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Sale offers ‘snapshot of Ireland’

Queen’s tablecloth, rare flag from Diin Laoghaire vacht club and flute carved from human thigh bone up for auction

oA

Elizabeth
Birdthistle

One of the great things about
auctions 15 the [sginaiing ar-

ray of historical objeos thar ¢

come from Irish houses. Curi-
ostics offered this month in-
clade a Mute carved from &
human thigh bone, an Irish
pocket watch from a time
when all Roman Catho-
lic elergy were ban-
kshed from Ireland, a
rare lag froma prom-
incnt yacht club and a
tablecloth presented by a
light-fingered queen.

Niall Mullen describes his
sale an April i3th and April
14tk as "a melting pot and a
snapshot of Ircland for the past
300 years™, One of the mare in-
teresting begacics in the sale s
thai of a crocheted tablecloth
embroidered with the words
“welcome home”, The cloth
was presented to Roscommaon
mmatron Eleanor Watt by Qucen
Mary during her visit 1o British
troops in the Royal Hospatal in
Surrey at the end of the first
World War,

‘What makes this picoe imer-
esting isthat it revives the burn
ing question that suill remains
to thas day about Queen Mary's
notable collection of rinkets
o, mare imporantly. their ae
gquisition. In the 2018 Downton
Abbey film, there s a nuanced
reference 1o small items disap-
pearing during the queen’s vis-
1. [debate on collectables van-
whing from courntry homes dur-
ingt her visite still resonates to-
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Whet
her she was a
kleptomaniac or
grecidy depends on your taste in
charity, bat it is said, despate be-
ing a frugal royal, she mean-
dered her way around the finest
Brinish country estaies hoover-
ing up the knick-knacks. The
cloth comes with a matching
tea eosy and has a
E€1.000-€2.000 guide price.

Commadore's flag
Alsoin Mullen's sale, which will
be conducted and
live-streansed through auction-
cer Victor Mee's website, is™a
rare and unique” commodornes
fNag from the Rayal St George
Yacht Chubs in Dun Laoghaire,
Tedazes from 1847, the year that
the dlisb, which previousdy bore
the moniker the Royal Kings-
town Boat Club, changed its
mame. [t originates from the es-
tateol the second Marquess Co-
myngham, Francis Nathanicl
Conyngham, whio was conimo-
dore of theclub,

=1l hawe a portrait of him

i hig cammadore unifarm
and a separate one hangs in the
vacht club o this day,” says
Lord Henry Mountcharkes of
his anecstor, The flag is aceom-
panicd by a research letter
from the Roval Marine Muase-
um in Min Laoghaire, which
confirms that i 1 the only one
in existence (E1,000-£2,0007,

I(mm:'l‘ as
kangling,
which literally
translates as leg
Muie, the preferred
choice of bone was
that from a
criminal or
someone who died
a violent death

Lot | In Adag’s of 5t Sue-
phen'’s Green library eollection
sale, which is currently open
and ends on Wednesday, April
lath, is a late 1Tth century
hand- blown glass “onion™ wine
battle (E200-£300), Before the

= Clockwise from
Yacht Club,
Mull

L
wine was stored in clay
until the invention of
the coal furnace.
which allowed for
hand-blown glass,
and thesc bot
tes, known as
black glass, de-
spite  being
Brecn, word
casy to store and
shig. While hand-blown
bottles are a thing of the
past, the Netflix series
Blown Away - though re-
ality television - gives an
imsaght ino the perils of
working with glass fur-
naces that reach L3210
degrees, which is the
required  tempera-
twre for its molien
EETT

Dther curiosities in Adam's
sale are a rare |9 hcentury cak
cased ballat box
(EB00-€1.200): a continemal
silver mechanical music box,
from the bid of which a tiny bird
pops out and sings
(€1,000:€1,500) and should

lof1l
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Left: flag from the Royal

St Georges

16847, |€L000-£2,000) Niadl
19th

you peed one, they akso
e wo Tull suits of ar-
mour

on  wooden

apicor
It what will post-
sibly rakde most
cychrows is a
small jtem in lot
214N, whichis a
eollection  of
18th and 19th
ceniury Tibet-
an ritual items,
In there, along

with amubets and a cop-
peor skoull bowel, b5 a mawsi-
cal instrument made
from a human thigh
bone, Known as kan-
gling. which Il1¢'r:|ll:c
translates as  leg
fute, the preferred
choice of bone was
thar from a eriminal
or someone who dicd a vielent
death, Dur forcbears certainly
had better chodces for travel
souvenirs than the shirts and

fridge magnets of today
(ESO0-0600 ),
While Ireland played a mod-

51 role in horological history,

in the 18th century it became a
hub for clockmakers with arni-
sns erugrating rom countrics
such as Germany and the Neth-
erlands. The earliest known
clack with a second hand,
which is considered 1o be one of
the most important clocks in
the world, has an Irish connée-
tion a5 it was once part of the
collection of Gertrude and
John Hunt,

Mullen's of Laurel Park
three centurics of clocks and
watches sabe, which concludes
on Sunday, April 1lth, covers
“the age of reason (o the space
age”. Built around a single-own-
er collection of an Irish musi-
cian, the earlicst warch in the
sale dares from the 1730s
(ETO0-E 1, D) throwgh toa Bu-
lova Acewtran warch, which
was devised with American
space programmes in mind,
This wateh does net tiek, bt it
hums, as it wses a tiny tuning
fork instead of 2 balance wheed,
and was one of the mast aceu-
rate watches of it day
(ERD-E3:00),
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