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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SKY

9.50AM – 10.35AM

New York Times bestselling author  
Amie Kaufman is a YA favourite for her original
writing style and magnetic storytelling. Join
Amie as she delves deeper into her books, 
cowritten with Megan Spooner, The Other Side of 
the Sky and Beyond the End of the World, a genre 
bending mix of fantasy and science fiction, 
exploring the collision of technology and magic, 
science and faith and her experiences in  
writing them.

HIDDEN CITIES

10.45AM – 11.30AM

Set in Victorian London, life is not as it seems 
in Karen Ginnane’s gripping new series, Time 
Catchers. Follow the adventures of fourteen year 
old Ava as she discovers a hidden shadow city 
that exists in parallel time, and her frantic race 
against the clock to save the future of both worlds. 
Karen talks about using the real (historical) world 
as a jumping off place for the imagination to run 
wild. 

THE SURPRISING POWER  
OF…CHANGE

12.15PM - 1.00PM

Wai Chim is many things; author, ex-Survivor 
contestant, first generation Chinese-American 
and now Australian. She has experienced many 
changes in life, and incorporates this idea in all 
her novels whether it be the change of growing 
up as seen YA novel The Surprising Power of a Good 
Dumpling, or the changing political environment 
of your home as detailed in Freedom Swimmer. 
Join Wai, to see how facing change can be such a 
strong catalyst in stories.

15
SEPT

YEARS 
7 + THURSDAY

MAIN AUDITORIUM 

SUBIACO ARTS CENTRE

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: fantasy and science
fiction genres, recognise
and analyse the way that
characterisation, events and
settings are combined in
narratives, experiment with text
structures and language features
and their effects in literary texts,
foreshadowing.

General Capabilities: critical
and creative thinking, posing
questions, reflecting on
processes, imagining possibilities
and connecting ideas.

Themes: love, honour, betrayal,
destiny, choices, magic, myths,
science, faith, loyalty, courage.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: historical fantasy genre, 
explore ideas and viewpoints 
about events, issues and 
characters represented in texts 
drawn from different historical, 
social and cultural contexts, 
features of literary texts, imagery.

History: Victorian London, 
Industrial Revolution, identify 
points of view or perspectives.

General Capabilities: creative 
thinking, generating ideas, 
possibilities and actions.

Themes: friendship, loyalty, 
family, courage, healing, personal 
growth.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: explore ideas and differing 
viewpoints in texts drawn from 
different historical, social and 
cultural contexts, analyse text 
structures and language features of 
literary texts.

Civics & Citizenship: different 
systems of government, 
totalitarianism and democracy, the 
role of political parties, different 
perspectives about Australia’s 
national identity.

History: migration, refugees, the 
Chinese Cultural Revolution. 

Health: strategies for managing 
change, challenging racism, 
discrimination, prejudice.

General Capabilities: Intercultural 
Understanding: explore and 
compare cultural knowledge, beliefs 
and practices, demonstrate respect 
for cultural diversity. 

Themes:  resilience, bravery, loyalty, 
betrayal, friendship, loss, family 
relationships, choices, mental 
health, racism, identity, freedom.



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Amie Kaufman  

 
New York Times bestselling author Amie Kaufman is a science fiction and 
fantasy writer with degrees in history, literature and law and conflict 
resolution. She is currently undertaking a PhD in Creative Writing. Amie is 
the co-author of the Unearthed duology, Illuminae Files and the Aurora 
Cycle trilogy. Her novel, Aurora's End, is due for release in November 2021, 
and Beyond the End of the World in Jan 2022.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Beyond the End of the World 
Allen & Unwin 

 
Time to stop Inshara. Time to find a way between worlds. Time to find each 
other again. 
 
Nimh still holds on to her divinity, if only by a thread. In her final 
confrontation with Inshara, the woman determined to take her place and 
rule Nimh's kingdom, both Nimh and her enemy were sent to the world 
above, in the cloudlands. 
 
Now North looks to the sky, left behind on the surface world. Desperate 
for a chance to join the girl he loves and save his world, North will stop at 
nothing to find a way back to his home in the sky-city of Ciel. Before it's 
too late to save anyone. 
 
But more awaits them in the world above than North or Nimh could ever 
expect. And as they come together and team up with allies from above 
and below, they face an ultimate test of their bond, their abilities, and 
their belief in each other in a quest to save their worlds. 
 

amiekaufman.com | AmieKaufmanAuthor | @amiekaufmanauthor | amiekaufman 

Credit: Christopher Tovo 

http://amiekaufman.com/
https://www.facebook.com/AmieKaufmanAuthor
https://www.instagram.com/amiekaufmanauthor/
https://twitter.com/amiekaufman
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Summary 

Two worlds, two hearts and a choice that will shape their fate forever. 

Prince North’s home is in the sky, in a gleaming city held aloft by intricate unknown 

technology. But North believes his sky island is sinking. Its engines are failing, and the 

key to saving his home is to venture to the place the engines were first created. 

Nimh is the living goddess of her people on the surface, responsible for providing 

answers, direction and hope. But in the midst of the surface’s worst crisis yet, a mist 

that spreads madness and poison, doubts have arisen among the people about Nimh’s 

divinity. She must find a way to manifest her power – before she is overthrown, and all 

is lost. 

North’s and Nimh’s lives are entwined – though their hearts can never be. Linked by a 

terrifying prophecy and caught between duty and fate, they must choose to either save 

their people, or succumb to the bond that is forbidden to them. 

Author style 

Told from a dual perspective – chapters alternate between Nimh and North’s view as 

events unfold – readers are drawn into the innermost thoughts of both main characters 

in a way that enhances their understanding and empathy. 

Use in the curriculum 

The Other Side of the Sky is Book 1 of a duology and is suitable for readers of high 

fantasy and science fiction genre study at secondary level. With vivid characters and a 

well written, fast-paced plot, it is likely to spark a lot of interest and enthusiasm. Senior 

students may find it useful for an independent study, comparing the book with other 

dystopian or science fiction titles. The well-known authors have a significant online 

presence, which can also assist research.  

September 2020 

ISBN 9781760637675 

Format: Paperback  

Recommended for 12-18-year-olds 

https://www.allenandunwin.com/resources/for-teachers
mailto:education@allenandunwin.com
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Themes 

magic • science • love • honour • betrayal • faith 

Classroom discussion and application 

Before reading 

Literary techniques 

Answer the following questions relating to narrative hooks and other literary techniques used in 

the story: 

• A narrative hook grabs the reader’s attention so that they will keep reading. What hooks can 

you find in the opening chapter of The Other Side of the Sky? [Hint: consider foreshadowing 

in the form of prophecy, mysterious worlds, a sense of menace.] 

• If the purpose of an opening chapter is to draw the reader into the story and make them 

want to read on, how would you rate this chapter and why did you assign that rating? 

• How would you describe the tone of the first chapter? Does this tone continue or change 

when we are introduced to North in Alciel? What might the change of tone tell us about the 

two different characters? 

• Define the terms ‘dual narrative’ and ‘omniscient narrative’. Why do you think the authors 

have used a dual narrative in The Other Side of the Sky? How might the story have differed if 

they had used an omniscient narrative? Which narrative do you prefer to read in general? 

• Try writing some one of Nimh’s chapters from North’s perspective and vice versa. How does 

changing the perspective/POV affect the plot, characterisation and tone of the chapter? 

• Do you think this book would be as enjoyable from a single POV? Why/why not? If you had to 

choose to read it from only one POV, whose would it be and why? 

• Like the narrative, there are many dual elements in the novel, the most obvious being the 

coexisting worlds of Nimh and North. How many other dual objects or concepts can you find 

in the novel? [Answer for Teachers: North’s two mothers, the twin moons of Miella and 

Danna, two powerful forces – magic and science, the two goddesses – Nimh and Inshara]. 

Why do you think the (two) authors might have emphasised dualism in the novel? 

• Consider the following quote from the text. Who do you think this girl is and what do you 

think is going to happen next in the story?  

“After I have been brought before the man who returned twenty years ago from 

the other side of the sky. There are things to be said between him and I. He has 

much to answer for—and I have much to do here.” [p 471] 
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Writing exercise 

Organise students in pairs and have them devise the plot of a short story involving two people. 

[Allow students to come up with as many different scenarios as possible to make the exercise 

engaging.] Have one student write one paragraph of the story, then the other student follow on 

in the next paragraph. Continue until the story is completed. Discuss what some of the challenges 

were writing together, how it impacted on the shape and events of the story, and what, if any, 

benefits came out of the process. 

Character profiles 

Compile a character profile on Nimh and North. Note what we are told about each when they first 

appear in the story, and what we discover about each as the story progresses. Discuss whether 

both characters are transformed in the novel or whether one changes more than the other. 

Discussion Questions: 

• Which world would you choose to live in: Nimh’s, where magic reigns but people struggle 

against starvation and mist disease, or North’s bureaucratic and highly engineered world but 

where scientific knowledge has been forgotten? 

• To what extent do you think the novel is successfully exploring the conflict between faith 

(religion?) and science? 

• Do you feel any sympathy for Inshara given she has suffered during her childhood? 

• In what ways are Nimh and Inshara similar and in what ways are they different? 

• In what ways is Nimh and North’s search for their place in the world like other YA novels you 

have read? 

• Who do you think is the most interesting character in the novel? 

 

After reading 

After finishing the novel, design a new cover to incorporate as many of the story’s key themes as 

possible. Remember, covers are more than an image, so carefully consider other aspects such as 

the font you want to use, the size of the title and authors’ names, perspective and framing. Pitch 

your cover idea to the rest of the class and explain why you have chosen each of these elements. 
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About the authors 

Amie Kaufman and Meagan Spooner are long-time friends 

and sometime flatmates who have travelled the world (but 

not yet the galaxy), covering every continent between 

them. Amie, who is the co-author of the Illuminae Files 

and the Aurora Cycle series, lives in Melbourne, Australia. 

Meagan, who is also the author of the Hunted trilogy, lives 

in North Carolina in the US (though she considers herself 

an honorary Aussie). Together, they are the authors of 

These Broken Stars and the rest of the Starbound trilogy. 

You can find them at www.amiekaufman.com and 

www.meaganspooner.com 

 

 

A word from the Megan Spooner  
 

‘The intersection of science and faith was one of the initial inspirations for the entire book. Amie and 

I often write about two main characters from different worlds, and in this book we wanted that to 

include diametrically opposed understandings of the universe. At the beginning, it seems as though 

the two characters will never agree, but as the book goes on both are forced to re-evaluate what 

they “know” to be true. The Other Side of the Sky is certainly a book about how nothing is truly 

binary, and that to cling to that preconception can only prove foolish in the long run.  

’Another inspiration was the idea of writing a romance between 

characters who couldn’t touch. It was written in alternating 

points of view, with Amie Kaufman largely writing much of 

North’s prose, and me writing Nimh’s. That said, when we revise, 

we both work on each other’s stuff, so by the end of our books, 

it’s often difficult to tell who wrote what. Because we live on 

opposite sides of the planet, our collaboration is almost entirely 

virtual/online – something everyone is having to get used to 

now, unfortunately. But it’s never slowed us down!’ 

– Megan Spooner  

 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Karen Ginnane 
 

Karen Ginnane is an Australian author for middle grade and 
young adult readers. Her debut historical fantasy adventure 
novels When Days Tilt and its sequel When Souls Tear are part 
of the Time Catchers series published by Penguin Random 
House. 
 
Karen has been variously employed as a freelance copywriter, a 
marketing director for Paramount Pictures in London, a grain 
weighbridge operator in rural WA, a swimming teacher, a life 
model, a deckhand in Chile and an English teacher in Japan. 
She’s also taught creative writing, published short stories and in 
2020 received an Invited Residency to Varuna National Writers’ 
House for When Souls Tear. 
 
Karen runs a tour operator business with her husband, who is a 
Londoner, and lives in Melbourne with him and their two 
children. And two cats. 

 
 

When Days Tilt 

Penguin Random House 
 

Follow 14-year-old Ava, a reluctant watchmaking apprentice in 
1858 London - the biggest city the world has ever seen. It's fast, 
furious and often brutal. The latest terror is that people are 
disappearing into thin air - when they return, they are damaged. 
Their souls are torn. 
  
One day Ava stumbles across a shocking revelation that turns 
her life upside down. Ava has to discover who she really is and 
how she is connected to Donlon, a twisted mirror version of 
London - and with the mysterious disappearances in London... 
 
When Days Tilt and When Souls Tear make up the Time 
Catchers duology; an historical fantasy adventure set in 
Victorian London and a strange parallel city. When Days 
Tilt is Karen Ginnane's debut novel, published by Penguin 
Random House Australia in July 2021. The sequel When 
Souls Tear is released in May 2022. 

www.karenginnane.com | Karen.ginnane | @ginannekaren | kjginnane 

Credit: Breanna Dunbar 

https://www.karenginnane.com/
https://www.facebook.com/karen.ginnane/
https://www.instagram.com/ginnanekaren/
https://twitter.com/kjginnane


Karen Ginnane 

https://www.penguin.com.au/articles/3100-history-magic-and-london 

History, magic and London 
Karen Ginnane on the inspiration for her debut YA 
novel, When Days Tilt. 

The very first character in When Days Tilt was London itself. 

To many Aussies, London is familiar. Through books, through TV series, 

through stories, through pictures. But it’s not just the cultural familiarity. 

That old, old city – much older than any city we have in Australia (though a 

mere baby alongside Australia’s ancient Indigenous culture) has a feeling 

of being sprung from the land. Parts of it are sunk so deep into itself that 

nothing can change it – no town planning, no gentrification, no number of 

trendy cafes or bars. London is no longer coal-stained and even the most 

mean and pinched terraces now command banker salaries – but still. Still. 

An uneasy wind still shrills over Blackheath, once dreaded for its murders, 

no matter how pretty its glossy village. Pause near the Greenwich 

Observatory and look down over the Thames and hear the ghosts murmur. 

Wander the docklands and feel the shiver from the old brick warehouses, 

and the cemeteries. Have you been to mossy Nunhead Cemetery, with its 

gothic tumbled angels swallowed by greedy green growth? You’re being 

watched, there. 

And the Thames! Go down at low tide and poke around with the mudlarkers 

and you’ll find clay pipes from Shakespeare’s time and oyster shells from 

Victorian meals. Bits of ceramic and iron, luminescent old glass, maybe a 

Roman coin. It’s all down there, bumping around together. Like London 

always has. 



As an Australian, I was used to young cities perched awkwardly on old 

land, with not much in common between the two. In London, the city and 

the land have grown into each other, a bit like those green tendrils 

wrapping themselves around gravestones in Nunhead Cemetery. There 

were stories upon stories here, all woven together over time. I had the 

strongest feeling that I was just a drop in a vast human ocean, walking old 

roads where millions have trodden, for the tiny blip that was my time there. 

Strangely enough, When Days Tilt started out as a contemporary novel. 

The characters all bubbled up from the ground of London itself, but it wasn’t 

until I put the story in 1858 that it really came to life. 

The thing about Victorian London is that it’s known. Right? It’s quite 

probably the most documented period of English history, largely thanks to 

the magnificent Charles Dickens. We peer back at it through the prism of 

his well-loved stories and it’s nostalgic – grim, sooty and familiar. But living 

through it would have been more like Blade Runner. Being in Victorian 

London at the time would have felt dizzyingly fast, futuristic, breath-taking, 

dystopian and unbelievable. This was the idea that really grabbed me 

about Victorian London. The world had never changed so fast, ever, and 

London was at the forefront of that. New, world-tilting ideas were emerging 

(like Darwin’s theories of evolution) and magic and mysticism held sway 

alongside science and technology. Serious people of science also believed 

in the occult at that time. It’s not surprising that this book also interweaves 

solid historical reality with magic and strangeness. 

The wonderful thing about history is that it lets you look at what has 

changed and what has not. It shows you your own world in a new light, and 

it shows you that change is both possible and inevitable. History is just life 



with the perspective of distance. You can only truly understand the present 

by knowing the road that led here. 

When Days Tilt is a historical fantasy adventure, but it is also about time 

and how we use it, truth-finding (both in yourself and in the world around 

you), the importance of found family, and alternative ways of powering the 

world (Donlon’s electricity comes from sun, wind and water and there is no 

internal combustion engine). It does all this from the viewpoint of a young 

girl and a damaged boy, neither of them privileged, neither of them with a 

voice at that time. You can use history (and also fantasy) to talk about very 

real and contemporary concerns. 

Ursula le Guin said, ‘We read books to find out who we are,’ and Lord 

Byron said, ‘The best prophet of the future is the past.’ I agree one hundred 

percent with both of them, and also with Michael Crichton, the inventor of 

Jurassic Park, who I will let have the last word: ‘If you don’t know history, 

then you don’t know anything. You are a leaf that doesn’t know it is part of 

a tree.’ 



Karen Ginnane 

https://www.penguin.com.au/articles/3101-research-rabbit-holes  

Research rabbit holes 
Karen Ginnane on the fun facts she learnt while 
writing When Days Tilt. 

If you’re going to write about the past, you have to research. It’s a dry, 

dusty old word, conjuring up images of dull old books and stern academia – 

but nothing could be further from the truth. It’s a treasure trove, one of the 

best things about writing somewhere you can’t know yourself. Hours and 

days down various rabbit holes – HALLELUJAH for the internet – but also 

books and conversations with knowledgeable people. It’s addictive; I spend 

way too long on research, lovingly collecting fascinating little nuggets. 

Some of these never find their way onto the page but they still warm the 

cockles of my nerdy little heart. For example: 

The incredible population explosion in London in the nineteenth 

century. In 1801 London was about 5 miles across east to west and home 

to under one million people; by the end of the nineteenth century it had 

ballooned to seventeen miles across and contained 6.58 million people – 

nearly 7 times as many. It would never grow so fast ever again and at this 

time it was the biggest city the world had ever seen. 

London was filthy. The Great Stink of 1858, directly connected to the 

enthusiasm with which millions of Londoners adopted the new technology 

of the flushing toilet – which all sluiced directly into the Thames. The result 

was as disgusting as you might imagine and turned the river into an open 

sewer. It was unimaginably vile for years until 1858, when the hottest 

summer on record produced a stench that drove the Members of 

Parliament out from the House of Commons in disgust, but also in fear of 



their lives. Back then, people believed that disease was caused by bad air 

– miasma. This was the turning point for the colossal engineering project 

that was building the London sewers and river embankments. 

Cemeteries were beyond disgusting. As London’s population exploded, so 

did the overcrowded city graveyards. Until the great ‘Garden Cemeteries’ 

were built around the outskirts of London from the 1830s, there were too 

many bodies to fit in the graveyards (especially after a deadly cholera 

outbreak). Graves were dug up to make way for new bodies and in the 

worst cases the graveyards were ‘a mass of putrefaction.’ The rotting 

bodies would produce ‘corpse gas’ which on occasion would build up and 

cause coffins to explode. 

Time doesn't fly if you're a fly. Animals with smaller bodies and faster 

metabolic rates perceive time more slowly than we do, so they can absorb 

more information per second. That’s why flies excel at dodging that rolled 

up newspaper with such apparent ease (anyone seen The Matrix? It’s like 

the ‘bullet time’ sequence). They have their very own time bubbles. 

Before railways, the fastest a human being had ever travelled in the 

history of the world was at the speed of a galloping horse. Steam-

powered passenger railways operated from around 1830 and at first people 

thought that the dizzying speeds (up to 65km/h) would make passengers 

unable to breathe, or that the vibrations of the wheels on the tracks would 

damage the brain. ‘Railway madness’ was feared, with many accounts of 

the derangement caused by rail travel, such as the Scottish aristocrat who 

stripped naked during a train ride and leaned out the window, ranting and 

raving. When the train stopped, he regained his composure and quietly 

disembarked. 



Queen Victoria was a party girl. We think of Queen Victoria as a dumpy, 

grumpy old woman. In fact, she was just eighteen when she was crowned 

queen and many of the years of her long reign were as a young woman 

who loved music, parties and dancing all night. She was romantic and 

emotional and loved to gossip. She was charming, very affectionate, 

formed strong attachments to other people including servants, adored 

animals (she was obsessed with lion tamers) and loved to sing opera. She 

was also smart and stubborn and would fly into rages – which her husband 

Albert called her ‘combustibles.’ She adored Albert (and his fine physique) 

and when he accepted her queenly marriage proposal she gushed in her 

diary, ‘Oh! To feel I was, and am, loved by such an Angel as Albert was too 

great a delight to describe! He is perfection; perfection in every way – in 

beauty – in everything … Oh! how I adore and love him, I cannot say!!!’ 

Oh, and she also survived eight assassination attempts. 

Lastly (and very appropriately for When Days Tilt), Victorian Londoners 

were obsessed with time. As towns became connected by rail, people had 

to know what time it was in different places. Back then there was no 

standardised time, so every town had a different clock reading, with 

variations of up to half an hour. This soon got really complicated and 

standardised Railway Time was brought in in 1840 (Greenwich wouldn’t 

become the centre of time in Britain until 1851, and of the world until 1884. 

There was a famous Time Lady who used to deliver Greenwich time to 

businesses all over London – see if you can spot her in my book!). Also 

because of the railways, people no longer have to live near their work and 

so the commuter was born, as were regulated working hours, as was the 

clocking on machine in 1885.The new telegraph also dramatically 

compressed time; for the first time, people could instantly communicate 

across miles. At the end of the century, 'Time is Money' was emblazoned 



on the cover of a Tube map. Life sped up for everyone and has never 

slowed down since. 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Wai Chim 
 

Wai Chim is a first generation Chinese-American from New 
York City, who now calls Sydney home. Freedom Swimmer 
was Wai’s YA debut novel and was shortlisted for the 
inaugural Readings 
 
Young Adult Book Prize. Her latest novel, The Surprising 
Power of a Good Dumpling, was published in 2019. Most 
recently, Wai was a contestant on Channel 10’s Survivor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Surprising power of a good dumpling  

Allen & Unwin 
 
Anna Chiu has her hands pretty full looking after her brother 
and sister and helping out at her dad's restaurant, all while 
her mum stays in bed. Dad's new delivery boy, Rory, is a 
welcome distraction and even though she knows that things 
aren't right at home, she's starting to feel like she could just 
be a normal teen. But when Mum finally gets out of bed, 
things go from bad to worse. And as Mum's condition 
worsens, Anna and her family question everything they 
understand about themselves and each other. 
 
This nourishing tale about the crevices of culture, mental 
wellness and family was the winner of the Indie Book 
Awards. 

www.waichim.com | waichimauthor | @onewpc | onewpc 

https://www.waichim.com/
https://www.facebook.com/waichimauthor/
https://www.instagram.com/onewpc/
https://twitter.com/onewpc
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The Surprising 

Power of a 

Good 

Dumpling 
By Wai Chim 
 

 
 

 

Summary 

Anna Chiu has her hands pretty full looking after her brother and sister and helping 

out at her dad's restaurant, all while her mum stays in bed. Dad's new delivery boy, 

Rory, is a welcome distraction and even though she knows that things aren't right at 
home, she's starting to feel like she could just be a normal teen. 

But when Mum finally gets out of bed, things go from bad to worse. And as Mum's 
condition worsens, Anna and her family question everything they understand about 

themselves and each other. 

 

 

This book, in addition to exploring mental illness and its impact on relationships, also 

looks at the Chinese-Australian diaspora and more complex race relationships. It looks 

at first love, sibling relationships and mother-daughter relationships. It also deals with 
the question of life after high school and how to navigate choices and expectations 

within the education system. 

Use in the curriculum 

Suitable for use in Year 9, 10 and 11 English classrooms – teachers should be aware 
that mental illness of a parent is a significant theme. 

Addresses the general capabilities of Literacy, Critical and Creative Thinking, Personal 
and Social Capability, Ethical Understanding and Intercultural Understanding. 

Appropriate as an ‘Own Voices’ narrative – author is Chinese-Australian. 

The themes of this novel will strike a note with many students who are first- or 
second-generation migrants. 

School, and career advice from teachers, is a real part of the characters’ lives. 
 

  August 2019 ISBN 9781760631581  

  Paperback 

  Recommended for 12-16-year-olds 

 

https://www.allenandunwin.com/resources/for-teachers
https://www.allenandunwin.com/resources/for-teachers
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Themes 

• family • mental health • taboos • responsibility 

• second generation Australians • food • school 

Discussion questions 

1) The novel is written from Anna’s point of view, with the exception of Ma’s chapters at the 
opening and closing of the story.  

• Why do you think Wai Chim chose Mrs Chiu’s voice at these points? Did it make you 
feel more sympathy for Mrs Chiu after reading her inner thoughts and torments? 

• How might you have felt about her if her voice had not been included in the book? 

2) Just as Anna searches for ‘signs’ to gauge her mother’s mental state, there are a lot of 

clues in the first chapter that tell us about the personalities of Anna and her sister, Lily. 

• Find two traits for each character and match this trait with the ‘clue’ in the chapter. 

3) ‘The shadows of the leaves on the wall bend to the right … Or maybe they’re just 

freaking leaves.’ (pp. 3-5) 

• Find two examples of the following literary devices in the extract: 

o Simile 

o Metaphor 

o Personification 

o Imagery 

4) Both Miss Kennedy, Anna’s pathways advisor, and Miss Holloway, Michael’s primary 
school librarian, want the best for their students, but take very different approaches to 

working with individual personalities. 

• How would you describe these approaches and which do you think is the more valid? 

• What more general point do you think Wai Chim might be making about the K-Year 

12 education system in Australia? 

• Does your own experience of school support this view? 

5) Why do you think Wai Chim chose Macbeth as the play that Anna is studying (and that 
Rory feels so passionately about)? 

6) ‘It’s an annoying nickname. When we first moved to Ashfield, kids at school used to call 
me that, because I never went to Chinese school,’ I explain. ‘Banana is yellow on the 

outside, white on the inside. Like “Twinkie” in America … Thankfully, Rory doesn’t ask any 

more questions. For now.’ [pp. 130-131] 

Racism is a major theme in The Surprising Power of a Good Dumpling and is depicted as 

existing within cultural groups, as well as between cultural groups. 

• Discuss in relation to how Anna is treated by ethnic Chinese kids when she arrived in 

Ashfield, her own parents’ views about ‘mainland’ Chinese people and non-Chinese 
Australians, as well as the racism (microaggression versus overt) she experiences 

from non-Chinese Australians. 

7) Why do you think Anna’s father ignores his wife’s illness throughout much of the novel? 

Do you think his attitude is indicative of our broader society’s attitude to mental health? 
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8) ‘I’ll never cease to be amazed by the surprising power of a good dumpling.’ (p. 373)  

Wai Chim could have ended her story at this ‘happy ending’ point in the novel but chose to 
continue the story and have Anna’s mother relapse. Why do you think she chose to do this, 

and do you think it makes the novel stronger? 

9) Where do you stand on the #OwnVoices issue? Do you think an author’s identity and/or 
experiences are important factors when considering the validity of a book? What are the 

pros and cons of the #OwnVoices movement? There are many articles on the internet about 
this issue but these are a good starting point: 

http://www.corinneduyvis.net/ownvoices/ 

https://www.readbrightly.com/why-we-need-diverse-authors-in-kids-ya-lit/ 

https://www.refinery29.com/en-us/2019/04/228847/own-voices-movement-ya-literature-impact 

Author’s inspiration/comments etc 

‘The inspiration behind The Surprising Power of a Good Dumpling is definitely personal 

experiences. This is probably the most honest book that I have ever written – also the most 
difficult. It’s written for the real life “Anna” – young Asian-American/Australians who might 

have experiences at home that they don’t have the language to articulate. But I think it speaks 

to a wider audience than even this, as so many of us have some contact or personal 
relationships with mental illness. 

‘Our ability to speak to mental illness is so limited – it’s met with so much fear, 
misunderstanding and misrepresentation, when it should be met with love and compassion. It 

would mean the world to me if this book helps to bring that to life.’ 

— Wai Chim 

The Author 

Wai Chim is a first-generation Chinese-American from New York 

City. She grew up speaking Cantonese at home and absorbing 
Western culture through books, TV and school. She spent some 

time living in Japan before making Sydney, Australia, her 

permanent home. Her previous books include the Chook Chook 
series and Shaozhen, part of the Through My Eyes: Natural 

Disaster Zone series. Her novel Freedom Swimmer was short-
listed for the inaugural Readings Young Adult Book Prize and the 

Sakura Medal, and was a Children’s Book Council Notable Book. 
In addition to writing, Wai works as a digital producer/web 

developer for The Starlight Children’s Foundation.  

http://www.corinneduyvis.net/ownvoices/
http://www.corinneduyvis.net/ownvoices/
https://www.readbrightly.com/why-we-need-diverse-authors-in-kids-ya-lit/
https://www.readbrightly.com/why-we-need-diverse-authors-in-kids-ya-lit/
https://www.refinery29.com/en-us/2019/04/228847/own-voices-movement-ya-literature-impact
https://www.refinery29.com/en-us/2019/04/228847/own-voices-movement-ya-literature-impact


 
 

 

 

 

 

Activities: 

https://www.waichim.com/diy-chinese-paper-lantern/ 

https://www.waichim.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/ColourSheetLion.pdf 

https://www.waichim.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/ColourZodiac.pdf 

https://www.waichim.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/FoodSheet.pdf 

 

 

Additional Reading: 

https://www.waichim.com/asia-literacy-resources/ 

 

Video: 

 

 

 

https://www.waichim.com/diy-chinese-paper-lantern/
https://www.waichim.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/ColourSheetLion.pdf
https://www.waichim.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/ColourZodiac.pdf
https://www.waichim.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/FoodSheet.pdf
https://www.waichim.com/asia-literacy-resources/
https://youtu.be/4_7ucobBqa0
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