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YEARS 
4 – 6

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: fantasy, mystery texts, adventure stories, language 
devices, plot
History: historical research, communicating & reflecting, 
treasure maps
Themes: belonging, resilience, identity, cross-culturalism, 
myths, imagination

SESSION:

THE HUNT FOR LOST TREASURE 

9.50AM – 10.35AM

Imagine a magical world where

lost things - and people - are found! When 

adventurous twins Jake and Marisol sneak 

out to explore a lighthouse, they discover 

an alternate world where what’s lost is 

found. Introducing best-selling writer Amie 
Kaufman, and her new middle grade series, 

The World Between Blinks; a charming novel full 

of mystery and adventure. 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: use of humour, comedy, character, plot, setting, 
purpose & audience, language devices 
Themes: family, rural life, new experiences, resilience

SESSION:

MEET THE PESKI KIDS

10.45AM – 11.30AM

Former television writer  
R.A. Spratt has been keeping kids entertained 

for years with her enormously popular series 

Nanny Piggins and Friday Barnes. Now it’s 

time to meet Joe, Fin and April Peski (and 

Pumpkin the world’s worst trained dog) who 

are determined to uncover all the secrets of 

Currawong, their quiet country town.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

General capabilities: personal & social capability 
English: storytelling, features of plot, character & setting, 
personal responses to literature, literature & context 
Visual art: colour, line, shape, space
Health: friendship, feelings

SESSION:

THE ART OF COLLABORATION 

12.15PM – 1.00PM

There’s a special kind of magic that can 

happen when you put a writer and an artist 

together - just ask Jane Godwin and Anna 
Walker. The Melbourne based writer and artist 

have created eight children’s picture books 

together, telling enchanting and timeless 

stories about what it is to be young. Join Jane 

and Anna as they share some of the joy of 

creative collaboration. 
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MAIN AUDITORIUM 
SUBIACO ARTS CENTRE



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Amie Kaufman  
 

Amie Kaufman is a New York Times and internationally bestselling author of 
young adult and middle grade fiction, and the host of the podcast Amie Kaufman 
on Writing. Her multi-award winning work is slated for publication in over 
30 countries, and has been described as “a game-changer” (Shelf Awareness), 
“stylistically mesmerising” (Publishers Weekly) and “out-of-this-world awesome” 
(Kirkus).  Her series include The Illuminae Files, The Aurora Cycle, The Other Side 
of the Sky duology, the Starbound trilogy, the Unearthed duology, the 
Elementals triology, and The World Between Blinks. Her work is in development 
for film and TV, and has taken home multiple Aurealis Awards, an ABIA, a Gold 
Inky, made multiple best-of lists and been shortlisted for the Prime Minister’s 
Literary Awards. Raised in Australia and occasionally Ireland, Amie has degrees in 
history, literature, law and conflict resolution, and is currently undertaking a PhD 
in Creative Writing. She lives in Melbourne with her husband, daughter, and 
rescue dog, and an extremely large personal library. 
 

The Other Side Of The Sky 
Allen & Unwin 

 
A magnetic and addictive tale of star-crossed love, inexplicable magic and an 
impossible choice. Science and faith collide in this tale of magic, destiny and the 
changing truths found through love by the award-winning authors of the 
bestselling Starbound trilogy. 
 
Two worlds, two hearts and a choice that will shape their fate forever. 
 

Prince North's home is in the sky, in a gleaming city held aloft by intricate 
unknown technology. But North believes his sky island is sinking. Its engines are 
failing, and the key to saving his home is to venture to the place the engines 
were first created. 
 

Nimh is the living goddess of her people on the surface, responsible for providing 
answers, direction - hope. But in the midst of the surface's worst crisis yet, a mist 
that spreads madness and poison, doubts have arisen among the people about 
Nimh's divinity. She must find a way to manifest her power - before she is 
overthrown, and all is lost. 
 

North's and Nimh's lives are entwined - though their hearts can never be. Linked 
by a terrifying prophecy and caught between duty and fate, they must choose to 
either save their people, or succumb to the bond that is forbidden to them. 

 

www.amiekaufman.com | @amiekaufmanauthor 

http://www.amiekaufman.com/
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Visit https://www.allenandunwin.com/resources/for-teachers for free downloadable teachers’ notes, reviews by 
teachers, extracts and more. Sign up to receive the Allen & Unwin e-newsletter for monthly updates on new resources! 

Contact Carolyn Walsh, Education Marketing Manager: Tel: +02 8425 0150, Email: education@allenandunwin.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Summary 

Two worlds, two hearts and a choice that will shape their fate forever. 

Prince North’s home is in the sky, in a gleaming city held aloft by intricate unknown 

technology. But North believes his sky island is sinking. Its engines are failing, and the 

key to saving his home is to venture to the place the engines were first created. 

Nimh is the living goddess of her people on the surface, responsible for providing 

answers, direction and hope. But in the midst of the surface’s worst crisis yet, a mist 

that spreads madness and poison, doubts have arisen among the people about Nimh’s 

divinity. She must find a way to manifest her power – before she is overthrown, and all 

is lost. 

North’s and Nimh’s lives are entwined – though their hearts can never be. Linked by a 

terrifying prophecy and caught between duty and fate, they must choose to either save 

their people, or succumb to the bond that is forbidden to them. 

Author style 

Told from a dual perspective – chapters alternate between Nimh and North’s view as 

events unfold – readers are drawn into the innermost thoughts of both main characters 

in a way that enhances their understanding and empathy. 

Use in the curriculum 

The Other Side of the Sky is Book 1 of a duology and is suitable for readers of high 

fantasy and science fiction genre study at secondary level. With vivid characters and a 

well written, fast-paced plot, it is likely to spark a lot of interest and enthusiasm. Senior 

students may find it useful for an independent study, comparing the book with other 

dystopian or science fiction titles. The well-known authors have a significant online 

presence, which can also assist research.  

September 2020 

ISBN 9781760637675 

Format: Paperback  

Recommended for 12-18-year-olds 

https://www.allenandunwin.com/resources/for-teachers
mailto:education@allenandunwin.com
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Themes 

magic • science • love • honour • betrayal • faith 

Classroom discussion and application 

Before reading 

Literary techniques 

Answer the following questions relating to narrative hooks and other literary techniques used in 

the story: 

• A narrative hook grabs the reader’s attention so that they will keep reading. What hooks can 

you find in the opening chapter of The Other Side of the Sky? [Hint: consider foreshadowing 

in the form of prophecy, mysterious worlds, a sense of menace.] 

• If the purpose of an opening chapter is to draw the reader into the story and make them 

want to read on, how would you rate this chapter and why did you assign that rating? 

• How would you describe the tone of the first chapter? Does this tone continue or change 

when we are introduced to North in Alciel? What might the change of tone tell us about the 

two different characters? 

• Define the terms ‘dual narrative’ and ‘omniscient narrative’. Why do you think the authors 

have used a dual narrative in The Other Side of the Sky? How might the story have differed if 

they had used an omniscient narrative? Which narrative do you prefer to read in general? 

• Try writing some one of Nimh’s chapters from North’s perspective and vice versa. How does 

changing the perspective/POV affect the plot, characterisation and tone of the chapter? 

• Do you think this book would be as enjoyable from a single POV? Why/why not? If you had to 

choose to read it from only one POV, whose would it be and why? 

• Like the narrative, there are many dual elements in the novel, the most obvious being the 

coexisting worlds of Nimh and North. How many other dual objects or concepts can you find 

in the novel? [Answer for Teachers: North’s two mothers, the twin moons of Miella and 

Danna, two powerful forces – magic and science, the two goddesses – Nimh and Inshara]. 

Why do you think the (two) authors might have emphasised dualism in the novel? 

• Consider the following quote from the text. Who do you think this girl is and what do you 

think is going to happen next in the story?  

“After I have been brought before the man who returned twenty years ago from 

the other side of the sky. There are things to be said between him and I. He has 

much to answer for—and I have much to do here.” [p 471] 
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Writing exercise 

Organise students in pairs and have them devise the plot of a short story involving two people. 

[Allow students to come up with as many different scenarios as possible to make the exercise 

engaging.] Have one student write one paragraph of the story, then the other student follow on 

in the next paragraph. Continue until the story is completed. Discuss what some of the challenges 

were writing together, how it impacted on the shape and events of the story, and what, if any, 

benefits came out of the process. 

Character profiles 

Compile a character profile on Nimh and North. Note what we are told about each when they first 

appear in the story, and what we discover about each as the story progresses. Discuss whether 

both characters are transformed in the novel or whether one changes more than the other. 

Discussion Questions: 

• Which world would you choose to live in: Nimh’s, where magic reigns but people struggle 

against starvation and mist disease, or North’s bureaucratic and highly engineered world but 

where scientific knowledge has been forgotten? 

• To what extent do you think the novel is successfully exploring the conflict between faith 

(religion?) and science? 

• Do you feel any sympathy for Inshara given she has suffered during her childhood? 

• In what ways are Nimh and Inshara similar and in what ways are they different? 

• In what ways is Nimh and North’s search for their place in the world like other YA novels you 

have read? 

• Who do you think is the most interesting character in the novel? 

 

After reading 

After finishing the novel, design a new cover to incorporate as many of the story’s key themes as 

possible. Remember, covers are more than an image, so carefully consider other aspects such as 

the font you want to use, the size of the title and authors’ names, perspective and framing. Pitch 

your cover idea to the rest of the class and explain why you have chosen each of these elements. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
R.A. Spratt 

 
R.A. Spratt is the author of The Peski Kids, Friday Barnes and 
The Adventures of Nanny Piggins. In her previous life she was a 
television writer. In recent years she has specialized mainly in 
children’s animation, but she has also had extensive experience 
writing jokes, sketch comedy and political satire. 
 
Unlike the Peski kids, R.A. Spratt never fights with her brother, 
but only because he moved to Hong Kong to get away from 
her. R.A. lives in Bowral, NSW, where she has three chickens, 
two goldfish and a dog. She also has a husband and two 
daughters. 

 
 
 

The Peski Kids: Stuck In The Mud 
Penguin Random House 

 
Life is hard enough without having to spend time with your 
siblings. Joe, Fin and April Peski, teamed with Loretta, their 
stunningly beautiful yet sociopathic next-door neighbour, and 
Pumpkin, the world’s worst trained dog, together they are The 
Peski Kids. 
 
Things are about to get messy for the Peski Kids as mud-run 
madness descends on Currawong! 
 
Chaos parachutes into Currawong when the annual Mud Run 
hits town. The Peski kids are soon swept up in the festivities. 
Or in April’s case, strapped to a vision-impaired competitor in 
the race. 
 
Can Joe beat the fierce opposition? Can Fin hit Joe with a giant 
mud ball? Can April make it through a school day without 
getting expelled? Who knows? But when the prize money goes 
missing someone has to figure out what really happened under 
all that mud! 
 

www.raspratt.com | @raspratt  

http://www.raspratt.com/
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RECOMMENDED FOR 
Upper primary  
(ages 8+) 
 
CONTENTS 

1. About the book  1 
2. About the author  2 
3. Author’s inspiration   2  
4. Themes    2 
5. Character profiles  2 
6. Language   3  
7. Worksheets   5 
8. Further reading   8 
9. Order form   9 
 

KEY CURRICULUM AREAS 
• Learning areas: English  
• General capabilities: Critical and creative 

thinking; Information and communication 
technology capability; Literacy.  

 
REASONS FOR STUDYING THIS BOOK 
• Communicate through speaking, listening, 

reading, writing, viewing and representing  
• Use language to shape and make meaning 

according to purpose, audience and context  
• Think in ways that are imaginative, creative, 

interpretive and critical  
• Express themselves and their relationships with 

others and their world 
 
PREPARED BY 
Penguin Random House Australia 
 
PUBLICATION DETAILS 
ISBN: 9780143788812 (paperback); 9780143788829 
(ebook) 
 
These notes may be reproduced free of charge for 
use and study within schools but they may not be 
reproduced (either in whole or in part) and offered 
for commercial sale. 
  
Visit penguin.com.au/teachers to find out how our 
fantastic Penguin Random House Australia books can 
be used in the classroom, sign up to the teachers’ 
newsletter and follow us on @penguinteachers. 
 
Copyright © Penguin Random House Australia 2018 

 

 

The Mystery of the 
Squashed Cockroach 

R. A. Spratt  

ABOUT THE BOOK 
Three squabbling siblings. One all-too perfect next-
door neighbour. A missing mum, a bumbling dad, a 
kooky cockroach mystery and an eccentric country 
town. What could possibly go wrong? 

Life is hard enough without having to spend time with 
your siblings. But there is no other way for Joe, Fin and 
April Peski to solve the mystery of the cockroach 
catastrophes that is rocking their new home town of 
Currawong.  

Along with Loretta, their stunningly beautiful yet 
sociopathic next-door neighbour, and Pumpkin, the 
world’s worst trained dog, they set out to catch the 
culprit.  

Together they are The Peski Kids. 

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
http://twitter.com/penguinteachers
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
R.A. Spratt is an award winning author and television 
writer. She is best known for writing the Nanny Piggins 
and Friday Barnes series.  
 
R.A. Spratt got her first writing job in 1997, as a staff 
writer at Good News Week (a satirical TV game show). 
R.A. has gone on to write for dozens of TV programs. 
After several years of writing comedy, she started 
writing preschool drama and in recent years has mainly 
written children’s animation.  
 
R.A. Spratt wrote her first book, The Adventures of 
Nanny Piggins, in 2006. It was published in Australia in 
March, 2009, and the USA in August, 2010.  
 
R.A. Spratt lives in Bowral, NSW, where she has three 
chickens, two goldfish and a dog. She also has a 
husband and two daughters. Unlike the Peski kids, R.A. 
Spratt never fights with her brother, but only because 
he moved to Hong Kong to get away from her. 

For more information, visit: raspratt.com 

AUTHOR’S INSPIRATION 
R. A. Spratt was inspired by two main ideas: 

Firstly, how awful all other books are. She believes 
none of them reflect the way brothers and sisters really 
talk to each other. R.A. Spratt says that, in the real 
world, siblings talk to each other in a constant stream 
of sarcasm, needling, yelling, accusations, wheedling 
and verbal abuse. Which is far more interesting than 
being nice, kind and considerate. She wanted to reflect 
this in her writing and characters in The Peski Kids. 

Secondly, the town she lives in, located in the Southern 
Highlands. It is very nice but also very strange, with 
bizarre festivals for all sorts of random annual events. 
Life is totally different when you live in a small place 
where everyone knows everyone. It makes everything 
a little bit claustrophobic, which is the perfect setting 
for a mystery. 

THEMES 

Family 
The Peski kids family is torn apart in the opening 
chapters of the novel. They are used to living with their 
mum and haven’t seen their dad for years. Their father 
is an unknown quantity and at first, the Peski kids treat 
him with mild disrespect and amusement. Over the 
course of the story however, their relationship with 
him begins to grow and the family dynamic shifts. 

New experiences 
As the Peski Kids are forced to move to Currawong 
they find themselves having many new experiences; a 
new school, new identities, new friends (and enemies), 
new social standing, new living situation and so on. In a 
way, these new experiences encourage the kids to pull 
together as they find their feet and attempt to solve 
the mystery of the squashed cockroach. 

Mystery 
Underpinning the whole story are two main mystery 
elements – who is responsible for killing all the 
cockroaches, and what has happened to their mother. 
While the majority of time is spent on the cockroach 
mystery, the fact that their mother has been 
kidnapped by the Kolektiv is an undercurrent 
throughout and appears to be tied into the explosive 
ending of the book.  

CHARACTER PROFILES 
The Peski Kids is a character-driven story and each of 
the main characters have very different personalities.  

Joe 
The oldest of the Peski kids, Joe is 16 going on 60. A 
nervous sort, Joe often finds words performing 
acrobatics on the tip of his tongue and ends up 
stammering. As a result he says very little – except to 
break up fights between April and Fin!  

Joe is tall and muscly and has 
quite the knack for sports – 
and, to his horror, teenage 
girls! Even his lack of 
conversation seems to spur 
them on, and Joe can often 
be found hiding in strange 
places during recess and 
lunch.  

Ever-growing and ever-
hungry, Joe is never sure 
what he wants more – food, 
or peace and quiet. 
Unfortunately for him, he’s 
likely to get neither 
throughout the course of this 
book!  

 

Fin 
Small in stature but big on provoking April, at age 13 
Fin is the middle Peski kid. He’s smart, serious and 
always has a quick retort to deliver in his poker-faced 
way.  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
https://raspratt.com/
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Fin would much rather blend into a crowd than stand 
out, but he’s also not going to let 
himself get walked over – so 
don’t push him too far, some of 
April’s wrestling tricks have 
definitely rubbed off!  

Although not terribly in touch 
with his emotions, Fin’s in for a 
rollercoaster ride of feelings in 
this book. And unfortunately, 
Fin’s pale skin means that his 
blushing face stands out a mile 
away . . . did someone say 
Loretta?!  

April 
At age 12, April is the youngest of the Peski kids – but 
she doesn’t let that stand in her way! April is a girl that 
knows her own mind and isn’t afraid to use it. A lover of 
wrestling, an award-winning arguer and a firm 
feminist, April explodes out of the pages of the book.  

Having been diagnosed with a social anxiety disorder 
(read: anger management issues), April is rarely seen 
without her furry – and somewhat fiery – companion, 
Pumpkin the dog. 
Apparently, he has a 
calming influence on her 
. . . despite his tendency 
for biting.  

Surprisingly, April is 
happiest in art class – 
things like painting and 
basket weaving seem to 
have a therapeutic effect 
on her. Go figure.ve a 
therapeutic e  

Loretta 
Beautiful, polite and most likely a criminal mastermind, 
Loretta is the Peski kids’ next-door neighbour. A keen 
horse rider, Loretta loves nothing more than cantering 
her chestnut stallion through Mr Peski’s garden, with 

little regard for the garden itself.  

Loretta’s parents are both doctors 
and she, unlike the Peski kids, 
attends private school – and is driven 
there in the latest-model electric car 
by her Swedish au pair, Ingrid.  

While boys may throw themselves at 
Loretta’s endless legs, the rest of the 
town does not think highly of her 
underhand ways. Does Loretta care? 
Not one little bit!  

Pumpkin 
Technically April’s ‘therapy dog’, Pumpkin the terrier’s 
favourite form of therapy is biting people’s ankles. 
Hairy ankles, if he has the choice. He’s yappy, snappy 
and often manages to get his four 
paws right in the centre of the 
action.  

Like all dogs, Pumpkin likes 
running, barking, sleeping and 
getting treats from the one 
person he truly adores (that’s 
April, of course).  

Questions and activities:  

1. Pick a secondary character in The Peski Kids (for 
example, Dad or Ingrid) and write a character profile 
for them. 

2. Pick another book and, following the style of the 
above character profiles, write profiles for each of the 
main characters of the book.  

LANGUAGE 
Use language to shape and make meaning according 
to purpose, audience and context. 

Purpose and audience  
Watch R. A. Spratt talk about her new book on the link 
below:  

https://raspratt.com/2018/05/14/explaing-the-peski-
kids/  

Questions and activities:  

1. Discuss the purpose of writing this book and who it is 
written for (e.g. audience).  

2. From the way the author talks during this short clip 
how would you describe her?  

3. Is this reflected in her writing? What is your evidence 
from the text?  

Humour  
Writing funny stories is one of the hardest forms of the 
craft. You may have a great sense of humour, but 
capturing that in your writing takes skill and practice. 
Here are some of the techniques that R. A. Spratt 
employs that you may want to use in your own writing.  

Irony: The expression of one's meaning by using 
language that normally signifies the opposite, typically 
for humorous or emphatic effect. A simple way of 
putting it is that irony usually signals a difference 
between the appearance of things and reality.  

Hyperbole: Exaggeration used to evoke strong feelings 
or create an impression which is not meant to be taken 

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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literally. Often involves a surprise or unexpected event 
or consequence.  

Parody: The opportunity to imitate the style of an 
individual, place, object or institution with a 
nonsensical approach.  

Activity: critical and creative thinking  

1. Ask students in pairs to individually list the five 
events in the story that they consider to be the 
funniest. The pairs will then link up to share their lists 
and together form the top three funniest events. 
Students critically analyse their top three events and 
determine which technique the author used. Class to 
then share and collate.  

Individual examples from The Peski Kids: The Mystery of 
the Squashed Cockroach:  

The Peski kid’s house being blown up (p.20) - 
Hyperbole 

Loretta breaking and entering (p.111) - Irony 

April accusing people of murder (p.237) - Parody 

2. Students write about a short humorous event that 
has happened to them at school or at home.  

3. Consider which technique (e.g. irony, hyperbole, 
parody) could be used to make this paragraph even 
funnier and rewrite the event.  

Dialogue 
In the author’s inspiration for The Peski Kids, R. A. 
Spratt mentioned that she wanted to reflect the way 
siblings communicate in the real world.  

Register: a stylistic variety of a language, such as 
formal or informal. 

Colloquial language: appropriate to or characteristic of 
conversational speech or writing in which the speaker 
or writer is under no particular constraint to choose 

standard, formal, conservative, deferential, polite, or 
grammatically unchallengeable words, but feels free to 
choose words as appropriate from the informal, slang, 
vulgar, or taboo elements of the lexicon. 

Questions and activities:  

1. Discuss how you talk to your siblings or best friends. 
Do you ever yell, wheedle or use sarcasm? How does 
the language you use differ from how you would speak 
to your parents or an adult? 

2. How would you describe the dialogue in The Peski 
Kids? 

3. How does R. A. Spratt reflect the Peski kids’ age and 
interpersonal relationships in their dialogue? Find 
some true-to-life examples of how the Peski kids talk 
to one another in the book.  

4. Write your own dialogue between siblings, based on 
your own experiences. How does your writing and the 
language you use differ to a formal piece of writing 
such as a newspaper report or essay? 

Cliff-hanger endings  
Questions and activities:  
1. What is the purpose of this type of ending?  

2. How did you feel when this story ended?  

3. Brainstorm all the possible ideas for what will 
happen in the next The Peski Kids book.  

4. Create a book trailer for The Peski Kids.  
 
View some examples of completed book trailers online 
and discuss:  

• What is the purpose of a book trailer?  
• Who is the audience?  
• What techniques are used to motivate you to 

buy to book?  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET: WRITING EXERCISE 
 

The Peski Kids: Mystery of the Squashed Cockroach has a cliff-hanger ending. Using the last few lines from the story as 
a guide, write one or two paragraphs about what might happen next. 

 
Their house was on fire. Flames licked out from an upstairs window. 

The Peski kids were horror struck. 

‘This is a nightmare,’ murmured Fin. 

It was the second time they had seen their home in flames in one week. 

‘Who would do this to us?’ asked Joe. 

No one had a clever reply. 

  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET: HOW TO MAKE A BOOK TRAILER 
 

Read the book and consider what the story is about. Who are the most important characters and what are the key 
points? 

1. Write a 30-second to 1-minute trailer script and remember to keep it short and sweet.  

2. Visualise your trailer by gathering images and music.  

3. Try using Story Scrapbook, Tristan Bancks’ free transmedia story brainstorming app:  

http://www.tristanbancks.com/p/story- scrapbook.html  

4. Complete your book trailer if you are using still images or shoot and edit if you are using video.  

5. View your trailer and reflect on it to see if you have achieved your purpose.  Edit if necessary. 

6. When you are satisfied, share it with your class or add it to your school website. 

  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
http://www.tristanbancks.com/p/story-%20scrapbook.html
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WORKSHEET: NEWSPAPER REPORT 
 

Let’s learn what makes a good newspaper article and grab the reader’s attention with an arresting headline (adapted 
from http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/englishD9.htm). 

Use the newspaper template to complete your report on the cockroach mystery which the Peski kids have solved. 

 

 
 
  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/englishD9.htm
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Friday Barnes: Girl 
Detective 
by R. A. Spratt 
 

Imagine if Sherlock Holmes was 
an eleven-year-old girl!  

When girl detective Friday Barnes 
solves a bank robbery she uses the 
reward money to send herself to 
the most exclusive boarding 
school in the country, Highcrest 
Academy. 

On arrival, Friday is shocked to 
discover the respectable school is 
actually a hotbed of crime. She's 
soon investigating everything 
from disappearing homework to 
the Yeti running around the 
school swamp. That’s when she’s 
not dealing with her own problem 
– Ian Wainscott, the handsomest 
boy in school, who inexplicably 
hates Friday and loves nasty 
pranks. 

Can Friday solve Highcrest 
Academy’s many strange 
mysteries, including the biggest 
mystery of all – what’s the point 
of high school? 

Teachers’ resources available. 

Mr Bambuckle’s 
Remarkables 
by Tim Harris 
 

When Mr Bambuckle arrives, 
laughs, thrills, silliness and 
imagination are guaranteed to 
follow! 

He’s the first teacher to cook us 
breakfast. 

Is his spark-maker beetle really 
that dangerous? 

I heard he drank yak’s milk in 
Mongolia. 

He’s the only person who isn’t 
afraid of Canteen Carol. 

My mum says he used to be in the 
circus. 
 
The class in room 12B has a new 
teacher, and nothing is ever 
going to be the same . . . 

Teachers’ resources available. 

The Adventures of Nanny 
Piggins 
by R. A. Spratt 
 

A Nanny with trotters! 
 
Nanny Piggins, the world's most 
glamorous flying pig, runs away 
from the circus and goes to live 
with the Greens as their nanny.  

The Green children, Derrick, 
Samantha and Michael, fall in love 
with her instantly. Who could not 
fall in love with a Nanny whose 
only job qualifications are her 
astonishing ability to be fired out 
of a cannon and her amazing 
ability to make chocolate cake, 
sometimes both at the same 
time? 

Teachers’ resources available. 
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Jane Godwin 

Jane Godwin is an Australian children’s book publisher, and 

also the highly acclaimed author of over twenty books for 

children, across all styles and ages. Her work is published 

internationally and she has received many commendations, 

including the Queensland Premier’s Award (Children’s 

Books), the Aurealis Award and the Animal Welfare Award, 

and shortlistings in the CBC Book of the Year Awards, the 

Prime Minister’s Literary Award, the New South Wales State 

Literary Award (Patricia Wrightson Prize) the YABBA Awards, 

the Speech Pathology Awards, The Family Award for 

Children’s Books, and the Australian Book Industry Awards.  

 

 

Don’t Forget 
Penguin Random House  

A timely and uplifting picture book for 5+, reflecting on 

what’s important for each of us to remember, from the 

creative team that brought us All Through the 

Year and Today We Have No Plans. 

Don’t forget to make your bed, and wear socks that fit your 

feet…Don’t forget to care, to play, to run, to laugh… 

Sometimes, we need to remember all the things we can do 

to be part of the world. Small things, like offering a smile. 

And bigger things, like hoping, dreaming, imagining… 

 

www.janegodwin.com.au  

http://www.janegodwin.com.au/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Anna Walker 

Anna Walker writes and illustrates children's books and is 

based in Melbourne. Crafted with pencil, ink and collage, 

Anna's illustrations are inspired by the everyday details of life 

and the amusing antics of her menagerie. Anna's picture 

book, Mr Huff, which she wrote and illustrated, won the 

2016 CBCA Book of the Year for Early Childhood and was 

shortlisted in the 2016 Prime Minister's Literary Awards. 

Together with Jane Godwin, Anna has also created many 

beautiful picture books, most recently Don’t Forget. Anna's 

most recent picture books as author-illustrator are the highly 

acclaimed Florette, the delightful Lottie and Walter and the 

tender and touching Hello Jimmy! 

 

Don’t Forget 
Penguin Random House 

A timely and uplifting picture book for 5+, reflecting on 

what’s important for each of us to remember, from the 

creative team that brought us All Through the 

Year and Today We Have No Plans. 

Don’t forget to make your bed, and wear socks that fit your 

feet…Don’t forget to care, to play, to run, to laugh… 

Sometimes, we need to remember all the things we can do 

to be part of the world. Small things, like offering a smile. 

And bigger things, like hoping, dreaming, imagining… 

 

www.annawalker.com.au | @_annawalker_ | @annawalkerbooks  

Credit: Martina Gemmola 

http://www.annawalker.com.au/
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• To discuss new vocabulary, respond to texts

and share feelings and thoughts about the
events and characters in texts.

• To use and experiment with different
materials, and create artworks to
communicate ideas to an audience

• To learn the importance of being authentic,
staying true to oneself and being self-
confident, and the true rewards that brings.
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Go Go and the
Silver Shoes 

Jane Godwin and Anna Walker 

PLOT SUMMARY  
When Go Go is allowed to buy the most beautiful shoes 
ever, she decides she will wear them EVERYWHERE! 

Even to the creek, where she and her brothers go 
adventuring. 

But - Oh no, Go Go! - that's when a terrible thing 
happens . . .  
From the much-loved picture-book partnership 
comes this sparkly story of one independently 
minded little girl, and the unexpected, precious ways 
life sometimes works. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Jane Godwin is the highly acclaimed author of many 
books for children. Her work is published 
internationally and together with Anna Walker, Jane 
has created a number of bestselling picture books, 
including Little Cat and the Big Red Bus, All Through 
the Year, Today We Have No Plans, Starting School and 
What Do You Wish For? 
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AUTHOR’S INSPIRATION 
Jane Godwin says: 
A few years ago, I saw a shoe abandoned by a creek. 
It was a sneaker, not sparkly like the ones that Go Go 
has. I wondered how this shoe had got to the creek, 
and I thought about its journey, and the journey of 
the child who must have owned it. 

At around the same time a friend mentioned that he 
had a niece called Go Go. (Her real name is 
Marigold.) I loved the name so much, and although I 
have never met the real Go Go, I imagined a little 
girl who was quite strong and independent having a 
name like that. Maybe a bit of a non-conformist. A 
character started to form in my mind. 

I’ve always been interested in the idea of fate, and 
how sometimes an unfortunate event can deliver 
fortunate consequences.  

We all want something special of our own. Go Go 
doesn’t have many special things that she’s been 
allowed to choose, but more than that, she doesn’t 
really have a special friend at school who 
understands her. But then the silver shoe goes on its 
own journey, and Go Go’s fortunes change. 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 
Anna Walker writes and illustrates children's books 
and is based in Melbourne.  

Working with pencil, ink and collage, Anna develops 
her characters and enjoys spending time with them 
before they venture out into the world. Her 
illustrations are inspired by the everyday details of 
life and the amusing antics of her menagerie.  

Anna's latest book with Penguin is Florette, about the 
creative way a child deals with moving from the 
country to the city. Together with Jane Godwin, Anna 
has also recently created a beautiful picture book for 
Christmas, called What Do You Wish For? 

ILLUSTRATOR’S INSPIRATION 
Anna Walker says: 

When I first read Go Go and the Silver Shoes it 
reminded me of being at school myself as there was 
a girl called Annabel who wasn’t very kind! I love 
that Go Go stands up to Annabel and doesn't care 
what she thinks. 

I enjoyed dressing Go Go and creating the 
illustrations using collage and cutting out tiny silver 
shoes from sparkly ribbon! 

When I was a child we went camping and the scene 
of Go Go and her brothers hopping on stones in the 
creek made me think of that happy time with my 
brother! 

THEMES 
•   Friendship/significant relationships: Children can 

discuss the importance of friendship and their 
relationships with their siblings. 

•   Fate: The idea of fate playing a part in your life, 
as it does in this story, can be explained and 
discussed.  

•   Creativity/imagination: Using the illustrations in 
the book, children can identify features in the 
book that are significant to them and link that to 
their own experience. They can talk about the 
use of different colours, shapes, textures and 
other things of interest in the art and also talk 
about the author and the artist and how/why 
they made the book together. 

•   The metaphor of shoes: An opportunity to discuss 
the use of metaphors in story writing – see under 
‘English’ in the ‘Key Study Topics’ section on p3. 

•   Self-confidence/Self-worth: Children can discuss 
the ideas of being confident in your own skin – 
what you wear, what you do, and how what you 
feel about what others think of you. 

•   Our relationship to the natural and built 
environment: Looking at the book’s illustrations 
and text, students can identify the elements of 
the built environment of a city and compare how 
Go Go and her brothers feel and act in the natural 
environment compared to the built environment. 

PRE-READING QUESTIONS 
1.   Look at the front cover of the book. Look at 

what Go Go is wearing, where she is and what 
she is doing. What kind of girl do you think Go 
Go is?  

2.   Now read the back cover blurb. What do you 
think might be the ‘terrible thing’ that happens?  

3.   Just inside the cover, before the title pages and 
the start of the story, and again at the very end, 
are some illustrated pages. These are called 
‘endpapers’. What are some of the adventures 
you might go on if you could go there? How 
many different living creatures can you? (Keep 
and eye out for them when you read the story!) 
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KEY STUDY TOPICS 

English  
Jane Godwin says:  

I’ve always been interested in the idea of shoes in 
stories. From Cinderella, to Hans Christian 
Andersen’s The Red Shoes, Dorothy’s red shoes (in 
the book they were silver) in The Wizard of Oz and 
even Puss in Boots. And think of the importance of 
our first pair of shoes – often a baby’s first pair of 
shoes is a sign of independence, of their ability to 
‘step out’ into the world. 

Shoes in fairy tales often have some kind of magical, 
transformative power. Sometimes they help a 
character find grounding in the world, and change a 
character’s life in some way. They also have a 
contradictory aspect to them - shoes restrict/ bind 
our feet, but they also protect our feet as they help 
us to move across the world, and help us to where 
we need to go in life. Getting new shoes can be seen 
as getting a new support system to help us get to 
where you want to go and to feel protected/safe. 
Shoes are also like a sign/symbol of independence - 
we ‘step out into the world’ in our shoes. I’ve always 
wanted to write a book about shoes! 

 
Questions 

1.   How many characters are in this story? Do you 
think things other than people can be characters 
in a story? How? Can you think of other stories 
that have non-human or non-living characters? 

2.   Think of some other stories about shoes. Find 
some and read them. Are shoes sometimes 
magical in stories? Do you think Go Go’s shoes 
are a little bit magical? 

Activity 

1.   Write a story of your own about someone who 
has magical shoes. What powers would the 
shoes have? 

2.   New Words: Can you find three words in the 
book that are new to you? Try to work out what 
they mean from the context (the way they are 
used and what surrounds them). 

Human Society and Its Environment 
Questions 

1.   Do creeks/rivers always end in the sea? 

2.   What would have made the shoe wash up on the 
rocks? 

Activity 

1.   If you had only one shoe, list or draw all the 
things you could do with it. 

2.   If you have access to a stream, particularly one 
with a bridge across, drop in a stick and watch 
where goes (like pooh sticks in Winnie the 
Pooh).  

Creative Arts 
The author used ink and watercolour paints with 
some collage for the artwork in this book. 

Questions 

1.   Look at Go Go’s clothes throughout the book. 
What do you notice about them? How do they 
compare to the clothes that other girls wear in 
the book? 

2.   What is different about the pages that are set in 
a natural environment to those set at school or 
at home? 

Activities 
1.   Decorating shoes: 

Draw a simple shoe 
shape on cardboard 
and paint, draw or 
collage your 
favourite pattern on 
the shoe. The kids 
could use glitter, 
coloured paper, 
beads or anything. 
Using string, laces could be tied on the shoe too! 
 

2.   Creative footwear: Download an outline of a 
shoe and print on photocopy paper. Children can 
come up with a creative scene on the shoe! 
There may be underwater themes or forest 
themes. Or shoes might have special additions 
such as wings or wheels! 
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3.   Underwater picture: Children can create an 
underwater image either drawing or painting or 
making a diorama! Floating in the sea could be 
something precious or something strange that 
does not belong there.  

 

4.   In these shoes: Children could write a story 
about where they would go in their special 
shoes! What adventure would they have?  

 

 

 

READING GO GO & THE SILVER 
SHOES 
Jane Godwin and Anna Walker work closely as author 
and illustrator on their stories together. They both 
know how the illustrations can add an extra layer of 
meaning to a story. It is important to pause and ask 
students to examine the illustrations on each page 
carefully for further information and clues. Whilst 
asking students questions about the text, look for 
questions that can be answered with the illustration 
on the page.  

Page 3 & 4 
•   What do these scenes tell us about the 

relationship between Go Go and her brothers? 

Page 5 
•   Compare Go Go’s oufit with those of Annabel and 

her two friends. How are they different? Do you 
think Go Go is friends with them?  

Page 6 and 7  
•   If you had the choice of any shoe in that window, 

which would you choose? Why? 

•   What is your favourite type of clothing? 

Page 8 and 9  
•   Have you every had something you loved wearing 

so much you hardly ever wanted to took it off? 
Can you describe it? 

•   I you were Go Go, would you wear the new shoes 
on a picnic? 

•   Have you noticed something here about her 
silver shoes? 

Page10 and 11  
•   Thinking about what Go Go has already said 

about her new shoes, and having looked carefully 
at the last spread of illustrations, can you guess 
what’s about to happen? 

Page 12, 13 and 14 
•   Have you ever lost something in the water? What 

are some of the reasons Go Go and her brothers 
might not have been able to rescue the shoe?  

Page 15 
•   What kinds of emotions might Go Go be feeling 

after losing her special new shoe? 

Page 16 and 17  
•   Why is Go Go angry here more than sad? 

•   Can you name some of the animals watching the 
shoe float down the stream? 

•   How does the illsutrator show the water and how 
it’s flowing? 

Page 18  
•   Do you think Go Go’s brothers are trying to be 

helpful? 

•   What are some other things you might use one 
glittery shoe for? 

Page 19 
•   Do you think Go Go cares about what Annabelle 

thinks? 

Page 20 and 21  
•   Knowing that the last spread showed Go Go back 

and school, what is this spread telling you? 

•   Look at the fish and compare them to the fish we 
saw earlier. What’s different about them and 
what might that mean? 
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Page 22 and 23 
•   What do you think the new girl might be like?  

•   Have you ever had to show a new student around 
the school? How did it feel? What did you say? 

Page 24 
•   Why has the illustration included a scene at the 

beach here? Look closely at the rocks. 

•   Who is the girl in the beach scene? 

Page 25 
•   Why do you think Ellie is looking at Go Go’s shoe? 

•   What do you think Go Go is hoping about Ellie? 

Page 26 and 27  
•   What can you tell about Ellie from her room? 

•   What do you think is going to happen next? 

Page 28 and 29  
•   If you had found something precious that found 

out belonged to someone else, what would you 
do? 

Page 30 and 31  
•   Which shoe is the one that’s been in the water? 

•   What do you think Go Go will want to do with the 
shoe? 

Page 32 
•   Have you ever found a new friend in an unusual 

way? Share a story with the class. 
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