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How Beckett’s late- night scribblings divided the critics

humorous sketches and car- ought to be no problems,
BY ROS DRINKWATER icatures by antiquarian Cap-  provided it has been profes-
tain Francis Grose (€3,000- framed behind pro-
headline lot in  €5,000). While completing  tective glass that filters out
Adam'sWorkson  his Antiquities of Ireland in  light at the damaging end of
~ Paper sale next  publin in 1791, the captain  the spectrum, and hung in a
week makes it o oreq g stroke and died.  Stable temperature.
thatSamuel g i¢ puried in Drumcondra
Beckett began as he meant to cemetery. Works on Paper, March 12;
£o on. In 1930, his first pub- mmaﬁm‘m Adam's, 26 5t Stephens Green,
lished poem, Whoroscope, 4 . idnotethatthelremon-  Dublin 2; see adams ie
bamboozled critics. com- ger collection offers a feast, -

praise to philistine outrage.
“Whatdo youcallal00-line

while he anxiously awaits be-
ing served an egg that better
have been hatched between
eightand ten days orelse, and
that is - mother of mercy! -
annotated by its author?” That

publishing house, priced at
five shillings for one of 100
signed copies, one shilling for
one of 200 unsigned.
Adam’s being Adam's, the
copy on offer is signed; esti-
mate €2,000-€3,000.1should
mention the sale has enough

Beckett material to warrant a
sale of its own - novels, plays,
poems, cassette tapes et al
Headline lots from the col-
lection of Hugh and Ann Ire-
monger are a book of copper
engravings of Jesus and the
Twelve Disciplesby Lucas van
Leyden (€3.000-€5,000), Ti-

betand China, Jesuit Missions
1624-26 (€2.000-€3,000)
and an album of nearly 500

with estimates starting at
€30-€50 for A Patrick's Day
Hunt by Rossand Somerville.

A ritle to consider, if your
idea of bliss is cosying up with
abook and aglass of the good
stuff, is Truths About Whis-
kv, 2nd edition, London 1879,

with tinted lithographs of the
Dublindistilleries - published
by them to warn about infe-
rior products (€200-€300).
Works on paper can pro-
vide a window into an artist's
at a price much

and La Lune (€500-€700).
Bookending the sale are
Abraham Ortelius's A Map
of Ireland from the 1606 En-
glish edition of Theatrum Or-
bis Terrarum (€800-€1,200),
and from 2014, Impressions

of Dublin 8, from the verse
anthology ‘If Ever You Go',
Dedalus Press, designed and
illustrated by students of Vi-
sual Communications NCAD,
all signed by poet and artist
(€400-€600).

The fragility of paper

Fiddler by Jack B Yeats
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