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Be they ever so humble: the most 
modest items can be hidden gems Sotheby’s Made in Brit-

ain online sale offers 
art for collectors of ev-
ery persuasion. There 

are multiple pieces by Damien 
Hirst and Tracey Emin, ab-
stracts by Howard Hodgkin, 
sculptures by Lynn Chadwick, 
etchings by Lucian Freud and 
ceramics galore. A prescient 
abstract is William Tillyer’s 
The Kerry Watercolours (The 
Age of Anxiety), estimate 
£2,000-£3,000.

There is something in-
trinsically comforting about 
William Scott’s abstract pots 
and pans. Four of his works 
include a 1980 wool pile tap-
estry, Still Life with Orange 
Notes (£4,000-£6,000).

Photography is represented 
by a number of portraits of 
movers and shakers: Lewis 
Morley’s infamous shot of 
Christine Keeler (£5,000-
£7,000), and two by Bruce 
Bernard: Francis Bacon 
snapped in the doorway of 
the train wreck he called his 

studio, and the most curious 
photographic composition 
I can recall, Lucian Freud 
Posing as a Henry Moore, 
(£2,500-£3,500).

Made in Britain, Sotheby’s;  
online bidding starts on September 
10; see sothebys.com

T
he celebrated 
f i l m - m a k-
er Ken Loach 
(Kes, Cathy 
Come Home, 
The Wind That 
Shakes the 

Barley) popped up on a re-
cent BBC Antiques Roadshow. 
True to his socialist ethos, he’d 
brought along not a priceless 
heirloom for valuation, but 
a 19th-century candlestick 
worth a trifle. “I like humble 
things with a bit of history,” 
he explained.

Loach’s sentiment dates 
back to 300BC, when Aristotle 
advised anyone seeking the 
answer to the important ques-
tions in life to pay careful at-
tention to the ordinary things 
around us. Which brings us to 
Sheppard’s Gems in the At-
tic Sale this week. Attics tend 
to be a dumping ground for 
items “not wanted on voy-
age”. That said, hunt around 

in any attic and chances are 
you’ll find a forgotten gem.

If ever an ordinary item 
punched way over its weight, 
it’s the Chinese brush pot, 
used by Chinese and Kore-
an scholars for centuries to 
store their rinsed calligraphy 
brushes, handle down, so the 
hair would keep its shape and 
point. 

These are now highly prized 
collectibles. In 2012, one that 
had been donated to a char-
ity shop fetched £360,000 at 
auction and a jade example 
with an estimate of £300-
£500 made £706,000 at So-

theby’s. Sheppard’s sale has 
a pair of exquisitely carved 
ivory brush pots estimated to 
fetch €250-€350. 

A second Chinese item with 
humble origins is the ginger 
pot, originally made as a con-
tainer to transport salt, oil and 
spices, such as ginger. When 
they were imported by the 
Dutch East India Company, 
Europeans snapped them 
up to display as objets d’art. 
Sheppard’s has four blue and 
white examples, each with an 
estimate of €50-€80.

A third ‘humble’ lot com-

prises a pair of zinc coal 
buckets, notable due to their 
aesthetically pleasing design, 
and with practical handles for 
ease of carrying (€50-€80).

Moving on to more august 
items, 18th-century furniture 
highlights include a gilt wood, 
white marble-topped con-
sole table. It’s remarkable in 
that each of its cabriole legs is 
carved with a different sym-
bol representing the four sea-
sons (€2,500-€3,500), and 
two pieces made circa 1760, a 
mahogany Chippendale silver 
table, (€2,000-€3,000)  and a 

mahogany and boxwood in-
laid lowboy (€1,400-€1,800). 
A pair of George I walnut 
chairs has the affordable es-
timate of €300-€500).

Decorative items range 
from an elegant art nouveau 
Christoffal ewer, circa 1910 
(€400-€600) to a selection 
of Royal Doulton character 
jugs, as popular in Victorian 
times as smiley emojis are 
today (€30-€350).

Gems in the Attic, September 
3; Sheppard’s, Durrow; see  
sheppards.ie

One of the most influential blues musicians of all time, 
BB King (1925-2015) was born on a Mississippi cotton 
plantation. After being taught his first three chords by 
a Pentecostal Church minister, he paid $15 for his first 
guitar at the age of 12. Some 562 lots from his estate 
range from a Blues Brothers script and his collection 
of gold pocket watches, including one gifted to him by 
U2, to endless awards and multiple guitars, notably the 
black Gibson ES345 given to him by Gibson on his 80th 
birthday, which he used as his primary guitar on tour 
in his later years. Bid for it at Julien’s Auction, Proper-
ty from the Estate of BB King, September 21, estimate 
$80,000-$100,000; see juliensauctions.com.

Object of desire
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The best of British 
in all its guises at 
Sotheby’s sale

Sheppard’s latest sale is full 
of artefacts that languished 
in obscurity for years
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]  Ending today: Dublin City 
Gallery, The Hugh Lane, 
Parnell Square, Dublin 1, 01-
2225550
Our Plundered Planet: first 
solo museum exhibition in 
Ireland by US artist Mark Dion
]  Until September 4: Munici-
pal Gallery, DLR Lexicon, Dún 
Laoghaire, 01-2362759
161st Royal Photographic 
Society International Photog-
raphy Exhibition
]  Until September 7: Taylor 
Galleries, 16 Kildare Street, 
Dublin 2, 01-6766055
Summer Group Show
]  Until September 7: Douglas 
Hyde Gallery, Trinity College, 
Dublin 2, 01-8961116
Gallery 1: The Mime, the Model 
and the Dupe by Valerie Blass
Gallery 2: The Artist’s Eye by 
Cynthia Girard-Renaud
]  Until September 8: Farm-
leigh Gallery, Farmleigh, 
Castleknock, Dublin 15, 01-
8155900
Structures and Forms, Chaos 
and the Void, The Empty Ves-
sel: an exhibition of works by 

Gareth Jenkins, Kohei Nakata 
and Masashi Suzuki
]  Until September 28: Sol-
omon Gallery, Balfe Street, 
Dublin 2, 01-6724429
Collectibles: Modern & 
Contemporary Irish & British 
Sculpture, Painting & Print
]  Until September 30: UCC 
Library, University College 
Cork, 021-4902292
Publish and be Damned: an 
exhibition of Cork fanzines 
1975–2005
]  Until October 18: Kerlin Gal-
lery, Anne’s Lane, South Anne 
Street, 01-6709093
I Dreamt I Dwelt: three new 
sculptures by Dorothy Cross
]  Until November 10: Imma, 
Royal Hospital, Kilmainham, 
Dublin 8, 01-6129900
She Bites Her Tender Mind: 
exhibition by Kim Gordon 
]  Until December 1: National 
Gallery of Ireland, Merrion 
Square West Dublin 2, 01-
6615133
Bauhaus 100: Celebrating 100 
years of Bauhaus: The Print 
Portfolios

BY ROS DRINKWATER

It is unlikely that Ken 
Loach (see main piece above) 
will be bidding at Adam’s 
At Home sale: every one 

of the 400-odd lots, from the 
Derby porcelain ice pail to the 
ruby dress ring, was crafted 
with a well-heeled, connois-
seur client in mind.

Silver headline lots range 
from a practical pair of 1810 
navette-shaped tureens and 
covers by London silversmiths 
George Smith and William 
Fearn (€2,000-€3,000), to 
a commemorative piece with 
the same estimate. 

Gem is indeed the word 
for the tiny (8cm high) silver 
presentation cup issued by 
West & Son, Dublin, bearing 
the engraved inscription ‘DE-
FENCE OF TCD/SINN FÉIN 
REBELLION/EASTER 1916’.

Irish furniture includes 
three longcase clocks, no-
tably an early 19th-century 
example by John Chancel-
lor (€1,500-€2,500), and 
an Irish mahogany bob-
bin-turned armchair by 
Williams & Gibton, circa 1835 
(€800-€1,200). Hall seating 
can be found in a multitude 

of designs, but surely the 
most stylish is the hall stool. 
The sale has a pair, oak and 
brass-mounted, attributed to 
James Shoolbred who in 1820 
opened a draper’s shop that 
grew to become one of Lon-
don’s first and most successful 
department stores, granted a 
Royal Warrant in the 1880s 
(€1,500-€2,500). 

Nautical items include a 
pair of Venetian metal models 
of ships, Golden Hind and the 
L’Orgueilleuse sails billowing 
in the breeze (€150-€200). A 
piece with religious signif-
icance is a silver Havdalah 
spice tower, London, 1928, 
used to mark the end of Shab-

bat, when a blessing is said 
over wine and sweet spices, 
to comfort the soul at the loss 
of the Sabbath (€200-€300).

Prized by the Chinese as a 
good luck charm is the dev-
ilishly intricate carved ivory 
puzzle ball. Don’t attempt to 
solve it - the puzzle lies in 
the ingenuity of the maker 
in putting the multilayered 
spheres together. The sale 
has a 19th-century example 
(€400-€600). 

A delight to the eye, but 
with a practical use, is a Con-
tinental, silver gilt and tur-
quoise enamel casket (€600-
€1,000).

One for the numismatist 

is a James II Gun Money half 
crown, circa 1690, issued by 
James II during the Williamite 
War, supposed made from 
melted down guns €100-
€150. 

A second lot of military in-
terest is a contemporary Rus-
sian, blue and white porcelain 
chess set depicting the Battle 
of Borodino in 1812, when 
Russian forces met Napoleon’s 
Grande Armée, an event im-
mortalised by Tchaikovsky’s 
1812 Overture, signed Garanin 
in Cyrillic (€500-€800).

At Home, September 8, Adam’s, 
26 St Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2; 
see adams.ie

Francis Bacon, 1984, by 
Bruce Bernard

Lucian Freud Posing as a Henry Moore, by Bruce BernardHeadline lots for the well-heeled at Adam’s sale

An art nouveau Christoffal 
ewer from circa 1910

An 18th-century console table topped with white marble A pair of George I chairs

An 18th-century mahogany lowboyA zinc coal bucketTwo Chinese ivory brush pots A blue and white Chinese ginger pot

The Kerry Watercolours by William Tillyer

Silver Havdalah spice tower
A 19th-century Chinese 
carved ivory puzzle ball

From left: a ‘Defence of TCD’ silver cup, a ruby dress ring, and 
a Venetian metal model of the Golden Hind ship
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A pair of Japanese  
Silver and Shibiyama 

decorated vases.  
Sold for €6,200
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