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CURRICULUM LINKS



CHARACTER INVASION

10.15AM – 11.00AM

Is Matt Stanton a best-selling author? Has Matt 
Stanton sold over a million copies (and counting) of 
his hilarious children’s’ books? Does Matt Stanton 
still have imaginary friends? Yes, yes, and yes… and 
he’s bringing his imaginary friends with him to 
Scribblers Festival! Laugh along with Max the class 
clown, put up with the Fart Monster’s questionable 
manners and sympathise with quiet Kip and (un)
fortunate Milo. In this session Matt invites you into 
the worlds he’s created with words and pictures and 
shares how it all starts with a spark of imagination 
and a lot of laughter.

AN ILLUSTRATOR’S GUIDE  
TO THE GALAXY 

11.10AM – 11.55AM

From galactic elephants to crazy inventors and
cheeky dogs, creators James Foley and Briony 
Stewart take the stage to explore how a single 
image can open up a world of story. Join these two 
as they share how their illustrations unfold from 
those first few pen scratches marking the page… 
and come armed with your wildest ideas to throw 
into the ring for the friendly illustrator duel!

TUESDAYYEARS  
1 – 4

THE REGAL THEATRE

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: features of literary 
texts, creating imaginative 
text by developing storylines, 
characters and settings, visual 
representation of characters 
action, reactions, speech and 
thought processes in narratives, 
vocabulary choices.

Visual Arts: appreciation of the 
choices made when creating 
artwork, experimentation with art 
techniques and processes, e.g. 
line, space, form & colour. 
 
General Capabilities: creative 
thinking, generating ideas, 
imagining ideas, considering 
alternatives.

Themes: imagination, storytelling, 
laughter, friendship, belonging, 
overcoming challenges.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: creating literary texts 
using realistic and fantasy 
settings and characters, literary 
features of text structures, how 
authors and illustrators make 
stories exciting, character 
development, visual literacy.

 
 

Visual Arts: experimentation with 
art techniques, e.g. line, shape, 
colour and space, appreciation 
and respect for a range of 
artworks.

General Capabilities: creative 
thinking, generating ideas, 
imagining possibilities, working 
collaboratively.

Themes: imagination, aspiration, 
collaboration.

13
SEPT



CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: narrative writing, 
characterisation, story arc, 
creating literary text by 
developing storylines, characters 
and settings, visual language, 
comics and cartoons. 

Visual Arts: experimentation with 
a variety of techniques, personal 
responses to others’ artwork, 
illustration, exploration of the 
influences of other artists.

Health: coping with adverse 
situations, positive self-talk, 
thinking optimistically. 

General Capabilities: creative 
thinking, generating ideas, 
imagining ideas, considering 
alternatives. 

Themes: unexpected heroes, 
scientists, Covid-19, resilience, 
friendship, family.  

THE ILLUSTRATOR’S JOURNEY

9.50AM – 10.35AM

Peter Cheong grew up reading Roald Dahl and 
embarking on comic adventures with Calvin and 
Hobbes. His passion for storytelling is reflected in 
his playful illustrations for I’m a Hero Too and POW 
POW Pig. Join Peter as he shares the evolution of 
his style and process, and gives us an insight into 
creating characters and story progression. He’ll 
even share some of his top tips and tricks! Get 
your creative juices flowing and help Peter bring a 
collaborative story to life. 

ANIMAL VOICES

10.45AM – 11.30AM

Dianne Wolfer has loved animal stories 
since she was little and the fourth book in 
her acclaimed Light series, The Last Light Horse 
combines two of her passions; historical fiction 
and exploring the important role animals play in 
storytelling. Join Dianne as she shares the story 
of Sandy, the only one of over 130,000 Australian 
horses to return from WWI through a series of 
archival photographs, bringing the past to the 
forefront through this unique animal lens.

I CHOOSE ADVENTURE!

12.15PM – 1.00PM

Have you ever been frustrated with the ending of 
a story? In George Ivanoff’s interactive You Choose 
series you are in charge of your character’s fate. 
Treasure maps, magic, hauntings and certain 
doom all live between the pages of this series. 
Throw in some intertwining plots, epic endings, 
a cast of quirky characters and you have all the 
ingredients for an electrifying reading adventure. 
Every vote counts in this interactive session as 
George shares insights into his planning process 
and takes you on your own adventure. 

WEDNESDAY
MAIN AUDITORIUM 

SUBIACO ARTS CENTRE

14
SEPT

YEARS 
3 – 5

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: historical fiction, 
contexts, point of view, personal 
responses to literary texts, how 
authors make stories exciting. 

History: ANZACs, animals in war, 
questioning and research,  
historical sources, communicating 
historical ideas.

Science: biology, animals,  
living things depend on each 
other and the environment to 
survive.
 
Themes: love, loyalty, care,  
loss, friendship.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: adventure stories, 
discuss how authors make stories 
exciting, moving and absorbing 
and hold readers’ interest, plot 
tension, purpose and audience 
of texts.

Geography: map making skills, 
similarities and differences 
between different places.

General Capabilities: creative 
thinking, imagining possibilities, 
seeking alternatives, seeking 
solutions.

Themes: adventure, fear, 
overcoming challenges, 
assertiveness.



FIGHT OR FLIGHT

9.50AM – 10.35AM

Our fascination with survival has been reflected 
in storytelling for centuries. Why does this 
topic spark our imagination? George Ivanoff’s 
non-fiction Survival Guide series is a gripping 
blend of science and humour while author HM 
Waugh’s, Evacuation Road asks us to consider the 
consequences of a road trip gone wrong. Put your 
survival gear on and join us for a session that 
explores our fight or flight reflex and why this 
topic makes for dynamic storytelling.

STARS IN THEIR EYES

10.45AM – 11.30AM

Maisie’s first trip to Fancon to meet her 
hero is more exciting and memorable than she 
could have imagined. First kisses, embarrassing 
mum moments and much more unfold through 
the stunning pages of this graphic novel, 
which explores identity and the importance of 
connection through a cast of diverse characters. 
Visual storyteller and comic maker Aśka joins us 
to share how she brought Maisie’s story (written 
by Jessica Walton), to life; as well as discussing 
the value and joy of graphic novels in modern 
literature. 

HIDDEN CITIES

12.15PM – 1.00PM

Set in Victorian London, life is not as it seems 
in Karen Ginnane’s gripping new series, Time 
Catchers. Follow the adventures of fourteen 
year old Ava as she discovers a hidden shadow 
city that exists in parallel time, and her frantic 
race against the clock to save the future of 
both worlds. Karen talks about using the real 
(historical) world as a jumping off place for the 
imagination to run wild. 

WEDNESDAY
THE STUDIO 

SUBIACO ARTS CENTRE

14
SEPT

YEARS  
7 +

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: fiction and non-fiction 
texts, identify language devices 
e.g. humour, setting, literature 
and context, recognise differing 
viewpoints. 

Science: biology, the human 
body, environmental science, 
sustainability. 

Geography: environmental 
sustainability.
 
Themes: survival, threats, fears, 
psychological states, fight or 
flight, mental strength, resilience, 
science, humour, friendship.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: the genre of graphic 
novels, analysing visual features 
authors and illustrators use to 
convey ideas in multi-modal texts 
(onomatopoeia, emanata, motion 
lines, narration box), evaluating 
literary texts, creating imaginary 
texts, literature and context.  

Visual Arts: identifying art 
making intentions, visual art 
elements and principles of design 
used in the creation of artworks, 
viewpoints in artwork, visual art 
conventions.

Health: identities, emotional and 
social changes, relationships, 
mental wellbeing.

Themes: identity, connection, 
belonging, pop culture, diversity, 
friendship, acceptance.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: historical fantasy genre, 
explore ideas and viewpoints 
about events, issues and 
characters represented in texts 
drawn from different historical, 
social and cultural contexts, 
features of literary texts, imagery.
 

History: Victorian London, 
Industrial Revolution, identify 
points of view or perspectives.
 
General Capabilities: creative 
thinking, generating ideas, 
possibilities and actions.
 
Themes: friendship, loyalty, 
family, courage, healing, 
personal growth.



THE ART OF THE STORY 

9.50AM – 10.35AM

Frané Lessac blends words and art to create 
picture books celebrating the wonders of 
Australia. From cobalt blue seas and sandy yellow 
beaches, to ochre deserts and lush rainforests, 
her artworks teem with the details of Australian 
life documented on her travels around our vast 
country. Join Frané in a fun packed session, 
guaranteed to entertain and inform thirsty young 
minds. Draw along and create your own unique 
illustration to take home.

WHEN I GROW UP…

11.00AM – 11.45AM

Lottie Perkins is seven and can’t wait to grow
up… but what will she be? It’s hard to decide when
the opportunities are endless! Writer Katrina
Nannestad thought of becoming a hairdresser,
a farmer, a superhero and a teacher before she
fell in love with stories. Join Katrina as she talks
about where we get great ideas and shares Lottie’s
adventures with movies, ballet, music and fashion
as she searches for the perfect job to fall in
love with.

DRAWN FROM LIFE

12.30PM – 1.15PM 

Author and illustrator Briony Stewart is 
inspired by what she sees in the world around 
her, from mischievous dogs to the wonders 
that can be found in the backyard. Join Briony 
as she introduces you to everyone’s favourite 
dog Magoo, discover a few new excuses to avoid 
bedtime, and learn how she creates memorable 
books and stories.

WEDNESDAY
FESTIVAL MARQUEE 

SUBIACO ARTS CENTRE

YEARS  
1 – 2

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: nonfiction texts, 
characters and settings of 
different texts, visual language 
and how it creates meaning, 
personal responses to literature, 
recreating texts imaginatively 
using drawing. 

Visual Arts: exploration and 
experimentation with visual 
elements of colour, line and 
shape, appreciation of different 
types of artwork. 

Geography: local feature in 
Australian geography, pose 
questions about the familiar and 
unfamiliar.

Themes: Australian landscape, 
nature, conservation, journeys, 
heritage.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: visual language, visual
representation of characters’
actions, reaction, speech and
thought processes in narratives,
how authors create literary texts.

Health: personal strengths and
achievements and how they
contribute to personal identities.

Themes: dreams, aspiration,
imagination.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: picture books, language
devices used by authors,
rhyme, visual literacy, visual
representation of characters
action, reactions, speech and
thought processes in narratives.

Visual Arts: exploration and
experimentation with the visual
elements of shape, colour, line
and texture, personal opinions,
feelings and ideas about artworks
viewed.

General Capabilities: creative
thinking, consider alternatives,
imagining possibilities and
connecting ideas.

Themes: inspiration, imagination,
humour, memorable moments.

14
SEPT



THE HUNT FOR LOST TREASURE

10.15AM – 11.00AM

Imagine a magical world where lost things – and 
people – are found! When adventurous twins Jake 
and Marisol sneak out to explore a lighthouse, they 
discover an alternate world. Bestselling writer  
Amie Kaufman takes us into the world of her new 
middle grade adventure series, co-written with 
Ryan Graudin, The World Between Blinks, to explore 
ghost ships, lost cities and keys to vanished doors.

WHAT ABOUT THAO?

11.10AM – 11.55AM 

Vietnamese-Australian Thao has enjoyed being 
the only ‘ethnic’ kid in his small country town 
school, but the arrival of new kid Kadir changes 
that. From the author of Thai-riffic and The Other 
Christy comes a new funny and heartfelt story, 
What about Thao? In trademark style, Oliver 
Phommavanh captures the dilemmas of culture 
and belonging. Join him as he shares his new 
novel and discusses difference, friendship and 
identity. 

WEDNESDAY14
SEPT

YEARS 
4 – 6

THE REGAL THEATRE

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: adventure and mystery
genres, social, cultural and
historical contexts for literary
texts, creating imaginative literary
texts using realistic and fantasy
settings and characters, how
authors make stories exciting,
moving and absorbing.

History: journeys of explorers,
historical sources.

Geography: similarities and
differences between places in
terms of settlements and the
diversity of people, mapping
skills.

Themes: Imagination, mystery,
myths, storytelling, belonging,
identity, resilience.
 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: respond to texts drawn 
from a range of cultures and 
experiences, experiment with 
language devices in texts, 
humour, point of view, stylistic 
features of authors.

History and Geography: 
migration to Australia, 
questioning and research, 
developing a variety of texts to 
communicate ideas.

General Capabilities: intercultural 
understanding, recognising 
culture and developing respect, 
interacting and empathising 
with others.

Themes: culture, belonging, 
friendship, identity, empathy. 

 



THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SKY

9.50AM – 10.35AM

New York Times bestselling author  
Amie Kaufman is a YA favourite for her original
writing style and magnetic storytelling. Join
Amie as she delves deeper into her books, 
cowritten with Megan Spooner, The Other Side of 
the Sky and Beyond the End of the World, a genre 
bending mix of fantasy and science fiction, 
exploring the collision of technology and magic, 
science and faith and her experiences in  
writing them.

HIDDEN CITIES

10.45AM – 11.30AM

Set in Victorian London, life is not as it seems 
in Karen Ginnane’s gripping new series, Time 
Catchers. Follow the adventures of fourteen year 
old Ava as she discovers a hidden shadow city 
that exists in parallel time, and her frantic race 
against the clock to save the future of both worlds. 
Karen talks about using the real (historical) world 
as a jumping off place for the imagination to run 
wild. 

THE SURPRISING POWER  
OF…CHANGE

12.15PM - 1.00PM

Wai Chim is many things; author, ex-Survivor 
contestant, first generation Chinese-American 
and now Australian. She has experienced many 
changes in life, and incorporates this idea in all 
her novels whether it be the change of growing 
up as seen YA novel The Surprising Power of a Good 
Dumpling, or the changing political environment 
of your home as detailed in Freedom Swimmer. 
Join Wai, to see how facing change can be such a 
strong catalyst in stories.

15
SEPT

YEARS 
7 + THURSDAY

MAIN AUDITORIUM 

SUBIACO ARTS CENTRE

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: fantasy and science
fiction genres, recognise
and analyse the way that
characterisation, events and
settings are combined in
narratives, experiment with text
structures and language features
and their effects in literary texts,
foreshadowing.

General Capabilities: critical
and creative thinking, posing
questions, reflecting on
processes, imagining possibilities
and connecting ideas.

Themes: love, honour, betrayal,
destiny, choices, magic, myths,
science, faith, loyalty, courage.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: historical fantasy genre, 
explore ideas and viewpoints 
about events, issues and 
characters represented in texts 
drawn from different historical, 
social and cultural contexts, 
features of literary texts, imagery.

History: Victorian London, 
Industrial Revolution, identify 
points of view or perspectives.

General Capabilities: creative 
thinking, generating ideas, 
possibilities and actions.

Themes: friendship, loyalty, 
family, courage, healing, personal 
growth.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: explore ideas and differing 
viewpoints in texts drawn from 
different historical, social and 
cultural contexts, analyse text 
structures and language features of 
literary texts.

Civics & Citizenship: different 
systems of government, 
totalitarianism and democracy, the 
role of political parties, different 
perspectives about Australia’s 
national identity.

History: migration, refugees, the 
Chinese Cultural Revolution. 

Health: strategies for managing 
change, challenging racism, 
discrimination, prejudice.

General Capabilities: Intercultural 
Understanding: explore and 
compare cultural knowledge, beliefs 
and practices, demonstrate respect 
for cultural diversity. 

Themes:  resilience, bravery, loyalty, 
betrayal, friendship, loss, family 
relationships, choices, mental 
health, racism, identity, freedom.



REACH FOR THE STARS

9.50AM – 10.35AM

Stella wants to be an astronaut, there’s only 
one small (or in this case large) problem… Stella 
is an elephant. Much-loved children’s author 
and illustrator James Foley’s new picture book, 
Stellarphant is a glorious celebration of difference, 
equality and the hero in all of us. Join James for 
storytelling and live drawing as he shares Stella’s 
remarkable gravity defying journey. 

BUSH MAGIC

11.00AM – 11.45AM 

Bush adventure day with Grandpa is Jarrah’s
favourite day of the week. But what happens
when, on one of their special days, the sun forgets
to shine? Blending the real with the imagined,
author and illustrator Kylie Howarth’s latest
picture book takes the reader on a most magical
adventure that explores the wonders of the native
bush and the importance of family connection.

UNCOVERING  
BACKYARD WONDERS

12.30PM – 1.15PM

First Nations author and illustrator Helen 
Milroy brings the backyard to life with a 
charming look at all of the creatures that share 
our homes. A companion book to Backyard Bugs 
and Backyard Birds, Backyard Beasties uncovers 
more creatures from clucking chickens to licking 
lizards. Join Helen and her friendly puppet Honey 
Possum for a session that celebrates the wonder 
that can be found on our doorstep.

15
SEPT

YEARS 
1 – 2 THURSDAY

THE STUDIO 

SUBIACO ARTS CENTRE

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: visual literacy, visual 
representation of characters 
action, reactions, speech and 
thought processes in narratives, 
vocabulary choices, literature  
and context.

Science: earth and space 
science, observable changes 
occur in the sky, the solar system, 
forces and motion, gravity.

Visual Arts: appreciation of the 
choices made when creating 
artwork, experimentation with art 
techniques and processes, e.g. 
line, space, form and colour.

Health: personal strengths and 
how these change over time, 
feelings, diversity.

Themes: heroes, overcoming 
adversity, diversity, 
discrimination, dreams, 
aspiration.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: narrative writing,
adventure stories, picture books,
how authors create characters
using language and images,
recreating text imaginatively
using drawing and writing.

Science: biological science,
physical features of living things,
animal habitats.

Visual Arts: exploration of
techniques and art process,
colour, line, shape, texture.

General Capabilities: creative
thinking, imagining possibilities
and connecting ideas.

Themes: family, animals,
adventure, imagination.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: respond to texts drawn 
from a range of cultures and 
experiences, visual language in 
informative text, recreating texts 
imaginatively using drawing and 
writing. 

Science: biological science, living 
things have a variety of external 
features, habitats of living things, 
living things grow and change, 
observation skills. 

Visual Art: exploration and 
experimentation with the visual 
arts elements of shape, line, 
colour, space and texture and 
how these are used in the 
environment.

Cross-Curricular Priorities: 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander histories and cultures. 

Themes: Insects, observing 
nature, Aboriginal connection 
to land.



KNOWING ME, 
KNOWING YOU

9.50AM – 10.35AM

ABBA, loyalty, honesty and roller skating are 
all covered in Julia Lawrinson’s latest coming of 
age novel, Mel and Shell. Set in 1979 and unfolding 
through a series of letters from Shell to her 1829 
pen pal Mary, the novel explores the threads of 
friendship and change. Julia shares the fun she 
had stepping back to a time when Dancing Queen 
ruled the airwaves and rollerskates were the 
ultimate fashion accessory. 

#HEALTHHERO

10.45AM – 11.30AM

Aussie STEM Stars is a narrative non-fiction 
series exploring the lives of our world-leading 
scientists and inventors. Author Deb Fitzpatrick 
shares the amazing life story of Dr. Ajay Rane, 
who despite spending most of his early life in a 
poor village in India, went on to become a global 
champion of women’s health. Join Deb as she 
unpacks the research that went into this book.

THE HUNT FOR LOST TREASURE

12.15PM – 1.00PM

Imagine a magical world where
lost things – and people – are found! When 
adventurous twins Jake and Marisol sneak out to 
explore a lighthouse, they discover an alternate 
world. Bestselling writer Amie Kaufman takes us 
into the world of her new middle grade adventure 
series, co-written with Ryan Graudin, The World 
Between Blinks, to explore ghost ships, lost cities 
and keys to vanished doors.

15
SEPT

YEARS 
4 – 6 THURSDAY

FESTIVAL MARQUEE
SUBIACO ARTS CENTRE

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: epistolary novel genre 
(letter writing), features in literary 
texts, character development, 
explore how the setting shapes 
events and influences the mood 
of texts. 

History: colonial settlement, 
the impact of colonisation on 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people’s lives, primary 
and secondary sources, 
continuity and change.

Cross-Curricular Priorities: 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander histories and cultures. 

Themes: friendship, family, 
bullying, Australian history, 
racism, belonging.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: biographical writing, 
features of literary texts, purpose 
and audience, texts and the 
contexts in which they are used.

Science: nature and development 
of science, use and influence of 
science, scientific knowledge is 
used to solve problems.

Health: contributing to healthy 
and active communities, being 
healthy, safe and active. 

Themes: overcoming adversity, 
aspiration, inspiration, dedication.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: adventure and mystery 
genres, social, cultural and 
historical contexts for literary 
texts, creating imaginative literary 
texts using realistic and fantasy 
settings and characters, how 
authors make stories exciting, 
moving and absorbing.

History: journeys of explorers, 
historical sources.

Geography: similarities and 
differences between places in 
terms of settlements and the 
diversity of people, mapping 
skills.

Themes: Imagination, mystery, 
myths, storytelling, belonging, 
identity, resilience. 



WHAT ARE THE ODDS? 

10.15AM – 11.00AM

What would you do if you found $105 lying on 
the street? What would you do if your favourite 
characters started escaping their worlds and 
invading yours?  These are the dilemma’s 
facing Milo and Kip in the two new series Bored 
and The Odds from funny man Matt Stanton.  
The author-illustrator reveals his secrets to 
creating laugh-out loud books and how playing 
with different formats can open up new ways 
of storytelling.

TRADE SECRETS

11.10AM – 11.55AM

In award-winning writer Katrina Nannestad’s
earliest story, her character was hanging off the
edge of a cliff on page one and she was stumped
as to how to save her. Talk about a cliff hanger!
Sure, that story was written when she was ten,
but even accomplished writers find themselves
in similar situations. Katrina shares some of her
favourite tricks to get characters out of difficult
spots plus gives us a sneak peak of her new 
novel Rabbit, Soldier, Angel, Thief.

THURSDAY
THE REGAL THEATRE

15
SEPT

YEARS 
3 – 6

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: Creating literary texts 
that experiment with ideas and 
vocabulary choices, recognise 
relationships between words, 
sounds, imagery and language 
patterns in narrative texts, 
using language devices e.g. 
humour & onomatopoeia, explain 
visual language choices, e.g. 
perspective, shots & angles, 
analyse how point of view is 
generated in visual texts.

Visual Arts: understanding 
of visual art conventions, 
experimentation with different 
approaches used to communicate 
ideas in art, viewpoints in 
artwork.

General Capabilities: creative 
thinking, imagining possibilities 
and connecting ideas.

Themes: Humour, imagination, 
storytelling, teamwork, 
perseverance, resilience, identity.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: historical fiction,
adventure stories, how authors
make stories exciting, texts and
context, features of literary texts,
setting, plot, character, show
don’t tell.

History: World War II, reflecting
on narrative texts that use
researched facts, events and
experiences.

Themes: belonging, identity,
friendship, family bravery,
resilience.



WHAT ABOUT THAO?

9.50AM – 10.35AM

Vietnamese-Australian Thao has
enjoyed being the only ‘ethnic’ kid in his small 
country town school, but the arrival of new kid 
Kadir changes that. From the author of Thai-riffic 
and The Other Christy comes a new funny and 
heartfelt story, What about Thao? In trademark 
style, Oliver Phommavanh captures the dilemmas 
of culture and belonging. Join him as he shares 
his new novel and discusses difference, friendship 
and identity. 

MARS AWAKENS

10.45AM – 11.30AM

Dee and Holt come from rival Martian colonies. 
They have been raised to despise one another, 
but when a mysterious object is discovered   they 
must work together to decide who the real enemy 
is – the one you know or the one you can’t see?  
Mars Awakens is the first book in an epic and 
timely duology from author HM Waugh. Join her 
as she shares her wealth of fascinating Mars facts 
and unpacks how a planet far away can offer a 
window into our own future.  

WRITTEN IN THE STARS 

12.15PM – 1.00PM 

Bespectacled accountant by day and masked 
writer by night, author Shirley Marr describes 
herself as having ‘a Western mind and an 
Eastern heart’, with her writing falling 
somewhere in the middle - where the heart and 
mind collide. Join Shirley for an enlightening 
session about history, culture and identity as 
she discusses her beautifully told contemporary 
migration stories A Glasshouse of Stars and  
All Four Quarters of the Moon.

FRIDAY
MAIN AUDITORIUM 

SUBIACO ARTS CENTRE

16
SEPT

YEARS 
4 – 6

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: respond to texts drawn 
from a range of cultures and 
experiences, experiment with 
language devices in texts, 
humour, point of view, stylistic 
features of authors.

History and Geography: 
migration to Australia, 
questioning and research, 
developing a variety of texts to 
communicate ideas.

General Capabilities: 
intercultural understanding, 
recognising culture and 
developing respect, interacting 
and empathising with others.

Themes: culture, belonging, 
friendship, identity, empathy. 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: science fiction genre, 
world-building, imagination, 
author inspirations. 

Science: earth science, the 
planets orbiting around the sun, 
communicating ideas in science 
in a variety of ways, research 
skills.

Health: exploring why 
relationships change, managing 
conflict, thinking optimistically, 
strategies to cope with adverse 
situations. 

General Capabilities: Critical and 
Creative Thinking, generating 
ideas, possibilities & actions,  
pose questions, apply logic and 
reasoning, transfer knowledge 
into new contexts. 

Themes: science, danger, 
discovery, friendship, conflict, 
survival, resilience, sustainability, 
mystery, imagination.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: migration stories, 
magical realism, language 
variation and change, social and 
cultural contexts for texts, point 
of view, imagery and symbolism, 
personal responses to literary 
texts.

History and Geography: 
migration to Australia, 
questioning and research, 
developing a variety of texts to 
communicate ideas.

General Capabilities: 
intercultural understanding, 
recognising culture and 
developing respect, interacting 
and empathising with others.

Themes: belonging, immigration, 
emotions, mental health, 
resilience, the power of 
imagination.

 



NOONGAR BOODJA WAANGKAN

9.50AM – 10.35AM

Join dancer, singer and musician Jayden 
Boundry for a celebration of Noongar language. 
Together you will explore the emotive and 
powerful quality of words through storytelling, 
song and traditional movement. This is an 
interactive session so be prepared to immerse
yourself as Jayden guides you on this unique 
language journey.

REACH FOR THE STARS

11.00AM – 11.45AM

Stella wants to be an astronaut,
there’s only one small (or in this case large) 
problem… Stella is an elephant. Much-loved 
children’s author and illustrator James Foley’s 
new picture book, Stellarphant is a glorious 
celebration of difference, equality and the hero 
in all of us. Join James for storytelling and 
live drawing as he shares Stella’s remarkable 
gravity defying journey. 

CHARACTER BUILDING

12.30PM – 1.15PM 

Sally Murphy has written many
books for young people and loves telling 
stories and creating memorable characters. 
But what makes an interesting character? 
Sally joins us in this fun session to share how 
drawing on everyday experiences can help to 
create engaging and relatable characters.

FRIDAY
THE STUDIO 

SUBIACO ARTS CENTRE

16
SEPT

YEARS 
1 – 2

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: storytelling, speaking 
& listening, literature & context, 
personal responses to texts, 
language and social interaction.
Languages: Noongar language.

Music: improvisation with 
sounds, reasons why people 
make music in different contexts, 
performing for different 
audiences, communication 
through music.

Dance: exploration and 
improvisation of movement ideas, 
reasons why people dance, 
expressing ideas and feelings 
about dance and through dance.

Cross-Curricular Priorities: 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander histories and cultures.

Themes: Noongar language, 
Noongar culture, Noongar 
stories, performance, celebration.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: visual literacy, visual 
representation of characters 
action, reactions, speech and 
thought processes in narratives, 
vocabulary choices, literature and 
context.

Science: earth and space 
science, observable changes 
occur in the sky, the solar system, 
forces and motion, gravity.

Visual Arts: appreciation of the 
choices made when creating 
artwork, experimentation with art 
techniques and processes, e.g. 
line, space, form and colour. 

Health: personal strengths and 
how these change over time, 
feelings, diversity.

Themes: heroes, overcoming 
adversity, diversity, 
discrimination, dreams, 
aspiration.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: narrative writing, 
character creation, depictions 
of characters in print reflect the 
contexts within which they were 
created, visual representation of 
characters, actions and reactions, 
personal reactions to characters 
in literary texts.

General Capabilities: creative 
thinking, imagining possibilities, 
connecting ideas, considering 
alternatives.

Themes: imagination, fun, 
inspiration, aspiration.



SIDELINED

9.50AM – 10.35AM

When a football injury prevents Blake from 
playing the sport he loves, the sidelines are no 
longer a place of rest and community but feel like 
the most isolating place of all. With more than 
27 books in print, Sally Murphy is a masterful 
weaver of verse. Her latest novel, Worse Things, 
explores connections, what they mean and what 
happens when they are lost. 

THE TRAVELLING BOOKSHOP

10.45AM – 11.30AM

Books allow us to dream and imagine a place 
where anything is possible. Mim Cohen knows 
this more than anyone. She roams the world in a 
travelling bookshop with her dad, brother and a 
horse called Flossy, who leads them to the places 
where people most need the magic of a good book. 
Katrina Nannestad tells us about her new series  
The Travelling Bookshop and reveals the inspiration 
for her settings and the characters who live  
in them.

THE TRUTH IS IN HERE

12.15PM – 1.00PM

From the supernatural to the human body and
the dangers of the Australian outback –  
George Ivanoff’s non-fiction Survival Guide series 
equips us with the tools to face any situation. 
Blending science with the weird and the wonderful, 
George will take us on a journey through the 
spooky, the gross, to the life threatening, bringing 
us back safe and wiser. You won’t want to miss this
informative and hilarious session.

FRIDAY
FESTIVAL MARQUEE 

SUBIACO ARTS CENTRE

16
SEPT

YEARS 
3 – 5

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: creating literary texts 
using realistic and fantasy 
settings and characters, how 
authors make stories exciting, 
moving and absorbing and hold 
readers’ interest. 

History and Geography: 
migration to Australia, refugee 
experiences.

Health and Phys Ed: being 
healthy, safe & active, 
contributing to healthy & active 
communities, fundamental 
movement skills.

Themes: refugees, exclusion, 
belonging, death & bereavement, 
overcoming adversity, change, 
friendship, sport.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: creating literary texts 
using realistic and fantasy 
settings and characters, 
literary features, viewpoints in 
literary texts, imagery, humour, 
experimentation and adaptation 
of ideas and stylistic features of 
selected authors.

Geography: similarities and 
differences between places 
in terms of their types of 
settlements and the diversity of 
people.

Themes: Family, identity, 
belonging, resilience, humour.

CURRICULUM LINKS:

English: non-fiction texts, stylistic
features used by authors, using
language devices e.g. humour,
point of view in texts.

Science: biology, the human
body, deadly animals, science
fiction.

Geography: the Australian
outback, communicating ideas in
differing formats.

Themes: survival, threats, fears,
resilience, humour, science and
science fiction, the supernatural.
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