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CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: biographical writing, features of literary texts, purpose 
& audience, texts and the contexts in which they are used
Science: nature and development of science; use and influence 
of science, scientific knowledge is used to solve problems, 
chemical science - reversible & irreversible changes 
Health: contributing to healthy and active communities, being 
healthy, safe and active; Geography: the impact of bushfires on 
people and communities 
History: communicating historical texts, including biographies 

SESSION:

AUSSIE STEM STARS 

9.50AM – 10.35AM

Fiona Wood is one of the world’s leading 

burns surgeons and the creator of spray on 

skin – an invention that has revolutionised the 

treatment of burns across the world. Author 

Cristy Burne shares Fiona Wood’s incredible 

life story as part of the narrative  non-fiction 

series Aussie STEM Stars. In this session Cristy 

talks about what it takes to write someone 

else’s story, and how she created this personal 

account of Fiona Wood’s important work.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: graphic novels & cartoons, language features 
including onomatopoeia, creating texts, evaluating texts, 
visual language, purpose, audience & structure of texts, 
characterisation
Visual Art: application of visual art elements and materials, 
exploration of artworks inspired by the imagination of artists, 
presentation of an idea to an audience 
General capabilities: creative and critical thinking

SESSION:

DRAW THE SUPER SIDEKICKS

10.45AM – 11.30AM

Enter the world of superheroes and 

supervillains with cartoonist and New York 

Times bestselling Australian author Gavin 
Aung Than. Gavin’s long-time obsession with 

superheroes led to the creation of his hilarious 

series Super Sidekicks. Put pen to paper 

with Gavin as he teaches you how to draw 

Australia’s coolest superheroes and gives you 

some tips about how to create your  

very own.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: fantasy texts; characterisation, setting, literature & 
context, language devices
Themes: friendship, belonging, family, identity
General capabilities: creative and critical thinking

SESSION:

DO YOU BELIEVE IN MONSTERS?

12.15PM – 1.00PM

When you’re half-monster, half-fairy the 

world can be a little confusing. In The 

Monster Who Wasn’t, T.C. Shelley introduced 

us to the adventures of Sam and his group of 

grumpy gargoyles. Now the brilliant Western 

Australian author invites you to join Sam 

on the next leg of his voyage of discovery - 

secondary school - in the second instalment 

of her weird and wonderful monster series, The 

Werewolves Who Weren’t.
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www.cristyburne.com | @ cristy.burne | @ cristyburne 

Cristy Burne  

 
Children's author Cristy Burne has worked as a science 
communicator for nearly 20 years across Australia, Japan, 
Switzerland, the UK, US, South Africa and beyond. She is 
passionate about switching kids on to the wonder and 
creativity of STEM and STEAM.  Her books include 
the Wednesday Weeks magical fantasy series, as well 
outdoor novels, To The Lighthouse, Off The Track, Beneath 
The Trees and a non-fiction book, Zeroes and Ones (which 
was a 2019 CBCA Notable Book).  
 
 
 

Wednesday Weeks and the Tower of Shadows 

Hachette Australia 
 

A seriously smart and funny new series about a reluctant 
sorcerer's apprentice who would rather study science than 
magic, which asks the question: In a world of magic, can 
science save the day? Perfect for fans of Nevermoor, Artemis 
Fowl and The Witching Hours. 
 

In a world of magic, can science save the day? 
 

Wednesday Weeks never wanted to be a sorcerer's 
apprentice. She'd rather study science than magic. But when 
her cloak-wearing, staff-wielding grandpa is captured by a 
power-hungry goblin king, Wednesday must find a way to 
embrace her magical heritage and rescue him from the 
dreaded Tower of Shadows. 
 

Luckily, she's not alone. Her best friend Alfie is a prime-
number fan and robotics expert who's all-in on Wednesday's 
epic plan involving parallel universes, swords of power, and a 
wise-cracking talking skull. 
 

But it's going to take more than science, magic, and the 
world's cutest robot to take down this bad guy. Because the 
goblin king is playing for the ultimate prize - and Wednesday 
and Alfie just walked into his trap... 
 

Credit: Jessica Wyld 

http://www.cristyburne.com/


 

MUNJED AL MUDERIS 

Watching a rampaging cyborg in the 
movie, The Terminator inspired 
Munjed to come up with a new way to 
help amputees. Who or what has 
inspired you? Draw a picture of a 
future YOU doing something amazing.  

FIONA WOOD 

Fiona’s parents encouraged her to 
grab onto opportunities and not let 
go, even when things felt tough. 
What is an opportunity you'd work 
really hard to have?  Draw a picture 
of YOU grabbing that opportunity… 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

www.aungthan.com | @ zenpencils 
 

Gavin Aung Than  

 
Gavin Aung Than is a freelance cartoonist based in Perth. 

His webcomic Zen Pencils, a cartoon blog which adapts 

inspirational quotes into comic stories, has been featured 

by The Washington Post, The Huffington, 

Post, Slate, Buzzfeed, Gawker and Brain Pickings, and was 

named one of the top 100 websites of 2013 by PC Mag. 

His first series for children, Super Sidekicks, grew out of 

Gavin's long-time obsession with superheroes. 

 

Super Sidekicks 3: Trial of Heroes 
Penguin Random House 

 
SUPER SIDEKICKS is a kids graphic novel series published 
by Penguin Random House/Random House Children’s 
Books. It’s a fun-filled action adventure series about four 
superhero sidekicks who are fed up with taking orders 
from their adult partners and decide to form their own 
team. Join JJ, Flygirl, Dinomite and Goo as they try to 
prove that they’re just as capable as the adult heroes to 
save the world! 

The Super Sidekicks just saved the world and now they’ve 
been invited to join H.E.R.O. – the Heroic Earth 
Righteousness Organisation – an exclusive club for the 
planet’s most famous superheroes. But before they can 
become members, the team must pass the hardest 
challenge in the universe, a test so scary and difficult only 
the truly heroic can survive. 

Recommended age group: 7-12 yrs old. For lovers of Dog 
Man, Captain Underpants and The Bad Guys! 

 

 

Credit: Wendy Cartwright 
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RECOMMENDED FOR 
Primary school readers (ages 8 to 12; years 3 to 6) 
 

CONTENTS 
1. Plot summary  1 
2. About the author  2 
3. Author’s inspiration  2 
4. Synopsis   2 
5. About our four heroes  4 
6. About graphic novels  4 
7. How to read a graphic novel 6 
8. Worksheets   7 
9. Order form   12 
 

KEY CURRICULUM AREAS 
 Learning areas: English  

 General capabilities: Literacy; Critical and 
Creative Thinking; Visual Language 

 Cross-curriculum priorities: Sustainability 
 

REASONS FOR STUDYING THIS BOOK 
 Learning about visual literacy 

 Learning about graphic novels and comics 

 Learning about imaginative thinking and 
creativity 

 

THEMES 
 Superheroes, supervillains and sidekicks 

 Teamwork  

 Responsibility 

 Plastic and the environment  

 Sustainability  

 Using your strengths 

 Friendship 

 Equality and fairness 

 Bugs 

 Dinosaurs 

 Martial arts 
 

PREPARED BY 
Penguin Random House Australia and  
Gavin Aung Than 
 

PUBLICATION DETAILS 
ISBN:   9780143795889 (paperback);  

9780143795896 (ebook) 
 

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for 
use and study within schools but they may not be 
reproduced (either in whole or in part) and offered 
for commercial sale. 
  
Visit penguin.com.au/teachers to find out how our 
fantastic Penguin Random House Australia books can 
be used in the classroom, sign up to the teachers’ 
newsletter and follow us on @penguinteachers. 
 
Copyright © Penguin Random House Australia 2019 

 

Super Sidekicks 2:  

Ocean’s Revenge 
Gavin Aung Than 

PLOT SUMMARY  
Super-duper alert! An unidentified object is heading 
straight for the city, moving fast! 

Something fishy is going on . . .  

The world’s superheroes are missing, and humankind is 
under threat from an underwater menace! 

Can the Super Sidekicks save the planet before it’s too 
late? 

The Super Sidekicks have left their adult superheroes, 
defeated Dr Enok and built their own fancy new 
headquarters. But there’s no time to relax. The citizens 
of Sydney are in danger. Something is approaching the 
harbour at an alarming rate. The Super Sidekicks go to 
investigate, but soon the whole city is under attack. 

A Trash Titan is loose in Sydney Harbour. To make 
matters worse, all the world leaders at the 18th annual 
Very Important Summit and their superhero 
bodyguards are missing.  

The Super Sidekicks discover that Tiamata, Mother of 
the Seas, is taking revenge on mankind for all their 
plastic and polluting. Will JJ, Flygirl, Dinomite and Goo 
be able to save the oceans and clean up this mess? 

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
http://twitter.com/penguinteachers
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

 

Gavin Aung Than is a freelance cartoonist based in 
Perth, Australia. His webcomic Zen Pencils, a cartoon 
blog which adapts inspirational quotes into comic 
stories, has been featured by The Washington Post, The 
Huffington Post, Slate, Buzzfeed, Gawker and Brain 
Pickings, and was named one of the top 100 websites 
of 2013 by PC Mag. Zen Pencils has also been collected 
into New York Times bestselling books. His first series 
for children, Super Sidekicks, grew out of Gavin's long-
time obsession with superheroes. 

Visit aungthan.com to find out more about Gavin and 
his work. 

AUTHOR’S INSPIRATION 
I read an article about the Great Pacific Garbage Patch 
and was shocked at the extent of humanity's 
recklessness. Months later, when trying to come up 
with the story for Super Sidekicks book 2, I needed to 
think of a threat or villain the team might face. That's 
when I remembered the article I read, and the idea 
came to me: ‘What if all that plastic in the Great Pacific 
Garbage Patch formed a giant creature?’  

From there, I decided that the ocean was sick of 
getting used as a dumping ground for all of our waste 
and it was sending the Trash Titan to take revenge on 
humanity! Not only was it a pretty cool idea, I thought 
the story could address some of the environmental 
issues we face, specifically plastic waste in our oceans.  

 

SYNOPSIS 

 

Chapter 1  

Our story begins out on the pristine blue waters of the 
Pacific Ocean. But on closer inspection we find that the 
ocean is choked with plastic. Then something strange 
starts to happen. All the plastic is drawn together by an 
unseen force . . . Meanwhile, more strange things are 
happening on land. Captain Perfect, along with 
Rampagin’ Rita, Blast Radius and numerous other 
superheroes from all over the world, begin to 
disappear. Who will protect the earth now?  

 

Chapter 2 

Junior Justice – JJ – is relaxing in the Super Sidekicks 
new headquarters with Dinomite, Flygirl and Goo when 
they are interrupted by the brand-new Super Sidekicks 
Super Duper Super Computer (SSSDSC). An 
unidentified object is approaching from the Pacific 
Ocean – fast!   

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
http://www.aungthan.com/
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Chapter 3 

JJ and the team go to investigate, only to discover that 
a giant Trash Titan is heading straight for Sydney 
Harbour. The Sidekicks regroup and warn the city’s 
civilians, but it’s too late. The Trash Titan has arrived 
and is wreaking havoc, smashing buildings and the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge. The Super Sidekicks protect 
the civilians, but the Trash Titan gets to its target, the 
Very Important Summit, and swallows the world’s 
leaders whole! 

  

Chapter 4 

Inside the belly of the beast, Tiamata, the Mother of 
the Seas, is holding not only the world’s leaders, but 
also their bodyguards, the world’s superheroes, 
hostage. She is furious that humankind has been 
destroying her oceans and seeks revenge. Goo 
manages to befriend the Trash Titan ‘Trevor’ and the 
Super Sidekicks bravely enter into his belly to save the 
world’s leaders and get to the cause of this destruction.  

 

Chapter 5 

Inside Trevor’s belly, the Super Sidekicks face-off with 
Tiamata. Using their skills and working as a team, they 
manage to steal her sea spectre, but Tiamata threatens 
to harm the world leaders if they don’t return it. 
Dinomite comes up with the idea that if Tiamata 
releases the world’s leaders and calls off her attack, 
they will work together to clean up the oceans. 
Tiamata agrees to the terms. Humankind has one year 
to save the oceans, or she will return . . . 

  

Chapter 6 

The Super Sidekicks get to work, cleaning up the 
oceans with the help of the (still bickering) world 
leaders. The superheroes and Dinomite use their skills 
to come up with inventive ways to dispose of all the 
plastic choking up the oceans. Our story ends with Goo 
and Trevor exploring the now much cleaner sea and 
reflecting on its remarkable beauty.  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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ABOUT OUR FOUR HEROES 

 JUNIOR JUSTICE is the leader of the Super 
Sidekicks. An ace detective and martial arts master, 
JJ is fearless in battle but still has a few things to 
learn about leading a super team. Ada, the 
wearable tech robot on his belt, helps JJ do some 
extraordinary things. 

 FLYGIRL loves bugs. Not only can she gracefully 
buzz around the skies like her namesake but she 
can also throw nasty bug balls with incredible 
accuracy. From her always dependable Goliath 
Bird-Eating Spider, to the painful Arizona Bark 
Scorpion, to the full-scale assault of her killer Trap-
jaw Ants, Flygirl has a bug for every type of mission. 
Just don’t hurt one of them, or she’ll more than 
likely hurt you. 

 DINOMITE is the brains of the team: a physics 
professor, unparalleled linguist and poetry 
enthusiast. Oh yeah, he can also transform into any 
species of dinosaur, so he can act as the team’s 
muscle (Tyrannosaurus), protection (Ankylosaurus) 
and transport (Pterodactyl) too. He’d much rather 
read some Shakespeare than jump into battle, 
though. 

 GOO wants nothing more than to belong to a group 
and have friends. After years of being trapped 
alone and forced to commit evil acts by his creator 
Dr Enok, he’s an emotional wreck. But he just might 
have found the friends and support he’s been 
looking for all these years in the Super Sidekicks. 

ABOUT GRAPHIC NOVELS 
Below you can find explanations of the terms used for 
graphic novel designs, and some online resources with 
more information on how to use graphic novels in the 
classroom. Note that the page references in this 
section are to the first book in the Super Sidekicks 
series, No Adults Allowed.  

 

Graphic novel terms 

 Panel: The box or segment that contains the image 
and text. 

 Gutter: The space between panels. 

 Bleed: When an image goes beyond the borders of 
the page. 

 Speech bubble: This contains the dialogue spoken 
by different characters. A ‘tail’ sticks out of the 
bubble showing which character is speaking. 

 Thought bubble: Similar to the speech bubble, this 
contains the internal dialogue of a character. It 
usually looks like a puffy cloud and has multiple 
circles pointing to the character instead of a tail. 

 Caption: A box or section of text that may include 
narration or other important information, such as a 
place or time. 

 Sound effects: Words that give a sense of sound on 
the page (e.g. Bang! Thump!). To heighten their 
impact, the words are either bolded or have a 
special graphical treatment to make it stand out. 

 

 Layout: The configuration of all the elements on 
the page; the way in which the frame, panels, 
speech bubbles, etc., are arranged to tell the 
narrative. 

 Close-up: An angle that zooms into an image or 
character for dramatic impact, like when a 
character is angry, sad or determined. Panel 1 of  
JJ on page 5 is a close-up. 

 Long shot: When the angle is very far away from 
the subject matter. Usually to show a setting.  
Panel 1 on page 3 is an example: 

 

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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 Bird’s-eye view: When the angle is looking down 
on a subject. Panel 1 on page 34 is an example: 

 

 Worm’s-eye view: When the angle is looking up at 
a subject. This angle usually is used to show a 
character who is powerful or important. On page 
44, the reader is looking up at the three heroes to 
further illustrate their importance. 

 Foreshortening: When extreme perspective is used 
to add energy and boldness to an image. For 
instance, Captain Perfect’s left hand on page 6: 

 

 Splash page: A page that has no panels but is just 
one single image. This is usually reserved for 
important moments in the story. Page 44 is a splash 
page. 

Online resources 

Here are a few great resources for studying graphic 
novels: 

 Creating Multimodal Texts: 
creatingmultimodaltexts.com/comics/  

 The Truth About Graphic Novels: 
scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/ALAN/v32n2/fletchersp
ear.pdf  

 Get Graphic (Graphical resources for teachers): 
buffalolib.org/content/get-graphic/teachers  

 How to Teach Graphic Novels: 
theguardian.com/teacher-
network/2015/nov/30/how-to-teach-graphic-novels  

 A Teacher Roundtable: 
cultofpedagogy.com/teaching-graphic-novels/  

How a graphic novel is made 

Visit penguin.com.au/teachers to check out the 
Teachers’ Resources for the first book in the series, 
Super Sidekicks 1: No Adults Allowed, which include a  
fantastic step-by-step guide from Gavin Aung Than on 
how he creates his graphic novels, including: 

 Step 1: Storyboard and script 

 Step 2: Pencilling 

 Step 3: Inking 

 Step 4: Colouring 
 

 

 

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
https://creatingmultimodaltexts.com/comics/
https://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/ALAN/v32n2/fletcherspear.pdf
https://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/ALAN/v32n2/fletcherspear.pdf
https://www.buffalolib.org/content/get-graphic/teachers
https://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/2015/nov/30/how-to-teach-graphic-novels
https://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/2015/nov/30/how-to-teach-graphic-novels
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/teaching-graphic-novels/
https://www.penguin.com.au/teachers/
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HOW TO READ A GRAPHIC NOVEL 
 

With a mix of words and pictures spread over multiple panels, graphic novels can be initially confusing to read. Here’s 
a handy guide to help you get the hang of it. 

 

 

 

 

  

Read the 
panels left to 

right, then top 
to bottom. 

Each individual picture is known as a 
panel. This page has three panels – 

one on the top, and two on the 
bottom. 

Read each panel 
the same way 
you read each 
page – left to 

right, then top to 
bottom.  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET 1: My super sidekick squad 
 

Each of the sidekicks in the Super Sidekicks series has their own strengths and skills. 
Junior Justice can fight in the deadliest styles and has heaps of gadgets, Flygirl is an 
amazing acrobat and her unrivalled knowledge of insects helps her to select her best pet 
to help win fights, Dinomite can turn into any dinosaur and is super smart, and Goo is 
incredibly friendly and can mould itself into anything it likes. Together, they can take on 
anything! 

Come up with your own super sidekick squad. What different abilities might your 
sidekicks have? How do they complement each other? Write your squad’s abilities and 
draw their pictures below! 

Name: 

Special ability 1: 

 

Special ability 2: 

 

Name: 

Special ability 1: 

 

Special ability 2: 

Name: 

Special ability 1: 

 

Special ability 2: 

Name: 

Special ability 1: 

 

Special ability 2: 

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET 2: Let’s save the oceans! 
 

The superheroes and Super Sidekicks come up with inventive ways to save the planet’s oceans and clean up all the 
plastic and pollution. Dinomite invents a Magnetic Plastic Inverter to attract all the plastic waste and convert it into 
clean energy.  

Invent your own creative way to collect and/or dispose of rubbish in the sea. Draw a picture and describe your 
invention in a few sentences below.  

  

 ______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________ 

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET 3: Our dreaded enemy that never dies … Plastic 
 

Divide into teams to do some research on plastic in the oceans. Find at least five facts that you didn’t know before to 
present to the class. Think about answering and discussing these questions: 

Where does plastic come from?  

How does plastic get into the oceans?  

How long does plastic take to decompose? 

What are some alternatives to plastic? 

What can we do to help? 

What can governments do to help? 

What can businesses and industries do to help?  

What are the 4-Rs? Think of some everyday situations where you can implement them.  

Discuss as a class the effect that plastic which ends up in the ocean has on animals and the environment. Record your 
responses and make a diagram to illustrate how far-reaching the problem is. 

 

 

  

Plastic and 
pollution in 
the oceans

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET 4: How to draw the Super Sidekicks 
 

Gav’s tips: 

 START WITH SIMPLE SHAPES FIRST: For instance, JJ is just made of circles and rectangles. 

 DON’T DRAW TOO DARK: Sketch lightly first until you get the basic structure right. 

 ONE STEP AT A TIME: Once you have the structure done, then it’s time to draw all the cool details. 

 JUST HAVE FUN: Don’t worry if you think you’re not getting it right. Keep practising, it takes time to get 
good! 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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Have a go at drawing your favourite Super Sidekick below. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers


FOR KID’S EYES ONLY

ACTIVITY PACK



SUPER SIDEKICKS © GAVIN AUNG THAN 2019

COLOUR ME IN



SUPER SIDEKICKS © GAVIN AUNG THAN 2019

COLOUR ME IN



SUPER SIDEKICKS © GAVIN AUNG THAN 2019

COLOUR ME IN



SUPER SIDEKICKS © GAVIN AUNG THAN 2019

COMPLETE THE SCENE
Fill in the missing speech balloons and facial expressions to make

this scene between Junior Justice and Goo come alive.



SUPER SIDEKICKS © GAVIN AUNG THAN 2019

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE
Find the 7 differences between the two pictures.

1. Goo’s eye facing opposite direction. 2. Both of Captain Perfect’s eyes open. 3. One puff of smoke 
missing above Captain Perfect’s cape. 4. Flygirl’s eye’s looking up. 5. Flygirl’s freckles missing.
6. Junior Justice’s eye closed. 7. Flygirl’s logo on costume missing. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
T.C. Shelley 

 
T.C. Shelley studied Creative Writing and Literature at 
university. She has been teaching English for over twenty years 
and her first school was classified as the most remote in 
Australia. She loves an audience and long before she took up 
teaching was writing and performing her poetry and short 
stories. She began writing novels to entertain her daughter, 
who wisely suggested that she try to get them published. 
Shelley lives with her husband, her daughter and two dogs in 
Perth, Western Australia. The Monster Who Wasn’t was her 
first novel. 

 

The Werewolves who Weren’t 
Bloomsbury 

 
The magical follow-up to The Monster Who Wasn't. The second 
book in this brilliantly rich and strange fantasy series will make 
us all believe in monsters – be they good, bad or somewhere in 
between. 
 
Sam might be half-monster and half-fairy, but since finding a 
loving family with the Kavanaghs, his daily life has been all 
human. And now he's facing one of the greatest human 
challenges – starting secondary school. 
 
But Sam barely has time to worry about the strange stuff 
teachers say (why do they call it the Great War when it sounds 
like was anything but great?) before he is thrust back into the 
world of monsters. Sam's school friends Amira, Hazel and 
Wilfred reveal that they are shifters: noble twin-souled beings 
who live half their lives as humans and the other half as dogs. 
When his new friends are kidnapped one by one, Sam is 
dragged into an adventure that will force him to confront both 
halves of his own identity, monster and fairy, if he wants a 
chance at saving their lives … 

@TCShelley| @TCShelley1 
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Teachers’ Guide  
 

The Monster Who Wasn’t 
 

 Written by T. C. Shelley 
 
 

**These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools, but they may not 

be reproduced (either in whole or in part) and offered for commercial sale** 

 

SYNOPSIS (PLOT) 
 

 A brilliantly rich and strange fantasy adventure that 

will make us all believe in monsters, be they good, 

bad or somewhere in between. 

 

It is a well-known fact that fairies are born from a 

baby's first laugh. What is not as well documented is 

how monsters come into being –  

This is the story of a creature who is both strange and 

unique. When he hatches down in the vast 

underground lair where monsters dwell, he looks just 

like a human boy – much to the disgust of everyone 

watching. Even the grumpy gargoyles who adopt him 

and nickname him ‘Imp’ only want him to steal 

chocolate for them from the nearby shops. He’s a 

child with feet in both worlds, and he doesn’t know 

where he fits. But little does Imp realise that 

Thunderguts, king of the ogres, has a great and 

dangerous destiny in mind for him, and he’ll stop at nothing to see it come to pass.  

 
 

AUTHOR BACKGROUND 
 

T.C. Shelley studied Creative Writing and Literature at university. She has been teaching 
English for over twenty years and her first school was classified as the most remote in 
Australia. She loves an audience and long before she took up teaching was writing and 
performing her poetry and short stories. She began writing novels to entertain her daughter, 
who wisely suggested that she try to get them published. Shelley lives with her husband, her 
daughter and two dogs in Perth, Western Australia. The Monster Who Wasn’t is her first 
novel.   
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PRE-READING ACTIVITY 

 

Research gargoyles: 
 

1. When were gargoyles first created? 
 

2. Where does the word ‘gargoyle’ come from? What does it mean? 
 

3. Gargoyles have a practical use. What is it? 
 

4. What type of animal is the oldest gargoyle? 
 

5. What is a chimera? 
 
 
Research monsters: 
 
In The Monster Who Wasn’t the monsters are very traditional – they are based on old Celtic 

mythology.  
 

1. What is an ogre? Describe what an ogre looks like. 
 

2. What is a pixie? What are the common personality traits of pixies?  
 

3. Describe a traditional boggart. 
 

4. What is a banshee? What happens if you pick up an item that belongs to a banshee? 
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SETTING 
 
The settings in The Monster Who Wasn’t use a lot of opposites; even Bladder refers to The 

Hole as ‘Downstairs’ and the world of humans as ‘Upstairs’. Can you separate these words 

into the two lists that describe the main settings?  

 

Upstairs, dark, rough, colourful, dull, Downstairs, open, stale, belonging, safe, light, 

downhearted, alone, closed in, fresh, promising, scary.  

 

The Hole The Human World 

  

 
 
Extension: look up the word juxtaposition.  
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RECIPE: CATHEDRAL BISCUITS 
 

The gargoyles and the Imp Child live on a cathedral. Have you ever seen cathedral windows? 

They are beautiful. They are generally made of multicoloured glass and tell a story.  

 

Now, you probably won’t see stories in these cathedral windows, but it is possible to make 

biscuits that look like stained-glass windows.  

 

This is a basic chocolate biscuit recipe, but you can use any biscuit recipe that doesn’t puff 

up when baked.  

 
INGREDIENTS 

• 200g melted butter 

• ¾ cup caster sugar 

• Cocoa powder 

• 1tsp vanilla extract 

• 1 egg 

• 2 cups plain flour 

• 1 bag of boiled lollies 

• icing for piping 

 

METHOD 
1. Preheat your oven to 180°C (or 160°C fan).  

2. Mix the butter, sugar and vanilla. When you have a smooth batter, add the egg.  

3. Sift the flour and add that too, stirring with a wooden spoon.  

4. Roll the dough out until it is nice and even.  

5. Now, here’s the interesting bit: cut your dough out into an arched window. It will need to 

be no bigger than your hand to make sure it can support the ‘glass’. The bigger your 

window, the thicker the frame should be.  

6. Arrange the biscuits on a tray (don’t forget the baking paper). Take differently coloured 

boiled lollies and crush them, sprinkling them inside your window. Bake them until golden, 

which is about 10 minutes. 
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MAP-MAKING 
 

The Imp Child must go on a long trip through The Hole to get to his destination. When you have 

finished the book, draw a map to show his journey. What kind of legend might you use? 
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ART 
 
This story includes mythical creatures. Draw a picture of your own mythical creature. Don’t 
be afraid to merge animals you already know.  
 
Choose one scene from the book and draw a comic strip to tell the story. 
 
Imp has a foot in both worlds – the human and the mythical. Draw a scene of the world you 
feel you belong in most.  
 
 

DRAMA 
 
Divide the class into groups and allocate each group a chapter from the book to role-play.  
 
 
 

FURTHER READING 
 
Harry Potter series 
by J.K. Rowling 
 
Princess Academy series 
by Shannon Hale 
 
Unicorn Quest series 
by Kamilla Benko 
 
Wide-Awake Princess series 
By E.D. Baker 
 
Maudlin Towers series 
By Chris Priestley 
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