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YEARS 
4 – 6

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

Cross-curricular priorities: Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 
(ATSI) histories & culture 
English: listening & speaking interactions, personal responses, 
vocabulary, responding to literature, evaluating texts 
Visual art: Aboriginal art  
Music: Aboriginal music
Dance: Aboriginal dance  
Themes: pride, respect, maintaining culture. 
Science: f ire, water
Geography: ATSI peoples connection to land

SESSION:

MY CULTURE AND ME

9.50AM – 10.35AM

A proud Kamilaroi and Euahlayi man from 

south-west Queensland, Gregg Dreise is a 

storyteller and artist. He’s also a musician 

who loves sharing the sounds of the didgeridoo 

and guitar with young people. His latest 

book Hello and Welcome celebrates Australia’s 

Indigenous heritage and is a companion book 

to his highly acclaimed My Culture and Me. Let 

Gregg guide you into a world of song and story.

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: narrative writing, characterisation, humour, 
literature & context, features of literary texts, vocabulary, 
experimentation with sound devices, how authors make  
stories exciting 
Health: adapting to different contexts & situations, goal 
setting, career aspirations, thinking optimistically

SESSION:

MEET R.A. SPRATT

10.45AM – 11.30AM

From the world’s most  

glamourous flying pig, Nanny Piggins to super 

sleuth Friday Barnes, R.A. Spratt is an expert 

at creating quirky and hilarious characters 

that kids love. So where do her zany ideas 

come from? And how does she make kids laugh 

out loud? Don’t miss this opportunity to get 

inside the mind of one of Australia’s funniest 

writers and hear tantalising tales about some 

of her most popular characters. 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

English: purpose & audience, language for interaction, 
literature & context, how authors create characters, 
experimentation & adaptation, storytelling
Themes: goals, dreams, career aspirations, inspiration, 
imagination, resilience, the writing process
General capabilities: Creative and critical thinking

SESSION:

THE ACCIDENTAL AUTHOR

12.15PM – 1.00PM

Quite by accident, Jane Godwin became an 

author – not the photographer or psychologist 

she imagined. Jane has immersed herself in 

the world of children’s literature, writing 

and publishing many books. Why is she so 

passionate about sharing stories?  Join Jane for 

an interactive session exploring the aspects 

of story writing, challenging you to put pen 

to paper to capture ideas that you can develop 

later.
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Gregg Dreise  

 
Gregg Dreise grew up in south-west Queensland in a large 
family that loves music, art, sport, culture and family. He is 
very proud of his Kamilaroi and Euahlayi heritage. Culture, 
music and storytelling have run through his family’s blood 
since time began.  
 
Gregg is a talented storyteller who uses didgeridoos, 
guitars, laughter and high-energy performances to pass on 
culture, unity and wisdom through his educational talks. 
He is on a journey to get right around Australia to share his 
stories and learn more about the ancient and diverse 
histories and cultures of this beautiful country. He is fully 
aware that all of our cultural roots help strengthen the 
assortment of unique and proud Australians that we all 
become. 
 
 

Hello and Welcome 
Penguin Random House Australia 

 
Feel the welcome as we celebrate Indigenous culture, 
Elders and future generations. Join the corroboree in the 
traditional Gamilaraay language of the Kamilaroi people as 
we listen and learn together. 
 
A wonderful companion to Gregg Dreise's highly 
acclaimed My Culture and Me, this joyful picture book 
celebrates Australia’s Indigenous heritage and the 
diversity we enjoy today. 

 
Hello and welcome to our corroboree. Hello and welcome 
to our gathering. Father Sky, Mother Earth, together here 
with me. Different colours, different people, together in 
harmony. 
 

 
 

http://www.greggdreise.com.au/
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KEY CURRICULUM AREAS 
• Learning areas: English; Art 
• General capabilities: Intercultural 

understanding 
• Cross-curriculum priorities: Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures 
 
REASONS FOR STUDYING THIS BOOK 
• Learn about Aboriginal culture and heritage 

through a personal story from Gregg Dreise, 
one of Australia’s best storytellers.  

 
THEMES 
• Storytelling 
• Aboriginal music, dance and movement 
• Aboriginal art 
• Identity 
• Connection to the land 
• Connection to culture and heritage 

 
PREPARED BY 
Gregg Dreise 
 
PUBLICATION DETAILS 
ISBN:   9780143789376 (hardback) 
 
These notes may be reproduced free of charge for 
use and study within schools but they may not be 
reproduced (either in whole or in part) and offered 
for commercial sale. 
  
Visit penguin.com.au/teachers to find out how our 
fantastic Penguin Random House Australia books can 
be used in the classroom, sign up to the teachers’ 
newsletter and follow us on @penguinteachers. 
 
Copyright © Gregg Dreise 2019 
 
 

 

My Culture and Me 
Gregg Dreise 

PLOT SUMMARY  
Feel the rhythm of the music, from your heart down to 
your feet. 

Enjoy the movements of melodies, as clapsticks keep a 
strong beat. 

This is my culture. This is me.  

Beautifully written and illustrated, My Culture and Me  
is a heartfelt and stirring story of cherishing and 
sustaining Indigenous cultures. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Gregg Dreise grew up in south-west Queensland in a 
large family that loves music, art, sport, culture and 
family. He is very proud of his Kamilaroi and Euahlayi 
heritage. The Kamilaroi and Euahlayi peoples’ lands 
extend from south-west Queensland into north-west 
New South Wales. 

Culture, music and storytelling have run through his 
family’s blood since time began. Gregg is a talented 
storyteller who uses didgeridoos, guitars, laughter and 
high-energy performances to pass on culture, unity 
and wisdom through his educational talks. 

He is on a journey to get right around Australia to share 
his stories and learn more about the ancient and 
diverse histories and cultures of this beautiful country. 
He is fully aware that all of our cultural roots help 
strengthen the assortment of unique and proud 
Australians that we all become. 

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
http://twitter.com/penguinteachers
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WORKSHEET: Aboriginal Art 
Learn and respectfully create 

 

Aboriginal art is sadly often misunderstood. The purpose of the art is not to look pretty – everything in each image 
has connections and meaning. 

Look at my artwork and discuss what you see. 

 
 

• Did you see my parents and my seven brothers and sisters? 

• Did you see my children and me? 

• I’m guessing you found my totem easily enough. 

• Search an aerial map of Noosa and compare it to the map above. Does my artwork now make more sense? 
Knowing each part of your area is essential to your connection to country and survival. Perhaps you can search a 
map of your area and create your own connection to your country, and include your family too. 

Challenge – where is this Aboriginal Art of Country from? 

 

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET: The Importance of Water 
Listen, learn and brainstorm 

 

In Kamilaroi and Euahlayi Country, water is cherished and hard to find. It is believed that the Rainbow Serpent helped 
our ancestors carve out the waterways to supply our country. He also used his great power to dig down and create 
the waterholes which magically supply us water from Mother Earth – even throughout droughts. 

 
   
 
• Can you research how you get your water each day?  

• Discuss what we could do to better look after our water.  

• Do you think that there are some things that disappoint our Aboriginal Elders that happen around our waterways 
today? 

  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET: Fire Technology 
Aboriginal Science 

 

Have you ever seen people rub sticks together to make fire? Have you ever tried it yourself? Did it work – honestly? 

Most people don’t know that you need a special type of stick to make fire in this way. Fire sticks are fibrous . . . that 
means that when you scrape the end of the stick with your fingernails a powder falls out – like tiny snowflakes. This is 
what heats up. 

Do you know what 3 things make the fire triangle? 

 
 

Can you identify how rubbing fire sticks creates fire using the fire triangle? 

The rubbing makes the ____________________________________ 

The blowing makes the ____________________________________ 

The dead plant fibres make the ______________________________ 

 

Can you work out some of the rules of who starts the fires to keep our families safe?  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET: Paint Making 
 

Paint making is an important part of Aboriginal culture, and there are many things that go into making paint. 

First, you need to know what ochre is: a rock that turns into a fine powder when rubbed. Chalk is an example of a 
white ochre that companies now shape for use on chalkboards and pavement. 

Then you need to locate different coloured ochres, collecting only what you need at the time. 

Next, you thank Mother Earth for providing you a gift. 

Then, to start making the paint, you rub two parts of the rock together over a Coolamon (bowl) until the bowl is half 
full of coloured powder. Using a stick with a rounded end, or a smooth river stone, press on any bits of rock in the 
bowl to ensure everything is totally crushed. Continue to stir whilst slowly adding water. 

When you have created a smooth paint-like mixture you have created body paint. This is used in ceremonies to 
decorate our skin to either look like a character in a story (costume), or to paint your family totemic lines and designs 
on you (passed on through families since time began). 

You can make the paint more long term, or permanent, by adding animal fat. 

Did you know – there was no can or compressor used to turn paint into spray paint in Aboriginal art. Can you think 
how the earliest spray paint was sprayed? Did you guess that it was by putting into the paint into your mouth to 
spray it? This type of art was made by spraying paint around your hand to create a silhouette. Nowdays, you could 
put your home-made ochre paint into a spray bottle and try spraying it over your hand. 

Below is my hand. 

 

 
 
 

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET: Didgeridoo Note Taking 
 

Your teacher is going to read the following passage about Didgeridoos. Take notes as you listen, and see if you can 
get the most important parts jotted into your notes in time. 

Didgeridoos are one of the oldest instruments in the whole world. They are from the northern parts of 
Australia. They are a very sacred instrument, which is why only men play the didgeridoo. However, didgeridoo 
is not the instrument’s real name – it was a mistake. There are several names for the instrument in different 
languages. 

Didgeridoos are only made from a few types of trees that are hard on the outside, and soft on the inside. 
When the tree branches fall to the ground, termites eat through the soft, middle part of the branch and make 
it hollow. (Other trees are the same throughout, so the termites eat all through the wood and they fall apart.) 

Once hollow branches are found by Aboriginal men, great care is taken to ensure snakes and other dangerous 
creatures have not taken shelter inside. Once the branch has been checked, it is then put in water to chase out 
the termites and other insects. When the branch is completely empty of creatures, the bark is stripped and 
family totems and tribal designs are painted on the bare wood to show ownership of the instrument. Beeswax 
is then heated and applied to the top opening of the branch to make it more comfortable to play. 

Playing the didgeridoo is done for several reasons: Making music throughout sacred ceremonies; Performing 
at open ceremonies that lots of people go to; Playing traditional games with children; Creating relaxing music 
to help people, especially babies, to go to sleep. 

Aboriginal people ask all people to respect their traditions. It is especially important that people show respect 
to one of the oldest instruments in the world and don’t touch a didgeridoo unless they are invited to. 
Aboriginal Elders are continually disappointed when they see people breaking such sacred and ancient rules. It 
is also extremely disappointing to see non-Aboriginal people use this instrument to make money, as this is 
disrespectful. Didgeridoos should not be made out of bamboo nor drilled-out wood. 

 

Let’s see how your notes went. Look at your notes to answer these questions: 

1. Which part of Australia are didgeridoos from? 

2. Who plays the instrument? 

3. List the four reasons to play the didgeridoo. 

4. What is the greatest care taken when finding didgeridoos? 

5. What is applied to the instrument to make it more comfortable to play? 

6. Why are didgeridoos painted? 

7. How are they made hollow? 

8. Why can’t you make a didgeridoo from the wood of any tree? 

9. Should non-traditional people play and sell didgeridoos for money? 

10. How can fake didgeridoos be created?  

 

 
  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET: Aboriginal Dance 
Word search 

 

Can you find all the words listed in the word search below? 

 

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET: The Art of Creating a Picture Book 
 

A lot of time and care goes into a picture book. Take your copy of My Culture and Me and examine it carefully to 
answer the questions below. 

• How many sentences appear on each spread (double page)?  

• What is the usual amount of full stops used per spread? Do any spreads have significantly more or less than 
average? Can you think of a reason for the change in pattern? 

• Roughly how many syllables are there per line (up to each full stop)? Is this always exactly the same?  

• Listen to my song ‘My Culture’ on YouTube (https://youtu.be/CHCgo7XKcVg). Do you think my love of music 
helps me to write? Can you list the similarities of writing picture books and songs? 

• Can you find a most common length of a song? Can you find a most common length of a picture book? As writers 
(song or picture book) we always write to a structure. Can you list some of the structures that your teacher/s 
encourages you to write to? 

• When planning books, we draw ideas – these are called ‘black and white roughs’. This is the black and white 
rough for spread 8. Can you identify the additions to this drawing that went into the final painting? 

 

 

Try to replicate the structure of My Culture and Me and write about yourself.  

• Tip – I enjoy writing about the things I am passionate about. To help you to write, think of the things you love. 
You will find that it is much easier to write about the things you love. 

• Just like athletes, the more you practise, the better you get. To get better at writing try doing some practice 
every day. Try writing to your senses – e.g. the smells you love. The tastes you love. The sights you love. The 
textures you love. The sounds you love.  

 

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
https://youtu.be/CHCgo7XKcVg
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WORKSHEET: Persuasive Writing 
 

Read the persuasive writing piece below, titled: Technology is ruining children’s lives. 

Far too many children are growing up in front of screens. TVs, computers, laptops, iPads, iPods, Xboxes, 
PlayStations, phones – blah blah blah. Yes, they are awesome, I agree, but so is chocolate. But everyone 
knows that chocolate is a ‘sometimes’ food – a treat. Screen time should be just that too – a ‘sometimes 
treat’. 

If you study old black and white photos, no-one is overweight. Old photos of Aboriginal hunters will show you 
fit men with muscles and six packs – but there were no gyms around. You don’t need a gym to keep you fit 
and in great shape if you get out every day and walk. Walk and work. This keeps you in great shape. Sadly, if 
you look at adults who are in front of screen for too long, their bodies don’t look anywhere near as healthy as 
the people in black and white photos from before technology screens were invented. 

It is awful to be honest enough to do the same comparison of children. Yes, those old black and white photos 
of children are all healthy looking. However honestly, look at today’s children. What was the difference – 
obviously no screen time. Children in those old photos ran around playing all day. There were some wooden 
toys, but generally they explored, invented and created – most importantly walked and ran regularly. 

In Aboriginal Culture children walked with the Elders and learnt directions and understood landmarks so that 
they could never get lost. They explored hunting techniques and dangers of their environment. They learnt to 
catch, prepare and cook food. They played traditional games that involved running around laughing and 
learning about animals and food. 

Sadly, today even our Aboriginal Elders struggle to get the children outside learning traditions. ‘Why hunt?’ 
they say. We can buy food. Albeit fast food that is not at all healthy for you. ‘I will come out and learn 
traditions later – after I play these games on the screen.’ But grandparents and Elders don’t last forever. This is 
why more of our culture is being lost. 

This is why people don’t know which foods are poisonous. This is why people can’t find water in the desert. 
This is why people get lost in the bush. This is why people buy fruit and vegetables whilst the native food is 
rotting on its plant. This is why some bush tucker can’t regrow, because no one is tilling the soil for it to come 
back next season. This is why stories of rules, food and danger are being lost throughout generations. This is 
why people are out of shape and unhealthy . . . 

Technology screens. A ‘sometimes treat’ that people use far too often. Do you need more time away from 
screens? What are you waiting for?  

The pride in listening to your Elders WILL lead to pride within yourself. 

 
 

What did you think of the piece? Did it outline compelling reasons why screen time should be minimised? What other 
things do you think people do that are bad for them? Write a persuasive piece to make your point.  

  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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INFORMATION SHEET: Dreaming Circles 
 

 
 
Have you noticed the dots arranged in circles in Aboriginal Art? These are Dreaming Circles. They represent our place 
in space and highlight the importance of things going around and around forever.  

They show us going around the sun, the cyclic nature of our seasons, the transition of our generations and how we 
need to look after Mother Earth so that she is happy to feed our family, our children’s families, our grandchildren’s 
families, our friends and our fellow countrymen. They remind us that all of our decisions need to consider the future 
of the world. 

It is essential that we all learn not to be greedy and worry about ourselves, right now. These circles are things we 
often invite people to join in on our artwork, but we always respectfully ask that other people don’t copy our sacred 
art for profit. Please enjoy creating some art work of your own, but leave the creation of our art to Aboriginal people. 

 

 
  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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INFORMATION SHEET: Totems 
 

There are many different Aboriginal cultures across Australia, but they all have some things in common. One of 
those things is a totem. A totem is a family group that is passed down through your family since the Dreamtime. In 
the Dreamtime, people and animals could change – these totems descended into our families today. 

My Family Totem is the Emu. Our Songline (Dreamtime Story) is all about that giant emu in the sky (The Milky Way) 
and his footprint (The Southern Cross). Our Dreaming talks about how the Emu in the Sky got there, and why Emus 
can no longer fly. Our Songline teaches everyone in our nation not to be a show-off. 

Because we are the Emu family, we do not kill, cook nor eat emus. We are their guardians. If emu populations are low 
in our area, we can order the rest of the community not to hunt emus until their numbers are replenished. 

To highlight our connection, we paint all of our artefacts with emus, their footprints, and even the Southern Cross. If 
you look back at the book, you will see quite a lot of these things. I can count 31 . . . but you had better check that 
amount and see if you agree. 

 
  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET: Identity 
 

It has been extremely important for me to paint the character of this book to reflect my culture and me.  

Sadly lots of people think that all Aboriginal people are the same. This is not the case. For example, communities 
from close to the equator are the darkest.  Can you research the equator and brainstorm why these groups have the 
darkest skin? 

Aboriginal groups also lived in areas that snowed, and some cultures are rainforest people. Obviously, they are not 
out in the hot sun like desert people. Can you identify on a map of Australia the parts that snow? Can you find the 
dense rainforests of Australia? 

These areas also affect the hair type of Aboriginal people. See if you can research a range of hair types across 
Australia from straight all the way to tight ‘afro’-like hair. 

It is also important to discuss modern Aboriginal people. Luckily, today people are free to marry whoever they 
choose. My Aboriginal mother married my Caucasian father, whose family came to Australia from Germany well 
before I was born. When I was at school, people called me half Aboriginal. I drew a picture of what I might look like if 
that were true. Funny, hey? 

 
The truth is, you either are Aboriginal or you are not. There is no fraction. My family doesn’t teach me half of our 
culture because of my dad. You learn from your Elders as much culture as you are willing to learn. It is not 
determined by a fraction.  

Throughout My Culture and Me, you will notice that the main character is not as dark as his dad, nor his uncle. Being 
Aboriginal is not about colour, it is about pride.  

I hope that you have enjoyed learning a bit of my culture, and a bit about me. Please take the time to listen and 
learn about Aboriginal culture. It is very wise and extremely important to know all about the rich knowledge of 
the oldest culture in the world. 

 
  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET: Connection to Country 
Close Activity 

Fill in the missing words from the list below. 
 
Throughout most c_ _ _ _ _ _ _ it is said that humans p_ _ _ _ _ _ _  or own land. In my culture we 
have been r_ _ _ _ _  to understand (from our current g_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  all the way back to the 
beginning of time) that we are a p_ _ _ of the land. It is said that our s_ _ _ _ _ upon conception 
comes from Father Sky’s magic; it r_ _ _ _ _ _ with us here on Mother E_ _ _ _ , until it is time for 
our b_ _ _ to go to the earth and our spirit back up to the s_ _. 
One way to show our c_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ to country is through an i_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ceremony where 
our  h_ _ _ _ are sprayed onto stone. This connection h_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ the respect we have for our  
t_ _ _ here with our Earth Mother.  
As an I_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ throughout my book My C_ _ _ _ _ _ and Me, I have blended  
t_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ art into modern P_ _ _ _ _ _ Book illustrations. 
The traditional p_ _ _ _ _ _ _ below shows my connection to F_ _ _ _ _ Sky and M_ _ _ _ _ Earth.  
It is much more a_ _ _ _ _ _ _ than the illustrations throughout the book. 
 

abstract  body 
connection  Culture 
cultures  Earth 
Father  generation 
hands  highlights 
Illustrator  initiation 
Mother  painting 
part   Picture 
purchase  raised 
remains  sky 
spirit  time 
traditional 

 

Bonus activity: 

Can you find the following in the 
illustration? 

The Earth 
The Sky 
The Sun 
The Moon 
The Stars  
The hills  
The river 
The fish trap 
The 4  waterholes

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
R.A. Spratt 

 
R.A. Spratt is the author of The Peski Kids, Friday Barnes and 
The Adventures of Nanny Piggins. In her previous life she was a 
television writer. In recent years she has specialized mainly in 
children’s animation, but she has also had extensive experience 
writing jokes, sketch comedy and political satire. 
 
Unlike the Peski kids, R.A. Spratt never fights with her brother, 
but only because he moved to Hong Kong to get away from 
her. R.A. lives in Bowral, NSW, where she has three chickens, 
two goldfish and a dog. She also has a husband and two 
daughters. 

 
 
 

The Peski Kids: Stuck In The Mud 
Penguin Random House 

 
Life is hard enough without having to spend time with your 
siblings. Joe, Fin and April Peski, teamed with Loretta, their 
stunningly beautiful yet sociopathic next-door neighbour, and 
Pumpkin, the world’s worst trained dog, together they are The 
Peski Kids. 
 
Things are about to get messy for the Peski Kids as mud-run 
madness descends on Currawong! 
 
Chaos parachutes into Currawong when the annual Mud Run 
hits town. The Peski kids are soon swept up in the festivities. 
Or in April’s case, strapped to a vision-impaired competitor in 
the race. 
 
Can Joe beat the fierce opposition? Can Fin hit Joe with a giant 
mud ball? Can April make it through a school day without 
getting expelled? Who knows? But when the prize money goes 
missing someone has to figure out what really happened under 
all that mud! 
 

www.raspratt.com | @raspratt  

http://www.raspratt.com/
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The Mystery of the 
Squashed Cockroach 

R. A. Spratt  

ABOUT THE BOOK 
Three squabbling siblings. One all-too perfect next-
door neighbour. A missing mum, a bumbling dad, a 
kooky cockroach mystery and an eccentric country 
town. What could possibly go wrong? 

Life is hard enough without having to spend time with 
your siblings. But there is no other way for Joe, Fin and 
April Peski to solve the mystery of the cockroach 
catastrophes that is rocking their new home town of 
Currawong.  

Along with Loretta, their stunningly beautiful yet 
sociopathic next-door neighbour, and Pumpkin, the 
world’s worst trained dog, they set out to catch the 
culprit.  

Together they are The Peski Kids. 

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
http://twitter.com/penguinteachers
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
R.A. Spratt is an award winning author and television 
writer. She is best known for writing the Nanny Piggins 
and Friday Barnes series.  
 
R.A. Spratt got her first writing job in 1997, as a staff 
writer at Good News Week (a satirical TV game show). 
R.A. has gone on to write for dozens of TV programs. 
After several years of writing comedy, she started 
writing preschool drama and in recent years has mainly 
written children’s animation.  
 
R.A. Spratt wrote her first book, The Adventures of 
Nanny Piggins, in 2006. It was published in Australia in 
March, 2009, and the USA in August, 2010.  
 
R.A. Spratt lives in Bowral, NSW, where she has three 
chickens, two goldfish and a dog. She also has a 
husband and two daughters. Unlike the Peski kids, R.A. 
Spratt never fights with her brother, but only because 
he moved to Hong Kong to get away from her. 

For more information, visit: raspratt.com 

AUTHOR’S INSPIRATION 
R. A. Spratt was inspired by two main ideas: 

Firstly, how awful all other books are. She believes 
none of them reflect the way brothers and sisters really 
talk to each other. R.A. Spratt says that, in the real 
world, siblings talk to each other in a constant stream 
of sarcasm, needling, yelling, accusations, wheedling 
and verbal abuse. Which is far more interesting than 
being nice, kind and considerate. She wanted to reflect 
this in her writing and characters in The Peski Kids. 

Secondly, the town she lives in, located in the Southern 
Highlands. It is very nice but also very strange, with 
bizarre festivals for all sorts of random annual events. 
Life is totally different when you live in a small place 
where everyone knows everyone. It makes everything 
a little bit claustrophobic, which is the perfect setting 
for a mystery. 

THEMES 

Family 
The Peski kids family is torn apart in the opening 
chapters of the novel. They are used to living with their 
mum and haven’t seen their dad for years. Their father 
is an unknown quantity and at first, the Peski kids treat 
him with mild disrespect and amusement. Over the 
course of the story however, their relationship with 
him begins to grow and the family dynamic shifts. 

New experiences 
As the Peski Kids are forced to move to Currawong 
they find themselves having many new experiences; a 
new school, new identities, new friends (and enemies), 
new social standing, new living situation and so on. In a 
way, these new experiences encourage the kids to pull 
together as they find their feet and attempt to solve 
the mystery of the squashed cockroach. 

Mystery 
Underpinning the whole story are two main mystery 
elements – who is responsible for killing all the 
cockroaches, and what has happened to their mother. 
While the majority of time is spent on the cockroach 
mystery, the fact that their mother has been 
kidnapped by the Kolektiv is an undercurrent 
throughout and appears to be tied into the explosive 
ending of the book.  

CHARACTER PROFILES 
The Peski Kids is a character-driven story and each of 
the main characters have very different personalities.  

Joe 
The oldest of the Peski kids, Joe is 16 going on 60. A 
nervous sort, Joe often finds words performing 
acrobatics on the tip of his tongue and ends up 
stammering. As a result he says very little – except to 
break up fights between April and Fin!  

Joe is tall and muscly and has 
quite the knack for sports – 
and, to his horror, teenage 
girls! Even his lack of 
conversation seems to spur 
them on, and Joe can often 
be found hiding in strange 
places during recess and 
lunch.  

Ever-growing and ever-
hungry, Joe is never sure 
what he wants more – food, 
or peace and quiet. 
Unfortunately for him, he’s 
likely to get neither 
throughout the course of this 
book!  

 

Fin 
Small in stature but big on provoking April, at age 13 
Fin is the middle Peski kid. He’s smart, serious and 
always has a quick retort to deliver in his poker-faced 
way.  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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Fin would much rather blend into a crowd than stand 
out, but he’s also not going to let 
himself get walked over – so 
don’t push him too far, some of 
April’s wrestling tricks have 
definitely rubbed off!  

Although not terribly in touch 
with his emotions, Fin’s in for a 
rollercoaster ride of feelings in 
this book. And unfortunately, 
Fin’s pale skin means that his 
blushing face stands out a mile 
away . . . did someone say 
Loretta?!  

April 
At age 12, April is the youngest of the Peski kids – but 
she doesn’t let that stand in her way! April is a girl that 
knows her own mind and isn’t afraid to use it. A lover of 
wrestling, an award-winning arguer and a firm 
feminist, April explodes out of the pages of the book.  

Having been diagnosed with a social anxiety disorder 
(read: anger management issues), April is rarely seen 
without her furry – and somewhat fiery – companion, 
Pumpkin the dog. 
Apparently, he has a 
calming influence on her 
. . . despite his tendency 
for biting.  

Surprisingly, April is 
happiest in art class – 
things like painting and 
basket weaving seem to 
have a therapeutic effect 
on her. Go figure.ve a 
therapeutic e  

Loretta 
Beautiful, polite and most likely a criminal mastermind, 
Loretta is the Peski kids’ next-door neighbour. A keen 
horse rider, Loretta loves nothing more than cantering 
her chestnut stallion through Mr Peski’s garden, with 

little regard for the garden itself.  

Loretta’s parents are both doctors 
and she, unlike the Peski kids, 
attends private school – and is driven 
there in the latest-model electric car 
by her Swedish au pair, Ingrid.  

While boys may throw themselves at 
Loretta’s endless legs, the rest of the 
town does not think highly of her 
underhand ways. Does Loretta care? 
Not one little bit!  

Pumpkin 
Technically April’s ‘therapy dog’, Pumpkin the terrier’s 
favourite form of therapy is biting people’s ankles. 
Hairy ankles, if he has the choice. He’s yappy, snappy 
and often manages to get his four 
paws right in the centre of the 
action.  

Like all dogs, Pumpkin likes 
running, barking, sleeping and 
getting treats from the one 
person he truly adores (that’s 
April, of course).  

Questions and activities:  

1. Pick a secondary character in The Peski Kids (for 
example, Dad or Ingrid) and write a character profile 
for them. 

2. Pick another book and, following the style of the 
above character profiles, write profiles for each of the 
main characters of the book.  

LANGUAGE 
Use language to shape and make meaning according 
to purpose, audience and context. 

Purpose and audience  
Watch R. A. Spratt talk about her new book on the link 
below:  

https://raspratt.com/2018/05/14/explaing-the-peski-
kids/  

Questions and activities:  

1. Discuss the purpose of writing this book and who it is 
written for (e.g. audience).  

2. From the way the author talks during this short clip 
how would you describe her?  

3. Is this reflected in her writing? What is your evidence 
from the text?  

Humour  
Writing funny stories is one of the hardest forms of the 
craft. You may have a great sense of humour, but 
capturing that in your writing takes skill and practice. 
Here are some of the techniques that R. A. Spratt 
employs that you may want to use in your own writing.  

Irony: The expression of one's meaning by using 
language that normally signifies the opposite, typically 
for humorous or emphatic effect. A simple way of 
putting it is that irony usually signals a difference 
between the appearance of things and reality.  

Hyperbole: Exaggeration used to evoke strong feelings 
or create an impression which is not meant to be taken 
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literally. Often involves a surprise or unexpected event 
or consequence.  

Parody: The opportunity to imitate the style of an 
individual, place, object or institution with a 
nonsensical approach.  

Activity: critical and creative thinking  

1. Ask students in pairs to individually list the five 
events in the story that they consider to be the 
funniest. The pairs will then link up to share their lists 
and together form the top three funniest events. 
Students critically analyse their top three events and 
determine which technique the author used. Class to 
then share and collate.  

Individual examples from The Peski Kids: The Mystery of 
the Squashed Cockroach:  

The Peski kid’s house being blown up (p.20) - 
Hyperbole 

Loretta breaking and entering (p.111) - Irony 

April accusing people of murder (p.237) - Parody 

2. Students write about a short humorous event that 
has happened to them at school or at home.  

3. Consider which technique (e.g. irony, hyperbole, 
parody) could be used to make this paragraph even 
funnier and rewrite the event.  

Dialogue 
In the author’s inspiration for The Peski Kids, R. A. 
Spratt mentioned that she wanted to reflect the way 
siblings communicate in the real world.  

Register: a stylistic variety of a language, such as 
formal or informal. 

Colloquial language: appropriate to or characteristic of 
conversational speech or writing in which the speaker 
or writer is under no particular constraint to choose 

standard, formal, conservative, deferential, polite, or 
grammatically unchallengeable words, but feels free to 
choose words as appropriate from the informal, slang, 
vulgar, or taboo elements of the lexicon. 

Questions and activities:  

1. Discuss how you talk to your siblings or best friends. 
Do you ever yell, wheedle or use sarcasm? How does 
the language you use differ from how you would speak 
to your parents or an adult? 

2. How would you describe the dialogue in The Peski 
Kids? 

3. How does R. A. Spratt reflect the Peski kids’ age and 
interpersonal relationships in their dialogue? Find 
some true-to-life examples of how the Peski kids talk 
to one another in the book.  

4. Write your own dialogue between siblings, based on 
your own experiences. How does your writing and the 
language you use differ to a formal piece of writing 
such as a newspaper report or essay? 

Cliff-hanger endings  
Questions and activities:  
1. What is the purpose of this type of ending?  

2. How did you feel when this story ended?  

3. Brainstorm all the possible ideas for what will 
happen in the next The Peski Kids book.  

4. Create a book trailer for The Peski Kids.  
 
View some examples of completed book trailers online 
and discuss:  

• What is the purpose of a book trailer?  
• Who is the audience?  
• What techniques are used to motivate you to 

buy to book?  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET: WRITING EXERCISE 
 

The Peski Kids: Mystery of the Squashed Cockroach has a cliff-hanger ending. Using the last few lines from the story as 
a guide, write one or two paragraphs about what might happen next. 

 
Their house was on fire. Flames licked out from an upstairs window. 

The Peski kids were horror struck. 

‘This is a nightmare,’ murmured Fin. 

It was the second time they had seen their home in flames in one week. 

‘Who would do this to us?’ asked Joe. 

No one had a clever reply. 

  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET: HOW TO MAKE A BOOK TRAILER 
 

Read the book and consider what the story is about. Who are the most important characters and what are the key 
points? 

1. Write a 30-second to 1-minute trailer script and remember to keep it short and sweet.  

2. Visualise your trailer by gathering images and music.  

3. Try using Story Scrapbook, Tristan Bancks’ free transmedia story brainstorming app:  

http://www.tristanbancks.com/p/story- scrapbook.html  

4. Complete your book trailer if you are using still images or shoot and edit if you are using video.  

5. View your trailer and reflect on it to see if you have achieved your purpose.  Edit if necessary. 

6. When you are satisfied, share it with your class or add it to your school website. 

  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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WORKSHEET: NEWSPAPER REPORT 
 

Let’s learn what makes a good newspaper article and grab the reader’s attention with an arresting headline (adapted 
from http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/englishD9.htm). 

Use the newspaper template to complete your report on the cockroach mystery which the Peski kids have solved. 

 

 
 
  

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
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Friday Barnes: Girl 
Detective 
by R. A. Spratt 
 

Imagine if Sherlock Holmes was 
an eleven-year-old girl!  

When girl detective Friday Barnes 
solves a bank robbery she uses the 
reward money to send herself to 
the most exclusive boarding 
school in the country, Highcrest 
Academy. 

On arrival, Friday is shocked to 
discover the respectable school is 
actually a hotbed of crime. She's 
soon investigating everything 
from disappearing homework to 
the Yeti running around the 
school swamp. That’s when she’s 
not dealing with her own problem 
– Ian Wainscott, the handsomest 
boy in school, who inexplicably 
hates Friday and loves nasty 
pranks. 

Can Friday solve Highcrest 
Academy’s many strange 
mysteries, including the biggest 
mystery of all – what’s the point 
of high school? 

Teachers’ resources available. 

Mr Bambuckle’s 
Remarkables 
by Tim Harris 
 

When Mr Bambuckle arrives, 
laughs, thrills, silliness and 
imagination are guaranteed to 
follow! 

He’s the first teacher to cook us 
breakfast. 

Is his spark-maker beetle really 
that dangerous? 

I heard he drank yak’s milk in 
Mongolia. 

He’s the only person who isn’t 
afraid of Canteen Carol. 

My mum says he used to be in the 
circus. 
 
The class in room 12B has a new 
teacher, and nothing is ever 
going to be the same . . . 

Teachers’ resources available. 

The Adventures of Nanny 
Piggins 
by R. A. Spratt 
 

A Nanny with trotters! 
 
Nanny Piggins, the world's most 
glamorous flying pig, runs away 
from the circus and goes to live 
with the Greens as their nanny.  

The Green children, Derrick, 
Samantha and Michael, fall in love 
with her instantly. Who could not 
fall in love with a Nanny whose 
only job qualifications are her 
astonishing ability to be fired out 
of a cannon and her amazing 
ability to make chocolate cake, 
sometimes both at the same 
time? 

Teachers’ resources available. 

http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers
http://www.penguin.com.au/teachers


 T E A C H E R S ’ R E S O U R C E S  
 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Upper primary  
(ages 10–13; years 6 to 7) 
 

CONTENTS 
1. Keynote   1 
2. Plot summary  2 
3. About the author  2 
4. Language   2 
5. Worksheets   5 
 

KEY CURRICULUM AREAS 
 Learning areas: English  

 General capabilities: Critical and creative 
thinking; Information and communication 
technology capability; Literacy.  

 

REASONS FOR STUDYING THIS BOOK 
 Communicate through speaking, listening, 

reading, writing, viewing and representing 

 Use language to shape and make meaning 
according to purpose, audience and context 

 Think in ways that are imaginative, creative, 
interpretive and critical 

 Express themselves and their relationships with 
others and their world 

 

PREPARED BY 
Gail Erskine 
 

PUBLICATION DETAILS 
ISBN: 9781742759623 (paperback); 9781742759630 
(ebook) 
 

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for 
use and study within schools but they may not be 
reproduced (either in whole or in part) and offered 
for commercial sale.  
 
Visit www.randomhouse.com.au/teachers for 
information on other Random House Australia 
teachers’ resources and great books for the 
classroom, and to sign up for our Teachers’ 
eNewsletter. 
 
Copyright © Random House Australia 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday Barnes: Girl 

Detective 
R. A. Spratt 

KEY NOTE 
Friday Barnes: Girl Detective is no ordinary adventure 
story. It is told in an ironic and humorous vein, using 
sophisticated vocabulary and references to other book 
titles for added satirical emphasis. 

The characters are portrayed almost as stereotypes. 
For example: Friday as a gifted girl with poor social 
skills, her parents as absent-minded professors, 
student bullies and rich people who like to sue others. 
It is these parodies that imbue Friday Barnes with 
humour and make her like us. 

PLOT SUMMARY 

Friday Barnes is not your average eleven year old girl. 
Highly intelligent, she decides that the best way to be 
in control is not to be noticed both at home and at 
school. 

She has a distinctly different family. Both her parents 
are professors of theoretical physics, and her adult 
siblings’ names, Quantum, Quasar, Orion and Halley, 
reflect their obsession with their work. They seem to 
be examples of absent-minded professors.  

Only Uncle Bernie, an insurance investigator, can be 
relied upon to listen and assist Friday.  When he is in 
trouble and about to lose his job, Friday solves the 
crime of the stolen diamond. With the $50,000 reward 
money she enrols herself in an exclusive boarding 
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school, which she thinks will suit her talents and save 
her from a ‘life of boredom and drudgery.’ 

However, she soon discovers that at this school there 
are more crimes to be solved and her usual strategy to 
go unnoticed backfires from the very first day. In 
addition, Friday is very confused as to why Ian 
Wainscott, the best looking boy in the class, takes an 
instant dislike to her and causes her pencil case to 
explode. 

The swift resolution, with its link to the first crime, is 
quite unexpected, as is the cliff hanger ending.  This 
ensures the reader will want to seek out the next 
adventure of Friday Barnes. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

R.A. Spratt is an award winning author and television 
writer. She is best known for writing the Nanny 
Piggins series. 

R.A. Spratt got her first writing job in 1997, as a staff 
writer at Good News Week (a satirical TV game show).  
Hence this influence on her style of writing in Friday 
Barnes: Girl Detective. R.A. has gone on to write for 
dozens of TV programs. After several years of writing 
comedy, she started writing pre-school drama and in 
recent years has mainly written children’s animation. 

R.A. Spratt wrote her first book, The Adventures of 
Nanny Piggins, in 2006. It was published in Australia in 
March, 2009, and the USA in August, 2010.  

R.A. Spratt lives in Bowral, Australia, with her husband 
and two daughters. She enjoys gardening and napping, 
but rarely gets the time to do either. 

R.A. has written 9 instalments in the Nanny Piggins 
series. She has just finished writing the first book in her 
new series, Friday Barnes: Girl Detective and plans to 
write a film script based on the Nanny Piggins books 
before writing the second book in the Friday 
Barnes series, Friday Barnes: Under Suspicion. 

Check out her website: http://raspratt.com/ 

LANGUAGE   
Use language to shape and make meaning according 
to purpose, audience and context. 

Purpose and audience 

Watch R. A. Spratt talk about her new book on the link 
below: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q0FP4My2Nrc 

Questions and activities:     

 Discuss the purpose of writing this book and who it 
is written for (e.g. audience). 

 From the way the author talks during this short 
clip how would you describe her? 

 Is this reflected in her writing? What is your 
evidence from the text? 

Intertextuality 

This term was developed by the poststructuralist Julia 
Kristeva in the 1960s, and since then it’s been widely 
accepted by postmodern literary critics and 
theoreticians. 

Basically, when writers borrow from previous texts, 
their work acquires layers of meaning. In addition, 
when a text is read in the light of another text, all the 
assumptions and effects of the other text give a new 
meaning and influence the way of interpreting the 
original text.  

This concept may need to be introduced to primary 
students and explored so that readers understand the 
layers of meaning that add to and enhance the 
humour. 

Definition:   

Intertextuality is the shaping of a text's meaning by 
another text.  

Here are examples of intertextuality included in Friday 
Barnes: Girl Detective: 

Robinson Crusoe:  Compared to her siblings’ names 
and the reasons for this difference in relation to 
Friday’s name (p. 3). 

Agatha Christie movies, Belgian accent and Hercule 
Poirot: Friday acting like a detective (p. 14). 

Jane Austen, Charles Dickens and Charlotte Bronte: 
The only friends Friday made at school (p. 43). 

Jane Eyre and Madeline:  Description of the dorm   (p. 
84). 

Lord of the Flies: In relation to the students of 
Highcrest Academy (p. 103). 

Questions and activities:     

 In small groups, get students to choose one 
example of intertextuality used in the story and 
explain its meaning. 

 How has the use of referencing other texts added 
to the meaning in this story? Explain how the use 
of this technique has enhanced the story? 

Humour 

Writing funny stories is one of the hardest forms of the 
craft. You may have a great sense of humour, but 
capturing that in your writing takes skill and practice. 
Here are some of the techniques that R. A. Spratt 
employs that you may want to use in your own writing. 

http://www.randomhouse.com.au/teachers/
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Irony: The expression of one's meaning by using 
language that normally signifies the opposite, typically 
for humorous or emphatic effect. A simple way of 
putting it is that irony usually signals a difference 
between the appearance of things and reality. 

Hyperbole: Exaggeration used to evoke strong feelings 
or create an impression which is not meant to be taken 
literally. Often involves a surprise or unexpected event 
or consequence.  

Parody: The opportunity to imitate the style of an 
individual, place, object or institution with a 
nonsensical approach. 

Activity: critical and creative thinking 

 Ask students in pairs to individually list the five 
events in the story that they consider to be the 
funniest. The pairs will then link up to share their 
lists and together form the top three funniest 
events. Students critically analyse their top three 
events and determine which technique the author 
used. Class to then share and collate. 

Individual Examples from Friday Barnes: Girl 
Detective: 

Climb Mt Everest with the aid of suction shoes 
(p.67) - Hyperbole 

A lemon tart with serious consequences (p.151) - 
Hyperbole 

Green pork pie hat (p.154) - Parody 

 Students write about a short humorous event that 
has happened to them at school or at home.  

 Consider which technique (e.g. irony, hyperbole, 
parody) could be used to make this paragraph 
even funnier and rewrite the event. 

Vocabulary 

In writing this story, R. A. Spratt, has used 
sophisticated words to lend a sense of importance to 
Friday and to accentuate the humour of the situations.   

Examples of sophisticated language: 

Minutia; mandatory; macrobiotic; botulism; conjugate; 
pugilist; fedora; conundrum; magna cum laude; 
immaculately; eccentrically; devolutionary; semiotic; 
dowdy; epiphany; mediocrity; narcissistic; nemesis; 
thwart; eccentric; alpha student.  

Questions and activities:     

 Ask students to be ‘word detectives’ and keep a 
dictionary of all the new words they learn and 
allow them to discover their meanings. 

 Has the use of these adult words added to the 
story? Why do you think that R. A. Spratt chose to 
use them? 

 List examples of words on a class display around a 
picture of Friday or a magnifying glass. 

Characterisation 

In the NSW English K – 10 syllabus, students in stage 3 
should demonstrate appropriate and responsible use of 
information sources and technologies considering, 
where relevant, different points of view and/or 
stereotyping. 

The characters and setting in the story could almost be 
described as a form of stereotyping. However this is 
used as a literary technique to enhance the humour of 
the story.   

Examples:  

Absent-minded professors as parents; nerdy students 
have poor social skills and love reading; Highcrest 
Academy Headmaster’s sole aim seemed to be to expel 
a student as a means of keeping students under 
control. 

Questions and activities:     

 Create a mind map of the Highcrest Academy 
students and teachers with key ideas that describe 
their character. 

Learn how to use MS word to create this in your 
computer. 

http://mindmapcentral.com/learn-to-create-a-
mind-map-in-word-heres-how/ 

 Draw Friday’s family tree with key descriptive 
words or phrases. 

 Why did Friday like to go unnoticed? How did she 
achieve that at her primary school? What 
happened to this strategy when she went to 
Highcrest Academy? 

 Using magazine/ internet images draw or create 
some new clothes for Friday that would have 
helped her go un-noticed at Highcrest Academy.  

Story structure 

Friday Barnes: Girl Detective is told as a third person 
narrative and follows a conventional detective story 
structure, with small diversionary actions (sequence of 
events) leading to the resolution of the crime. 

Answer these questions to de-construct the plot and 
help you to complete the cloze passage story structure 
worksheet. 

 Who is the protagonist, the main character? 

 Who is the antagonist, the character who most 
gets in the way of the main character getting what 
they want? 

 What does the protagonist want? 

http://www.randomhouse.com.au/teachers/
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 What is the conflict? In other words, what stops 
the main character from getting what they want? 

 Which incident near the beginning of the book sets 
the story in motion? 

 What happens at the climax of the story? 

 What happens in the story’s resolution? How does 
it end? 

Cliff-hanger endings  

Questions and activities:     

 What is the purpose of this type of ending? 

 How did you feel when this story ended? 

 Brainstorm all the possible ideas for what will 
happen in the next Friday Barnes book. 

 Create a book trailer for Friday Barnes. 

View examples of completed book trailers and 
discuss: 

 What is the purpose of a book trailer?   

 Who is the audience? 

 Analyse these examples of book trailers in order to 
evaluate why they work. 

Sammy Keyes Book trailer:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLzY1kapyi0 

The Christmas Wish Book Trailer:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLzY1kapyi0 

The Haunting of Charles Dickens by Lewis Buzbee: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57upgLWSDN
8 

The Vicious Deep: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BwQ9aI46XzE 
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WORKSHEET: HOW TO MAKE A BOOK TRAILER 
 

Read the book and consider what the story is about. Who are the most important characters and what are the key 
points? 

 Write a 30-second to 1-minute trailer script and remember to keep it short and sweet.  

 Visualise your trailer by gathering images and music.  

 Try using Story Scrapbook, Tristan Bancks’ free transmedia story brainstorming app:  

http://www.tristanbancks.com/p/story- scrapbook.html  

 Complete your book trailer if you are using still images or shoot and edit if you are using video.  

 View your trailer and reflect on it to see if you have achieved your purpose.  Edit if necessary. 

 When you are satisfied, share it with your class or add it to your school website. 

 

 

 

http://www.randomhouse.com.au/teachers/
http://www.tristanbancks.com/p/story-%20scrapbook.html
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WORKSHEET: NEWSPAPER REPORT 
 

Let’s learn what makes a good newspaper article and grab the reader’s attention by an arresting headline (adapted 
from http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/englishD9.html). 

Use the newspaper template to complete your report on the crimes which Friday Barnes has solved. 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.randomhouse.com.au/teachers/
http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/englishD9.html
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WORKSHEET: STORY STRUCTURE 
 

Stories need a narrative drive – something pushing the story forward. Try filling out the following ‘story template’ 
and see if you can work out what it is that drives this story. 

 

Friday Barnes: Girl Detective is the story of      (protagonist / main character), a 
      (description of protagonist/main character) who, after   
      (first major story turning point), decides to    
     (character objective that drives the action). The character is prevented 
from achieving their goal by        (main obstacle or 
antagonist). We know that    (the protagonist/main character) has succeeded or 
failed when          (achievement that 
represents success or failure.) 

 

You can see that, after the first turning point, there is something driving the action – the narrative, in other words. 

 

 

  

http://www.randomhouse.com.au/teachers/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Jane Godwin 

Jane Godwin is an Australian children’s book publisher, and 

also the highly acclaimed author of over twenty books for 

children, across all styles and ages. Her work is published 

internationally and she has received many commendations, 

including the Queensland Premier’s Award (Children’s 

Books), the Aurealis Award and the Animal Welfare Award, 

and shortlistings in the CBC Book of the Year Awards, the 

Prime Minister’s Literary Award, the New South Wales State 

Literary Award (Patricia Wrightson Prize) the YABBA Awards, 

the Speech Pathology Awards, The Family Award for 

Children’s Books, and the Australian Book Industry Awards.  

 

 

Don’t Forget 
Penguin Random House  

A timely and uplifting picture book for 5+, reflecting on 

what’s important for each of us to remember, from the 

creative team that brought us All Through the 

Year and Today We Have No Plans. 

Don’t forget to make your bed, and wear socks that fit your 

feet…Don’t forget to care, to play, to run, to laugh… 

Sometimes, we need to remember all the things we can do 

to be part of the world. Small things, like offering a smile. 

And bigger things, like hoping, dreaming, imagining… 

 

www.janegodwin.com.au  

http://www.janegodwin.com.au/
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Go Go and the
Silver Shoes 

Jane Godwin and Anna Walker 

PLOT SUMMARY  
When Go Go is allowed to buy the most beautiful shoes 
ever, she decides she will wear them EVERYWHERE! 

Even to the creek, where she and her brothers go 
adventuring. 

But - Oh no, Go Go! - that's when a terrible thing 
happens . . .  
From the much-loved picture-book partnership 
comes this sparkly story of one independently 
minded little girl, and the unexpected, precious ways 
life sometimes works. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Jane Godwin is the highly acclaimed author of many 
books for children. Her work is published 
internationally and together with Anna Walker, Jane 
has created a number of bestselling picture books, 
including Little Cat and the Big Red Bus, All Through 
the Year, Today We Have No Plans, Starting School and 
What Do You Wish For? 
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AUTHOR’S INSPIRATION 
Jane Godwin says: 
A few years ago, I saw a shoe abandoned by a creek. 
It was a sneaker, not sparkly like the ones that Go Go 
has. I wondered how this shoe had got to the creek, 
and I thought about its journey, and the journey of 
the child who must have owned it. 

At around the same time a friend mentioned that he 
had a niece called Go Go. (Her real name is 
Marigold.) I loved the name so much, and although I 
have never met the real Go Go, I imagined a little 
girl who was quite strong and independent having a 
name like that. Maybe a bit of a non-conformist. A 
character started to form in my mind. 

I’ve always been interested in the idea of fate, and 
how sometimes an unfortunate event can deliver 
fortunate consequences.  

We all want something special of our own. Go Go 
doesn’t have many special things that she’s been 
allowed to choose, but more than that, she doesn’t 
really have a special friend at school who 
understands her. But then the silver shoe goes on its 
own journey, and Go Go’s fortunes change. 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 
Anna Walker writes and illustrates children's books 
and is based in Melbourne.  

Working with pencil, ink and collage, Anna develops 
her characters and enjoys spending time with them 
before they venture out into the world. Her 
illustrations are inspired by the everyday details of 
life and the amusing antics of her menagerie.  

Anna's latest book with Penguin is Florette, about the 
creative way a child deals with moving from the 
country to the city. Together with Jane Godwin, Anna 
has also recently created a beautiful picture book for 
Christmas, called What Do You Wish For? 

ILLUSTRATOR’S INSPIRATION 
Anna Walker says: 

When I first read Go Go and the Silver Shoes it 
reminded me of being at school myself as there was 
a girl called Annabel who wasn’t very kind! I love 
that Go Go stands up to Annabel and doesn't care 
what she thinks. 

I enjoyed dressing Go Go and creating the 
illustrations using collage and cutting out tiny silver 
shoes from sparkly ribbon! 

When I was a child we went camping and the scene 
of Go Go and her brothers hopping on stones in the 
creek made me think of that happy time with my 
brother! 

THEMES 
•   Friendship/significant relationships: Children can 

discuss the importance of friendship and their 
relationships with their siblings. 

•   Fate: The idea of fate playing a part in your life, 
as it does in this story, can be explained and 
discussed.  

•   Creativity/imagination: Using the illustrations in 
the book, children can identify features in the 
book that are significant to them and link that to 
their own experience. They can talk about the 
use of different colours, shapes, textures and 
other things of interest in the art and also talk 
about the author and the artist and how/why 
they made the book together. 

•   The metaphor of shoes: An opportunity to discuss 
the use of metaphors in story writing – see under 
‘English’ in the ‘Key Study Topics’ section on p3. 

•   Self-confidence/Self-worth: Children can discuss 
the ideas of being confident in your own skin – 
what you wear, what you do, and how what you 
feel about what others think of you. 

•   Our relationship to the natural and built 
environment: Looking at the book’s illustrations 
and text, students can identify the elements of 
the built environment of a city and compare how 
Go Go and her brothers feel and act in the natural 
environment compared to the built environment. 

PRE-READING QUESTIONS 
1.   Look at the front cover of the book. Look at 

what Go Go is wearing, where she is and what 
she is doing. What kind of girl do you think Go 
Go is?  

2.   Now read the back cover blurb. What do you 
think might be the ‘terrible thing’ that happens?  

3.   Just inside the cover, before the title pages and 
the start of the story, and again at the very end, 
are some illustrated pages. These are called 
‘endpapers’. What are some of the adventures 
you might go on if you could go there? How 
many different living creatures can you? (Keep 
and eye out for them when you read the story!) 
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KEY STUDY TOPICS 

English  
Jane Godwin says:  

I’ve always been interested in the idea of shoes in 
stories. From Cinderella, to Hans Christian 
Andersen’s The Red Shoes, Dorothy’s red shoes (in 
the book they were silver) in The Wizard of Oz and 
even Puss in Boots. And think of the importance of 
our first pair of shoes – often a baby’s first pair of 
shoes is a sign of independence, of their ability to 
‘step out’ into the world. 

Shoes in fairy tales often have some kind of magical, 
transformative power. Sometimes they help a 
character find grounding in the world, and change a 
character’s life in some way. They also have a 
contradictory aspect to them - shoes restrict/ bind 
our feet, but they also protect our feet as they help 
us to move across the world, and help us to where 
we need to go in life. Getting new shoes can be seen 
as getting a new support system to help us get to 
where you want to go and to feel protected/safe. 
Shoes are also like a sign/symbol of independence - 
we ‘step out into the world’ in our shoes. I’ve always 
wanted to write a book about shoes! 

 
Questions 

1.   How many characters are in this story? Do you 
think things other than people can be characters 
in a story? How? Can you think of other stories 
that have non-human or non-living characters? 

2.   Think of some other stories about shoes. Find 
some and read them. Are shoes sometimes 
magical in stories? Do you think Go Go’s shoes 
are a little bit magical? 

Activity 

1.   Write a story of your own about someone who 
has magical shoes. What powers would the 
shoes have? 

2.   New Words: Can you find three words in the 
book that are new to you? Try to work out what 
they mean from the context (the way they are 
used and what surrounds them). 

Human Society and Its Environment 
Questions 

1.   Do creeks/rivers always end in the sea? 

2.   What would have made the shoe wash up on the 
rocks? 

Activity 

1.   If you had only one shoe, list or draw all the 
things you could do with it. 

2.   If you have access to a stream, particularly one 
with a bridge across, drop in a stick and watch 
where goes (like pooh sticks in Winnie the 
Pooh).  

Creative Arts 
The author used ink and watercolour paints with 
some collage for the artwork in this book. 

Questions 

1.   Look at Go Go’s clothes throughout the book. 
What do you notice about them? How do they 
compare to the clothes that other girls wear in 
the book? 

2.   What is different about the pages that are set in 
a natural environment to those set at school or 
at home? 

Activities 
1.   Decorating shoes: 

Draw a simple shoe 
shape on cardboard 
and paint, draw or 
collage your 
favourite pattern on 
the shoe. The kids 
could use glitter, 
coloured paper, 
beads or anything. 
Using string, laces could be tied on the shoe too! 
 

2.   Creative footwear: Download an outline of a 
shoe and print on photocopy paper. Children can 
come up with a creative scene on the shoe! 
There may be underwater themes or forest 
themes. Or shoes might have special additions 
such as wings or wheels! 
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3.   Underwater picture: Children can create an 
underwater image either drawing or painting or 
making a diorama! Floating in the sea could be 
something precious or something strange that 
does not belong there.  

 

4.   In these shoes: Children could write a story 
about where they would go in their special 
shoes! What adventure would they have?  

 

 

 

READING GO GO & THE SILVER 
SHOES 
Jane Godwin and Anna Walker work closely as author 
and illustrator on their stories together. They both 
know how the illustrations can add an extra layer of 
meaning to a story. It is important to pause and ask 
students to examine the illustrations on each page 
carefully for further information and clues. Whilst 
asking students questions about the text, look for 
questions that can be answered with the illustration 
on the page.  

Page 3 & 4 
•   What do these scenes tell us about the 

relationship between Go Go and her brothers? 

Page 5 
•   Compare Go Go’s oufit with those of Annabel and 

her two friends. How are they different? Do you 
think Go Go is friends with them?  

Page 6 and 7  
•   If you had the choice of any shoe in that window, 

which would you choose? Why? 

•   What is your favourite type of clothing? 

Page 8 and 9  
•   Have you every had something you loved wearing 

so much you hardly ever wanted to took it off? 
Can you describe it? 

•   I you were Go Go, would you wear the new shoes 
on a picnic? 

•   Have you noticed something here about her 
silver shoes? 

Page10 and 11  
•   Thinking about what Go Go has already said 

about her new shoes, and having looked carefully 
at the last spread of illustrations, can you guess 
what’s about to happen? 

Page 12, 13 and 14 
•   Have you ever lost something in the water? What 

are some of the reasons Go Go and her brothers 
might not have been able to rescue the shoe?  

Page 15 
•   What kinds of emotions might Go Go be feeling 

after losing her special new shoe? 

Page 16 and 17  
•   Why is Go Go angry here more than sad? 

•   Can you name some of the animals watching the 
shoe float down the stream? 

•   How does the illsutrator show the water and how 
it’s flowing? 

Page 18  
•   Do you think Go Go’s brothers are trying to be 

helpful? 

•   What are some other things you might use one 
glittery shoe for? 

Page 19 
•   Do you think Go Go cares about what Annabelle 

thinks? 

Page 20 and 21  
•   Knowing that the last spread showed Go Go back 

and school, what is this spread telling you? 

•   Look at the fish and compare them to the fish we 
saw earlier. What’s different about them and 
what might that mean? 
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Page 22 and 23 
•   What do you think the new girl might be like?  

•   Have you ever had to show a new student around 
the school? How did it feel? What did you say? 

Page 24 
•   Why has the illustration included a scene at the 

beach here? Look closely at the rocks. 

•   Who is the girl in the beach scene? 

Page 25 
•   Why do you think Ellie is looking at Go Go’s shoe? 

•   What do you think Go Go is hoping about Ellie? 

Page 26 and 27  
•   What can you tell about Ellie from her room? 

•   What do you think is going to happen next? 

Page 28 and 29  
•   If you had found something precious that found 

out belonged to someone else, what would you 
do? 

Page 30 and 31  
•   Which shoe is the one that’s been in the water? 

•   What do you think Go Go will want to do with the 
shoe? 

Page 32 
•   Have you ever found a new friend in an unusual 

way? Share a story with the class. 
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