance'of.the 
Banquet Hall. ' 

Final date for confinnat1on is l8th~ve.ber, 
1985. 

MJLlS iDYAIIIJT UlMS TIUIJI PERlUBUHAH 
ICE 25 '" . 

Untuk menyambut Jublee Perak Pertubuhan (Ulang 
tahun ke 25) sa tu majl1s makan malam akan d1-
ada tan d1 TMJUIfti ARU BEACH HOTEL pada 
21hb November 198~. 

TAIII IMS 

TYT Yang diPert~a Ne9~,ri Sabah adala~ tetamu 
undangan 'pada ma 1 am te'rsebut. ' 
Ketua Menteri Sabah YB Datuk Pairin Joseph Kitingan, 
yang juga adalah bekas Presi~~n Pertubuhan 1n1 
mungkin akan turu~ ha~ir menyerika~ majlis ;ni •. 

Sementara i~~,,' ,Dr~ :satre,h 'MOhd "HQh,' '~tua 
Pengarah lnstfi'ute 'PeoyeHd1kih Pethut'anan 
dan juga 'Pre'si~en Persat~'an :~lam.,"'l,y.si~;'akan 
menyampai kan, Pi'datu .... tama ~1: mal0i1',~~~rseb~t. 

. .., "~,;: f 

HIIIJRM 

,Satu pertunjukan kebudayaan ak~f.' dipers~bahkan 
oleh Kebudaya,an ol~h Kumpulan 'K~buda.yaan dari 
Tenom· ' 

Bertu~ar selera~Jaf",kita deng~rt' h1bura"d~r1 
kumpulan,yang, datar-g" dari ,luar . Kota ~inabalu • 

Tiap tiap tiket berharga $30/- dan boleh di­
perolehi dar1 Presiden dan Bendi!hari 0, Sila 
hubungiJmereka sektranya anda l!l1 'Pat .men 9 h,ad 1 ri 
majU s tersebut sert;a j,qml ah t~u yang hendak 
dibawa: 

Anda juga dikehendak1 mengisi borang dihalaman 
terakhir sekiranya berminat menjayakan lllalam ... 
tersebut. Sekiranya tiket tidak d1terfma (kerana 
mungkin kelambatan Jabatan Pos) maka tiket 
terse but bolehlah d1perolehi d:i "pintu masuk 
dewan ma kan • ' , , 

Tar1kh terakhir untuk mempast~.Jc.an, kehadiran 
tuan/puan 1alah 18 November 1985. 

SILA IIJBUlKiI COIITACT IlUIGJERS :' ' 

President 
, ! 

Or. Di ng 1 ey , (House) 25064 " 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

, (Of~ice) 54911' 

Mr. C.l. Ch10 (House) 223448 
(Of1iiice}221391 

Zahra Yaacob (House) 31909 
(Offiice)32607 
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OPEN FORUM - on the Rhino Conservation 

Sabah Societ~ will be holding an open forum 
on' the c~p~1g'n to' :silve the S~~tran: 
Rh; no~~ros,~ , ". '. -

The ,forum will feature ',eminent authorities' 
wh9:,wi 11 :sp~~k, :~n : ~r.~~~i'n~ ~lie. ~~~d:ilngere~, 
species in t~~, w,t1d and 1~'.cap.tlv1ty.arld.' 

• ,I' .. /
1••• • _ • - • '". ,,:: • • ',. ", ~ e' '-, 

with reference to the various proposals" 
put forward to improve the animal's chances. 

. ::<. ~. : .. :.. .. 

As members are well' aware~' so far the Society 
had not made any finn siand on the i'ssue .. -
However we do hope everyone would get a clearer 
idea on the relevant issue. 

Time will be allocated at the forum fo,r 
connents and views ~h>thi s: fc6ritto-versi al',· . ".' :.' 

subjec~ •. 

Come· and .-make the open· 'forum a success. 

TEMPAT/venue. ·-r' 
"'. ~r.' ... -: ,. 

1ARIKH/(fate 

JA.M/time' 

FORUM TERBUICA mengenai peme 1i~raan Badak Suarbu 

Pertubuhan Sabah akan mengadakan forum terbuka 
mengenai .kempen menyelamatkan .badak, sumbu·· 
Sumatra ~yan9··masi·h tel7dapat di Sai>ah. 

Forum ~'ini akan.'mengemuka.kcHl I;)eberapa' ahl i 
:-terkernuka ~",yang ~kan.memp~r1pendapat ~Qgenai 
pembiakan binatang liar : (yang ~sed~ng me~9hadapi 
masalah.kemungki'nan terhapus, dari muka. bUmi 
ini) samada dalam alamsemulajadjnya ~t~~ 
pembiakan secara pemeliharaan. Hujah-hujah 
yang diberi adalah beras~skan rujukan b~berapa 
cadangan yang telah diketarakan bagi mempastikan 
peluang maxima menyelamat badak sumbu dari 
te'rhapus. ". . .' , " 

Ahli-att~tentu sedar bahawa sehingga i~i 
Pertubuhan bel urn membuat pend i ri a.n te,gas , 
tentang isu badak sumbu t walaubagaimanapun 
adalah diflarap khalayak umum akan didedahkan 
kepada penerangan lanjut mengenai isu isu 
yang berkaitan. 

Masa akan diperuntukkan di forum ini untuk 
membincang hujah-hujahy~ng di kemukakan. 

Marilab kita jay~kan forum terbuka in;. 



SABAH soclm JOURNAl. 

The 1 a test issue of .Sabah' Soci,ety JournAl. 
(Vol.7 No~4, 1984) is now re~dy.and 
being circulated. It takes quite sometimes 
to deliver to' most· of .you members.~ ,d~ to 
the recent "implementation of~~he PQst coc;le 
systems, whichaffacts the 'addres~e~ ;.; 

'especially those lfsirig:·P.;O.:.Box·and 
locked Bag nUmbers. :·~c 

Again another apology. 
~J:' _ '. 

Please inform the Secretary l~~j~telY 
for any change of!your present address to 
prevent'any delays oftfuture postal 
deliveries •. 

. ":'-.,' 

Terbitan terktni .Jernal Periubuhan 'Sabah' , 
(jl1 id 7 No.4~ 1984) "t~;lan pun 'sial>' , : 
dicetak dan sedang d1hantar kepada'ahli ... 
a.hli semua.~elambatan mengedar .. jernal 
1~' ialah ~er~na uba~suat alamat (terutama 
y~~g menggu~a peti ~urai dan' beg'betkunc1) 
dengan perlaksanaan:sis~em :poskod~ , .. " 

Maaf!sekali 1ag1 ya 

S11a beritahu Setiausaha dengan segera 
sekiranya ada pertukaran alamat anda 
,supaya memudahk!~ ... penghal1ta ran beri ta 

, dimasa a~an ~atan9'.·· . . . .' 

.~. 

, : 

" 

: ~. 

-- ' 

Urp.lieve met after a hard day in the junole, 
it's a pleasure being shot by one of those 
scientists with a tranquilizer·gun .. " 

:'aken From: 'tihat t s So f'unny About Science? 
By: Sidney Harris (Williarn Kaufmann, Inc) 
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REPORT 

Talk entitled THE ETHNOGRAPHY OF HABITAT IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 
WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO BORNEO 

Speaker: DATUKLI'M,CHONG KEAT, 
Project Director, Southeast As,1an Cultural 
Resear'ch' Programme, ' 

Ve,nue and 
Date 

Institute' of .. Southeast Asia Studies. 

Multi Purpose Room, State Library 
17th"OCTOBER, 1985 

.................... ; •••••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••• 6 ••• ,. •••••• __ •••• 

'This was a very enlightening and interesting talk {accompanied 
by an equally impressive slide presentation'~-'g'iven by one of. the 
eminent personalities in the architectural field in Southeast Asia. 
Certain'ly, this talk was a change from the usual subject familiar to 
the members of. the society i .,e. on the'·l ife and natural sciences of. 
Sabah and the surrounding areas,. Unf0rtunately only 16 interested 
persons turned up f~r the talk. 

" .. "; 

Oatuk Lim introduced the topic by proposing what probably 
constitute early Southeast Asia i.e. to him 'it is the ar~a or region 
that falls within the "Sunda 'Girdle". New"Guinea is excluded. 

By studying the structure of;ancient-habitats of.ithe various 
countries in the region, based on· ethnographic observation and facts, 
he pointed out that there are many' architectural similarities. 
Comparison of slides of, the existing architectural structure and what 
remains there are of: past structures to those taken from old pictures 
from reliable sources (as some of. these structures no longer eXists) 
was also made. 

He went on to compare the various slides of:long houses in Laos, 
Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines as well as Borneo. In doing so 
he tried to trace the flow of. human migration from Mainland Asia and 
which possibly accounted for similarities of. houses-structure and later 
on, even their costumes. For instance he showed that granaries fgrmed 
part of. the habitats environment and these granaries are built high on 
stilts with round base to prevent rodents from going to the granaries. 
Such a structure is commonly shared between these Southeast Asia 
communities. 

Meanwhile, as societies in these region developed and progressed 
from a pretribal to tribal and later on forming feudal groups and 
traders, so too changes occured in the housing structures which clearly 
depicted the rise and existence of:various classes in the societies. 
Here he attracted our attention to the various forms of.roof;- structures 
which could denote one's status in the society. 

:t ... 

/2 



- 2 -

.He also showed the .habitat of. the sea-faring communities who 
emphas~sed more in the challenge ofiboat.~uilding and conseque~tly little 
attentlon was focused on house-constructl0n. . 

As for the architecture o.f. 80g1 s houses he pOinted out that~'they 
are better spread out in the region, ~s they are of.a· se.a-firing 
trading group. 

Later,. he gave a comparative view of' selected tribes from Indonesia, 
Philippines, Thailand and Laos 'and showed the similarities in their 
dressings and costumes. Not to forget~ the almost similar manner of 
dressing of~these people to the Rungus' of,Sabah. How come? 

Was it due to the flow of. migration by the people of.Mainland 
(Southeast) Asia to the "Sunda Gi·rdle" which could.-po-int out to their 
common root of. origin? . 

Bringing us near~r to home-scene, i.e. on the Rungus long houses 
in. Kudat, he showed the present condition of:these houses and the 
possibility oft complete disappearance of. these houses in the near future. 
Some of . .the existing houses there are in precarious stage. One p.articula~ 
house whi"ch he visited has about one-third of,its building ruined". We­
m~st try to preserve the traditional hou.sing structures._ He is of:the 
opinion that if.a long house is to look traditional, it must not have 
corrugated roofs and plywood. . . 

He concluded this tal~ by urging Sabah Society members to realise 
the need of.pr·eserving some of~the traditional houses of,the indigenous 
races. 
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UNION INTERNATIONALE POUR LA CONSERVATION DE LA NATURE ET DE SES RESSOURCES 

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATUHE AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

COMMISSION DE LA SAUVEGARDE DES ESPECES - SPECIES SURVIVAL COMMISSION. 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Robert F. Scott 
Executive Officer, SSC 

7 October 1985 

Subject: Draft 'Report of N. van Strien, IUCN .Consultant. on 
Implementing "Singapore Proposals" for Sumatran 
Rhino Conservation 

Attached is a copy of the draft report of the aboveconsul,6mt describing 
the findings of a preliminary mission, .. ftmded by IUCN, to examine ways 
of implementing the "Singapore Proposals". 

We invite all recipients t~ comment in two ways:-

1) On the conceJ?ts and proposals in general, and 

2) Explicitely, on substantive action proposals, 
problems identified and solutions sugg~sted. 

Please note tluit this is a draft report from a consultant to IUCN. 
Any futUre actions by IUCN will consider both the report aii.Q the 
comments received from interested parties. 

Encl. 
=-uistribution List 
- Draft Report 

Avenue du Mont-Blanc 
1196 Gland - Suisse/Swiuerland 

************* 

Telex/Telex: 22618 iucn ch 
Tal.ITel. (022) 64 71 81 

TelegrammeslTelegrams: 
IUCNATURE GLAND 
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P.O. Box 133 
Bogor 
INDONESIA 

WWF - International 

J. Hanks 

.IUCN 

ELC / 

CMC 
J. McNeely 
K., R. Miller 
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eRO~§ 8Mn ~Q~§ IM.IHE PROPOSAL FOR 8M INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME 
EQ8 ~8PTIyg ~8EEnIN§ OF THg ~uM8IRAM RHINOCEROS 

Sts:l!tm~n.t. Qf. lhe gQigsti~ gf. lhe lU::.QQ.osed ~n.tive Br-eedinq 
Pr-oi~&l 

The aim of captive br-eeding of the Sumatr-an Rhinoceros is to 
build up and maintain a viable captive population, managed to 
maximise br-eeding rate and to minimise the effects of genetic 
inbr-eeding, so t~at wild Rrotected ar-eas can be restocked when 
protective measur-es are adequate. 

An impor-tant point to note is that to achieve this aim, it will 
be necessary to build up the population to a "genetically 
effective size ft

• This is reckoned to be around 25 br-eeding 
adults (the number is somewhat ~rbitary). Given that some 
Rhinos in a population will be immature~ senile or infer~ile, 

then ther-e should be 30 to 40 individuals in captivity. A 
smaller- number- will eventu~~ly be plagued with inbreeding. 
leading to defective offspring, abor-tions and decr-easing 
fertility. 

Th~ £~§~ fo~ s:n~ §:9.ein§! loan of §abah Bh.inos to y~ .£Q9§ .ea 
aert of th~ Q~~&1n9 RrD9ramme~ gn §: QQint-by-point basia 

These include some of the ma~n specific points brought up by 
those in favour- and against. 

FOR = in favour of loan to U.S. zoos 
AGAINST = against loa~ to U.S. zoos 

FOR: the Rhinos would be on loan, specifically for- the pur-pose 
of achieving the objective stated above. This is mor-e like 
loaning, for- example, r-ar-e ar-chaeological exhibits to for-eign 
museums, and not like export of Sabah's timber- for financial 
gain. 

AGAINST: on p~inciple, Sabah's wildlife should not be allowed to 
leave Sabah, for any reason. 

(2) Bh.1n9§ §hgylA Q2 £Qn.a~~~5! in !.heir: .n.e!Yr:al .beQ.ita! in Sabah, 
the !n9s t ru;!Qr:QIU:.!. a tg Q!SS~ !m:: t. h~m 

FOR: the whole point of the captive breeding p~oject is that the 

1 



natural hab i tat is not safe for the Rh i r.o in Sabah under- cur-rent 
circumstances. Firstly, there 'are too many guns available with 
little control on their use. Many Rhinos are killed by 
supposedly responsible people who have been entrusted with guns 
for security reasons, not for poaching. Secor.dly, the Game 
Branch, Forest Department, the government agency responsible for 
conservation of wildlife outside Parks, has not been allocated 
adequate manpower to provide protection for wild Rhinos. 
Thirdly, legislation and penalties fo~ killing Rhino are totally 
inadequate. The only possibly effective legislation would be a 
mandatory jail sentence of) say, 10 years, for possession of any 
part of a Rhino. Many people have realised these facts for many 
years, but no action' has been taken. 

AGAINST: Recognising these problems, step.-§hould be taken now 
to implement these ways of protecting wild Rhinos, rather than 
thinking of .ending Rhinos overseas. 

(3)' §~ch 2 proi~ct has ~~ be~ attempted before 

FOR: This is false. At least two previously endangered species 
have been saved from extinction by means of captive breeding in 
foreign zoos. The Arabian Oryx (an antelope) and Pere David's 
Deer (from China) became extinct in·the wild, and both exist now 
only because c.p~ive populations had been'~ormed in :U.~.A. and 
U.K. respectively 'before those in the wild disappeared. 

AGAINST: . Such a prQject has never been attempted on solitary, 
forest-dwelling mammals, which are difficult to catch. 

(4) Why she!!.1J! Rh,i!lQ§. ~~ agn!:. !.Q u. s. A. 
SaQ2h 

FOR: The captive project envisaged is ngS export to U.S.A. It 
!a an international project aimed at pooling resources and 
expertise (and accountability, if mistakes are made). It so 
happens that U.S.A. was chosen because of (a) Sustained 
avai!Sbil.!,i)! g! !!!nd§. The American Association of Zoo Parks and 
Aquariums represents a network of some of the most richly endowed 
zoos in the world which operate for propogation of animals in 
captivity, independent of government, (b) The fingst array of 
~ag~~ga !Qr. £elU:J.~ breed i ng Qf. !tl.!.!! an.!.~.!a wi th contacts not 
just in U.S.A. but throughout the world, (c) Willingness to act 
i mmg!lls!.tl~ · 

AGAINST: Sabah should develop its own facilities, or- ask for 
help from zoos with the relevant experience. 

(5) Why §hoY:l!t Rhino§ gg .2.!..!.Q~g gy:!:. of §.2ga.h Qut.a.. e££Q£..Q.iI!9 ~Q 
~he inte£n.2~iQng.!. g.!.gn.a.. ng~ Qg~ Qf. E2n!nay.!.g~ ~sla~ais 

FOR: Firstly, the Sabah form of the Rhino is a different sub-
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species f~om that occur~in9 in Peninsular Malaysia, and it is 
considered that the two forms sho~ld be bred sepa~ately (although 
th~y can interbreed). Sabah Rh i ~os ,",oul d be propo~ated in Sabah 
(the first t\~O pairs) and U.S.A .. (the next. four· pair-s), while 
Peninsular Rhinos would be propogated in Melaka Zoo. Secondly, 
Peninsular Malaysia has much superior resources locally than does 
Sabah. The National Parks and Wildlife Departrnent there has 
about 1,000 staff (compared to about 35 in Sabah's Game Branch). 
The Institute -for Medical.Research, Universiti Pertanian Malaysia 
and Singapore Zoo are all within road access of Melaka Zoo to 
provide quick back-up. Thus, Peninsular Malaysia has much less 
need for sustained!help from outside expertise. 

AGAINST: Experts could be emplo~ed .~.o.live at the captive 
breeding -facility in Sabah, or on standby to come at short notice 
from elsewher-e. Or Sabah Rhinos could be sent to me~aka ZDD, 
rather than U.S.A. 

(6) Bh1nQa m~ 5l.!.g during c:aptur·e.l.. transportation Br: in ~DeS. to 
which !hey ~ n9l accustomed' 

FOR: The Rhinos would die in' any case, from pc;lac·hing. 
·true that risks of i nj ury or death are present, but the U.s. 
proposed fo .... this project have among ... the best records in 
world for care and breed·ing of tropical mammal.s. 

AGAINST: The 
. transported. 

ri~ks are higher, th& further the 
Vehi'cles or aeroplanes may crash • 

RhiYIOS 

It is 
zoos 

the 

are 

(7) !~chnfgues er-opased J:rt 1!!g U .. S. ZQQa 12 gnh~ breeding 
success (art.lii.cial ineeminatioh and ~mbrYD tranpla.nt) h~ ~ 
be~n lrieg QD Rhinos 

FOR: But t.he techniques have 'been successfully used in both 
domestic mammals 'and in exotic tr-opical mammals in U.S. 2005. 

Last year, the embr'},o of a Bongo, a .... are, ior-est-dwelling A-frican 
antelope was successfully transplant.ed into a female Eland, a 
common, grassland antelope, and a young Bon90 was born 
successfully. Thus, Sum~tranRhino embr-yos might be(transplanted 
to female African or Indian Rhinos (common in U.S. zoos). The 
purpose of this technique is to speed up rate of p~oduction (by a 
iactor of perhaps five or ten fold - important in such a long­
term pr-Oj ect) • 

AGAINST: It 
though this 
population. 

is better to let breeding occur- .naturally, even 
may take much lon~er to achieve a viable captive 

(8) If U. S,.!. ~,§ ~arlt 109 .e.aall!:. in conset-'vat i orl..!.. th~ shoul d 

fin2n£~ 1hg Q~Qi~i ~nti~~ ~ithin ~abeh 
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FO~: Some thought will reveal that this fs an unreasonable 
expectation. It has already been ~aised du~ing lengthy 
discussions cve~ the past three years wtth the zoos, and rejected 
as not +easible. The 200S will be investing millions of d~llars. 
Th~y are not gove~nment-sponsored and must recoup some of that 
money by increased visitor attendance, which would result from 
the presence of Sabah Rhinos in their 200S. To think that 
financial considerations do not come into the project is naive. 
The transfer of complete faCilities, breeding technology and 
personnel into Sabah would increase costs enormously, yet the 
zoos have no gua ... ·antee of lorlg-te ... ·m suppo ... ·t fr-om Sabah. They ar'e 
taking a greater risk than is Sabah, by investing millions and 
hoping for returns only after two breeding pairs of Rhinos have 
been caught. 

AGAINST: Sabah should make all efforts to seek adequate +unding, 
from abroad" if necessary, so that al~ breeding can be done in 
Sabah. 

(9 ) 

This 
n~,t. agai nst. 
wiped out. 

is a majo~ factor in support of loan to U.S. zoos, 
If all Rhinos were kept in one place, they may be 

AGAINST: There should be at least two separate capt i ve 
facilities in Sabah. 

(10) bocal Zoologists S££ £SQeRlg Qi £~~in9 2 ut ihe e~Qig£i 

tl2~hQ~~ gytsig~ ~eg~tise 

FOR: The few people who have any relevant expertise have full­
time jobs with committments in unive;sities and Vete~inary 
Departments. They cannot spare adequate time on the Rhino 
p~oject. Also, their experience ~elates mainly to domestic 
speCies, and none have expe~1ence with Rhin,os, let alone breeding 
of Rhinos. 

AGAINST: This project is of such importance that the most 
experienced Malaysian personnel should be seconded to it. 

(11) Thg &11mate is ~g suitaBl~ in Sabah f0.t. Bhinos, because 
ih~~ s~ ns!2~g h~~ 

FOR: This is not valid. Rhinos have problems with body heat 
regulation because of their massive ;puild; that is why they live 
inside forest cover and spend mu~~ time wallowing in pools. 
Furthermore, experience over decades in U.S. 200S has shown that 
climate is not an obstacle to breeding tropical species in 
temperate climates. Many tropical mammals have b~ed in temperate 
climate zoos, but very few t~opical mammals have bred in t~opical 
climate zoos. Many Malaysian people~ less hardy than Rhinos, 
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have lived in temperate climates but few have experienced 
problems breeding as a result. 

AGAINST: The Rhinos are r.ative to Sabah but r:1.ot to U.S.A. 
Therefore, they must be better adapted to Sabah's climate and may 
suffer in cold weather. 

In summary, apart from specific objections to, 
favour of, breed!ing involv.ing loan to U.S. zoos, 
seem to be the main conceptual "pro's and con's~. 

arid poi nts in 
the -following 

(1) U.S. zoos have the best array of expertise for the project, 
whereas Malaysia has little, and Sabah almost none. 

' .. ". 
f 

(2) If U.S. zoos are permitted to take some Rhinos on loan, the 
financial cost to Sabah would be rnuch less than if Sabah does it 
alone. 

(3) U.9. zoos are likely to sustain the project . indefinitely, 
being more independent and flexible in times of financial and 
politie~l change. 

(4) U.8. zoos have money and expertise available to start work 
immediately. 

(5) If the project is international, responsibility and 
accountability is shared. 

(6) Sabah was the first state to raise the idea" of captive 
breeding the Sumatran Rhino, early in 1983. .Since then, such a 
project has started in both Peninsular Malaysia and Indonesia 
(Sumatra), while nothing has been achieved in Sabah. The concept 
has reached the international audience, and an international 
breeding programme has been proposed and refined under the 
auspices of IUCN (the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature - wildlife's equivalent of the United Nations). It would 
seem to be cheaper and more rational for Sabah to join the 
i nt.ernat i ona I programrne. 

(1) The Sumatran Rhino is p~,..t of Sabah's t"lational heritage, and 
on principle should not be allowed to leave Sabah, just as 
valuable non-l ivlng treasur·es ar·e not allowed to leave. 

(2) Sabah has for tpo long been seen as nothing more than an 
exporter of primary commodities, and should take this opportunity 
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0+ developing its own expertise in a completely new field. 

(3) If 
j ob5 of 
compl?nent. 

the project were done in Sa~ah, it would proyid~ more 
all sort5, especially jobs with a technical training 

(4) The project, if done entirely within Sabah, would serve as a 
ne~ major tourist attraction. 

..---

--;-
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The Rhinoceros (Dicerorhinu8 sumatransie) in Sabah 

'. \ Introduetlon' 

Man was hunting t'hlnoe ~n eastern 8abah at' l'88.t 600Q/years ago. and 
/ . 

it is likely that horns have been .6XporteCl to China: for at least several 

hundreds of years. When Buropean8\atarted tha~explorat~on of what i8 now 

Sabah,· durins 1870's- 1890 t ., it was 'found that the'human pEJpu1ation was 

concentrated mainly in the hills and coastal plains in western and northern 

Sabah and along the large rivers on the eastern aide. Conversely, rhinos 

wer~ never reported from the .eat and north,but were oommonly encountered, 

and invariably shot, throughout the eaet. The British and Dutch founded 

. trading settlements and opened up land for plantations, encouraging Bett1ers 

. from China because of their reputation for hard work and trading abilittea. 

Rhino hunting was presumably_~neouraaed by the Chinese trader •• Horns were 

constantly available in aan~an town during the early 1900', at contemporary 

.... prices of aboui,$50 ;er kiio 'Brttiah North Borneo Her.ld, 1900 - 1915). 

Hunters, both immiarant and even na.tive resid,ants" a-pparently did not venture 

far from the coast or rivers. 

-, 

In the early 19501 s. licences to 1GI large area. of forest for ttmber 
, - \ 

for export were for the first t~e given to eev.r~~ -foreign entrepeneura -

previously I only en. Br~ti8h - owned ~ampany W88 perm1tt8~ to do thi.. A 

little later, local Chinese 'entrepeneurs were, i~ven 'licenee. ;-- a~~ -several 

new lar~e-scale:agricultural plantation. were established. Lacking adequate 
, _. 

labour, Iban prople from Sarawak were encouraged to" come to eastern Sabah 

to work in these tough n~w enterpriaes. tbana are renowned for endurance 

in tough conditions and for exceptional huntina abilities. 

Contemporary reports in Foreat Department files of the 19~O'a - 1960'. 
indicate that it was recognised that rhinos were much les8 abundant than 

several decades previ~sly and lome of the entirely expatriate •• nior offi~er8 
, ,,'~ 

were genuinely concerned about the future for the speciel in aabab. Many 
men who were junior staff in the Forest ·D..,ar~ent. or worker. in logging 

operations during that. period recall eselni rhinos in tOSSing areas. Certainly, 
, , 

it was not realised by senior a,cmilnlstrat~r. that rhino. were .tlll present 

throughout much of .a.bttn lab.h. Thay .1eo did not" appreciate that' ChineBe 

traders were 8upplied with horns 'mainly by Iban hunters who scoured eaetern 

Sabah over the two decade8 betwee~ the early' 1950' I to early 1970'8.' Some 

Ibans apparently even walked ~rom Sarawak and back on expeditions la8ting 

many months. Bven in the paat decade, 1975-1984, with much fewer rhino. and 

fewer Ibans, there is evidence of at least two rhinos bolns killed annually 

in Sabah. 

." 
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The pa!\,flv~ years 

~n .~980, it wa~ dilc.vered tlla~· ,8.e.ve~al, rhin~~ were alive· in one 

region., ,the.~ddle ,of ,the De.nt ~e~insula in ·e~8tern Sabab, an area named 

Silab~kan afte~ the larg'8~ For.est;R88erve in ,the region. This discovery 

st~ulated renewed interest in the rhino in Sabah and cognisance of the 

ne~es81tyfor better knowledge of the statue of the rhino and for a plan 

for conserving the remaining population. 

SU1;'veYfJ eondue.tedslnce 1.980 haver~vealed thatc·. 

(1) '-'he Silabukan populati,on may .include 18 adult rhinos (8X ratio unknown) 

and 'po.88ibly more. 

(2) ~.re are ~ther ,~bl~os, aeatter •• ov.~ ~u~h of e&aterrt Sabah; the number 

11 ,\lnknown, but appears to be at leaet ten individuals. Some are 

isolated:andprebabl, the, majority are not breeding. 

(3) The'rhino~ can tolerat'e 8~lective lOlling aapraeticed in Sabah and 
, , . 

breed' in l088edfore'st'; they cannot 8ur:vive in rton-fores'ted areas, 

and"mueh ,~ eastern Sabeh has been allocated for permanent agriculture. 

(4) Poaching of rhino. continues and cannot be prevented. 

In March, 1984, about 122,000 heetares of the Silabukan area .ete legally 

gaaetted aa'Tabin Wildlife Reserve (see map). The threat of poaching i8 

undoubtedly a significant and lons-te~ problem, but we consider if ~ortant 

to try to maln~1Q a population of wild rhinos. Any suggestion that rhiqo8 
• . _0··. 

be' caught frO!lD Tabin,W.R.. ~ill Mt' be enter~ln.d. On the other hand, we 

'do! not' ~onsiid~r: it advi~abl~ at p~~8en~ t~ 'i.'n'troduee rhi~8 into Tabin from 

elsewhere. ' There ~re two re~~on. for' this. ~ir.tlYJ we do no~ have adequate 

k~~ied8~ of the existing rhino pepul~~~~n to' ·~~aes. whe~her lp.troduction of 
> .' .' '. '. . . '. , . . :.. . 

, new rhinos will in practice enhance it. ,survival pr~lpects., Secondly, the 

: r~~k ~f poa~hins ,of ne~ rhlnf)~ i8 ~i8b, 'l'rO~~~lY, ~o:.: Irea't~r d~ree than 

the risk for,re~ident rhi~~. There ~e.se~eral othe~, conservation areas 

of la~8e 'area and ~th rhino habitat in Sabah (eee map). Kulamba Wildlife 

~e8erve' (20,68~ ha) is too small to support a vi~bie ~hino po~ulatio~J since 
. ' ; 

it is mostly swamp forest with patch~s of dry lan~. ~ few rhinos do exist 
" 

in and around Kulamba, h~ever. Tawau Bills P.ark has nc;t rhinos and is rather 

small and isolated. Danum Valley and G~Qn8 Lotung Conservation Areas, and 

the forest between and arou~d, these area~:~':d~e8 support 8~e ~hinos J but 

few, and the region, is difficult to survey. There are no rhinos in the 

Cracker Range and none hive been reported in Kinabalu Park for ever 25 years. 

There are no Reserves suitable fer translocation of rhinos from isolated 

forest in agriucl~ural areas. 
\ 
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The Future 

Our most important task in 8abah le 'to' maintain Tabln Wil.dllfe Reserve 

and 1. ts rhinos, in the face of coutant poach~ng pressure. and in the longer 

term _inet an lncreaeins human population and ...... for agricultural land. 

About balf of Tabin la good, acce88ible land 8uitable for permanent asrlculture. 

Based on available information. our beat SUas. one year a80 (October 1983) 

when ·the la,t major ~rvey was done was tha~ Tabin Wildlife Reserve and 

adjacent land .already, alilocat.ed for. aarlculture supported about 28 rbll108. 

Since that ,time, we believe that at least thYe. ef _~.e· rhinos have b.aii~·~~ _.--' 
killed. Despite thie, we feel on p~illClpl. that every effort should be made 

to coneerve a wild populat·ton of rhino. ift.~ whl1tifl4i6 chance at.lll 

remains. We also feel that a captive popula~ton of rhinos la an e88en~1al 
.... ~l_nt ~o the wild pOpulation, as a ~aftt.ae .. _tot f.il~~e of the .,dld 

. --I' .--.~ 

PoPulation. and, in any "_., asa ~.e of new rhino.s in the··fuhT. t~ 

maintain adequate genetic diversity tn\tbe wild popul.tio~. For~Unately, .' 

potential .ouree of rhinC). for captive hr.edlns ~.till a.vailable, 1n the 

form of scattered individUal. in lOUed' tonat ·tbrou8~t. .. at.ern Sabah, . .,at· 

of . which is allocated f ...... lcutlul'... VG .•• timate that tbe:re are about 
. . 

fifteen .u~b rhtnoa, al~b this. le 11'tle mow8 than· a SUe88 based'on 
oeea8ional sighting's of rhinos or ft-eah traeks. 

The leneral feellt\8 lnSabab ls that any rhinos caught should remain 

within Sabah.. We apprec~ate that. for several ... e8801\8, this may not be 

fea8ible in the ~dtate future. Moat _s.nt is to reach an amlc.abl • 

. agreement on how. beat to 1Dake best of rhoee rhinos which aTe still alive 

but doomed. 
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~Qr:.kin.9· PaQ£r:. for E.ir:.& Meeting Qf I~hnical Commi"ttee, 
No~runt1§.r:. ! 98~ .e!. K i Mt1~i!! Ear k. :'" : 

1) To 1 ocate Rh 1'nqs su i tab I Et for capture. 
2' To·catch Rhinos tor the ~roposed captive~~eeding pop~latiori. 

----

.. -
1) The 
and, if 
Chairm.en 
selected) 

RhinD Capt.ure Sub-commi·ttee (RCSC) wi 11 have a Chai"rman 
desirable a·Co-chairman, (hereafter referred to as At:tle 

of t.he. RCSC a, 'even th'ough or I y one Chai r..Jnan mai> be 
and un I i m i ted number of' member.s. The Ck~i rmen·· .., ill. 

nominate members of t.he sub-committee. 

" 

2) Survey and cap·ture operatiorls 'wi 11 be ma~aged by an 
Operat'iDns Manage~, working full time for the p~oject.. ~he' 
Operations Manager w111 preferably be one of .. ~he Chai"tn~n "of the 
ReSC, u~Jess there ar~, special ~reasorls why this is nol: p~.~sfble. 

3) The Chairme~ 
T'echn i cal' Corntn it tee, 
into the RCSC. 

of the ReSC, through the Chairman pf t~e 

may request .that the SRWCC CO-Qpt personnel 

4) The Chairmen of. the ReSe, through the Chairman .of the 
Techn i cal Cemm it tee, ,-I i 11 request fot.... approval of schemes of 
service and rates of payments, from the SRWCC. 

5) In addition to previously agreed salary, al·lowance and bonus 
payments, the Operations Manager will be allocated a ll floata of 
funds for which prior permission for withdrawal is not required 
from either the SRWCC or the Chairman of the Technical Committee 
or from the Chairmen of the RCSC (if the latter is not Operations 
Manager) . Money from the f teat may be used for· payment f'ol' 
services rendered, for hire of transportation or for materials. 
The Chairmen of the RCSC will be obliged to account to the SRWCC, 
through the Chairman of the Technical Committee, for money spent 
aft.er the event. 

6) The Operat~ons Manager (in consultation with the Chairmen of 
the RCSe, if appropriate) wi llJiocate and assemble personnel to 
form teams for location and ca~ture of Rhinos. 

7) The SRwce will ensure that. the Chairrnen of the 

,.I '-l ~--.----. Q~",-~ij .~;4"'1.: ~AI!!!.: AI;!P!: •. 4iJf!.,'.4!1l\!¥.ti<m. ;:;:;e'!'l!lI$~~~'4~:#~;;;;:;~ .... k!!:!Jl:#~!M!?,,~jm:!.W#.;!m1{i$rlIp!!l. ;u&i¥$&m . .-~. ~ .. ~ .. 9'lI'!~1!P!: .• ~.:"11i. mI'I-OtIl!!*:l"',B~_ .$9l4lih'l!: .. I!'!.,lI'il~~i!!l~ ~ .• .,;l.~~;-:~¥~p.t~-~.:;7'io<~;;~f:1t1f'!!, .:~fZ~:·:·_·f~·~4~.",~ .. :4"-'P:;"r:'~:-~"~'. 
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RCSC/Operations Manager are provided by all releva~t governm~nt 

and semi-government agencies, with any reasonabl~ assistan~e 
required. Such assistance includes maps, aerial photographs and 
othe~ restricted information wh~re that may be required for 
successful performance of dut.i~s. Tha SRWCC will also ~ndeavDur 
to secure the co-operat i on of non-gover·ment organ i sat ions ./.{-such 
as plantations) for improved operation of survey and -~apture 
work. 

8) The Chairmen of the RCSC/Operations Manager will undertake 
the.capture only of Rhinos classified as "doomed". This includes 
any Rhinos found in land allocated for agriculture more than 5 
kilometres outside a Permanent Forest Reserve or other legally 
protected area. In s~ch cases, the Chairmen of th~ RCSC will be 
at liberty to dire~t (capture of that Rhino without prior 
reference to other parties. In cases where a Rhino is located 
within a legally protected area, or within ~,_J1_1.IDm.etres of its 
boundary, but believed to be ~dDomed", the Chairmen of the Rtsc 
will refer to the Chairman of the Technical Committee fo~ a 
decision on whether tn proceed with capture efforts. 

9) The RCSC may liaise with and call for the assistance of the 
Department o,f Wildlife and National Par"ks, P~ninsular Mal.9.-)'sia, 
where one Rhino has already be~n tr~pped.' ~ 

1) It is propqsed :that survrys ·to locate Rhinos and trappil'}9.of 
Rh! nos ..,i 11 be- done by .th'e same group of personne~. Structu~e c,f 
the Survey and capture Team as follows: 

I 

Operat!on Manager 
I 
I 

Assistant Operation Manager 
I 
I 

I 
Field Team A Field Team B 

I 
Field Team C 

Repor.~ to/liaise wi~~ Technical Committee (through the Chairmen 
of the RCSC) 
Purchase of ma~erials and se~vices, h)'.in9 vehicles/personnel 
Decide on areas for surveys 
Decide on sl~in9 of traps 
Supervise all other personnel in survey/cap~ure operations 
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Supervi~e construction of traps 
Plan 10~istics of all aspects of operations 
Responsibility for equipment and managemeht of "float" funding 
Advise on method of transporting Rhinos ft-'om tr-~p to per-maner.t 
facility ~ 

... ,...",<", 

Assists Operattons Manager in all activit~es 
Supervision of field operations when Operati~~s Manager elsewhere 

, 

B~l~a a! ~M!y:r:.~/Ie·ama 

To' con-duct surveys to locate presence o-f--"Rni rlos 
To investigate movements of Rhinos (by tracks arid other ~igns) 
To ~onstruct traps for Rhinos 
To malnt~in and monit~r traps 

(Capture teams will be employed bol.h for sur-vey~ and ~~pture)~., 
,) . ' 

2) Personne .. l for capture teams \"Ii 11 as far- ~s, possible, be 
,...ecru'fted fr,om rural areas, and.known or· suspectedRh.ino~,pDachers 
wi'JI b~ ~'first choice. 

3,) Init.la·lsurveys wi 11 be concentrated'" in area A (see . a~ta.c:hed 
'map') .' 

.. /' 
4) Rhino traps ~ill consist of stockad~-type fencing made 
either ., f'rom locally-obtained poles, or from custom-:JRade, r·e­
usable timber and/or- metal parts. There will be on~ or more 
doors ·for 'each trap, which wii~ be constructed around natu~al 
Tni na .... al sources 'or wallows wher-.e possible. A 'system wi 11 be 
devised so. that a radi"o signal is received when the trap door 
shuts';; 

3) Field teams will be in contact with the Operations Manager by 
radio. 

Note that this budget is merely indicative of costs likely to be 
'incurred. Cost will vary with rate of capture of Rhinos and 
compe"tenc:e of sta.ff emp loyed. 

3 
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4-wheel d~ive vehicles (2) 
Tr-ap mater-ials 
Camp i ng equ i prner.t 
Radio-contact system 
10% contingency funds 

Paddocks, housing etc. 
Staff quar-ter-s : 
Vehicle 
20% contingency funds 

(a) Vehicl~ r-unning costs 
Operation Manager salary 
Assistant Manager salary 
3 captur-e teams (18 staff) 
.taff allow~nces, expenses 
Staff insur-.ance 

Sub-total 

Sub-total 

Oc~asional expertise/consultancy 
Bonus fo~successful c,ptures 
(assumes about· ~O% tif yearly s~lary, 
~wo Rhinos per year) 
'~el1copter hl~e (surveis) 
Vehicle/pl~nt hir-e for transportation of 

, 
...... 

Rhinos (including tractor hi,..e·~or road making) 
Food/medical supplies 

(b) 

10%-contingency funds 

Unit Director 
Assistants (2) 
Security Guards (4) 
Staff tr"avel/othet' expenses 
Bonus for successful car-e (10%) 
Food/medical sup,plies 
Vehicle maintenance 
Mai nt.enance of bu i 1 d i ngs /. 
20% contingency funds 

Sub-total 

Sub-total 

80,000 
20,000 
5,000 

10,OQ.O·' 
11', "500 

126,500 

300,000 
300,000 

40,00Q 
128,000 

..... _---------
768,000 

14,9.00 
36 .000 , 
24,000 

216;000 
20,000 

5,000 
60,000 
112,~OO 

25,9·00 
150,000 

5,000 
66,700 

733,700 

48,000 
36,000 
48,000 
10,000 
13,000 
30,000 

7,000 
10,000 
40,400 

242,400 
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Captu~e/transpo~tation 

Unit maintenance 

Total 

2,327,600 
1,495,200 

3,822,800 

1) Decide on preferred personnel. Possibilities include: 

---:-----
Lamri Ali, Rahim SedU<, Franc:is Liew, Er-ic Wong,_ Gabriel Sinit., P 
M Andau, Sampol~don. Pilik, Sundang Sarirn,. SaifRon Am~i, Ton), 
Umong, '30seph ~aSi:s, Raymorad Go~, Jirnmy Omar;· staff frorn 
Pehilitan (Rhino Unit), Dennis Yong; Rob Stuebin9, lunaidi Pa),ne, 
Clive Mapshl Tony Parkinson. 

2) Respons i b i 1 it. i es. When does Head bf Rh i no Br:.~~d i ng" S~b­
commJttee take over ~esponsibilit.y? (Suggest as .opn as Rhine is 
in t.~ap) 

3) W~ri desi~ns CapLive B~eedin9 facili~jes? What. is\latest.date 
af~e~ capture of first Rhino that. t.he permane~t facilit)'.must be 
~eady? 

5,) Type of ~adio communication t.o be used. 
T.e 1 ekom perm i ts • 

How to obtain. 

6) Te·~ms and conditions of st.aff involved in survey/capture. 

Draft.ed by Wildlife Section, 
Sabah Forest Depa~tment. 
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ll;:hln'o-,:pli~;n; 
t'o 'g",e,t ' . 

. • .' ';., . : :< .... ,':,. ;" .) 2 ~/!t / ~ r: __ 

':'$"3' m"';I~:·I··II~····o/'~:n~';;l 
o· "'!. .pp. ~ b • • • :. '. ~. ..t .. 

1. I. .... ,;"I.:., _ .. 

; ~~ I. • • • •• 

L~:OTA KjN.~8~·~~.fr~: 7,~,;·.~#'Jy.C~~~'n~;,~~~p}1.ati~~0~ : 
; :)Ar' PaHld· Andau. o(:tti~·:.:' . ·tnfdrmaiion'OI\;:existing Su-
. ~~ba~' Wildlife ,[j,~p.,~:rt.:m~~~~.':~·' ~itt~i~!~,i:~~~q~~protec- . 
"~n Sandakan today ... ()rd·.l.hc: , tion'oCexistirigCO'riscrValion 
'~uinairapJ~~~i~Q!o~~:~.hat,: :.i:.~:8:r,eah~t~t~~II;~~~~.n.t, of 
. '.~heGo~er~~ent~~ad.~·~~J:':;;:T~it).~~~~u~g:,~.ntr,e~::~!plur:e of 
:. ~mar~c:d lbouJ .~~ ~~!,Ui.?~l~~.!~lr~~dapg~r~d. ::~:nj,Bt.l'~; :~ra~s. 
~}~e.propo~,cd r~!~ocons~~~:~".',~!~F~ll.~,~J~·,\h,~ ~~{~; cap~ 
' .. ~Ion . pro'gramme and .that;'·;'!tlvc :b~~edint.::reseQrch.and, 
; .. ;his,was to be s~pplem'cnt.ed'.:/'dey~tojini~n't.:'·<;.',,,~?,t.. .. : . 
. '~y ,contributions fr~m the, " . t ' .,.;., 

, pu~lic. ' " S·c~p'ti~ism~." ' 
' .. ; :~pe,aking froni thc rioor I' . ',1, 

: .. ~~ today's forum he said it He sa.id lh·e.coQperat.ion 
,~as i~o earl~ for .the Saba.h of logge~ wilr~iso be~Qught 
" :rhino cOITIJtlittee'I(Vgive full " .' in reducing ttie incidence of 

.... ~detalls of its programme.,·' ,,' poaching·;wfiilc. ttie -assis- ; 
,~ .His.comments followed a " ta'nce 'of the armed forces . 

" )eri.es of q~estion from the . pol~ce and.:fores·t ranger~ ~ 
; 'floor, on what exactly the would also be enlisted to . 
:.·Sumatranrhinopanel!ict,up . b.ring poac~cl's to~boQk .. ', t 

.~y . t,he State Government In' addition there will't;"c it· 
I '. 'planned 'to .do 10 'save :lhe' ;- . increased surveillanceofout-' ~ 

{ ~~nimal:. _: ;' '... lets fqr rhino prpducts.;·, .:, 
~ ;:. The h~ad n(- Il\e paricl's:-' A. mem~ro(i6e·,fJoor •. : 
; 'lec~nical 'committee Dr". Mr Lim 1yng Yee'; voi~~ ~ 
': "Murtedza Mohamadfaccd,a, ',scept~cism ,over' . the "ade- 'd 
~ ;~aJr~ge of questions ,?n·~tlie ,'. '.: 'quacy '0(: iocai ,.exPertf~ciO~. 
j. :~ommi,ll~:$ p.laps; ,He:P5)i.~t-:, ... : .·.~ea! ~j~~.: l,~~ ,:.m~~f~r:~~n" ~ 
:. 1d out.th~.p~e pal\elwas a~'.. calle(r.~n all concer~ed to be J r 'i!d· hoc q.nc·ilnd'tbafit.wa's" ·'raiiona·">·'::~·: .,.:.;; ... ,' .. , '.:i 

:·,~n·I~. h.c!ping \hc ·"Yildiire. ',.- D~Murtedia:in-replyto,a,'~ 
i ;oep~~tment Whichjas a lol . qucst.ion s'aid th~i; :~e have' ~ 
, .r,f problems.':' ", . lhi! ,I~c.at exp~~isf.~_i!a~eta ~ 

,1. 'To a~uest.lon fror,n ~r:". ve.teririarian .. sai~ ,fr9m the ~. 
:.' Salleh Mghd' ,Noor, of 'the'" noor'that'~ven a$'avtihedid,: 

,Malayan'"N'alu'r'e Socicty:'Di "'not ·<··co·nsidet· hiri\~lr' an : 
. tvlurtedz8 said·' the"coin>··;- expert;' on': th~. s'Uinat~an', 
: fDittefs plans includcd. a < rhino ...... ' .' ' 
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UF.uSE'l'IA PE.'1l1LIHARAAN 
SIJMBER ASLI (UP~A) 

(di 

Pengerusi: 
peng~rusi ~r£ama: 

Menteri) 

YB. Po. Aria'h'T.' Ahmad 
YB. 'Tan Kit Sher 
En.'William Shim Setiausaha: 

Ahli: Bahagian Hidupa!'l 'L.iar) .r ...l~ ... t:.", !L.~ -; 10""1t--- D....-p-1f-, , 

Taman Sabah ) 
EPU ~C ~ . f -e.wo\)' IJltJul -, 
J'abatan Pe'rkh: drnatan Haiwan . ~ 

--(" 

~. v~. .~.". 

JAWATANKUASA TEKNIK 

" 

Jabatan Pert.anian - ' 
Jabatan Hasil, Burni 
;)K.~ Sa,bah 

JAWATANKUASA 
UNOANG, -UNOANG 

Pegu:!Im Neger i (Per"ge-rusi) 

'/')., .. 

.' .... 

JAWATANK:JASA 
URUSAN KEWANGAN 

Pe1\bendar.araarr Ne';er i 
( Pengeru5 i) 

Penyelaras Projek: En. Manedl Andau 'Local Citizens' 

Jabat~n Per. Halwan (Penqerusi): 
Dr. Edwin Bosi 

Kaedah Blak-baka: 
Prof. Dr. Jainuddin {UP~) 

Dr. A~~ad Mustaffa Sabjee 
(J. Per. Haiwan Persekutuan) 

J(aedah-kaedah Gen~,tik: 

I JA~ATANK~ASA KECIL 
LE:OLOGI & LAPANGAN 

pun9~rusi: / 
En. Lamr i ' AU' (Taman l 

p(~~ye 1 ia Lapangan:' . 
Dr. John Pa,yne (W"fJF)· 

~"!'l.a~gkapanHaiwan;· ,A 
En. rony parkinson­
(Pe.rhilit~n." persek:utu.sn) 

pt!nyelidikan. &.·'pinln)4Uan:; Dr. Ariffin 'Bonqsu (UPM-Karyotyping) 
Dr. Tan Soon Guan (UPH-Elec:,tropharesisl 
Dr. Alias Kamis (UKM-Kaedah Radiobioioqi) 

En. Joseph'Gas is (YS) \., 
En. . Robe rt St.u'ebinq ( UKM ) 

Fisioloqi & Pemakanan: 
Dr. Ridzwan Hashim (UKM) -,' 
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JAWATANKUASA 
PENOIDlKAN & PERHUBUNCAN 

AWAM 
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MUZlu~/Arkib: 
En. Anwar Sulllvdn 

Perpustakaan: 
Pn, Edel1ne Leonq 

Jabatan Pelaj~ran: 

ur...M Sabah: \ 
Or. ~ohd. Haleem Hj. Razl 

Yayasan Sabah: 
Or. Clive Marsh 
En. Jimmy OrQar 

'Local ·Citizens" ' 
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Notes o,f the' discussion 'of Rhino Technfcal Commi t tee at 
,Friendship League at 7.00 p.m. on 22, October 1 ~8·~-:~,\._., __ _ 

Attendance List S~e Appendix 'A' 

Y,B. Tan K.it Sher chaired the discussion. The"'f'ollowing 

proposals/suggestions were made for the consideration of 

the State Government: 

(1) The formalization of the State level Sumatran 

Rhino Technical Committee with its terms of 

ref~rence and objectives; 
, ! 

(2) The committee would be directly responsible 
---

to the State Cabinet and amongst others, its 

function would be to advise and recommend to 

the State Government the course of action to 

be taken' with rega.rd to rhino project; 
",-'. 

I 
'. " 

(3), The conuni ttee to be' empowered to, form sub-
, , 

conunittees; to '. co-op: person/persons and take 

whatever action appropr~ate to achieve the 

objective; 

'/(4) To decide the fqrmation and:meeting 6f the 

.protem committee on 25th October 198~_ at 

2.30 p;m. at the office of Y.B. Puan Ariah 

Tehgku Ahmad, Wisma Sa.lDah Building .. 

~he £qllowing items have been approved in principle for 

discussion on 25th October ,1985: 

(a) Welcome speech; 

(b) the formation of .tqe main committee 

objectives, terms of reference; 

(c) presentation of organization char~'; 

(d) functions and roles of sub-committees; 

(e) to decide on members of sub-committees; 

(f) any other busin~s. 

. ... 2/-



Lto add 

) , 

) 

2 

2. The discussion has proposed tentativeli
0
that the 

launching of the technical committee should be on the 

2nd week of .November. Members present also discu'ssed 

the organisation chart as presented at the meeting-and 

agreed in principleLthe following members for Y.A.B. 

Datuk Ketua Menteri's consideration:-

Pengerusi 

Pengerusi 
Bersama 

Y.B. Puan Ariah Tengku Ahmad 

Y.B. Tan Kit Sher' 

Setiausaha 

Ahli-Ahli 

William Shim - Setiausaha Hasll Bumi 

Bahagian Hidupan-Liar, Jabatan Hutan 

Taman Sabah 

Jabatan Pembangunan. Negeri 

Jabatan ,Pe~khidmatan Haiwan 

Jabatan ,Pertanian 

Kementerian Kewangan * 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 

"Ldcal Citizens~ - 1 * 

Chairman of 4 sub-committees * 

... -

The main committee should be empowered to co-opt per~~on/persons 

interested, 'group/group~, association to the sub-committee 

as and when necessary. 
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·.1 . 

2. 

· 3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

1'0. ! 

',.11 " 

12· .. 

13. 

I Lf· 

NAME 

Y.B. Puan Ariah 
Tengku Ahmad 

Y.B. Tan Kit Sher 

W'illiam Shim 

Mahedi Andau 

Francis Chau . 

G. A. Kunjan 

Terence Chong 

ADDRESS 

Setiausaha Hasil Bumi 

Wildlife Section 
Forest Department 

W.D.T. 323, 
88999, Kota Kinabalu 

·---P. O. Box 10740, K.K. 

P. O. Box 1625, K.K. 

'J.JAMPIRAN • A' 

' .. , . TELEPHONE 

32653 (0) 
214936 (H) 

660726 

214266 (0) 
711488 (H) 

Dunstan Dumpangol P. O. Box 101" Ken~~gau 

212852 (0) 

35034 (0) 

210037 (0) 
7l·~ 702 (H~ 

Rob Stuebing Fakulti Sains, UKMS 

Dr" !:1urteqza' 
. Mohamed· FSSA 58289 (0) 

2171"90 (H) 
.-

Lamri "All Tama.n Sabah, 211524 
P. o. Box 626, K"K. 

Benedict Topin W.D.T. 3~,Penampang 713337 (0) 
713690 (H) 

P~ter Athanasius JABATAN KETUA MENTERI 32945 (0) 

P jA-t4 ~ ~Jt... Y tA. ~ "t rt {;L 

53653 (H) 

./ 



Pengerusi 

Pengerusi Bersama 

Setiausaha 

Ahli-Ahli 

LAMPlRAN 'B.,', 

v. B. Puan Ariah Tengku ]\hnfad 

Y.B. Tan Kit Sher 

William Shim - Setiausaha Hasil Bumi 

Bahagian Hidupan Liar, 

Jabatan Hutan; 

Taman Sab~h; 

Jabatan Pemban9.~nan Negeri; 

Jabatan Perkhidmatan Haiwani 

Jabatan Pertanian; 

Univetsiti Kebangsaan Malay§ia; 
./ 

Keme~terian Kewangani * 

,"Local Citizens" - 1 * (Puan Sue 
_ Jayasuriya) 

Chairman of 4 sub-committees * 

* Ahli-ahli tambahan y~ng disyorkan. 
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SABAH SOCIETY 
P.o. BOX 547 

KOTJ\ KlNABALU 
SABAH,AfALAYSlA 

" ' -------------------------------... --~-------.... ' --------
SABAH SOCIE.TY NEWSLETTER NO. 17 - SEPTEMBER 1985 

SA VE THE RHINO 

The highlight of , it his month newsletter 
centres on the controversy of;the 
proposal to capture six pairs of;Sumatran 
rhinoceroses in'Sabah, of ,which four are 
to be exported to zoos in the United States. 
as part Oria captive-breeding programme. 
The first two pairs are intended, f9.r: captive 
breeding at Sepilok near Sandakan.' 

,. 

SBLAMATKANLAH BADAK SQMBU 

Risalah Pertubuhan Sabah buZan ini menunjulkan 
perbalahan pendapat di atas usul (menangkap 
6 pQsong badak su .. mbu (DicerorhiniIB SumatrensiB) 
di Sabah dimana 4 pasang diekspot ke Amerika 
. Syarikat untuk dipe lihara don dibiak di zoo 
terpilih dL§O!la. Sementara itu 2 pasang yang 
latn dipe li~ara don dil?iak di Sepilok dekat 
Sandakqn. 

r ..... 1 '. If!YO"!-. had read in<the papers and re.' c.oll~c~, "'-Yt is. the Sumatran Rhmo Trust of. the 
I. .'..', American Association of ,Zoological, Parks 

Akhoor tempat"~_telah memberi la tar belakang 
PrQjek mengeKiJpot badak iaitu diseZaraskan oZeh 
Sumatran Rhino' Trust dibawah pengendalian . 
Pertubuhart Zoo, Tamon Negara dru'f Aquarium' 
Amerikci '(AAZP A). Persatuan (ni jugasedang rl. 

rl 
rl 
rl 
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,I °0, 

and Aquariums (AAZP A) that proposed 
this prog,.amme which also includes the 
capture of:4 pairs from Peninsular for 
captive breeding at Malacca Zoo. 'However, , 

merancang projek yang sama OOgi badak suml?U 
dart Se~en~j~g. Walaubagai~~apun, hasit 
pembiakan'badak badak dalam ~:meliharaifri adaZah the' progeny of ,the'exported rhinos' will 

remain the property of:the respective 
Sabah'ancl Malaysfan Government in 
Perpetuity. 

_ lJflk miUk bertel1l$an bagi kerajaan yang 

Yes - the Rnino Project is important 
because they are on the verge orextin~tion. 
There has to be a comprehensive" progr,amme 

terltbat. 

'Ya - Memandangkan ju.mlah badak:YCJ!l.gk.((lJl 
berkurangan don hampir luput, m.a.~~. Proje'k ' 
menyela.matnya adqlah penting Clan sUngguJt '. ",r'·"' 
berynakna. P~gram yang menyeltlruh".adidah 'pertu to save them and ensure their fuiure 

'8llrvivaZ in ltfalaysia; , ", . , I!Jltttk 1hem~tikan m~a hadaJ)C!n mereka di Malaysia. 

But the question is. HOWt Can we hope 
. f9r a miracle to save' them in their natural 
: habitat environment or that the captive 
~'breeding will definitely be 10096 successfr:J.I 

{f,it is carried out elsewhere outside the 
State. Or should there be captive breeding. 
programme both locally and abroad to 
ensure maximum chance for the survi'Val or· the rhinoceros?" . 

Tetapi BAGAlMANA'1 4dakQo kita berharapkan 
, sa tu, kuasa ajaib bagi m,eitye'iamatkan mereica·:'·' > 

d~Zam alam ke,adaan semula jadi mereka ataupun 
pembiokan secara terpe l~hara don berlindung 
akan membawa kejayaan'-l0096 seldrahya d~~t 
diluar negerf? Atau pwt program membiak secara 
terpelihara perlu dilaksaria serentak sekqli-dt;' 
daZam don luar negerE? ' 

Local nature lover$ have expressed their 
opposition to the proposed export 
programme for captive breeding. On 3rd 
August, 1985 the Sabah Govemment 
announced that it does not allow ~he 
expOrt o(:.rhirioceros from ·Sabah.. Any 
research fer the.propagation of:tne .. 
species. sl!o!i __ ::J'Ifil'i! as JltiiBfr .. 
beat chance . . ~':.' I is in ~tr 

Peminot Peminot Alam Seldtar telah menyatakan 
perasa{Zn don me~ba~gkang programme 
mengekspot bfnatang 1nl. Paaa 3 Ogos, 1985, 
Kernjaon Sabah juga telah mengumumkan larangan 
di atas'pengekspotan binatang int. Kerajaan"ber­
pendap..,at ses~atu kajilidik' ~9i' me lipatganclakan 

, _ , ... ~f'.e~~~~~. ~!,'!:.~~9..~~~~~1,~~ '!"ijalankan distni 
',~ liagfme~p'pJt.l1Can J<eJ~yafln hldup yang terselamat 

. ··natural haIJltOt".· ':, . "':: 
. dafam habItat semula JCidi mereka. . 

. ,if 
.-- "'-... ,':' 

>~ 
• :-- ,.~j.. ,:-- -"".. 

! ! .: ,.- .- .. 
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All orus shoulder the heavy respon­
sibilities of.preserving the country's 
natural heritage. We must understand 
the necessity of,taktng drastic 1neasures 
to save the few remaining individuals of. 
Dicerorhinus Sumatrensis. 

There must be a concerted and cooperative 
effort by all concerned to ensure that the j 

Sumatran rhinoc·erQ.8of,Sabahis.saved ~nd 
not f6cing a zero-population growth rate. 

~itq:seinU(1 &ert,anggungJuwuD m~llyt:awllul.l\.u/( 0Y-' :v' " 
warisa~ ~lam kito in,i. !(ito perlu memahomi ~ '\90C'\~~'IJ 
kepe rluan m~nf!ambll tlnda~QH tegas bagi l' ~o:f~ 1 

menyelornatkan seberapa yo'ng boleh S,aki-,baki~' ~~ (, :~,_,' 
Dlcerorhinus &unatrensis yang masih h.iqup. ~fO~l 

1~ .! 

Pengembelengon tenaga don kerjasalna adalal1 
diperlui untuk mempastikan terjominnya don 
selamat hidupan lial~ ini dari merosot don luput 
di muka bumi ini. 

I'. t 

t.~,-,::"',, ~ 
I 

~ 
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I 
j 

PUBLIC SEMINAR/FORUM 
'; .. t 

In view of I the, ·controve r~y: c lou.(i.ing. ove. r . 
the' rhinoceros issue,· itwa.s qeqi~(#Jf. at . 
the 3rd Cotnm{ttee Meeting tlla,tIG.puPlic 
forum -be held to:;get(l!ld·ass~s .~1;ie. public 
opinion on. th~ :subjec;,t~ '.:~:: .. ,~, ':. ,:'. 

. :.: .' ~'. : ,': ~:!:."'. ,,,~, ":'.i.:. . ... -.J ~ . 

An Ad hoc:Commii.t~e.1w..~s~-l~rTf1ecjJC? ~~e. -
the smooth:r.U.nning,_ pf!the Jp/1.I.m.. .. ~' '-.. ~ "f~; 
Comlnittee qfficials are ; 

Anther Phjilfps 
Dr. C10le' M.arsh -

. .'1 1":" ... ~. :,,' v. _ .' 
Datuk Dr._ Lai'antl' .' .', '-'~~:' 

':~ .• ;;': .. ~ ';~!.;..'.' .. ~ .. ,.~ ... : .. ~.~ :0- • 

Chio~gg~ffew ~~ .. ':- ~:-:' ... ' _:. . 
• ::.: :·'.l ;',. -.. - ... ·;1 i·:i· •... ,.:.-.~ ~'l';' ~ ........ ,-, • '. • • 

Date o(#Fonim : . We"i{nesday- l1th.Se·pt~1985 

V~~";.:h"':';';'~'~W~;~:':':·:':,' 
j, • • 

Time:.:\ j .. 

.. : ., .. ~:. 

-, ·o'-:~.: I.", !" " ',' : 

SpeQkera: -" 
-r 'Jo ......... ,~:' ~ 

SEMINAR/FORUM TERBUKA.· 

J\tlemandangkan pendapat yang bertentangan 
di atas isu rriengekspot badak sumbu"roaka di-, 
Mesyuarat k~-3 Ja'w-a'fankuasa Pertubuhqn Sabai1, 
teloh dicadangkan m'engada,satu forum. te1;'buka 
pagi mendapat pendapa-t.umum yang meluas 
dalam perkara ini. i '; 'j .. ,. . '\ -

. ~ '.': i t .. ~ ~ . 

satu JawatmlkuasQ' :Adjhoolbagi :menj,ayak(ln .. ' .. 
(Qrum ini diWujudk.ah yang. manQPeg(l.W9i-~g.awai 
nya ialah .- - "'~::"-: .';- ~:. \.. :'.:':.':', .. ," :_:;, .' 

Anther Phillips 

/Jr. Clive Mors"!l, .. 
Datuk Dr •. ~ai· ~cm •. 
Chio Cheng. Leng· ., 

',- . 

' .... 

Tarikh Forum: Rabu, li SePt~ 1985 -'-: 
" ... ', . 

-: Mini ·Teater. 
. ,Yaya$qn Sciha,tt .... , . :;'. 

,,,' 
·Jam .' - 2.15:i pe~an9 ., . : 

PensyaNih. -: ". '-: .;. ~ .:! '.~' .... '. . 

.. :." ... 

,,~ .: . 

Proposer 1. En. Momin Khan'~ ,'-'­
(Ptrector General Wild 

: .. . :. -•. :. . .. ; ;! l \ ~ ~ ;: . ", \ 

. ;·Pembentang.--1.: . .'. :·En.·M.omm Khan __ .. 
Ketua pengar.qb'la\~~t.a,ni '. 
Mergastua Malaysia' " .. .' Life, P.qr;k$, tW~S-~ ¥..a.ZaysiaJ 

• .' • '~. - ,,: • • ... ': ~. : •• "J" • ~ 

En~' 'M~l~e~J4Wli4~ii:, :;r;[ .~, i~.~':"Y' 
. .' ." . ~ \~-') '" : ~. .; : : ,\ .. ~ \ .. ~ ~ !. . \ ~ ', .. -~ ~ .. : 

Opposition _ '.\. ,,', '~l'i' -!. ,,~' _ . 

.. ·.·f.:·'.· -1~, M·olid.:ldr.(s>~:·;;!.",~ ,,: ..•.... ~\ .. ;._ .. : ... 
, '. -' .. ;. :,:' "(i'r~sident. Qf Is.~q~j)-q~. A l,t;JTrr, ' .. " 

. I' Malays.iqJ$p;..M) or. .M·.a.lay~ian 

2. 

NaturelSQc~e.ty:, .. _ '." 

En. Sanudin Tahir 
(UKM Lecturer) 

- 3 -

... "'.:, ..•. : .. ~ ~:' 

2. En.1\..fil-le.l;Mungng 
," • I '.' 

4 '. • -..' t "').! ~ •.• , .... :'. -0":,1: • 

Pembangkang. ':'~{\":';:". ,.1 '~':;:': ..... -- ,'! 

.1oi "( Mohd.- Idris 
," .:"penge·rusi ~~baq~:t\4larTi 'Malaysia 

-..••• ~ " '.; •.... ,' - ',: .. :1 .:';' "_. '; '. ' 

2. 

..... .. '. I'f" 

. . ':.' . ,-~ :.~-
- '" .,' :.", ~ :. ~:: ;'.' 

En. Sanudin Tah6r.\~{l"'-::~ \ .. ' .. : 
(Pensyarah UK M)' 
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~~.fl~ A representative of,the American 
rWQ'~ Q~l Associ(ltion of.1Dological Parks and 

Seorang wakildart American Association of, 
Zoological Parks and Aquarium (AAZP A) juga 

'- · ~~ AqUiinum (AAZPA) will alsl> be invited. akan dijemput. ' 
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Proposed Chairman for the Session : Pengerusi Sessi 'y~g dicadangkan : 

Tan Sri Thom08 Jayasuriya Tan Sri Thomas Jayasuriya 

,---_. ---- ---------------

OTHER REPORTS 

1. 

.' . 
.. -_ .... 

". ..:: '. 

SABAH SOCIETY DBLEGA nON MEETS MINiSTER FOR MANPOWER PLANNING 

AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 

On July 19, 1985, a,delegation from the Sabah Society, comprising Datuk Dr. Lat, 
Encfk Jumaat Adarn and Dr. Clive Marsh met with Y.B. Tan Kit Sher to discuss 
the So9iety's memorandum "Proposals fGr the integration pf..conseryation with 
development objectives in Sabah". Also present with-the Minister were his 
Permanent Secretary, Encik Charles EdmWld, his Environment Offtcer, Encik 
Yeo Boon' Haf and from Sabah Parks, Encik Francis Liew and Encik Rahim Sedik. 

The Minister opened the meeting by th.anki~gthe'SocietY.ff)r its initiative and, 

assuring:1is that he had read the memo~m twice ,and planned to q,ct on ~()8.....t of; 
the suggestions, within the constraints, imposed by budget. He reminded us that the . 
'" . 

, .Govemment was still hardly two monthS' old and would need ti~e to. act ~ffectiveZy. 
He said that he would shortly be visiting Kinabalu Park to study the situation on 
tl}e spot, and that he was aware of.tbe parWs boundary problems. Other specific 
issued. discussed ine lulled the following : 

.-~ ~. 

,Marine Park& The bombing problem was, discussed at length. ,The parks authority 
said that this 'Was now much less serious than in previous years. This was accepted,' 
but we cit~d three recent specific instances to indicate that it has not ceased 
altogether. Difficulties with'enforcement were ac~owledged by all and the Minister 
said.,that he would raise the matter again with the Manne Police. It was also 
suggested to write to the Kinabalu Yacht Club to remind members of.the prohibition 
against spearguns in Thngku AbdUz Rahman Park. Encik Yeo informed us of.plans 
for ,a seminar for Ketua Kamponqs'on ~e effe,cts of,coraldamage on fiShermen's 
eamings.· Much of.the 'dredging, wh1c~ also' de~troys coral, occurs just outside the 
park boundary and can not presen,tly be stopped. Ho~ever, action has been taken 
in a few cases of.infringement and the matter is being examined further. 
On the subject o(.P. Sepadan, Sa,bah ParkS told us that there is no prospe~t of.it 
obtaining any protected status, while its'ownership remains in dispUte with Indonesia. 

Croc1Cer Raooe National Park. The Ministryclarified that a st~ip along the 
roadside ,including ~he Rafflesfa site at km 59 is actually a Forest Reserve and 
exc,luded from the, hew National Park. A~tlon against shifting cultivators here is 
thus the responsibility ~f' the Circle F0rf~t Officer in conjunction with D. O. 's , 
Sabah Parks told us that they are prese'ntly reviewing the whole, boundary and hope 
to obtain funds for some development of.the park. 

.... "\ .' 

. " 

'-:" " : :.~~.:: 
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SabOh. Fo~st Industries and the former Klias Park. Sabah ParkS objec ted t() ~his: 
project at its inc·eptionj but wa~ ~Ver-litled. the mangrove' portion of the 'pa~k __ ....... 
remains a Forest Reserve and there seems little purpose in proposing to revise ~" : 

, ' 

it as a State Park,. as· it is adequately protected and not really suitabl~' to develop 
for visitors. 

An Environmental Impact AsseSSlrtent {or. the S.f.l. project was completed and 

distributed to several interested parties, including U.I<.J¥l.S. We expressed the 

the Society's concern that no Ushort-cuts" IJe tciken in t.he irnplementation of 
adequate measures to prevent pollution of Brunei Bay_ 

Parks Legi$la;ti(J~),. We were taken to .task by the Parks representa~ives {ornot 
knowing that the i9~4 Par"ks enactment does ptovtde for ~ public, enquiry t'c?:p"recede 

any proposed boundary alterations. We apologised for this, but on' further checking 

of ,the Ac.t it rent'ains true ·thai\cilte~ations to the parks do not re quire·. approva I. pf 
the State :Assembly.'17ieY 'can thus'be changed more 'easily than Forest Reserves., 

I. 
,. 

Mamut CopperMine.~·. ~,The Ministry point~d o~t that despite aU-tlle outery abo~t . 
(. . . . ., 

pollution, there is little,or nQj chemic~l pgllut.iqn fro!n the ~ine, onl~.~~sp~nd~d 

sediment. Encik Yea BQo.n. Hat r~.quested qetatls on any evidence o{.poz'lution that 
might justify further exPensive st~di~'s of tile proble m. '0'A1 RD, ih~' ~i~'i,{g '~omp'~~y 
has carried outexjjerimentdZ,ipadi'Planting.and;Iound nO~'reduction in.yielqs.·;.\ ,', 

: -. . ".:- .;' ::;( ;": :': . . .... ':. .... '. '.. '. .; ...... ::;'. ' .... 
The meeting ended afte.r. two nours a~ 4.3.0 p.m~: It wa$ felt to have been ,constructive 
and cooperative in tpne.We wer~: at pains to point out. the ~~cietyis 'go()d 'in~~ntions 
in raising mutters. with Go,!emme.n~, :and, for' our part, came away with a '~etie~; iilea 
of ' some of the constrain.ts facing; the ad,rninistration. 

,. . r J '. I': ~ 

.... .,' . ~ :,'~ .. 

A.Iso·attached - The MKMo.RANiJUM ON "PrapQsals (or the integration· of;.:/~ 
conserva.tion wi~h deyelopment ()blective~ in Sabah". 

.:,' .'. 

STOP PRESS..~!:~< .... "·' ... : . 
~ . '.' ";' \ .... \ .. 

At the 3rd Sal:iah Soc,iety Committee 
Meeting: it \Vas d~(i(de.~ ,tn.q~ whfle. . 
members of Soc.i~ty' m flY sp~t;lk in their 
personal capqcity, 'e$peciallYlor . ' 
press releases, any c(imment w'hich 
conlmit th~ Society:should only.be. 
released THROUG.H. the, .R-residen.t , 
and. Vice Presid~n~ 

KENYATAAN AKHBAR .. ~ ........ ; - . ~, . 

MesYl..lorat KetigaJawatankuasa .p'ertUl::itry.an 
Sabcih te lah mene tapk<Jn bahcrwa ·CihZi-·aJiil'" 
pert~buhan dibenarkan' rnem·!Xiri'perid'apa( 
peribadi atou tersendiri terutamanya. dalaT11 
siaran okhbar. WaIaubagai.manapun: cjqlam hal-

. hoZ yang b~rsangkUJQn deng.anpendirian 
PertL!-buhan maka segala siararl'akhbar me'stilah 
diS4LORKAN melalui Preside'ri atau Timbalan 

. ! Presiden. ,. . .~ 

This is to ensure· that arty press ." ~"" ,'. i(awal'an ini ,adoZah ·pe1'lii·bagrln:~n~nt~~n bahawo 
re lease should convey '~h~-, 'vie'iv' 9r th:e.. . .;;·s~tr!Q~~· s~ar-.qn~,p~hbar !71e if:tbentangkanmndapat 
CONSENSUS OF MEMBE;t rathe!;,t;_ . .:.?~ ~nQ~~~latsua"8 dpn M-an ,*rdappt 

than pe rsonal'opinion., ;":' ,>- : • '<" -~n.C!;!dU;, l!: -"" ' J: ' ' , .' 

..:.r' : •.. ;" ',. 

-------~~~~-~~-~----~------
(ZAHRA YAACOB) 
Secretary 
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I k··' ep···· l~n··· g'" re· . ,; '. _:. .' 

the\ .r·mnos··here~ 
. \9. . 

ON Friday, Ausuna ... l~8s ·1.0ut ne~patJl~r p'ii. . . ........ . 
blished an .artiCle concernfug tJ.!,e Sabah State ·~o;.. . ".U·'::~!L-~-:...IIrCl.~~tt!!~ 
v~mmerit'S' ~ecfii. 'on not to allow the.~x~ ~~ :tlie. ' . "'-ri · ....J.l.. .' ... ~. J.t......:z. ~ ~..;.;.t 
Sumidran ±liinoceros, ." . '. . lXUet'S '·,,0 U DC .J:.UllU . 

Several stat,=ments in sUpport.of·the.arlef)dl-.' i\lIlettcnmllsl be.dcirei'~lo: . 
nister's stand were attributed to staff ~emlierS of . . -N Eciitm •. LettcfI To TM Edilur. 
UniversitiKebangsaaJt Malaysia lCamPtts·Sabah. . . lbe'bill)"E',lpri!ll~f:O,Box 139. 

. . ' kata klnabilu. 
Altbdugh the remarks were reliablY repOrted in 

so far as the indlvidua1s in question did~'and itUl 
do support the views expressed JJy the- Chief __ .. 
ter, the specific statements 'Were ra~)ier btaC;CUrate~ . 
ly quoted, and thtts reqult~ c:lariricatio.n. 

We do agree that the plah 
10· capture and export Ihe' 
rhinoceros does have. ils 
merilS. but we believe that 
there are sufficient grounds 
ror requiring the project to 
be carried, out locally •. 

EXpoS'lire . to a slran~ 
phys1cal and btotlC(patho­
genic) .environment . could 
rurthet enhance the risks. 

Uitlikeorlier large roam­
:mals such lIS Ihe dngula~ei 
(Ilntclopes ana theU Itln) 
rh!noi plinicularly the Suo 
mB1ran rhino do nOI.show 
nearly so good. L: survival 
record in zooS. . . . 

0:\1.\' kilt" "ldrr1.cd ~,It·"=,cI) '" I"~ Ullly f,prt~l 
\\I!J h" t'"~lulol~er\.--u f~a puNtcJfK)n. In ~_hJihou~ kurn 
,..",,1 .,:,,, lot' nfJUy "nll~fl .~ ~h 'I,,".~!e <J'UIr.~. pIHt"!· 
JIoI) ')1"','"11['11. tell"" ~H:ST BI:AR 11.0 ",ril~I" fuU 
:una·. 1\",,"',,111.1 Ioml moUlil':< ",hl~~,. SFJ'oJ1U1\' w<l 
Id<phun< ,,,nU<:I lIurntx ... 1~~'IIdtlnyrnn< may he U<L-d. 

not. as the initiative 10 sa\le resll)lctured to pro mOle and 
·the speci~ is IDnl overdue. accelerate loeal inl/olveinent 
~ time crilically short. in IlIckljng difficult pro-

'. blems S!lch as reScuing the 
The concern of Ihe plan-' Sumstran. rhinoceros '(rom 

neri .Is in~ -appreciated ex\inction. • 
And should be applauded. The. Renyir dam rescue 
Otherwjie. the. problem «i-ration. organised arid 
would riever·.h&~ come"to ,..-
the alleiltiob or the. ma1brity carried .. out enlirely by Ma-

, • . laysian. ·was. a historical 
· of Malayo_its •. end the 4e1(eIDpt;nent. aloog these 

The original plan h~·. 
sneral points in ilS favour; 
chief among them thai"lhe 
rhino popUlation has dwin­
dled 10 a aangerous\y low 
level. and thlll drastic mea­
sures may be necessary in 
order to pre'vent its immi. 

possibilitY. remairu fhatno' lines;. . . 
. ThcSurflatran 'rhino'; Itl!pswould have been t!lltel1' We hope th·at. the Iatler's 

reproductive .rate is parti. until ~,~~te .. , . succesS will bee'ome an im-
·cularlylow •. Cnd 'as::the Now.morcbJ'Olldly-based. portant firSt $tep towarits 
spec:ia 'Is • n.ot ... ,ocla!.: .11', copperatWc meaSdtes can be . Malayslans.shouldenng.tht 
.pro~.~1.Y '1$' m~~h ..• mo~ .. \token ili,l@utttijJa a·rescUe. . oflen . heavy-responsibilities 

nent extinction. . 

Too often the role orleoal We also deeply app~&te 
administrators and scien- the good intentions of all 
liSt_ is merely to give Ifleir. concenled in mounting a 

conunt 10 prC?Posals rormu- ~: a~l:m~~~evc r fee I 
Illed e~drely from outsi~e compeiled. ror I". reaso~5 
the.eounlryand presentetiln .' II~ 

The primllrY, probll!nis in· dlf~,:ult to ~.Int~n! I".... ait~nipt.: . '. , .' . of l'n!aming tbc country's 
preserving· t~ animals 10-:' . b~~~t:lJ . co.ndltlon In . an . 'It lS'ho~ tlltt thinl!ccml natur41 heritage.. . . 
cally involyes protecting ·anifi~.enV1!'Onl!le"l.. 4eQsionqo~lnBSabah~ .. 'In eoncltJs.ioll. we .reite-
~~::i!~o:r :a~i:~~eS~~n;:Th~; a diiict a~d:favour: 'n5ponSi6ilities in the matter. . rale that understand Ihe' 
tion and p'crsi5ient illegal .able compaJ;ison. with the" wlllbe~.tepitrthecl~ction necesiityoCdraidcmeasures 

.reproductive C8p'a.bilities or of: mort local pUticipa\ion to save the few remaining 
hunting.. unguiates Is not valid. 'in both tbc planning anCl individuals of· Dicerorhi-

Measures against the . execution of such projeets: nWf $U:matr.msiB, 
lattcrarevetydifficuh 85lhe lJ'.he most reasonable'-
arells are remote and still compromise we feel. as has 
rather exlensi\'C. . been suggested earlier. is tD 

Another probiem is 8CIual- set up a breeding facility in .. 
Iy bringina culprits to book. Satiah and import the ex-

--_.-

as rhino killings are some-' p~~s:~ should be.substan.' 
~%e:/:~:~:d as rela,tively tial' sninss on the original 

amount budgetted for. irin:-
Thus the transport' of. Il . spon oC such a hugi·. 'but 

number of animil1s out of deliCAte cargo: .. ind" both 
Sabllh would certainly en-' roreign and 'Iocal . s'ci~ 
sure theirsafetyrrom poach- • ti5ts/'adminiUf'Blots ~n 

a mote: or less complete ronn itated abol/c, to (ully. sup- . 

. . l!t fint' viewing. . ra~a~he~~~t ~~~:e~Y ~~. 

. ing by irrcll.'0Dsiblc people .achi~ their goaJ.of,slvll\8 
whose prosecution r:ni8~t ihe ~~iC$. . .. 

.. proye difficult: .. ' '. 

· . In ulteme cases. runds . maJlY.i1lhen. tbaiihe rhinos 
arc: Collectld· rroin·· ·IOcal .. ' nimain lri Sabah~.' .: .' . 

. companiesandclutrineleii:to . ·Finall.9..wc.!to'p';t~III.~th.. t";. 
, . pn;jeclS . planned Ill!d i.II'\-. . a concei'ted ahd caopei'&uve ..... 
· .~i?I~.l!!Irea- atliloSt . erlllrely . ef(0!i by ~I conc:e~,!ed. and 
·lft.£Of1:igri'fcleniiSls. '. . ··.as soot! as ··possible. that 

. ..... '. .: . popuhitlon orthe Sliina!ran' . 
rhinoCe~os iit.Sabilh.will be .' 
put 'Ciii' t~~'roll.1!PJe-eovetY. 

' ~iitlli~"1~5!~iii£i:iJ~*t·ii.:;t~·;·,· .. Mdrtidzi~ht.tcl ." .' +.jr~~~~:!!,~~.~;i.~~ . ' .. " .... ' ...... . 
L;{r.~,)~~!~ijl~'·' ...... ·,fii"lt;v .. ::':;~;:;:··· .. ~··;~"I:.·'-.;:··;, 

~'Er..." .... -~;'P.h';:' . ::~.·<",,·,· .. A .. ·1 .... 
,. !.uch,iistherare~rilel~pe:,<::. ,~ ·8.· ... ,.':< li:<;\J.?¥'V . r "'llh these pOints· !n:"s' . ..; •. .' ./:< ': .... ~\ :". : 

fa~oil~~liy.then should die WiTH :rer~nce' to·:.·lhe'.: ..•. Ii~~. f~'a·:!C··.iD'··~~· ~.II"da-n;'- : , .. ~.oUS.P~~~I .... ~.!.in.~u.reridan ..•. 
rhl.n9 'export .,llIn· not be recent' fuis"cJ.Ver. . plans to uc:g' T" '''' .. 5-~U ~ "" • 

'. II,~Dpt~d1 We at the univet:... e~p,oi1. eliil6'iigeri'd .;:Sabab' .. ' sefUi spec;ieS and·.bupjWse·. At.le;lSt.«inr: s=.ior persbn 
slly CC:j:~ that· thC!re . aTC·,rhin6s.to· an American'zoo I' : 'his job is done·to iill:rease ,has.beeh ~10 ~ein&rlc in. 

,. overidhi's considerations re-' havu fc.w co'O\mi:nt;whlch . SOveTnmtnt ·ieo.:i!nue. . '. the pUt tliat presetvaUon is 
.Iatins 10' the. inten;su a~d ·.riIi,sht bc' Con.sid~~d '~re-. ·Sird tbe Ihe licence ret is. in:t&e lriilirestof developed 
ne~s of the ThIROS In vaiit.:.·.~ : .• ,: .... V: . JlQb. per ~bead ~hi~" mdst '. couiltfiessnd.: in Sabith. ~e 
particular, an~ Sabab {and Firstly; tile rriino ~~b~!'t.·.~o~·. iciatinot-. arrord.;it IiBvt; mtl!1= importa"t tuICs .. 
Maldysla)lnpneral. I1n endBileered i~cics.iiT inlg!ittSe~etter~~l1!d.~cf:·tli~··. ;iierero~""doriotti~.,. 

Firstly, th~ point has been . S.abah (or many.years. 'We ·.rteto say': ~20! .~lti.t mo~e sUnd the ou'tcry at l["pr~p-
made · .. n mllny occasions. . m.ay resret now tblit ~t!!PS • 'Peo~~ wtll ~ in~~ed 'In . . o~1G Co litlp' save ,.in endait;· 
and is still yalid'. that the were not talten t"e~ to"Pro- .' \ .ge~!.. thetb!e~nt';'ers' . can' . it.red ~peciel ~ ~ i:oll to 
~pture and transport of tect.~h~speelllt.mo~,pfO: • m:u v ~ 
.Iarge.. sensitiveanimals such' petlyhi its l1~tural.h~bi~al 'iJiend' mo~' tim~ . on the" . :tM people, of Sabah, . 
as the Sumatrao rhirioceros The 8,ame brBnat::Ofthe· . ri1~ UsefUl taSk of pro~- Finally; t hope that those 

'islike\)'toresultinthedeath · .. Fdres't Deparut\cdt'ls rcs-' iriS ,endangered. sp~cies whohlivecomptainedauhe 
ohcertainpereentageorlhe ponsible' '(or prOtecting suCh is the rhino. . proposal to export rftinol 
captives.' . . thim. But if. I. a'ril not. mis.- SeconclIY •. Sab.ahliubeen· should gct together to take 

The sltds. inl/olved from taken. ~his department' hai exportins minioM of lrel:s. the neccullry action. ir they 
. the time of capture to' too rew stafhir~lIrll':oul its - whiCh is the habiiat.oC the do not, I would not be sur-
eventual arrival in a lOO task. Instead or protectins rhinos. every y~ t?'cith<!.r . prised if the rhino.is extinct· 
some 12.000 trtiles distant endanierodl~~.theomc-. .counlries. . in Ii\'e ~ean. 
could take a subSlantialtoll ers 'have to spend t.heir time .' . But to my' knowledse no -
from an already alarmingly catching people. lNhb have onc -hu protested IIBa!.nst Lim Y~K.. 
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THE Wildlife Section 
. of the Sabah Forestry 

Department admits 
that it has no alterna· 

. tiye plan to save the 
State's" rhinos, follow··­
ing, Datuk Joseph 
Pairin Kitingan's deci­
sion not to allow four 
pairs to be sent to tlle 
United' States on a 
breeding loan. 
. Members· of the sec­

tion . fear -that the 30-
-odd rhinos left in Sabah 
Will now be at·the mer­
cy --ot uncon trolled 
·poaclling. . 

° The:director of Sing a­
pore·s Zoological Gar­
den, Mr· Bemard Harri­
soIl,: said this week the 
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out before an altenta- _ that the state Govern- tinued survival in loanplan. _ 
tive plan to save' them ment would not allow Sabah." he said. '. "In any:case.tbe deci­
could be worked out. - the export of rhinos. During the past four sion to· serap the plan 

Mr Harrison w~ in-- and that if any research years at least 12 rhinos was not totally -unex­
volved in fout years of ·or propagation of the have been killed by pected as there. ~has 
exhaustive -.discu~ions . animal is done it should poachers in the State, been a change of gov-
between the _ Sab~ be done in Sabah. . with another _ ·three ernme~t," be sait;l. 
Forestry Depa~tinent's . He -'said the state already .found killed "The decision" 
Wildlife Section, the Governinent wished to thi~_o-year. "'appears. to .have been 
Malaysian Wildlife De- protect the endangered '~"The estimated 30-rhi- -made . -because at 

- partment and the rhino .• but he. believeg~ nos left are no~ mostly national pride- and not 
Sumatran Rhino Trust, that their best chance isolated in various from. a conservation. 
an organisation set up of survival was in their areas near Lahad Datu point of view."-
by the American ASso- natural habitat. - which means . that 
clation of Zoological . Those- mvolved 1ri the there is' hardly. any ...-------'-........ ---
Parks and Aquariums. . negdtiati0I¥>, though breeding 'taking place: -

Last month a' corn· _ upset, declined to com- Mr Harrison said that 
prehensive . agreement Il}.ent expect to say that continued . poaching, 

: w~ finally reac~d be:- they woUld 'abi~e by might wipeout the spe--­
tween the three parties the GOvernment s ~ecI- cies. and perhaps the . 
- one that orily neededsion. only way to reduce the, 
the green light from the Mr. Harrision, howev- killing was' to incre~e - _ 
Sabah Government. - er. reacted by saying the n~ber of t~gers _ . 

Eariy this month the that the decision-was a in Sabah. . 
Deputy ConservatOr of' . sad one as the breeding Peninsular Ma1aySia~' . 

. Forests, Mr Millerd loan. plan would have for its size. has 900 ran- ; 
Munang, said that the ni~~t that the -rhino gers, whereas' Sabah . 
plan was still be~g stu- 'would surviye as a spe- which is about· the . 
died at department lev ... cies. _ same size baI; .. about 30 ~ 
er and that it was un-' -."Now •. unless- there rangers," he said. 
likely a cabinet deci- are some drastic Even it the number of . 
sion 'could -be made be:- changes in their con- rangers is increased he 
fore the ~e.w Year .. -_ setvation nothing felt that nothing would-~ -

Rowever,' Datuk ·much can be done to - have been more benefi- ' 
Pairin said last· week ensure the rhino's con- cial than the breediilg 

-.. 



r 
:; 

r 
I 

r 
~j 

r 

r 
l 
.j --, 
~' 

lJ 

r -.:. 

c 
r. 
r 
.J 

r~" 
t 

hi 

C 
r 
~ 

r 
J 

F· 
j 

i 
L 

-liovt st"-qd;,A'on 
rhi n o Qx"port 

we1lcdmed 
. ';:-c ; . I ' 

KOTA K.lNABALU. Tues. The State "Qovernment·~ d'e((ision to prevent 
the export of rhinoceroses for breedillS pur~oses was to~ay, ~elcom~d. 

The Sabah Environmental ProtectioD;,;,,AssociaUoli (Sepa) said it was 
~onsiderably less risky to'arrange for the,:~teedinJ. eXPerj~eiit in Sabah than 
elsewhere. ,: :; ;~':, l!'.vJr ~ ",,~:'t,.~, ,",;, , ; , " , 

I ts chairman Mr Henry Chok ~aid w,ha~ ,'- iIP,.p~~,mt ~ l.f ep,~~~ the tUn'i- ',:, ~. . ' 
val of the species. Looking !a,t)he (OW". " ·'i.al', u~~.s»eg~red specjes:' . 
taken to foreign zoos, 'a lot is ~~{t.,to. b~,,;' Po'. '·~r \ln4o~~~g' , 
he said. ' ,', - -

Yesterday Chief Minis- ,<,,'j ,; ,,' .'~. ~,,~;):r:. ~. 
ler Datuk Joseph Pairin From' PaitfOne ", 3 
Kitingan was quoted as "" • 'r '~:;'~:. :,"', ~~~:~'~' 
saying that if there was he feels th~ 'inIPo$ w~{d ! 

any propagation or reseac- have a betle~ c~~ce of &Uf,- t 
ch of the animal to be rival here. :, : .. :: ,I' " 
done, it should be carried He asked. ;'How could c 
ou t in Sabab. the rhinos l\l!Vive. e'~ _ t 

Before this various where if thqY,~,strU~8 ~ 
groups. including the Sa- hero?' , '::,': .. _ ',". . 
babat AJam Malaysia. This view ,'WIlS also ~ 
(Friends of the Earth) shated by ,UKM): f~~,t~,~ 
movement in U\e Peninsu- dean Assoe. Pr.~~pr. A!ur:' 
lar, spoke out against the tcZ;] MOh~,"_', tI'·,tltA, ~d ., 
move which was to involve be had doy,~; \q. ~~- I 
the 'export' of the Suma- ther the Antedi' 'l\lId the : 
uan rhino to the United right approach ta .. die era:. i 

States foi a breeding expe- bleM. . -:':. f?t._ <:,~ ~'J 
riment. He said th",Statc w~l~ ; 

Mr. Chok relt that if re- be the lIoloJ~i~,·~JI.~ 1 JJ1~i.~_ ~ r 
search on the rhinoceros pr~ch Is eltPeE,p.IWld I 

was the objective, it would the moUve ·p~~rJlJl'. ' 
be more appropriate to 'by el(hlblt1ng ;.~,.' rhlnol 
import' the experts than ,,45 a ~~',IlW,f~n~" in ; 
to export the animals. their zoos. \' :' ~;i~;(t, " '.'", " 

He also called for inv~ ; 'Hc SU~'~I~' :,~~t'-
tigations mto the reasons tee be, Id up',b' ·S~te '! 
for the decline of the rhino ~ovC(11ment~tC1:' :!,~. 1 
population. lion ' the i d\ :":. r~nt ! 

lSsUett
• , ,',;:: ,,~,~~:,:!;' :1 

Penalties 
'We need to be sure 

whether out forestry and 
other dev~opment activj­
ties are not encroaching 
into the teaitory of our 
narural habitat and endan­
gerin, their sUlVival," he 
said. 

Another point of con­
cern to him was the inci­
dence of poaching and en­
croachment into pzetted 
conservation areas. ' 

Mr Chok cited the 
example of the recent pro­
secution of a sand exca­
vation operator who was 
found operating within ga­
zetted Sabah Park Reserve 
near here. 

He felt that enforce­
ment at the moment may 
be inadequate and that 
many could be getting 
away because of flaws in 
policing protected areas 
and mUd pena1tJ~ handed, 
out to culprits. 

An ecologist. Mr. Ro­
bert Steubing. attached to 
the University Kebangsaan 
Malaysia (UKM) here, said 
he was glad tha t Malayaians 
were now realising the im­
portance of conservation 
of their national treasures. 

As a vertebrae biologist, 

;.#.r:"'i.l!" ..... ~ . 

f(j!I'~ 
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, ; \Vehavc to learn to plC. 
~he what we have, We 

1 would expect,tourists. na~ 
I tufllllsts· anl\ scilmUsU 
I, from all over the world to 

- - -

I 

to OUl environnient and' 
heritage. .. . 

e cooperate. with the: 
relevant authorities :by' 
hunting,' wllen' the time 
is permissable, sames that 
are considCled,pesis. 

o improve our.enfo:cc-
ment ,~ 
, O,:to zt IIp'~r~b ',I, 

uni~ oO'mpdsing lbcit] ,~!'" 
I forcign.rcientists ;,' , i 

, '0 'jiIaec",ilatdral ~Yi.~ 
ronment' protection . as a i 
top priority:', ~ JeUurc: 
and CCOD"mic:gaiits ' , 
; 0 COII.mittirig :our t9P: 

gQvcmment ,o~1Cials ,and, i 
politicians into the; enYi~ . 
ronlllent protection groups ; 

.., Introduai' ienviic:mJ 
mental I)roiection, willI.' 
Ufc and came in our school: 
curriculum, . 

Ll set up a loologi<::ll 
and botanical museums for 
Ule preserv:ltion of our ma- ' 
terials and for educationU 
purposes, and' 

i conft'~ hete b~use. I) mele out heavy pc~ , 
i 0!l~ ii exclusi'ore, , nalties for poaChing miil 

. , '. encroaching into prohibit- , 
,~ -HI(' the 'proposal Is cd arm, ,! . 

':',; accepted, ,we Sabahllns It can be seen that we' : 
'}.i?aye to pia>: ~ur role too" have to loolcjntdthe~o' 
, W~ . have to ensur!l sum; projcct not on tine aspect , 
viland ~~8evlty, o~ our m· but, the riatpsBl. environ: i ' , 

enVIronment and~; . ment overall. ; ,,' I, .' 
is ,8 PIl; ',' ,When }ve i,: fanally , 

Yl[ll/-~!llc;~or' 0ttIl. '! become a mO~1m1 ~d pro-

/l:l'.~~~~~ry~I~~~(':f:l/~~,t:~~~~J " i' grcssive country, It may be , the' ' ~oo.'ate to sa~e, aur~~~ 
envlf9JUllent \ and', every-
thingi.nit, , ,:'" ''''-

: ': the' P.1nda' ,from j China 

-

~~~~~~~~~~~~~II~i~~i~~!i~l~j~~~~rr~~'\ In iend to. agree Iba, 
"should be aD: ~~c in 
:: ,dt:cidirig' whcte thidUlllio ,t, should be. Fa;. .• ;stll1l, wc 

'4!'~i~";~·'~·~·i~~i.~~~17i\' 'ii:ali ten 'them', :utat· the :) " 
!-' :' mlno itayS'I',: ....itr:re It . 

~ongs. ., 't 
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'HE Sabah Govern. 
~nt'8 decision to tor­
~o a plan to send 
'~-Ir pairs oC its en. 
f'llJgered rhinos on a 
:~ng loan. to Amer­
;m zoos has been 
~~!eng~ . 

appea,led against the 
decision, with one 
objection to the Gov. 
eminent's stance' cam .. 

ing fi"om.,Chlef lvIiI$ter !~~iE~!i Datt,tk Josenh· .Pairin . 
. Ki~an's brother. Or ., 
Jetfrey Kttlngan. . . 

3ever81 people have ~t!'1~Te ~~~:--~',ou1~~~;tl~Dii~m 
Fo~~n, is repOtted 
to 'have Bent Datuk· . 
PaJrln'~ a. petsonat". ;:.~ 1WJ,~~4t! 
m~dJlm! astdng::; 
him to ~l'1eW!tIle, decE:.· 

::Be{ ~;i,~t: 
·annOunCed that~~the~.;. 
State'· . Oovernmen~ ( ~Fg.:~-:-,~~,,~£ 
would not allow tbeex~:. 
POrt ()f rlUnos and that}[.~ .. 
if any reaearch or propo~:: 
uauo~·ot·tlJe 811lma1 is·~:. 

: done 'it sbOti1d be done' .. 
in aab.~·. . : . 

He sild the State·· ;fMfftiioi~VAt. 
GovetnJn,ent 'Wlshed to 
proj~t tb~;'en4angered: 
rJiliio . but 'be 1Jel[eved 
that' tbefr beat cbarice 
of survival was in their 
natural habitat. 

The ~'Ill-~W~tJ1~lt. 
made a 
of c:UsCUSsiOlt18 b4etwlaeJ1' 
the Sabah Jilnl'A«!hov 

'IJartment·$~e:~a_ $ection, the 
WIldlife 
and the Ameri­
can-based Bwnatran 
Rhino Trust. _._. ~.~_._ 

Those invplved bi the 
negottat1o~' tboup 
upset, d~ to coni., 
ment expectto~say ·that 
they would abJc;le "b,Y 
the OoVemment·s dect~ 
siQD. ' ..•. 

iiil~:i.U.i . 
·t;be . tbe ~matter· BhoWd 
not be lett 'tb4f, way-. 
it Is cructaJ that a Iiear 
extJnc~ $Pecl~ was pre.. . 
servec:l. _ . 

He said he didn't 
know what made 

. Datuk Pa1rln 'declde 
against tber~ butex~ ; .... J.<~< 
~ tba 1\'om what '" ,:,' .... heliialearntthe Cblet r·'.i· .: 
MinIster was .not ·tun, ~.:.?~::,; ; ... 
aware of the detaU& . 

i~ '.: ~~ •• ': ' 
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Rhino export issue 21/f/fr 

lnore-.complex th~n .... 
This meeting agreed, 

fll'stly, that a' captive 
, bree~ng programme was 
. an·essenti~ insurance poli-: 
,ey' agaInst the failure {)f 
conservation efforts in the 

" .wild. and ~condly, th~t 
" the American Association 
Y. of -Zoo P,!rks and Aqua-

A'Suptatran Rhino riums would ·collabonite·.in 
HAVING' fQlio~e'd,vith' in~ - ajolnt progtamrne With the 
terest yo'\Jr corres~ndence '.' Malay.sian authorities. both 
on the ''ihino que~tion'\ I in the Peninsula and in· 

';' ' .. 

Letters t9, the Editor . 
AU letters must ~ addiessed t().:. 

Th~:E9ilQl', LeH-ers TG-T'he Editor •. 
The Dt~IY Express. P. O. ~l'- 139. 
Kota J{lna~hj. . . ' 

ONLY letters addreMed exct'J5ivety to the Daily, ExP~5 
will be considered ror publication. In addition. letter.; . 
must, also be neatly written with double spacing. prHer' 
ably typewritten, utters MU~ BEAR the wilter's fun 
name, residential and mailing ~dre~. 'signature an<!' 
telephon~ contact. nwnber. Psa.:donymru may be used. can not "help noticing 'that Sabah, while Indonesia 

nobody seems to have con- . would develop a simi- cies to aetas surrogate ·mo-·F.~rest Department appears 
tacted the Foxest D~paft- lar programme with .How- thers. This is obviously' incliried to accept the con .. 
ment to; fmd out what le tt's zoo,' in 'Britain. The 'easier done iri.a· zoo with census opinion within .the' 
Uteir, propoSif actually,in- Malaysian' project would other rh in'os, as .well as roo world. 
volve~ .. In.a rece~'t 'phpne. involve:- . establishe~ laboratory .faci- Apparently, ~e grea-' 
:conservation, . the Wildlife' ' e Financial 'support for, ·lities. : ' ,'" 'test risk to animals is from 
Section '. gave answers, to. ,conservation efforts in the' The -financial r~ason· fo'r. ,.s~ock, shortly' aftet' eap-.. , 
several, questions ,. 'which . wild,'fucluding further sur- proposing to. move som~ , 'ture andduringlocaltrans- . 
may be' of interest t.o Daily vey . work and th~ fencing . animals to Amencanzoos '. p~rt by 'road or helicopter., 
EipresB jeaders:~ .:' _ ' . of the substantial part of j's that i,f they are' to ,foot Moving· animals' f~rther 

~:. How m~y -th~nos 9ne small reserve in Selan- ",the, bill.iiltiin~tely .by do-. ·.'afteld' by air is" act,Dally 
have be~J\ kiDed ~ by 'pqa;- gOl. nations'. from 'ihe Amerl~ ··quite easy and, Ut suitable': 
chers, and, what can 00 . ,.e Technical assistance can' pupu'c, t"'~y have. w" 'lian~ . it m.akcs little dUfe:. 
done to . save, them (hthe \y~th the 'Cllpfureof ani~' have soJIlething to $ow rence, whether'. th~journey' 
Wild'(' , ,mals'fr~m ddomed areas in foriL; .... ,lilStsone, hQUr'"'(ff20 hQurs. ' 

. The D.ep'~eni laiows ':' bothPenirisulaI Malaysia .. .• 'If the American zoos' In ~m; jt begins .to' 
. of at least 12 rhinos'killed '; ·and ~abah with a.view to can .tot. ,carry oJlt, the' en-.. look as though fhe 'whdle 
over ·,the ,- past ': few years" esfablishing a captive herd 'tire' project here, why' . .issue.is more compliCateq 
~With 'anoth~r three poac~-. . of about npairs~ . don't ~e ~o it.ou~lyes?,' '1'. than just .whether or'not to 
ed.aIrea~y this.year, . ,... Financial 'and tech-' Thl~ ,?-S. L;~r~.~ly.an. . 'peilllit ·~e~port" .. 

Abouf.half of the re-. nic'al assistance, to deve- . ~ttr~stJ~e , po~~llity. tJut '. By . all .means,. Sabah 
,mainirig total 'of perhaps loP' the Malacca' zoo: as It will De expenslVe .;,.. cost-" . must insist' on; some 'local 
30 .:.... 'SO animalS- bi. the the princip~ Mal~ysian ing severalnii~on- tinggit . ,breeding.· here.,'Staff ttain-
St~'te~"'1e~ved, to ~live breeding site.with a fur- ov~r sever~y~ars." ......... ;" ing and ~c~olo#'tranS~ 
in the Ta'biti Wi14life ,Re;, 'thet smaller facility to be Is . th~ ,Sta~~ or Federal.· ~er" but It, takes two p~-'. 
serve, whiitf ~e..relllainder· buiit from. scratch atSepi- Government. ~t some" ties to coUabOiate. ' '. 
are. scat~ere(f t.p~oughout lok,'in Sabah. , other organizatio'n pre· ". Is it too ia~to hope 
eastern, S~bah: !lame. of 1\5 part of this p~.o- PjUed to fmance it? ,for the Government to 
them in areas scheduled for graJpme, Malaysian vets' '. • W1)at ' abO~t' ~e riSks. . take"a second look at this 
cle~ance foragIictilture., and' ~oo staff~ be seht , 9f. ~aninials' dying ,on tIi-e-.' ' issqe?; If. not, .does any-' 

With a" total ~taff' of : for tniming on attachme~t . long jo",rneyto. Atnelica, " body have any better ideas, 
only; 35. men :the ,Wild: to leading ~nierican ~oos .. ···the different climat~ there' 'or is thiS. animal' simply to ' 
1if~ Secti9n can'omy hope 'e, AU aniO}aJs caught in . and'the risks of trying out ,be allQwed,to retire"from 
to redu'ce but not 'prevent ,the Peninsula' to be' kept "unproven" techniqueS' on, the ne,wspaperS into the 
the steady loss of animals, at Malacca and the Iirst such rare animals? .' archives? . 
, The. species is: no\v 00- two' pairs ~ughi in S.abah· " These are hard "·.ques-

Heved extinct in Sarawak,to stay at, Sep~ok. H<;!pe- tions to answer, 1j~t with, KAWAN,BADAK 
~limantan,·· Burin,a~ ThM- fully •. ' four il)ore p~s' due respect to pun4its.the KOla Kinabalu,' 
land and Indochina, while :w.'ou~d eventually be caught. . , . 
about iOO~500 .remain in in Sabah and transferred to 
Sumatra' arid' Penulsular selected' American zoos 
Ma18Ysia. '. . with 'experience in; breed-

Improved conserVation ing rhinos. 
in the wild rema:ins' the These animals would re': 
top, priority in every ~a$C, main the property of the 
but the experts, fear this' State ·-Government but on 
may not be enouih~ , 'breeding Loan. . 

• ·What was proposed· • But is it necessary for 
in tire: negotiations with ~ any Sabah animals to be 
the American AssociatiOn exported? . 
of Zoos? Tile answer to. this in I .. 

The negotiations' began the context of the Ameri-
P1 1982 and involved bO~h ·car propo~aJ is a.flI~·)es:. 
the Sabah Forest Depart'"' ' One technical rea§on is 

- menf WildHfe Section,.imd' th~t it ~ould be unwiset'O' 
. '. the Federal Department of.. 'keep all the S,apah captures 
': Wildlife ~d" National in one place ~Cau~e or-the 
~ P~~s_ ..,. , . . ... ~ .. risk ,that either <ti~ase or a 
·t: These led to a ~~ting .. ' breach in security (the alii .. ' . 
;m Sirigap'o.re. 'in Septentber, "mals,. woula need: 24-hour 

~:')9~'~ of. many'. irt~res~. '. gf:lard.ing),- w~uld. result in 
, .~::f~~s ". uilder th'7 a"sp~s <.,:':,~he l!ls~ df ~ the $toc~. . 
:~~t: tIi~· International Umop. . Furt~ermore, the much 
~~ iJ#+~0I1~~4~On' 'of,:N~~r~. ':'" ,talk~d:ab,qut .technique of 
:'$4T: ,~afu~I·',Re~o~ice~., <, .elllbroy.~t~apsplant requires 
>:~'tfrtijN:t'~,·::; ,-,: : .. :." :, - feniiles'(jt~ofiiei rhino spe-

. -
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. R,hino ·sllppo'rfer.' 
l,.Ch·allengePairin--

I 'fIlE Sabah Govern- appeaJ~ agai!ist the . . "My guess is tus deci· - darigered wildlife and 
. ment~s decision to tor- deciSion, With one'· -slon was made in re- - also to lend support "to . . 
pedo a plan to send objecti0l?- ~ the. Gov- spOIl$~. ~ ~e ~tand of tIi~ "Q~s~ pep.artmellt. 

;, four pairs of: its en- ~ent.s sb.ince:: com- S81:;labat ~ Malay- "W· h uld . amin -
. ~Aftgered rhinos on a fug·from Cblet'Minister _slan - ~.':eQ~onmen- th lIne sno ti ex f the 

~
~.. I.. . .Datuk Joseoh. Pairin tal . o~ation . - e p ca ODS 0 e 

; .. : lI:~lttg oan.to ~er- .kittngan's brother, Dr which . opposed the rhi- expo .ort plan very care-
.~ '. zoos has been. Jeflley· Kitingan. .. '.' _ . no export plan from the fully an. .d give~ that nO- I . 

-,.~alteng~.. ;. Dr Kttfugan. who is._ outstart." pr Kitlngan. b=. has ever done 
Several people have I director or the' Sabah said. . ," . ~ .... g. apo~t. r!llnos. 

... . •.. • '1:'1 d ti' Is . rted . . .' ~ be ore· I would aay that . 
. - • s: o~ .a. on, . repo ':' The F,orest Depart- the pl$l' wo1ild .be· en-· 

to Iulve sentD.atuk .. lPfmt .. and other in-sUring·the rhino's con­
Pairin a'. . .personal. .yOlvoo agencies: .bad· tinued·exlstence._ -·a . 
memorandpm ~~ ,1:l9t. been given. the' plan··~at.:can au~ent: 
him to. n;Ylew the deci- opportunity to furr:llsh what can be done locaI- ." 
sion. .: i";;';' . -- tb' tll.e state Go .. venunent Iy .for their .preserva- . 

Earller ~ mon with all the relevant tlon" he sald. ' '. 
Datuk F.'~. aspects of. the breeding ,.. . 

. . announced ,~tpat· the loan plan. . . Dr Kitingan said his~' 
State Government·. '. 

: would' not ano.w the· ex- '. Dr Iqt;1ngan. Said the memOl'8.Jlduin.W8S sub-
. . Ya~rasan Sabab took mltted last week and _. ; port_·· of. thin. . os and ~~t . tb' e;'l.c-'·tta·ti-ne to ask th'e t " ' ...' If any research or. prop- .. ~ .Y't to· • ~tha·the subJect·w~:- . 

apUon of the animalls ~o~~en reVIew likely.to be disC~ed at 
.··.done it shoUld be done :i~'i~0fn~urelY b~ ~a=t"'~~P~=!-. 
, in Sabah:' ... '. ..ca~-wlS. __ . J'e§.~ . with th .. :;,.;r. 

lie· sald· the 'state .~~ ~§~~a.tlon of ~n:-~ .... _ ... ~.~emoranaum. 
. GOvernment""wished to ;i -' --'.' . - .. , ..... -.. --.. ---.-. -.' 

.l>roj€C,t ·tJie·endarutered: 
rhlilo' :but·.be beJIeved: ...... _..._ __ _ .' __ . _" _ that· their best' Chance r' _. ".'-" .... -.... ,. - .. ' 
of.survival was m their i 
Il:~Tb~' IUlJji(;at., . t i .. - - .-...... - . . e' - announeemen ; 
inade a fqtu1ty of years: 
of discusSions between .... -"' ...... -., -

- the Sabah ForestrY De-
partlnent'$ Wndlife . 

-- ..... J1ectlon, the"'~artni .. ~.l\Y~iat'· ~ .. ----- '-" 
WlldIife. Dep en .: 
and the Amerl-

. : can-based . Sumatran ; 

I ~gs=lvoolii~tiie' 
negotla~ons~ . though -~ 
upset,decUned to com- : 
mente~t to say·that t 
they would abide· by f 
the Government'sdec1- ; 
sion.· . \ 

I HowevaftsDr . ~tiJlg_ r 
an S8I(f . Week that 
·the . the matter· shoUld. t 

not be left that way as 
it Hi crucial that a near 
extinctspe.cles.w~.pre:- - - . ....... .·0. --' 

se~~d he didn't: 
., know what made: 
~ Datuk Patrin 'deCide . 
- against the plan but ex-
: warned that from 'wba~ . 
, ~e ha41earnt the Chief 

C'.: M1rilst~I" 'was not ~y : 
\: . aware of the detans. 

~:.:t~: ... 
•. i· ... 
.- ':.' .... 

... ;'t-... ~ 
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Sabah ~NO·' 
t . h- ~1If~ 
·0 rlnO 
export :'pl~n 
KOTA KINABAL,-,,:Mon. 
- The State Government 
will not ,"low the export of 
rhino~roses, the Chie{l!Ain­
ister Datuk Joseph Pairin 
Kitingan announced here 
iast nigllt. . 

He. said if there was any 
research or prop~eation' of 
the animal to be· done, it 
should be carried out in 
Sabab..· . . 
.' Tlled~ii(ori~~ilies~ifl'('(ic'" 
wake of mounting objection' 
from' varlous concern'ed 
groups throughout the 
country, to the proposal to 
allow the rhinos to be taken 
to the Uriited States for a 
breeding ~d researcb 'pro­
ject. 

It was reported last week 
according to the deputy 
Conservator of the . Forestry 
Department in' SandaJcan 
tbat the agreement to send 
the Sumatran RhinoCeros.to . 
the US was eXp'ected to be 
concluded early next year. 

DatukPairin however 
said last night that the 'State 
Government will; not ap­
prove the export of any 
endangered species' includ­
ing tlie rhino.' 

Their best cbance of sUr­
vival is in their natural habi-
tat," he said. . 

Datuk Pairi~ was speak-

The Sumatian rhinOCeros 
'ing at a graduation cerem- was carried o'ut in Sabah. 
ony for tourist gUides who The' State . Government 
attended a Sabab Tourist w~ntC:d to protect the. rhi-
Association course. noceroses which was a very 

He . said a very liberal. rare sp.ecies and in danger of . 
estimate is that there are ,disappearing. 
around 30 rhinoceroses left . 
in Sabah. 

.Danger· 
But the actual number 

could be less as thc;y had 
retreated·deepJntQ the dwin­
dlingjungle. The num~r of 
feimUe rhinoceroses is also 
impossible to ;ucertain. 

Datuk Pairin said the' 
State . Government·' would'· 
welcome advice antlassist~ 
ance in researchandliropa-

. gatidn wo~k provided it 

Meanwhile in a statement 
'reCeived today the Sahabat 

. Alam 1;dal~~ia (SAM) in a 
memorimd\uu called on the 
Chief Ministei and the Sa­
bllh Governinent to" review 
tlie'a~ement With theUni~ 

. 'ted States to Send 4. pairs of 
ininQCeros fbr breeding to 
sel~cted zoos in the US. '. 

, In . the ~cmorandum. 
: SAM president .Encik S.l:-"" 

Mohamad ldris ur~c;~ ~hat a 

. ~e Page 1 'Co':~:6 
" 

From Page Qne~ . 
co~ervation artd breedmg 

nofthe US. 'laysiawould be captive bred .' The 'memo'had recom-

• programme be formulated 
in Sabah for rhinoceros and 
called on the State Govern­
ment to support the wildlife 
conservation policies under . 
the Wildlife Act or" Malay- . 
sia. 

Encik Mobamad Idris 
stressed that the rhinoceros 
breeding' project should be 
initiated in' and 

The proposcdcaptiveb~ 
ding . prflgramme wiih the 
signing of ail agreement 
between Malaysia and the 
American . ASsociation 'of 
. Zoological P~rkS and Aqua­
riums (AAZPA}, involves 
the capture of;ten pairs of . 
rhinoceros. 

AcCording to the. pro­
posed agreement, of the ten . 
captured rbini)s, tbe' four 

. from Peninsular Ma-

m the Melaka Zoo. mended that ~ poaching. be 
As for the six pairs from .checkeCl and' suggested im-

Sabah, two were ·to·be kept 'position of. heavier penal-
at Sepilok near SandaJcan tics on persons caugh t. 
and the remainiz;tgfour pairs Encik . S.M. : Mohamad 
were to beexportcd to Idris also pointe~ out that 
selected zoos in the US. . 'the laCk of experience and 

·'Toallow the export of coordination and planning 
·rhino on loan to zoos would in ppcning up forists for 
contradict" th~· recent: ban- agricultural development 
ning .of monkey 'export," had resulted in unnecessary 
Encik Idris added. loss·of wildlife. 

He also pointe4 out that "Forest clearing and dev~ 
zoo animal were highly lopment activities should be 

. vulJlerat)Ie to epidemic dis- done with understanding 
eases in the 'case of the goril- and knowledge of the impact' 
Ins ~~ the Singapol'f; zoo. it win haVe on wildlife ,and 

He said caplure 'tCchni- tbe environment. Often ani-
ques for the :.ihino species . mals are trap'ped in pockets 
were not tcstC~and·-the tong offGfeSt-and'tbey later cause 
journei i~r .. t~· US'. might ~ .. >~~ .t.9.·.~;~ps~" be;ex-
prove f'Ja( '. "~'. ::. 'plliiried.:· .... -.,' ." , .. 
'. ·Ht; re'caUcd tliat Malaysia '.' 'En~; S:M: . Mo'ha$ad . -

·vetlcri~lai'v ser.. .:. Jdris mo.·called· !or···~·· . 
. : .... ·i~ple~cn~tion :~.<?-.l.'I: 

r~~~~~~~i~tt~~~~~; " ~,ti9nal' . .' I :,he. 
." ,-.r : 
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THESE I. RHINQS 

,,' 

.~'. AT.Ll!!AST eight Sumatran rhinoc~roses have' 
:i;"been killed by poachers In Saball.oyer the last 

'1" + two-and-a~halt years. The figure (neludes tl:lr~ 
, .. ~; since January this year~ , I ,', 

An Illustration of the Sum; ,.!. 1:;:. ,~!lseare'onlY the known CAlIes, said ~Ience, Tech· , . '.' \ ,. :: . 
, • nology and Environment Minister Datuk Amar Stc-, . . '':'_. _. """""""""""1 . . _. 
' •. :'pben Yang In an Interview recently. .l .' ~. 'dl·~\U " . :-1 ..•• if :; 'l 1 i'1. ;,:i Lt. 't .",' .',. "" . . " • .' b

O 

,I . 
'1" ';~I.i~JJ.abah·lta8 25 to SO Sumatran rblnocerosu1 a very . ~ :;~. ::r'l , .1.:. ~: ClDtlve areeull1g1, ',,' ~" I . '. ,'" Natural ha .tat .:' 
~'~~(~t41uUmatelfUjenumberthathad.fallcnvlctlm 1.;1.1 1

, • " ,;. ~~t·. :: ~ .. .' .::':.\; ...• ;·.'r. i",' • ' ..... ..: .... : .. .:. . .':. ,,::; .:. ., 
'\ ~~(jIP9acherslatakenlntoaecount. . I ~h '~ ...• ~.'. ·Illt·· 1 . '.11 o· l" :·~,L':I :. '.' 'i" .,J. .•.. ~., .; , . 1 

: ~i,.; ... ";':'.rije'rc Is no Intormatlo~ on the status oC the rhlno~ r:;;~\ ':: Tb-; p'u" 1 ~~r(n .• R~jn~; .r~!lr9.!l tlitl~'~lDerl~an' . . ~~tuk~!U' ,Y~ng~d.l}la'~nla\rY had Impressed. 
: 1':l~·-cer08-'P9R!llaUon In Sarl1wak wbl~e In, P~~sular. ..;",I;A ,~octatlo~, I?l!,fool~~.c. ~~r~ lapfAqu~rJums i : uPo#?~the:!t.!'-~e. ~v~mJn~nta ~Pahang and J'ohore) 
'il: "fif~if~$bere &.re so to 80 anhnala. Sumatran rhino- .' ~fi ~4),. bchl:£!iO:P oil wh,lcfl!al.so IDCIUdiB .... ·the need to retain tbe natural enVironment of the En •. 

'.':= cir.o.~ to BarawaJc and th!!! peninsula have ~lso faUel1 I~: }1i;~ :c~t'!l'! ft.·: ~i.hii:.. . : '~~;p~n~ula' ~9r' cq.p-· . dad:Romp~~. ~~ .to. preserve the. n~!~aJ h~bltat. of ,.' !~.: Ytcit,m to pOachers at lrie~ar ~nt~rvals.{. . ~, " :: 1(:: ~.f.~q. br,~f~.i~ll :aa'~~ .~ac .. , ~~ .• .'~,:: i~l~ ~ .. '{ .," ~ 1 ~ ~he r!;l~q~o~e~ lind help Illalntai!' tJic region s water 
1 ' ... ~~.I'~~lln the Taman Nerrara. En4I!-lJ·Ro~pln.an". lit' ~'K~;ll'~e¥~ .• p.rq~d~")O.~Ill~o~for.the projeCit .:.resl?urces. ' . " I .. ' I.., .. ! 

• .J S~al Duaup areas In th~ pen.insula, 11%]4'the Danum·. \I;; ):~I~ ~e.f}~ 'tw' lUon spte.~,by.el'j~~,! first tJ#'ce ~ I' '~P.art. ~ thls"he referred to the lack oC kn!'w. 
V···VaJlll;andTilblnWlldllfeReservelnSabil,bwhereth.e\. V· 11~~8.." '~" 'I,: . ;. " 1 'll,.l .l:h: i~I'·, ..... . . ledge reg~'ng th.e b~eedl!lg of S!1~!"ran rhjn~r. 
r' : rJ1ln~ercia population Is considered som~hat sta"le.: ~~.(' q ·Q~r Isol!lot ~,r. ocerps.~ }"lU.i:ie c~t\tred and the . "ases In qapt}v.~t1.an~ the pla,n to start gene pools. for . 
. . .tb(ahlmata elsewbere In the coun~ are ~late~ ~d . t~ :~:,p~ p~ ~9 .. ~DI1~ to. thl:'" tli4 ~tateB arid the~r ~e S.ulllli.~~ r,hln!K:ero~ .. at the Sun~el ~un ~~. \ 
' .. very Ukely tp d~pear, saId D~uk !Amllr Yong. . :! 1 J, P~~Y wij~ ,~m~ln tHe P!O. y a.' ,thq. Malaysl~ ~ ,serve. . I .1 ,. •• ' !.. • . . . 

. \: 'He ~press~ concern that urues8a comprehensive: . '.n:q,ov~~~. 't.' pC!IiP,e!uJt.,. ~d" ~h~J( Am!U' rong~ ~ '. .~ '. ~cal e~ertlse 41olle, he, sald, was no~ SUfficient . 

. programme t.o.!,a~e the Sumatran rhinoceros was lm~ J ~~~.~.~e' .~~fl, .~f 1:i:)JI~llJer~I~lop~s~tlolf from)oc~ .. and ~9~e:JeltJhat facUltles for captive breeding 'o~ 
. plemented 809n the ~eci~ would not have A chan~e '. t;,.:;n~~ .. Jov~~s'; ,s11i1ah: ~hlef. ¥.lD!s~e~tDaf.~k .roseph i' .:rhlnoceroses ~ere bet~er In the .Unlted States. . . r' .. 

. ofBurv.valln the country." I'" q";Il!'wrln Kltlngan an. Bounced ~ Sabah GOvernment's ' j' He add.ed that If adequate local expertise was aVIlI. I 
I ~':". . ': '. . ., '. :;' '4.ect:l!io~ nOt to;'aI)6w the e~~ of rhinoceroses from' Jable a.,; m'enUoned by one :Ioc~orga:nlsatlon. this' i: 
· ". i:'H1s~lnlatryis at present considerlngthe ~ntr04ue-. !: r~~~bab. j' ".:.:, i ;! .... , ;' . ;:: .. ~ ...... \. L . . . ShOUld be made'avat'latiJe to the MI~stry,.· . '1 
· ,: .. tlon of mandato~ jail term~ for those caught poach· .•. ~: 1.\Jf ~!!.~e ~s to!~ Iln~ ;rc;s~~ Cl?r PlC: propllgallon of 'r He'referred to Peer.~avld's deer, a specl~ native to .! 
;' .. :lpg ~hlnocerolles. Poachers, If caught, will be In very,. 1:-: tlie' #.Cc~~s. ~~l ;~~, 'It lI~C?~ld be. done. lit, the State, . ~Ina which beca~e, extl,!e~. there and reintroduced ,: 
· .:: ;serious. trouble. They will face a heavy pen?lty If con· . 1~ .~~e~~ be.~~ Cl!.~e, 0'1 .. at,Irvl. !~.IS jn, t~elr nat~ilJ. hilbl: . frOm' the prog~ny of t.h.e, ~eer. taken to Britain m!UlY .\' 
'!l .• vlcted. . . ' \,·~~.~~r·t,·", l.ll:.';':~'l;;.;.'; , .. :,..... i.eancarller:" : .. ,', ... !. 
,~, .'. While the Wfldbfe and Natural Pa.rks DepartlSlent . ·}~;'·~!p'~}lJC.!\Dt~~ rron'If'~ Vrho' Q.vq ~~Ia' yje~!J befok tbe' f~ W~ldllfe and ~atural 'f-ark~ Depar~ment Director,. 
:-,!:hasabol,1t1.000.employeu~d asumatrnnrhlnocero~ J; =.p.O\U:'ce~e~t Py.:OI'~?:k P~~satd It h~ been' as- I.geileral ~o~8.,Jped.Kh~ Momln Khan. who Is;alsll. 
"~~ltunder Ita research dlVll!lon since 197. In the pen \1 ~C!\. the rhlnl:l!:e~u .w~ not !)elngl exported. .' very keen.on getUng the project off the ground, re~ 
'lJnsula~ the sltuatlon In Sabah was sad. . . . ~,"\ror. ~b!! ~Urp68~ 'of ~XhJblt~on., ;.; ", i.. : . I:' ferr~ to Uui"j\rablan Orxx. an antelope naUve to Jor~ 

: ;,:1., .~e. WlldU(e Department In Sabah, be .. In
g
. ~ar. t. ?fth~. :".\1, ~,I~ uiu1cr~oOd ~l!lnnlatry .. !and·,th~'.Wlt.dllfli and \ 'l:dan.whleh ~cll.~e extinct and was reintroduced trom, . 

:! Sta.~ Forestry Department,. Is Baid to he. not lully,.; \ N.",~A1 Parb Dep~~nt lh .ttie' perunsijla:arevery.·. ~tlie progeny o.f ~ljose' tak~~ to Aruona.. . . :\. 
; or~tlDtec1·tow~s wildlife management and la very : ',.: ikeep.C?.!l gettJng;ihe.;p,roject Bolng:i1S /loop. aspollBlbJe. I : ~ pe relt tJlat,.t.~.· capUv~.br~e~UnJ programme. both 

• L shor,~~handed with only about 30'.employees., .' :;;,":: T~~y Fe~ .t~f'lC ~~.lf .~elayelitor too I~ng, tbey may L~' .. " :lOCai.!Y 4Ilu1 ~~~ provl~~ t~e best chance jor th~ . 
.' -,DlI.tuk Amar Yong la hopeful Sabah and Sarawak !: ;·~t.:~ J~e 'aeryJ~! 9t ;the . onlY. person whpm they. .'. ~rv.lval of the SilmatrlUlrhlnqceroscs In the eOl,lntry •. \ 

"would'be recepUveto.the fdea 9
f
. ex.t~ndlng federal ,;<~.bel~~Y.· ... ~ ~~ .. n caphn·p;th. ~anJ~ala ali.v~forl· captive .. ·'.:<~.e.eald i!;U~~,~tlve,lire~ing program~1! VIlLi I 

rl~':, 

>- ·:~:'i· 

J;wlldlUC?Jeglalatlonto.thetwoStatu.! ::·~lfl8'~·~r'J'onYP4J'klnaO!Lf). : .. ··.:Ct'll.~.·:;~· .! ~'l"i rsu~essful. theifst.ep,S could be·taken to ~Introduce ... 
;: ~e felt thllt this would bl!netlt them In ter~~ Of,·r;· .... It:IB·Undprst~4h"'·Ii~lceaa,elfelnc):the~dln ;.;1 J~thc·Jav~rh'nii~oswhlc;'h·dleI:Jouthere~n1932.. ,',..,I 

. ,;J~cl'IUe,s. tralnIng. of rangersj specialist Iqlowlecige ~·';i~ pl"C)~I~ed ~ ll1e ~A,':whlc~,~ lh tUtD'~ubj~t to th~ 1 ~.j9~~n~llt·Mo.!la!nC4.~~',ff 0ni.I, vtcw".on .the cap~v~ .. '\ i 
·/iand.c,o~.e .. rap.po. rtt.he.MJnl4~.has Wlt.h !ntefnati~nal :);','~~~ldJ!..~~f.ftl\~,qre~~t:..w!tH'.thl!··.~abaJi'Gov •. "..,~Wr,lId!~g.~r:o;ccl'ls;' , '. ~ I I '.. : '.':;! 
! \~U~.I~I .. ~: .. O .. : ~l1Ia;&Uol)ll,.1 . , :. . ... -' ;:... ~~~trti8'!I.~'(U~g.tJf~~claptl.vaJ»iedln8' prosramme. :{! ~~~f.~.~V!!"g~t.t~ ~ap.t~e:the'fUllmals before it i~ too 
: ~9~2diillstry la' eubmuy negotiating with the Wild· ." ~ to ~~~r,~~I!~. tJ!!' ~nl>1 ~ 8~l\t.~q.n·"hl,:,ocer:~lIes fu ~.: .:%t~~~?j=:t J:' . i -. " . . , " , ',' I 
'1l1fe,Depanmenta of Sabah IU1d Saraw.Q.k. i. ". t ~t'r!lty ~.:.Jl!rIUJ},~, :M4!U.nt~nt:;otJJt-!!lmflle) '..- . ._ J . • ', ... _'.' • _ • __ ': I 
.:; .Agj1irlst ibIs bAckground there. Is Ute controversy'. it:·{~ sal(l.t" lie' d~JijJ. w,~II.at:.tl!';·Mat!1cca·'zoo. It.~ . i . 
~over ,wlillt should be done to 'save Malaysia's StJma- J:: :~~pet\ .to 9!,pt ':U"O·aJ.!lal,.fOr di~ ~ose ot. breeding. ' , 
~liDrhtnocoroaes:' : . . i .! .••. "LQelll Q.rg~lsatlons '~n~rped .~!!r Wildlife feel : 
:,11' ,MIJ~h.of the controversy. has c,entred on the propo. I. (~~ b,lStead C?t II1lPos~r.!the export condltl.ono: assls. 
'satt~captunt six.pairs.of Sumatran rbinoe~roses In >.. ~~ !l;~J1ld be'glvep tp breed the.anlm~sln captivity 
';Sabah, ofwhtch .four are to be. exported to zoos In the . 1~<:~IlY;.r.Jtl?,y. aJeo ~~I ~h!Lt efforts shouJiI~. ~aken not 
~.Unlted4I:;tatu as part of a !captlye breedIng pro-' . to ~lo~ ~eVel?p~e~ t~: encroac~·'lnto areas where 
~~1!.J~.~e·flrattwo:palr8l:ire fntendl.l~ for. captive :~ :.~~ .. ~~~~etuoo~. ~~Plq~~~oP Is s~llb!e: i' . I." , 

.~ .~!~B'at ~ep!lo~.ne~ S.~Ila~.~ __ .... __ ." ;_,~_-;, ._ '.! . 

~ ~·"'- .. ·~tz 10 1iR.' .... 01> ....... - I 
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~:' :~, ~T LEAST ~iglit ~~lJlatran r~~oc~roses have:>. 
,., '0 been killed by poachers In S&~h over the last 
, ,', . ,.;: two-and-a-haU yeai~. The figure includes three. . 
·:~'\f!~ce.fan\1Uy1bI8year., :',' :,~ ,l;' ,~ ~:: :~c", 
, " '~! ~ These uC'Qti1y th~ kilown caaca, sal~ Science, Teilh" t. ~ 

';ByVISA-~ V~ERA~iNGAM ' 
'0 • ,-' .' '! \ . .' ~ , ',' " . 

"~ , ncil~gy, aD!! ~~vlfon~!!nt. Mtrllster Dat?k Amar St,!t- "~"';";'-:':-.-"-_;'; 
j~~', ;:phen Y~pg 1!t an ~nte1'vl~recent!y." ~ ,,' ',l:' 
i1: :~', Sab~:l'!u 2:l t~ ~ Sumatran rhlnoccros,es. a very : ;N' ~l~rBl \!atlinate If the riuni~tha~ had.fallen vlcUin i 
:~~),,:~'p'oai:he~ ~ tnk.,n Into aCCo~L j,,' !; ," \ ", 
::, 'I, ";:-"I:here tano Information on U~e IItatulI qt the,rhlncr-' 
,!,I,: ~eerCHI ,popul~tion'ln Sarawak whl~e tn. P~lIUJar 

" 

' Malaysia there are ~ to SO .,rumllls. ~l,Imatran rhino·' 
ceroaes In Sarawak and the peninsula have also fallen: 

: victim to pOAchers at IrreguJar intervals... ',:, 
Except in ULe Taman Negara. Et1ldalu·l1~onlJ)IIIl,and' 

, Sungai Duuwt areila tn t;~c:~=::r~:~~E~~~~:~\"1 Valley and Tilbin Wildlife 
,:'~ 'rhmoeenispopulatlon Is 

the animals elsewhere In the coun~y "isolated 
very likely to'dlsappear, said DllJuk Amar Yong. ' , 
.' He exPresSed concern that unlellll a comprehensive' 

, progr~rne to aa~e the ~umatran rhinoceros was Imj • 
plemented soon the ~eCles woul,d not have a chan~e, 

, ofsurvivaJ in~the countr.y'. ' "I ,', ' 

.. Hla Ministry Is at prescnt considering the \nttoducJ 
',' Uon of mandatory' jail terms for, those caught poAch~ = r 

;',' Ing rhtnoeeroses. ':Poachers,'U caught. will be in very~ ,-
,:,;;:serioWJ troubl~. The~:wll~ face a heAVY If coil. i 

, l' i 
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KOTA KINABALU. Tauts. - 'JIhe Sabah ' , 
Society, an-. organisation dedi~~; to the. '. : 
preservation Qf wildlife and: the';'en,~ron- .'. 
ment has joined ih the groYling ,protest', " 

· against the Government's plans io'end our"·... '. 
: . S,um~ttan, rhino~rosi ~n. ~~~an~~ s~c- ': '.: . . Oat retto~t.yesl~day . • 

· Cles, to the UDlted States for: capl1ve b' A:tt"''c'u th b d" . d . h 
: breeding." . . . I ,.,'. '. ~ e .' e ree mg pto~es~ IS oQ~ ~re 

Describiilg' the plansaS:t'risky.~r: Sabab . ,:but:~n~ce~ by the:Amencan Asso~~bon 
S~cietf offt~at4;.who dec;line4~o.:~ ,,~ed~" ot .. ~oologlcal Parks and ~quanums 
swd the Milayilatt government had np way'. (~~PA), ..' . 
of ~lIiila u,~e'id~a woUld ~or~ An.&if t~~~. '.' "" .:1'P:!S,. they Slid ~?uld' not o~y be ~ore . 
plan faileci..itwoutd further redUce the exisi-; :. p~~tlC~,bUt ~ould ,also resull1~ ~~,der-
, b: !tit' , . . ... ' .' .' able savings, . . . 
IDg num e~,;o !. ~ s.~~~. : .. ' ' .. ,':" .:'~ey. urged:the Government to' deter-

The Society. stressed that th~,conditions'" .min.c~.j,n·th~ fir.st.phicc. the reasons for the 
here wercitiuch mol1= favou~.".l~ , for: .. thiilos')h~bility to rep.roduc.e·at the normal 
reseue!) th~ in the United Sta~. thus side' " n,t~. :Tb~y added that the' answer may be at 
steppIng thl!! ilctd for acclinili~a~o~·., ::.'. . hlmd. ~.~t "We fall te? ~ it." . . 
.1 They gave ~ example the giant pan4~s of '. ':' I~ was als~ teamt.~hat sometime last year. 
Cbin~ which .were given to a Dumber of ~ a similar species was kept in the ~a1acca 
zoos around :th~ world. Most of the 8l'lilllalsZOo :for ihe. salle purpose. The res,utts of 
died after a ~hort time; . .', . that experiment is riot known and neither is 

JOe SQciety su . ted ~a.l it .would be . the fate of the anim~ 



. ~ .... 

·Fo~ste:'s ·Mai ·,h~ino . plan 
THE, sabah, Fo,~, 81ry , ' 'M, rMtiniinll ~, ,Et, wsa ,","Buta kit,'~f m,,~, Win dale, E', n, white, . t~t IJ8/rS to this ~ «rers Dep~rtment lookS set a I'Ity \YIkl1ife ptllsetva- be spent br the Anter· be In PBnfnsu· can on be to IhQ good 
to throw tts weight be- ,Uon WaS " IOw Priority Iri ltans iIncI ::tWala Lum· lal' l8laySJa will hHnaIn at of the tale. .. ", 
hind an agreetnem to ~~, compared WIth : j)tIr." L..-' , 'the~ ZOo. "We std cfe8.Rrttf \Wh a 

\' bftnd too' r .. t>lrs of rh'- ,,"lUVJ. ~ If\lIII ,the "our "I Reu'b,teach us.what spe.' tfIat Ill' on the 
-, ~ . .. , ':Tt18 'hhI," Will,' Cost us'" p8frSof i'hIr\ot to'be sent - to do' about "ciptlve verge bt ~; We 

" 
.. ~'.: : 

nos to zoos in the U.,. nothlng,r.- he ~. to the unltdtl~e8. the breedinG," Mr Munang areperirrt~,' 'on on~, "wm', • 

Ited States. , "There wm be no ~ ,first two Idi to be ca.,. said.' '<There Is ho veler- .mtiI 68sis _ 
Althollgh DeDUtv eon. cIaI' In~ ea far as the tuRld In' Si6ah 'wI~ tie lnattan in Sabah Who can neectd the helD we 

servater Mr' 'Mmard State Govemment Is kept at the~lIok ,Re- look after· wild anlrrtlils get from c:ottntrles':: 
Munant 9 saldstlDthestd~artl' concemed. 8earchStatIX\ near San- and whateVer expertise advanceilln thIS field." 
man was LI ng" " " .' 
the terms of the agree· - - - - '- - - -' "'- .... -
mant, he made ho bOne9 
ef the fact that lh his view 
It was likely to be 

~~hOuidn'l.we 
th~~g~ with it?'! he tUlr. 

"The, e~ .attematlve 
would be to do. nothIng. 

. The era of mall's poSItiVe 
Interference In natUre 
has come to Sabah, , as 

'agaInst ·the poacbers' 
n~e~~ 
~~n!It,~~a:nvm:l, 
we ate lod5dhg for. 

"1 bdeve' that: If we 
a~t the pian we'wIIl 
have, first, acc:esato'.". 
sponSible'8nd scphfstl­
ca_ad WildlIfe manage­
ment, and, second, the 
chance to Improve pea­
~ awareness that the 

lnvolv~ I~:~ 
:~f=~tIUst loOk 81-

MrMunang Bald SabSh 
I~ wera stili iStLIdy· 

, Inu th~, legal ~,8 of 
: the plan. ' 

No date or venUe had 
been Hxed' yet for the 

~~~~s:rh~ 
strY Department and the 
WlfdBfe Department, In 
Kuafa L~I, and the' , 
Sumatran Rntrio 'truat. 
set UP. ~ the American 
AssoCIatlim of ~Ical 
Parks and Aquarfurris, . 

NONE ot Sabah's en· 
dangered rhino. is 
likely to leave the 
state in a hurry as a 
phlh to ileitd four pairs 
to ,Antetlcan zOOs is 
not , ~' to be 
fiDaliiu!cl 'until early 
next ,ear. . 
th-iliiO 

.. 
1tWBS 

euldit t an'~ 
menth red out by 
the, '. e, Depart-

. mentlnKualaL~ 
the WndUte Section ef 
the 8abah Fci~ De-
·r~t.rt:~ 
SUmatran Itblno Trust 

~~~~tent~e:nm: 
oJ~o~~~~g:~ 
.ot omcl81dom are turn­
Ing slowly, with Babah 
GeveriuDent olftclals 
m~ it clear Ute sO­
called agreement wm· 

,stin come undtlr close 
'scrutiny' before' It Will 
'Bett~e oMclal' green 
~e deputy conserva­

tor of Cerests, Mr Mll­
lerd Munang, said the glan was befDg stuclled 

~~~fn~~~J 
ever to the state Attqr· 

P.l!~Y·g==l'sdell= 
tions.'r. 

:d~~C::~:~rr~ at"':eW::J:rr::~ 
Wlldllfe Protection tlons and In fact we feel 

cllnance In Sarawak the plan is a good thing, 
the FlOra and especially In.View oftlie 

Conservation fact that the Sumatran 
ce In Sabah. rhinos are near-extlnct 

a telephone Inter· In Sabah," he said. 
from KUala Ltun- 'o-A survey 'conducted 
this week, 'the nine years ago In Babah 

'Cor Science, shoWed tbere were only 
bnolOgy and the 25-35 ef them Jeft then 

ent. Datuk and' that .number is 
8tel)ben . Yo~. Ulcely to be even smal­

tlte BUlletin hI8 de- ler tOday. 
ent had 

roached both state "We know oC at Jeast 
erhments· ch the eight peachers have kIl­
~ect several months lea In Sabah during the 

., but had received past two·and·a-half 
no reply so Car. years alone". 

"We are now' fonow· D tuk Am Y 
Ing,up qutearller cor· Sailhe was :nftd~~ 
l!SJ!ondence ... ·he said. the Sab'ah Government 

"Extending Federal wUdlite legISlation to had considered all 
8abah and Sarawak points in planning the 
would have seT,rera1 ma. rhino agreement. 
jor advantages In tenns "But t woUld Uke to 
of the provision faclll- stress that we would 
t.1es the trainIng of Uke to share our radIi­
park rangers. S~claust ties wtth both states -
knowledge and the under un1fIed leglsla­
close relatlensbtp my tion," he said. 
department has With ",Just as an example 
WUdUfe ornnlsatioll& as big as Sabah 18, i£ 
internationally. has only about 30 park 
, "It would 'also giv~ us rangers wbUe smaller 
a uy In the export. ef Penlnsular Malaysia 
~~~~fhedsta~es has mere than 1000. 

Datuk Amar Yong ~~~o~is ~~~eJeg; 
stressed that tbJs clldn't 'Sabah and Sarawak, 
mean he or his deJlart- we can help to train 
ment were against the mstaoretes.~ In both rhino ,plan. ----:------= 

.. A1tertbat the a~ 
ment wm have to be 
cllscusBed at Cabinet 
level and I wOUld think· 
'tbjs coUld take some' 
tbileaslt would have to I. S . h 
wait to be Included Ina, ' b . h · 0 
~~~~!~~~. , \" a· ,.:. a 'r In 

. cli8nge ef government 
anar-should imJlltlne It I 
will take a wbUe before rt' 

.tbe·,new Cabinet gets ex'p' 0' p an 
~?lt~~~~=~ '.,.. ", -
think the possibility I h "'0' It wlU be ratified . t .. 
it:~:::::: , .. ,9." S owpa . 

• be some time early 11~ ~ . 

"'r '~:i!~h;~~;:" '.'ute:>; Tt' 
• 'F~deral Govenunent . 
,.. wants its National 
, Parks Act to be ex: 

jended to 8abah and 
Sara.wak,' both of which 

••••• ""-0 C9T-"'T .-
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KOTA iaNABALlJ. Wed,,":'" The MaJaysiaq \ 
gOV~!Jle~~~ has ,been strongly urged to 
abort propO$ed plins to sen~ S,al?~s duqo­
ceros. tP .. the United ,stater for, "~pti,ve 
brced:ing . " .. . .', ~, 

This tall· was ,made in a :memoiandum 
sent to the Prime Minister- DatukSeri Dr. ' 
Mahathir MQhammad; OtiefMjnister Datuk 
Joseph Pail'in Kitingan.' the. Minister of 
Scieni:e,:,tecf.utQlo~ and Env~onirlent Da-. 
"tuk Amar ste~Jien~ong'~~~. to ~e Di~, 
· rector~e'neraPof the ~pa~Mt 'ofWilCh 
,life 'Encik: Mohd 'Kbiri M6itim' Khan, by.~ 

. ' the Silhabat A,lam Mataysia {$$)., ' .. '; 
, SAM. an,inde'pende~~ enviro~,mmta!;or.~ 

. : ~isati<;l~! ,.s~!~:~~t'j~e ,.~o~e.d· ~~e: 
lIIent betwccll·",tlayaa 
'nif'the ~m~i~#"As-' 
s0ci!Jion oC,Zdolopcal, 
'~arlts ; .,l~d:~~Aq?~~ 
(MZPA) ,~9ut,4, result 
In, this cquntry ,losinB 
lIS n.B~I~n;11 htfil:li~., 

, Dalllt Anur,:stiphu, 
, ,eltlnl thB d&D&ers pr 

captive breeding. .,SAN ' 
'''said the use OrzOOl rOt, 

concezvitioil :i;f' wild, 
an~Js 'is. 'st~, an'c;w ~ 
conc:eptalidJt "might' 
,not "wOrk for"thtl rhb\o; : 
which Is an,e'iid6lse*d 

· !p~.: J:.;,:~tjO;; , 
reqllfRd in ID embiYo., • 

,transPlant is" not only . 
, but : alsb' i'll-

'has no 
lv. 

. SA,M s~ed that 
thC;, .. t~~, 
<~' 1~1S\11!1~ artlr ... ·· 
dd- 'inse~,n ·,oC· 
CoWs't Cou.~~:t.~Y\'~ 

'::~~~:t:" 
. the Idea of locil breed- ' 
In •• s~k ~ald . ~t 'Qur 
locil pool or .c1.mliSts'. . 

· zOoJoliJU. : ,r. 'sClezitlfic, 
expertise, . ',pCnonpcl 
~p'd ,ooJ9s1~Jac:llit1cs 

• '\VU, sufficient, to !2ffY 
: 6dt ,. the .p;o~t 011$ 
':hIYci:,~: ';' " . 
';' : sAM allo~ suiscsted 
'thit htavler ,:pcpalties, 
'be ',imposed on; p~ch-ins which added ,la ,the 
rapid decline,' or \he' 
rhinoS.. . ' " 

SAN ,'.1Id a~Pe&1cd 
fa the Ministry· 01 
Scic;nee, 'Techuology 
Ind Ellriron,ment and 
to . the' dcpartment of 
'WUd~Ue ' ~d . Nitional 
Parbrto:micw' the 
wholc' , 
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Mr Ken Scriven, 
WWF Ralaysia, 
P.O.Bbx 1076'. 
Kuala Lumpur~ 

Dear Ken, 

.. ,; 

Forest Department, 
P.O.Box 311. 
Sandakan, 
Sabah. 

28 August 1985 

Re: Press Release by WWF MalayBia on the issue . 
. "mt.tve breeding to. save ~he endangered ·sumatran. 
a_oeeros . from extinction, ;;. tbe case for . 
sendinq.Sal)ah Rhinos on breeding loan to U.S. 
zoos".. . .' .. ' .. 

I enclose a draft pre~s r~lease with this title. 
You may well ·wish to reduce t~e length of both 
theti tl~ (to something like :~Capt1 ve Breeding 
of endatlgered Sabah Rhinos"), ~nd the text. 
points 1-10 cover v-ud.ous Up~cs brought up 
by critics Qf the plan. In p_1nt 11, where 
ifi1F Malays1.a.~.s. stand is su~mal;''ise~, it ·,i.s":, 
important that·· the final phrase "provided,"that 
future actions ••••••• ~ agreel1i~nt reache<t:to 
date." is includ~d. This is (,ll\ore-or-less) 
the phrase used in the IUC~ of;ficial 0\ 
endorsem~nt by Kenton Mil~er. 

'\ 

Regard~, 

.~. Paynt) 
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Press Release from l'Jorld Wildlife Fund Malaysia 

CAPTIVE BREEDING TO SAVE THE ENDANGERED SUNATRAN RHINOCEROS 
FROM EXTINCTION: THE CASE FOR SENDING SABAH RHINOS ON 
BREEDING LOAN TO U.5. ZOOS 

Recently, news of a prop<?sal for captive breeding of 
the endangered Sumatran Rhino.ceros .pas come to public 
notice. One asp~ct of the plan, the placing of some 
Rhinos from SabCilh ;in U.5. zoos ~s been the focus of 
attention. A number of .obs·ervers have made comments 
on the plan and all have chosen that p¥.t.leulJr aspect 
for criticism. . ... -

World Wildlife Fund Malaysia (WWF Malaysia) is an 
organisation which provides funds~- educational materials 
and technical advice on matters rela·ting to conservation 
in Ma1~ys1a. WWF Malaysia has been in"olved in se~.eral _ 
conservation projects in Sabab in r,ecerlt years, although- -
it has no involvement in the·proposed R.hinoceros captive 
breeding plan. . 

WWF Malaysia has ·links with t~ Inte~national Union for 
Conservation of Nature'and -Natural *e$Qurce. (IUCR). the 
organisat"ion concerneq. wi th pr~vidin9 scientific aQvic.e 
on international conservation.1ssues·~ 

WWF Malaysia is in a position to offer the following 
comment,s relating to captive breedingoof the Sumatran 
Rhinoceros and to the plan' tp'-place some·Sabah Rhinos 
in zoos outside Malay~ia. 

(1) Urgent measures are required to save Sabah's Rhinos 
from extinction. '''This'b'as: come abOut because of excessive 
h~ntin9 and~ more recently. rapid cle~rance of forest for 
agricultural development. Tbe present ~ituation is that 
there are believed to be several tens of Rhinos remaining 
in the wild. All available evidence points to the rate of 
illegal killing of Rhinos exceeding the birth rateo 

(2) Last ie~. the Sabah government established Tabin 
Wildlife ~eserve for the protection of the Rhino in its 
natural habitat. This was a timely and imporaant move. 
but the Rhinos are still at risk from poachers. as wetl 
as genetic inbr~eding because the population is·small. 
When this Reserve was created. there were estimated to 
be 20 Rhinos present within 1~' boundary.. It is reported 
that since that time. 5 Rhino~have b~en killed in or near 
to Tabin Wildlife·Reserve. Cl~arly. it would be wis.to 
f~ .. a captive br~eding_popula~ion as a back-up to t~ 

.~ .• ;.;~.:w~,l~ _~op.u~~!:~:! p~:i~~~'l~~!~~~~~_~... _. . . 
.. <~"J.>..,. J 

. . "c..... . . .', ~ •.. 
.. .,:1. 
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( 2) 
, , 

(3) Formation of a captive breeding population would be 
by taking those Rhinos stranded in areas allocated for 
agricultural development, which will die without b~eeding 
if not caught. 

(4) ,The idea of captive breeding to save endangered 
spece is not new. One example is the Arabian Oryx, 
which was caught and bred 'in American zoos, and released 
back into its native habitat after it had become extinct 
in the wild. Anmther example is the Pere David's Deer 
which has been bred in captlvity for over 200 years, and 
moves are underway for re~estab11shment in its native 
habitat in China, where it is now extinct. 

! ' 

(5) Inter~ational cooperation in saving endang~red 
spec*es has advantages over one country _.tr.ying it alone. 
Such advantages include: . 
(a) pooling of expertise and technical resources, . 
(b) ~ter chances of sustained inter~~t and funding over 

the many yea~. needed for the su~ce~~ of the project, 
(c) less p~essure for funding from ~he home government, 
(d) spreading-the. risk of disease, . i .-;; 

(e) furthering of international links generally. 

t~) As a gr~up,' the U.S. zoos prollably lead the world in' 
expertise and f.acilities for breeding rare;. exotic, w~ld 
animal$ in' captivity. It is indeed true/that lolalaysia has 
its own pool of experts in breeding 1~ge anima~s,but 
these peopl~_often have prio~ comfni1;tiuents to tbeir 
universities and government departments'. and:to the breeding 
of domestic species for meat. 

(7)The question of climate bas been shown over decades of 
experience not to be an ,important',factor ·in breeding large 
wild mammals in captivity. Zoos 1'n tempelUlldl climates 
have successfully bred many African and Indian Rhinos 
taken from tropical cliaates. 

(8) with regard to spec~fic techniques used to enhance 
breeding rate of critically endangered species such as this 
Rhino. both artificial in~emination and embryo transplant 
might be attempted. The latte~ technique involves placing 
embryos into the womb of different but related animals. 
It has been qsed successfully to help save a rare African 
antelope -called the Bongo. where a common species, the 
Eland was used.as the "surrogate mother" for Bongo embrpos. 

(9) It is important to realise that breeding of a sma11 
number of Rhinos over merely ,a few years will not be of 
much help in saving the species. This ~s mainly because 
of the adverse 'effects Ofgenetict·nbreeding. Wh** is 
needcis a fairly large populatio built up and sustained ob 
over generations. The Rhino plan envisages developJilent of -, 
an "internat1ona~ population",. with .11 captive individuals 
on loan ~rom the::home coun·try •. It 1s intended that captive­
brei!" R~inos wil.l be r •• eased in.to the wildln the future, 
when adequatety protected Reserves have been developed. 
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( 3) 

Such Res~rves need not necessarily be in Sal;)ah alone, 
but might include other areas such as Sarawak or Kalimantan 
from where the Rhino has already been hunted to extinction. 

(10) IUCN has officialiy endorsed the proposal of an 
international plan for conservati{jn of the Sumaqan ' 
Rhino. which includes provision for the loan of Sabab 
Rhinos for breeding in U.S.A. 

(11) WUF 1:1aia:ysia is bal::isfied ~hat tt.e U .. S. zees iByolved 
i& €fte pr9:l38sal ai:'e §eatliftell' iftt:eres~d in tire conser vaLion 
of Saeall' s eflElafte}ereei Rhinos. V\'hile concurring with IUCN 
that conservation of the species' in. its natural habitat 
is of first priority # \-JWF Malaysia agrees that formation 
of an international captive population is a realistic and 
way of ensuring the Rhino's survival; ful~y worthy of 
support. provided 'that future actions._Ar-e in -accord wi th 
both the spirit and lett.er of the provisional agreeme:d1t 
reached to date. 

:. 
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1!e£k9round 

The Sumatran Rhinoceros occurs in Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and 
Sumatra. It is endangered with extinction in all three areas, 
as a result oi excessive hunting. The Rhino iound in Sabah is a 
different sub-species from that occurring elsewhere: the 
scientific name is Dicerorhinu§ .ID!m~tr~.a harrissonii. 

In Sabah, it is estimated that 30-50 individuals survive. Each 
year, at least two are killed. Death rate is higher than birth 
rate. 

Tabin Wildliie Reserve was gazetted in 1984 to conserve this 
species. However, the small number of Rhinos in this Reserve, 
risk of genetic inbr~eding, continued relogging of logged forest, 
and inadequate staf+ing to prevent poaching mean that Tabin may 
not be adequate to save the species from extinc;tion. 

--~. -

At least 10 Rhinos are living outside Tabin in areas which are 
progressively becoming isolated from the breeding population. 
They are doomed to die without breeding. 

.. 
In 1983, a plan was drawn up to catc'h these Rhinos for ~aptive 

breeding. It was suggested that assistance be sought f.ti'om U.S.--­
Zoos to provide expertise and funds, including the provision of 
some Sabah Rhino on breeding loan to participating Zoos. In 
1984, following a meeting in Singapore at which many interested 
parties were represented, approval ~y the appropriate 
international authority, the International Union f.or Conservation 
of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) was obtained. 

Evidence of the critical state now faced by the Rhino, and 
details of an international plan to save the species, may be 
found in attached documents. Within Sabah, the two key aspects 
to conserving the species are: (a) better protection of Tabin 
Wildlife Reserve; at prese~t protective measures are inadequate, 
(b) capture of doomed Rhinos, isolated by land development, so 
that they may contribute to the survival of the species. 

The Rhinos in Tabin can be hunted easily because the Game Branch, 
Fo~est Department, does not have enough staff to provide 
protection. Whereas Sabah Foundation, for exarnple, has in the 
past provided nearly 30 staif to protect its timber concession in 
Tabin, Game Bl"'anct'L has two staff guarding on a part-time basis. 
Fu~thermore, 1099i~:~!,d, relogging of logged fo~e5t continues 
in Tabin Wildlife. ~~$~~'V~', without consideration of the habitat 
requi~ements of t~~:Rhinos. 
Rhinos do not wander at random but . instead each individual is 
confi· ... ed to a pa~ticular "home rang4iu

• The Tabin Rhinos have tc. .' . 
~uf.f~~ contt~ftJ;1aus disturbance in the form oi (I) partial 

.. ~: destr'uction Q~~)i:he home range, so that individuals have to wander 
# ";:':"f:::' 
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into the range of another Rhino, (2) access to mineral sources 
(vital for Rhinos) blocked by logging activity, (3) decreased 
opportunities for breeding. 
The presence of logging roads throughout the Reserve makes access 
for Rhino poachers very easy and there is no doubt that poaching, 
if not checked more thoroughly than at present, will cause the 
extinction of the Rhino both in Tabin Wildlif~' Reserve and 
throughout Borneo. 

Ideally, all logging should cease in Tabin Wildlife Reserve at 
the earliest possible opportunity and a guard force of at least 
ten men be stationed there on a full-time basis. 

Capture of &ggm~ Rhinos to !Q£m g breeding QOQulation 

In view of the situation outlined above, .. it would seem wise to 
form a captive breeding population -of Rhinos, made up of 
individuals living i~ areas allocated for agriculture and thus 
doomed to die through loss of habitat and poaching. 

An international plan to save the Sumatran Rhino from extincti~n, 
both in Sabah and elsewhere, w'as drawn up at a ~eeting held 
in Singapore in October, 1984, hosted by Singapore ?do, and -under 
the auspices of the Internatiqnal Union for Conservation of 
Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN). Participants· came from the 
Department of Wildlife and ·Nationa.l Parks (Peninsular Malaysia), 
Saba'h Forest Department, P.P.A. (~.he Wildlife Conservation 
Department'of Indonesia), the American Association of Zoo Parks 
and Aqua~iums, a British Zoo, 'Singapore Zoo a~d IUCN. 

The plan proposed a dual agreement whereby a group of U.S. Zoos 
would provide technical expertise and funding for Malaysia 
(including Sabah), while the British Zoo would similarly assist 
Indonesia. 

A copy of a draft agreement between Malaysia (represented by the 
Department of Wildlife and National Parks, Peninsular Malaysia, 
and the Sabah Forest Department) and the U.S. Zoos (represented 
by the Sumatran Rhino Foundation) is attached. Main points of 
the draft agreement are: 

(1) The U.S. Zoos agree to provide funding and technical 
expertise for capture of doomed Rhinos in Peninsular 
Malaysia and Sabah, and facilities for captive breeding at 
Melaka Zoo and Sepilok (near Sandakan). 

(2) 

(3) 

The agreement will be for 3 years, to be extended if 
desired by all . .J~·~:r_ee parties • 

.. , ,,'l!'. 
'" ;,'$ i' .f 

In Sabah,: th,e~~:'fi:!~st two pairs of Rhinos caught wi 11 remai . .9i(: 
at Sep"i lok., Subsequent /pairs (up to 4 pairs) Hi 11 go ~o' 
_~.S. Zoos gn. 2!;i!edi.ng Lggn. Once a sizeable breedi~-"~l-' 
";~populatiM.~;.has been established in U.S. Zoos, offspring w..i.~l 
,·'be sent::;~:~~A~k to Sabah for release into adequately prote~,t-e.d 

:./).:.t 
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areas. (If desirable, they rnay be released .in such area\s in 
Sarawak or Kalimantan). 

(4) The project will be done in a spirit of mutual agreement, 
the main aim being to save the Sumatran Rhino from 
extinction, especially in Sabah where it is most vulnerable. 

(5) The U.S. Zoos also provIde funding to increase the guard 
force for Tabin Wildlife Reserve and opportunities for Sabah 
staff to visit the U.S. facilities. 

(6) The U.S. zoos provide funding and expertise for stUdies of 
Rhinos in their natural habitat in Sabah, in order to 
provide data for better captive propagation, as well as for 
management in the wild. 

This plan was welcomed by wildlife experts familiar with the 
plight of the Rhino for the following reasons: 

(a) The U.S. zoos can provide the finest technical 
available for care of Rhinos. With such an endangered 
this would seem logical. 

expertise 
species •. 
-.. ?" 

(b) Most of the cost~ of the project would be supplied. by the 
U~S. zoos. In view of the large budget required, for a project 
which has little benefit to Sabahans yet is. so important, this 
would seem to be a crucial factor. 

(c) The U.S. zoos could ~tart operating immedIately. Starting 
the project was urgent· two years ago - now it is critical. 

(d) With international approval a~d support, especially by IUCN. 
the project would not draw critiCism, and would focus attention 
on Sabah, useful for both international prestige in conservation 
circles and far boostin9 tourism prospects. 

(e) With international input, funding and interest could be 
sustained over many years, irrespective of possible changes in 
Sabah state policy. 

Instead, inaccurate reporting of the proposal within Malaysia 
drew adverse criticism from various sources unfamiliar with the 
Rhino situation in Sabah. Various specific criticisms have 
appeared in the· press, all of them inaccurate or unfair. They 
are clarified in the +ollawing section. 

8rui~r:§ t.o crit.ics' ~i::laims agal!!.E!. !BsI! Q± Rtlin9!! .12 !:h.§.:. ~a 

.(_1) Bb.t.nQ~ ~!! ID!~ nat.ural her- i tagg, kn.!l .!Jl!:!a ,§ho'y:.!S §.1§::t .!.n .§ab~W' 

·::·Such ·critics;··,:h~~e never objected to Rhinos being kt lIed and .·:.the 
< ,.}t. . )y~y~~;. 

. ,..' .. 4 
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offende~s not being p~osecuted because pro~f Qf the offence is 
impossible, no~ have they suggested how to prevent this leading 
to the extinction of the Rhino. Neither have they objected to 
millions of trees - the habitat of the endangered Rhino - being 
expo~ted. Rhinos cannot be saved in Sabah if their- habitat is 
not p~operly ca~ed for. 
The whole point of providing Rhinos on breeding loan to foreign 
zoos is to save Rhinos which Sabah itself is unable to protect 
under current circumstances, and to allow them to breed for 
future return when conditions are suitable. The plan calls for 
capture only of Rhinos which are doomed to die. 

It may be added that China, with its vast resources, has exported 
its endangered Pandas for breeding in various forei9n zoos and 
gained positive in'ternational attention as a 'result. It is true 
that at least two such Pandas have died (one of old age), but all 
animals die at some stage, by hunting or disease, iT not natural 
causes. 

(2) Rhi,nga shaul51. be conserved .!.n !heir: n.etural ~ll.e! in Sabah.s.. 
the !!lQ.§! !m.a!:.aar..!.a t e Iti~ !9!: them 

This would be ideal under ideal conditions. The natural habitat 
of Rh i nos is disappear i ng, however, to 'make way for,' ."a.gr i cu I-t:ure , 
while permanent Forest Reserve~, including Wildlife Reserves, 
undergo continuous logging. These activities. have been 
disrupting the Rhino population for ,two decades, inhibiting 
breeding. Fur-·thermore, and even more s.erious, poaching cannot be 
~ontrolled. Calls for preventing poaching are unrealistic. 
Many, possibly mos·t, people who have the chartce to kill a Rhino 
while out hunting will take the opportunity to do so. Some 
poachers go with dogs specifically to hunt Rhinos. To 'be 
realistiC, poaching could only be controlled if: all guns are 
prohibited in Sabah (including Police); a massive guard force is 
employed; persons caught with evidence of having killed a Rhino 
are given a mandatory sentence Qf life in jail. 

The captive breeding project as envisaged would be an 
international project. U.S. zoos became involved because of 
three factors considered critical for success: (a) sustained 
availabilit~ at funding the American Association of Zoo Parks and 
Aquariums represents a network of some of the most richly 
endowed zoos in the world which operate for propogation of 
animals in, captivity, independently of governments, (b) th~ 

finest s~~ ai, resource§ for S2Q!ive breeding of ~1!& enimal§, 
with contacts not just in U.S.A., but throughout the world, and 
(c) ~1~in9~a ~ act immediatel~. 

!hiS' . ~~:Jpction . is 'false'. 
s~pecies have ,been saved 
~r ' '. ,,~ ';'.~:; 

" ,·'c'breed'ing in .:f:p.r-~ign zoos • 
.l'.'-~ ',' " ~:,:,;~?~~,; . ' 

: .. i .. .'. 
7:£ r: . 

'~ ... -

A'I least two previously endangerh·, 
from extinct.ion by means of capt,ivie 

The Arabian Oryx (an antelOpe).~~hd 
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Pere David's Deer (f-rom China) becarne extinct in,,1:-he wild, \. and 
exist now only because captive populations had been formed in 
U.S.A. and U.K. respectively before those in the wild disappeared. 

(5) H~ §ho!:!.!g Rhi!l9.§ e~ exported f.r:gm Sabeb, bu!. not ·Peninsular 
Mala:tsi j1l 

There are two reasons why, in the plan evolved between the 
parties involved in the proposed captive bre~din9 project, Rhinos 
would be allowed out of- Sabah but not Peninsular Malaysia. 
Firstly, the Sabah f-orm is a dif-ferent sub-species, which should 
not be mixed with the Peninsular form for breeding. Thus, Sabah 
Rhinos would be propagated in Sabah and U.S.A., while Peninsular 
Rhinos would be propagated in Peninsular Malaysia. Secondly, 
Peninsular has much.~uperior resources locally than does Sabah. 
The National Parks and Wildlife 'Department there has over 1,000 
staf-f (compa~ed to Sabah's 35 staff). The Institute for Medical 
Research, Universitl P~rtanian Malaysia and S£~gapore Zoo are all 
within road access of Melaka Zoo to provide quick back-up. Thus, 
Peninsular MalaySia has much less need of sustained help from 
outside experts. 

(6) Bhlnga may die duI'" i ng £.@Q!!!J:JL. 
whi£h they are not- accustomed 

transportation 9£ in zgg§ to 
-', 

The Rhinos will die anyway, from poaching. It is true that risks 
tif death or injury are present, but the U.S. zoos p~oposed for 
this project have among the best records in the world for care 
and-br~edin9 of tropical mammals. 

(7) I~hnigues arDgosed_~ ~- y~~ ~ ~ enhance 
§!:!~a" .1§:r.llil~ insemination i!!!g ~br-YQ transfer) 
e~~ .1tled 

breeeding 
have !!2!. 

This criticism is false. Both techniques have already increased 
breeding su~cess ~f rare tropical mammals in U.S. zoos. Embryos 
of the Bongo, a rare African forest antelope, for example, have 
recently been t~ansferred into female Elands, a common plains 
antelope, and successfully produced young Bongo. 

(8) If U.S~ 1QQ§ want to hele cDnservation~ th~~ should finance 
.1he p~Dj_ect .@!!li.r:£ll within Sabab 

Some thought will reveal that this is an unreasonable 
expectation. It has already been ~aised in lengthy discussions 
with the U.S. zoos, and rejected as not feasible. The zoos will 
be investing millions of dollars. They must recoup some of that 
money by increased visitor attendance, which would result from 
the ptesence of Rhinos in their zoos. The transfer of­
facilities, breeding technology and personnel to Sabah would 
incre"ase costs enDrmo~sly, yet the zoos themselves have no 
guarar:-~~_~";a of lon~-term s,-,ppart With/' Sabah. 

vJA1") }!;eed i ng 9_~p'*lg be 1 nit i ated .!.n. Mal ays ia 

;~,~~1;- ,~:_;:{~;: ~ 
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Under the plan already drawn up, the proje~t would $'tart in 
Malaysia. At least one pair would be retaine"d at Sepi lok befor'e 
others are allowed to leave the country. Also, several pairs 
would be kept at Melaka Zoo. 

Note that plans for a zoo near Kota Kinabalu and Sandakan were 
drawn up in 1981, but sti 11 have not succeeded. A-l'"So, that Zoo 
Negara runs at an enormous loss and is in c~ntinuous financial 
difficulties, even with support by government and private donors. 
Under conditions such as these, it cannot be 9uaranteed that a 
project lacking international input would succeed. 

(10) To allow exgor·t of Bhino§ !iQulg contraditl the r:~~ 
banning gf. mgnk~ exgort 

This comment reveals a misunderstanding of the whole situation. 
The export of monkeys was banned because they are used for 
medical and war-related research, and tie"cause such a business 
can provide lucrative returns for unscrupulous individuals, 
leading to over-exploitation of the wild monkey population. 

(11) ZOQ animals ~ vuln~~~ SQ ftGid"emic disease 

This is"a valid point, but the critic fails to realis~that it is 
a major factor in support of (not against) breedin~:lDan to U.S. 
zoos. If all Rhinos were to be kept in one state, disease might 
well wipe them all out. By having a b~eeding g~oup elsewhere, 
such a risk is minimal. 

(12) Cagture technig~ h~ not been tested 

This is a false claim. The technique to be used (stockade traps) 
has been used successfully on Rhino and Tapir in Malaysia, and on 
many other large forest mammals in other countries. It is safer 
than any other technique for the capture of large mammals. 

(13) "Loce! zoolo9.!.!!ts a"n,Sl faciliti!t§ !!:~ £.9pable Qf. carrying QY.t 
~~~ 

As far as th~ Sabah Forest Department is aware, there are no 
Malaysians with experience of success+ully breeding rare large 
mammals in ~aptivity on a long-term, sustained basis. There are 
some with experience of "breeding on a short time-scale, and wit~ 
better-known species, but such experts are have other duties in 
universities or Veterinary Departments. 

(14) The "!!l!:laysian Ve1ttinar:y Depar.tm!U:!!§ ~ g£~ Qut 
artifi&!al insemination 

This may be so, but artificial insemination is only a small 
component of the ~lan, and neglects to conside~ both funding and 
other re~pDnslbl,l ities of the gDv,ernment departments • 

. ~ t I 
more suitabl2 .1n. Sabah 

7 



Zoologically, this is not particularly valid. Rhinos have ~reat 
problems with body heat regulation in a tropical climate because 
of their massive size; this is why they live inside fDrest cover 
and spend much time wallDwing in mud pools. Furthermore, 
experience has shDwn that climate is not a problem in breeding 
tropical species in temperate climates. Many tropical animals 
have bred in captivity in cold climates, but very few ·have bred 
In captivity in tropicl climates. 

(16) .nggmed Rh inga m.!ght bet t.!U:: ~ trana.!~ed to e.r:otgcted 
Rese~ aJ:: eark§ in Sabah 

This seems to be an attractive option but it is unlikely to help 
the Rhino for the following reasons: 

( i ) 

( i i ) 

( i i i ) 

When large mammals are translocated, they usually try 
to walk back to the area from which they were taken. 

It cannot be overemphasised that poaching is a critical 
problem: ever.y time a Rhino is killed, survival 
prDspects for the species in Borneo are reduced by 
significant extent. News of translocation would 
attract poachers. 

Even if a tra~slticated Rhino stays in place and is not 
poached, it may be rej ected by resident Rh i nos .• 

(Iv) There is no point in translocatio~ if its success, or 
otherwise, cannot be monitored~ In this case, it 
would be necessary to put radio-transmitters on the 
Rhinos ~nd monitor from a helicopter. 

(v) There is no obvious suitable area for translocation at 
present. 

Ihe s1!g.r:nati~ option - capture fo~ Captiv~ Propogat.ion ~ithin 

Sabah 

The aim of the project would be to build a group of la RhinDs for 
breeding. A smaller number is likely to lead to genetiC 
inbreeding problems. The project would run indefinitely, to 
produce a self-sustaining population, with eventual release Df 
offspring into the wild, when protective measures are adequate. 

The cost of such a project is estimated at about M$3.8 million 
for the first 3-year period (see attached budget). Donations 
could be sought from outside Sabah, but cannot be expected 
automatically. If government can guarantee a proportion of the 
funds required, there MDuld be a case fof a fund-raising 
publ iCit)C.: campaign in European. and irth American countries. 

As addltlonaal'components to such a plan to save the Rhino, it·is 
·~~·:!~recaiRm~nded . :j;~~~~t the guard force for Tabin Wi Idl ife Reserve' "be 
9 •• ' .•• ' •• ';.~"'-.~f'" 
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inc~eased and that legislation be amended to p~o~ide 
a mandata~y jail sentence fo~ anyone in possession of pa~ts 
Rhinos. It is also suggested that a start be made 
progressively ~educe the numbe~ of fi~e-a~ms in Sabah and 
phase out ~elo99in9 in Tabin Wildlife Rese~ve as soon 
possible. 
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Establishment hgats 

';i 

(a) Captu~e Oee~atiDn 

4-wheel d~ive vehicles (2) 

Trap materials 

Camping equipment 

Radio-contact system 

10% contingency funds 

Sub-total: 

(b) Captive Breeding Facility 

Paddocks, housing etc. 

Staf+ quarters 

Vehicle 

~O% contingency funds 

Sub-total: 

Vehicle running costs 

Operation Manager (salary/expenses) 

Assistant 

3 capture Teams (18 staff) 

staff t~avel expenses 

Insu~ance 

Hire of helicopter fo~ survey of 
caoture a~eas 

Vehicle hire for t~anspD·~tati~ 
of Rhinos (incl. t~actor hire for 
road mak:i.!-;cti, and hel icopters) 

6;!~·:·: : ... :~:' 
.. ~I'· ..... t;· t. '" "0'\ 

o ,j' : :~o\ .. ~'." : : . ~"'. 
'~'~~" ~o~~:.o '.0 • 10 

80,000 

20,000 

5,000 

10,000 

11,500 

126,500 

300,000 

300,000 

40,000 

128,000 

768,000 

14,000 

60,000 

24,000 

216,000 

20,000 

5,000 

25,000 

150,000 
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Food/medical ca~e 

Eme~gency vete~inary care 

Rental of house fo~ oeprations, 
base 

Bonus fo~ successful captu~e 
(assumes 20% of yea~ly salary, 
2 Rhinos pe~ yea~) 

10% contingency funds 

Sub-total: 

(b) ~ptive Breeg!ng Facility 

Uni.t Di~ecto~ 

Assistants (2) 

Security Guards (4) 

Staff travel expenses 

Bonus for successful care (10%) 

Food/medical supplies 

Vehicle Maintenance 

Maintenance of buildings 

20% contingency funds 

Sub-total: 

Capture/transportation 

Unit Maintenance 

Total: 

Ecological research into wild"Rhjnos 

I 
Release programme for captive-born 

"Rh i nos :::~~Ii~: ~. 
• ~ .... ~'+ .. ~ , 

. . . .':'~:"'~.>~' ... ;:" . .:-<.~! ...... -{ 

J~:f ·r). .. ·':::> t 
.: r '. 

11 

5,000 

15,000 

18,000 

115,000 

66,700 

733,700 

48,000 

36,000 

48,000 

10,000 

13,000 

3(j;000 

7,000 

10,000 

40,400 

242,400 

2,327,600 

1,495,200 

3,822,800 

100,000 

300,000 
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Sabah'set to 
sign pact on 

A PLAN to send 
four pairs of Sa­
bah's endanger­
ed Sumatran rhi­
nos t.o zoos in the 
United States on 
a breeding loan 
looks set to be 
finalised by the 
md of this 
tllOnth. 

After year;. of ex­
ulustive discussions. a 
·.ompr~hen9ive 81Tee­
nent has been reached 
Iy the Malaysian 
,tildlife Deparlment 
n Kutlla Lumptlr and 
he Wildlife Section of 
he Sabah Forestry 
)epaH.rttent with the 
,umatran Rhino Trust 
.I.'t up by the Ameriean 
L"lSociation of Zoola­
~ical Parks and 
hluaribms. 

Sabah wtldllfe om­
:ials involved in the 
It'goUaUons have re­
used to comment on 
llt' agreement. wblch 
.1lparent.1y needs only 
lie green Ught from 
;le new State Govern­
"cnt to become om· 
i!1l. 

rhinQ 
ODe man wno has 

been close to the whole. 
deal is the Director of 
Singapore's Zoological 
Gwen,. Mr Benlard 
Harrison. 

"The agreement has 
not been finalised yet. 
but I belleve It will be in 
the next few weeks tr 
there IS no adverse 
reaction from the pub­
lic," Mr Harrlson SaId. 

"I was involved In the 
discussiOns as a mem­
ber oC the so-called 
CspUve B~ Spe-

. dalI.sts' Group. 

"The ~entltse1f 
Is quite fair. but I S!1J)­
pose It Is up to Uie 
Babab state Govern­
ment to accept the 
tenns er to chanse 
them:" 

The CapUve Breed· 
Ing Programme alma at 
capturtng 10 paJra or 
thlnos from the wild, 
six in ~abah and four In 
Pen1nsul8r Malaysla. 

The slx pair8 from 
Sabah w1ll represent 

r?- ~. '.: 

WQ,ter .' s.uppl.y· 
sinks firemen 
"Hi: Btate~. befit started ID '0 p~ With tIlouaands man lir Ltmdti.1h tlcs. warklbcb.· the ga~ to' wamb tl1e 
.Ramaay_ Jit8m.. Iraa .tOurlh tm1~bl Use·row.·· ~War blasel a 
eallecl for ~ qJ'IeIIt. The F1re Df!Dartment . Jiuge tramc snarl-u, P 
review ()f fire ~ . was alerted wlUdn five lastlng . two. .hours 
iD iUtdUtta fOlI01rlu ~ m.bu1-. but t.be blaze slowed. down the etrol1a 
cliaQstroas ftJe Whfeh QJread guleJdy to the . of both police and the 
destroyed a row 'of 11 l'i!8t of ~ 8hOphouses. ~~~~~ 
sboohodaes ~. Mile oS W~ the· ftre ties. . 
In f'enriaen IIoI;Id. raee ~ the bloek. 'Ibe FIre Department 

Mr .ntaun iald It could . said that the lire came, 
Firemen took more have been controUed at a ttme when It JJad~ 

tbaJi ~ houJa to fa iDUCh autcker If there alieady Ben.t crews- to· 
the blaze ~ COIl bad bftIi 8UIIlcfent wa- ~t a buab lire In 
-. eq~ with e ter pressure, P'Oochow Rolld. 
latest. tUintablt ladder "In sueb a ~tattua-
ancl two moclern Ire en· P'lveof the shoP- tteD we bad to call on 
ainea 'but vtrtuaUy bD- houses were reduced to oJI-duty ~ollDel," a 
DOtenr: becauSe: of a ..aabea, four were almost ~ tor the de-
lack o~water ~- r:rn~~~= p,==~ ~ to 
Jlre~~3: were aU~~ off. the CM! A=:Fire 
mediate vt=t.... an1S ~ twDs\\Ue Work- BecUon to send Its fire 
the canftla10zi '~f. the ab'S Uxe blaze ~ but were told ftreJium was o'-"' ..... a as . t:~eJlk11ght by tb9t 'the Fke Section 
the" stood· ~he1- . tlie .", aremen are .co~d not do that With· 
\1!eS$l1 h~:,JJ;mp' ~~ '-:f .' = a ~ ~rder 
water hosa..!'. ': \ ",,":,,'. '. PoUCe'~baVe bitterly' . Tbeth~rt are en­
. ?~~ ·~~.l:t~/ crlttrlfRl'rltebcif-th......... mn .. ,..", nnt a ....... • ... ~-

Four 
10 Rurt 
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An Agreement 

F,)r' th,:2 Conservation' of the St)matran Rhinoceros '. 

(Oicerorhinus sumatrensis) 

between 

Department of w·; ld:l ife and Na.tional. Parks Peninsula Malaysia 

and .. -----
_The ~~ldl ife Section of the Forest 'Department, Sabah 

and 

."."., 

". 

The Sumatran Rhino Trust 

of the 

American Association of Zoolo~~bal Parks and Aquariums 
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PREAMBLE 

'~t': ' .. ) .' ':~d I'hat the Sumalr.3n r-hinoceros is one· of the most endangered 
'!i,::nr::J ';"ecies in the \""orld and is facing, serious threats of habitat/loss, 
~ (' J ,- ! i • . ': n r1 0 the r rn 0 r trl 1 i t y fa c tor s : 

1 
J. 

'~l~ ,i!natran Rh ino Trust of the American Association of Zoological 
;r'~~~', Jnd Aquariums (AAZPA) together with the Department of Wildlife 

:';i,; ~~]tiond1 Park Peninsula Malaysia ,and the Sabah Wildlife Depart­
"'l"lt .3g r ee to work together on a pr,oject aimed at providing this 
,~eCles with the maxi~u~ chance of.survival. 

. "": ,,\/~ZPA Sumatt-an Rhino' Trust recognize that as, .. p.art of their 
',\~~lInitment to the conservation of the speci'es, they will undertake 
:) fund conservation activity beyond their normal emphasis of 
::.: J u i .... i n 9 ani m a 1 s for the i-r co 11 ec t i on s • ' 

7ne Wildlife Departments of Peninsula Malaysi~ and Sabah recognize 
that'the technically advanced facilities 'existing in North Ame'r:;.ica 
Jrovide for a more rapid increase in size of a captive breedin~ 
.:t·OUp. This group potentially could 'be utilized for reintroduction 
Slck into their natural habitats at a ~ore suitable time in the 
.0 '''; "0 i:Jr e • 

~0w~.e. ~ is noted that the entire program ~il1 be managed as a single 
-Jn~2~~~--Jn effort for the species and, in general, will be so that the 
~~e(;e :~Jnds to gain the maximum advantage. 

I 
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Background 

Th is Agr'eement is entered into on th i s dat~: by The Depa'~tment 
of Wildl ife and National Parks of Peninsular Malaysia ' 
(refen~ed to as IIWest Malaysia"); the Wildlife Section, 
Department of Forestry, Sabah, Malaysia (referred ~o as 
"Sabah"); and the AAZPA Sumatran Rhino Trust (referred 
to ·~s "SRT"). Collectively, II,West f4a1aysia ll

, nSabqh·'!'and 
the "SRT" constitute the "Parties" and the "Signatories" 
to this' Agreement. 

The purpose of the Agreement is to es tab 1i sh' a conserv at ion 
project between the parties as part o{ a global str~tegy 
for conservation of the Sumatran rhinoceros (Dicerorhinus 
sumatrensis (teferred to as the "Rhino") being developed 
under aus:plces of the Species Survival Commission (SSC) 
of the Int'errlational Union for the Conservation of Nature 
and Na t ura 1 Reso.u,rces (lUCN). 

.~--

The goal of the 'strategy is the longterm survival of the 
Rhino as a spe~ies a~d as a component of its natuial eco­
systems. 

The strategy is justified because: 

(a) The Rhino is a grea~ly endangered species; 

(b) The Rhino presently survives 111 the wild to a great 
'extent in small, isolated populations which may not 
be genefic~lly or demographic~11y viable for the long-
term; . ,', 

(c; The Rh/lno population is decreaSing :due to poaching, 
lagging, and a combination of factors; 

.' P \ 
,- I 

::imination of this s~ecies will deprive mankind of 
~n irreplaceable, natural resource; 

This Agreement is entered into for the purpose of 
s~pplementing a conservation program to prevent the 
~xtinction of the Sumatran Rhino and thereby enrich 
;-~lIr environment by preserving for mankind a species 
Gf invaluable scientific, educational and cultural 
significance. 

~he strateg; will attempt to achieve this goal thro~gh 
conser~3tion programs for: 

:}) ~he protection of viable populations in sufficiently 
l1rge areas of natural habitat; 

'b; Captive propagation to preserve a reservoir of genetic 
.j i '/ers i ty emp 1 oyi ng ar ma 1 s wi th no apparent hope 

".::., . ',: " :~'~~~',\; ,:... ,'" 
•• _. 0°.. • ~~;; •• 

'/:;'~:'+'-:"'>; ;,-\,-~::,:£.4ti<" ::)J::, 
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in-situ of contributing to the long-term survival 
or-the-spec i es. 

However, since the expertise and resources ofJbe SRT are 
largely oriented toward captive prcipagation, tfi~ir contributions 
1lust c;)ncentt~ate on this part of the strategy while providing ". 
other 1 imited support for the in-situ conservation efforts. 

Thus, the major objective of this specific cooperative .con­
·:.erv.: t ! on pr-oj ec t is to deve 1 op a program of capt i ve p'ropaga t i on 
~-or tht: ;~h i no. 

;he arimary purpose of the captive propagation will be to 
reinf~rce wild populations. 

The prJject will be developed in accordance with the guide­
lines ~stabli5hed by the IUCN Ad Hoc Me~ting on the Sumatran 
rhinoceros conducted in Singapore,. 2-4 October, 1984, and 
attendt:;d by representatives 'of the parties to. this Agreement. 
(liThe 5; ngapore Propos a 1 s il ) : See Append.~. 

The project will be developed under the oversight of the 
Sumatr'an Rhino Foundation (IIFoundatton ll

) to be established 
under the auspices of the IUCN SSC. The Foundation will 
operate as an independent task for~e under aegis of the 
As i aJl Rh i noS pe cia 1 i s t G r 0 u p of the I U eN ~ se. I nit i all y; 
the Fo~ndation will consist of the Sumatran Rhino eoord~nator 
("Coordinator ll

) and one represertative each from West 
Maldysi~, Sabah, the SRT, Indonesia (PHPA), the Howlett's 
Port tympne Foundation from the Un"ited Kingdom, the IUCN 
SSC Asian Rhino Specialist Group and the~-IUeN SSC Captive 

; Breeding Specialist Group. The Sumatran Rhino Coordinator 
vd 11 b.e emp 1 oyed by the I UCN under terms of reference wh i ch 
are avai1able frqm IUCN. 

'tJhi le the major contributions of the SRT should and must 
~e oriented to the captive pro~~gation components of the 
conservation strategy for the R~ino, the cooperative nature 
cif the ;Jt"oject will .be- further demonstrated by financial 
lnd technical support from the SRT to West Malaysia and 
~cbah for' in-situ conservation efforts. 

This financial and technical support will include: 

(a) ~ssistance from the SRT to increase protection of 
iiable natural populations and sanctuaries. Priority 
~n ~his regard will be accorded to the Tabin (Silabukan) 
~ildl ife Reserve in Sabah. An important part of this 
1ssistance may be field research conducted collaboratively 
~y Malaysian and SRT investigators; 

(b) StJl-'Jeys to determine which Rhinos are suitable for 
ClOt '.Jre ~ , 
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Assistance fo; an innovative IIgene poolu project iOn 
West Malaysia that in concept will combine elements 
of both in-situ c~nservation ~nd capt1ye propagation; 

:raining for Malaysian Wildlife and National Parks 
0epartment staff in management of captive and wild 
~opulat;ons; .' 

r r';~ns fer of capture and t r a ns por:t te.chno 1 ogy:----.... · 
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SPECIFICS OF THE PROJECT 

Capt!ve propagation programs will be developed in West 
MalJy5~J. SJbah and North America. I 

...... " \. , 

Fielu operations to collect appropriate Rhinos will be 
simult.aneous 1y initiated in West Malaysia and Sabah. , An 
SRT repr-esentative (at this writing, Tony Pal"kinson) will 
coo rcl ; n ,1 tea n d f a c i 1 ita t e the see f for t sas the Fie 1 d Sup e r -
'"iscr. The field operations will commense within thirty 
days of signature of this Agreement by all parties. 

\ 

,; :~anagt~rnent Committee ("Committee") will be formed consisting 
af seven members. These would include the Director General 
of the Jepartment of Wildlife and National Park of Peninsular 
~alaysia as Chairman; the Director of Research and Management 
of the Department nf Wildlife and National Parks of Peninsular 
Malaysia: the ~ssistant Chi~f Game Warden of Sabah; three 
r'epresentatives from the SRT, one of which will be the Field 
Supervi sor and 'another of which wi 11 ·be the-Species Coordinator 
for the SRT; and the IUCN SSC Sumatran Rhino Coordinator. 

The primary function of the Committee will be to supervise 
and facilitate implementation of the project as specified 
by t~e Agreement ahd also, if requtred, to, interpret the~ 
terms 0f this Agreement. . -

However, it is retognized that the primary responsibility 
of implementation of this project rests with the Malaysian 
parties to this Agreement. 

3ecaus~~ of the long di~tances and the lo~al neces~ities 
of the ~roject, th~ Field Supervisor would represent the 
SRT on all day-to~day operati6nal matters su~h as the 
coordination and supervision of the capture teams, the 
construction of the holding pens, the transportation and 
management· of the animals after ~apture, and the basic 
logistics supporting the oper~ti6ns both in Sabah and West 

:'1 a 1 ay s i 3 . 

If any oroblem develops that cannot be resolved by the 
Field Supervisor ~s the SRT representative, and the local 
authorities, the .Committee would be consulted by telephone 
or some other form of rapid communication. If the problem 
still could not be properly resolved, a physical meeting 
in'a mlJtually acceptable location can be convened by the 
Chairman, the Field Supervisor, or a majority of the other 
members of the Committee. This meeting would be for the 
purpose of dealing with any major matters not covered in 
this ~gr~ement as well as the management of the field 
operat~ons in which there was a major disagreement. 
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Funds from the SRT for the project wou1d"be directed thr.ough 
the Comm it tee. who are respons i b 1 e to the SRT' and who mus t 
p'rese'n t the documenta t i on of cos t s and a fi nanc i a 1 s ta~~ment . 
on a quarterly basis. At this point, the funds will b~'\ 
(1e 1 i vered to a speci a 1 account of the Manage.ment Commi ttee 
who sl1al1 act as paymaster in accordance with a budget 
,1dopted by the Committee. Payments shall be made by check ...-
or purchase order signed by any two members of t~e Committee. 

~ field capture team will be supported by the SRT tG-b~erate 
simultaneously in West Malaysia and Sabah. The contractual 
obligation will cover a three-year period from the date 
I) f s i 9 n a t u re 6 f the Agreement by all part; e s . At the end 
of this three-year period, signatories to the Agreement 
will review the project and decide whether it is to be 
continued, modified, or discontinued. 

The number ~n4 identity of animals to be captured in West 
Malaysia will be determined by the Director General of 
Wildlife and Nat~onal Parks in accordance with the criteria 
delineated by the Foundation Masterplao'and subject to the 
review and ratification of the IUCN Sumatran Rhino Foundation • 

At this time, all animals captur~d in West Malaysia will 
remain ;n the country of origin. The captive propagation 
grogram in West Malaysia will be located at the Melaka Zoo. 
Funds for adequate }acil ities to accommodate any anl·:;'all 
Rhinos placed in Me1aka shall be the responsibility of West· 
tw1a 1 ays id. 

,A.dd i Lt ona I 1 y, Rh i nos may be moved to .. a "gene poo 111 site 
to be-determined by ~he Directtir General. Actual distribution 
of/Rhinos captured.:. in West Malaysia between the Me1a~a Zoo," 
s{te 0f captive propagation in West Malaysia, or the g~ne 
pool pr8ject ~il1 be the decision of the Director General 
~nd will depend up6n the number of Rhinos captured during 
the tnree-year period by th~ West Malaysian capture team. 

:~ Sat~n, Rhinos w~ll also b~ selected as candidates ~or . 
capture 1ccording to criteria of the Foundation Masterplan: 
Preliminary an~lysis has indicated that all animals outside 
Tabin (Silabukan) Wildlife Reserve and its contiguous environs 
and 8anum Va lley. identified in the report liThe Pl ight of 
the Sumdt~an RHino in Sabahll by P.M. Andau and J. Payne~ 
.satisfy these ~r'teria and are candidates for immediate 
attemp:s at capture. Other groups or populations of Rhino 
that might be discovered in Sabah in the course of the 
project will be 'evaluated on a case-by-case basis according 
to the Foundation Masterp1an criteria . 
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. ! Due to the seriousness of the Rhino situation .. in Sabah, 
it is deemed necess~ry that a healthy captiv~population 
be established without delay. This population is to 
be built up of animals in fragmented situations and 
of doubtful value to the natural population in ·the wild. 
The ai~ of this is to establish a r~servoir of the 
Bornean subspecies that could be utilized at a later date 
for r'eintroduction into t~e wild when adequate reserves 
or systems of protection have been established. 

It is envisioned that six good breeding pairs of Rhinoi 
will be set up at five different facilities. Two· pair 
will go to Sepilok, and four pairs to the facilities 
listed: Cincinnati Zoo, Los Angeles Zoo, Bronx Zoo, 
and the San Diego Zoo. 

Animals will be suitably matched by age and sex so as 
to maximize the breeding potential of this captive group. 

The.·.SRT will assist technically and financially in the 
deve 1 opmen t of ttie f ac i 1 i ty at Sepi 1 ok. _-- . 

Deriv~tion of all Rhinos destined for North America 
from Sabah will f~cilitate compliance with the Singapore 
Proposals ~~commendation for management of subspecies 
as separat~ populations in captivity for the near future. 

i 

By signlng this Agreement, it is understood that both . 
the Department of Wildlife and National Parks in West' 
Mal~Y5~a and the Department of For~stry in Sabah 
19ree pr'1mptly to provide the SRT with all documents 

~ n~eded for the legal exportation of thes€ Rhino from 
~alays1J and their importation into the United States 
immedi~tely upon their capture. 

The SRi will support, through technical advice and 
financ~al ~elp, capture teams in both West Malaysia 
and Sabah. This support shall not exceed US $250,000 
in the first year of the project- and will not exceed 
b~dgets agreed to eac~ year thereafter by vote of the 
SRT (which shall depend upon the progress of the project 

'35 well as financ·ial capabil ity), on a date no later 
than 1 October in each calendar year. These funds will 
be ,assigned on a 4:1 ratio between Sabah and the Penin­
sular respectivel~. 

The SRi will also provide technical and financial aid 
to the Sabah and Melaka captive propagation program, 
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to the IIgene pool" project, and to in situ c~lnservation. 
efforts on a case-by-case basis to be approved by the 
SRT from time to ti~e and in each year's budget a~d ~~\ 
not to exceed US $100,000 during the first year and \ 
DS 575,000 in each of the second and third j~ars. 

Fut'the!' spec; fics on the amount of financial support 
will be determined ~utually by the parties, project 
by project, based on the Foundat~on Masterplan. 

Presently agreed u~on items would be: 

~. Support for the two capture teams financially 
and technically: 

(3) In Sabah, due to limited staff currently 
available, the SRT will pay salaries and 
,fi~ld allowances of all personnel required 
as 'determined'by the Field Supervisor. 

(b) In West Malaysia, the urga~ization and pay­
ment of the capture team will be the 
responsibility of the Department of Wild-

.. *.1 ife and' National ParKs with the exception 
that the SRT will pay fi~ld allowances for 
staff not to exceed the amount for this 

"\ 

V. 

-" 

purpose .expended by the SRT1in Sabah. '~ 

Specific items for West Malaysia: 

(a) Gene pool project - US $70)000 - to be 
used to construct staff and research 
buildings. 

1 Land Rover for West Malaysia to be 
". 

utilized for gene pool project - US $15,000. 

Radio communicat;'on system - US $10.,000 
to $15,000. . 

Salary and allowances for one ranger -
us $7., 100. 

i I 

Support for the Committee to carry out its 
functions unless otherwise provided for 
and up1to a limit of US $10,000 a year. 

j 

~pecific ite~s for Sabah: 

(~~ 2 vehicles: 1 pickup truck, 1 station 
wagon - US $45,000. 

'Radio communication system - US $10,000 
to S15,000. 
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c. (c) Scholarships for the Sabahan staff ,to attend 
relevant courses in Indonesia, Ind'~ or 
elsewhere. These scholarships would be 
available at a rate of two/year with a 
maximum allowance of US $'O,OOO/schol~rship 
or a total fund of US $20,OOO/year. 

(rl) Possible progr~m of field studies, especially 
concentrating in and arQund the Tabin Res~rve 
(US S50,000 or expertise" ·equipment and 
time of equivalent value over the three-
year period of the project)~ preferably 
by local scientists. 

(e) Construction of holding facilities at Sepilok 
- US S30,OOO. 

The Field Supervisor will divide his time equally 
between operatfons in West Malaysia and Sabah. The 
official headquarters and residence for the Field Super­
visor will be established in West Malaysia..,-",but a 
collaterJlbasewill be established in Sabah. The 
Field ,Supervisor will develop the schedule for distri­
oution of his activities in consultation with, the 
Management Committee and in relation to the evolving 
situation in the field. 

The primary assignment of the Field Supervisor will 
be the Rhino project. Howe~er,~he will also be avail~ 
3ble tn Jdv~se and assist on other projects in West" 
~~a'l a'ys; a (e. g. se 1 adang) and Sabah (e. g. probosc; s 

~ monkey) as time permits so long as in th€ opinion of 
the Ff'eld Supervisor and the Committee these activities 
do nor/detract from the-primary assignment. Similarly, 
the Field Supervisor may be available on a ve~y limited 
basis,' not to exceed two weeks per ye,ar', to advise 
on the capture operations for the Rhino proposed in 
Indonesia as partof the IUCN SSC masterplan. 

:echnicai assistance ~rovided by the AAZPA SRT pursuant 
to the aoove paragraphs may include qualified animal 
~eepers' lnd veterinarians, curatorial guidance and 
support. ~nd apprentice-trajn;ng' in West Malaysia 
and Sab:.Hl and at appropriate AAZPA zoos for qualified 
Malaysian curator~, keepers: and veterinari~ns~ Such 
technic31 assistar1ce during; the first year of the 
project i,oJill inclJde: ! 

I 

(a) Qualified keepers and veterinarians on an as­
needed basis to be determined by the Field Super­
v; sor a t the: cilpt i ve f ac i 1 i ty to 'be deve loped 
at Sepilok and Melaka. 
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( b ) Veterinary support for the actual capture operations, 
on a short notice and as-needed basis to be determined 
by the Field Supervisor; 

(c) Curatorial support on a semi-continuou's·~ basis for 
the captive facility at Sepilok and similar operations 
~lJCh as Melaka in West Malaysia. Support to be 
provided by alternating ~mong the institutions of the 
SRI on at least a 4-6 week basis, possibly with/some 
time lapse in between the -tuurs of du~y; . 

(d) fraining in both Malaysia and at appropriate AAZPA 
zoos for Malaysian curators, keepers and veterinarians 
to be negotiated on a mutually agreed upon level. 
internships at SRT facilities for ,a period of eight 
weeks each would'be available in the first year to 

(e) 

two selected staff members from Sepilo~ and two selected 
staff menlbers from Melaka or other appropriate facilities 
in Weit ~alaysia;' . 

. 
. ----Through these various mechanism~~ there will also 

specifically be an attempt to provide information and 
instruct ion' in v'arious reproductive and other tech­
nologies applicable to the 66nservation strategy for 
-the. Rh; no and programs for other wi 1 dl i fe. In part i cu lar, . 
the SRT will demonstra~e te~hnology in endocrinq'ogical~. 
analysis of u~ine and blood, embryo tra~sfer ana '. 
artificial insemination, and various genet.ic .analyses' . 
(e.g. karyotypic and el'ectrophoretic), capt,ure':and: 

·tl',1I1Sport methods for the Rh'tno and other large m-ammals. 

fecllnical assistance in subseqU;nt years will be pro· 
.vided upon fayorable revieW '6r the Sumat~an Rhin6 
Pr'oject by We'sf Malaysia, Sabah, SRT.and the Fou·hdation. . . 

The SRI will also provide US S25,OOO'to IUCN toward ~upport 
of the contract for the Sumatran Rhino Cbordinator during 
each jear of the project .. .. 

-
~he S~T will collaborate as appropri~tewith West Malaysia 
and SaDJh in attempts to. attract outside funds from carpor­
ations. foundations, organizations and philanthropists to 
support the c~nservation s~rategy for the ·Rhin9. . 

All Rhinos captured in the projec~ shall remain the property 
of the Malaysian government in perpetuity subject to the 
(and i ~ i cns of~ th i's Agreeme~t. All anima 1 s transported to. 
~orth America' for captive propagation. shall be deSignated 
to the SRT or its successor organizations on breeding laan. 

All animals placed in captivity in West Malaysia, Sabah 
and N8rth America will be .managed cooperatively as part 
of a 1I· .. .ro r 1 d; popu 1 at i on U under coordi nat ion of the Sumatran 
Rhino Foundation. 

I 
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'27. progeny produced in North America will also be on 
breeding loan to the SRT or its succ~ssor org~nization 
until the North American population'-'att:ains demographic 
stabi ~i ty and a genetically effective size of 25.' 
However, Sabah has the option to request for th~ return 
of 1 pair if this be desirab~e. Ther~~fter, off$pr1ng 
from the North America population must'-land will be 
available for restocking adequate and protected reserv~s 
in t-lalaysia as the local management authorities advise 
in accordance with the Foundation Masterpl['an. 

The number of Rhinos potentially to be, returned to Malaysia 
under these circumstances will at a minimum equal the numbef 
or i 9 1 na 1.1 y moved from Ma 1 ays i a to North Ameri ca. - Beyond 
this number, repatriation of Rhino will continue as deemed 
nece~sary by the local management authorities and the 
Foundation Masterplan at a rate that does not detract from 
the self-sustaini~g status of the North American population. 

Ger~plasm, which-may be a more appropriate mec.h.anism than 
actual animals in many cases for transfer ,o-f---gene~ic material 
from capt i ve to wi ld populations, can and 'wi 11 be returned 
to Malaysia immediately as the technology can be applied 
.~nd the local management authorities-and the Foundation 
Masterplan so recommend. 

This·Agreement can be amended only by mutual and unanimo:us 
agreement of the signatories. 

: t is ·!j~del~stood that the signatures of the representatives 
of We~t Malaysia,and Sabah to this Agreement obligate their 

-' W i 1 d 1 if e 'Departments to the terms of the/Agreement. L i ke­
wise, the signature of the Species Coordinator of the SRT 
ob 1 i gat'es the SRT to the terms of the Agreement. 

, : 

Parti~s to this Agreement appreciate that the financial 
and techniGal support of the AAZPA Sumatran Rhino Trust 
is provided ;n the hope of securing the long-term survival 
of the Sumatran rhinoceros as a species and as a component 
of its natural eco~y~t~ms. The AAZPA SRT seeks to contribute 
~o the long-term ,survival of. biological diversity through 
'th~ captive propagation of species that might otherwise 
be lost or so greatly reduced in numbers as to be highly 
vulnerable to exiinction. The expertise and support of 
the Trust is and must be directed primarily toward the 
fulfil1ment of t~is goal through preservation by captive 
propagation. In 'fu1fi1li~g these goals, the SRT seeks to 
assist the Department of Wildlife and National Parks 
West Malaysia, and the Wildlife Section, Department of 
Forestry Sabah, in its own attempt to propag~te the Sumatran 
rhinoceros and to provide such limited support as SRT re~ource5 
permit to related efforts, as part of the conservation 
strategy for the Rhino, to preserve wild popu1ations where 
these are adjudged viable using modern criteria of bfo1ogical 

" . , , 
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conservation. The SRT applauds and does not seek to reduce, 
replace or supplant the efforts of the Malaysia government 
to protect its natio.nal wildlife in a state of nature. 

• 
I ~itness Whereof, the following parties have executed this Agreement 

such capacity and on such date as recorded below. 

~Jnd Khan bin Momin Khan 
:\ i rec tor Gener a.1.-· 
:epartment of National Park5 

and Wildlife 
~~~insular Malaysia 

Date 

Witness 

l . 

Datuk Haji K M Mastan 
Chief Game Warden 
Wildlife 'Section 
Department of Forestry 
Sabah, Malaysia 

;, ./ / 

%7/ 

Date 

Witness 

. "'" \ .. " .. 

~{~~?:'~~?--­
~arr~I.".~ ~omas, DVM 
: Spec!:~@~oordi nator 

AAZP~' S_a,ran Rhino Trust 
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o The acrccmcal ..... 
b. ruhnnd 'n Ihr.e 
,ears' lion. by all paniea 
amccmed. • 

Tb. CO!Uc .. allOlllsla 
apposed to tile I.nemol 
arc CJ'IlIcaI aboUl !he et· 
_Iallo,,'. rc.t motl •• • 
,IoQ:I.lronlr_rn. 
.. ,.. IblJ 1oblI,. b public 

=felu;!I~~· rh-:::':i 
tlte!r 1Il0l ond Ibc .al. re­_. a, well as prall, •• 
wlllclt 11 •• , ean elPC~1 •• 

I '::r.'~., ,h. AIMrlun 
_ nor !be MaIa"w. 
dole hid. Ibl facl that. 

r:':~U~t::::~:: 
IhlDc tor aotblnj.· 

TIIc zoos do wa"C di.· 
plaY·and Prell/a. 1$ lhe 
nlll", lID Ibrir capkal In· 
YeIImclll. 

DUI.lbtyllll", .. !n.lhl. 
I. a dui wh,eb Is muruII. 
Iy bcncfic1a1 IIIld wlllcll 
may ~ I/le only wa, or 
IniD, the .rbi no. • 

.~i~::~ br~'"c~ 
Ju. U 1"'1~ no miner c= 
IIIIh1y dcv.'oped ilmeri· 
un 1,""""loII!' b. breed· 
i"l 01 'he Sumatqn 'hi!", 

In capl"",. ha. never 
b.en III.mpl.d beto .. 
.nd y~ UIII, iI known of 
fh .... ima!I. 

TbI cb ...... oI_u 
....,. rherdOft b. qlllt. 
Inw. "".nu lhe cltaacu 
or 'Rllma la lb. Ini .... l. 
,hroa,b capIU .... Iran.· 
POna_ and incan:era· 
lioa in ZOOS _y be <lllile 
hiaIJ ... ,.lbccritics. 

I. ~I)' ID tome of Ihls. 
- olfICI ... _Id POi!n 
0111 lbat Ill. lwo lemale 
SUlllalrln ,billo. 
".1 .. _."." ca,IIIrc4 Jail 

=~:d"·f.:Jl~ .'0, md DOw al Mll.lacca 
ZiIo. hn. le!lled down 

~ = ':;.:rc!":r·rt~: 
1Id.1UIIII Deed for. com· 
plel dlel COID!""'n. 
mony verIttIa or d~ 
lora, 101_ 

A baby male eapturc4 
III poo, condlt'on 1 .. 1 
,ear. I>oweocr. died Ibll ,..r. . 

In Iddlrlon. t .... ltft_ 
haY. .ucccurully bred 
Ib, wtIIll &Dd bllcIi rhlll~ 
and Ill. lndlan rltlno _ 
SCfttl of JO lftdlan rhillo 
In Alllcricu _.re 11"," 
prepanc,In I.CI. 

Perbap. lb •. appoa" 
I ion', IIranl .. 1 arlu­
ntents.~: 

I. lbatl11lri1l prove Im· 
~&Sibl. ID .... "'lrocIuce 

10~.:~":r!:° ~= =. C~e!:o:':=':l 
hlmscJr like. Ibis lloe: 
ud 

2. Tha. takin, Ih. rhl"" 

!·~u~~~ "!M~~": 
~:t1~n':,~~l'"~~:~ 
me.nwhlle. 

,.. I,,::,:."l'~"·' or.'J1 .... ~ •. ' .. 9J 

....,51 ,filiewortd'S rhInOs 
~. . 0' '1. tt • '. ... :.,~. '... . 

THE ~ 1tdIIo (Dkmor- ~lIbodttl'rlltno.. , 

'=.,~~~'- ~=t~~'U.'rc:rt 
clcI: DlurrIrItlmu ~ · ...... oottIDa.:· 
~ die ~ fcomd iD . 11_1' Ill •• been Iroand fo ... 
Pelllutalar)hla a. Dlur.,r· loQaet40m!IliDDrurs. "mu • ... _"., lianiuonl. A huDdrcd run ,,0. UIc Suma· 
round .... ~ and Dr-· trItD 1IIbIo~ (re,l, I""" H~ 

~1nIIs~~= IDIla~Socz/hoEuI%~~iI. richl 
IlI>dBllrma. ~_ ond 1OI1111J. 'X· 

'I1tbrbllloblbcauDa:tflltbe yllla aCfUIIIV morittJ. 
-V. nw.. wrvIY!aIl{ICCica 01 Ibe 1I ..... f." rbino hIS btea 
~ tcrlUlIorn. prUed in (oil 

II " "weoU,. ntbcr ilia!> bare- 1II"'1cIae. .nd III 111ft'" habil.1 

mllSl abo be Iddrd 

r::11~~rC'!tr.'~~1r. 
licull and lediotts. '1:"" 
:!t. ~I,';,'=:~x ~:;"! 
::':~'!7..:J=~ 
man a""lou hlllllnl 
Rrollnd. Of T.bln .nd 
DawmVan.". 

And.1IIe bftcoIIn& pro­
llram ...... _ If lImen 
.mllledlald, ~.c~ssIW. 
which ... m. ullu..,y. 

:i:l!:p~C:I:1!n~~ 
only one aborit CYlIJ cwo 

~~~=r::::c.~~ n.. bzbIH pnl!!t.tad In 

~Q~"i~= 
~quall.. belween Ib, 
Aa..nc:&ft. aad ,be 1IIaIa,· 
d&IIs. oaJy afllt \be I0I&l 

~~.cr= 
~~ce=-r-
an emalnl)' a J:.\. war Tl...mc "bn,,, h:m: .. "" thC' ~ m:ognlIIon by IUCft Mwfd :!Ja':" 20 a;:n. u r Eft ... , 8f2Ik1 nvsteni '"' A.B. Mlchrf:rr«dL 

Scf~.l.'Jt:"",,~:r= Jiu'z ~iC _ '100, like Dub: 
Ibm of an klHlIlt. ral flIJkl&tan IIIld R:Iy Chat1cI alnlmCnCl 11., 
1!':1. ~":tJ,~ d~\nn2I'I!'ZIlIyznd ~~xtkll'l. 
antlat.ltbcm~. A l'aro/pld Is Ihdr RII .. ~I ctltliCl!. And 

TIie cap"" 1I ... llIlnl mIlIlnlt. Pdrol ~Id be )'IlU1 <lL...-ertIIr,c 
~=r Is": ~ '":. ~:: ~' 
:i. ~~~I~ Fully Wopofted. S y- ruu_cec. 
man"'Iura""'on_I~. ~ ~_._ 
~t:\J!~:1 ~ ::-:-.... 
~Is fi wballM whole· '''~I'--''''''IL_ ' .... II2fJ._ dilemma boils down 10 - . IhaoIId hllmuu cha"p e, ._ 
should rItInos? 3'.·_"A __ ..... , .... ,.,,_ 
I~ICII~=I:.=;.: ':::'::' .• 10 3S.l~ ____ . __ T.'_ 
cUe witl be cue aad It .'11 .............. t._.... .... ....... c-...... '.... . ~ 

t:v!%.~=~. ~~ j~ ~::es::t:::' =-i=--=-..... :.:.:::. S::.~~::. 
Sharp EditOl'U6I Servic~" ~.:::"""''''- • ~.......... ..._.....,-~- e-. 
I~ 
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"'~ 1 0 ftla.), 1985 

TO: 'CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS 
DEPUTY CONSERVATOR OF ~ORESTS (1) 
DEPUTY CON£ERVATORS OF FORESTS CII} 
OTHER SENIOR OFFICERS, FOREST DEPARTMENT 

The attached documents demonstrate the situat~on at present.' The 
most iTnpoy·ta.rlt· " pq i n ~ i ~ ti".at t.he d r a.··f t 5...gr-eElment L.:a.l 1 ~ f 0(' 
3t t.empts +_0 ca'pture at. 1 east 5 pai r-s of Rh i no i t"I Sa.bah. The 
first c~pair would remain in Sabah for breeding,. with costs and 
technir.~l a.ssist.a.r:ce -Er-oTii t~·IS !J.S~ zoo~-;·-~ Th;: next four- pair-s 
would be plBced on breeding loan to zoos in U.S.A; offspring 
would.only came back to S~bah at a later date. 

This situation has been reached over two years of corresponden~e 
and meetin9~. In the o~inion of Dr~ Nico van Strien, the lUCN 
r·epr-esentat i ve ~'lho vis i tect Sabah r-ec:.ent t.)/, it is 1 ~Ji'e 1 y but··· not 
cer-tai n that the U. S. :zoos \'JOU 1 d not agr-ee to arl)" fu..--.ther· 
significant· changes in the current dra.ft agreement .. Thus, if a 
new proposal were put up from Sabah, ca~.ing fo~'fe~er RhinQ~ on 
toart . t·o U.S~A. or- a charlge in timing o.f the project, the U.S .. 
zaps would probably withdt··a\ot, follo\.~ed·b)' Peninsulat' Malaysia. at .. d 
Indonesia. The U.S. zoos al""3u.e th~t ther'e is"'rlo poirlt' in havit"19 
-fewer- l·h ... ·an 4 pair's, since fe\-;et' ~;ould r"esult 'it) genetic 
i y.breed j_ rIg and e.x. t i rl!:. t i or: in capt i v i t)l. The Rh i n··o spec i e's 
i~ question is so endangered, that further significant delays may 
cause the species to reach the point of no return, given that we 
cannot guarantee ~he safety of wild populations. 

If, despite 
una.c:c:eptable~ 

this j the ~resent draft proposal 
I ~culd suggest the following steps: 

is c:ons i der'ed 

1) An urgent meeting to decide exactly what plan Sabah wishes. 

A possibl~ alternativ~ would be far Saba.h to fund capture and 
captive fac\lities, the U.S. zoos to provide technical p~rson~el. 
Breeding loa~ to U.S.A. would be guaranteed after the first 
captive bir--t.h 

<t pet .. i od of ~ 
M$1 .5 mill ion 

. •. -11 .: .. 

in Sabah. ! think that Sabah would have to assume 
say~ five years before first birth and a budget of 
(althoush this is little more than a guess). 

s. 

' .. 



SUtr1MARY OF Pl.AN FOP. RHINO CAPTIVE BREEDI!'lS, 1983:F.RESENT 

g~~lY 1~§~ Contact made with AmGrican Association of ZO~. Pa~ks 
and Aqu.ariumc:; {AAZPA), which has expro£.ssEd interoest in h-e°lp inS t.o 
co~serve endangerad ~~e~ies by c~ptive brQ&di~9 programmes. 

E.~r:lY 12g~ Onp. Rh i no ro.;:opar·ted ~hoot i fa w.ppeto I<uamut a.y-ea a.rld one 
ldlled in Kretarn aroea. 

89.r:i.l .l2~d Repre~enta.t i ves ofo P.AZPA v:i z i t Sabah artd Perti (15U 1 ar-' 
Malaysia. In Sa.baJ1; .. they visit se'v·aora.~ ar·eas in the field wher-e 

Rhinos still occur. Th~y d1scus~ possibilities of captive 
breeding with the Forsst Department, and repre.entatlves of 
c;;e'"jeY' a 1 other r·~le\ .. ant ot-'gani!!.atic:ms inc·l1:faing Hasi! Bumi, 
R~source Development Mtni5tr~~ Sabah Foundation, Veterinary 
Depat't.ment .a.nd Sabah Natiot1irll Pat'v.s. 
AAZPA indicates that it wishas to 4o~m a captive breeding 
proogra.mme, but that Rhinos should 90 to U.S.A. because (a) 
facilities and expertise are imrnediat~ly available, (b) it is 
be-tter to ~pread the r'isk of e:;:titiction from ,disea?e hl <:i:fffer~rd!:-' 

parts of the world, le' the zoos could only justify the large 
investment required by obtaining at least some benefit (rhinos) 
i.n r·eturn. 
The concensus in 
preve~t extinction, 
Sabah. 

Sabah is th2.t c:apt i \I~ br·eed i ng is ne,eded to 
but that at least som~ should be don~ within 

Ma~ .12§'~ It is dec i ded th a.t the FOI-'est D~p.;.r t.rne·r:t. l-,au.l d p roce-ed 
by submitting to the Sabah gQvernment a proposal with three 
options for saving doomed Rhinos (that i~, Rhinos out~ide of 
pr-ot ected ar-ea.s}. The t hr-ee op t i ens a.r~·a-: \ a) tr-a.ns 1 ocat i or., \ b) 
captive br-eeding within Sabah, {c} captive br-eedins in 
association with AAZPA. 
The proposal indicates that all three options involve budgets 
running to millions of rin99it and many years. Translocation (to 
protec~ed areas) is not recommended because Q~ high risk' of 
failure. It is pointed out that captive brseding within Sabah, 
although preferred, needs a long term commitment to funding and 
this woulrl have to be born~ by government. The third option 
would ensure adequate funding and expertise, but a proportion of 
Phit";os caught {t-,uTnber unspecified at thi~ ~tage) ,£lould havE to 90 
to U.S. 2005 on breeding loan. The U.S. zoos have agreed to 
provide various benefits for Sabah and to return half of any 
Rhinos bred in captivity_ 

'- .• -i . .~. 

l~ng: .!~~]. The proposa~. is submi tted to Ha-sil Bunfi'.:··· 
. :·fo •. 

Q£iQtl~··;'.1~§~ : i Rh i r'10 k ill ad near Tungku, Lahad Datu. 
/.-

Q£iQ~~~"1.2~~ AAZPA \'11'"" i tes to Sabah Ch i ef 1\1 i (I i ster', i Flfororoi rig him 
of the AAZPA prooposal a.nd seel<irlg h.is suppor·t. ..Chief Miorai~ter' 

replies, supporting a joint For.s~ Department/AAZpA effort for 
."." . 
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Rhino conservation. " . ,. 

b:E.ig 1~~~ By th i s stage, the l.Ji 1 d life ar.d Nat i or.al Pa.r·K~ 

Department (Peninsular Malaysia) has indicated that it would not 
be party to the AAZPA proposal be~ause the idea of Rhiryos leaving 
Malaysia is unacceptable. IUCN ~x~resses no offici&i view. 

Ihr-Q!!9hQ!:!.i 12fl~ The U.S. 2005, hopeful of a joint pt-'oject, 
proceed with formulating plans and raising funds. 

l.E:!l!:!.§!!:.Y .12~.1 Of f i cia 1 r"em i nder to Has i 1 Burn i f or' rep 1 y • 

1.~2r:~ 
project .. 

.!..2.§!! Article in Borreeo Bu.lletirl or. pY'oposed Rh i no 
Informat/on appareretly obtair.ed fr'om U. s. A. sour'ces. 

sstl~.. 1 9~~ At 
Segama/Tabin area. 

least two Rhinos reported 
One Rh i no 1< i 11 e~ at .. -SU-ngai 

killed 
Lo~<are • 

i ti 1 o\o'~er 

Eebr:!!2!:::l 1~§~ Of fie i a 1 rem i ndet' to Has i 1 Bum i for t""ep 1 y. 

BQY'il .!.2'§~ Official reminder· to Hasi 1 Burni for- r-eply. 

!!1i!Y .!.2§~ A Rhino is caught unexpectedl)' ire Peninsul.ar .. Ma.~aysia. 
U.S. zoos provide assistance in care. There is renewed interest· 
and the Peninsular ~Ji Id 1 ife DeRar'tmet'it l~ishes to co~men.ce captive 
breeding, but insist that thi~ must be entirely within Malaysia. 

8~9!:!~i .. .!.98~ Hasil Burn! gives approva1'- in pr-inciple 'to the AAZPA" 
proposal, pending inspection of th.~.emorandu~. of understandjng. 

" 

Q£iQQ.!tr.:. !2fl~ A rnaj or meet i rig is held i rl Si ngapoY-e, wher-e all 
parties with an interest in captive breeding of Rhi~os atteQd. 
Peninsular Malaysia decides '0 support the project, although 
insisting that c~ptive facilitf~s be established within Malaysia 
as the first stage. - Sabah' d~mands that at least one breeding 
pai~ be established within the state be+ore any more are loaned 
to U.S. zoos. It is agreed that AAZPA must deal with Peninsular 
Malaysia and Sabah as one unit. It is revealed that a similar 
project is under negotiation between Indonesia and a British 200. 

Over~ll, one international effort will be undertaken to conserve 
the Sumatran Rhino from .extinction, primarily by supporting 
conservation in the wild, and secondly ,by captive breeding, with 
captive facilities in Sabah, Peninsular MalaYSia, Indonesia, 
U.S.A. and Britain. The aim will be to build up a significant 
capt i ve popu 1 at i on Tot'" re- i r.troduct i orl i rlto the \~ i 1 din 
adequately protected ar-eas. The U.S. arid Br·itish 2.005 agr-ee to 
fund most oT the pt .... ogt'''amme, including assistance for' .. cpnservation 
of '"~ i 1 d popu 1. at ions. ~... :-. _; .. ' .":' :,'\-,:i:~:-,! .: ....... ',.'" "~.:i,,:.j;'.·:·;.s:\· !.~~-.. . , 

;, •. ~.,. •• 'r '/. ';' : '04.,; ... : .. , 
... ' . .j . f. 

MQ~~. m~~~i~4¥g4 ... IU?N . :f.orTn~ 1~1)": s.~!lP.ort5 ·the .pr:ogr-.arnrne, thus9i v i ng .'!~ 
~Jor'\d:Wl~e·:t-'~cogr'lt!Ore.: .I , _. . ..' "~ ... 

. \ 

ng£~me~r: !2§~ 12 ~E.tl.l !2§§ ·.~r·.af~.a9r-eemeret 
(i nc lud i ng Sa~a.td and U. S. zqps pr':D~~ced. 

2 



Borneo 
Peninsular Malaysia, 
pr~posed project, and 
Amer i ca.. 
press. 

!naccura.te 

Bulletin contacts sever~i sources in 
none of whom have any knowledge of the 

asks if they approve of export of Rhinos to 
art~cl~s ~ppe~r in Brunei and Peninsular 

BR!:.i.!. 12§§ 
Coincides 

IUCN press release outlining the 
with election period and does not 

pr-oposed 
appea.r 

project. 
i r. Sabah 

newspa.pers. 

M,2~ !2~~ IUCN repr·eserstative comes to Malaysia for' decisior. on 
whether agreement will be signed. West Malaysia agrees. Sabah 
requires further discussion. 

----
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M 0 t!t.i. ih!§ d t--E:±~ Ss!:§.~m~n!. ia t h §: Qn~ !1h.!.£h"' ,hs§ b e§.!l ev Qll e d 
§jn£~ ih~ Q£tOQ~!: ±98~ aiDSsQQ!:§ m§§l.!.ns~ wher:g ~ll e~!.ie§imE!. 
!.Q &i.E.£~§§' !.h~ B h i D9 £~!.!:!r:~ Q r- 0 i .ru;.i.!.. J.8e.sr:!. ft·· om Tal inS!:. ch an qe s~_ 
'in §!.xl~ Q~!' not £Qll~i.l. it h2§ Q§'rul a9t-·~g4._ Y.QQ!l !n!. !'b.~' 
E~nin§~l~!: M~la~aia Hi!&iif~ Efig ~at!gn21 Esrk§ Q~dartment sn& Qy 
in§. !:!.!-~.!.. ~gQ§'.!.. .1!. k!i1.1 be ~dOi"§!:& QL IUCN.s.. ~/-r::.ele~t-It 
inter:ngiiQnS:l Qgg~ a~ngin9 2 g§£i§i9n in §sQsh.!.. 
Qr:is insl1.x.s.. thg y~ ~QQ§ ~§!:§ s§kins ±Qr: s l.s!:s~ nYmber of 
BhinQ§..!- ~in£2 th!!,' Q!:iSlna.1 .9.!:2±!. 112E. pro~u£ed , E.~i!lauliM:: 
Msl~Y§ig ~n& Sab5h h~g r:~&!:!£gQ !.he n!:!me~ g± BhinQ§ to be lQsn~.9. 
lQ ~.!..~~ 6QQ§ ~ng obtai n§.9. mgr:§ Q§.nefii§ in r:etu!:n.!.. 

/ / 

AGREEMENT FOR A COOPERATIVE-PR03ECT 
BETWEEN MALAYSIA AND THE AAZPA SUMATRAN RHINO TRUST 

FOR CONSERVATION OF THE SUMATRAN RHINOCEROS 

--.~ 

- 1. Tt. i s agr-eement is enter-ed into 'on th i s dat.e' by: The 
De~artment of Wildli+e and National Park~ of Peninsula~ Mal.ysia 
(r·e-fer-r·ed to as "West Mala),sia lJ

); the W\ldlife .·'S~cti):)r" 
Fot-'est Dep'artment, $abah, Malaysia (referr'ed to as "S~bah,.Q) ;:. and 
the AAZPA. Suma~ran Rhino Trust (refe~~ed to ~s SRT)~ 

Cbllectively, West Ma.aysia, Sabah and the SRT constitute the 
"Parties" and the "Signalories D to this Agreement. 

2. The purposw'of the Agreeme~t is to establish a conservation 
project betw~en the parties as part of a global ,strategy -for 
conse:y·vat i Ot) of t he'Surnatran .. ·h i nocet .. os l!i£.§.!:.9.r·hi!l!:!§ sumatr-ertS i 5 

(referred to as the "Rhino") being developed under th~ auspices 
of th~ Special Survival Commission (SSC) of the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources 
(IUCN1, in which West Malaysia, Sabah, Indonesia, 'SRT and 
Howletts - Prirt Lympne Foundation will cooperate in the total 
conservation of the rhino. 

3. ~he goal of the strat~9Y is the long-term survival of th~ 
Rhino as a species and as a component 0+ i,ts natural ecosystems. 

4. The strategy is justi+ie~ because: 
. .... ' '.,,-

(A) 

( B) 

.. , ... "., . ~<~:.~/~,~ ·1.'f,.1·~!· '" '. ~.:. : . 

The Rhiino is, a:9~ea.tly ~rtda~ger:-ed>!!1pe~-'!~';.- : .' - ,,' . : ,. __ ,"'1" 
'. -" ~!. . ., •. :/1.. .; '", 

.':". 
'. I. .' " ~ 1 

'rh~.; Rhtnc:? pr:,.esey~t 1)1 l~rvive5 i rl th~ wi Id to a gr-t::~t 
. ext.ent in;"srnal"'l, _iso.l~ted popu1atioras which may t .. ot be.,: 
ge~etit:aVl>, or demographically viable ;for- the· long­
term; 

1-
(-!"o 

1 



(C) 

(D) 

(F) 

The Rhino population is d~creasin9 due ta poaching, 
l099in9, and a combination of factors; 

El iminatioY'1 of this species -wl11 de-pr-ive manl<!...ttd o·f ai'l 
irreplaceable, natural ~esource. 

Th i s a,gr·eemerlt 
supplementing a 

is entered into for the 
conservation program to 

pui-·poses 
pr·event 

of 
thE-

extinction of the Sumatran Rhino and ther&by enrich our 
environment by pre~erving for mankind a species of 
invaluable s scientific, educational and cultural 
sign i f i c:at":cs • 

5. The strat_eg)' ~-J i 11 attempt to ac~d ey.a.-t.-h is goal lhr·ough 
conser-vat i on pr·ogr-a.ms both fot ... : 

(A) the protection of viabl~ populations in sufficiently large 
areas of natural habitat, and 

CB) captive propagation to preserve 'a re~ervoir of 
diversity employing animals with no apparent hope ~n 

contributing to the long-term 5urvi~al- of the species. 

-:genet iC;_-­
Sit~ of 

6._ How~ver, since the expertise and- resci~rces of the SRT are 
largely oriented toward captive prcpa9atio~~~ their ccntri~utions 
must Eoncentrate on this part of the s~rate9Y p~pviding other 
I,imi ted suppopt for- the in ~§.!.1y. conservation efforts. 

-7. Thus) the major objective of this specific 
conser-va,t i on proj ect is to develop a pr-ogr·arn 
propa9a~ion for ~he rhino. 

cooperative 
of -captive 

8. The primary purpose of the ~aptive propagation will be to 
reinforc~ wild populations. 

9. The project will be developed in accordance with the 
guidelin~s established by the IUCN Ad-hoc Meetin9 on Sumatran 
Rhino cohducted in Sin3apore, 2-4 October 1984 and attended by 
representatives of the parties to this A9reement. ("The 
Singapore Proposals"): See Appendix 1. 

10. The project will be developed under the oversight of the 
Sumatran Rhino Foundation ("Foundation") to be established under 
the auspices of the IUCN SSC. The Foundation will operate as an 
irldeper.dent taskF'force under the aegis of the_.-Asian Rhino 
Specialist Group of the IUCN SSC. Irait-ial-ly, th~:,.:f;b-und:~t.i'on w~~l 
cons i st ·0+ the Sumattr'a~l Rta'i to,d CQo,rd,i.n.at;~e:' .~ (- i. C,09,rld:~-t).a'tpt~"":),:.: a.t~(;t :Oti~ 
represerltat i ve ~ac.h -f room We'St Ma.fays>L~, S$bah '-iiti~-' S~T; I nd6nJs i a.. 
(PHPA), t:h&'-iI. How~ett's·-P'o.t:';t_ L>'Tnpn~oundation' fr"orn- tl1e Uniteq, 
Kingdorn, the :.~·tyc~ ~SC "sian Rhino1'S~ecialist~Gr-oup and the IUCN 

. SSC Captive Breed\ng Sl=!ec--iai-_Ist G.r .. oup. The Sumatran Rhino 
.,coord ina~O:4fi 11· be employed by the IUCN under terorns ·of r·efer·enc:e 
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which are av~ilable from IUCN. 

11. \.Jhile the ma.jor- contributions of ti-,e SRT should and must be .... ' 

\oriented to the captiMe ·propagation components of the 
conservation strategy for the Rhino, the cooperative nature of 
the pr- (:) j e c t \o~ ill be fur the t... d em Cl r: s t r' a t eo d by f i t"I a. t) c: i a l_~-" f eo c h rli ca 1 
support fr'om the SRT to "Jest Malaysia and Sabah for- in §il~ 

conservation efforts. 

This financial ~ te~hnical support will include: 

• 

(Al Assistance from the SRT to increase prot~ction of viable 
natural populations and sanctuaries. Priority in this 
regar'd "', \old 1,1 be accor·ded to the Tab in (S i 1 abul<afl) 
Wi ldl ifet' Rieser·ve in ·Sabah. Ar. impor·tant par·t of this 
assistance may be field r~$~arch conducted 
col1abor'atively b.y Malaysiarl and._SR-T inve~ti9ator-s. 

(B) Surveys to determine which Rhinos are suitable for 
capt.ure. 

(C) Assistance for 'an innov~tive "Gene pool" project ,in 
West Malaysia that in concept ~il1combir,e.;: ele~~...r~ts 

both of in ail~ conservation and captive propagation 

(D) Training for Ma 1 ays i arl wildlife personrlel po·th fr'om 
Sabah and West Malaysia. 

(E) Tr-arlsfer of captive arid. tr·a.nspo.-.t techraol09Y-
;/ 

" 

... 
." Io"of "'.' -::f :-. .... ,.-

.. - '.' ;j~-: : ........ ;.. ~ ~ ... : ,~..: .: ~h. 

:'*,~} . 

• 
. ~ 

3 



1. Captive pr-opagatiof"1 pr-_ogy-arns ~'Jill be 
Malaysia, Sabah and North America. 

, . 
-",; 

develope~ in West 

2. Field operations to col1~ct appropriate~hinos will be 
simultaneously initiated in West Malaysia and Sabah. An SRT 
Representative (at this writing Tony Parkinson) will coordinate 
and facilitate these efforts as the Field Supervisor. The field 
operations will commence within 30 days of signature of this 
Ag~eement b~ all parties. 

3. A Management Committee ("Committee") w411 be formed 
cot-.sisting of sever, member-Sa These , .. ould include the Dir-ectot-­
General of the Department of National Park~ ~~d Wildlife of 
Peninsular Malaysia as Chait ..... man; the Dir-e~_!:-Qr-- of Resear-ch and 
M,anagement for- the Depar-tmerlt of National Parks and Wildlife of 
Peninsulat... Malaysia; the Assistant Chief Game Wardet) of Sabah; 
three repre_5ent.a.tives fr-om the SRT,ol'',te of which will be the 
Fie ld Supet'''vi sor and at)other- of wh ic:h }~d 11 be the Spec: i es 
Coordinator for the SRT; the IUCN Sumatran ·Rhino Coordinato~. 

Committee deciSions will be made by concensus~ 

The primary function of th~ ~ommittee will be to supervise 
aT.l~ f.a,ci 1 itate implementation of the projec.,{ as ~pecified by: the 
A9.!'eeTnent. . But the Commi t tee may al50 r.eed to i ntet"'pt--et terms of 
this Agreement from time to time as they are- implemented. : 

4. Becaus~~ of the long ~istance~ and the local necessities of 
~he project the Field Supervisor- would represent the SRT on all 
day-~o-day operationai matters such as the coordination and 
super~ision of the capture teams, the construction of the holding 
pens, the 't.r·a.nspor-tio!"1 and ma.nag:~rnent of the ardmals aftet-· 
capture and.the basic logistics sup~prting the operations both in 
Sabah and West Malaysia. 

5. It any problem develops that cannot be resolved by the Field 
Supervisor as the Trust representative, and th~ local 
authorities, the ltla.na.gemerlt Committee would be consulted by 
telephone' or some other form of rapid communication. If the 
problem will could not be properly resolved, a physical meeting 
in a mutually acceptable location can be con~ened by the 
Chairman, the Field Supervisor, or a majo~ity of the other 
members of the Committee. This meeting would be for the purpose 
of dealing with any major matters not convered in this agreement 
as well as the. management of the field operations in which there 
was a major ~isa9reement. 

, ~ •• ~. --:o:..;!. :.. ~ '.. .• 

6. FUt"lds from the :SRT for:·the pr-oject,-wou,l'd' b~;' g·ir-et:tedt.hr-ougQ ' 
the Management Cbmmi~tee~ whois'res~ciri~ible to the T~ust and' wh~ ~~. 
must .. pr-eserlt tt.~ documentati~n of COlts and a f.i_ilancial 'statement 
on 'a q~arterly or mare frequent bas~, as specified by the SRT. 
At tt. i.~ pol a:-t,. . the fur.ds .-11 11 lB, .. ·,e del i vered to a sPf;c i al account 
of the Management Committee.,. ~~ch shall act as paymaster ir. 
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?'cc:o~"dar!c.e \,Ii th a buo'3et adapted by the J'!1a.rh::~Jgerile(lt Cormni ttee • 
Payments shall be made by cheque -Or purchase order signed by :any 
two membe~s of the committ6&. / 

.: 

7. A fjeld ca.pt..ur·e tea.m l'ii 11 be ·suPpo{·tEd b/, the 'SRT ti? oper'ate 
si.r~u] tar-,e-ously it"! West Nalaysia ,.at\d Sabah. The _--COt-.tt'actual 
obligation will cove~ a 3-year period from the date of signature 
of the Agreement by all parties. At the end of this 3-year 
period~ signatories to the Agreement will ~eview the project and 
decide whether it is to be continued, modified or discontinued. 

8. The number and identity of animals to bE captur~d in West 
Malaysia will be determined by' the Dir~ctor General of Wildlife 
arid National Par-1<s in accor-dar.ce with thE' cr·iter·la del iraeated by 
the Foundation " M~ster-plan \ and subject to the review and 
ratification of the IUCN Sumatran Rhino F~undation. 

At this time, all animals captured in West Malaysia will remain 
in the country of origin. The captive p~opa9ation program in 
West Mal~ysia will be located at ~be Melak& Zoo. Funds fo~ 
adequate facilities to accomodate any and all rhinos placed in 
Melaka sh~ll be the respo~si~~lity ,~f West Malaysia. 

.:;/ 

Additionally, rhinos may be moved to a "gene pool" ~1te ~o be 
deter-mined by the Directot-· Ge,ner-al. Actual dist.r·ib\:1tion - of 
rhinos captured in West Malaysia between the Melaka Zo~, site 0* 

,_ c;apti~e propagation in West Malaysia, or' the gene popl pr-oject 
will be the·decision of the Director General and ~ill ~ependupon 
th~ number ~f rhino captured during the 3-year -period by t~e ~~st 
Mal ays ian __ ...c.aptur·e te~m • .( 

~. In Sabah, ~hinos will also be selected as candidates for 
capture according to criteria of the Foundation Masterplan. 
Preliminary analysiS has indicat~dthat all animals outside T~bin 
(Sflabukan) Wildlife Reserve ahd its contiguous environs and 
outside Danum Valley identified in the repo~t "The Plight of the 
Sumatran Rhino in Sab~h" by P.M. Andau and 3.Payne satisfy these 
criteria and are candidates for immediate attempts at capture. 
Other 9roups or populations of Rhino that might be discovered in 
Sabah in the course of the Project will be evaluated on a case­
by-case basis according to the Foundation Masterplan criteria. 

The objective in Sabah shall be to capture 5 potentially 
reproducing pairs to be placed in separate captive facilites. 
One of the$e. facilities shall be located in Sabeh probably at' 
Sepilok and shall be constructed and developed with the technical 
assist ance of the SRT with funds provided by the SRT. The other 
four captive facilities to receive rhino from Sab~h wil~ be in 
Nor·th Ame ... ·iea. arid ,·d 11 be located at ·the :fo~,f: .... i':;stil'~tions ... that 
constitute the :prlm.ar·y .. ,m'etn~be~:s- o~: -;tf-\e 3RT'- .~(<:l'rrc:i.tHiat.i, t;b~·. 
Arlge 1 es, Ne\~ York, and s.iJ.r~ Pi ego Zoqs). . , - ,~, 1-, 
The intent o~. tOtds a~r-eement 'lS t.o assur'e th'at eac'h of f·ive 
facilities obtains one pair of animals, suitabl~'matched by age 
and sex so as .to encourage :',the developmenf of productive 

". 
O;.;!h " 
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propagation ·efforts. The first such pair will b~ placed at t~e 
facility in Sabah. No fewer tha« four such pairs ~ili be 
~xported to SRT facilities in North America for propagation. In 
the', event of a mer-tal it)' OY" appar.-~flt irifer-tility r-hinos will be 
replaced if an when they become available. 

The Rhino facility tc be developed in Sabah will be used as an 
accltmitization station to select such suitable pairs for 
propa9ation. The Field Supervisor will determine the suitability 
of rhinos foY' the pr-opaga.tiorl pr·ogt--ams it". Sabah and in NOt--th 

America. Disposition of animals considered unsuitable for 
relocation to Nor-th America fer for permanent maintenance in 
Sabah will be responsibility of the Management Committee in 
consultation with the Foundation. 

Derivation of all Rhino destined for North Ame~i~a 
wi 11 fac'i 1 i tate campI iat)ce \·d th the §ti .. ngapor·e 
r~commendation for management of subspecies as 
pcpulations in captivity for the near future. 

fr'om Sabah 

Pr'oposals 
sepaY-a.te 

1-0. By sigrting this Agr'eement, it is understood that the 
re~~vant government agencies agree ~o provide.as quickly as 
possible to.the Sumatran Rhino Tr-ust all docuTllents needed -__ for the_" 

r ·7 

legal exportation of these Rhirlo ft--om Malays"ia and' their 
impo~tation into the United states· immediately up~n their .. 
c~ptur-e.· 

11. The'SRT \<od11 support through technical·-advice and fi\nar.cial , 
help capture teams in both l~est t't1alaysia _arid Sabah ... , This s,=,,"pport 
shall not eX~l;eed US$250, 00.0 in the f i r-st year- of the pr-oj ~c t and 
~ill not exc~ed budgets ~9reed to ~ach year the~~a~ter by ~Qte of 
the .SRT (which shall depend upon the progr.ss rif the project a.s 
well 'as financial capability) on a date no later than 1 Dctober 
in each ~alender year. 

The -SRT wfll also pr-ovide- technica.l and finat .. cial aid to the 
Sabah and Mela\<a captive pr·opagation programs, to the "gene pool!' 
proj eet" and to In §ilg conservat ion effor-ts on a tase-by-case 
basis to be approved by the SRT from time to time and in each 
year's budget and not to exceed US$100,OOO during the first year 
and US$75iOOO in each of the second and third years. 

Further specifics on the amount of financial support will be 
determined mutually by the parties, project by project, based on 
the Foundation Masterplan. 

Presently agreed upon items would be: 

(A) Support -for the 2 captur-e teams.;-f in~t)~~~_aJ 1 ~ ~"ah~." ·t~~~n.n i'call y. 
': : ~ " :. " . . .:. .. :~i~::::{ .!- "'~:,~.: ~-:/( -.~ ". -,;. 

tal In Sabah, due.t~ limite~ staff~cur~ently ~vailableJ the SRT 
wi 11 .. pay salaries.,~·nd f-teld·.allO\4Janps of all pet .... sot'.r.el requir-ed 
as deter~Tnined b)'tha;' Field Supervisef-'- ". . ~ ~. 

t" 

(b) 'In West Malaysia, the ~rganization and payment of the 
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r:::aptut-·e 'team ,,·.111 be the f"esponsibi 1 i ty o'f 'J~ha Depat ... t'inerat of 
National Parks and Wildlife with·th~ e~ceptio~ that the SRT will 
pay field allowances for staff not to exceed the amount of ~hip 
purpose expended by the SRJ in Sabah. 

(B) $pec!fic items for West Malay~ia: 

(C l 

(a' G~ne pool project - US$70,OOO - to be used to const~uct 
staff and research buildings. 

(b) 1 Land Rover fo~ West Malaysia to be utilized for gene 
pool project - US$15,OOO.OO. 

(cl Radio ',cpmmunication system - US$lO,OPO-$15,OOO 

(d) Salary and allowances 'for one ranger - US$7500.00 

Specific items for Sabah: 

ta) Constr·uct.io·n of per·mar,et-.t. ,~nd 
holding facilities,probably at 
Sep i 101< 

(b) Two vehicles, 1 plckup truck, 
1 station wagon \ 

(c) Rad i 0 Commun I cat i or. systern 

td) ~(2/year)schqlarships ~or the 
Sabahan st'aff to attend y·elevar.t 
courses in Indonesia, India or 
elsewhere~ These scholarships 
would be available a~ a rate of 
two-year with a maximUm allowance 
of $10,000/sc~olarship or a total 
fund of $20,OOO/year 

(e)' Possible program of field studies, 
especially concentrating in and 
around the Tabin Reserve preferably 
by local scientists. 

The a.mount allocated wi 11 be par·tially 
in the form of expertise, equipment etc. 

30,000.00 

,,-;. _.--' 

,45;000.00 

15,0,00.00 

60,000.00 

50,000.00 

(f) Funding and facilities for Sab~h 
personnel to undergo training in 
u. s. Zoos. ,:':·i.,'e.Rpr·Q.x·~:.''''i3·O~ O'O<f 00-
(see ~ection 14, belo\",)' ;,'- -"'~" '. '~;.,:>\~':;:",,~;." .:,:!;.':":. 'I': ,. -.' .:- .. ' 

, ", • 0;.' '. • .;,;' 

veteri.~,ar· itan a"~d qua.l i./ i e\ l<eepers, . 
a.s n~d~d, !to assist w(th runrHng 

,of captive faeility (see section 
14, below) approx. 

~, 7 

70,000.00 

, ~ 

n . ' 
J- '---.-, -,- ''''_e-.,~ .. --, ~ ~ -- --.. ''''' ....... ,,-, 

. , . 
.. : .... -~---. '-*J' • - - ~ ., . 
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Expenses for ~n §lly conse~vat­
ion measures in Sabah (including 
captive facility and protection 
of wild populations. See section 
11, above: West Malaysia a9r~es to 
80% of the 

TOTAL 

, . 
" ; 

200,000.00 

.,' 

US$ 600,000.00 

12~ The Field Supervisor will divide his time equally betw~en 

operations irr ~Jest Ma.laYsia and Sabah. The of+icial headquat-·ter-·s 
and residence for the Field Supervisor will be established in 
\.Jest Mala:ysia, but a collateral ba.se will_Q..eesta.blished in 
Sabah. The Field Supervisor will develop the s~hedule for 
distribution of his activities in consultation with the 
Management C6mmittee and in relation to the evolving situation in 
the field. 

1.3. The prJmar), assign!;1ent cf the Field Supervisor' wi 11 ~~ the _­
Rhino project. However, he will also be available ·to advi~e an~ 
assist on other pr·ojects in '.-Jest Malaysia (e.g. sel.andar.g) ai"'.d­
S_~~ah (e.g. proboscis moral<ey) as t:.ime pet"'mits so IOY'.9 as irl the 
opinirin of the Field Superviser and the Management Cofumittee 
these acti~ities do not detract from the/~primary assignment. 
Siroi la1"ly, th~ Field Super·vi 5£0"- may 'be avai labte on la ver·y 
1 imited bas,i_~, t)ot to exc;eed 2 \~ee~~ p'er year· to 'advise or, the 
6apture operations for the Rhino proposed in Indpn.sia as part of 
the I-UCN SSC masterplan. 

14. T~chnical assistance provided by the AAZPA SRT pursuant to 
the above paragraphs may include qualified animal keepers and 
veter-inarians, clJ.r"atorial _ guidanc.e' and support, and ,a.pprentice 
training" in West Malaysia a.nd Sabah and at appropt-'iate AAZPA zoos 
for· q,-,:al ified Malaysiar: cur·ators, keeper·s' and veter·irlar·ians. 
Such technical assistance during the first ),ear of the project 
will include: 

(A) Qualified keepers and veterinarians on an as-needed basis 
to be determined by the Field Supervisor at th~ captive facility 
to be developed at Sepilok and Melaka. 

(B) Veterinary support for the actual capture operations, on a 
short notice and as-needed basiS to be dete~mined by the Field 
Super-v i 501"' • 

( "') ;' ... ~ :~~t'<~ ~ '~ ' .. , '. ~ .. -,.'_ : .. : '\:~~ .:' ~:,:. .",:, 
(Cl Curatorial S~ppOt-·t qn'- ;,a senl'i-con'tinu~u~ b"asi's' io'r' "t"he 
capt i ve fac i 1 i t)1 at ~~p i.~ 01< • and. '·'~a:i rn1l ar:. operal ions sU,ch as Me l.c;k"a 
in West Malaysi~. Support' to' be pr·o~d~d by alter"rlating 'arn:Qng the 
institutions of th& SRt on at leaKt a 4-6, ",eek basis possibly 
with some time lapse in between the ~ours of duty • 

• 

• a 



, 
' .. 

(D) Tr'aining in both tr1alaysia and a.t appr·opr·i.,~te AAZPA ;hos for· 
Malaysian curators, keepers, and veterinaria~s to be ne~otiated 
or. a mutually agr·eed uporl level. Int~rnships at SRT faci 1 i'tie~s 

". for a per'lad 01' eight '<leek,? each \<Jould be avai lable it·. the f it"st> 

year to two sele~ted st~ff members from Sepilck ahd two selected 
sstaff member's fr-om Melaka or' cd:.her· appr·opt"'iate, f~t;.ilities in 
West Ma.laysi?. 

(El Through these ~arious mechanisms, there will also 
spe~if\cal\y be an attempt to provide information and instruction 
in various reproductive and other technologies applicable to the 
cot1set"'vat i Dt·l stra.tegy for' t .... e Rh i no arid pr·ogr·ams for' other 
wildlife. In particular, theSRT will demonstrate technology in 
endoct"-inologic:a.l at"Jalysis of ur·ine arid blood'l embr-yo tr-ansfer' 
and at··titicial insemilHltion,. andvar'ious genetic analyses (e.g. 
karyotypic and electrophoreiic), capture' and transpsort methods 
for- t he Rh i rrQ ar:d othe." 1 arge marnrnal s. 

Technical assistance in ~ubsequent years will be proviqed upon 
fa.vor-able review of '"the Surnatrar~ Rhjno P~oject by West Malaysia., 
5a.bah, the SRT, and the F-oundat. ion. 

15. Tbe SRT wi 11 . also provide USS25 , 000. to IUCN tow~.rd sUP..BPt .. t 
of the corctrac:t for the. Sumatran Rh i t",oCooY'd i na.tot·· dur· i 1"19· each 
year of the project. 

16. The SRT will collaborate as appropriate with We~t Malaysia 
and S~bah in ~ttempts to attracf outsid~. funds from corporatitins, 
foundations, organizations, and phllanthr-opi:;ts to suppopt" the 
c:onservat:.i0n str'ategy t·or the Rhirlo.· 

17. All animals pl.aced in captivity ir. West t·1alaysia, Sabah, and 
North America: \Odll be Tilanaged cooper·atively as par·t q,i a. "wot"'ld 
populatiot"l tI u.nder· coo'-'dination ·:.o.f the Sumatr·an Rhirlo Foundati.on. 

\ 

18. Al i rhinos capture.d in the 'Pr-oj ect shall t"'ernain the pr'oper"ty 
of the Malaysian. government in pe~p~tuity subject t6 the 
co"di~ions of this Agreement. All animals. transported to . North 
ATfler·ic:a for· captive propagation shall be deSignated to the 

Sumatran Rhino Trust or its successor organizations on breedin9 
loan. 

19. Progeny produced in North America will also be on ~reeding 

loan to the SRT or its successor organizations until the North 
American population attains demographic stability and 'a 
genetically effective size of 25 Rhinos. Thereafter, offspring 
frqm the north American population must and will be available for 
t"estocl< i n9 adequate and pr-otecetd t"-es~rves i n Ma.l~y~.i a as the 
local managemerlt authorities advis~~':nl~'~ "a,ccd-';dah(te ~\'l4Ji:t.·~ _ ,the 
Foundation Mast~rplan .~!':': .... • ~"':;"r '-·5. .f •. f"'~ .;,' .. , .... ,' 

. ~.:: :--' . -.. 
, : ,. I'" ". : .~.. .- ~ .'. • :. : 

The number' of t-'hiraos pot:e.titia:llyj':t:o be y·etur·ned ~o Mala~ysia' under 
these circumstances will~a~ a.~lnimum equal the number originally 
moved from Malaysia to Nor·th America. .Beyorad this number', 
repatriation of Rhino wi 11 ccnti:nu's.· as deemed r.ecessar-y by the 
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lQcal ·mat"lage,ment authot'ities and the Foudatiot"l Mas.ter·plan at. a. 
rate that doe's not detr·a.ct fr-om the se 1 f --sLista in i n~f status of 'the 
North .Americanpopulation. 

Germplasm~ which may be a mtire appropriate mechanism ~han actual 
animals in many case for transler 6f' genetic mate~iaJ.~ from 
captive to wild populations, can and will be returned to-~alaysia 
immediately as the technology can be applied and the local 
management authorities and the Foundation Masterplan so 
recommend. 

The SRT will provide technical and financial assistance for 
reintroduction of captive-born Rhinos into Malaysia. 

, 
20. This AgreemerEt .can be amended only by mutual' at)d unamimous 
agreement ~f the signatories. 

---:---
21. It is understood that the signature~ of the representatives 
of West Malay~ia and Sabah to this Agreement obli9ates ~heir 

Wildlife Departments to -the terms of th~ Agreement. Likewise, 
the signature of the Species Coordinator of-the SRT obligates the 
SRT to the terms 6~_ the A~(eem~ri~. 

22. Parties to this Agreement apprec:ate tha!t. the finarH;.i:;~1 and 
technical support of the AAZPA Surnatt"'an Rhino Tr-ust,is, p .... ovided 
i.Y!. t,hie hope of secut'" i ng the long-tet'm su .... ·v i val of the . Sumatrat) 
Rh..i nec'eros· a.s .a species arid as a compot,ent of its ,"natural 
ecosystems" The AAZPA ·Surnatrat1 Rh i no Tr-us,t.- seel<s to cor,.tt ... ibute 
to . ttl'e logn-terrn su .... vival of biological div~""Sit.)' __ tht-'ough the 
captive proQ.Dgation of species that might othet ... \&,fse be I,est Ot' 

~ogreat I>, r'educed in' nu~ber's as to be high 1:>, vu 1 ner-ab) e to 
exti~ction. The exp~rtise and support of the Trust is and must 
be ~lr.cted pr~~arily toward fulfilment 6~ this goal through 
preserv~tion ·by-~aptive propogatibn. In fulfilling these goals, 
the_ ERT seeks' to .·assist the West Malaysian Department of 
Wilfdlife and National Parks and the Wildlife Section of the 
Sabah Per-est Depar-tmerst in its OWi"1 at ternpts to Py·cpogate the 
Sumatran rhino and to'provide such limited support as SRT 
resources permit to related efforts, as part of the conservation 
strategy for the rhino, to preserve wild pbpulations where these 
are ajudged -viable using modern criteria of biological 
conservation. The SRT applauds and does not seek to reduce, 
replace or supplant the efforts of the Malaysian government to 
protect its netional wildlife in a state of nature. 

I 
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198~-83. Survey 

, " "J, 

Result: Tatiin pop~lation large en~ugh to 
for 'Rh i nos 

.; 
be "Jorth effor·ts to sa·vEt i-n~. w i l d:, state, 

throughout Sabah. Danum population uncertain. R~j~os 

:'------------------------~ e15e~~her·e most ly doomed to Etxt-inc:tion, 
no contribution to survival of the 
species. 

IE){tinctionl 

Problem: what should be done with doomed 
Rhinos? 

,.--
Captur'e for· 
-2apt i ve 
breeding 

~ 
------~",. 

\ 
Pr-oject 

,-

fut"lded and 
Tl)arlaged "­
ant it-·e 1 y 
withirl 
Sabah 

PI"Oject part 
of an inter­
nat'ional 

\ progr.amme t~:l 
save this, 
species 

__ '--.,;' ';;"------~----___a _--.a----.... .. ~~--"'"""""!"'_ --r 

Unlikel~: ~hino5 _ 
s~ay ~here p~t ~ 

,me'Y'ge \.J i tt. the/' 
eX~5tin9 popu~ati~n 

;' 

Poaching, 
a's in 

previQ.!-ls 
area 

Likely: Rhinos 
~..,ander· out of 

trarrslobation 
a.r·ea. 

Limited or· 
breeding 

no 

Rhirlos die, 
i rlvestment 
wasted 

1 

No gua~antee 
ef long-term 
funding and 
expert,i~e 

(a) 

Pt'Oj ect sta. ..... ts, 
late ..... fai 15 
if fut-.ding 

i nadequat,e 

Pr~ogr·arnme i nvo 1 ves: 
the three areas where this 

Rhino survives - Sabah, 
Peninsular Mala.ysia and 
Sumatra (Indonesia). 

(b) foreign zoos with suitable 
2xperience and ~xpertise. 

(c) I.U.C.N. - the inter·r-Iation 
-al body for conservation 
ma.;ters. 

t " " 

---' 

I' 
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Forei9n (U.S.A.> zoos offer fG\provide 
most fund i tig and exp?t:·t i se requ i\r-ed i ti 

r" eturn f,or- some Rh i no's caugh t be i FIg 
loaned to U.S. zoos for breeding as I 

part of a "world captive" population. 
-;;rust if i c~t iori: 
{a) Most sophisticated technigu.-es 
avai 1 ab 1 e fOI-' capt ~ye bl'"·eetlr;~19 i ra 
U.s. zoos. 

(b) Endangered species safer if "split" 
to 9uard against di~ease, etc. 

(cl U.S. zoos need some Rhinos to 
justify their massive investment. 

J~lan reviewed by Fo~~st Dep~rtment '\. ' J 

. , Rej ected 

+, 
Rhinos continue to be 
killed at a rate of 2 

. -4 per 1ear. Extinction 
normally occurs when 
total population size 
less than about 25 
l"n-dividuals. Sabah 
population reaches this 

'stpge before 1990. 
Extinc:tion. 

. , 

··1 
---lYAccepted I 

i' 
- App rov a 1 by cab i net 

1. Agreement signed ~ 

2. captul"e oper'a,t:?ions ,.---' 
star-t in Kr·etam I 
Tenegat".g ar-ea. -. 

3. Construc.t {on ocf-. 
~facility for ~reed~ng 

i rJ Sabah. r 

,"4.- Guard for'ce for~ Tabin'/ 
Wildlife Reser~e. L-______________________________ ~ 
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Memo to 

Pemelihara Hueii 

~;ia. Peme11hara Hutan I 

.----:~ 

The offie1al,~epresentative of IUCN' (Internationtl 
hioh forconah~~rvatioD of Nature) for Asian' 

, . ".'- ~ 

~hi.lI~s and captive breeding i8.··arriving~D 

s.p48k.an tomorrow, 7 May 19'$5. specl£icaily .. ;" 
I . /1 

_ •. wt~. to come' ·to a final 8gr~$ment·· "(~r, .... 

cWi •• i1.aUonl of the proposed q.~UJ;,e of,~h1J1(ui· 
. '-,'··S'~ah. We~4: Malaysia and .Ind~~.o.:ia .• · Be t4~11 
be arriVing from indonesia and' has alr.eady.'b8eD 
to.·~·eatnsular Malaysia:. this "1s tbe. la:~tpha.~.of 
.h4s. visit •. , 

'l'1\e. ~~~~. Chief Game Warden is on siCk" 'l'eave ·-now 
aehas a$)ted JI,f;l to infant you Of . th1~ f:i.t, •• 
Fi. w~e8 1:0 ,lff'ange for' a m$,6:ti~9, illvolVii\, 
any SetttQ~ of.eel's who may· wtell.to cO.nt~:ib~te 

'. " '1:' , . •• .~ . '. 

cOlamen~s " pref:er,abl.y on 8 ~aY., w:t. la~ 1f 

_is t.' .thCOml~ilient. 
The. ... p~._e will be prj.marily to .d~~id~ to 

support or: ~~_t .the idea·df· coop~l:ative 

int~.~oJl~~.~f~_dtng Qf·doo~~d .alayf;li~1 
Indonesian rh1ttQ~. 

I 
.... - -., , 
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Recogni~~g~- th~t' the:-s~t~~ rhino is ~ne'of"'the -most\, .-.~.---.­
\ 

endangere~ mammal species in the world and is facing serious 

. 
threats of habitat loss, ~aching and other mortality factors!-

1 The Surnatran .Rhino 'i'rust{ of ~.~, MlPA )togeth~c wl th the 

The Department of Wildlife· and NatIonal Park Peninsula Malaysia and 

the Sabah WildlifeDepar~n t agree to work together on a project· 

aimed at provi~ing this· species with ·the maximum chances of . .s·c.(rlltIJGl.I 
/ 

.. -_.---_.,-
2. The SRT and ~A recognise that as part of their commitment 

./ 

to conservatiCJl.l 'of the' species, SRT ~~~ AA2P~' will und~t-~ake to. ""fUnd !~ 
. , 

cqnservat~~nacti~iti 'beyJtl·.th~ir ·:ri;9rmai~-emphaSis of aqW:ing anint~s~' 
. . .... '. -.' ,I:. . Ii.. ... 

.... .- .' . ~-.: ..... ,..' ~,',' '_\_~--, -, ~~ .. /~ ... ," 
.. .~-'''' ~_. .. . . .: ~.::~:.:1 . __ 

I 

• _ • c. . " _:. • '. '.; - _ .' " - . ' • ~ , • ~ / • - -: • i _~ '. ~_ ' "I' 

. 3 . . 1;he WilQllf;~' ·.~P.~ts Of Pei\l~s~a Malaysl~.}~n4.:·Sap~ "rec~se, 
/ 1 , f •• _;'. ,.. • • • - .', • '.-:'!': .. ,~:;-~,._~. .'~~. ".' -:"' . 

.... ~~ . tha't 'the technical~d~·a.rtc;~ ·fac.1.liUes··e~.$tlng 'in North. :~rlc'a"~il ~. 
...... . _. . ,.'. ' ';~ '~(.f';"'b.~ . '",.' .": ... .' .~" '.::.-' , .. ,.-

t 

, r 

provld~.- for a more rap~d :i;·ncrease-~f a""c;apt {·..re breeding' gr~p ~ctl 
.: .-- - 'I ..' '.' ~. ~ .' .- M~t. ; '.\~.;: - '>,' I 

potentially could. 'be· tap.~ ~for re-ih.troductionsJ.,.into .. -~~ir:.·:pat~al -l 

.. ~', 

habitats·at"a more suitable time·. in"the future. 
. ~ 

-.\ 
. ... 

." ~: I 

: However it l~-.~o1;ecl. that. the enQ..re. prQ.9t;anun~,~il1 k~ ~ged 

as a single 'conserVation' effort f~~ -'tb~"~~i~s . and {~'. ~e~~~i ~ll be 

aligned so that ,the ~peCies stands t09~.in~ themazin,tum advantage. 

'. 

r: . 
l' . . ; .. 

'. 



AaRBB~BNT F9R A COQPBRATIVB PROJECT 
BBTWBBN MALAYS~A ~ND.·THB AAZP~ SUMATRA~ RBIN~ TJlUST 

FOR CONSKRVA.TION OF THE SUM~1'RAN RHINOCEROS: " 
: ,,,,. 

1. This agreement is entered iQto on this dafe b~: The 
Department rif Wildlife and N~tional Perks of Peninsular Malaysia 
(referred to as .. West Ma'laysia"); the Wildlif.e . Section, 

.Department of ForestfYJ Sab~b, ~alaysia (referred to as "Sabeh"); 
and the AAZPA Sumatren 'Rhino Trust (referred to ~8 SRT).· 
Collectively, West Malysia, Sabab ·and· the SRT. cODstit;ute the 
"Parties" and the "SigDato~i"es" tq tllls ·Agreement., 

->,: . '. CO" $U'vuC:on 
2. The purpose of th~ Agr~ement i$t9 establish a .. ee~~~~8~iv~ 
project bet~een, the."paJ":tt~a: ,~$.pa:r~··.~·o'f, a global'. strat'~gy . for 
COQse-rva.tioD of. the,·Su.matia::~.r4i'Doc~;ro~~:,Dic.er.()rbinu8:. sum:atrens.is.' 
(reJerred Jo as tJle::. ?:~Jt .. ~~.Q,'''') .... 'bt!,i.Jlg:~e.Yeio:ped··ull~~·t,"\t~;p.lp~"'·:>'qt .. 

. th·~ Specie.s Survi val .. Co~~-i.p.~:.~:on. '(S8.0):, 0,:1,< th~' IDterriat:~:PJla~~· .. /-IJ~~_~ . 
for ~he Con'$erY,;ltio.n.· ()f:. N.a.tu~ean:d. t{~t·ural· ResouI;'c.~s.:(l;UC.M),i"'~~.kr~~! 
~\!1'~~~+~~~\-"~ 'to":~\Ifi;~r~'t4. ,~.:~~,~~\b - '~-~/ ~""I"'~ ,.~~,t-(~:,~i+~l~~~~:~;~·:::<:'i., 
~.~ _ :The g..oal·· of ·tle::~<~.;t:ra,t.e.gy,:.l~.::~tlt,e:'i:~~-qpg7",~e'r~·.~'WfV:;V~J:'··of ye ~.f:ie ' 
Rhino as a~:pe~:fes. anq .~JI: a· c~mpon'e~t" of>!..tB Datura';l·eqo·~yste~s·.~ 

.,.:. • ",' ~ ":,,~ .:.:,-;; •• ;:', • '.;, -;.: < " , • :'" ~ , ~. • • /."' 

4. -The $ tratflgy. if;l' 'j-~~t,i.~j.:.e.d:· b~cQ:'~se: ".: ".' 

( A ) . The ;~~ll 0' is,;;~~;/;;,~~~~lY;~~:;i~:!:f;t ~,~~~e~ i, ~>r-l. .' ... 
(B) The Rh·ino,pres.~.riJJ'.y~ _\1rviv .. ~·s in· .. t,he wi14 to a 'great 'e~~eilt 

. !: net:::tt;. '. '~~;:~:;~i;;~:P~~~:~~fl;r·~.;~'i:hi{:t",t~~:l,g,,:~!e.r~ ~ e 
,(G) TA8Aat'lr.eJ.·· hah i"ta:~ .. "e:#., tl.t~(;;ijlsi:~,~.: ~ia .~api.·Ell·¥:·d.~."r·4Za."iRg due 

(D) T::;::~:~::·:{i~1~n~~\~,:r::~r~r~~E:it~,~;tei~i,~Qggin; I 
and a combinat'ion .'·of· .ttlcto:r·s;' He.i':.j)·~tc t.~ a.ita;·. . 

. .~ ... , - - : -.-.; ,'::-~~'.''''$.''''~~.'' .... !.;. ••• ,.. '-.' 

(E) Elimination of. thi·s.species·wi.l1 d.eprivemanl(indof an 
irrepla~e~~le. n~turalre~o~rcie. 

. . 
(F) This agreement ~rV'a. .. entereq,.e"inlo fore tth~ .. p.p~Pfses of 

S"-f.plement in'ga r(Y>\o:g.r·at' to:·~;:;,:.~~f; .. ~.t, t·h~ rs~~'A<tr'G.;l-lllilno ~. 
Qxtinctio~ and thereby erir~ch OU~ efiviron~ent by 
preserving ,·for mankind. a sp·e·ci·es· of" .inval",~able. _~ ... 
scientific. leducational and cultur·~l:'~sigDifica.Dce., .' , 

5. The str~.tegy will -at·teJ;DPt~?l;o .achi·eve.. '. this'goal through 
programs both 'for: 

" 
'-.':;'."-
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CA) the pro~tectfo·n .of v iab le popu-iat ions in su'tficien.tly " large 
areas of' naturalhabi.ta.t, and ~ ..... 

(S) captive propagation t~ pre8~rve a reservoirt ~£ genetic 
di versi ty' employing animals wi th no: apparent h~ope -'in /""81 tu. -.of 
Gontribut ing to th.e long--term survi vat· of the. ~pe~.i~~·s ;;\ " . . . : 

.' 

6. However. sin~e th~ ekpertise and resourc~s of~th~ SRT are 
11;lrge1y oriented .t~ward captiv~ propagation, the'ir .coJltributioDs 
must concentrate. on this part of the strategy pro~idirig other 
1im~i t·ed supp~r't for the i.n situ conservation e.ff'o~~s. . 

• > • 

7 ~ Thus. the ma,Jo,r obj ect.i ve . of this . spec'[ific c,ooperat i ve c.o"Sc~ 
project is to de;vei~p /a pr-ogram of c~ptive pr6P·~g~.tioD ... :. :·.{.or . the .. 
rhino. 

4. ", :.:_ 

-. ----~. ; 

8. The primary purpose of the captive ~rop~gat~~n will be' to 
reinforce ~i~d po~ulations. 

9. . Th'e :.pr'o'je:c;t .... ·wl].ll·· .·be develop'ed':" i~. '~.cc~~d~~~~ ':'. ~i:th. the 
guid~line.a·· e.~J~b;.~:,~·8~~.~;~~.·by.'-:t;he . the IUQft .d-~oc .Jf~~ll·~;g···j:,.~ .S;UIII.$t.~.a~ 
Rhino. cODdu::et.ed -:-in Sia,gapore t 

- • .' •• ~. J ~ ...... '" '--:. "'..r " : r _ ...... 

CC) 

CD) ' .. 

(B) 

(F) 
~ 

_ .' ~r·.QP;.. . 
coJi1pl~~te'~' 'oif{~tQ . 

~ .. ',' .: ·~·;·.S;~~~t,··~;~~~~·;"X\ ~:·::6t:·::~· '.. .... .. i 

Zoo q·om.m:ij:il~ij~l'~~. ··"~~l . Qv~de' finfi. 
as ~ f·~~::~~~~~.~·~~::#.·:!~~:t.:~:~:cf\ .. q.~.p·t . 

progr~~~ ... ' ~"~.'. ~~~.~trfe 
and, ·B'u·rope., . '.,"~ , :". . '. \ 

·1n .. 
is ... 

Animals' 
thecountr' 
owne·rshi 
inter. 

abroad will ··.i)·'bt~·~:dlDg·: l-oan from 
. of origin, or und'~r some ilJiilarly' equitable 

of sufficient ti~e· to protect all 

animals placed in captivitya:nd t·heit·.·ftitu '.' 
be managed. cooperatively. fis part· of. 

uIa t ion". .. . . '--' .~- . - ... , .............. ' 

10. The project will be develoQf!d.·.d·~Dd·~r ~heoversight of ''rhe 
Sumatrsn Rhino Foundation ("Foundat'1c)n·tJ

) to b·e. established under 
t'h~ aU$Vi'ce!S of the IUCN SSC. The Foun'~ation' wiiJ op~rate as an 

• 

. , :--- . 
., ...... 

: j 
; 
j 

i f 
!l 

• i I 
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i 
1 
! 
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independent task-force undeJ" aegis'~of the Asian Rhino Spec,ia~ist 
Group of the IUCN SSC. Initially, the Foundation will consist' of..-:._ 
.the·· Sumatran· Rhino Coor.d.-inator ("Coordinator",,) and one 
represent~tive each from'We'st:MalaY~'i:a, Sahah. the 8·:RT. Indonesia 
(PHPA) • the iIowlett '·s-Port. Lympne !-Foundation 'from _.L·b·e- Uni ted 
Kingdom. the. IUCN SSC Asian~Rhino'Spaciali~t Group and the IUCH 
SSC C~ptive Bre~ding .Sp~pi~list Gr6gp. The Sumatran Rhino 
Coordinator will be employ~d by the IUCN UDder terms of reference 
which are available frri~ IUCN: -

11, While the m~jor ~ontributiQna of the ~RT should and must be 
oriented to the. c8pt~ve p'ropagatioJl' components of the 
Qonservation strategy If. or ·t.he '.R'hino·,." th. e, ~QoRe!rrJi\,j,.".nlture of 

;.t-he project will be furtherdemonstra'led 'bYf's~ipt:trl TroC: the SRT·· 
to West Malaysia and ·Sabah. for :in situ' ·conse-rv.ation effort's • 

. I; NL'- d .. ' , tC~~~\·C4l '.' ~.' .. . • . . . . .--~:".' . 
Thisfsupport .will include:· 

CA) 

1-
i;. " .. 

.. r o
-:' .. _-_ ', • .;' 

h9h:!::~ i ~!:::~h~l';. a-s.;~.· ·~.t.a.nce f. ~om the SRT' 
to _____ e·.~.~~:_:_~-:.:...~.:p·ro;t~c.t]..~D. of v1able natural 
populations:"· a.D:4~.:I.~.:a.n·c·t·!.1:~~:e •.• · .. ·· .. , 'Since the 'ii141.l~.e 
Ihl.part;Blont .i.~.W.e.t : . .a~r~.it~."i;e:: 8,e';fiI., to he' pro'~i"dj QlJ-:~-«e:6d'" 
pro t ect i eR' . fo'c':"": t;·h; no'~ . ·-".au·d:· '.' he), it: a" ~" . t: he;ll i ght!.s t .~ . 

. priority' .::~D;: !.;~;h:i..8·' ···!l"·~g~t.~·:·::····.wi~J .. :~}l.·~:; ··acqord~.d ~ .. to b.h.e.·· 
Ta-bi;n (S ilabukan) .. Wildli·f~·- ··Ileserve. in Sabah.. ··An 
i.mportant .. ··p.art·. o·f· ,·.this<: .as~i:s·tanc~ m~y be field 
resea~ch .' ··cP-DauC?:~~d::.col~ail.9.r~t·1. v~:J.y. by Malays.iaD·~~ 
SRT inves.tigat.o.r:s~. . ... :.(~~, .. > .. ' .,:.... '-. 

-- <' . :~-. <;:~;, ,- .~-.. ~~... . ....... ~:,,! " . 

(B) ·.aN -' .• ~ su~:veys,·.;.t.()·<d;~~~~:iifij.~~:~whi'ch:~:fhi{lo~ are' &JlQ .~r.~ 
e:e.", . .. ... 400 me 1;1 it_ ._ .:·.a~.~o:kjf~;R.'i.···': t~i .~ Ij~e'_ ,,-~.~~ El,. t.i: 8 B •• a8 t: ~ 1 .1> liJn' 

. (C) We:st 
both 9f 

.' ' ... ~D>',· .. ".;. TraiDJ~g . fc;>,r :<M~~'l-~J.~".w·~~.~1.:.~f~0;~t.~~r . in manag~mentof 

~ .. ';;{i~~l C"P~,\v.~4n cl :]rt,'~i~t;!:~~~:',,!:~'j~~;l&f~l t,e;: . 
(El Transfer of.;. Cap..tu(e.·an.d:.t.r~llsp.ott technology 8R .t9he 

_Rhill, . .,. 

. .... ; 

'-

. . 

" . ,". 
'. JtI' 

- . . ~.:'. :.~ "":... 

......... 

.~H~f~ .~~: . .i ';~= .. -'. 
- ·,,';:-;,··-i ... · 
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Page 4 

.SPECIFICS OF THE PROJECT .. 

, . 
,,: 

1. Captive ~ropaiation programs will he deve~op~ain West Malaysia, 
Sabah, and North America. '/ 

... 

2. Field operatiQDS to' collect appropriate rHinos will be 
simultaneously initi.ated in W.est Malaysia . ...Ji-nd Sahah. 
An SRT Represent~tive ( at this writing TOny Parkinson) will 
coordinate and facilitate these, efforts· as' the: Fi.eld Supervisor. 
The field operations wi.ll 'commence within 30 c:!~ys'of signa.ture of 
this Agreement ~y' all ,.part ies. .. .. - . 

.' 3. A Managem~Dt Committee ("Committee")' will be ,formed 
consisting of.seveh members. Th~se would incl~de the Director 
General of the '~,p~~tment of National' ~arks j and Wildlife of 
Peninsular Malyas~~ /as Chair~an; the 'Di~ector ot Research and 
Managemen~ for the Department of ~Nation:al P·ax~s an.d Wildl ife of 
Peninsula'I- Malay~ ia; the .Ass is'tant '~hi~.f-.:Game -Warden of, Sahah; 
three representatives from the SRT.~ one of' whic~ will' be the 
Field Supervisor and;·' another of which will be the' Species 
qoordiDator"fo~ the SRT~ the IUCN SSC Sum~tr~n Rhi~o Coodinatoi. 

3A.· Th~: primaryfw:1ction 0.£ the conrni t tee· will b~to s1,lpervise 

" 

. -
~~a facil~t~te '~}Jlcmcntation of the project at;{,: ~P~'Gi~~~d by--;-"-:-> 

·the: agreement and ·alno· if required to interpret th~ __ :.fcl:'ms:.~f 

,thi ~ ~reement 0 . , 
_.' 

. ~'" 

I~· .[ 

Ho;,'vever it: i.!.; re~o'gll::lsed that the prlm:.TY respon:.ability· of 
I . '. . . 

iml)lcmentation ofthi::i ~,roject re.nts \-{.i.th the Ma1ay~'1tm"'p~rties 

to ·this aGreement. 

4. Beca.~~e of t'he .long di"stances and the local ne·cessi·tiesof-· the 
project, . Th·e Field S'up'ervisor would represent ·the .SRT on -all day­
to-day' ·o.perational" matters such as the.· coo~dination and 
supervision"of tbe capture ~~a.ms, the .. construct'-ionof the holding 
pens, t.h·e tr.8nsportion and mana-gement· of . the.' . animals after 
capt~r~and th~'bQ~i~lpgistics ~uppo~ting the o~~rations both in 
Sa-bah and Wes.t·.Malaysia. . 

rrbblcIn. ". ' 
5. If any: i+em develops that cannot be resolved hy the Field 
Supervisor as ·the ~Tru8t rep~esentative, . ~nd the loc~l 
auth6rities, the. Management Committee ~ould be' cOQsulted by 
telephone or"· some othe.r form of ra-pid ·communication. If the 
problem still could not.be properly re~olved, a physical meeting 
i~ a mtitually acceptable location can ~~, convened 'by the 
Chairman~ the Fitbld ,~upervisor, o~·a ~~Jctr:,ity_". of the "other 
members,?f th: Commi t te~. Thi-~ .. v.et.ing .. wo.~tila. '~e- f9t ... :.the purpose 
of deal.lng Wl th any maJor mat ter, not covered In -th,f~' agreement 
as w~ll ~~ the management of the field operation~tJ'which there 
was a major dis~~r~ement. I, • 

s.· Fa:ds. ·fro:m the. J::RT. for the project would be directed through .. "o..;._~ .... 't' C6'-'m\~fc~ " . . 
the ~Q4~4AlPQF"~8"r. who lS resp.ons:l.hle to the Trust and who 
must .p·resent the docume'ntation of ~co's·t:$!{;and a financial statement 
on a qua'rte~ly" or ill 0 re' . frequent -p:as;'i;:'~'~T€:\:as spec~ fied 'by the SRT .• 
At thls·~i'nt. the f~nds wifI. 'be deliv~fc!d_ to tR~e- LCaaiFllfla of the 

, ..' ~jl. . ..., ,>~ "UJc.~·,:·~,"l 4C.eo,,~t 
_ 1~" :' -.-. 
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~ 
Man~g~ent Committee who shall act as paymaster in accordance with@,i 
,a budg~'t"' adopted byt"~e M-aii"ag-me-nl -{ro~mTft-e'e~- 'PQ,~~i~-n-ch-,,"._~'~':'~Q.d·e. l,'j _ ,: [fJ .1 

c:.he~~ ,or pCArc.~f.C' ol"'4.r s.,~"c..tl ~'j ~'j ~\oJo ~c~~~r$ f "'''e '~"'A'\ ,tft~. 
7 • A' fie 1 d cap t u r e tea m will be s, up p 0 r t e d by 'th e S R T t 0 '0", per ate , .... 
simultaneously in West Malaysia "and Saheh. -, The contractual f~ J 

obl~gation will cover ~'3~year period from the date of signairir~ ~ 
of 'the Agreement by all 'p.artie's. At the end of., this 3-year" ~ 
period, signatories to the'Agreement~will review th~ project and pI 
decide whether it is t.o be continuedi- modified or dis~.(}rifinued. il 

8. The number and identity of animals to he captured in West 
Malaysia will be determined by the Director General of National 
Parks' and(Wildlife in accordance with the criteria delineated by 
th~ Foundation Masterplanand 8~bject to the revi~w and 
ratification of the IUCN Sumatran Rhino Foundation. 

, . 
At th~s time, all animals capttired in West Malaysia will 'remain 
in the country of ·or'igin. The captive propagation program in' 
Wes t Malys ia' wi 11 be loca t~d at the- _ Melaka ,Zoo. Fuods for 
adequate facilities to accomodate any and:-1l11 'rhinos placed in 
Melaka shall be the responsibility o~West 'Malaysia. 

Additionally, rhinos may be mo'ved to- a "gene pool" site to be 
determ~ned by the Dire~tQrG~n~~al. Actual distribrition of 
rhinds captured in West Malaysia'between the Melaka Zoo, site 6f 

. capti ve propagation in West Malaysia~ or ,:the gene pO'dl. pr-O.j-e·ct 
will be the decision of th'e Direc.tor General and will "depend upon ,­
the number of rhino captured during the 3~year period. by-the ~est' 
Mala~/s;~an ca'pture team. . . 

9.. r~-" Sahah, rhinoswi 11 also be selected as candidates for 
capt·ure according ,to criteria 0.£ the Fouriditt ioo Mas.terplart. 
Prel iminary 'ilnalys {s has indicated' 'that' al.l animals outs ide Tab in 

. (S11ap,ukan) Wildlife Reserve and . its · ... :contiguous environs 
identified in the report uThe-"'Plight o,f~ the Suma·tran Rhino in 
Sabah n by P. M. Andau and J. Pa:Yil~ ss't is fy _ these cri tef'la and are 
cand~dates for immediate attempf~' at capture. Other groups' or 
populations' of Rhino tha~ ~i~b,~~e~i8covered in Sabah in tfie 
c~urse ,9f the'P~oj~ct will be e~~luated on a case-by-case basis 

'according to the 'Foundation M~st'erplan. criteria. 

Due to the seriousness 0 r the rhino", si tu.;3.tion in. Sab$, it is 
., 

deemed necessary that a he~ thy captive pOpuiation be established 

wi thout delay- This population is :to be built up of animals in 

fragmented si tuatiotfA and. of ddubtful value to natural populations 
! . , 

in the wild. The aim of this is to establish a reservoir of the 

Bornean subsptes that could be utilised at a later date for.r~ '" . - . -

introduction~ -into the wild when adecrte' reserves or ~s~enis of' 

protection have been established. It is envisaged th~t five' good 

breeding pairs will be set up at five different facilities· i.e. 

Sepilok and the Cincinnati, Los lulge1est New Yorlc and: San Diego 

ZoOs. 
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maxim~se the breeding potential of this captive group. , . 
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'lhe. ~RT 'will assist te~ica11y and financially in the 

.:/ .... ..-:~ 

Sepilok will b~ used as 
pairs 

an 
for 

of rhinos 
America . 

North 
for 
at 

Comm·i t tee in 

'-.~ .-... ---. 
Derivat·ion .of:' all Rhino destil1ed for North America,~l from ,Sabah 
will ',f.ac·ili~t~te. c'ompliance with the .Si.ngapore ProPos~l's 

···r~ec-oinmendati.on "".for ma.nagment of . subspe.cie~ ··.as--·. s.epar:ate 
populat..iQb~ ~IJ. ,captiyi.ty for the near fu·ture. . .'f ' 

. -" . . ".' . ... \ 
/ . . _- I - • 

~. Bj' signing this Agreement. it is understood'. t·hat . ~ 

t
. =?'1;~;ft.~ et. MQ} alr~ia{ agrees p·rompt ly to pr9~.ide ~he -:.- 'SuDiatran 

RhIno Tr,!st wl.th a~l documents needed for t~e legal \·exportat~on 
of· 'these Rhj,no: from' M~lys ia and the i r importat ion . into th~ 
Un i t ed States ~Jnmediately upon the.i r capt ure .. · .' /' ' . 
both the o.,.~;~ ~t:Al i)Lp ~'" .~ M~S'~4; ~ ~(.. Oc.r.t~. 1 fOrts.f:r~ lW S~ , " 

11. The, _, SRT' w~.~l'. support .~JlFtou'gh technical ad.vic.e. and fi.nancial 
help capt~r:;~te~iD;s i.n.b,oth(lii;lLllysia arid Saheb. T'his $UPpo:tt shall 
not exc~ed :,OS$2.50, aoo in tpe first year of theproj-e'ct and will 
not exceedbQdg.i~ ~~~eed to each year thereaftef by vote,of the 
SRT (whi~h ~_~ii ~epeDd upon the progress ~f the project as well 
as financial' c8.p·abili t·y) on a date no later than 1 'October 
in each calendary:e.ar •. '~. . . 

The SRT will ~l~~provide technical and financial aid to. the 
Sabah and M~lak~:captive propagatiori programs, to the ~gene pool" 
project,and.·~·:to:. iDS.itu conservation effort,s on a cese-by-case 
basis to b.e.'a.p,p'Foveqby.the SRT from time to time and in each 
year's budge:t :~l~d :.~··Q.t ,to exce,ed US $1 00,000 during the firs t year 
and US$75"OOO ::i.,q. e~<'clt":;o'fthe'''second and thlr.4 years.' ' . ~"' .. 

Further specifi,:\s. OD th·e amount. of financial suppo~t, will 
determined m":ltually by the partie~. Er-oject"'by projec't, '--based on 
the Found~alfon Masterplan. f 

be 

.. ~ .. 
, ":':;;ik!~ 

f 
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Presently ~greed upon items wriuld.~~e~ 

'(A) Support fol" the 2 capture teams' financially and technically __ 

(a) In Sabah. due to limited staff currently available, the SRT 
will pay salaries and field· allowance~ of all personn·ei required 
as determined by the Field Superviset. 

(b) In West Malaysia, the organjzation and paym~nt of the capture 
team will be the responsibility of t~e D~partment of National 
Parks~Wildlife with the .exception· that theSRT will pay field 
allo~ances for staff not to exceed the amount for this purpose 
expended by the SRT in Sahah. 

(~) SUpport for -d~c ~r.vni ttce to. c:)~rt out i ts ~otionB unless 
. . 

othand.se provided for 3lld up to 0. limi t-n-ruS $10,000 a yenx. 

(B) Specific items for West Mala~sia: 

( a) 

Cb) 

'. -'. I. 

. .. 
'Gene pool project - US$7~tOOO - to be used to 
staff and re~earch.b~ii~i~gs •. 

I Land Rover for West Mal~ysia to"be utilized for 
ge~e. pool project - US$15:t~OO'O 4 

construct 

- ... ~ 

{c~ Radio communication system - US$IO~~OO-$15.000. 
. l et) kl~ ~fl ~lo~c~ 10.,. O~~ ~~~\Cl'"' ~ US. 1~~(),'" 
CC) Specific items for Sahah: ._' --

. ( a) 2' v e hie I es : 1 pickup ·t.r.q~,~., 1 station' w.~gQn - U5$45, 000 ~ 
.. ' 

Ch) : Radio com~unicat iQnsys t~~':~'" US $10,.000.-$15,000' 
.' '. 

.' ... \ .. 
-(c) (2/¥ear) scholarships (ox:lhe:· S~bah.n s.taff to attend 

relevant courses fn Ind:ones·i~t·: Indi·a or elsewhere. These 
~ch~larshi~s ~ould be-avaiiaib~ at.a· rat~ of two/yea~' 
with a maximum allo~ance 61 ·$lO,ODO/scholarship or a 
total fund of $20.000/year. . 

(d) P'ossible program of· field: stUdies, especially 
concentrating in and around the Tabin Reserve (US$50,OOO· 
or expertise, equipm~nt artd time of equivalent value 
over the· three-year perio.d of· .t~e. project) 'frt~ro..~~ ~~ lo~ 

(t) COW\1!.t"IA,(..t,o,", ., ~.lcl\~~ r"-i~,t-ie~ ... :i 1e.rolok. . L\S t iO.ooO. _ ~'c.--. ""~l -
12. The Field Supervisor, will divide his time equally between 
operations in West Malaysia·and S~bah.. The official headquarters 
and residence for the tield Supervisor will be established. in 
West Malysia. but a collateral base ~ill b~ establis~edin Sahah. 
The Field' Supervi'~er wil-l develop the s~bed~l.e for distribution 
of his a~tivities -i,D consult'atio2A~~th ~tlie: Mtuiagement C·onimi-ttee 
and in relation to the evolving s"t:u'atio,~ °in' the field.. . ~ .. , 

13. The primary assignment of the Field Superviser will-be the 
Rhino project. However, he.will also be availabl~ to advise and. 
assist on other projects in West ~alaysia (e:g., seladang) and 
Sabah (e-o:-g.. proboscis monkey) as ti"me. p~rmits ~·o lOl)g as in the 

." 

" 

~ g.t t.·.. I 
,~ 
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opinion of the Field Superviser and the Managment Committee these 
a.e t i v it i es do not det ract from" the pr imary ass ignmen.t. 
~imilarly. th~ Field Super~iser may be available on a very 
limited basis. not io ~~ceed 2 ~~eks per year to advjse 00 the 
capture operations for the Rhino proposed in IndbneB£a as part of 
the IUCN SSC masterplan. 

14. Technical assistance provided by the AAZPA, SRT pursuant to 
the above paragraphs may include qualified ani~al keepers and 
veterinarians. curatorial guidance and support. and appreotice­
training in WestMala~sia and Sabah and at appropriate AAZPA zoos 
for qualified ~aia~sian curat~rst keepers and veterinarians. 
Such technical \~s~istance during the first year of the project 
will include: I! 

(A) Qual i fied keepers and veteri~arians--o-'l an as-needed has is to 
be determined by the Field Supervisor at the captive facility to 
be developed at Sepilok and Melaka 

(B) Veterinary support for the actual capture operations, OD a 
short not ice and as-needed basis" to. be det,ermined by the -Field 
Superviso-r. ":;/ . --,-

(C) Curato~ial support on a, semi-continuoush&si~ for the 
'captive facility at Sepilok and similar operatiori~ ~uc~ as Melaka 
in Wes't· Malaysia. _ S~pport to be prov~ded by al ter~ating among 
the ~nstitutions of the Si~ on at least"a 4-6 week b~sis'possibl~ 
with some time lapse in between the ,tours of duty. 

~/ (. 

(D) Training in bo,t,h'Malaysia and at appropri~te AAZP,~ zoos 'for 
Malaysian curators, 'keepers. and veterinarians to be negotiated 
on a mutually agreed upon level. Internshi'ps at SRT facili"ties 
for a period of eight w~eks each would'be availble in the fir~t 
year to two select-ed staff members from Sepilok and two selected 
staff memebers from Melaka or other appropriate, facilities in 
West Malaysia. 

(B) Through these various mechanisms, there will also 
specifically be aD attempt to provide information jnd instruction 
in various reproductive and other technologies applicable to the 
conservation strategy for the ·Rhino and programs for other 
wiCdlife. In particular. the SRT will demonstrate technology in 
enocVr'nological analysis of urine and blood, embryo transfer and 
artificial insemination. and various g~netic analyses (e~g. 
karyotypic andelectroph04retic). capture and transport methods 
for the Rhino and other large mammals. 

Technical assis~anc'e 'in subsequent years' will be provided up<?n;"~ 
favorable review:of the ~umatran Rhino Pr~ject by West Malaysia, 
Sabah, ,t~e SRT. and the Foundat1n~ 

15. The SR~ will also provide US$25,000 t~'IUCN tow~~d support 
of the --con tract for the Suma t ran Rh i no Coordi n-a tor dur ing ~ 
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e.a..ch 
f; r q yea r 0 f the pro j e et. & i HI i 1 8 l. a m 8 Y R t Q \1 i l'r bee 8 ft 6 i tl e 1 e d rtJ 
.t-h-e 89~OAd 9REi third }eat upon satisfactolY review of the i€suit--s 
>of .the first veer",' result", gf taie e"sR8ult8RBY. 

16. The· SRT will collaborate as apprppriate wtth West .Malaysia 
and Sabah in attempts to attract outside funds from cor'porations, 
foundations, organizations, and philanthropists to support the 
conservation strategy for the Rhino~ 

17. All animals placed in captivity in West Malaysia, Sahah, and 
North America will be managed cooperatively as part of a "world 
population" under coordination of the Sumatran Rhino Foundation . 

18. All rhinos captured in the Project shall remain the property 
of the Malaysian governiDent in perpetui ty subjec.t "to the 
conditions of this Agreement. All animals transported to North 
America for captive propagation shall· .. -b"e- designated to the 
Sumatran Rhino Trust or its'successor organizations on p8FmggORt 
b re e din g 1 0 a·n . 

19. Progeny produced in North Amer~a will also be on ~8P.aRoRt 
breeding l,?an to the SRT or its successor organizations until ·th·e 
North American populat ion at tains demographic stabi l'itty and' a 
genetically effective size of 25. Thereafter. offspring from .the 
North American population must, and will be available for 
rest(;icking· adequate and protected reserv.es in Malaysi·a as the 
local ma'nagemeilt authori ties advise i!! accordance ""i th the 
Foundation Masterplan. 

The nu~ber 01 rhinos pote6tially tb be returned to Malaysia under 
these cir6umstances will at a minimum equal t~e number originally 
mov~d from Malaysia to North America. Beyond this number, 
rep a t r i at ion 0 f Rh i now i 11 COD t.i nu e a·s de e ni e d D'e c e ss a ry by the 
local' management authorities and.the Foundation Masterplan at a. 
rate that dnes not detract from the self~sustaini~g status of the 
North American population: 

Germplasm, which may be a more appropriate mechanism than actual 
animals in many case for transfer of genetic material from 
captive to wild population" can and will be returned to ~alaysia 
immediately as the technology can be applied and the local 
management authorities and the Foundation Masterplan so 
recommend. 

20. This Agreement can be·amended only by mutual and unamimous 
agreement of the signatories. 
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22. It is und~rstood that the signptures of the representat~ves 
of Wes t Malysia and Sa~ah .to th is Agreemen t ob 1 igates t h-ei r 
-Wildlife Depar·tments aR'" theiF CO"QCgm9Ats- to the terms of the 
Agreement. Likewise. the signature of the Species ~oordinator of 
the SRT obligates the SRT to the terms of the Ag'reement. 

23. Parties to this Agreement appreciate that the financial and 
technical support of the AAZPA Sumatran Rhino Trust is provided 
in the hope of securing the long-term survival of the Sumatran 
Rhinoceros as a species and as a component of its natural 
ecosystems. The AAZPA Sumatran Rhino Trust seeks to contribute 
to the long-ter~ survival of biological diversity through the 
captive propagat~~n!of species that might otherwi~e b~ lost or so 
greatly reduced in numbers as to be highly vulner~ble to 
extinct-·{on. The expertise and support g.! 'fhe' Trust is. and must 
be directed primarily toward 'the fulfillment of this goal through 
preservation by captive propagation. In fulfilling these goals, 
,the SRT,' seeks to 'assist1WestMa.laysia andfSabah in its ,own 
attempt to propagate 'the 'SumattanRhino and to provide such 
limited support as SRT resources permit- to related efforts,- as 
part of .. the conservation s.trategy foe ~he Rhino, ,_,,- to pt-~.serve 
wild populations where'these are adjudged viable.-!using·'· modern 
criteria of. biological conservation. The SRT applauds and do~s 
not seek to reduce, replace' or supplant the" ef.forts of 'the 
~alaysian government to protect its national wildlife in a state 
of natur'e . 

r the, ~+'1 \.)JAl. Q-A).P. 

T the \0\lcll\:~ .£r.c.f.:~ • Pe.~t. of fo".~~~I''l 

.1 



Page 11 

In Witness Whereof, the following parties have executed this 
Ag~eement in such capacity and on su~h date as recorded below. 

Mohd. Khan bin Momin Khan 
D i rec~ or-Ge"neral 
Department of National Parks 

and Wildlife 
Peninsular Malaysia 

Date 

Witness 

", . 

Mahedi Andau 
Assistant Chief Game Warden 
W i 1 d 1 i f e Sec t i o"n 
Department of Forestry 
Sabah, Malaysia 

.------

Date 

Witness' 

Warren Thomas, D.V.M.' 
Species Coordinator 

AAZPA Sumatran Rhino" Trust 

Date 

Witness 

I 
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~~~~~is~ • .pHS ~to 
have been anxious about the By Peter ockson 

Se. 

fate of the elusive Sumatran 
rhino - sometimes known as 
the "woolly" rhino. 

The estimated 850 of thest:; 
unique creatures left in the 
world face extinction because 

~ of hunting and hurna~ pop~la­
tion 'pressure in th~ nabve 
Thailand. Indonesia and 
Malaysia. 

But their day may how have 
been saved by a bold con­
servation plan, a joint effort of 
government agencies and pro­
fessionals in management of 
species in captivity. 

The Indonesian and Malay­
sian governments,. tog~th~r 
with selected zoos m Bntain 
and the United States. have 
undertaken a m~or long-term 
program to save these rarely­
seen rhinos from extinction. 

Under the program. the 
rhino will receive better pro­
tection in sufficiently large 
areas of its natural habitat. 
There will be a captive breed­
ing program to preserve its 
genetic diversity in its home 
countries, as well as in North 
America and Europe. 

In addition an education 
program will be launched to 

• enhance public awareness of 
the rhino's plight and to 
generate support for its con­
servation. 

Numbers declining 
Concern about this secre­

tive forest animal grew recent­
ly as' a series of studies 
revealed that its rtumbers 
were declining fast. 

Late last year in Singapore 
the Species Survival Commis­
sion of the International Un­
ion for ConselVation ofN ature 
and Natural Resources 
(IUCN) convened a meeting of 
those interested in remedial 
action. Out of that meeting 
came the estimate that not 
more than 850 survive. and 
perhaps fewer than 500. 

At last November's rUCN 
3eneral Assembly in Madrid, 
the Sumatran rhino was 
named among the world's top 
twelve most threatened anim­
al species. 

Now agreement on laun­
ching the conservation prog· 
ram that may radically change 
this state of affairs has been 
provisionally reached be­
tween representatives of the 
Indonesian and Malaysian 
governments, the American 
Association of Zoological 
Parks and Aquaria (AAZPA), 
and Howlett's and Port Lymp­
ne Zoo Parks in Britain. 

In America. it is hoped to 
have rhinos at San Diego. Los 
Angeles, Cincinnati and New 
York. where zoos have. an 
established record ofbreedmg 
success with other rare 
animals. 

As might be expected. the 
largest -population of the 

Sumatran rhino DiceTOrhinus 
sumatrensis is found in 
Sumatra. with 250-400 in the 
vast Kerinci-Seblat moun­
tains on the west coast, and 
between 130 and 200 in 
Gunung Leuser in the north. 
There may be up to 60 rhinos 
in the Baris~-Selatan reserve 
in the extreme southwest. 

Peninsular Malaysia prob­
ably has at least 35 in Taman 
Negara (National Park). and 
there may be 12 or so in 
Endau.Rompin on the border 
of J ohore and Pahang states. 

Elsewhere there are only 
small cl usters of rhinos. 
Southeastern Sabah has be. 
tween 15 and 30. and there 
may still be some in Kaliman· 
tan - Indonesia's part of the 
island of Borneo. Burma may 
still have a few, but it is 
doubtful whether any survive 
in Thailand. 

I~ocket rhino' 
The Sumatran rhino is the 

smallest of the five surviving 
rhino species - the giant 
white rhino in Africa is about 
five times as heavy. 'The 
Sumatran has two horns like 
the two African rhinos, where 
the Indian and Javan rhinos 
have only one. The skin along 
its back is woolly, rather like a 
buffalo's, and scientists be­
lieve it is closely related to the 
Woolly Rhino which became 
extinct in prehistory and 
which, strictly speaking, owns 
'copyright' of the name. 

The Sumatran rhino lives_ 
only in dense tropical forests, 
unlike other Thino species 
which favor open country or 
riverside areas. 

A century ago Sumatran 
rhinos still roamed the Hima· 
layan foothills in India. and 
ranged through vast undis· 
turbed forests in southeast 
Asia and to the islands of 
Sumatra and Borneo. 

The current threat to the 
species comes from hunting 
for its horn and other products 
(which are highly prized in 
folk medicine in China and 
other parts of Asia) and from 
erosion of its habitat through 
human settlement. 

The Sumatran rhino is an 
extremely difficult animal to 
study. Dr. Nico van Strien. a 
Dutch mammologist who has 
been appointed coordinator of 
the Sumatran Rhino Con­
servation Program, had to rely 
on track$: fpeding signs. and 

. other ~dimce during his 
. research in Gunung Leuser. 
He claims a world record of 
sightings - three in four 
years. 

"Once ! had a really good 
view of a female with a young 
calf. The other occasions were 
just glimpses in the forest." he 



lve the elusive Iwoolly' Sumatran rhino' 
says. "Swiss biologist Marcus 
Bomer saw only one during 
his studies in GUnung Leuser, 
while Rodney Flynn. an 
American specialist, saw only 
one or two in Malaysia. It 

In these circumstances trap­
ping the rhinos for captive 
breeding is likely to. be very 
difficult. It has now been 
many years since any speci­
mens were captured and the 
exercise never resulted in any 
breeding success. 

"It is easy to put the traps in 
a rhino area. but then it is just a 
matter of waiting to see 
whether a rhino decides to fall 
into the trap. That could take a 
long time," says Dr. Van 
Strien. 

Risks 
Because the aim, above alL 

is to conserve the rhino in the 
wild. trapping will be con­
fined to 'doomed' animals -
those occurring as small iso­
lated populations with no 
future bec:!use their habitat 
cannot be preserve. 

There are -risks in the cap­
tive breeding program, for 
there is very little experience 

. of handling Sumatran rhinos. 
in zoos, although Indian and 
both kinds of African rhinos 
have been successfully bred. 

"We shall have to learn a 
lot," says Dr. Van Strien. CfBut·. 
the rhinos we capture' will be 
those subject to greater risks 
in the wild than in captivity. 
Whe shall decide on a case-by­
case basis. If there is good 
chance for an animal to contri­
bute to breeding in the wild, 
we shall leave it there." 

The last captive Sumatran 
rhino in captivity died in 
Copenhagen Zoo ten years 
ago. It was one of three which 
survived a capture operation 
in Riau, Sumatra. in 1958 to 
start captive breeding. At that 
time six females were caught, 
while a male escaped. Howev­
er, recently a young female 
rhino wandered far from the 
reserve of Sungai-Dusum in 
Malaysia and was captured by 
villagers. The Game Depart­
ment was able to save it and it 
is now in the Malacca Zoo, 
where a captive breeding cen­
ter is to be established. 

The organizers of the new 
program are determined to 
succeed. Dr. Van Strien has 
the task of drawing up the 
master plan. which will be 
multinational and will include 
collaboration with Western 
zoos. They will provide sup­
port- for conservation in the 
wild and technical assistance 
in field capture and transfer 
operations. 

, . \. ' 

Bilateral agreements will 
provide for captive breeding 
in the countries of the rhinos' 
origin. as well as in Britain and 
the United States. All the 
captive animals and their 
offspring will be managed 
cooperatively as a 'World 
Population. ' 

Three subspecies of the 
Sumatran rhino coexist with 
the true fonn in some areas. 
Until further studies' have 
been carried out, care will be 
taken not to mix the subspe<­
cies with the species. either in 
captive breeding. or in trans­
locations in the wild. 

Poachers 
Because rhino horn is fetch­

ing higher and higher prices as 
it becomes rarer, there is still 
hunting for the Sumatran 
rhino. But Dr.Van Strien says 
the art is dying out. And in a 
rather strange' ~. some 
fonner poachers may be em­
ployed in the coming program 
because fue~p have the stamina 
to remain in the forest for the 
long periods necessary to lo­
cate rhinos. 

Captive breelling as a con­
servation measure has had 
some signal successes in re­
cent years - the reha~ili~tion 

" 

I 

"Looks like some kind of traveling circus'" (Esrthscsnf 

of the Arabian Oryx is the 
. example that springs soonest .: 
to mind. But many zoologists ~ 
remain uncovinced of its 
worth. The efforts to rehabili- : 
tate the Surnatran rhino pro- . 
vide an intriguing new arena 
for this debate. 

Some would argue that such • 
cosUy and elaborate man­
oeuvres to save 'basket case' . 
species run counter to natwal . 
selection and distract atten­
tion and resources from high- .. 
er conservation priorities.': 
such as the deflection of 
human pressure from habitats 
and species still in reasonably .­
good shape. ' 

Education campaigns to dis­
courage the medical use of· 
animal parts like rhino horn,' 
-which is used mainly as a ... 
psychosomatic cure of sexual -
impotence, may be another 
longer-term answer. But the -
planners of the rehabilitation :: 
program are mainly con-. 
cerned with keeping con- . 
servation options open by .. 
sheltering at least some breed­
ing ~als from further 
harm. -.. 

And their problem is not so 
much a matter of principle, 
more a'matter of finding the 
publicity-shy star of the show. 

-IUCN 
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Silbah ;rlriftos,; to Americ.8 for' bJ;eeding has. angered· 

. ~ri Thatcher' ;M~~aysiari ·cnnsei"vatiohi~tst. " . :, . ." .. " .'. 
. .. ...;. .... .' .' -. The 'plan, .believedto' be. connected' 
~L ·,t'·· h' ' .. , - ··t .· .. ·i·· with' a worldwide' conServati.oo: ~OllP, --I·'r ler ;'C . ·e·r·· ·0' .:the.ln.t~rnation~u:nion·f6r the,9o~el;'~ 

. ,. r ..•. ,' " •... . '" I vatlOn of Na-ture~I$·.to reintroduce the: '. · . . ~ . . B' ',' .. 1l"hin.os' OffSPring ... m.. ..th~S9:bah :jung~e·.to. . .' . '. : .' ". . .' . try to saye thett(1rom extiilctiop~' . V,I Sit. ...r u n e 1 .~ Sources in :Kota' .. Ki., ·:.~n KuliIi Lump~r a ~ 
. . ..': .. , "'.. .' .'-' . '. ! nsbalu said, ~fficial~ l councU niep1b~ of lh~ /' 

.. BRI'fISa:~P~i~e· Minister· Mrs: .M~garet! fro~ a!,. American z.op.} .... Malay~ Na~ ~cie·:: .' 
~fljqner 'wilt' make an historic tFip to; were an Sabah:. last, tY,Dr· KiewBong I 

B;;'~';'~e' ~ .:'.' , ".t ". tb· : .•... ; year. doing bac~g.round Heangj.S.p1d:. "I will kiCk. il ~:II&.'.' ~e~ ,!pon •.•• • • • f w k and, a ached '1, • up anJntematlon81tuss; .. { 
.. , It wlll.~e. the .first VISit by' ,8 Brlttsh pr~mler to! .. tho.! Sabah PPtovem. . if it is ~e. The idea of 1. 

,the, Sulta.nate. .'. , '. ' ". . ".:,:' ': . captu,rmg any of the, ·f 

Mt's ·That~her~' .. 59, wiU:rrieet His ~l\iesty' the!' ment.. : rhinos for export ~ a.1 
Su~~n . arid, ,l'an~·: D~p~uJln and .o~her roya.l! ~:~~~aW:::;:&Dgf ~:~p,.s ca';lSe.: fo~ ~on- 'f . 

. fJll1l}I¥. nte~~rs a.~rt~g. h~. ,half~ay, 8~y.:onl' ~. e ... · Foresty ·Depart-.· He satdcatching me- I" 
. Apnl· 9~ ...... .' . ".:. ,'. ..... . men.,t, ,confirmed' ,the I thods had not. ~been . 

, 'Bnmfii \,V'1lI be .. l\tn:. 'l'h~tcher's·third st~ . of a plan. was beii)g, consl- ! tested ·and tlie.Ion . ' 
nine·day tQur wi!i~.lncl.udeBPe~i~sular:Kfalay. dered but has released journey 19 ,the Unltea ,t. 
siD:- Ti1.~.triii·w~,J)ostpi)nedJi:&tn·last·Septembetl no further i~9rmatio~.~· States nt,ight'be fatal to .. :' 
.becaus~:·or :Britajri's cOQ,I' miners' strike which, . Sources. 111 . the de- the animals. .'. . : . 

'd d"'" 't' . k' '. '. .".. . ': par.tment said Ji .is· . It any breeding was : . 
ene.; W! ,.wee '. ..', .' ." .• '. 'thought six breeding' to be trJed itshoUld.be' . , .' ;, 
'. ger viSIt Is .aUhe Sultan s personallDwtabon; I pafrs of rhh'lQs were' done-in Ml\laYSla ! :. '.. ' 
The B.ritish··f:ligh.,Commissioner t~iBrpn~tMr wanted and· .. some J' "'The onlY' kitown:-WAiATRAN rIIlno .... ~ 
Francls Corn~sh .. said· the to.ur was . very slgnlfi- would come . from Pe- . breed,iIig. SUQCcS$ :OQ- j)ort fears . 
cant~" . ". '.,' .', nihsular Malaysia and curr~ ~ Cal~utt$,. QO. .•.... . " • 

.'~It is v.e.ry.· clear, hi.rh~level prO()f. of.' th~ Indonesia oecausc' df 'In 1890,'J'h~ s81d;'''~fie .1., :' .. f'~~' . 
'.importa .. nc. e th. a.t Britain attaC.he8. to Brunel'~na th,e 1.0 w numbers. in ~a.-.. best,. WIlY.' .o.f.e.ns .. win! .to! •. • • 
~e ... ,rest·'o.t' tb.iS ~gion., polit.~81)y.and econontf- blih.. . tb",1 . ~e.~UlVIV~~f~t,.a .,~." .. ,.' .. - -.' .,-.•.. , 

.. :~~l1,y~."he said:' ',.' '.. Only about 10 ~f ~ ,~,~ ~ ... g1ve. 1 r ,.'i 
'. ;,~~~. ·:r.s'.TilJltahe.· t:s ,talks:with Brunei officials arel fare Su~atran rhm~.~ .. '.' '. Pl'9.tecttoJ\.. .., -.• ' . : • ,. '. ~t~' .. · .' , .... .... . ros are .j;hougnt ~ '?_ , 
,: .. ;' . '" • left In 8a l>.$, •. _:.. -L _:. . ~ 
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nan De­
doi- Encik 
witnessed 

workeD of Ul~ 
porium jobless and five 
fainilies homeless; 

The fire was spotted 
at 8.45 am by a police­
miui 01) dutY at the 
jun~tion of .Jalan Sulta-

'

-,n' ','; "'e:' "':, ·V·e: ".:. :'s'\,·· 
~fP~~C)k' 

.. ' """"'.. ... ,v .. '., ~'''!'", '."u.itt 
con trol aitcI an nour .. , Arif5 

Initially, they .. (lice,," Ke1ad 

.t the A~DC. 
e, 
;ports, 'One 

,a water s~ortag'e b~l ' ·ltnd. 
the problem was. ovc¥Zi . Datu 
come when water was state, 

, ACP 
Jecen1raliz;ed , W' • . . 
.ed on poll- . . '. 

:~.!:::~:~ !' .. ·arnl:ng O~ 
and 
Supt' 

. also al 

~n. party P~k ~8s exami!lliig" its 

~
W'ith the S.urpri8~., .~~gist~~ti,on .. of· rebel 
tuk. Joseph Palrln- .Kltlngan~s new 

!~::~;~i ~ ~~apture of 
.Ha 

porte 
'weIf" 
men 
to i 
vicw 

y. , . ..,.: :' .' 

aCtiVl~eS,' r 1" . ~, The., paity'~',' ,laWy~r.; . ,',The !lew-partY',S S)'Ill-
~ DomiDic' . Pu~~~' 00.1 . of .. two ·l:J.asped t was in' Kua,la Lumpur . bai\dson Q' back~und 

bmitted on' r- . .. .,' " , . 
)fthe~ .. p}'O. ~ rSuma·tran 

action' With. 
?f the aaree­
~reeoday, se-
1 today and 
tpected, to" 
\deibies that, 
'laior' polity 
I for the 
, t1i~' region. 
~p'resenta.;.· 

,~~~d, 
~iDgaPQ~, 

?ines~. India,. 
la, Japan and 
nilan~ are­
t"..in ·the~ se- . 
:mama 

·enko 

-~ 

!'(.c\,." .... . .' 
.Ql - RhInoceros 

l{UAtA:LUMPUR,. Tu~, .:.. The. WUdlife P.ro-' 
. tection U,id' National ParlC!l Depltttritent'S,idd today 
that action would be taken against those who cap- . 
turetheen~angered Sumatran RhiJ)ocerosfd{ ex- .KU} 
port: .' . \ '. .... '" . - 1 

" A depl$netlt Sp'okeSJ!lan said. the areas'whe~ peh 
. ·the i'hino~ses were foUtuJ. such as Endau-Rom- Yar 
pin'~ J'oh~ and the National Park,wer.e bt#s .~:, Mr·~GUrinit. Smgh. .' ..;preparation stage, waS 
momtored. ' '. f. \. 'p1'e$1dent of·theEnVt- ,-Unked to Indonesia. 
..Commentln.s on a press report .. $at several ..cIa I' ronmeJital ~tection '. The gl"Oup, the Asso-

AmeriCan .zoo}Pgists were plannihg to capture.~ .' . 'Soclety.':.cif.'M81aysta.' . clati~n:or American 
rbino~oses ~a. rear them bi the~ U.s., ~~ s~~ . b, " sald' . b~oftbe 1 .Zoolo~ca1 Parks and. 
the d~pa$ent:hadso far not. received any reports,' c{. eIldarliiei'ed," B!)Y: " " :', :"~, " es' AQUarlUJlUf., .~lanned to . 
regaidlngth~matt~. . , ' , . b ~ .~QulQJbe'.;aone"Jh its. use ~a'Cke~ fP ~d the : 

However,sh~ saici that.~~y~ had embarked SI '&'a~}¥lblta~bltf ~ir~E~~::e~!Si-
'on an agreement on a' jomt project with the as-. t1 witbtIi' thn:.~· .' e!. would btHtept in' local 
soclatioo of ,American. Zoological, Parks and try' .- .. :. ~~un . zoossrid the rest 'sent 
Aqu8#u,DlS ,with. tile mail! objective of; consemng r . A mtiJ.t1~puWoil.C\oilar , to Amer1ca. " . lence . the Suma,traIi Rhinoceros m its natu~al habitat.: t. pl'Qjeet;·;))!,.8,. group"of . There",.breeding. r:e-

, . .Sitbsegtiently. many zoolgfsts,ba4 come here to' "~~:zQ~,to"sa:ve" search wom.d be earrted , 

k' . conducf.stlidies·on -the. anhn~l but none ha4 so f~ ~,tJie;.:.s., ~,:~.' ',~ ""tllijioc' 'Out to ,try to. raise, num-
!) : ,'Stated their intention to capture the beasts to be: ·WBS:8lU1.9UD,· c~: ear~"~l .. bers. and{l~mewouldbe. 
~UJ.\·: TuC$. .brOu~t back:~othe U.S .• :she·added. ." . lasl.~'§dQ'·::;.'o~~~i:ifl .. ,,:,'t,\:rel~~du~ed. : t,Q , the 
, Embassy to~ The.presiden~ .of, t~e En~onm.enta1.. P.rotectl~i1. I report .sa1d~tbe,.' . 'up , T%his method has 
a condolt:nce ' Society O.f M,alaysla, Bncik Gunnit. Ship, ~d plamiea ta&e"ticM:o,P- , been used' succes$llY 

'late Soviet there was' no reaso~ for ~e rhinoceroses to ~e ex· : .tera. traps"and' .tr¥s- .' . ~~mce when.·the last sur-
K tanti . portedw.he~.they c~u14 not n)eetloca1'de~nd. ,. pott:·;~to' ,roUnd ··\rivors of~e· IU'abian 

ON ,~.. He- smd.:ute breeding of the animal sJt()uld '00 up the rhiJios and·:eta- OrYx"were 'shlpp~ to 
/le rcsidenc~; done here in its natural hablt~t with ·the l"articlpa~ 1:tililh breeCllnifherds'1n " PhQenix' Zoo; .\rlZOna 
JJ)~dor lit, non of Mslayrian zoologists instead of being con'; .~el1~a. ", . " ' ':.' . • 'TORN TO PAGE 2 . 
lug hCfC; ..' ducted by foreign~. . .. , Th~ :sche~«!,: ~~n m,.' . ': . .;.' "t 
,m ~ open According to the press report, the American :zoologlsts . ' , 
6: ~.'today plan ,to lUre local trackers to \).uUd traps ahd ulC'heHcop~ , 
" .to 1 'pri'i' 'tw in the venture.' . . ," 

embaSsy Some 'of'the srimialswould., ~e given ~o loca1zoo~and 
':';"SCfndmn, tnO.icstil~~;to)licU~.~~e~rtp.ilcf~ :.:.8e:~' 1 

earlyth1s . week, pr~-; of~a.m!lp ofSab~ and 
sing for' regis1tatlon.. tlie·state:o.q:was un­
whiCh Was grari~ ,on veUecl at·a preSS'cqn(e-
Tuesd~y. : .,:'.... ..rencem Penampimg on 

He amved"ln.·Kota. ·,Wednesday. ". ." 
IQnabEilu . 'at--Ipm on Pasok members h8d 
Wednesday Witli the l'&: : ~een, hoping' the re­
gis~t1on certUlcate:. . . cni1tment· of Datuk 

Datuk,plUrln'saidno. Pairln laSt week would 
date.had peensetforan breathe nre lritothelr 

. oflicial.launcb.. .' ". _ party. , 

/
R·hi.P'O., ':~·battle., .. ~ 

, • FROM'PAGE .1' 'Lilliad::Datu' and lQst 
, . . -' .. ,' '. year.the·Xt!lfiains of two 

There are now more more - ·bellc;,ved· to 'be 
I than 200 and sO.me have'. the vic. :of hunters 

been .. re~troduced to. ...,... 'were; uncovered, in 
Oman .'.: ..... thtrsame·area .. , ' , 

Doing t1le same for' f The p(tnalty for kill­
the· Sumattan 'rhino 'lng the. protected ani­
would ·be extre'ml!ly dlf~' mat, is, five :years', jall 
ftcult. The' rhlno, the . and tl .. $5000 One. . 
smallest of the ftve sur-; The· ". 'Iptematlonal 
vivlng ',rhino species,' Union for tfle. Conserva­
was' once -eornmon.in ',tion ofNatlire has more 
South-eaSt . Asia but' thaJi, 45fl:· members in 
logging, and hunting lOO:coijllf;rle,~, ". 
las led to.a<irilStic de- ''l'heDepartment ,of 
:lme and.there are now 'wildlife and National 
bought, to onli a.few· ;'I:'ar, ks

ch
:" In '~aYBla, 

1100 hundred left.,There'"Wh1 de:clined tQ:.com­
are· none iflrcaptivity, .,mentr and, . Brunei are 
Tbe last zOo·.8n1ma1 members. 
:died 11 years .aRO. . The :~on •. whl~ lias 
. The'fear is they are so headqti8.rters. in Swit­
fare 'the . lUtve . little zerland,. almS ·to ;moni­
chance or meeting and J.orecosystems andspe­
mating. arid t.here Is cles· worldwide '. ·.QJld 
'Illso danger of 1I).breed- pl~;. prointse : and ad-mg '. . " VlSe or assist In canser-
i The . anJmal was 'lationactton. 
thougbttobeexttnotln.· M n" h' '~Id 
Sabab ~WdiscoVer1es" a '",' 
In the early .19808 prov-' . . . . 
ed Its exiStence .... '. on rape 

The .tew survivors'are' h' , 
thou~t.to·bfFln.!the . C orge 
LahaClDatu-areaonSa- . .,. '. . ... , 
pah's"East Coast:'· .,,3u-year-014 tanner Is 
. In 1981the.earcw,pf :be~ .. g,.he~d',by.l>Olleein. , _ . " " a young 'anImal'was ~nnecfj~ With :91e al-

·~-n.:~,.·'tS",··-,-:·~jlteSSl6n tfiai'it' f foundln.theBllao1,lMq ~~ra~.otapftm!U'Y 
.. ~ .. -,.--~ . ..:.,~.::_ . ..:._lo ","~e~k:~". -' 'Fo~::t· R~se~e' near;JCocg~uFPl~:'8g::o~ .. 

'~"I:.~'&' I .) -r " • .J;~d( .. ; ; 
tl.a.r-·- • -- ..•••. ~ . 

~ 
\' J. . : 
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The Asi an T,"Jo-hor'ned or 'SUTiTatrarl Rh i r.ocer·os was orlc~ wi despread 
throughout much of South-east Asia. But wherever peopl~ have 
set tied, the spec i es has d i sappear-ed. Even in the-·· ..... remotest 
areas, it has been reduced to a few r'emrrants, or total I y 
exterminated, as a result of excessive hunting coupled with a 
slow breeding rate. 

Around the turn of this century, the Rhino was found throughout 
much of S~bah and was regarded as common on the east coast~ Now, 
the future of the species hangs in the balance. Without 
immediate inter.vet\~1io,,,, by Man, it wi 11 riot survi;ve. 

I 

The Sumatran Rhinocerqs no,", occurs ir. easter'n Sabah, parts of 
Peninsular Malaysia and parts of Sumat·ra. (It m~ also oCCUt' in 
central Borneo and in remote parts of mainland South-east ASia, 
but chances of long-term survival. in these'regions are very 
sma 11 ) • '~;i .--

In Peninsular~Malaysia, survival\prospec~s~are ~era~1vely goo~. 
Fi~$t 1 y, t·her·e are several well-estab 1 i shed Pat ... k s,l"'and: .. Reserves 
~ith breeding populations of Rhino. Secondly, the Dep~rtment of 
Wi id) ife arld- National .Parl<s has a large -number. of personnel to 
9uard and monItor t.he ~.hinos. Th~rdly., although···.poaching was a.nd 
st-i 11 is·1· f'actor to be cons i dered,~ there is ne i the.... a long 
tradition of hun-ting Rhinos, nor- a large- human pO'pulation 
exert i ng . conti n.uous hun.t i n9 pressure in all forest· areas. 
Fourthly, very few people have access to guns. 

I~.Sumatra, also~ survival pros~ects seem fair. Firstly, there 
are at least t~o very ~xte~sive and remote forest "re9ion~ 
Kerin~'i-Seblat (200,000-400,000 ha~) and Gunung Leuser ( 140,000-
800,000 h •• ) with the largest remaining Rhin~ pDpulations. 
Secondly, while poaching is a threat~ guns are scarce. 

The sliuation is very diffe~ent in Sabah. Firstly, guns are more 
freely available than in most other parts of South-east Asia. 
§.!~~E THE EIR§1 SUGG~TION' IQ CA1~tI BHlJiQ.§ EBOM VULNEBABLE 
E'!!Y8I'!Q~§ !N §8~8~ ~AS M8~g IM 12§Q~ 1HERE IS EVlnENC~ 11:181 81 
bs8.§1 sbEVgM BHINO.§ HAvg ~EEM KlbbsD IN 1tls STATE~ MOST QE THgm' 
~£IH §Y~.§. Secondly, there is an old tradition of hunting 
Rhinos, dating back to early ~rade with ~hina. Probably the 
majority of Sabahans, if give~ the chance, wouid kill a Rhino if 
they saw one, for the valuabl~ ~orn. 'Thirdly, there are many 
l'Ton-Sabahans worl.Cing in l099(n-9' ·and.plantatibn· camps throughout 
t.t:\e state, who are fully' aware that sever-al years" salary can be 
gained 4'by .. ki 11 ing·ra Rhino. sev~al 'Rh~nosreported 1.<1 lIed in 
rec~At years were~ispatched 'by such people. Feur~hly, ,~ost 

a"'",":s .. l:tH Rill D~ sabah - i nc 1 ud i ng W i 1 d 1 if e Re7{,es - ar-e 

."-:,.1" ~_.';;; 
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being or will be selectively logged, an activity whith\disrupts 
breeding, and facilitates access for poacher~\j Fifthly, ~abah is 
undergoing rapid forest clearanc~ for agriculture in plac~s where 
Rhinos still suy·vive. Sixthly, the agency responsible fot 
wildlife protection has~ only about 20 field, staff, whose 
respoYasibilities include law enfo'r.·cernent, elepha.nt cOYa,trol, car·e 
of Sepilok arid birds l nests caves,- in an area of 7 Tili'Ilion ha. 

~n 1980, the need to catch those'Rhinos living outside of 
protected areas was urgent. In 1983, ~hen the American 
Associa.tion of Zoo Parks and Aquariums (AAZPA) made contact with 
the Sabah Forest Department, the need was s~i.l more urgent. The 
existerice of Tabin Wildlife Reserve and other protected areas is 
not a guarantee that Rhinos will surv~~e in the wild state in 
Sabah. Every '. po~sible safeguard is needed to maximise the 
chances of surv~~ai. Abando~ing the plan for taptive breeding at 
this .> stage may be equivaley.t to con~e.~,rd~'9 the RhiYaO to 
extinction in Bot"loneo. , ______ ' 

The basic pol icy for RhiY.o const.ervation, .both in Sabah. a'nd 
e'l~whe-re, has already been decided, by tile appropriat. gov~rnm'ent 
agencies and endorsed by the International Union for/tonse~vation. 
of Nature- (IUCN - the bod>" r-espon ... ~i-bl~ .. for- .it".ter-nati'onal' 
conser~at i on ma. t ters) • Po 1 icy is to' (1·) make evey"';t eff or- t ·to 
~ons~r-ve viable populations in the wil~'state and (2) catch 
those Rhinos which are at risk from ptiaching and ~ave little' 
chance'" of surv i val , and br i ng _ ther9' into et. ,si·,:t;,uat ion wher.·e .. they 
·can.cora..tr ..... i bu te to tr.e spec i es' $urv i va:l .• 

.In piactice, two areas have the pote~tial to support viable wild 
pop:~lat-ions ira Sabah: Tabin Wil.dlife Reserve, which has the 
densest, concentration of "'Rhit\0s, and the permat-.ey.t block of 
Fares t Reser·ves wh i chi nc 1 udes \ Danurn Val! ey, where rh i nos occur" 
bu t·· at vet .. ), 10l-' dens it y. Rh! nos in bot·n th~se area.s at".e, of 
cour-'se, at risk from. poaching: at l·eastfour- aY·e .bel ieved to have 
been' killed in Tabin in the past five year_, and at least two in 
the Forest Reserves. Nevertheless, attempts will be made to 
conserve wild populations in both areas. 

RhiYaOS in neither of these .ar-eas, especi,ally those in areas 
allocated for agriculture, are at high risk from poaching and 
cannot contribute to the survival of the species. There are 
three basic options for saving such Rhinos so that they may 
usefully contribute to the species' survival. 

- ". ....;., 
'-' -~. - . ' .. 

This s'ue~r-~ficfally I a~'trac~;.i>".;~f?'t-io~. Js .... ~~·~::t~ "ne.~,Qmmended. 
Firstly,: ···~~n large mamma~s: a're (t"""'cin~l$u:at~~, 'tbey rlor'n~lly mQve 
l\':fn~ .d~stMt:·e5., _.~~sumabl>, if 'an a~tetnp.1+' tp y·elocate theiy· 
Ot'+S.J nal' "u;lme ar·:ea~.· They ay-eo un 1 i ke.1-y .t:o ?tay where they at"'e 
:~~.£~i, S~CZOY'c;I'~y. ~\-~.~ nos ar-e at. .... i sk f rom p'oacher:~.!l even in 
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protected areas; only the land itself has effective 1 Ei-'ga 1 
protection in Forest Reserves. Thirdly, news of ~~~ranslocat~on 
proj ec t wou I d at trac t poacher-s. Fourth 1 y, there mu~t be adequ~t.e 
funding to follow up the ·success, qr otherwise, of the project. 
Thi~ will involve a lon9-te~m commitment to radio-trac~i~g from 
aeroplanes. Fifthly, most' people it. Sabah would r.ot .have a 
chance to see the Rhinos. 

This may seem to be the ideal solution, but there are several 
problems. Firstly," there must be a commitment to long-term 
funding, running into millions of ringgits during the first few 
years alone and s~retching over' decades. Secondly, it is 
advisable to spread !the risk of."keeping all the.eggs in one 
bask.et 11 • The securirty! aspect s'.houl d not be underest i mated 
poachers ,., i 11 undoubted 1 y try to kill Rh i nos, whe_r-_~ver they· are 
situated Nithin Sabah. Also, disease ~ay §,.t...P-ike unexpectedly. 
Thirdly, capture must start as soon as possible. It will take 
time to raise .funds, erect:facilities and train personnel. 

(3) ~gQB.~r:.e!.lY~ project for captive etleding.s... with the Department 
Qf. Wilg!if~ snd ~ational Parka (Weal Malaysia) en!! th~ AAZPih 

The proposal for such a project ha~ been evolved over two y~ars 

of discuss ion. The part ies i nvo 1 ved' in draw'i rag up th i.s p'F-9pOsal 
are: 

\ , 
Game Branch (Wi ldl ife Section), Sabah Foy-est Depar:-tment -' tt-e 

agency resppnsible for wiAdlife cc~servation outside of ;~a~k5 
in Saba ..... 

Department of Wildlife and National Parks - the agency 
responsible for wildlife ~onservation in Peninsular Malaysia. 

International Union for Conservation of Nature - the agency 
responsible for advising en major international conservation 
issues, including captive breeding of endangered species. 

The American Association of Zoo Parks and Aquariums - an 
organisation representing many zoos in North America, ~ith 

a commitment to conservation, especially through captive 
breeding of endangered species. 

In October 1984, these four parties met in Singapore Zoo' with 
representatives of the official Indonesian wildlife agency and a 
British zoo, the latter two wishing to initiate a 5~milar p~oject 
with Rhinos in Sumatra. Aft,r thprough discussion of all the 
is~~es' ~~tav.ol":fd,~, .... ii.t' ~~s. a~ree.d. ~·:~t~M.ri~.CiPl.e. 'at t"~" m~.et .. it~~ that 
"'·Q} .. J.~~.:'JF9'iJ:'F".19Y. 9'f 1 '"f~1-tJ-· .. p~l~tlDns .. was' f.lrst . pr-10r-ity, 

- c:a.pt i vet ~'~. ; ... ··t$Jifl9 '. 'of: d~omed Rh ii'las s1jbul d . b~ done ~s a back~l:1p. 
Malaysj·.Q ~>. ',*l~ seek funding and {echnlcal adVice from the 
Ame~ican ~cis,; .. ttt~:.i. .. :J.e Indonesia atld the British zoo wo,uld 'ope~ate 
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it") parallel. Subsequerltl)" IUCN et1dor'sed the pt-·oposal. Since 
December 1984, Malaysia and a small group of U.S. zoos dedicated 
to the project have been developing a detailed plan. Malaysia 
has been negotiating as one unit. The IUCN has appointed a 
special coordinator to oversee the project. 

In prinCiple, the plan is to establish breeding facilities in 
Pen i nsu 1 ar Ma I a)'s i a at"! d Sabah. Once these· have been eiS tab I i shed, 
a proportion of Rhinos subsequently caught will be sent on loan 
to those U.S. zoos which have funded the projeit. This will 
serve not mere~y to pay back the zoos' financial input, but to 
spread the risk of disease or accidental death. The Rhinos will 
be r·egar·ded as a "world populatior. p

, and a certain amount of 
exchange of Rhinos is envisaged to counter the very serious and 
inevitable problem of genetic inbreeding, which is always 
encountered after more than one generation of captive breeding 
amoYI9 related irldividuals. Release of captive bred Rhinos is 
envisaged only once a successful captive world Rhino population 
is urlder ... ,ay, arid when ~9.egu&!te~ pr·otec.ted ar·eas ar·e avai 1 ab le 
in the ceuntr)' of origin. ~ 
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• _ TABIN WILDLIFE RESERVE - the largest 
remaining concentration of Rhinos .in 

o 
e 

.. ' 

Sabah (estimated at 15 -18 Rhinos ). 

_ Evidence of I or 2 Rhinos remaining. 

Locations where there is evidence Rhinos 
-were killed during the period 1980-

1984 inclusive. 
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FORESTI'RESERVESI OF SABA 

AND T ftf E I'f~ C L A S SII Fie A T ION S 
SCALE 

TYPES OF FOAES,T ,RESERVES AREAS IN HEctARES 
-'~ ," 

Cia .. I Prolocllon Forosl ____ !Wl 99,980 

elu. 11 • Commuclal Fore.l __ ~ 2,6T4.$TO 
Class III Domestic Fore51 ______ EBJ 7 • .150 

Clan IV"· Amonlty Foresl ______ D 20.TTO 

Claa. V MI norovo Foroll_ ---8 ~/6.460 
Class VI Virgin Junglo Foroll__ B8.~/0 
Class VII" Wildllle Rosorvo ______ D 141.200 
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The species of Rhinoceros occuring in Sabah is known-- as the 
Sumatran or Two-horned Asian Rhiraoceros (scientific name 
Ric~r:Qrhln~ ay:nH~tr~!!§is) • It also occur's in restricted par-ts of 
Pen i rasul ar Mal aysi a and Sumatr-a, but there have be.eri no re I i ab le 
reports from Kalimantan, Brunei or Sarawak for many years and it 
may be extinct in those areas. The form occuring in Sabah is 
regarded as a different race from those occuring elsewhere in 
Malaysia and Indone~ia. The Sumatran Rhinoceros is smaller than 
the other four species ,of Rhinoceros ~Ihich exist i'n Africa, India 
and Java, and is the ~nly hairy 'species. Unlike the other four 
species, it is a strictly forest-dwelling animal, which feeds 
mainly on the leaves of small forest trees. 

Formerly, this Rhinoceros was widespread througho~t South-east 
Asia. As a result of ruthless hunting over hundreds of years, it­
is now very rare and in serious danger of e~t.inction. ,-~;;i:t h-a5"­
been and cont.inues t.o be pers~cuted for all part.s of _th~ body and 
especially the hor-n, which is bel ieved to have stro:n9·m.edi:~inal 
p'ropE??rties. The situat.ion now is that. small_preeding':'pop""'l,~tions 
occur in-four areas: Tabira Wildlife Reserye in Sabah, \ Endau­
Rompin .... in Peninsular MalaYSia, and Gunung'Leuser National, Park 
and Gunung Kerinci in Sumatra. There are other ~reas where t.he­
species occtfrs, but wher'e nurnber-s are so small that there is 
little hope that it will survive. 

Even the four _la~ger populations are under continuous danger from 
illegal hunting and from "inbreeding", which means that 
increasing - nUTnbers of defective young are born, a prover. and 
inevitabJe result of small ~opulations. The Tabin po~ulation ~s 
estimated at about 20 Rhinos, which is alr'eady regar-ded as 
dangerously small for long-term survival. All four areas 
mentioned above are insecure from human population pressure and 
land development in the long-term future. 

There are several areas in Sabah (and in Peninsular Malaysia and 
Sumatra) where Rhinos are now living in very small numbers and 
isolated from the larger populations. These Rhinos are 
effectively extinct already, because they are no longer breeding. 
There is evidence that at least two Rhinos have been killed 
ill egall y every y,ear over the past five years in Sabah, both 
within and outside Tab1~ Wildlife Reserve. 
The death of every. Jndividualha~.n adverse effect on the 

• i ~- -
chances of survival !of ~he species. 

To mak!, use of ' the .i~Diat.ed, dDcm~ Rhinqs and help to save the 
speCies, - two main opt:icins are avai lable: either to ca.tch them and 
rielease t.hem in ~ p~otected Reserve or Park, or to catch t.hem for 
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breeding in captivity. The first op\ipn has \several 
disadvan~ages: none 0+ the existing Reserves~~re ideal, either 
because they are too small, or unsuitable for Rhinos, or 
irladequately protected; translocation of this kind attr·act5i:'" 

'poachers; expet' i ence of 1 ar·ge mammal s elsewhere s~o\·,s that they 
normally attempt to find their way ~ack to their ciri~inal home; 
the success or otherwise of the p~oject can~ot be j~~ged. The 
second option has several advantages: the Rhinos caught can be 
managed to maximise breeding rate; th~y are ~afer from poachers; 
perhaps most importantly, they can be seen .by people, both 
'Sabahans and foreign tourists. 

Captive breeding is proposed, therefore, as a means of helping to 
save the speci,es from extinction, ~ .. hi le at the same time 
attracting int~test from both local visiiors and foreign 
tOUt'" ists. 

Sif)ce ear'ly 1'983, attempts have be~n made to initiate a captive 
. b .... eed i n9 p .... Oj eet it.. Sabah. F i rs,t I y, the Amer i can Assoc i at i orl o.f 
'Zoo Parks and Aquariums (AAZPA) . proposed to f~nance capture' of 
Rhinos, 'with some of the captured at .. imals.~ .... emainin9 a~:?'a faC:'i,rfty 
in Sabah anc;l some going to Nqrth Amer·ican Zoos. A'lthough the 
Sabah Chief Minister gave his suppor~ in prinsiple ~to this, 
p""oposal in October- 1983, both the Sab~h Forest'Dep~,.!-ment at·ld 

- the Ame~ican'zoos were reluctant to go ahead, knowing that there 
'wa.$ objection from several .quarters both within Sab9.h and in 
·Peninsula..... Malaysia. -to Rh inos beil'"lg: allowed -', to leave Sabah. 
Eventuall~y, in Octobe'r· 1984, all pa.,..ties,. both Mal~ysian arid 
ipternational, with an interest in captive: breeding o~ Rhinos; 
met in Sin9apo,..e, wher·e an internati[;)nal cooperative pr·ogr·amme 
was .:worked, ou.t, irlvolvit)g Perlir,su-lar Malaysia, Sabah,' IndoneSia, 
zoos in U.S.A. and U.K., and th~ relevant interna.tiona.l body, the 
·Interna.~ional Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natu~al 

Reso~rces (I.U.C.N.). Subsequently, progress has stopped because 
the parties involved cannot agree on the amount 9f contribution 
to be made'by the U.S. zoos. It is possible that a separate 
agreement between a British zoo and the Indonesian wildlife 
agency, P.P.A., may go ahe~d, whereby Rhinos would be lo~ned from 
Sumatra to the British zoo. 

A copy of the main pOints resulting from the Singa.pore meeting is 
enclosed. Note that a9reement to captive breeding has been given 
by I.U.C.N., which views such a p,..oject as part of an 
international effort to preserve the speCies, along with 
p,..otection of wild populations in Reserves, and education. 

The five main 
Wildlif.e Reserve 

requirements for a 
ar·e: I 

captive fac i I i ty a.t Tabin 

- a commitme.nt"for, adequate fUYlding for an indefinite per'iod (at 
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1 east 5 )'e~rs). 

- a dedicated group 0+ personnel to locate, 
and maintain the Rhinos. 

capture, t .... anspor·t 

- a well-organised system Tor capture and transpo~t.t~9n 0+ 
Rh i rlos. .-

- a well-maihtained facility with constant supervision and 
adequate veterinary care. 

- access and ma~ketin9 to promote visitor use, 
tourists. 

These r-equ i r-eTnents a,-re /cons i der·ed separate 1 y be I ow. 

especially 

The e·xact" s"ite shou-ld be selected at an eat·-ly stage. A l'ikely 
choice would be where the Lipad River crosse~~th~.main I09gin9 
road which forTns the western poundary of" Tabin Wi ldl ife Reserve. 
(see map). This site has good access·, a permanent water supply" 
and a natural rnineral source (mud volcano) not far away·. ";?" ---' 

The fac i 1 i ty Houl d have three or four mai r. components:· 

- three or +~ur sma~J compounds for inte~sive care o.f newly 
captur-ed or sick Rhinos an"d for. visitor d'isplay_ 

- a large fe~ced area of e~sentiall)' natural habitat. 

- quarters Tor staff and visitors. 

- <possibly) a temporary facility for use in the 
while a" perm~nent facility is constructed and 
necessary. 

ear-l), stages 
TROd i f i ed if' 

Advice should be sought from zoos with Rhino breeding experience 
and from the Tamaraw captive breeding project in the Philippines. 

6. 

Exper-ience with other- large rnaTnrnals in tr-opical for"ests indicates 
that the Rhinos'will have to be trapped (anaesthetic da~t guns 
are impossible in conditions prevailing in Tabin). 
The first step will be to .locate Rhinos isolat~d outside the 
Reserve boundary. Offe~ing SUbstantial rewards for' information 
which ~esults in s~cces~ful c:aptur-e w~l be 'help-ful. Thet'e wi 11 
be at least one, s.nd p;ef~r-ably two or thr-ee,full-tiTne teams to 
construct traps and deal with caught Rhinos. They will be paid 
moder'ate salaries, with the promIse of 5iubstantial bonuses-for 
successf.~ I c~l?ture. ". T~h~Y . will be prov i'dad with a veh i cl e and 
r-ij.dio-cOmTRunication. Gathering materials -for traps' in the for'est 
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is extremely time-consuming and disturbing. An allocation 0+ 
funding to purchase timber or (:ut it from n~~ plantaticlrI land 
will have to be made. 

Ihgr:~ la nQ n~gg .i12 .·r:.!fEh Bh.i.n~§ i!:E!!1 .in.§. .1.1:.29.: .2r:~.2 .i9 t h~ 
!~£ili!~~ l~ i§ o+.i~n Qg.ite~ !.Q ~~low lh~ 19 .2&~imali~ .iQ 
~e t i Yil~ in 1h.§.ir: !!~1l~.§. ~§: ~ In the mean ---t:' i me , "J h i I e 
,acclimatisation is going'on; arrangements will be made to move 
the Rhino to Tabin. In most cases, the easiest way will be to 
construct a temporary road using hired skidder$ (tractors) from 
the nearest source. Possibly, Nuri helicopters will be needed 
for remote areas, but this is unlikely. 

Lorries or boat~ will be hired as necessary for transportation. 

It is strongly r~commended,that Mr Tony Parkinson, currently 
employed by the New York Zoological Society and working on a 
similar- pr-oj ec t in the Ph i 1 i pp i r.es, beast<ed to advise or, cap tur-e 
and transportation. 

Assemblir.g a team of sufficiently expler-ienc:ed an,<;f: dedic-a:ted 
personnel is not likel~ to be.easy. Experienced field workers; 
·lack crucial veterinar-y/biologi£;at' J<noloJ) edge, and vie.§. ~gr:g. It 
is essential that pro+essional advi'c~ is sought ... and, in 
partic~lar, there must be adequate veterinary care f~om the time 
o~capture. Giv~n the relatively huge~~alue of Rhin~ products, 
ther-e is always a da.nger- of del i.ber-ate "a'c:cidental deaths", 
especial~~ by casual! employee~. There must be at least one 
trustwor-thy staff member- pr-esent at all stag'es. Success car. be 

'6etter assured by o+fe~ing moderate sararies with large bonuse~' 
,for every l~ve Rhino caught. The following scheme r~ sU99~sted 

as a compromise to make use of local personnel where possible and 
also to-be flexible with changing circumstances: 

This person would +orm a key role in the early stages of the 
project. 
Duti~§: leading captur-e tearn(s); gather-,ing infor-matior. ft--om the 
public; supervising construction 0+ traps; planning logisitics of 
all field work; (possibly) supervising construction of a 
temporary facility at Tabin; maintaining captured Rhinos before 
transportation to Tabin. 
He may be retained indefinitely or transferred to the permanent 
faci I ily later". He should personally. visit the Tamaraw 
(Philippine wild cattl~) c~pture pnoject in Mindoro before 
commencing work in Sa~a.h. '. '. :.-

,f 

,~~, " ~ 

A Tni·n1;rmuTn -of ~'J- ~ and, p'he4-erably about 18 men, to be split into" 
i-.~~~xible teams. Team size and suitable personnel would be 

~!.t£. 
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refined with time. , . 
locate Rhinos; b u i 1 d trap s ; mai ntai n Rtd nos in traps; 

move Rhinos to Tabin. 

It is ~§§~ntl.eJ., if r-isks of death, irij ur-y or sicl<ness ar:e·'· to be 
minimised, that someone experienced in looking' after captive 
Rh i nos· be ot1 standby to oversee cat"'e of the Rh i no as soon as it 
is caught, and for·a period of several weeks. This person· would 
preferably be the Captive Facility Manager (see 4), below), but 
not necessarily. 

This post should be ~iiled by an· experienced Rhino 
least in the first year or two, until the facility 
smoothly . 

. -

keeper, at 
is ."'unning 

Initially, about 8 staff would be taken from the capture group, 
and replaced or exchanged as appropriate. Personnel must be 
selected ba!:fed on dedication to the work. .';;-' .' -.. -

.. 
Foreign expertise will be required (probably from U~S. or 
Europe~n zoos)' unti 1 the permanent Faci l·fty is running~ well;­
other&Olise, . the ris'< of deaths fr'orn .lac;.k of exper'ie'nce is 1 ik.ely., .... 
to be high. ·--Malaysian" pt-efer-ably Sabaharl, per-sonnel shduld·\be 
selected according to quality, and paid adequately. struct~re of 
staffing w"ill hav~ to be flexible. Apart from team leaders and 
other senior positions, personnel should be sought from'" rural 
parts of inte~ior·Sabah. 

These aspects can be worked out at a later stage; there is no 
need to do so now. Except for those with useful speci~list 

advice to contribute, visitors should be kept out of the project 
until there is a smoothly-operating permanent facility at Tabin. 

9 ) F u n&1.!l9 

See budget 
of ±~.n2..!..n9 
Unexpecte'd 
POSSibly, 
personnel. 

on attached sheet -._ ~g!.g .that ·1.1 iE' gn.!.:i S: ~Q!!9h idea 
r:g.9~!r:g.!!.. ' Tt..-e - ra.te o+c:.ap·tu,.-e :1 ~ uripred i c·tab le. 

p~ob)emsi ·may .- crop up in ·such . an unusua.l project. 
salaries will have to be increased to attract suitable 
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" 7 
If parties involved in pr·e-existing plans for captfve bt:.,~~dirag of 
Sabahan Rh i nos ar·e ignored, unr'l"ecessat'Y bad fee 1 i-f'tgs may be 
caused. Also, expert assistance may be required from some of 
those parties. Parties present at the Singapore meeting in 
October 1984 should be informed as soon as any concrete plans 
,material ise. 

The project provid,s a rare opportuhity for a:documentary film. 
This might be bi~seh to the historical/scientific side or towards 
promot~n9 tourism in Sabah, or both. A prof~ssjonal film maker, 
pr·efer'ably with wi ldl ife exper·ierlc;e shauld be hir"ed to make 
periodic visits to the project areas. 

Conservation Coordinator", Amet"'ican Associat.ion of Zoo Pat""ks ,and 
Aquar- i urns, AAZPA Corlservat i on Of'f ice,. Minnesota :-/Zoo I ogi-cal 
Garden, Apple Valley, MN 55124, U.S.A~ 

W.i 11 iarn G Con,"Jay, Ger,er-a1 Dir·ector, N~w "fork Zoological Park, 
'-, 185th .Street ~ Southern Bou1evat"'d, Bronx, NevJ York 104',60, U.S.A. 

./ 

Forest and Wildlife Conservation Branch, 
Term~ di -Caracalla, ~0100, Rome, Italy. 

Tony Pa'r·l< i rlson, Wh i te House, 
Occi~ente, Philippines. 

Sari Roque, 

\ , 
F.A.O., Via1e 

San Jo~e, Mindo~o 

Dr. Ulysses Seal, Chairman, Captive Breeding SpeCialist Group, 
IUCN!SSCj v.A. Medical Center, 54th Street & 48th Avenue South, 
Minneapolis, MN 55417, U.S.A. 

Dr-. Ray 
Zoological 

Si r i rRanne, 
Gardens, 

Veter i nar-y 
80 Mandai 

Health Officer, Singapore 
Lake Road, Singapore 2572. 

In addition to captive breeding of Rhinos, two other developments 
which might be considered for Tabin include: 

... 
The 7,.Teinb~dau tisc i ent it i c name BOa i2~g~1:,£l!~~ is Sabah' s nat i ve 
wild 'c~ttle species. The BaliCattle is t.he Indonesian 

'~,.' ,:~,>,_.:); dofn~sticated form of t~e., sa~' spe~ ... ies. ~'T'he Tembadau ft~ 
9 .. ~~_.t~"" .. ~~~ ~~:t ,!in}~;1adla:£tion 'because it is better adapted to ~',!"j. 
~f ~ca.l ·condi''Efcf. ~. "~n imported cattle bt""eeds, can feed on a wider '7~\~:~,,? 
~~1:'''t;'· .It..:~ 

.' ::-;--.. 7 

1', . ~.s 



range of food plants and produces meat more tende~.than that \ of 
Buffaloes. 

see "Little-known Asian Animals with a Promising Economic 
Future", BOSTID Report No. 46. . Available free of ch~rge from: 
Office of International Affairs (JH':-.217D), Natiorlal' Resear-ch 
Council, 2101 Constitution Avenue, Wash'in'gtot), D.C. 20418.-r"U:S.A. 

If properly controlled, hunting of deer and pigs might be 
permitted in specified parts of Tabin. If mineral licks are 
provided and increased food supply in the form of grassland for 
deer, the productivity of these, ariimals could be increased to 
permit sustained-yie)~ ~arvestin9. 

---
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Field Team Leader (M$3000 per rnonth) 
Captive Facility ManagerlVet (M$5000 p.m.) 
Capture Teams/Captive Facility staff 
(18 men at M$500 p.m.) 
Bonuses for success 
Temporary labour/rewards for i~formation 
Field expenses ~~o9d, medical etc.) 
Travel costs ,. ~ 

Consultancy Fees 

TOTAL 

3 longwheelbase vehicles (4-w.d.) 
Vehicle maintenance 
Camping equipment 
Materials for traps, holding areas 
~ire of tractors, lorries etc. 
R~dio-contact system 
Hire of helicopters for aerial ~urvey. 

Tem~orary facility for first Rhino 
Permanent facility 
Staff quarter·s 
Upgrading access and access maintenance 
Foodstuffs, medicines 
Visitor facilities 

TOTAL BUDGET FOR FIRST 3 YEARSJ 
;;...... 'g-

~1f'( 

. " ·.'t 9 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

.t 

" ...... ~ i 

108,000 
180,000 
324,000 

300,000 
120,000 
150,000 
25,000 
30,000 

1,207,000 

.;;; 130, .. Ooe:-
100,000 
.10,000 
200,000 
200,000 

10,000 
100,OQb 

750,000 

20,000 
300,000 
300,000 
50,000 
50,000 

100,000 

820,000 

! 
" 

11). 2,900,000 
041- ... .... 
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