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REACH FOR THE STARS

9.50AM – 10.35AM

Stella wants to be an astronaut, there’s only 
one small (or in this case large) problem… Stella 
is an elephant. Much-loved children’s author 
and illustrator James Foley’s new picture book, 
Stellarphant is a glorious celebration of difference, 
equality and the hero in all of us. Join James for 
storytelling and live drawing as he shares Stella’s 
remarkable gravity defying journey. 

BUSH MAGIC

11.00AM – 11.45AM 

Bush adventure day with Grandpa is Jarrah’s
favourite day of the week. But what happens
when, on one of their special days, the sun forgets
to shine? Blending the real with the imagined,
author and illustrator Kylie Howarth’s latest
picture book takes the reader on a most magical
adventure that explores the wonders of the native
bush and the importance of family connection.

UNCOVERING  
BACKYARD WONDERS

12.30PM – 1.15PM

First Nations author and illustrator Helen 
Milroy brings the backyard to life with a 
charming look at all of the creatures that share 
our homes. A companion book to Backyard Bugs 
and Backyard Birds, Backyard Beasties uncovers 
more creatures from clucking chickens to licking 
lizards. Join Helen and her friendly puppet Honey 
Possum for a session that celebrates the wonder 
that can be found on our doorstep.

15
SEPT

YEARS 
1 – 2 THURSDAY

THE STUDIO 

SUBIACO ARTS CENTRE

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: visual literacy, visual 
representation of characters 
action, reactions, speech and 
thought processes in narratives, 
vocabulary choices, literature  
and context.

Science: earth and space 
science, observable changes 
occur in the sky, the solar system, 
forces and motion, gravity.

Visual Arts: appreciation of the 
choices made when creating 
artwork, experimentation with art 
techniques and processes, e.g. 
line, space, form and colour.

Health: personal strengths and 
how these change over time, 
feelings, diversity.

Themes: heroes, overcoming 
adversity, diversity, 
discrimination, dreams, 
aspiration.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: narrative writing,
adventure stories, picture books,
how authors create characters
using language and images,
recreating text imaginatively
using drawing and writing.

Science: biological science,
physical features of living things,
animal habitats.

Visual Arts: exploration of
techniques and art process,
colour, line, shape, texture.

General Capabilities: creative
thinking, imagining possibilities
and connecting ideas.

Themes: family, animals,
adventure, imagination.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: respond to texts drawn 
from a range of cultures and 
experiences, visual language in 
informative text, recreating texts 
imaginatively using drawing and 
writing. 

Science: biological science, living 
things have a variety of external 
features, habitats of living things, 
living things grow and change, 
observation skills. 

Visual Art: exploration and 
experimentation with the visual 
arts elements of shape, line, 
colour, space and texture and 
how these are used in the 
environment.

Cross-Curricular Priorities: 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander histories and cultures. 

Themes: Insects, observing 
nature, Aboriginal connection 
to land.



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

James Foley 
 

James Foley makes children’s books for children who read 
books. James illustrated the infamous My Dead Bunny; 
created the graphic novels Brobot, Dungzilla, Gastronauts, 
and Chickensaurus; and illustrated the Toffle Towers  
chapter books. His latest release is a picture book  
called Stellarphant. 
 
James also illustrated Total Quack Up!, an anthology of 
funny short stories written by authors such as Paul Jennings 
and Jacqueline Harvey, with proceeds going to charity. 
James’s earlier books My Dead Bunny, In the Lion, The Last 
Viking and The Last Viking Returns have all scored several 
honours, including children’s choice awards, shortlistings  
in the Children’s Book Council of Australia Book of the Year 
Awards, and selection to the International Youth Library’s 
White Ravens list. 

James is an ambassador for Books in Homes and Room To 
Read Australia. He is a massive Marvel movie nerd. He 
comes from a long line of queuing enthusiasts. 

 

 
Stellarphant  
Fremantle Press 

 
Stella the elephant is fighting interstellar discrimination one 
pachyderm at a time! Stella wants to be an astronaut.  
There is only one problem: Stella is an elephant. Every time 
she applies to Space Command, they come up with a new 
reason she can’t join. But where there’s a will, there’s a  
way and Stella is determined to reach for the stars. 

www.jamesfoley.com.au | jamesfoleybooks | @jamesfoleybooks | jamesfoleybooks 

Credit: Jessica Wyld 

http://www.jamesfoley.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/jamesfoleybooks
https://www.instagram.com/jamesfoleybooks/
https://twitter.com/jamesfoleybooks


 
 

 
  1 TEACHING NOTES: STELLARPHANT 

STELLARPHANT 
JAMES FOLEY 
ISBN (HB): 9781760990732 
Year level: K–3 

ABOUT THE BOOK  

Heroes come in all shapes, sizes and species. Stella wants to be an 
astronaut. There is only one problem: Stella is an elephant. Every time she 
applies to Space Command, they come up with a new reason she can’t 
join. But where there’s a will, there’s a way, and Stella is determined to 
reach for the stars. Does she have the right stuff? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

James Foley writes and illustrates picture books, middle-grade novels and 
comics for kids. He’s the author/illustrator of the S.Tinker Inc. graphic novel 
series for middle-primary readers: Brobot, Dungzilla, Gastronauts and 
Chickensaurus star Sally Tinker, the world’s foremost inventor under the 
age of twelve, and Joe Tinker, her stinky baby brother. James also 
illustrated the Toffle Towers series written by Tim Harris; the cult favourite 
and CBCA-shortlisted My Dead Bunny; and its follow-up, There’s 
Something Weird About Lena. James contributed to Total Quack Up! and 
Funny Bones, both anthologies of funny stories with proceeds going to 
charity. His earlier books In the Lion, The Last Viking and The Last Viking 
Returns have all scored several honours, including children’s choice 
awards, shortlistings in the Children’s Book Council of Australia Book of 
the Year awards, and selection to the International Youth Library’s White 
Ravens list. James is an ambassador for Books in Homes and Room to 
Read. He is a massive Marvel movie nerd. He comes from a long line of 
queuing enthusiasts. 

THEMES 

 Space travel 
 Courage 
 Determination 
 Perseverance 
 Discrimination 

 Diversity 
 Equality 
 Equity 
 Feminism 

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM OUTCOMES 

K–3 English 
K–3 Earth and Space Sciences 
K–3 Visual Art 

USEFUL WEBSITES 

 Author website: jamesfoley.com.au 
 Author Twitter: twitter.com/Jamesfoleybooks 
 Author Facebook: facebook.com/jamesfoleybooks 
 Author YouTube: youtube.com/jamesfoleybooks 
 Author Instagram: instagram.com/jamesfoleybooks 
 Cartooning Worksheet for Primary Students: 

jamesfoleyillustrations.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/faces_part_1.pdf 
 NASA for Students in Kindergarten to 4th Grade: nasa.gov/stem/forstudents/k-4/index 
 Astronaut Selection: nasa.gov/content/astronaut-selection-program 
 NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory: jpl.nasa.gov/edu/teach/tag/search/Rockets  

 



 
 

 
  2 TEACHING NOTES: STELLARPHANT 

CLASSROOM IDEAS 
Discussion questions 

1. Why do you think the author chose the name Stella for the lead character? Is it simply because it 
rhymes with ‘ele’ in ‘elephant’? (Hint: What does this particular name mean?)  

2. Why do you think the title of the book is ‘Stellarphant’? (Hint: What are the two possible meanings of 
the word ‘stellar’? How does each relate to the story?) 

3. What does an astronaut do? What do you think would be the best thing about this job? What do you 
think would be the hardest part? Would you like to be an astronaut? 

4. The managers at Space Command reject Stella’s application several times. How would you feel if you 
were Stella? Why do you think she refuses to give up on her dream?  

5. What does the word ‘discrimination’ mean? Stella faces discrimination because of her size and her 
species. Have you ever been discriminated against? How did this make you feel? Why is it important 
not to discriminate against others or judge someone based on their appearance? 

6. What do the words ‘perseverance’, ‘resourcefulness’, ‘determination’ and ‘resilience’ mean? Can you 
find examples in the story where Stella demonstrates each of these qualities? Can you think of a time 
when you have showed each of these qualities?  

7. Look closely at the titles of the books Stella studies for astronaut training (Orbital Mechanics, 
Aerospace Engineering, Rocket Science). Why would each of these be useful? Use an appropriate 
online dictionary to locate the meanings of any words you don’t understand.  

8. Why do you think scuba-diving is also part of Stella’s training? How might this help astronauts prepare 
for life in space?  

9. Why do you think the managers are still reluctant to approve Stella’s application even after she has 
found creative ways to meet all their requests?  

10. What does the word ‘epiphany’ mean? What epiphany does Stella reach?  
11. What is an ‘idiom’? How does the idiom ‘the elephant in the room’ add humour to the story? 
12. Visit the final page of the book, entitled ‘A True History of Animals in Space’. Can you list some of the 

different species have visited space? Why were they chosen? What jobs did they perform in space? 
Choose one animal from the hall of fame to research and write a report using the following 
subheadings: name, age, species, nationality, date/duration of mission/s to space, research purpose, 
photograph. 

13. What do you think might happen if a real elephant was sent to space? 
 
Visual literacy 

1. Design your own picture book about Stellarphant Aerospace’s next mission! Which animal astronauts 
will be part of the crew? Where will they travel in space? What is the purpose of their mission? What 
dangers will they face?  

2. Look carefully at how the images on each page of Stellarphant are divided up and presented. Some 
scenes are in rectangular shapes, and some are in curvy shapes. What shapes does the illustrator 
generally use to frame the scenes that take place in Space Command? What shapes does the 
illustrator generally use for the illustrations that take place while Stella is training? Why do you think 
James used these shapes for certain scenes and not others?   

3. Observe the colours that the illustrator used when illustrating Stellarphant. When an illustrator sticks 
to a certain group of colours it is called a ‘colour scheme’. Compare the colour scheme used in the 
Space Command scenes with the colour scheme used in Stella’s training scenes. How do the 
different colour schemes make you feel? Which makes you feel happier? Which colours feel ‘warmer’ 
and which feel ‘colder’? Why do you think the illustrator used these colour schemes for certain 
scenes? 

4. When Stella and her crew finally reach space, they go for a spacewalk and look down at the Earth 
below. This scene is the only one in the book that doesn’t have any words. Why do you think the 
author chose to not have any words in this scene?  

5. Compare the front endpapers (showing the Space Command Hall of the Hero) with the fold-out scene 
at the end of the book (showing Stellarphant Aerospace’s Hall of Astronauts). Compare and contrast 
these two scenes: consider the colour schemes, wall texture, frame shapes, frame arrangement and 
the types of characters that appear in the frames. How do these two spreads relate to the theme of 
discrimination and diversity in the book? 

6. What style has the illustrator used to illustrate Stellarphant – realistic or cartoon? What do you like 
about his style? How does he convey the characters’ thoughts and feelings? (i.e. find a page where 
one of the characters looks happy, determined, surprised, irritated, sad, confused or proud). Use the 



 
 

 
  3 TEACHING NOTES: STELLARPHANT 

‘Cartooning Worksheet for Primary Students’ available from the author’s blog to help you draw facial 
expressions and body language for your own characters. 

7. Stella dreams of becoming the first elephant astronaut. Design a recruitment poster advertising your 
own dream job. It should explain what the job involves and why you are passionate about it. 
 

Earth and space sciences 
1. Visit the webpage NASA for Students in Kindergarten to 4th Grade to answer the following questions:  

a. What is NASA?  
b. When was the first human flight to space?  
c. Who was the first ever animal in space? 
d. What is the International Space Station? When did the first astronauts arrive on it? How many 

people can live on it at one time? What research is conducted there? 
e. What is the Artemis Program?  
f. What is Orion?  
g. What is Juno? 

2. Write a biography of one of Australia’s three astronauts: Philip K. Chapman, Paul Scully-Power or 
Andy Thomas. What missions were they a part of? What research did they conduct? 

3. Write an imaginative diary entry about ‘A Day in the Life of an Astronaut’ on the International Space 
Station. What do you think would be some of the challenges of living in space? 

4. How do you become an astronaut in real life? (Hint: visit webpage Astronaut Selection.)  
5. Name the planets in our solar system and the order they extend from the sun. Working in pairs, use 

this knowledge to create a scale model. Then select one planet and create a fact sheet, poster or 
PowerPoint with the following information: name, position in solar system, discovery, axis rotation, 
size, gravity, orbit, surface conditions, atmosphere, temperature, distance from Earth, interesting 
facts, image. Ensure to include a reference list. 

6. Visit the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory’s education link to choose from a variety of primary-school 
activities where students can learn to design, build and launch paper rockets, observe how high they 
fly and improve their designs. 



© Stellarphant by James Foley published by Fremantle Press.  
For more fun and free activities, visit our website:  
fremantlepress.com.au/classroom-express.

9 781760 990992

Stellarphant Aerospace 
welcomes animals of 
all shapes and sizes 
to be a part of their 
space program. What 
animal would you like 
to send to space? 
Draw your animal and 
design them a suit in 
the space provided that 
will allow them to be an 
astronaut.



 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Kylie Howarth  

 
Kylie Howarth is a children’s author and illustrator who grew 
up in the country WA alongside her brother, dog, sheep, 
various orphaned kangaroos and one very cheeky echidna. Her 
books have been published in Australia, New Zealand, France, 
Korea, Turkey, US and UK and she has won and been shortlisted 
for various children’s book awards. Kylie’s latest book, Bush 
Magic is due for release early 2022. 
 

 
Bush Magic 
Walker Books 

Publishing May 2022 
 
Jarrah loves bush adventure day with Grandpa. It is her 
favourite day of the week. But on one of their special days, the 
sun forgets to shine and the two embark on a most magical 
adventure. 

 

 
Fish Kid 

Walker Books 
 

The second adventure of a rising superhero with super fishy 
powers. 

Trouble finds its way to Fish Kid’s shores once more in his 
second adventure! Will Fish Kid be able to find his missing Nan, 
hide his powers from Pops and save the day? Only with the 
help of Freckles the Mega Manta Ray! Full of real life fish facts 
and exciting illustrations, Fish Kid and the Mega Manta Ray is 
the perfect book for independent readers to dive in with. 

 

 
www.kyliehowarth.com| kyliehowarthcreative | @kylie_howarth | kylie_howarth 

https://www.kyliehowarth.com/
https://www.facebook.com/kyliehowarthcreative
https://www.instagram.com/kylie_howarth/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/kylie_howarth














 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Helen Milroy  

 
Dr Helen Milroy is a descendant of the Palyku people 
of the Pilbara region of Western Australia. She was 
born and educated in Perth and has a passionate 
interest in health and wellbeing, especially for children. 
She is currently a professor at UWA, a consultant child 
and adolescent psychiatrist, and Commissioner with 
the National Mental Health Commission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Backyard Beasties 
Fremantle Press 

From the author of Backyard Birds and Backyard Bugs, 
Helen Milroy’s latest picture book, Backyard Beasties, 
is designed to teach us all about the croaking, barking, 
screeching, mewling creatures that share our homes. 
From beastie besties, like the Pomeranian and the 
pussycat, to clucking chickens and licking lizards,  
the jewel-like illustrations will make this book a joy  
to share. 



 
 

 
  1 TEACHING NOTES: BACKYARD BUGS 

BACKYARD BUGS 
HELEN MILROY 
ISBN (HB): 9781760990282 
YEAR LEVEL: K–3 
CROSS-CURRICULUM PRIORITIES: Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander histories and cultures; Sustainability 

ABOUT THE BOOK  
From creepy crawlies to beautiful butterflies and kaleidoscopic Christmas 
beetles, Indigenous author and illustrator Helen Milroy returns to the 
backyard with a picture book destined to teach kids (and their handlers) all 
about the scurrying, scuttling, scooting, buzzing, zooming splendour of 
insects. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Helen Milroy is a descendant of the Palyku people of the Pilbara region of 
Western Australia. She was born and educated in Perth. Helen has 
always had a passionate interest in health and wellbeing, especially for 
children. Helen studied medicine at the University of Western Australia. 
She is currently a professor at the University of Western Australia, 
Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist, and Commissioner with the 
National Mental Health Commission. Helen was recently appointed as the 
AFL’s first Indigenous Commissioner. Her books for children include 
Wombat, Mudlark and Other Stories (2019) and Backyard Birds (2020). 

THEMES 
• Insects 
• Backyard animals 
• Observing nature 
• Celebrating nature 
• Connecting with your environment 

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM OUTCOMES 
K–3 English  
K–3 Biological Sciences  
K–3 Visual Art 

USEFUL WEBSITES 
• Australian Museum – ‘Insects’: https://australian.museum/learn/animals/insects  
• Australian Museum – ‘Spiders’: https://australian.museum/learn/animals/spiders 
• Australian Museum – ‘Are worms insects or animals’: https://australian.museum/learn/species-

identification/ask-an-expert/are-worms-insects-or-animals 
• Australian Museum – ‘Introduced snails in Australia’: 

https://australian.museum/learn/animals/molluscs/introduced-snails-in-australia 
• Australian Museum – ‘Pollination’: https://australian.museum/learn/animals/insects/pollination  
• Australian Museum – ‘Insect bites and stings’: https://australian.museum/learn/animals/insects/insect-

bites-and-stings 
• Backyard Buddies – ‘Bugs & Insects’: https://www.backyardbuddies.org.au/explore/bugs-and-insects 

  



 
 

 
  2 TEACHING NOTES: BACKYARD BUGS 

CLASSROOM IDEAS 
Discussion questions 

1. Backyard Bugs mentions ten different creatures (see the last page of the book for a picture of all ten). 
Which of these creatures is the slowest? Which is the fastest? Which of these have wings? Which 
creature (only one!) has eight legs? Which of these must we watch out for as they can sting or bite 
us? 

2. Which of these creatures have you seen before? Where did you see them? Do you remember what 
they were doing and how they behaved? 

3. What other small creatures have you seen around your area? Are they more common during a certain 
time of year? Do they come out during a certain time of day? 

4. Animals have more than one name. For example, the first animal in the book has the common name 
of ant. It has the scientific name of Formicidae. And it has the Indigenous name of bidit (this name 
is in the Noongar language of the Noongar people from the south-west of Western Australia). Some 
animals have several common names and several Indigenous names. What Indigenous languages 
are spoken in the area where you live? Find out insect names in these languages. 

5. What illustration style has Helen Milroy used in the book? Do any colours repeat in all the illustrations? 
6. Which is your favourite illustration in the book and why? 
7. What is ‘pollination’? Why is pollination important? What role do insects play in it? 
8. In addition to pollination, what other important ‘jobs’ do insects perform? 
9. What are ‘beneficial insects’? What can we do to attract beneficial insects to our backyards? 

 
Biological sciences 

1. Seven of the animals in Backyard Bugs are insects – but three of them are not!  
(Useful links: https://australian.museum/learn/animals/spiders;  
https://australian.museum/learn/species-identification/ask-an-expert/are-worms-insects-or-animals; 
https://australian.museum/learn/animals/molluscs/snails-and-slugs) 

a. Can you guess which three are not insects? 
b. If these three are not called insects, then what are they called? 
c. What other creatures are they related to? Use the table below to list other members of each group: 

Arachnids Annelids Molluscs 
spiders earthworms snails 
   
   

 
2. To help scientists study and understand nature, every plant and animal has been given its own 

scientific name in the Latin language. Match each creature listed in the left column with its correct 
scientific (Latin) name in the right column. An example is shown. 

ant Lepidoptera 
dragonfly Anthophila 

earthworm Araneae 
beetle Grylloidea 
cricket Gastropoda 

bee Annelida 
butterfly Coccinellidae 
spider Formicidae 

snail and slug Coleoptera 
ladybird Anisoptera 

 
3. To identify animals, we observe the way they look and behave.  

a. Choose a creature from Backyard Bugs and write down as many of its features as possible 
(e.g. for the ant, you might write: small, black, has six legs, has antennae, works hard, often 
found in big groups walking in a line inside houses, etc.). 

b. Using your list, play a game of ‘Guess the Creature’ in pairs. Without naming your creature, 
take turns reading your list of descriptions while your partner tries to guess your creature. 
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4. Choose one creature from the book and create a factsheet with the following information: scientific 
name, common name(s), Indigenous name(s), physical description, habitat, diet, life cycle, 
conservation status, interesting facts. Include a reference list of all sources used in your research. 

5. Why are bees important? What are the differences between European honeybees and native 
Australian bees? What threats do bees face? What can we do to help bees?  
(Useful link: https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/goodliving/posts/2017/09/bees) 

 
Visual art 

1. Create a spread of your own for the book Backyard Bugs. This will include a short line on the left-
hand page that describes an insect’s action, and a drawing on the right-hand side that shows the 
insect. These can be hung up in the classroom in a class display of the students’ work. 

2. What is your favourite ‘backyard bug’? Research its habitat, then create a drawing of the creature in 
its natural habitat. 

 
Creative writing 

1. Write a story on a bug of your choice. Make sure it is the main character of your story. What kind of 
personality does it have? What does it like to do? What adventures does it go on? 

 
 

  



© Backyard Bugs by Helen Milroy. Published by Fremantle Press.
For more fun, free activities, visit our website: fremantlepress.com.au/classroom-express. 

What bugs can be found in the backyard?
In Backyard Bugs, Helen Milroy shows us the crawly, scuttling, buzzing insects we can find in our gardens at home. Colour in the bugs 
and write their names in the spaces below. 
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9 781760 990626
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