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TRADE SECRETS 

10.15AM – 11.00AM
In award-winning writer Katrina Nannestad’s 
earliest story, her character was hanging off the 
edge of a cliff on page one and she was stumped 
as to how to save her. Talk about a cliff hanger! 
Sure, that story was written when she was ten, 
but even accomplished writers find themselves 
in similar situations. Katrina shares some of her 
favourite tricks to get characters out of difficult 
spots plus gives us a sneak peak of her new novel 
Rabbit, Soldier, Angel, Thief. 

AN ILLUSTRATOR’S GUIDE  
TO THE GALAXY 

11.10AM – 11.55AM
From galactic elephants to crazy inventors and
cheeky dogs, creators James Foley and Briony 
Stewart take the stage to explore how a single 
image can open up a world of story. Join these two 
as they share how their illustrations unfold from 
those first few pen scratches marking the page… 
and come armed with your wildest ideas to throw 
into the ring for the friendly illustrator duel!

WEDNESDAY04
M A Y

YEARS  
4 – 6

THE REGAL THEATRE

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: historical fiction, 
adventure stories, how authors 
make stories exciting, texts and 
context, features of literary texts, 
setting, plot, character, show 
don’t tell.

History: World War II, reflecting 
on narrative texts that use 
researched facts, events and 
experiences. 

Themes: belonging, identity, 
friendship, family bravery, 
resilience.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: creating literary texts 
using realistic and fantasy 
settings and characters, literary 
features of text structures, how 
authors and illustrators make 
stories exciting, character 
development, visual literacy.

Visual Arts: experimentation with 
art techniques, e.g. line, shape, 
colour and space, appreciation 
and respect for a range of 
artworks.

General Capabilities: creative 
thinking, generating ideas, 
imagining possibilities, working 
collaboratively.

Themes: imagination, aspiration, 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Katrina Nannestad 
 

Katrina Nannestad is an award-winning Australian author. Her 
books include the CBCA-shortlisted We Are Wolves, The Girl Who 
Brought Mischief, the Travelling Bookshop series, the Girl, the Dog 
and the Writer series, the Olive of Groves series, the Red Dirt 
Diaries series, the Lottie Perkins series, and her latest historical 
novel Rabbit, Soldier, Angel, Thief.  
 
Katrina grew up in country New South Wales, in a neighbourhood 
stuffed full of happy children. Her adult years have been spent 
raising boys, teaching, daydreaming and pursuing her love of 
stories. Katrina celebrates family, friendship and belonging in her 
writing. She also loves creating stories that bring joy or hope to 
other people's lives. Katrina now lives on a hillside in central 
Victoria with her husband, a silly whippet called Olive and a mob 
of kangaroos.  

 

Rabbit, Soldier, Angel, Thief 
Harper Collins 

 
Award-winning writer Katrina Nannestad transports us to Russia 
and the Great Patriotic War and into the life of Sasha, a soldier at 
only six years old ... 
 
Wood splinters and Mama screams and the nearest soldier seizes 
her roughly by the arms. My sister pokes her bruised face out 
from beneath the table and shouts, 'Run, Sasha! Run!' 
 
So I run. I run like a rabbit. 
 
It's spring, 1942. The sky is blue, the air is warm and sweet with 
the scent of flowers. And then everything is gone. The flowers, 
the proud geese, the pretty wooden houses, the friendly 
neighbours. Only Sasha remains. 
 
But one small boy, alone in war-torn Russia, cannot survive. 
One small boy without his home cannot survive. 
hat that small boy needs is an army. 
 
From the award-winning author of We Are Wolves comes the 
story of a young boy who becomes a soldier at six, fighting in the 
only way he can - with love. But is love ever enough when the 
world is at war? 

 

www.katrinanannestad.com  
@katrina_nannestad 

Credit: Rebecca Rocks 

http://www.katrinanannestad.com/
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Rabbit, Soldier, Angel, Thief 
Katrina Nannestad 

 
BOOK SUMMARY 

Award-winning writer Katrina Nannestad transports us to 
Russia and the Great Patriotic War and into the life of 
Sasha, a soldier at only six years old ... 

Wood splinters and Mama screams and the nearest soldier 
seizes her roughly by the arms. My sister pokes her bruised 
face out from beneath the table and shouts, 'Run, Sasha! Run!' 

So I run. I run like a rabbit. 

It's spring, 1942. The sky is blue, the air is warm and sweet 
with the scent of flowers. 

And then everything is gone. 

The flowers, the proud geese, the pretty wooden houses, the 
friendly neighbours. Only Sasha remains. 

But one small boy, alone in war-torn Russia, cannot survive. 

One small boy without a family cannot survive. 

One small boy without his home cannot survive. 

What that small boy needs is an army. 

From the award-winning author of We Are Wolves comes the 
story of a young boy who becomes a soldier at six, fighting 
in the only way he can – with love. But is love ever enough 
when the world is at war? 

KEY LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• ACELA1483  
• ACELT1764 
• ACELT1798 

THEMES 

• Belonging 
• Identity 
• Resilience 

Recommended Reading Ages: 10+ 
 
Resources Created For: Upper Primary 
 
 

COVER GOES HERE

 

ISBN: 
9780733341465 
 
NOTES BY: 
Mandy Newman and Jemma Myors 
 
PUBLICATION DATE: 
November 2021 
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Before Reading 
Engaging the Reader 
The protagonists in films and books – who audiences love the most – tend to be sad, kind, brave and funny and 
living in a difficult time and place. In the text, they have moments of sorrow and joy, which make readers feel 
both sad and happy for them. The best characters have contradictions – they are not consistent – just like real 
people. They get angry, can be terrified and then be brave, and then be scared. 

1. In pairs or small groups, ask students to discuss their favourite characters in movies or books.  
a) What do they have in common? 
b) What is different? 

2. As a class, discuss Harry Potter (or another character from a book you’ve studied). 
a) Why do readers like Harry?  
b) What do readers dislike about Harry? 
c) Why is this mix of characteristics important?  
d) How does the setting and time impact Harry? 
As a class, complete the table: 

What’s sad 
about Harry?
               

What gives 
Harry joy? 

How is Harry 
noble and 
kind? 

Who does 
Harry look up 
to? Why?  

How is Harry 
like us? 

How is Harry 
different from 
us? 

 
      

 
Judge a book by its cover 

1. Examine the front cover of the book and the title, Rabbit, Soldier, Angel, Thief. How do the author and 
illustrator draw in the reader with this cover and title?  
a. Ask students to identify as many visual techniques as they can, particularly: 

i. Symbols 
ii. Colours 
iii. Placement and framing 

b. What elements of the cover and title seem to clash?  
i. An angel and a thief?  
ii. A soldier’s uniform and flowers and a young boy?  
iii. War and flowers?  

c. Do these clashing elements make the seem book interesting/make you want to read it?  
d. How are time and place demonstrated on the cover? 
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Understanding context 
This story is told from the perspective of a young Russian boy and is set against the backdrop of World War 
Two in Germany, Ukraine and Russia. This setting and context allow the author to consider the universality of 
the human experience, human qualities, the impact of war on individuals and notions of enemies and allies. 

1. As a class, discuss what they already know about World War Two, including: 
a. When did the war happen? 
b. Which countries were involved in the conflict? 
c. Who is Adolf Hitler? 

2. In order for the class to properly understand the context of Rabbit, Soldier, Angel, Thief ask them to do 
some research on: 
a. What happened between Germany and Russia during World War Two? 
b. Who or what is the Red Army?  
c. Who are partisans?  
d. What happened to Stalingrad by the end of World War Two? 
e. What happened in Berlin at the end of World War Two?  
f. What was the relationship between Germany and Russia at the end of the World War Two? 
g. Where is Siberia and Stalingrad?  
h. What is kasha, a balalaika, and a ushanka?  

3. After students have discussed their findings, ask them to think about: 
a. Why are Berlin and Russia, during World War Two interesting places to set a story?  
b. Why do we like to read stories set in World War Two?  
c. Why are they relevant today?  
d. Who is a friend or an ally? Who is an enemy? 
e. How does a setting add to a story? 

During Reading 

Examining Sasha 

1. As students have thought about Harry Potter, and what makes him an engaging and relatable character, 
ask them to think about Sasha and his attributes. Ask them to complete this table as they read through the 
novel: 
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Chapter 

What’s sad 
about 
Sasha?               

What gives 
Sasha joy? 

How is Sasha 
noble and 
kind? 

Who does 
Sasha look 
up to, and 
who does he 
despise? 
Why?  

How is 
Sasha like 
us? 

How is 
Sasha 
different 
from us? 

 

1 
      

2 
      

 
a. Why is this mix of characteristics important?  
b. How does time and place impact Sasha and the reader? 
c. Why do readers like Sasha? 

After Reading 

Making the reader curious 
Great writers make readers curious. A curiosity gap – created with intrigue or surprise, pulls in an audience 
rather than pushes them away. 
Katrina Nannestad draws a reader into her story by rousing the reader’s curiosity and using skills such as 
sensory detail and personification to bring the scene to life.   

1. Read these passages from Chapter One: 
I’m cold. I’m crawling through the dark, flat on my belly, elbows and legs working. But I’m cold. So cold. The 
ground is hard, icy, cruel. The chill presses through my clothes and skin, right to the core of me. And the fear 
does, too. 

… I make straight for my target, pale and plump, almost shining in the night. I pull back my arm, clench my 
jaw, then stab. I plunge the knife as deep as it will go. A voice cries out, waking soldiers all around me, but 
I’m here now and determined to finish what I started. I pull downward and the blade of the knife rips the stab 
wound wide. 

For each passage, answer these questions: 
a. What questions does Nannestad make the reader ask in the first pages of chapter one?  
b. How does she surprise the reader?  
c. What does the reader learn about the narrator?  
d. Why does the reader want to keep reading?  
e. How is the reader misled and then surprised? 
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Show don’t tell 
Katrina Nannestad is also very good at showing and not telling, which is a key skill of good creative writing. 

1. Study Chapters One and Two as a class and work out what Nannestad shows and doesn’t tell. Identify 
quotes from these chapters, and the techniques they use. 
a. How does Nannestad reveal the time and place of the story, without telling the reader directly?  
b. When do you learn Sasha’s name and how old he is?  
c. Why is this more powerful than reading – Sasha was very young and he became a soldier for the Red 

Army in Berlin, during World War Two? 

2. In Chapter Six when Sasha is with his family, Nannestad creates a lovely scene that shows him being clever 
and brave. 
I blurt the words out as fast as I can. ‘Yelena crept into Anna Pushinka’s garden and picked all her beautiful 
fat red strawberries, then threw them at the boys when they came in from harvesting the barley and it was such 
a waste that I wanted to tell Mama and Anna Pushinka, but Yelena made me promise not to blab and I have 
been feeling very bad about keeping such a naughty secret for weeks and weeks and I am so very sorry!’ The 
grin falls from the prince-monster’s face. He stands and stamps his big black boot. Stomp! ‘This stupid boy 
knows nothing!’ he roars.   

a. How did you feel when you read this scene?  
b. What does this show about Sasha?  
c. How does time and place make Sasha’s story more dramatic? 

3. Then, towards the end of the book in Chapter Thirty-Nine: 
Then, finally, I unbuckle the watch from my wrist. I hold it out to her, but she does not take it. Instead, she 
offers her thin white wrist and I buckle it on for her. Her skin is soft and smooth and smells like flowers. Just 
like Mama’s skin. 

‘I’m very, very sorry,’ I say and burst into tears. 

And then, the most surprising thing happens. The mama drops to her knees and wraps her arms around me. She 
hugs me and cries and whispers, ‘Danke. Danke. Danke.’ 

a. Which techniques has Katrina Nannestad used in this passage?  
b. What do we learn about Sasha? 
c. Why is this a pivotal moment?  
d. What does it tell us about human nature and how it is affected by time and place? 

4. One of the most important symbols in the novel is that of flowers; they even appear on the cover. 
a. Find four or five references to flowers in Rabbit, Soldier, Angel, Thief. Try and find these quotes from 

different parts of the story. 
b. Looking at these quotes, what do you think the author intended the flowers to symbolise in the novel? 

i. Does this change as the story progresses? 
ii. Are they associated with any particular people/groups of people? 

c. Using at least two of the quotes you have found, write a paragraph explaining the use of flowers as a 
symbol in Rabbit, Soldier, Angel, Thief. 
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Friends are important 
In many stories, the protagonist has a key relationship that helps them grow and learn, and helps the reader to 
understand them. Relationships with family members, adults, friends and members of a character’s community 
play a key role in building and reflecting the identity of a character. 

1. Ask students to list all of the important relationships Sasha has in Rabbit, Soldier, Angel, Thief. For each 
relationship ask them to identify what we learn about Sasha, and what Sasha himself may learn, because 
of this relationship. Remind students that relationships aren’t always between people who like or respect 
each other, and negative relationships can also be informative (you may also like to point out that not all 
relationships are with humans). 

2. Why is Papa Scruff important?  
a. Read this passage from Chapter Thirty-Nine: 

Papa Scruff nods. He looks at the window where the woman and the two little boys are standing, staring 
out at us.  

‘Were they a gift?’ he asks. ‘Did the woman invite you in and offer you her watch and her clock because 
she thought you were a kind, sweet boy? Did her sons give you their yellow truck because they thought it 
was your birthday and you deserved a gift?’ 

I stare at Papa Scruff, my eyes now filling with tears to match his own. The watch on my wrist feels 
suddenly hot and heavy. ‘I took them,’ I whisper. ‘I asked nicely for them. I said please. I even said thank 
you.’ 

Papa Scruff sighs. ‘This is not who you are Sasha. I beg you, do not let hate and greed into your heart.’ 

‘But they’ve taken everything from us!’ I cry. ‘Even Windy says so.’ I look to Windy, but his eyes have 
dropped to his boots. 

‘Did that woman take your mama and your sister?’ Papa Scruff asks. 

i. What does Papa Scruff teach Sasha in this scene? 
ii. Why is this scene significant in the story? 
iii. Who does Sasha come to belong to?  
iv. Who influences him and who does he influence? Why is this important? 

3. Ask students to create a presentation on Sasha’s significant relationships. 
a. For each relationship, create a mood board which includes images and sounds/music that reflects the 

influence this person has on Sasha. 

Extension 

There are many ways to make a family. Throughout Rabbit, Soldier, Angel, Thief Sasha both loses and gains a 
family. How is both the importance and diversity of family reflected in the novel? 
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About the Author 
Katrina Nannestad is an award-winning Australian author. Her books include the CBCA-shortlisted We Are 
Wolves, The Girl Who Brought Mischief, the Travelling Bookshop series, the Girl, the Dog and the Writer series, 
the Olive of Groves series, the Red Dirt Diaries series, the Lottie Perkins series, and the historical novel Rabbit, 
Soldier, Angel, Thief.  

Katrina grew up in country New South Wales, in a neighbourhood stuffed full of happy children. Her adult 
years have been spent raising boys, teaching, daydreaming and pursuing her love of stories. Katrina 
celebrates family, friendship and belonging in her writing. She also loves creating stories that bring joy or 
hope to other people's lives. Katrina now lives on a hillside in central Victoria with her husband, a silly whippet 
called Olive and a mob of kangaroos.  

www.katrinanannestad.com 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

James Foley 
 

James Foley makes children’s books for children who read 
books. James illustrated the infamous My Dead Bunny; 
created the graphic novels Brobot, Dungzilla, Gastronauts, 
and Chickensaurus; and illustrated the Toffle Towers  
chapter books. His latest release is a picture book  
called Stellarphant. 
 
James also illustrated Total Quack Up!, an anthology of 
funny short stories written by authors such as Paul Jennings 
and Jacqueline Harvey, with proceeds going to charity. 
James’s earlier books My Dead Bunny, In the Lion, The Last 
Viking and The Last Viking Returns have all scored several 
honours, including children’s choice awards, shortlistings  
in the Children’s Book Council of Australia Book of the Year 
Awards, and selection to the International Youth Library’s 
White Ravens list. 

James is an ambassador for Books in Homes and Room To 
Read Australia. He is a massive Marvel movie nerd. He 
comes from a long line of queuing enthusiasts. 

 

 
Stellarphant  
Fremantle Press 

 
Stella the elephant is fighting interstellar discrimination one 
pachyderm at a time! Stella wants to be an astronaut.  
There is only one problem: Stella is an elephant. Every time 
she applies to Space Command, they come up with a new 
reason she can’t join. But where there’s a will, there’s a  
way and Stella is determined to reach for the stars. 

www.jamesfoley.com.au | /jamesfoleybooks | @jamesfoleybooks 

Credit: Jessica Wyld 

http://www.jamesfoley.com.au/


© Stellarphant by James Foley published by Fremantle Press.  
For more fun and free activities, visit our website:  
fremantlepress.com.au/classroom-express.

9 781760 990992

Stellarphant Aerospace 
welcomes animals of 
all shapes and sizes 
to be a part of their 
space program. What 
animal would you like 
to send to space? 
Draw your animal and 
design them a suit in 
the space provided that 
will allow them to be an 
astronaut.



 
 

 
  1 TEACHING NOTES: STELLARPHANT 

STELLARPHANT 
JAMES FOLEY 
ISBN (HB): 9781760990732 
Year level: K–3 

ABOUT THE BOOK  

Heroes come in all shapes, sizes and species. Stella wants to be an 
astronaut. There is only one problem: Stella is an elephant. Every time she 
applies to Space Command, they come up with a new reason she can’t 
join. But where there’s a will, there’s a way, and Stella is determined to 
reach for the stars. Does she have the right stuff? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

James Foley writes and illustrates picture books, middle-grade novels and 
comics for kids. He’s the author/illustrator of the S.Tinker Inc. graphic novel 
series for middle-primary readers: Brobot, Dungzilla, Gastronauts and 
Chickensaurus star Sally Tinker, the world’s foremost inventor under the 
age of twelve, and Joe Tinker, her stinky baby brother. James also 
illustrated the Toffle Towers series written by Tim Harris; the cult favourite 
and CBCA-shortlisted My Dead Bunny; and its follow-up, There’s 
Something Weird About Lena. James contributed to Total Quack Up! and 
Funny Bones, both anthologies of funny stories with proceeds going to 
charity. His earlier books In the Lion, The Last Viking and The Last Viking 
Returns have all scored several honours, including children’s choice 
awards, shortlistings in the Children’s Book Council of Australia Book of 
the Year awards, and selection to the International Youth Library’s White 
Ravens list. James is an ambassador for Books in Homes and Room to 
Read. He is a massive Marvel movie nerd. He comes from a long line of 
queuing enthusiasts. 

THEMES 

 Space travel 
 Courage 
 Determination 
 Perseverance 
 Discrimination 

 Diversity 
 Equality 
 Equity 
 Feminism 

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM OUTCOMES 

K–3 English 
K–3 Earth and Space Sciences 
K–3 Visual Art 

USEFUL WEBSITES 

 Author website: jamesfoley.com.au 
 Author Twitter: twitter.com/Jamesfoleybooks 
 Author Facebook: facebook.com/jamesfoleybooks 
 Author YouTube: youtube.com/jamesfoleybooks 
 Author Instagram: instagram.com/jamesfoleybooks 
 Cartooning Worksheet for Primary Students: 

jamesfoleyillustrations.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/faces_part_1.pdf 
 NASA for Students in Kindergarten to 4th Grade: nasa.gov/stem/forstudents/k-4/index 
 Astronaut Selection: nasa.gov/content/astronaut-selection-program 
 NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory: jpl.nasa.gov/edu/teach/tag/search/Rockets  

 



 
 

 
  2 TEACHING NOTES: STELLARPHANT 

CLASSROOM IDEAS 
Discussion questions 

1. Why do you think the author chose the name Stella for the lead character? Is it simply because it 
rhymes with ‘ele’ in ‘elephant’? (Hint: What does this particular name mean?)  

2. Why do you think the title of the book is ‘Stellarphant’? (Hint: What are the two possible meanings of 
the word ‘stellar’? How does each relate to the story?) 

3. What does an astronaut do? What do you think would be the best thing about this job? What do you 
think would be the hardest part? Would you like to be an astronaut? 

4. The managers at Space Command reject Stella’s application several times. How would you feel if you 
were Stella? Why do you think she refuses to give up on her dream?  

5. What does the word ‘discrimination’ mean? Stella faces discrimination because of her size and her 
species. Have you ever been discriminated against? How did this make you feel? Why is it important 
not to discriminate against others or judge someone based on their appearance? 

6. What do the words ‘perseverance’, ‘resourcefulness’, ‘determination’ and ‘resilience’ mean? Can you 
find examples in the story where Stella demonstrates each of these qualities? Can you think of a time 
when you have showed each of these qualities?  

7. Look closely at the titles of the books Stella studies for astronaut training (Orbital Mechanics, 
Aerospace Engineering, Rocket Science). Why would each of these be useful? Use an appropriate 
online dictionary to locate the meanings of any words you don’t understand.  

8. Why do you think scuba-diving is also part of Stella’s training? How might this help astronauts prepare 
for life in space?  

9. Why do you think the managers are still reluctant to approve Stella’s application even after she has 
found creative ways to meet all their requests?  

10. What does the word ‘epiphany’ mean? What epiphany does Stella reach?  
11. What is an ‘idiom’? How does the idiom ‘the elephant in the room’ add humour to the story? 
12. Visit the final page of the book, entitled ‘A True History of Animals in Space’. Can you list some of the 

different species have visited space? Why were they chosen? What jobs did they perform in space? 
Choose one animal from the hall of fame to research and write a report using the following 
subheadings: name, age, species, nationality, date/duration of mission/s to space, research purpose, 
photograph. 

13. What do you think might happen if a real elephant was sent to space? 
 
Visual literacy 

1. Design your own picture book about Stellarphant Aerospace’s next mission! Which animal astronauts 
will be part of the crew? Where will they travel in space? What is the purpose of their mission? What 
dangers will they face?  

2. Look carefully at how the images on each page of Stellarphant are divided up and presented. Some 
scenes are in rectangular shapes, and some are in curvy shapes. What shapes does the illustrator 
generally use to frame the scenes that take place in Space Command? What shapes does the 
illustrator generally use for the illustrations that take place while Stella is training? Why do you think 
James used these shapes for certain scenes and not others?   

3. Observe the colours that the illustrator used when illustrating Stellarphant. When an illustrator sticks 
to a certain group of colours it is called a ‘colour scheme’. Compare the colour scheme used in the 
Space Command scenes with the colour scheme used in Stella’s training scenes. How do the 
different colour schemes make you feel? Which makes you feel happier? Which colours feel ‘warmer’ 
and which feel ‘colder’? Why do you think the illustrator used these colour schemes for certain 
scenes? 

4. When Stella and her crew finally reach space, they go for a spacewalk and look down at the Earth 
below. This scene is the only one in the book that doesn’t have any words. Why do you think the 
author chose to not have any words in this scene?  

5. Compare the front endpapers (showing the Space Command Hall of the Hero) with the fold-out scene 
at the end of the book (showing Stellarphant Aerospace’s Hall of Astronauts). Compare and contrast 
these two scenes: consider the colour schemes, wall texture, frame shapes, frame arrangement and 
the types of characters that appear in the frames. How do these two spreads relate to the theme of 
discrimination and diversity in the book? 

6. What style has the illustrator used to illustrate Stellarphant – realistic or cartoon? What do you like 
about his style? How does he convey the characters’ thoughts and feelings? (i.e. find a page where 
one of the characters looks happy, determined, surprised, irritated, sad, confused or proud). Use the 
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‘Cartooning Worksheet for Primary Students’ available from the author’s blog to help you draw facial 
expressions and body language for your own characters. 

7. Stella dreams of becoming the first elephant astronaut. Design a recruitment poster advertising your 
own dream job. It should explain what the job involves and why you are passionate about it. 
 

Earth and space sciences 
1. Visit the webpage NASA for Students in Kindergarten to 4th Grade to answer the following questions:  

a. What is NASA?  
b. When was the first human flight to space?  
c. Who was the first ever animal in space? 
d. What is the International Space Station? When did the first astronauts arrive on it? How many 

people can live on it at one time? What research is conducted there? 
e. What is the Artemis Program?  
f. What is Orion?  
g. What is Juno? 

2. Write a biography of one of Australia’s three astronauts: Philip K. Chapman, Paul Scully-Power or 
Andy Thomas. What missions were they a part of? What research did they conduct? 

3. Write an imaginative diary entry about ‘A Day in the Life of an Astronaut’ on the International Space 
Station. What do you think would be some of the challenges of living in space? 

4. How do you become an astronaut in real life? (Hint: visit webpage Astronaut Selection.)  
5. Name the planets in our solar system and the order they extend from the sun. Working in pairs, use 

this knowledge to create a scale model. Then select one planet and create a fact sheet, poster or 
PowerPoint with the following information: name, position in solar system, discovery, axis rotation, 
size, gravity, orbit, surface conditions, atmosphere, temperature, distance from Earth, interesting 
facts, image. Ensure to include a reference list. 

6. Visit the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory’s education link to choose from a variety of primary-school 
activities where students can learn to design, build and launch paper rockets, observe how high they 
fly and improve their designs. 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Briony Stewart 
 

Born in Perth, Western Australia, Briony Stewart is the 
internationally published author and illustrator of several award-
winning books for children. At seventeen, Briony received a 
scholarship from the Art Gallery of Western Australia towards 
studying a double degree in Fine Art and Creative Writing at 
Curtin University. After graduating she won a Queensland based 
writing prize. The story soon became her first published 
book, Kumiko and the Dragon, and went on to win an Aurealis 
award for Children’s short fiction in 2008. 
 
Passionate about fostering creativity in Australian children, 
Briony now lectures on children's literature at university and 
conducts talks and workshops with children across Australia. She 
currently lives and works in Fremantle, writing, illustrating, and 
creating amidst the chaos of two cheeky toddlers and a silly dog. 
Her latest books are Bedtime Sorted! written by Jimmy Rees and 
Where Are You, Magoo? 
 

 

Bedtime Sorted! 
Affirm Press 

 
Who said bedtime was hard? Dad’s got bedtime sorted! Lenny 
and the twins have a bath without water spilling over, brush 
their teeth without toothpaste spraying onto the mirror, and go 
to sleep straight after their story. Perfect! 

Dad can finally settle down to his dinner. But then – 

My pyjamas don’t match! 

I’m too cold! I’m too hot! 

From one of Australia’s best-loved comedians and children’s 
entertainers Jimmy Rees comes a story about the bedtime 
excuses that families everywhere will know all too well. 

 

www.brionystewart.com 
@ briony_stewart 
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Magoo has his own ideas about what a dog should 
do – in the kitchen, in the car, at dinnertime and 
bedtime! But there are so many rules! So many 
things a dog can’t do.
But wait! Magoo, THIS is for you...
Silly dogoo, we do love you!

 Make your way through this maze 
to help Magoo fi nd the present

By Briony Stewart
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