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 Legend of Nobel Prizes 
  

Alfred Nobel, a famous scientist, inventor, businessman 

and founder of the Nobel Prizes was born on October 21, 

1833 in Stockholm, Sweden.  He died in San Remo, Italy 

on December 10, 1896.  

 

 In his last will and testament, he wrote that 

much of his fortune should be used to give prizes to 

those who have done their best for humanity in the field 

of physics, chemistry, physiology or medicine, literature 

and peace. Not everybody was pleased with this. His will 

was opposed by his relatives and questioned by 

authorities in various countries. It took four years for 

his executors to convince all parties to follow Alfred's 

wishes.   

The first Nobel Prizes were awarded in 1901 in Physics, 

Chemistry, Physiology or Medicine, Literature and 

Peace.  In 1968, Sveriges Riksbank (Sweden's central 

bank) established the Prize in Economic Sciences in 

memory of Alfred Nobel.   

 The prizes are decided by the various Swedish 

Academies and announced every year in October and 

presented at Stockholm, Sweden on the Nobel’s death 

anniversary – December 10.  However, the Peace Prize 

is presented at Oslo, Norway as the same is decided by 

an expert committee of Parliament of Norway.    

 The Nobel Prize amount for 2023 has been set 

at Swedish Kronor of 11 million Swedish kronor 

(Approx. $1 million or INR 8.27 crore) 
 

FIELD PRIZE DECIDED BY WINNER OF 2023 SELECTED WORK 

Physiology 

or Medicine 

The Nobel Assembly 

at Karolinska 

Institute, Stockholm 

Ms. Katalin Karikó and Drew 

Weissman, USA 

For their work and research that enabled the creation of 

mRNA (messenger RiboNucleic Acid) vaccines against 

Covid-19. 

Physics 
The Royal Swedish 

Academy of Sciences 

Pierre Agostini, Ferenc 

Krausz, and Anne L’Huillier  

For experimental methods that generate attosecond pulses 

of light for the study of electro dynamics in matter”. 

Chemistry 
The Royal Swedish 

Academy of Sciences 

Moungi G Bawendi, Louis E 

Brus, and Alexei Ekimov 

For their discovery and synthesis of quantum dots. 

Literature 
The Swedish 

Academy 
Jon Fosse, Norway  

For his innovative plays and prose which give voice to the 

unsayable. 

Peace 

The Norwegian 

Nobel Committee, 

Oslo 

Ms. Narges Mohammadi, Iran For her fight against the oppression of women in Iran and 

her fight to promote human rights and freedom for all. 

Economics  
(Sveriges 

Riksbank Prize 

in Economic 

Sciences) 

The Royal Swedish 

Academy of Sciences 

Ms. Claudia Goldin, USA For her work on women's employment and pay that 

uncovered key drivers behind the gender pay gap.  

 

 

INDIAN NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS 
 

 

 

 

Rabindranath Tagore Literature in 1913 For his collection of poems “Geetanjali”.  

Sir C.V. Raman Physics in 1930 For his “Raman Effect” related to light. 

Mother Teresa Peace in 1979 For her service to people suffering from Leprosy and to 
those dying in destitute, through her Charitable Mission 
“Nirmal Hriday” at Calcutta  

Dr. Subramanian Chandrashekar Physics in 1983 For his theory on white dwarf stars’ limitation known as 
‘Chandrasekhar Limit’. 

Dr. Amartya Sen Economics in 1998 For his work in Economic Theory related to Poverty, 
Democracy, Development and Social Welfare. 

Kailash Satyarthi 
(Jointly with Malala Yousafzai) 

Peace Prize in 2014 For his work for the freedom of children working as 
labourer in various factories / units.  
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NATIONAL NEWS 

 

 

OCTOBER 
 

INDIA WELCOMES PRESIDENT OF TANZANIA 

 
 

President of Tanzania Samia Suluhu Hassan arrived in New Delhi on Oct 8 on a 
four-day State visit to India at the invitation of the President Droupadi Murmu. 
She also held parleys with the prime minister Modi.  She addressed the India-
Tanzania Investment Forum on Oct 10 in New Delhi.  
She was conferred with an Honorary Doctorate by Jawaharlal Nehru University 
for her pivotal role in fostering stronger India-Tanzania relations. Two sides 
signed six MoUs in the fields such as Sports, Maritime Industry, Cultural 
Exchange, industrial cooperation and digital solutions. 
Tanzania is an East African country, opening to the Indian Ocean.  
 

COUNTRY's 1st RRTS LAUNCHED NEAR DELHI 
Country's first Regional Rapid 
Transit System (RRTS) was 
launched on Oct 20 at Sahibabad in 
Uttar Pradesh, next to the eastern 
border of Delhi. The train system is 
part of 80 km long Delhi-Meerut 
RRTS corridor.  First phase of the 
corridor will cover a distance of 17 
km connecting Sahibabad to ‘Duhai 
Depot’ with stations at Ghaziabad, 
Guldhar and Duhai on the way.  
The ultra-modern high-speed trains named ‘Namo Bharat’ will run at a speed of 
160 kilometres per hour, almost double the speed of metro trains. It includes 
features such as reclining seats, overhead luggage racks, Wi-Fi connectivity, and 
mobile and laptop charging facilities. Each train has six coaches and the system 
can carry about 1700 commuters at a time. The system will be very useful for 
the daily commuters on the busy Meerut-Ghaziabad-Delhi route.  
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IISC, BANGALORE TOPS THE RANKINGS  

 
In the latest World University Rankings (WUR) 
announced on Sep 27 by the London based Times 
Higher Education (THE) magazine, a record 91 Indian 
universities have made it to the list.  Among them at the 
top is Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore, 
returning to the global 250 for the first time since 2017.  
However, seven IITs — Bombay, Delhi, Guwahati, 
Kanpur, Kharagpur, Madras, and Roorkee — opted out 
of the rankings, casting doubt on the rankings' 
transparency and standards. 
Oxford University, UK was ranked first for the 8th 
consecutive year, followed by Stanford University, USA 
in second place. 
In the 20th year of the ranking, it covered 1,904 
universities—up from 1,799 last year, from across 108 
countries. The rankings assessed the universities across 
18 indicators covering their core missions of teaching, 
research, knowledge transfer and internationalisation. 
 

OP AJAY TO BRING INDIANS FROM ISRAEL 
India launched “Operation Ajay" on Oct 11 to facilitate 
the return of Indians from Israel. Special charter flights 
and other arrangements were put in place to ensure safe 
return of Indian citizens. A 24-hour Control Room was 
set up in the Ministry of External Affairs to monitor the 
situation and provide information and assistance. First 
batch of 230 Indians living in Israel left for India on 
October 12.   

 

BRICS INT’L COMPETITION CONFERENCE 
The Competition Commission of India hosted the 8th 
BRICS International Competition Conference (BRICS 
ICC) on Oct 11-13 in New Delhi. The theme of the 
conference was “New Issues in Competition Law and 
Policy – Dimensions, Perspectives, Challenges”.  
The conference was attended by more than 600 delegates from 
the competition regulating authorities of BRICS and non-BRICS 
nations, competition law experts, non-government advisors and 
domestic invitees. 

 

INDIA RETAINS 40th RANK IN INNOVATION 
The World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO), 
Geneva, an agency of the United Nations, released the 
Global Innovation Index (GII) 2023 on Sep 27. The index 
tracks the innovation ecosystem performance of 132 
global economies across 80 indicators.    
Switzerland, for the 13th year – ranks first in the index. It is 
followed by Sweden at second and the USA at third rank.  India 
has retained its 40th spot for the second year in the Index.  

 
India has been on a rising trajectory, over the past 
several years in the GII, moving from a rank of 81 in 
2015 to 40 in 2023. The consistent improvement in the 
GII ranking is based on the immense knowledge capital, 
vibrant start-up ecosystem, and the amazing work done 
by the public and private sector research organisations.   
The GII tracks latest global innovation trends in the economies, 
guiding policy makers and business leaders in stimulating 
human ingenuity. It is a reliable tool for governments across the 
world to assess the innovation-led social and economic changes 
in their respective countries. 

 

INDIA LAGS BEHIND IN PENSION SYSTEMS 
The New York based consultancy firm Mercer along 
with CFA Institute, USA released on October 17 their 
15th Global Pension Index, covering 47 countries which 
represent 64% of the world's population.  
The Netherlands topped the rankings with an overall 
score of 85, followed by Iceland (83.5) and Denmark 
(81.3). India improved its overall score on the pension 
index to 45.9, from 44.4 in 2022, securing 45th rank in 
the Index. 
This annual pension index report examines the retirement 
systems of countries across the world, under three sub-indices, 
namely, adequacy, sustainability, and integrity. It highlights 
issues in their retirement systems, and the possible areas of 
reforms that these countries can look into to improve their 
citizens’ retirement lives. 



 

 GYANM GENERAL AWARENESS – DECEMBER 2023                                                                                                                                                                                    6 

INDIA SLIPS BACK IN GLOBAL HUNGER INDEX 

 
 

In the Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2023 released on 
October 12, India was ranked 111th out of 125 countries, 
with a high score of 28.7, indicating a seriously high 
level of hunger. India slipped four spots below its rank 
of 107th in 2022. Neighbouring countries, such as 
Pakistan (102nd), Bangladesh (81st), Nepal (69th), and Sri 
Lanka (60th), scored better than India. The report also 
said the rate of wasting of children (child weight as per 
height) was the highest in India at 18.7%, reflecting 
acute undernutrition. 
The Indian government has outrightly rejected this 
report this year too, like it has done on previous 
occasions, terming the methodology of the report 
preparation faulty. It also raised concerns about the 
selection of the four parameters used as three of them 
are about children under five years, not representing 
the general population. 
Twenty countries scored below five, making it to top 
performers against the challenge of hunger. No 
individual ranking was given in these 20 countries. At 
the bottom was the Republic of Africa with a score of 
42.3, followed by Madagascar (41.0) and Yemen (39.9).  
‘Concern Worldwide’ and ‘Welt Hungerhilfe’, two NGOs 
from Ireland and Germany, respectively, have come out 
with this report.  GHI rankings are based on following 
four factors:   
• Undernourishment (refers to the entire population – 

both children and adults);  
• Child stunting (share of children under five who have 

low height for their age); 
• Child mortality in children under five; and  
• Child wasting (children under five who have low 

weight for their height).  
• All these indicators are components of the universally 

agreed UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 

INDIA SLIPS 4 SPOTS IN TALENT RANKING 
The International Institute for Management 
Development (IMD), based in Lausanne, Switzerland, 
has released its 2023 World Talent Ranking, revealing 
that India has fallen four spots to 56th out of 64 
economies, compared to its 52nd position in 2022.  

India fared reasonably well in future readiness, ranking 
29th. However, the report highlights India's weak 
educational system, ranking it second to last (63rd) in 
quality. This is attributed to unequal access to 
education, particularly in rural areas, and insufficient 
investment. 
Switzerland tops the ranking, with Luxembourg in 
second place, followed by Iceland and Belgium.    The 
IMD World Talent Ranking considers various factors, 
including quality of life, statutory minimum wage, and 
primary and secondary education.  
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

PARLIAMENT APPROVES 33% RESERVATION 
FOR WOMEN 
Crossing an historic milestone towards gender equality, 
the Parliament passed the Constitution (128th 
Amendment) Bill, 2023 on Sep 21.  It seeks to reserve 
one-third of the total number of seats for women in Lok 
Sabha, State Legislative Assemblies and Delhi Assembly. 
Within the 33% quota, the law suggests sub-reservation 
for SCs and STs. 
The Women’s Reservation Bill, also called “Nari Shakti 
Vandan Adhiniyam”, was approved by the Rajya Sabha 
with 214 votes in favour of the Bill and none against it. 
The Lok Sabha had already given its nod to the Bill on 
Sep 20. 
However, the bill cannot be implemented immediately 
because the Government needs to bring into 
consideration a fresh census and delimitation exercise, 
in order to avoid a legal challenge. It will then require 
the approval of a majority of the state assemblies.  
The Women’s Reservation Bill’s chequered legislative 
history started 27 years ago, in September 1996, when it 
was first tabled in Parliament by the H. D. Deve Gowda-
led government. Since then, almost every government 
tried for its approval, but none could succeed, for one 
reason or the other. Women presently make up for nearly 
half of India’s 95 crore registered voters but comprise 
only 15 percent of lawmakers in Parliament and 10 per 
cent in the state assemblies. Inclusion of women will kick-
start democracy by giving the vast majority of people a 
voice in how their lives should be run. 

 



 

 GYANM GENERAL AWARENESS – DECEMBER 2023                                                                                                                                                                                    7 

18th G-20 SUMMIT CONCLUDES IN NEW DELHI 

 
 

The 18th G20 Leaders’ Summit kickstarted on Sep 09 at 
the Bharat Mandapam in Pragati Maidan, New Delhi 
under the chairmanship of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. More than 30 top world leaders including US 
President Joe Biden, UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, 
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, Prime Minister 
of Canada Justin Trudeau, Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese, and several others, attended the 
summit.  
Besides, top officials from the European Union, African 
Union and invited guest countries and 14 heads of major 
international organisations such as UNO, IMF, World 
Bank, OECD also attended the summit.   
On the first day of the Summit, two sessions were held, 
namely One Earth and One Family. Several key issues 
ranging from food and energy security to clean energy 
transition and climate change were deliberated at length 
at the summit.   
In the One Earth session, India and several other 
countries launched the ‘Global Biofuels Alliance’, urging 
members to make efforts to take ethanol blending with 
petrol globally to 20 per cent.  Biofuel is a renewable 
source of energy derived from biomass, which is plant 
or algae material or animal waste. Since such feedstock 
material can be replenished readily, biofuel is 
considered to be a source of renewable energy. 
As a landmark step towards ‘One Family’, the African 
Union-AU was inducted as a permanent member of the 
G20. Chairman of the African Union, Azali Assoumani, 
represented the AU.  He is the president of Comoros, a 
tiny island nation east of Mozambique, in the Indian 
Ocean. AU was established in 2002 and represents all 
the 55 African countries.  
Another important decision was the launch of the India-
Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor and Partnership 
for Global Infrastructure and Investment, for 
establishing a direct trade corridor from India to 
Europe, via Dubai and the Middle East. The countries 
involved in the project include the USA, Saudi Arabia, 
the UAE, France, Germany, Italy and the european 
Union.   

Prime Minister Modi chaired the third session namely One 
Future on Sep 10, the concluding day of the summit. G20 New 
Delhi Leaders’ Declaration was adopted unanimously which 
reflects the growing stature of India at the world stage. Inclusive 
growth, accelerating actions to deal with climate change and 
increasing medical supplies to be future ready for health 
emergencies among others are the focus areas of the 
Declaration. With 83 paras and absolutely no dissent, the 
Declaration symbolised unparalleled global consensus.  
With a total of 112 outcomes and presidency documents, India 
has more than tripled the substantive work from the previous 
presidencies. In the closing ceremony, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi handed over the ceremonial gavel to the President of 
Brazil Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva for the next year presidency of 
G-20. 

 

MODI ATTENDS 20th ASEAN-INDIA SUMMIT 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi made a two-day visit to 
Indonesia on Sep 6-7 to attend the 20th ASEAN-India 
Summit and 18th East Asia Summit. The 43rd annual 
summit of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) was held on Sep 5-6-7 in Jakarta, Indonesia.   
The leaders discussed strengthening ASEAN integration 
And expanding collaboration in key areas such as the 
digital and green economies. 
 

YASHOBHOOMI: ANOTHER CROWN FOR INDIA 
One of the world’s largest MICE facilities, the India 
International Convention and Expo Centre 
‘Yashobhoomi’ was inaugurated on Sep 17 in Dwarka, 
New Delhi. MICE stands for Meetings, Incentives, 
Conferences, and Exhibitions. The complex has been 
developed by the Government of India. 
Spread over 220 acres, it has a total built-up area of 
more than 1.8 lakh square metres. A new metro station 
here connects it directly to the Delhi Airport Metro 
Express line. The convention centre, built across more 
than 73,000 sqm of area, comprises 15 convention 
rooms including the main auditorium, the grand 
ballroom and 13 meeting rooms with a total capacity of 
holding 11,000 delegates. It has the largest LED media I 
(frontage) in the country.   
The main auditorium is the plenary hall for the convention 
centre and is equipped with a seating capacity of around 6,000 
guests. This auditorium has one of the most innovative 
automated seating systems which allows the floor to be a flat 
floor or an auditorium style tiered seating for different seating 
configurations.  
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NMC GETS GLOBAL RECOGNITION 

 
The National Medical Commission (NMC) of India has 
been awarded the coveted World Federation for Medical 
Education (WFME) recognition status for a tenure of 10 
years. All of the existing 706 medical colleges in India 
will become WFME accredited while new medical 
colleges, set up in the next 10 years, will automatically 
become WFME accredited.   
The WFME is a global organisation whose primary objective is 
to enhance the quality of medical education worldwide, with the 
promotion of the highest scientific and ethical standards in 
medical education. 
As a result of this, Indian medical graduates can now pursue 
post-graduation and practice in countries like the US, Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand.  
It will also facilitate academic collaborations and exchanges, 
promote continuous improvement and innovation in medical 
education as well as foster a culture of quality assurance among 
medical educators and institutions. Additionally, India can 
become an attractive destination for international students due 
to globally recognized standards. 
 

NCERT BECOMES ‘DEEMED UNIVERSITY’  
The National Council of Educational Research and 
Training (NCERT) was granted deemed university 
status on Sep 01. The NCERT will now be able to start its 
own high standard research-oriented courses in unique 
and new emerging areas and award its own degrees to 
the candidates for graduation, postgraduate and 
doctoral degrees. 
NCERT is an autonomous organisation set up in 1961 by the 
Government of India to assist and advise the Central and State 
Governments on policies and programmes for qualitative 
improvement in school education. As the apex organisation for 
school education, the NCERT undertakes various activities and 
programmes, including educational research and innovation, 
curriculum development and development of textual and 
teaching-learning materials. 

 

INDIA’s FIRST 700 MWE NUCLEAR POWER UNIT 
The third unit of the indigenously developed 700-
megawatt electric (Mwe) nuclear power reactor at the 
Kakrapar Atomic Power Project (KAPP3) in Gujarat 
commenced operations at full capacity on Aug 31. The 
unit had started its commercial operations on June 30 
this year. 
In India’s civilian nuclear power generation programme, 
this is a landmark event as it is country’s first 700 Mwe 
unit and the biggest indigenously developed variant of 
the Pressurised Heavy Water Reactor (PHWR). The 
PHWRs, which use natural uranium as fuel and heavy 
water as moderator, constitute the mainstay of India’s 
nuclear power fleet.  
Till now, the biggest reactor of indigenous design was 
the 540 Mwe PHWR, two of which have been deployed 
in Tarapur, Maharashtra. 

 
INDIA CAN NOW ISSUE OIML CERTIFICATES  

 
India has become the 13th country in the world that can 
issue internationally accepted OIML (International 
Organisation of Legal Metrology) Certificates. Domestic 
manufacturers of weighing and measuring instruments 
can get their products tested within the country and sell 
them in the international market.   
This system ensures uniformity and trust in 
measurement worldwide and saves resources by 
avoiding repeated certifications. 
The certificates will be issued by the Legal Metrology 
Division, Department of Consumer Affairs under the 
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public 
Distribution. 

 
INDIA IMPROVES RANKING IN DIGITAL LIFE 
Surfshark, a Netherland based network security firm, 
released its 5th annual Digital Quality of Life Index for 
121 countries, ranking them on the basis of five 
significant parameters to assess their quality of digital 
life.  The index placed France at the top, followed by 
Finland and Denmark.   
India was ranked 52nd in the world, up from 59th last year. The 
increase is largely due to the country’s surge in internet quality, 
for which it now ranks 16th. Since last year, mobile internet 
speed in India has improved by 297 percent. However, the 
country faced challenges in e-infrastructure, ranking 91st. 
The DQL index comprises five pillars: Internet quality, Internet 
affordability, e-infrastructure, e-government, and e-security. 
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INDIA RANKED 87th IN ECONOMIC FREEDOM 

 
According to a report released by the Canadian think 
tank Fraser Institute on Sep 19, Singapore pushed Hong 
Kong to second place to claim the title of the world’s 
freest economy, marking the end of Hong Kong’s 53-
year reign at the top.  It was followed by Switzerland 
and New Zealand at 3rd and 4th spot, respectively.  India 
ranks 87th out of 165 countries covered by the report.    
The Economic Freedom of the World: Annual Report 
measures the economic freedom of individuals—their 
ability to make their own economic decisions—by 
analysing the policies and institutions of 165 countries. 
The policies examined include regulation, freedom to 
trade internationally, size of government, legal systems, 
property rights, and sound monetary policy. 
 
 
 

NEWS FROM STATES 
 

 

OCTOBER 
 

MUMBAI AIRPORT LAUNCHES ASIA’s 1st DARK 
In a major initiative in the aviation sector, the 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport, 
Mumbai commissioned a specialised Disabled Aircraft 
Recovery Kit (DARK) on Oct 09, becoming the first 
airport in Asia to have such a facility. 
The DARK facility has high-pressure lifting bags that 
ensure superior durability, require minimal manpower, 
and provide a more efficient recovery process, in contrast 
to conventional low-pressure counterparts.  It has the 
ability to swiftly recover the biggest commercial aircraft 
in operations in the world, including B777-300, which 
weighs over 390 Metric tons. 

 

MUMBAI RANKED 19th IN PROPERTY INDEX 
Knight Frank, a London-based property consultant, 
released its Global Prime Residential Index for Q2 2023 
on October 12. The index provides a quarterly insight 
into the performance of several cities around the world 
on the price front, in the residential real estate market. 
The index ranked Mumbai in the 19th position, 
Bengaluru in the 22nd position, and New Delhi in the 25th 
position.  
The Turkish capital Ankara topped the index, with the 
highest growth rate of 105.9 percent, followed by 
Istanbul at 85.1 percent.  
 

STATE ELECTIONS ANNOUNCED IN 5 STATES 
The Election Commission announced on Oct 09 the poll 
schedule for the assembly elections in five states – 
Mizoram, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and 
Telangana.  The elections will be held between 7th to 
30th of next month as under:   
Mizoram, 40 seats - Nov 07 
Chhattisgarh, 90 seats - Nov 07/177 
Madhya Pradesh, 230 - Nov 17  
Rajasthan, 200 - Nov 25 
Telangana, 119- Nov 30 

 
The counting for all five states will take place on 3rd 
December and the results will be announced on the 
same day.  There are 679 assembly seats in these five 
states and 16 crore electors. Around 60 lakh first-time 
voters will participate in these polls.   
 

SIKKIM DEVASTATED BY FLASH FLOODS 
A cloudburst over Lhonak Lake in North Sikkim on the 
mid-night of Oct 3-4 led to bursting of glacial lake which 
triggered heavy flash floods in the Teesta River, flowing 
downstream from Sikkim to Bengal. Sudden outburst of 
gushing waters accompanied by heavy slush, washed 
away everything in its path - homes, bridges, trees, 
people, and even the 88.6-metre-high Teesta Dam at 
Chungthang power project, the biggest hydropower 
project in the state.  
The flood destroyed 13 bridges in the state. A total of 
103 people, including the 15 jawans, remained missing 
after the catastrophe.  
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AFSPA EXTENDED IN ARUNACHAL/ NAGALAND 

 
After reviewing the law-and-order situation in 
Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland, the central 
government has declared certain districts in both the 
states as 'disturbed area’ for a further period of six 
months with effect from October 1, 2023, under the 
provisions of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act 
(AFSPA). 
 

$175 Mn ADB LOAN FOR MADHYA PRADESH 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) approved a $175 
million loan to the Madhya Pradesh government to 
improve road connectivity and enhance climate 
resilience of roads in the state. The project will utilise 
green technology in road construction and develop 
charging infrastructure for electric vehicles.         
 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) approved a $181 
million loan to enhance the quality of life in the peri-
urban areas around Ahmedabad, Gujarat. The aim is to 
improve urban living conditions and mobility in these 
rapidly growing areas. 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

INDIA’s FIRST EVER LIGHTHOUSE FESTIVAL 
India’s first ever Lighthouse Festival was held at Fort 
Aguada lighthouse, Sinquerim in Goa from Sep 23 to 25. 
The event featured local artists, dance troupes, food and 
culinary stalls, music concerts etc. The similar festival 
will be celebrated across all the lighthouses in the 
country in a bid to promote these historic spots as 
tourist destinations.  
The festival aims at boosting tourism and fostering an 
appreciation for the country’s maritime history and the 
invaluable role of lighthouses in the coastal regions. The country 
has at least 203 lighthouses spread across its 7,517 km coastline. 

 

HOYSALA TEMPLES GET HERITAGE STATUS 
Three ancient sacred Hoysala temples located in Belur, 
Halebidu, and Somanathapura in Karnataka have 
become the 42nd UNESCO World Heritage Site in India. 
The announcement was made by the World Heritage 
Committee of UNESCO on Sep 18 in its 45th session in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.  
The Hoysala Temples were built in the 12th and 13th centuries 
by the Hoysala kings. They are known for their magnificent 
architecture and show the sculptural as well as artistic 
achievement of the temple complexes. The temples are a 
testament to India’s rich cultural heritage and the exceptional 
craftsmanship of our ancestors. 
The three temples ’nclude the Chennakeshava temple, the main 
temple in the complex at Belur; the Hoysaleswara Temple on the 
banks of Dwarasamudra tank in Halebidu; and  the Keshava 
Temple at the centre of Somanathapura village (Mysore 
district).  These three temples are dedicated to Lord Vishnu, 
Lord Shiva and Lord Krishna, respectively.    

 

SANTINIKETAN NOW WORLD HERITAGE SITE 

 
Santiniketan, the town in West Bengal, was included in 
the UNESCO World Heritage list on Sep 17 during the 
45th Session of the World Heritage Committee held in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. It is located near Bolpur town in 
Birbhum district of West Bengal. 
Maharshi Debendranath Tagore, father of Nobel 
laureate Rabindranath Tagore, in 1863, acquired 20 
acres of land here to build a bungalow and named it 
Shanitiniketan, (abode of peace), primarily for 
meditation and spiritual pursuits. Gradually, the whole 
surrounding area came to be known as Shantiniketan.  
In 1901, Rabindranath Tagore established here a small 
residential school and centre for art based on ancient 
Indian traditions and a vision of the unity of humanity 
transcending religious and cultural boundaries.  
Later, in 1921, he established here a ‘world university’ – Visva 
Bharati as a centre for pursuit of art and culture with the 
objective of exploring the arts, language, humanities, music etc. 
in a structured manner.  It was declared to be a central 
university and an institute of national importance in 1951 
through an act of Parliament. 
Santiniketan becomes the 41st UNESCO World Heritage Site in 
India and the third in West Bengal, after the Sundarbans 
National Park and the Darjeeling Mountain Railways. Last year, 
the state’s Durga Puja got space in “Intangible Cultural Heritage 
of humanity” under UNESCO.  
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INDIA SMART CITIES AWARDS 2022 

 
The Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry on 
August 25 announced the winners of the India Smart 
Cities Awards 2022.  Indore, Madhya Pradesh was 
declared the best smart city, followed by Surat, Gujarat 
and Agra, UP at second and third rank, respectively. 
Chandigarh won the overall best award in the Union 
Territory category.  
The cities were selected based on their ranking in terms of 
progress of projects, project outcomes and presentations 
submitted for the awards. Madhya Pradesh was declared the 
best state in the Smart Cities Mission, followed by  Tamil Nadu 
and Rajasthan.  
Under the Smart Cities Mission, which was launched in 2015, the 
100 selected cities have completed 76% of the proposed projects 
worth Rs.1.10 lakh crore, while the remaining projects worth 
Rs.60,095 crore are expected to be completed by 30 June 2024.  

 
108 ft TALL STATUE OF ADI SHANKARACHARYA 
A colossal 108-feet tall statue of the eighth-century 
Hindu philosopher and saint – ‘Adi Shankaracharya’ was 
unveiled on Sep 21 in Omkareshwar near Khandwa city 
in Madhya Pradesh. The multi-metal ‘Ekatmata ki 
Pratima’ (Statue of Oneness) portrays Adi 
Shankaracharya as a 12-year-old boy – the age at which 
he is believed to have left Omkareshwar to promote 
Advaita Vedanta, a school of Hindu philosophy. 

 

AMRAWATI AND PARWANOO TOP IN CLEAN AIR 
The report of the Swachh Vayu Survekshan 2023 (clean 
air survey) for the cities with population below 10 lakh, 
was released on Sep 7 in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.  The 
survey was conducted by the Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) under the National Clean Air Programme 
(NCAP) of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change.  
Amravati in Maharashtra topped in the category of cities with 
populations ranging from 3 to 10 lakhs, followed by Moradabad 
in Uttar Pradesh and Guntur in Andhra Pradesh. Among cities 
with populations below 3 lakhs, Parwanoo and Kala Amb in 
Himachal Pradesh took the first two spots.   

 
ASIA’s LARGEST DISTRICT COOLING SYSTEM 
Telangana government has signed a MoU with Dubai 
based cooling giant Tabreed, to develop Asia’s largest 
district cooling infrastructure in industrial parks 
including the Hyderabad Pharma City. Tabreed will 
develop 125,000 refrigeration tonnes of district cooling 
plants and networks investing up to $200 million. 
The first-of-its-kind, ground-breaking initiative will 
bring multi-fold benefits of highly reliable, superior 
cost-efficiency, and unprecedented economies of scale, 
resulting in 6,800 GWh of power savings and 41,600 
mega liters of water savings. This will reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and save 6.2 million tons of 
CO2.  

 
 

 
 

GOVT. INITIATIVES 
 

OCTOBER 
 

APAAR – UNIQUE ID FOR EVERY STUDENT 
As a part of the National Education Policy(NEP) 2020, 
the Union Ministry of Education notified on Oct 11 a 
plan to create unique ID numbers for school students 
across India. The ‘One Nation One Student ID’ scheme, 
known as ‘Automated Permanent Academic Account 
Registry (APAAR)’ will be a lifelong unique ID number 
for every student, based on their Aadhaar number.  
This identity number will be for all students, from pre-
primary to higher education. The system will digitally 
store exam results, sports achievements, Olympiad 
outcomes and help keep a track of students dropping 
out.     
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NATIONAL TURMERIC BOARD FORMED 

 
The Government notified on Oct 04 the constitution of 
the National Turmeric (Haldi) Board.  It will focus on the 
development and growth of turmeric and turmeric 
products in the country. The Board will play an 
instrumental role in increasing awareness and 
consumption of turmeric and develop new markets 
globally to increase exports. 
India is the largest producer, consumer and exporter of 
turmeric in the world. More than 30 varieties of 
Turmeric are grown in India in over 20 states. India has 
more than 62 percent share of world trade in turmeric. 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 
 

FIRST AI BASED CHATBOT FOR FARMERS 
With a vision to bring positive change to the lives of 
farmers and improve governance through the use of 
technology, the government launched an AI chatbot 
Kisan e-Mitra on Sep 21. It acts as a comprehensive 
guide for the beneficiaries, providing them with timely 
and accurate responses to their queries. 
This is the first AI Chatbot integrated with a major 
flagship scheme of the union government. It is aimed at 
empowering farmers with a user-friendly and accessible 
platform. Currently, the Chatbot is available in English, 
Hindi, Bengali, Odia, and Tamil. In a short period, it will 
be available in all 22 languages of the country. 

 

RASHTRIYA VIGYAN PURASKAR INSTITUTED 
The Government has instituted a new set of National 
Awards titled ‘Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar’ for 
recognising outstanding contributions in the field of 
science, technology and innovation. The awards shall be 
one of the highest recognitions in this field and will have 
the status at par with other National Awards. 
The awards will be given in four categories – Vigyan 
Ratna, Vigyan Shri, Vigyan Yuva-Shanti Swarup 
Bhatnagar, and Vigyan Team. The awards shall be given 
in the 13 domains such as Physics, Chemistry, 
Mathematics, Computer Science, Atomic Energy, Space 
Science, etc. These awards will be announced on 11th 
May on the National Technology Day, and the Award 
Ceremony will be held on 23rd August on the National 
Space Day every year.  
 

3 GAME-CHANGING INITIATIVES FOR FARMERS 

 
With a view to revolutionise agriculture, enhance 
financial inclusion, optimise data utilisation, and 
improve the lives of farmers across the nation, the 
government launched three initiatives on Sep 19. The 
three initiatives are – Kisan Rin Portal (KRP), Ghar-Ghar 
KCC Abhiyaan, and WINDS Manual. 
The KRP portal will serve as an integrated hub, offering 
a comprehensive view of farmer data, loan 
disbursement specifics, interest subvention claims, and 
scheme utilisation progress. 
Ghar-Ghar KCC Abhiyaan aims at ensuring that every 
farmer has unhindered access to credit facilities via 
Kisan Credit Card to meet their financial needs. The 
campaign will last from 1st October 2023 to 31st 
December 2023. 
The Weather Information Network Data Systems 
(WINDS) will establish a network of Automatic Weather 
Stations & Rain Gauges at the taluk/block and gram 
panchayat levels to create a robust database of hyper-
local weather data. It will help in improving various 
agricultural operations, improved crop management, 
and risk mitigation.  
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EX-GRATIA RELIEF RATES REVISED 

 
Government has revised the amount of ex-gratia relief 
paid to the dependents of deceased and injured 
passengers involved in Train Accidents and Untoward 
Incidents. 
As per the revision by the Ministry of Railways, an 
amount of Rs 5 lakh will be given to the kin of the 
deceased person and Rs 2,50,00 per person in case of 
grievous injury. An amount of Rs 50,000 will be paid in 
case of simple injury. However, this ex-gratia will be 
given only if Railways is found prima facie liable for the 
mishap. 
In case of any untoward incident, ex-gratia of Rs 1,50,000 will be 
paid for death cases; Rs 50,000 for seriously injured, and 
Rs.5,000 for simple injury cases.  
The Railways Ministry informed that additional ex-gratia relief 
for 30 days will also be provided to hospitalised passengers 
under the grievously injured category. Further, a maximum 
amount of up to 50,000 rupees will be paid in cash as an 
immediate relief for taking care of initial expenses. 

 
e-COURTS MISSION MODE PROJECT PHASE-3 
With a view to improve access to justice using 
technology, the Union Cabinet approved the e-Courts 
Mission Mode Project Phase -3 on Sep 13 as a Central 
Sector Scheme. It will be spread over a period of four 
years with a financial outlay of 7,210 crore rupees.  
The project aims to establish online and paperless 
courts in order to make the judicial system more 
convenient, economical, and transparent for the citizens. 
Those who do not have access to technology, can access the 
judicial services from eSewa Kendras.  4,400 e-Sewa Kendras 
will be set up at all the court complexes for this purpose. 

 

MALAVIYA MISSION FOR TEACHERS’ TRAINING 
On the occasion of Teachers' Day, Union Minister of 
Education, Dharmendra Pradhan, inaugurated the 
"Malaviya Mission: Teacher Training Programme" in 
New Delhi. The mission honours veteran educationist 
and founder of Banaras Hindu University, Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya, a Bharat Ratna awardee. 
This initiative, conducted in collaboration between the 
University Grants Commission (UGC) and the Union 
Education Ministry, seeks to transform faculty capacity 
building and teacher preparation programs across the 
country’s higher education institutions. It aims to train 
over 15 lakh teachers across the country.  
 

META TO TRAIN 5 LAKH INDIANS IN DIGI MKTG.  

 
Union Minister for Education and Skill Development & 
Entrepreneurship, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan launched 
a 3-year partnership “Education to Entrepreneurship: 
Empowering a generation of students, educators and 
entrepreneurs” between the Ministry and social media 
giant Meta on Sep 04 in New Delhi.  
The groundbreaking programme aims to provide 
aspiring and established business owners with crucial 
digital marketing knowledge. It is expected to take 
digital skilling to the grassroots, covering over 5 lakh 
aspirants. It will enhance capacities of the talent pool, 
seamlessly connect students, youth, workforce and 
micro-entrepreneurs, with futuristic technologies and 
transform them into new-age problem solvers and 
entrepreneurs. 
 

‘ADOPT A HERITAGE 2.0’ LAUNCHED BY ASI 
The Archaeological Survey of India - ASI launched the 
'Adopt a Heritage 2.0' programme on Sep 04 to invite 
corporate stakeholders to enhance amenities at 
monuments by utilising their CSR funds. Besides, a user-
friendly mobile app, named 'Indian Heritage', which 
showcases the heritage monuments of India, was also 
unveiled.  
The process for selection will be carried out after due diligence 
and discussions with various stakeholders and assessing the 
economic and developmental opportunities at each monument.   
The ASI has 3,696 monuments under protection, spread 
throughout the country.  These monuments not only exhibit the 
rich cultural heritage of India but also play a significant role in 
fostering economic growth. 
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‘MERA BILL MERA ADHIKAAR’ APP LAUNCHED 

 
The Government of India launched an ‘Invoice Incentive 
Scheme’ by the name ‘Mera Bill Mera Adhikaar’ on Sep 
01 to encourage the culture of customers asking for GST 
bills for all purchases. 
Two bumper prizes of one crore rupees each will be 
given away every quarter. There will also be 800 lucky 
draws having a prize value of ten thousand rupees each, 
and 10 draws with a prize of 10 lakh rupees each, every 
month. 
All residents of India will be eligible to participate in this 
Scheme irrespective of their State and UT. Maximum 25 invoices 
can be uploaded by an individual in a month to be considered for 
lucky draw.  
GST Bills with minimum value of 200 rupees can be uploaded on 
Mobile App ‘Mera Bill Mera Adhikaar’ available on IOS and 
Android or on web portal ‘web.merabill.gst.gov.in’. 
 

ECONOMY & INDUSTRY  
 

 
 

OCTOBER 
 
 

 
 

IMF HIKES INDIA’s GROWTH RATE TO 6.3% 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) in its annual 
publication, World Economic Outlook, released on Oct 
10, has raised India’s GDP growth forecast for 2023-24 
to 6.3% on the back of strong consumption demand.  
Current forecast is 20 basis points more than 6.1 per cent 
announced in July this year. The IMF's latest growth forecast 
comes a month or so after data released by the Statistics 
Ministry on August 31 showed the Indian economy expanded by 
7.8 per cent in April-June, 2023. 

 

INDIA RECORDED HIGH GROWTH IN 2022-23 
As per the latest India Development Update (IDU) by the 
World Bank, released on Oct 03, despite a tough global 
environment, India’s economy grew at 7.2% in FY 
22/23, making it one of the fastest-growing major 
economies.  India's growth rate was the second-highest 
among G20 countries and almost twice the average for 
emerging market economies. 
However, the report retained India’s growth forecast at 
6.3% for the year 2023-24 saying that the expected 
moderation was due to challenging external conditions 
and waning pent-up demand. 
 

FARMERS PRODUCE RECORD FOODGRAINS 
The final estimates of production of major crops for the 
year 2022-23 were released on Oct 18 by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. The total foodgrain 
production in the country is estimated at record 
3,296.87 Lakh tonnes which is 140.71 Lakh tonnes more 
than the production of last year.  
Further, the production during 2022-23 is higher by 
308.69 Lakh tonnes than the average production of 
foodgrains in previous five years’ (2017-18 to 2021-22)  
Two major crops, Rice and Wheat, accounted for over 74 
percent of total foodgrains production, contributing 
1357.55 and 1105.54 Lakh tonnes, respectively. Total 
Pulses production is estimated at 260.58 Lakh tonnes 
while that of coarse grains was estimated at 573.19 Lakh 
tonnes. Total production of Sugarcane is estimated at 
4905.33 Lakh tonnes. 
 

MSP HIKED FOR 6 MAIN RABI CROPS 
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approved 

on Oct 18 the increase in the Minimum Support Prices 

(MSP) for all six mandated Rabi Crops for Marketing 

Season 2024-25. The increase in MSP is in line with the 

Union Budget 2018-19 announcement of fixing the MSP 

at a level of at least 1.5 times of the All-India weighted 

average cost of production. 
 

MSP for Marketing season 2024-25 

Sr. 
No. 

Crop MSP Rs/Qtl Increase 
Rs/Qtl 

1. Wheat  2275 150 

2. Barley 1850 115 

3.  Gram 5440 105 

4. Masur 6425 425 

5. Rapeseed/Mustard 5650 200 

6. Safflower 5800 150 
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IRCON AND RITES GET ‘NAVRATNA’ STATUS 

 
The Department of Public Enterprises in the Ministry of 
Finance granted coveted ‘Navratna’ status to two 
Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) on Oct 12. The 
two CPSEs, Ircon International Limited (IRCON) and 
RITES Ltd (RITES), under the Ministry of Railways, have 
become 15th and 16th Navratna, respectively.   
IRCON International specialises in infrastructure 
construction services, including projects such as roads, 
highways, bridges, airports, mass rapid transit systems, 
and commercial buildings. RITES provides transport 
infrastructure consultancy, railway inspection, rolling 
stock leasing, maintenance, and associated services 
within the transportation sector. 
The 'Navratna' companies are typically selected based on 
their financial performance, operational efficiency, and 
strategic importance to the Indian economy. These 
companies are given more freedom in making decisions 
related to investments, joint ventures, mergers, and 
acquisitions. 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 

 

S&P PUTS INDIA’s GROWTH AT 6.6% 
Global rating agency S&P Global Market Intelligence 
announced on Sep 18 that India’s growth prediction for 
FY24 was raised upward to 6.6 per cent on the strength 
of strong growth in the April-June quarter.  
This represents a significant change from the 5.9 per 
cent growth predicted in August. The agency reported 
that “India's economic growth momentum was buoyant 
in the April-June quarter, growing at a pace of 7.8% 
year-on-year, supported by robust growth in domestic 
demand.” 

 

ADB LOWERS INDIA’s GROWTH RATE TO 6.3% 
On Sep 09, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) lowered 
its growth forecast for India’s economy to 6.3% for the 
year 2023-24, from 6.4% estimated earlier, citing the 
impact of falling exports and erratic rainfall patterns 
that could hit farm output.    

 
GDP REGISTERS A HIGH GROWTH OF 7.8% 
According to official data shared by the National 
Statistical Office on Aug 31, India's Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) registered a growth of 7.8 percent in the 
April-June quarter of the current fiscal (2023-2024), 
compared to a growth of 6.1 percent in the previous 
January-March quarter of fiscal 2022-23.  
The main thrust came from the services sector that grew at 9.2 
percent in the quarter. Manufacturing posted a growth of 4.7 
percent while the agriculture sector registered a growth of 3.5 
percent.    

 

MOODY’s PUT INDIAN GDP GROWTH AT 6.7% 

 
US based global rating agency, Moody’s Investors 
Service raised India’s growth projection for 2023 
calendar year to 6.7% on Sep 01(from 5.5% announced 
earlier), citing surge in growth performance helped up 
by robust underlying economic momentum. 
In the Global Macro Outlook 2023-24 (August update), Moody’s 
said strong services expansion and capital expenditures have 
propelled India’s 7.8% real GDP growth in the April-June 
quarter.  

 
 

BANKING & FINANCE 
 

OCTOBER 
 
 

RBI’s WORKING GROUP ON ECL FRAMEWORK 
The Reserve Bank of India has decided to constitute an 
external working group on expected credit loss (ECL) 
based framework for provisioning by Banks. The ECL 
approach to provisioning is a paradigm shift from the 
current incurred loss-based provisioning regime. 
The Working Group will be chaired by R Narayanaswamy, 
former Professor, IIM Bangalore and will consist of eight 
members - domain experts from academia and industry as 
well as representatives from select banks. 
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RBI MAINTAINS REPO RATE AT 6.5% 
The Reserve Bank of India in its fourth bi-monthly 
monetary policy review on Oct 06 decided to keep the 
policy repo rate unchanged at 6.5% for the fourth time 
in a row. The rate increase cycle was paused in April this 
year after six consecutive rate hikes aggregating to 250 
basis points since May 2022. 
Governor Shaktikanta Das said the domestic economy exhibits 
resilience on the back of strong demand. He said the economic 
growth in the current year is expected to be at 6.5 per cent with 
risks evenly balanced. 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 

RBI GOVERNOR RANKED TOP CENTRAL BANKER 
Sh. Shaktikanta Das, Governor, Reserve Bank of India 
was ranked as the top central banker globally by US-
based financial magazine Global Finance. Das has been 
rated 'A+' in the Global Finance Central Banker Report 
Cards 2023, covering 101 countries. He has been placed 
at the top of the list of three central bank governors who 
have been rated A+. 
Ranking celebrates bank governors whose strategies 
outperformed their peers through originality, creativity 
and tenacity. Grades are based on a scale from A to F for 
success in inflation control, economic growth goals, 
currency stability and interest rate management.  
 

RBI GUIDELINES FOR PROPERTY DOCUMENTS 

 
The Reserve Bank of India has asked all the financial 
institutions to ensure that after the full repayment and 
closure of personal loan accounts, concerned 
movable/immovable property documents should be 
released within 30 days of closure of loan account.    
In case of delay in doing so, financial institutions shall 
compensate the borrower at the rate of ₹5,000 for each 
day of delay. These directions are applicable from 
December 01, 2023. 
In case of loss/damage to original movable/immovable 
property documents, the financial institutions will be 
required to assist the borrower in obtaining 
duplicate/certified copies of the lost/damaged 
documents.  
An additional time of 30 days will be available to the 
financial institution to complete this procedure and the 
delayed period penalty will be calculated thereafter i.e. 
after a total period of 60 days. 

NPCI LAUNCHES OTG RING  

 
The NPCI has launched an ‘OTG Ring’, a wearable ring-
like gadget for facilitating contactless payments. The 
OTG (On The Go) ring has been developed in 
collaboration with fintech startup LivQuik. It will allow 
users to make payments to any Near Field 
Communication (NFC)-based device. It is in the form of a 
prepaid digital wallet, not linked to one’s bank account. 
It aims to replace plastic cards for making payments 
through various open-loop transit programs. This will 
enable users to seamlessly access and participate in a 
wide range of transit services, further enhancing the 
ring’s utility and value. 
 

NEW PAYMENT OPTIONS FROM NPCI-UPI 
The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has 
introduced several new payment options on the popular 
UPI (Unified Payments Interface) platform.  
Hello! UPI: Users can now make voice-enabled UPI 
payments using Hello! UPI feature which allows 
transactions via apps, telecom calls, and IoT devices in 
both Hindi and English. 
Credit Line on UPI: It allows pre-sanctioned credit lines 
from banks via UPI. This initiative aims to streamline 
customer access to credit and promote financial 
inclusion and innovation. 
UPI Tap & Pay: This feature enhances QR code and NFC 
technology adoption. Users can now tap NFC-enabled 
QR codes at merchant locations to complete payments. 
BillPay Connect: It offers Voice Assisted Bill Payments 
facility through Bharat Bill Pay platform. Customers can 
receive and pay bills through voice commands on their 
smart home devices and get instant voice confirmation. 
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SBI CARD LAUNCHES SUPER CARD AURUM 
SBI Card, the country’s 
largest credit card issuer, 
unveiled new features of its 
super premium card 
‘AURUM’, targeted at top 
executives and high net-

worth individuals. AURUM offers a sumptuous travel 
experience along with many special benefits.  
For instance, the card now offers 1-year Club Marriott 
membership as a welcome gift. AURUM cardholders can avail 
discount benefits up to 25 per cent in stay, food and beverages, 
and spa in over 250 hotels under the Marriott group across Asia 
Pacific.  
 

INDIA's FIRST UPI-ATM LAUNCHED  
The Hitachi Payment Services in collaboration with the 
National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), 
launched India's first UPI-ATM, a White Label ATM on 
Sep 05 in Mumbai. It allows “seamless cash 
withdrawals”, eliminating the need to carry physical 
ATM cards.  
Instead of an ATM card, this ATM will show an ‘UPI cash 
withdrawal’ option and by selecting this option it will 
generate a QR code and simply by scanning it, one can 
get the desired cash from the ATM. To begin with, there 
is a transaction limit of Rs. 10,000. 
 
 

DEFENCE, SCIENCE 
& TECHNOLOGY 

 
 

OCTOBER 
 
 
 

ARMY’s FIRST VERTICAL WIND TUNNEL 
The Indian Army’s first vertical wind tunnel (VWT) was 
inaugurated on Oct 25 at Special Forces Training School 
(SFTS) at Bakloh near Chamba in Himachal Pradesh. It 
will improve the training infrastructure of the Special 
Forces and free-fall combat paratroopers. Functioning 
as a free-fall simulator, the VWT creates a column of air 
at specific velocities, orchestrating different combat 
free-fall conditions. 

 

INS IMPHAL JOINS INDIAN NAVY 
INS Imphal, the third warship of the Project 15B 
Visakhapatnam Class of stealth guided missile 
destroyers, was delivered to the Navy by Mazagon Dock 
Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) on Oct 20 at Mumbai.   
It is armed with supersonic Surface-to-Surface Brahmos 
missiles and Barak-8 Medium Range Surface-to-Air 
missiles.  The ship is equipped with two helicopters 
onboard to further extend its reach. 
 

UDHAMPUR: BEST GREEN MILITARY STATION 

 
The Udhampur Military Station in the UT of J&K was 
declared the 'Best Green Military Station' on Oct 18 in 
recognition of their committed environmental efforts. 
Dehradun Military Station was ranked second.   
The Flight Safety Trophy was given to '671 Army 
Aviation Squadron' for maintaining the highest 
standards of flight safety and proficiency in establishing, 
managing & promoting a flight safety culture. 
 

GORKHA RIFLES WIN GOLD IN WALES, UK 
The 4/5 Gorkha Rifles (Frontier Force) of the Indian 
Army won a gold medal at the Cambrian Patrol Exercise 
held on Oct 13-15 at Brecon, Wales in the UK, while 
competing against 96 teams representing special forces 
and regiments from around the world.  
The event is considered the ultimate test of human 
endurance and team spirit and is considered the 
“Olympics of military patrolling”. 

 
FIRST MOBILE TOWER IN SIACHEN GLACIER  
The Fire and Fury Corps of the Indian Army, in 
collaboration with Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited 
(BSNL), achieved a remarkable feat on October 06 by 
installing a first ever mobile communication tower at an 
altitude of 15,500 ft. at the Siachen Glacier, known as the 
world’s highest battlefield.  
It provides soldiers stationed there with a vital means of 
communication, enabling them to connect with their 
families and coordinate operations in this extreme and 
remote environment. 
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IAF CELEBRATES ITS 91st ANNIVERSARY 

 
The Indian Air Force celebrated its 91st anniversary on 
Oct 08 in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh. As part of the 
celebrations, IAF organised the ceremonial parade at Air 
Force Station Bamrauli in Prayagraj.   
The parade was followed by an air display over the 
Sangam area. More than 100 fighter and transport 
aircraft including the fighter jets like SU-30, Rafale to 
LCA Tejas besides C-130J Super Hercules and 
helicopters from 10 air bases participated in the air 
show.   
Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal VR Chaudhari 
unveiled a new ensign of the Indian Air Force (IAF), on 
the occasion, replacing the existing one that was 
adopted more than seven decades back.  
The new ensign features symbols like the Ashoka Lion and 
Himalayan Eagle and motto of the Air Force.  The motto "नभः 

स्पृशं दीप्तम्" has been taken from verse 24, Chapter 11 of the 

Bhagavad Gita and it means "Touching the sky with Glory". 

 

IAF RECEIVES FIRST TEJAS TWIN SEATER 
The first unit of the LCA Tejas twin seater aircraft was 
handed over to the Indian Air Force on Oct 04 at 
Bengaluru by the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited. It is a 
light weight, all-weather multi-role 4.5 generation 
aircraft. It has all the capabilities to support the training 
requirements of the IAF and augments itself to the role 
of fighter jet as well in case of necessity. The Air Force 
has placed an order for 18 such aircrafts with the HAL.  
LCA–Light Combat Aircraft 

 

IAF RECEIVES NEW DORNIER DO-228 AIRCRAFT 
The Indian Air Force (IAF) received the first of the six 
Dornier Do-228 aircraft on Sep 27. It has been designed 
and manufactured by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited, 
Bangalore. This upgraded version of the aircraft boasts 
new engines, composite propellers, advanced avionics, 
and a modern glass cockpit. The versatile aircraft can be 
used for various purposes, including utility transport 
and maritime surveillance. 
 

Exercise Harimau Shakti 2023:  A joint bilateral 
military training exercise, between the Indian and the 
Malaysian Army, was held from Oct 23 to Nov 05 at the 
Umroi Cantonment in Ri Bhoi district of Meghalaya. 
 

Ex Chakravat:  The Annual Joint Humanitarian 
Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Exercise (AJHE-
23) ‘Chakravat’ was held on Oct 09–11 in Goa. It was 
hosted by the Indian Navy.  
Participants from India’s armed forces, paramilitary 
forces, disaster response organisations, NGOs, academic 
institutions, and international organisations, took part 
in the exercise. 
 

Sampriti-XI:  The 11th annual joint military exercise 
between India and Bangladesh was held at Umroi in 
Meghalaya from Oct 03 to 16. The exercise underscores 
the importance of enhancing interoperability between 
the two armies, sharing tactical drills, and promoting 
best practices. 

 
 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

ISRO TESTS ITS CREW ESCAPE SYSTEM 
The ISRO successfully tested on Oct 21 its crucial crew 
escape system ‘TV-D1 mission’ of its Gaganyaan project. 
The objective of the mission was to test the vehicle, 
crew escape and the crew module.  
The rocket was launched from Sriharikota and after 
nine minutes of its launching, the crew module 
successfully splashed in the Bay of Bengal, with the help 
of ten parachutes, some ten kilometres away from 
Sriharikota. The test demonstrated that the crew could 
exit safely in case of any malfunction. 
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GOOGLE’s DIGIKAVACH FOR CYBER FRAUDS 

 
Tech giant Google launched a new programme called 
DigiKavach on Oct 19 to combat online financial frauds 
in India. As part of this initiative, Google will study 
common methods and modus operandi of scammers 
and accordingly will develop and implement counter-
measures to neutralise the emerging cyber threats.   
Google will also share these insights with experts and its 
partners to create a safer and more secure digital ecosystem, 
protect people from scams, malware, and online frauds. 

 

NASA’s PSYCHE TO EXPLORE 16PSYCHE 
US space agency NASA launched its spacecraft Psyche on 
Oct 13 on a six-year journey to a rare metal-covered 
asteroid, also named 16Psyche, some 3.6 billion 
kilometres away from the Earth.  
Scientists believe that the asteroid may be the battered remains 
of an early planet’s core, and could shed light on the inaccessible 
core of Earth and other rocky planets. The 279-km wide 
asteroid, located in the main asteroid belt between Mars and 
Jupiter, is the only metal-class asteroid ever to be explored. 

 

GOOGLE TO PROVIDE EARTHQUAKE ALERTS 
Tech giant Google has introduced an earthquake alert 
system for Android users in India to provide timely 
warnings about earthquakes, allowing them to promptly 
seek safety measures.   
This innovative system has been developed in 
collaboration with India's National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) and the National 
Seismology Center (NSC.  It uses sensors within Android 
smartphones to detect and estimate earthquake activity. 
The internet signals travel much faster than seismic waves, 
enabling the alerts to reach phones several seconds before the 
severe shaking occurs.  
This feature is already operational in numerous countries 
worldwide. The alerts will be presented in easily understandable 
formats and will be accessible in Indian languages supported by 
Android. 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 
 

IAF HOLDS BHARAT DRONE SHAKTI - 2023  
The Indian Air Force and Drone Federation of India co-
hosted a mega exhibition “Bharat Drone Shakti - 2023” 
on Sep 25-26 at the Indian Air Force airbase in Hindon, 
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh.  
The event aimed at showcasing the power and 
technology of Indian drones and provided a platform for 
networking, knowledge exchange, and collaboration 
among industry leaders, innovators, and enthusiasts. 
Recently acquired Airbus C-295 transport aircraft was 
formally inducted in the Indian Air Force at the event. 
Drone technology has vastly changed both the civil and 
defence sectors by increasing efficiency, lowering risk 
exposure, and raising capabilities. More than 50 live 
airborne displays were conducted to highlight the massive 
potential of the Indian drone industry. 
 

INDIA RECEIVES FIRST C-295 MW AIRCRAFT 

 
The first C-295 MW transport aircraft was received on 
Sep 13 by the Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal VR 
Choudhari from the Airbus company at Seville in Spain. 
India has contracted to acquire 56 Airbus C-295 aircraft 
to replace the Indian Air Force AVRO fleet.  
Airbus will deliver the first 16 aircrafts in fly-away 
condition and remaining 40 aircrafts will be 
manufactured and assembled by Tata Advanced 
Systems in India as part of an industrial partnership 
between the two companies. 
The C-295 aircraft is used for tactical transport of up to 71 
troops or 50 paratroopers, and for conducting logistic 
operations to locations that are not accessible by heavier 
transport aircrafts. 

 
WORLD’s FIRST COUNTER- DRONE LAUNCHED 
For the first time in the country, a state-of-the-art 
autonomous anti-drone system, powered by artificial 
intelligence, has been developed by a Hyderabad based 
firm, Green Robotics. Named Indrajaal, this is said to be 
not just India's but the world's only wide area Counter-
Unmanned Aircraft System (C-UAS), that can provide a 
comprehensive and integrated security mechanism 
against moving threats that cannot be tackled with static 
defence systems. 
This state-of-the-art system is capable of providing protection 
from micro, mini, small, large, and extra-large drones, signalling 
a significant advancement in Indian defence technology.Its 
coverage spreads 360 degree and can cover wide areas up to 
4,000 sq km. 
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Indian Navy’s third Missile cum Ammunition (MCA) 
Barge, Yard 77 (LSAM 9) was launched on Sep 22 at 
Guttenadeevi in Andhra Pradesh.  The barge has been 
developed and built indigenously by SECON Engineering 
Projects Pvt Ltd, Visakhapatnam. 

 
 

ARMY GETS ANTI-TANK MINES- VIBHAV 
The Indian Army inducted 600 indigenously-
manufactured self-neutralising anti-tank mines, named 
"Vibhav".  They will provide mobility kill against all 
enemy armoured vehicles.  
These mines can be laid both mechanically or manually.  
Made from new age plastic, the mines have adequate 
strength and durability to withstand the requirements 
of storage, handling and operating in varying field 
conditions.  
 

INS ‘Mahendragiri’, the Nilgiri class stealth frigate 
warship built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd., 
Mumbai was launched in Mumbai on Sep 01. It is the 
seventh and the last ship of the Project 17A Frigates. 
The warship has been named after a mountain peak in 
the Eastern Ghats located in the state of Odisha.  
 

Exercise Yudh Abhyas:  19th edition of the joint India 
US army exercise was conducted from Sep 25 to Oct 8 at 
Fort Wainwright, Alaska, USA. Both sides conducted a 
series of tactical drills to enhance interoperability in 
conducting UN peacekeeping operations. 350 personnel 
from Maratha Light Infantry Regiment participated in 
the exercise. 

 

SIMBEX-23: The 30th edition of the Singapore India 
Maritime Bilateral Exercise (SIMBEX), between the 
Indian Navy and Republic of Singapore Navy was held in 
two phases - Harbour Phase at Singapore from 21 to 24 
September, followed by a Sea Phase. 
 

For the first time, naval forces of India, Australia and 
Indonesia got together to participate in a trilateral 
Maritime Partnership Exercise on Sep 20-21 in the Indo-
Pacific zone.  
 

Exercise Varuna-23:  The 21st bilateral naval exercise 
between the Indian and French Navy was conducted in 
the first week of September in the Arabian Sea. 
Ex-Bright-Star-2023:  The biennial tri-services exercise 
was held from Aug 27 to Sep 16 in Cairo (West) Air Base 
in Egypt. Besides a contingent from the Indian Air Force, 
around 150 personnel from the Indian Army also took 
part in the exercise. Some 8,000 troops from 34 
countries, including contingents from America, Saudi 
Arabia, Greece and Qatar, participated in the three-week 
exercise. 
 

AUSINDEX-23:  5th edition of biennial maritime 
exercise ‘AUSINDEX’ between Indian Navy and Royal 
Australian Navy was conducted on 22-25 August in 
South Pacific Ocean, near Sydney, Australia. INS 
Sahyadri and INS Kolkata participated in the exercise. 

 

 

INDIA’s PRIMARY REFERENCE TIME CLOCK 
The Center for Development of Telematics (C-DOT), and 
CSIR-National Physical Laboratory (NPL) signed an 
agreement for the development of NavIC based IST 
traceable Primary Reference Time Clock (PRTC) for the 
telecom sector.  
The PRTC will provide direct Indian Standard Time 
(IST) traceability to all the Telecom Service Providers 
(TSPs) and Internet Service Providers (ISPs) within ±20 
nanoseconds. 
Time synchronisation of the telecom networks will 
become the foundation for a strong cyber secured nation, 
as every bank transaction, stock market transactions, and 
online exchange of information is done through the TSPs 
and ISPs. 
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ISRO SCRIPTS HISTORY BY LAUNCHING ADITYA 

 
India scripted history once again on Sep 02 as the ISRO 
successfully launched its first solar space observatory 
‘Aditya L-1 aboard PSLV C57 launch vehicle from 
Sriharikota. The spacecraft, after travelling about 1.5 
million kms from the Earth over the next 125 days, is 
expected to be placed in a Halo orbit around the 
Lagrangian point L1 which is considered closest to the 
Sun.  
For common understanding, L1 is a location in space 
where the gravitational forces of two celestial bodies, 
such as the Sun and Earth, are in equilibrium. It marks the 
end of Earth’s gravitational pull, and the beginning of the 
Sun's gravitational pull. Any satellite placed in this slot 
would move in harmony with the Earth’s orbit around the 
Sun, providing uninterrupted observations of the Sun 
without being obscured by the Moon or the Earth.   
Of seven payloads on board Aditya L-1, four will observe 
sunlight, while the other 3 will measure parameters of 
plasma and magnetic fields of the Sun. Primary payload 
Visible Emission Line Coronagraph (VELC) will send 1,440 
images per day to ground station for the next 5 years, or 
even longer.  First images are expected by Feb-end, 2024. 
 

INDIA’s FIRST HYDROGEN FUEL CELL BUS 
A first-of-its-kind Hydrogen Fuel Cell Bus was launched 
on Sep 25 from the India Gate in New Delhi. The 
specially designed bus has been built by Tata Motors, 
Pune.  The technology for this has been developed by 
the Indian Oil Corporation.  Initially, two such buses will 
ply locally in Delhi and contribute to reducing air 
pollution. 
The electrochemical reaction in a fuel cell converts 
hydrogen at the anode and oxygen from the air at the 
cathode into water, releasing electrical energy in the 
form of electrons.  
The only discharge produced in the process is clean 
water. The fuel cells boast remarkable efficiency 
compared to other energy solutions and provide distinct 
advantages of extended range and shorter refuelling 
times in comparison to battery-powered vehicles. 

SAMPLE COLLECTED FROM AN ASTEROID 
Crossing another historic milestone in space research, 
on Sep 24, an US spacecraft OSIRIS-REx released a tiny 
sample capsule from 100,000 km above the Earth. The 
small capsule containing a handful of rubble collected 
from the asteroid Bennu, landed four hours later on a 
remote expanse of military land in the desert of Utah, 
USA. The sample represented the biggest haul from 
beyond the moon. Study of the sample will help 
scientists better understand how the earth and life 
formed, billions of years ago. 
Launched in Sept 2016, spaceship OSIRIS-REx reached 
carbon-rich asteroid Bennu in 2018. It spent two years 
orbiting Bennu. In October 2020, using a long stick 
vacuum, it scooped a cup of rubble from the small 
roundish asteroid. It left Bennu in May 2021 for a 1.9-
billion km journey towards Earth, reaching near Earth on 
Sep 24 when it dropped the collected sample and set off to 
its search for another asteroid. 
 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
 

OCTOBER 
 

JAPAN TESTS WORLD’s FIRST RAILGUN  
In a first in the world, Japan successfully test-fired an 
electromagnetic railgun from a ship on 17 October. It 
has been developed by the Acquisition, Technology, and 
Logistics Agency (ATLA) of Japan's Ministry of Self 
Defence. 
The electromagnetic railgun fires high-velocity 
projectiles devoid of traditional explosives, causing 
harm by way of kinetic energy. Projectiles launched via 
railgun can reach speeds of around 8,800 km/h whereas 
even the fastest bullets can only travel to around just 
2,900 km/h.  They inflict damage on the target using 
their very high speed and resultant kinetic energy.  
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ISRAEL SHOCKED BY MILITANT GROUP HAMAS 

 
Palestinian Islamist militant group Hamas launched a 
sudden massive attack on Israel on Oct 07 as it fired 
over 5,000 rockets and sent a wave of fighters onboard 
paragliders who gunned down several civilians 
randomly.  
The attack was planned very meticulously as the 
militants crashed through the heavily guarded barbed 
boundary wall at several points, taking Israel by 
surprise. They also took at least 200 hostages, including 
many Israeli soldiers.   
The surprise and unprecedented multifront attack – by 
air, land and sea – by Hamas was being seen as a 
“colossal failure” of Israel's intelligence agencies.   
The Israeli military responded immediately by 
launching “Operation Iron Swords” with multiple air 
strikes into the Gaza area pounding at least 80 Hamas 
strongholds. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
declared that Israel is at war with Hamas.  
More than 6,000 people were reported killed and many 
more were wounded on either side. 
The Hamas group dominates the Gaza Strip area and is sworn to 
Israel's destruction and has fought several wars with Israel since 
it took power in Gaza in 2007. It is backed by Iran which funds it 
and provides weapons and training.  
The Gaza Strip is a 41 by 10 km territory in the western part of 
Israel, bordering Egypt in the south and the Mediterranean Sea 
to its west. It is home to about 2.3 million people and has one of 
the highest population densities in the world. 

 

SRI LANKA HOSTS ANNUAL MEETING OF IORA 
Sri Lanka hosted the 23rd meeting of the Council of 
Ministers of the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 
on Oct 11 in Colombo. Foreign Ministers of 16 countries 
attended the meeting. Sri Lanka took over Chairmanship 
of the multilateral group for the next two years (2023-
25).  The meeting was chaired by the Foreign Minister of 
Sri Lanka, Ali Sabry.  
IORA was established in 1997 as an intergovernmental 
organisation of States on the rim of the Indian Ocean, for 
mutual cooperation.  It has members from Africa, West 
Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia and Oceania. The 
Association’s membership has expanded to 23 member 
states and 11 dialogue partners. 

BAPS SWAMINARAYAN AKSHARDHAM IN USA 
The largest Hindu temple in the USA, and the second 
largest in the world, next only to Angkor Wat in 
Cambodia, opened its doors on Oct 8 in the small 
township of Robbinsville in New Jersey. Spread on 183-
acre, the BAPS Swaminarayan Akshardham, named for 
its founding Hindu spiritual organisation, took almost 
12 years to complete, at an estimated cost of more than 
$150 million.   
BAPS stands for Bochasanwasi Sri Akshar Purushottam 
Swaminarayan Sanstha 
A whopping 10,000 sculptures and figurines of India’s 
age-old musical instruments, classical dance forms, and 
epic characters on pillars, panels, walls and ceilings 
depict stories of ancient Bharat and the Hindu scriptures.  
The prayer halls are dotted with life-size idols of saints 
and sages among India’s spiritual leaders. As many as 
2,000 craftsmen in Rajasthan hand-carved the marble 
stones from Europe into beautiful pieces of art with 
chisels and hammers. 
 

WHO RECOMMENDS 2nd MALARIA VACCINE 
The World Health Organisation (WHO) recommended 
on Oct 02 a new vaccine, R21/Matrix-M, for the 
prevention of malaria in children. The recommendation 
was made on the basis of advice from the Strategic 
Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization and the 
Malaria Policy Advisory Group.  
The vaccine has been developed by the University of 
Oxford and the Serum Institute of India. It was found to 
reduce symptomatic cases of malaria by 75% during the 
12 months following a 3-dose series. The vaccine is 
expected to cost $ 2 to 4 per dose and is expected to be 
available in some countries by next. 
The R21 vaccine is the second malaria vaccine 
recommended by WHO, after the RTS, S/AS01 vaccine 
which was recommended in 2021. Malaria, a mosquito-
borne disease, places a particularly high burden on 
children in the African Region, where nearly half a million 
children die from the disease each year. 
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SEPTEMBER 
 

UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY HOLDS 78th SESSION 

 
The 78th session of the United Nations General Assembly 
commenced on Sep 05 with Dennis Francis, permanent 
representative of Trinidad and Tobago, taking over as 
the President of Assembly.   
The theme of the session ‘Rebuilding trust and reigniting global 
solidarity: Accelerating action on the 2030 Agenda and its 
Sustainable Development Goals towards peace, prosperity, 
progress, and sustainability for all,’ focused on several critical 
areas. The session acknowledged the challenges posed by 
climate change, conflict, and poverty in achieving global peace. 

 

NIGERIA RECALLS ALL ITS AMBASSADORS 
Nigerian President Bola Tinubu ordered on Sep 02 recall 
of all the country's ambassadors the world over with 
immediate effect to ensure better efficiency and quality 
in service delivery.   
The order aims to achieve world-class standards in 
international and domestic service delivery to citizens, residents 
and prospective visitors.  Nigeria has 109 diplomatic missions 
worldwide, comprising 76 embassies, 22 high commissions and 
11 consulates. 
 

 
 

PERSONS IN NEWS 
 

OCTOBER 
 

Dr. Gagandeep Kang: A 
leading vaccinologist and 
currently professor of 
gastroenterological sciences 
at Christian Medical College, 
Vellore in Tamil Nadu, was 
formally inducted as a 
Member of the US National 
Academy of Medicine in 

Washington on 9th October.   
This makes her only the third Indian expert after former 
WHO chief scientist Soumya Swaminathan and acclaimed 
cardiologist K Srinath Reddy, to get the honour. Kang has 
been one of the foremost leaders in the development of 
the indigenous rotavirus vaccine for saving lakhs of 
children from diarrhoeal diseases every year. 

Kami Rita Sherpa: Nepal’s 53-year-old veteran 

summiteer made a new world record for the ‘Most 

Climbs of 8,000 metres’ and above peaks, as he scaled 

the 8,163 metre high Mt Manaslu in Nepal on Sep 26, 

achieving his 42nd 8,000 metre plus climb. He surpassed 

the record of famous climber Nirmal Purja, who had 

scaled 8,000ers 41 times. 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Shri Narendra Modi:  Indian prime minister retained 
his top position as the world's most popular leader with 
an approval rating of 76 percent, according to a survey 
by US-based consultancy firm ‘Morning Consult’.  
As per the 'Global Leader Approval Rating Tracker’ 76 
percent of people approve of PM Modi’s leadership, 
while 18 percent disapprove of it and six percent did not 
give any opinion. The approval ratings are based on data 
collected from September 6 to 12 this year. 
He was followed by Switzerland President Alain Berset 
(64 percent) and Mexico President Andres Manuel 
Lopez Obrador (61 percent).   
 

APPOINTMENTS 
 

OCTOBER 
 

Raghubar Das:  A former 
chief minister of Jharkhand, 
was appointed as the 
Governor of Odisha, by the 
President of India. 
 

Indra Sena Reddy Nallu: 
Appointed as the Governor of Tripura, by the President 
of India. He is a senior BJP leader from Telangana. 
 

Arindam Bagchi:  External Affairs Ministry’s 
spokesperson was appointed India’s permanent 
representative to the United Nations (UN) and other 
international organisations in Geneva, Switzerland.  
It may be noted that India’s permanent representative 
to UNO is Ms.  Ruchira Kamboj. 
 

Christopher Luxon:  National party leader elected as 
New Zealand’s next prime minister after winning a 
decisive election victory on Oct 14.  
 

Daniel Noboa:  Elected as the youngest ever President 

of Ecuador, a small country in the north western part of 

South America. He is just 35 years old. 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

M Rajeshwar Rao:  RBI’s Deputy Governor has been 

granted one-year extension with effect from October 9, 

2023, by the government.  He was appointed Deputy 

Governor in October 2020 for a term of three years. 
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Vivek Bhasin: Distinguished scientist took over as the 
14th Director of BARC – Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, 
Trombay (Mumbai). 
 

Sashidhar Jagdishan:  RBI approved his re-
appointment as the MD & CEO of the HDFC Bank, till 
October 2026. 
 

Gopal Baglay:  A 1992-batch Indian Foreign Service 
officer was appointed as India's High Commissioner to 
Australia. 
 

Rajesh Nambiar:  Elected as the chairman of the 
technology industry body NASSCOM on Sep 04. He is the 
chairman and managing director of Cognizant India.   
 

R. Madhavan:  Noted Bollywood actor has been 
appointed as the President of Film & Television Institute 
of India, Pune and Chairman of its governing council. 
 

Jaya Verma Sinha:  Appointed as the first woman 
Chairperson and CEO of the Railway Board.  
 

Tharman Shanmugaratnam:   Indian-origin Singapore 
economist won the Presidential election in the country. 
 

Emmerson Mnangagwa:  Re-elected as the President of 
Zimbabwe for a second five-year term. 
 

 

AWARDS & HONOURS 
 

OCTOBER 
 

 
2023 SASTRA Ramanujan Prize:  Mathematician 
Ruixiang Zhang (from China), an Assistant Professor at 
the University of California, Berkeley, USA, has been 
selected as the recipient of this prestigious prize.  The 
prize includes a cash award of $10,000. 
It is given by the SASTRA university in Tamil Nadu in the honour 
of a legendary mathematician, Srinivasa Ramanujan who died 
at the very young age of just 32 years. It is given annually to a 
young mathematician below the age of 32 years for his 
outstanding contributions to the field of mathematics. 
 

NOBEL PRIZE 2023 
 

2023 Nobel Prize for Medicine: The 2023 Nobel Prize 
for Medicine or Physiology was announced on Oct 02. It 
has been awarded to two scientists for their work and 
research that enabled the creation of mRNA (messenger 
RiboNucleic Acid) vaccines against Covid-19. The prize 
was announced by the Nobel Assembly at Karolinska 
Institute, Stockholm. 

Hungary born American Ms. Katalin Karikó and 

American Drew Weissman were cited for contributing 

“to the unprecedented rate of vaccine development 

during one of the greatest threats to human health in 

modern times.”  The scientist duo worked together at 

the University of Pennsylvania, USA. 

The prize carries a cash award of 11 million Swedish 
kronor (Approx. $1 million or INR 8.27 crore) drawn from 
the endowment left by the prize’s creator, Swedish 
inventor Alfred Nobel, who died in 1896. 
 

2023 Nobel Prize in Physics: The 2023 Nobel Prize in 
Physics has been awarded to Pierre Agostini, Ferenc 
Krausz, and Anne L’Huillier “for experimental methods 
that generate attosecond pulses of light for the study of 
electro dynamics in matter”. Their experiments have 
given humanity new tools for exploring the world of 
electrons inside atoms and molecules. 
The prize was announced on Oct 03 by the Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences in Stockholm.  The prize money will 
be shared equally between the three laureates. 
 

2023 Nobel Prize in Chemistry: The Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences, Stockholm announced the 2023 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry on Oct 04. It has been awarded 
to three US-based scientists, French-American chemist 
Moungi G Bawendi, American Louis E Brus, and Russian-
born Alexei Ekimov for their discovery and synthesis of 
quantum dots. 
Quantum dots are tiny nanoparticles whose properties are 
determined by their size. Their discovery has significantly 
contributed to the technology of QLED televisions and LED 
lamps, where these nanoparticles are instrumental in creating 
vibrant colours.  
 

2023 Nobel Prize in Literature: Norwegian author Jon 
Fosse has been awarded the 2023 Nobel Prize in 
Literature for his innovative plays and prose which give 
voice to the unsayable. Fosse’s works have the human 
condition as the central theme, irrespective of genre.  
The prize was announced on Oct 05 by the Swedish 
Academy, Stockholm. The Academy said that Jon Fosse 
presents everyday situations that are instantly 
recognizable in people's lives. 
 

Narges Mohammadi wins Nobel Peace Prize: The 
Norwegian Nobel Committee announced on Oct 06 to 
award the 2023 Nobel Peace Prize to Narges 
Mohammadi, for her fight against the oppression of 
women in Iran and her fight to promote human rights 
and freedom for all. 
Mohammadi is one of Iran's leading human rights 

activists, who has campaigned for women's rights and 

the abolition of the death penalty. She has been arrested 

13 times, convicted five times, and sentenced to a total 

of 31 years in prison and 154 lashes. She is currently 

serving multiple sentences in Tehran, amounting to 

about 12 years imprisonment. 
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2023 Nobel prize in Economics: This year's Nobel 

prize in Economics has been awarded to Ms. Claudia 

Goldin, an American economic historian, for her work 

on women's employment and pay. Prof Goldin's 

research uncovered key drivers behind the gender pay 

gap.   

The award was announced on Oct 09 by the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Sciences, Stockholm.   
She is only the third woman to receive the prize, and the 
first to not share the award with male colleagues. The 
77-year-old professor currently teaches labour market 
history at Harvard University in the USA. 
 
Sakharov Prize:  Awarded posthumously to Kurdish 
Iranian woman Jina Mahsa Amini and her famous 
slogan, “Woman, Life and Freedom” against the Iranian 
government.  
Amini, 22, was arrested by Iran's morality police in 
September 2022 for allegedly wearing her hijab in a way 
that did not conform to the country's strict dress code. 
She died in police custody, sparking nationwide protests 
against Tehran's ruling regime.  
The prize is awarded annually by the European Union 
Parliament to individuals and groups for defending 
freedom of thought and human rights. It includes a cash 
prize of Euro 50,000. 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Dadasaheb Phalke Lifetime Achievement Award: 
Veteran actor Waheeda Rehman has been honoured 
with this prestigious award for the year 2021.  The 85-
year-old legendary actor has worked in films such as 
CID, Pyasa, Guide, Prem Pujari and Reshma Aur Shera.   
Waheeda ji appeared in over 90 films during the course 
of her five-decade career. Among her honours are a 
National Film Award and three Filmfare Awards, Padma 
Shri in 1972 and the Padma Bhushan in 2011. 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award is the highest recognition from 

the government in the field of cinema.  The award 

comprises a Swarn Kamal, a shawl and a cash prize of 

Rs.10 lakh. 

 

Norman E Borlaug Award for Field Research and 

Application:  Dr Swati Nayak, an Indian scientist at the 

International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), New Delhi, 

has been named the 2023 recipient of this prestigious 

award given by the World Food Prize Foundation for 

her innovative approach to engaging 27mallholderr 

farmers in demand-driven rice seed systems. 

 
The award is given to exceptional scientists under 40 who 

work in the field of food and nutrition security, hunger 

eradication. It has been instituted in memory of the Nobel 

awardee and Green Revolution’s chief architect Dr 

Norman E Borlaug. 

 
Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres: (Knight 
of the Order of Arts and Letters) awarded by the French 
government to Rahul Mishra, the visionary Indian 
designer, for his contribution to art and culture.  
 
Miss Earth India 2023:  Priyan Sain, 20-year-old 
beauty queen from Jaipur, Rajasthan, clinched the title 
of Miss Earth India 2023 on August 26 in New Delhi. 
 
Miss International India 2023:  Praveena Anjana, 

beauty queen from Udaipur, Rajasthan was crowned 

Miss International India in Delhi. She will now represent 

India at the Miss International pageant in Japan this 

October. 

 
65th Ramon Magsaysay Award 2023:  Surgical 

oncologist R. Ravi Kannan, Director of the Cachar Cancer 

Hospital and Research Centre (CCHRC) in Assam, won 

one of the four Ramon Magsaysay Awards for 2023. He 

is credited with revolutionising cancer treatment in 

Assam through people-centric and pro-poor healthcare.  

The award carries a certificate, a medallion and a cash 
prize of $ 50,000. The other three winners included 
Korvi Rakshand from Bangladesh, Eugenio Lemos from 
Timor-Leste, Miriam Coronel-Ferrer from the 
Philippines. The Award, often called the ‘Nobel Prize of 
Asia’, is given in the Philippines.  
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BOOKS & AUTHORS 
 

OCTOBER 
 

 

Let us Descend  by Jesmyn Ward 
Midnight is the Darkest Hour  by Ashley Winstead 
Family Meal  by Bryan Washington 
A Man of Two Faces  by Viet Thanh Nguyen 
Hidden Potential  by Adam Grant 
Wildfire  by Hannah Grace 
A Curse for True Love  by Stephanie Garber 
King of Greed  by Ana Huang 
The Leftover Woman  by Jean Kwok 
A Dish Best Served Hot  by Natalie Cana 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 

 Fire on the Ganges: Life Among the Dead in Banaras  
by Radhika Iyengar 
The River we Remember  by William Kent 
Evil Eye  by Etaf Rum 
Build the Life You Want  by Arthur C. Brooks and 
Oprah Winfrey 
The Running Grave  by Robert Galbraith 
Holly  by Stephen King 
Things We Left Behind by Lucy Score 
Bright Young Women  by Jessica Knoll 
Elon Musk  by Walter Isaacson 
The Phoenix Crown  by Kate Quinn & Janie Chang 
 

 

OBITUARY  
 

OCTOBER 
 

Bishan Singh Bedi:  Legendary Indian spinner passed 
away on Oct 23 in Delhi. He was 77. Between 1967-79, 
he played 67 Tests for India, taking 266 wickets.  He was 
also one of the most admired Indian captains as he led 
the team for nearly four years in Test cricket between 
1975 and 1979.  He was conferred Padma Shri in 1970. 

 

Manohar Singh Gill:  A former Chief Election 
Commissioner and a union minister, breathed his last on 
Oct 15 at a hospital in New Delhi.  He was 87. A former 
IAS officer, he was the first Principal Secretary of Punjab 
in 1971.  
As Chief Election Commissioner (Dec. 1996–June 2001), 
he introduced electronic voting machines. As union 
sports minister, he oversaw the conduct of the 2010 
Commonwealth Games in New Delhi. He was conferred 
Padma Vibhushan in 2000. 
 
Dr M S Swaminathan:  Renowned agricultural scientist, 
known as the Father of India's Green Revolution, passed 
away on Sep 28 at his residence in Chennai. He was 98 
years old. He played a vital role in developing high-yield 
variety seeds of wheat, thereby laying the foundation of 
the Green Revolution in India. His visionary policies 
rescued India from famine-like conditions in the 1960s 
and transformed the country into a food surplus state. 
He was the Director General of the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research, 1972-80 and the Director General 
of the International Rice Research Institute, 1982-88. He 
was honoured with Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan and 
Padma Vibhushan, besides several top world awards that 
included Albert Einstein World Science Award, 1986, the 
first World Food Prize in 1987, Tyler Prize for 
Environmental Achievement, 1991, and many more. 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Saroja Vaidyanathan: Legendary Bharatnatyam 

exponent passed away on Sep 21 in New Delhi.  She was 

86. Born in Bellary in Karnataka and raised in Chennai, 

Vaidyanathan was a badminton player who fell in love 

with dance.  

She established Ganesh Natyalaya in 1972 in New Delhi, 

an institute of eminence in Bharatanatyam teaching. She 

also wrote books on Bharatanatyam and was conferred 

the Padma Shri in 2002 and Padma Bhushan in 2013.  
 
 

PLACES IN NEWS 
 

OCTOBER 
 

Dhordo, Gujarat: A village near Bhuj in Kutch district of 

Gujarat has gained global recognition as one of the Best 

Tourism Villages awarded by the United Nations World 

Tourism Organization.   

The village is famous for hosting the annual Rann Utsav, 
a cultural extravaganza that showcases the region's 
traditional art, music, crafts and cuisine.  
Dhordo boasts of breathtaking vast landscapes of 
unique white sand desert, famous for its stunning 
sunsets and mesmerising experience under the starlit 
night sky. 
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Herat, Afghanistan: A severe earthquake on Oct 7 
devastated the parts of western Afghanistan, claiming 
over 2,400 lives. It was one of the deadliest earthquakes 
to strike the country in two decades. Many buildings 
were damaged, trapping people under rubble and there 
were at least three powerful aftershocks. City of Herat, 
regarded as the cultural capital of Afghanistan, with a 
population of over six lakh, was the worst hit.   

 
The epicentre of the 6.3 magnitude earthquake was 40 
kilometres northwest of the city of Herat. Afghanistan is 
frequently hit by earthquakes - especially in the Hindu 
Kush Mountain range as it lies near the junction of the 
Eurasian and Indian tectonic plates. 
 
Nagorno-Karabakh:  This is a disputed territory spread 
over roughly 4,400 sq km that lies in the mountainous 
South Caucasus region between the Black Sea and the 
Caspian Sea. Although it lies totally in Azerbaijan, yet 
most of it was controlled by rebel ethnic Armenians, 
their immediate neighbour in the western side. 
Azerbaijan and Armenia fought a bloody war over 
Nagorno-Karabakh in the late 1980s and early 1990s, 
and it has been the trigger for further violence in the 
years since.   
The latest round of conflict that erupted a few months 
back, ended on Sep 20 when the two sides declared a 
ceasefire, mediated by Russia. The Armenian rebels 
agreed to dissolve all their strongholds in the region by 
Dec 31, 2023. As a result, more than half of the 
estimated 150,000 ethnic Armenians in the region fled 
back to Armenia in the week after the ceasefire, fearing 
they would have no future in Nagorno-Karabakh. 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve:  This is the 7th 

Tiger Reserve approved by the National Tiger 

Conservation Authority in Madhya Pradesh.  The state is 

home to the largest number of tigers in the country. The 

new tiger reserve, spread across Sagar, Damoh and 

Narsinghpur districts, covers an area of 1414 sq km in 

the core area and 925 sq km in the buffer zone.   

Biswanath Ghat, Assam:  The riverfront in Assam has 
been bestowed with the prestigious title of "Best 
Tourism Village of India 2023" by the union ministry of 
tourism.  Nestled serenely along the banks of the 
majestic Brahmaputra River, Biswanath Ghat is located 
to the south of Biswanath Chariali Town. It is famously 
referred to as ‘Gupta Kashi.’ 
 
Vijayawada Railway Station: This station in Andhra 
Pradesh, was certified with Platinum rating, the highest 
green standard rating by the IGBC (Indian Green 
Building Council) on Sep 05. The Rating is based on six 
environmental categories as defined by IGBC which 
include Sustainable Station Facility, Health, Hygiene and 
Sanitation, Energy Efficiency, Water Efficiency, Smart 
and Green Initiatives and Innovation and Development. 
 
Sanchi:  A world heritage town located in the Raisen 
district of Madhya Pradesh, is on the way to becoming 
India’s first ‘solar city’. A 3 MW solar plant in Nagauri, 
close to Sanchi, will reduce carbon dioxide emissions 
each year by 13,747 tonnes. This is equivalent to 
planting over 2,38,000 trees. 
 

Morocco:  Coastal country in north west Africa was 
devastated by a massive earthquake on Sep 08.  The 
death toll from the 6.8 magnitude earthquake swelled to 
at least 2,862 people, while at least 2500 were reported 
injured. The quake's epicentre was at a relatively 
shallow depth of 18.5 km. It occurred about 72 km 
southwest of Marrakesh.  
 
Storm Daniel, Libya:  In Libya, at least 11,300 people 
were feared dead and thousands more were missing due 
to heavy flooding caused by the torrential rains brought 
by Storm Daniel on Sep 10-11. Flash floods swept away 
entire neighbourhoods in eastern Libya and wrecked 
homes in many coastal towns. Coastal city of Derna in 
north Libya was worst hit by gushing waters.  Heavy 
rains 
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Tropical storm Idalia:  A strong cyclone dumped heavy 
rain, unleashed strong winds of up to 150 kmph and 
knocked out power in parts of southern Georgia, North 
Carolinas and Florida’s west coast in the USA on August 
30-31. Over half a million houses went without power. 
 
 

SPORTS WORLD 
 

OCTOBER 
 

Unnati Hooda won the women's singles title at the Abu 
Dhabi Masters 2023 badminton championship on Oct 22 
in Abu Dhabi, UAE. 
 

Karthikeyan Murali, 24-year-old Grandmaster from 
Thanjavur became the third Indian to defeat World 
Number 1 Magnus Carlsen in classical chess on Oct 18 at 
the Qatar Masters 2023. 
 

Grandmaster Raunak Sadhwani won the FIDE World 
Junior Rapid Chess Championship on Oct 13 in Sardinia, 
Italy. 17-year-old Raunak hails from Nagpur, 
Maharashtra. 
 

National Open Athletics Championships:  The 
national sports event concluded on Oct 15 in Bengaluru. 
Railways team secured the overall title with 220 points. 
Among men, the best team title was won by Services 
with 175 points, while the women’s trophy was claimed 
by the Railways with 156 points. 
 

Rohit scores highest (554) sixes 
Rohit Sharma created history on Oct 11 by scoring 
highest (554) sixes in international cricket, breaking 
Chris Gayle's record of 553 for most sixes. While Gayle 
amassed 553 sixes in 551 innings, Rohit surpassed the 
record in just 473 innings. The record was made in New 
Delhi, playing against Afghanistan. 
 

India wins 107 medals in Asian Games  
The closing ceremony of the 19th Asian Games was held 
on Oct 08 at the Hangzhou Olympics Stadium in China. 
The baton for the next Asian Games was passed on to 
Nagoya, Japan for 2026. Hockey player P. R. Sreejesh 
was the flag bearer for India.  
The Indian contingent created history by winning a record 107 
medals- 28 gold, 38 silver, and 41 bronze, securing fourth rank 
in the final medal tally that was topped by China, with 383 
medals that included 201 gold, 111 silver and 71 bronze. 

 

SAFF Under-19 Football Championship:  India won 
the championship on Sep 30 after defeating Pakistan 3-0 
in the finals played in Kathmandu, Nepal. SAFF=South 
Asian Football Federation  
 

The 37th National Games were inaugurated on Oct 26 
in Fatorda, Goa. The Games will conclude on 9th 
November. More than 10 thousand athletes from across 
the country are competing in over 43 sports disciplines 
across 28 venues. 
 

ICC mascots named Blaze and Tonk  
ICC has announced the names of the two mascots for the 
2023 Cricket World Cup in India. The female mascot has 
been named 'Blaze' and the male mascot has been 
named 'Tonk'. The names were selected after voting 
done by the fans around the world.   
 

INTERNATIONAL  
 

Max Verstappen added his name to the honourable list 
of Formula One triple champions on October 08 when 
the Red Bull driver won the Qatar Grand Prix.  26-year-
old Verstappen retained his F1 world championship 
earlier in 2021 and 2022. 
 

LA 2028 Olympics to have 5 new games 
The International Olympic Committee at its 141st 
Session in Mumbai on Oct 16, decided to include five 
new sports in the Olympic Games Los Angeles 2028, at 
the request of the organising committee of LA 2028 
Olympic games.   
The five sports are – baseball/softball, cricket (T20), flag 
football, lacrosse (sixes) and squash.  Under the IOC 
rules, each host city can request the inclusion of several 
sports for their edition of the Games. 
 

2030 FIFA World Cup hosts announced 
World soccer body FIFA granted hosting rights for the 
2030 Football World Cup jointly to Morocco, Spain and 
Portugal on Oct 04.  The opening matches for the 
tournament's centenary edition will be hosted by 
Uruguay, Argentina and Paraguay.  
This is for the first time that the World Cup will be staged 
across three continents and six countries. The inaugural 
World Cup in 1930 was held in Uruguay and won by them.  
 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Marco Bezzecchi (Italy) from team Mooney VR46 won 
the MotoGP on Sep 24 at the Indian Grand Prix - Buddh 
International Circuit, in Greater Noida, UP.  
 

Elavenil Valarivan, 24-year-old star shooter from 
Tamil Nadu won the gold medal on Sep 16 in the 
women’s 10 metre air rifle event at the ISSF World Cup 
2023 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
 

Kiran George, promising badminton player from 
Kerala, won the men’s singles title at the Indonesia 
Masters badminton championship on Sep 10 in Medan, 
Indonesia by defeating Japan's Koo Takahashi. 
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H S Prannoy won a bronze medal on Aug 26 in the 
men’s singles category of Badminton World Federation 
(BWF) World Championships at Copenhagen, Denmark 
.  World No. 1 An Se-young of S Korea won the women’s 
singles title while Thailand’s Kunlavut Vitidsarn won the 
men’s singles title to emerge as world champions.   
 

Virat Kohli became the fastest batsman in the world to 
complete 13,000 ODI runs on Sep 11 playing against 
Pakistan in Colombo, Sri Lanka. He surpassed the record 
of fellow Indian veteran Sachin Tendulkar (321 innings), 
by achieving the feat in just 277 innings. 

 
Rohan Bopanna:  Having played for 21 years for India 
with consistency, 43-year-old top doubles tennis player 
bid an emotional adieu to his Davis Cup career on Sep 
17 by winning his last match against Morocco in 
Lucknow.    
 
Team India achieved a significant milestone in cricket 
on Sep 24 by becoming the first ever team to hit over 
3000 ODI sixes. The team scored 18 sixes playing 
against Australia in Indore, Madhya Pradesh. The West 
Indies is the second team on the list with 2953 sixes. 
ACC Asia Cup:  India demolished hosts Sri Lanka by 
registering a 10 wicket win in the final played on Sep 17 
in Colombo, to lift the Cup.  ACC - Asian Cricket Council. 
 
SAFF U-16 Football Championship: India defeated 
Bangladesh to clinch the championship in the final 
match played on Sep 10 at the Changlimithang Stadium 
in Thimphu, Bhutan. 
 
Durand (Football) Cup:  Mohun Bagan Super Giant 
beat arch-rivals East Bengal 1-0 in a fiercely contested 
final to lift the cup for the first time after 23 years. The 
finals were played on Sep 03 in Kolkata.  Durand Cup is 
the oldest Football tournament of India. It was first 
played in 1888 in Shimla, Himachal Pradesh. 

 

 

The 53rd ISSF World Shooting Championships were 
held in Baku, Azerbaijan from 14 August to Sep 01. 
Punjab’s Amanpreet Singh became the first Indian to 
win the men’s 25m standard pistol gold on August 23. 
Tiyana, Sakshi Suryavanshi and Kirandeep Kaur 
combined to clinch gold in the women’s 50m pistol 
event. India finished at third spot with six gold and eight 
bronze medals in total. 
 

India wins 2 golds in World Para Powerlifting 
In a historic first, Honey Dabas won India’s first ever 
gold in juniors’ category on Aug 22 while Parmjeet 
Kumar scripted history on Aug 23 by capturing the gold 
medal in the men's -49kg Total event in senior’s 
category at the 2023 World Para Powerlifting 
Championships held at Dubai, UAE. 
 

The Indian women's cricket team won the gold medal 
by beating Australia in the blind cricket tournament in 
the IBSA World Games held in Birmingham, UK. In the 
men's category, Pakistan won gold by defeating India. 
IBSA–International Blind Sports Federation. 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
 

19th Asian Games open in Hangzhou 

 
The formal opening ceremony for the 19th Asian Games 
2023 was held on September 23 in The formal opening 
ceremony for the 19th Asian Games 2023 was held on 
September 23 in (China). The closing ceremony will take 
place on October 8.  
The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) named Indian 
Hockey team captain Harmanpreet Singh and Olympic 
medallist boxer Lovlina Borgohain as the flag-bearers of 
the country in the opening ceremony. India sent its 
biggest ever contingent for the Asiad, comprising 655 
sportspersons. Over 12,000 athletes from across 45 
countries shall be competing in 40 sporting events 
across 61 disciplines. 
The emblem of the Games, 'Surging Tides' is designed to 
resemble a hand fan, a running track and the Qiantang 
River, and radio waves (symbolising wireless 
connectivity). Also, the three mascots have been named 
Congcong, Lianlian and Chenchen, collectively known as 
'Memories of Jiangnan'. 
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Mondo Duplantis, reigning world and Olympic pole 
vault champion from Sweden, created yet another new 
record at the 2023 Diamond League Final in Eugene, 
USA on September 17 by clearing the bar at 6.23 metres, 
improving his own previous record of 6.22 metres 
created in February this year in France. 

 
 

US OPEN 2023 CONCLUDES IN NEW YORK 
Novak Djokovic (Serbia) created history on Sep 10 by 
winning a record 24th Grand Slam title by beating Daniil 
Medvedev of Russia to win the Men's Singles title.    
American teenage tennis sensation Coco Gauff secured 
her maiden Women's Singles title, defeating Aryna 
Sabalenka of Belarus. 
 
2023 FIBA World Cup:  Germany beat Serbia 83-77 to 
win the top basketball championship on Sep 10 in 
Manila, Philippines.  
FIBA– International Basketball Federation. 
 

DAYS & DATES  
 

 

NOVEMBER 
  
  

November 1  World Vegan Day; Karwa Chouth 

November 5   World Tsunami Awareness Day 

November 07   National Cancer Awareness Day 

November 08   International Day of Radiology, World      
Town Planning Day 

November 09   National Legal Services Day; World 
Usability Day;  World Quality Day 

November 10   World Science Day for Peace and     
Development 

November 11   National Education Day 

November 12   Public Service Broadcasting Day;  World 
Pneumonia Day; Diwaali 

November 13   World Kindness Day; Amav asya 

November 14  Children’s Day;  World Diabetes Day 

November 15   Janjatiya Gaurav Divas;  World COPD Day; 
Bhai Dooj  

November 16  Audit Diwas;  National Press Day;  
International Day for Tolerance;  World 
Philosophy Day  

November 17   National Epilepsy Day;  International 
Students Day;  Vrischika Sankranti 

November 18  Naturopathy Day 

November 19  World Toilet Day; Women's 

Entrepreneurship Day;  International 
Men’s Day; Chhath Puja 

November 20  Awaas Diwas;  World / Universal 
Children’s Day 

November 21  World Fisheries Day;  World Television 
Day 

November 25  International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women 

November 26  National Milk Day;  The Constitution Day;  
NCC Day  

November 27  Indian Organ Donation Day; Purnima;  
Guru Nanak Dev Jayanti 

  
 
 

OCTOBER  
 

October 01:  National Pension System (NPS) Diwas 
This day is celebrated with the support of Pension Fund 
Regulatory and Development Authority, PFRDA, to 
promote pension and retirement planning among the 
citizens. The pension regulator aims to encourage every 
citizen, whether working professionals or self-
employed, to plan towards creating a pension corpus to 
ensure a financially sound future after retirement.   
NPS subscribers enjoy the benefits of tax deduction on 
contribution, bonus of compounding and reap the 
benefits of regular income after retirement. 
 

October 01:   National Voluntary Blood Donation 
Day  
This day aims at spreading awareness about the 
importance of donating blood and the benefits 
associated with this noble cause.  It is organised by the 
National Blood Transfusion Council (NBTC) and 
National AIDS Control Organisation, Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare.  
 

October 01: International Coffee Day 
This day is celebrated to educate people about the 
plight of the farmers who grow coffee beans.  This day 
is an opportunity to appreciate the aromatic drink and 
support the millions of farmers whose livelihoods 
depend on its cultivation and processing.  
The International Coffee Organisation (ICO) was set up 
in 1963 in London, under the auspices of the United 
Nations (UN) to administer the International Coffee 
Agreement, signed originally in 1962.  
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Oct 01: International Day of Older Persons 

 
The day aims to create awareness about challenges 
faced by the elderly and the abuses they face.  The day 
additionally celebrates and honours the contributions 
that older individuals make to society.  
The United Nations General Assembly adopted the day 
on December 14, 1990.  The theme selected for this 
year is “Fulfilling the Promises of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights for Older Persons: Across 
Generations.”  
 

October 01: The World Vegetarian Day 
This day is celebrated to promote vegetarian diet to 
emphasise environmental considerations, animal 
welfare and rights issues and personal health benefits 
to encourage people into avoiding animal products. The 
Day was first started in 1977 by the North American 
Vegetarian Society and it was endorsed by the 
International Vegetarian Union in 1978. 
A vegetarian diet focuses on vegetables, fruits, legumes, 
fruits, nuts and grains and also includes animal products 
such as eggs, dairy and honey, that are obtained without 
involving the death of an animal or the consumption of 
its meat. A vegetarian diet is low in fat, rich in fibres, 
vitamins and minerals. It is low on cholesterol and also 
helps in improving the immune system.   

 

October 02:  International Day of Non-violence 
Observed to commemorate Mahatma Gandhi’s 
philosophy of non-violence or Ahimsa.  He had said 
"Non-violence is the greatest force at the disposal of 
mankind. It is mightier than the mightiest weapon of 
destruction devised by the ingenuity of man". The 
principle of non-violence — also known as non-violent 
resistance — rejects the use of physical violence in 
order to achieve social or political change. 
The UN General Assembly in a resolution on 15 June 2007, 
commemorated the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi as 
the International Day of Non-violence.  
 

October (2):  World Habitat Day 
This day is an UN initiative observed on the first 
Monday of every October for promoting the basic right 
to adequate shelter and housing for everyone. 
According to the United Nations, around two billion 
people are living in slums and informal settlements, 
inadequate housing or in homelessness in cities across 
the world.    
The theme for 2023 is “Resilient Urban Economies: Cities as 
Drivers of Growth and Recovery”.  The theme presents an 
excellent opportunity for the countries to look at how cities can 
position their economies to benefit residents. 

 

October 4:  World Animal Day 

 
Celebrated every year for raising awareness about the 
significant role animals play in nature for maintaining 
the ecological balance.  The day highlights the 
importance of caring, protecting, and spreading 
awareness about animals.  
It is the feast day of the patron saint of animals, St Francis of 
Assisi. It was first celebrated in 1925 in Berlin, Germany.  Since 
2003, the UK-based animal welfare charity, Naturewatch 
Foundation, has supervised the day’s international 
celebrations.  The theme for the year 2023 is "Big or small, we 
love them all".   

 

October 5:  World Teachers’ Day  
The day is observed to acknowledge the services of the 
teachers and their contributions to education. It is a day 
to celebrate how teachers are transforming education 
but also to reflect on the support they need to fully 
deploy their talent and vocation, and to rethink the way 
ahead for the profession globally.  The theme for this 
year is "The Teachers We Need for the Education We 
Want: The Global Imperative to Reverse the Teacher 
Shortage". It aims to reduce the shortage in the number 
of teachers and increase their strength globally. 
Remember !! India celebrates the Teachers’ Day on Sep 
05 to mark the birthday of former President, Dr. S 
Radhakrishnan.  
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October 05:  Ganga River Dolphin Day 

 
Observed every year to raise awareness and encourage 
conservation of Ganga River Dolphins.  It was on this 
day in 2009, that Ganga Dolphin was declared “National 
Aquatic Animal” of India.  River Dolphins survive only 
in fresh water of rivers. 
A good number of them are found in the Bihar portion of 
River Ganges. A 60 km stretch of the Ganges River 
between Sultanganj to Kahlgaon in Bhagalpur district of 
Bihar has been declared a dolphin sanctuary, named 
Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary, the first such 
protected area. They are on the verge of extinction and 
are categorised in the ‘endangered’ category. 

 

October 07:  World Cotton Day 
The day was launched by the World Trade Organisation 
and the International Cotton Advisory Committee in 
2019. It highlights the advantages of cotton, ranging 
from its qualities as a natural fibre to the benefits 
people obtain from its production, transformation, 
trade and consumption. 
It aims to increase preference and demand for cotton 
and educate key audiences on the benefits and value of 
cotton.   
Every year, India produces an average of 6 million tonnes 
of cotton, making it the world’s largest producer of 
cotton, accounting for around 22% of world’s total 
cotton production. The theme chosen for this year is 
"Making cotton fair and sustainable for all, from farm to 
fashion”. 

 

October 8:  Air Force Day 
The day is celebrated to commemorate the raising of 
the Indian Air Force on this day in 1932 as the 
supporting force of the Royal Air Force of the United 
Kingdom.  Air Marshal Subroto Mukerjee was the first 
Indian Chief of the Indian Air Force, from 1954 to 60.   
Its current complement of personnel and aircraft assets 
makes it the third largest air force in the world, next 
only to the USA and Russia. At present it is headed by 
Air Chief Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari. 

 

October 9:  Indian Foreign Service Day 
It was on this day in 1946 that the Indian government 
established the Indian Foreign Service for India’s 
diplomatic, consular and commercial representation 

overseas. Ambassador, High Commissioner, Consul 
General, Permanent Representative of India to the 
United Nations and Foreign Secretary are some of the 
important offices held by the members of the Indian 
Foreign Service. Currently, Dr S Jaishankar is our Union 
Minister for External Affairs. 
 

October 9:  World Post Day 
Celebrated each year on the anniversary of the 
establishment of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) on 
this day in 1874 in the Swiss capital, Bern. It was 
declared World Post Day by the UPU Congress held in 
Tokyo, Japan in 1969.  
The day aims to create awareness of the role of the 
postal sector in people’s and businesses’ everyday lives 
and its contribution to social and economic 
development. The theme for 2023 is “Together for 
trust: Collaborating for a safe and connected future”. 
India has the largest postal network of the world having 
more than 1,56,000 offices.  History of formal postal 
services in India can be traced back to 1727 when 
Calcutta G.P.O. started under a Postmaster General. The 
first postal stamp in India was introduced on 1 July 
1852.  On November 21, 1947, Independent India got its 
first ever official postage stamp printed, featuring the 
Indian flag with the nationalist cry "Jai Hind."  
 

October 10:  World Mental Health Day 
The day is observed with the support of WHO to raise 
awareness about the common psychological conditions 
and remove stigma attached to them.  The pandemic in 
recent years has made mental health more critical. 
Mental health is one of the most neglected areas of 
public health.  
About 1 billion people are living with mental disorders. 
This year’s theme “Mental Health is a Universal Human 
Right", aims to step up efforts in mental health in a 
human-rights based approach. 

 

October 11:  International Day of the Girl Child 
Observed every year to focus on issues like female 
infanticide to gender inequality to sexual abuse that the 
girls across the globe are exposed to.  The Day focuses 
attention on the need to address the challenges girls 
face and to promote girls’ empowerment and the 
fulfilment of their human rights. The theme for this year 
is "Invest in Girls' Rights: Our Leadership, Our Well-
being". 
Remember! In India, National Girl Child Day is 
celebrated on January 24 every year.  
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October 12:  World Arthritis Day 

 
The day is celebrated to raise awareness about 
arthritis, an inflammatory condition which causes pain 
and stiffness in joints which can worsen with age.  The 
theme for this year is “Living with an RMD at all stages 
of life”.  RMD stands for Rheumatic and Musculoskeletal 
Diseases. 
Arthritis is an inflammatory joint disorder, which affects 
the joints tissues around the joint, and other connective 
tissues, causing joint pain and stiffness. More than 100 
types of arthritis exist, but the most common are 
Osteoarthritis and Rheumatoid arthritis. 

 

October (12):  World Sight Day 
The day is observed on the second Thursday of October, 
to focus global attention on blindness and vision 
impairment. Reduced or absence of eyesight can have 
major and long-lasting effects on all aspects of life.   
Around 1 billion people in the world have a preventable 
vision impairment or one that has yet to be addressed.  
The theme for this year “Love your eyes at work”, aims 
to promote and highlight the significance of eye care at 
workplaces. 
 

October 13: The National Philately Day  
The day marks the collection, appreciation and 
research activities on stamps and other philatelic 
products.  India Post celebrates National Postal Week 
from 9th to 15th October every year. 
The celebration is aimed at generating a broad 
awareness about India Post’s role and activities among 
the public and media at national level. 
The Philately is the study of postage stamps and postal 
history. 
 

Oct 13: International Day for Disaster Reduction 
Observed across the world every year with support 
from the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, Geneva, 
to promote a global culture of risk-awareness and 
disaster reduction. Good disaster risk governance can 
be measured in terms of the lives saved, reduction in 
the number of disaster-affected people, and reduced 
economic losses. The theme chosen for this year’s 
celebrations is “Fighting inequality for a resilient 
future”. 

October (13) World Egg Day 
The day is celebrated on the second Friday in October 
every year to raise awareness about the benefits of eggs 
and their importance in human nutrition. The day was 
established at the International Egg Commission’s 1996 
conference in Vienna.  
Eggs are a great source of choline, a nutrient which can help in 
memory and brain development.  This year’s celebrations are 
focussed on the theme “Eggs for a Healthy Future”, highlighting 
the importance of including an egg in our daily diet, prompting 
better futures for all.  
 

October 14: World Standards Day 
Also called International Standards Day, it is celebrated 
globally to raise awareness among regulators, industry 
and consumers as to the importance of standardisation 
in the global economy.  These standards helped to drive 
the industrial revolution and nowadays it drives the 
advancement of all technologies from automotive to 
telecommunications.  
Adopting common standards facilitates global 
cooperation in numerous fields.  The theme for this day 
in 2023 is “Shared vision for a better world: 
Incorporating SDG 3”. Sustainable Development Goal 3 
(SDG3) focuses on ensuring healthy lives and 
promoting well-being for all. 
In India, Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), Delhi, is the 
National Standards Body of India under Department of 
Consumer Affairs, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public 
Distribution. It was established on April 1,1987 under the 
Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986. This act was repealed in 
2016 and replaced with a new Bureau of Indian standards (BIS) 
Act 2016.  
 

October 14:  International E-Waste Day 
The day aims to raise awareness about the importance 
of repairing or correctly disposing of used appliances 
with the aim to increase re-use, repair, recovery and 
recycling.  It has been developed by the WEEE Forum, 
an international association of electronic waste 
collection schemes.  WEEE denotes Waste Electrical 
and Electronic Equipment. The theme chosen for this 
year is “You can recycle anything with a plug, battery or 
cable!” 
Currently, around 50 million tons of electronic waste are 
produced around the world every year, and by 2030, that 
number is expected to rise to 75 million tons. E-waste is the 
fastest growing stream of waste — but it is also the most 
valuable stream of waste. A tonne of E-waste may have more 
silver than a tonne of silver ore. 
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October (14):  World Migratory Bird Day 

 
The day is celebrated twice a year, on the second 
Saturday of May and in October.  The day is an occasion 
to highlight the need for the conservation of migratory 
birds and their habitats. Migratory birds are beneficial 
to us and the planet's ecosystems because they provide 
critical services such as seed dispersal, pollination, pest 
control and more.   
This year’s theme is “Water: Sustaining Bird Life.” Water bodies 
like inland and coastal wetlands, rivers, lakes, streams, 
marshes, and ponds, all play a very vital role in bird's life cycles 
as they provide a venue for feeding, drinking, or nesting, and 
also act as places to rest and refuel during their long journeys. 

 

October 15: Rashtriya Mahila Kisan Diwas 
Supported by the Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 
Ministry, this day is observed to recognise the 
contribution of women farmers in various aspects of 
agriculture including sowing, planting, fertilising, plant 
protection, harvesting, weeding, and storage.   
The day aims to increase the active participation of 
women in agriculture. In rural India, over 80% of 
women depend on agriculture for their livelihood. In 
the farmer community, around 30% women are 
farmers themselves and over 45% work as agricultural 
labour.  
 

October 15: International Day of Rural Women 
The day recognizes the crucial role of women and girls 
in ensuring the sustainability of rural households and 
communities, improving rural livelihoods and overall 
wellbeing. This year’s theme “Rural Women Cultivating 
Good Food for All”, highlights the essential role that 
rural women and girls play in the food systems of the 
world. 
 

October 15: World Students’ Day 
Celebrated every year to commemorate the birthday of 
Shri APJ Abdul Kalam (1931-2015), 11th president 
(2002-07) of India.  He is best known for promoting 
education and his love for students.  The United Nations 
declared October 15 as World Students' Day in 2010. 
He was dedicated to teaching and identified himself 
first as a teacher and then as anything else.  The theme 
of World Students' Day 2023 is “FAIL: stands for First 
Attempt in Learning.” It aims to motivate students to 
view failure as a learning opportunity and to continue 
their education. 

October 15:  Global Handwashing Day 
Celebrated every year to raise awareness on 
handwashing with soap, motivate people worldwide to 
develop proper hand washing habits. This year's theme 
is "Clean Hands Are Within Reach.  It highlights the 
progress that has been made around hand hygiene 
commitment and action in recent years, while also 
calling for more concerted efforts to ensure hand 
hygiene targets are met. 
 

October 16:  World Food Day 
Celebrated every year around the world to 
commemorate the founding of the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO), a special agency of the United 
Nations, on this day in 1945 in Quebec City, Canada. 
The theme for this year’s WFD is 'Water is Life, Water is 
Food. Leave No One Behind'. The theme aims to 
highlight the critical role of water for life on earth and 
water as the foundation of our food. 
FAO has its headquarters in Rome, Italy. Mr. Qu Dongyu 
is the current Director General of the FAO. 

 

October 16: World Anaesthesia Day 
It is celebrated every year by the World Federation of 
Societies of Anaesthesiologists (WFSA) to highlight the 
critical role of anaesthesia in modern medical 
treatments. It recognizes the ongoing need to ensure 
safe anaesthesia practices worldwide. It marks the first 
successful demonstration of diethyl ether anaesthesia 
in 1846. 
The theme for this day for 2023 ‘Anaesthesia and 
Cancer Care’ focuses on the indispensable role of 
anaesthesia in cancer treatments. 

 

October 17: International Poverty Eradication Day 
The day is observed across the world to raise 
awareness about the efforts being made to eradicate 
poverty in the world community.  The UN General 
Assembly passed a resolution on Dec 22, 1992 to 
celebrate this day on October 17. 
According to a recent report from the World Bank, the effects of 
the Covid-19 pandemic have caused between 88 to 115 million 
more individuals to fall below the poverty line. 
The theme for this year’s celebration is "“Decent Work and 
Social Protection: Putting dignity in practice for all.” This 
theme emphasises the importance of universal access to decent 
work and social protection in upholding human dignity. 
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October 17:  World Trauma Day 

 
The day aims to emphasise saving lives during 
accidents and ensure safety in emergency situations. It 
attempts to provide education on how to avoid 
traumatic injury and loss of life. The Day was 
established in 2011 in New Delhi. 
In medical terms, Trauma is regarded as a grave physical 
injury. Any serious accident or physical harm causes 
trauma. These incidents include road accidents, domestic 
violence, natural disasters, etc.   

 

October 20:  National Solidarity Day 
This day is observed to honour the Armed Forces, who 
displayed exemplary valour in the war against China 
that started on this day in 1962. China invaded India in 
the Aksai Chin area in Ladakh and in Arunachal Pradesh 
(then North East Frontier Area).  
The war continued for one month, ending on 21st 
November, when China called an unilateral ceasefire. It 
retreated from both the areas but retained part of Aksai 
Chin. The day is an occasion to salute and honour our 
brave soldiers who risk their lives to safeguard the 
country and make us feel safe.   

 

October 20: International Chefs Day 
The day aims to celebrate and honour the noble 
profession of cooking and educate people around the 
world about eating healthy.  It is an opportunity for 
experienced chefs to pass on their knowledge and 
culinary skills to the next generation with a sense of 
pride and commitment.  The theme selected for the 
year 2023 is “Growing Great Chefs” which has a strong 
focus on mentoring young minds for nurturing culinary 
talent. 
 

October 20:  World Osteoporosis Day  
The day aims to raise global awareness of the 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment of osteoporosis 
and metabolic bone disease.  The day is organised by 
the International Osteoporosis Foundation of 
Switzerland. The theme selected for the 2023 campaign 
is "Step Up for Bone Health-Build Better Bones". It aims 
to highlight the importance of effective bone care to 
ensure a smooth fracture free life. 

Osteoporosis literally means ‘porous bone’. It is a 
condition where bones become fragile and lose their 
strength, as they become less dense and their quality is 
reduced. This can lead to broken bones, which cause pain, 
disability, and make everyday activities extremely 
difficult. 
 

October 20:  World Statistics Day  
This Day is observed every five years, beginning 2010 
when it was started by the United Nations Statistical 
Commission to highlight the importance of statistics for 
better decision-making for the times to come. Next 
World Statistics Day will be observed in 2025. 
Remember!!  “National Statistics Day” is observed on 
June 29 to mark the birth anniversary of great 
statistician, Prof P C Mahalanobis, Bharat Ratna. 

 

October 21:  Police Commemoration Day 
The day is observed every year to honour the loyalty 
and supreme sacrifice of police personnel for the 
nation. It was on this day in 1959 when jawans of CRPF 
led a saga of valour and sacrifice in the inaccessible, 
inhospitable terrain of Hot Springs in Ladakh 
confronting the Chinese Army.  In this battle, ten CRPF 
men were martyred in defence of the country. 
The CRPF came into existence as Crown Representative’s 
Police on 27th July 1939. It became the Central Reserve 
Police Force on enactment of the CRPF Act on 28th 
December 1949. At present, it has over 3 lakh personnel 
in 246 Battalions, including 6 all women battalions, 15 
Rapid Action Force battalions and 10 CoBRA battalions. 
It functions under the union home ministry with 
headquarters in New Delhi. Dr.Sujoy Lal Thaosen, IPS, is 
its current Director General. 

 

Oct. 22:  International Stuttering Awareness Day 
This Day is observed to raise awareness about 
stutterers and educate the public about the causes.  
Stuttering, also known as stammering, is a condition 
where fluency of speech is affected. There may also be 
unusual facial and body movements associated with 
broken speaking.  
The theme chosen for 2023 is “One Size Does NOT Fit All.” 
It emphasises that not everyone with a stammer will 
experience life the same way. Each individual will have 
their challenges to overcome each day. 

 



 

 GYANM GENERAL AWARENESS – DECEMBER 2023                                                                                                                                                                                    39 

October 23: International Snow Leopard Day  

 
Observed every year to protect and conserve snow 
leopards and other wildlife of the Himalayas. They are 
usually found in high, rugged mountain landscapes at 
elevations of 3,000 – 4,500m. Ladakh is called the Snow 
Leopard capital of the world.  It is the state animal of 
Himachal Pradesh.  
On this day in 2013, leaders from 12 countries where 
Snow Leopard is found, endorsed the ’Bishkek 
Declaration' on the conservation of snow leopards. 
Bishkek is the largest city and capital of Kyrgyzstan. 
 

October 23:  Mole Day  
The day, popular amongst chemistry enthusiasts, marks 
the discovery of Mole or Avogadro’s number.  It 
represents (6.022X10’23), which defines the number of 
particles present in a single mole of a substance. A mole 
is a standard unit of measurement used to calculate 
large quantities of very small micro entities such as 
atoms, molecules, etc.  
Amedeo Avogadro (1776-1856) was an Italian scientist. 
He also formulated Avogadro's law, which states that 
equal volumes of gases under the same conditions of 
temperature and pressure will contain equal numbers of 
molecules. The theme for the occasion is Sherlock 
Molmes. 
 

October 24: The United Nations Day 
This day is observed to mark the anniversary of the 
establishment of the United Nations on this day in 
1945. The UN Charter, signed on June 26, 1945, is the 
founding document of this great non-partisan 
institution that has been working towards global peace 
and equality.  
The day aims to bring attention to the work, role and 
achievements of the UNO and its family of specialised 
agencies. Antonio Guterres is the current Secretary-
General of the United Nations, having 193 members, 
with headquarters in New York, USA. 
 

October 24: World Polio Day 
It is celebrated annually to raise awareness for polio 
vaccination and eradication of polio.  The Day was 
established by Rotary International to commemorate 

the birth of Jonas Salk, American virologist who led the 
first team to develop a vaccine against polio. India was 
declared polio-free in January 2014, after three years of 
zero cases.   
Polio, or poliomyelitis, is a crippling and potentially deadly 
infectious disease caused by the poliovirus that invades the 
brain and spinal cord, causing paralysis. The virus spreads from 
person-to-person and only affects humans; children are 
especially susceptible. Because polio has no cure, vaccination is 
the only way to protect children and stop the disease from 
spreading. 
 

October 24:  World Development Information Day 
Established in 1972, this day is celebrated with UN 
support to draw the attention of the world to 
development problems and the need to strengthen 
international cooperation to solve them. The theme 
selected for the day for the year 2023 is “Harnessing 
the Power of Information and Communication 
Technologies to Build a Better World”. 

 

October (25): World Sustainability Day 
Observed on the fourth Wednesday of October, this day 
aims to remind the community of the importance of 
caring for the environment and how to make it more 
sustainable, i.e. lasting for a longer time. It exhorts 
people to minimise wastage in all possible forms and 
promote reuse culture in day-to-day life. 
 

October 27:  Infantry Day 
Army establishments across the country celebrate this 
day to pay homage to the thousands of infantry soldiers 
who laid down their lives in the line of duty.  It was on 
this day in 1947 that first Indian infantry soldiers took 
part in an action to defend Indian territory from 
external aggression and repelled the attack by the 
Pakistani invaders in Kashmir. The victory was 
accomplished by the jawans of the First Battalion of the 
Sikh Regiment. 
 

Oct. 27:  World Day for Audio-visual Heritage 
Observed with support from UNESCO to raise general 
awareness of the need to take urgent measures and to 
acknowledge the importance of audio-visual documents 
such as films, radio, and television programmes, etc. 
They provide a window to the world, allowing us to 
observe events we cannot attend, and hear voices from 
the past who can no longer speak. 
The theme for the year 2023 is “Your Window to the World”.   
As a window to the world, audiovisual heritage enables us to 
witness events we do not attend, listen to voices of the past, and 
create narratives that inform and entertain. 
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October 27:  World Occupational Therapy Day  

 
The day promotes and celebrates the occupational 
therapy profession and heightens its visibility.  On this 
day, occupational therapists take part in activities to 
promote the profession or an aspect of it.  The theme 
for this year’s celebrations is “Unity through 
Community”. It focuses on working together with 
others to facilitate participation and community 
interaction. 
Occupational therapists work in diverse settings such 
as schools, rehabilitation centers, hospitals, assisted 
living facilities, nursing homes, mental health clinics, 
and even in homes.  

 

October 29: World Psoriasis Day  
Celebrations of this day are supported by the 
International Federation of Psoriasis Associations 
(IFPA), Geneva, Switzerland to promote awareness, 
empowerment, and action for improving the quality of 
life for people with psoriasis and psoriatic arthritis.  
The theme for the year 2023 "Access for All" focuses on 
people with psoriatic disease who must have affordable 
access to the right treatment at the right time. 
Psoriasis is a skin disease that causes red, itchy scaly 
patches, most commonly on the knees, elbows, trunk and 
scalp. It is a common, long-term (chronic) disease with 
no cure.  
 

October 29:  World Stroke Day 
This day tries to spread awareness about the 
prevention steps for this serious medical condition. 
This year’s theme for celebrating the day is “Together 
we can be #GreaterThan stroke.” It highlights the role 
of collective efforts in prevention of stroke cases. More 
than one-third of people over the age of 70 may have a 
silent stroke and this perhaps is the second leading 
cause of disability.  

 

October 29:  International Internet Day 
The day is observed to commemorate the anniversary 
of the first internet transmission that took place on this 
day in 1969.  Charley Kline, a student programmer at 
the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), 
transmitted the first-ever electronic message on 
October 29, 1969.  
While the internet may not have been possible without 
a million other monumental inventions that came 
before it, it’s hard to find any other invention that has 
had such a monumental impact on mankind. With over 
800 million users, India is the second largest online 
market.  
 

October 30/31:  World Savings Day 

 
Previously known as World Thrift Day, this day is 
celebrated across the world on either 30th or 31st 
October, depending upon the working day in banks.  In 
India it is observed on October 30.  
This day is dedicated to promote the importance of 
financial savings and learn more about the same. As 
financial resources are never available in abundance, it 
is always imperative to safeguard money and to learn 
ways to save it.  
 

October 31: Rashtriya Ekta Diwas 
Observed to celebrate the birthday of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, the first Deputy Prime Minister and 
the home minister of independent India. Patel played a 
crucial role in India's freedom movement and in the 
integration of 560 princely states with India. The day is 
also the martyrdom day of Indira Gandhi.  
 

October 31: World Cities Day 
Observed across the world to work together for 
planned and sustainable urban life in the wake of rapid 
growth of population and problems. The theme for this 
year “Financing sustainable urban future for all” aims to 
explore how to unlock transformative investment in 
urban planning and achieve adequate fiscal 
decentralisation in cities. 

 
 

ALL THE NEWS ITEMS IN THIS MAGAZINE HAVE BEEN SOURCED FROM 
VARIOUS NEWS PAPERS AND GOVT. PRESS RELEASES. 
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NATIONAL NEWS 
 

AUGUST 
 

➢ PM Modi participated in the 15th BRICS Summit on 

August 22-24 in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

✓ Later, he travelled to Greece on August 25 where 

he was conferred “The Grand Cross of the Order of 

Honour”, the country’s top civilian honour.  

➢ NTPC started a trial run of India's first ever hydrogen 

bus on a public road in Leh on August 18 at a height 

of 11,562 ft., along with a 1.7 MW of dedicated solar 

power plant. 

➢ The BRO started construction of the world’s highest 

motorable road, 64 km long ‘Likaru-Mig La-Fukche’ 

road,                                                   at an altitude of 19,400 

feet, surpassing the previous record of Umling-La 

road at 19,300 feet.  

➢ The G20 Film Festival was held in New Delhi from 

Aug 16 to Sep 03, starting with the screening of 

Satyajit Ray's iconic film Pather Panchali.  

➢ NITI Aayog hosted a two-day G20 conference on the 

Green and Sustainable Growth Agenda for the Global 

Economy on July 28-29 in New Delhi.  

JULY 
 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Paris on July 

13-14 at the official invitation of the President of 

France, Emmanuel Macron.  

✓ He was the Guest of Honour at the Bastille Day 

Parade. He was conferred with France’s highest 

honour “The Grand Cross of the Legion of 

Honour”.  

✓ He visited Abu Dhabi on the 15th of July to hold 

bilateral talks with the UAE President and Ruler 

of Abu Dhabi Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan. 

➢ Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe reached 

New Delhi on July 20 for a two-day official visit to 

India.  

✓ Sri Lanka agreed to link their LankaPay payment 

system with India’s UPI for operations in Sri 

Lanka.  

➢ India’s largest International Exhibition-cum-

Convention Centre complex named ‘Bharat 

Mandapam’ was dedicated to the nation on July 26 at 

Pragati Maidan in New Delhi. 

➢ The Multidimensional Poverty Index covering 110 

countries, was released on July 11 by the UNDP and 

the Oxford Poverty and Human Development 

Initiative at the University of Oxford in Britain.  

✓ India saw a remarkable reduction in poverty, with 

415 million people exiting poverty within a span 

of just 15 years (2005/6–19/21).  

➢ A war memorial named “V.C Yeshwant Ghadge 

Sundial Memorial” was inaugurated at Montone 

(Perugia, Italy) as a tribute to the Indian troops who 

fought during Italian Campaign in July 1944 during 

the Second World War.  

➢ India’s first ECT–elevated cross taxiway (runway) 

was inaugurated on July 14 at Delhi International 

Airport, making it the first Indian airport to have four 

runways.  Elevated taxiway enables highways to pass 

under it.  

➢ Operation “Broader Sword”, a joint multi-agency 

operation was carried out in June 2023 by the law 

enforcement agencies of the US and India. 

Bullet News 
(May 2023 – August 2023) 

For details visit – www.gyanm.in  
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✓ More than 500 shipments of “illicit and 

unapproved prescription drugs” were stopped 

from reaching US consumers.  

➢ India has joined the Champions Group of the Global 

Crisis Response Group (GCRG), accepting an 

invitation from the United Nations.  

➢ The 23rd Summit of the SCO (Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation) Council of Heads of State was chaired 

by Prime Minister Modi on July 4.   

✓ India took over the presidency of the SCO in 

September 2022 for one year. In Sep 2023, the 

presidency will be handed over to Kazakhstan.  

➢ The Startup20 Shikhar Summit under India’s G20 

presidency was held on July 3-4 in Gurugram, 

Haryana. The summit was hosted by the Startup20 

Engagement Group.  

➢ IIT, Bombay, for the first time, breached into the top 

150 rankings, securing 149th rank in the Quacquarelli 

Symonds (QS) World University Rankings 2023, 

released on June 27.  

➢ The Power Index for 145 countries released by 
Global Firepower ranked US military as the most 

powerful military force worldwide.  

✓ Russia and China follow closely at second and 

third spot, while India is ranked at the fourth 

position. 

➢ The World Bank approved $1.5 billion funding to 

help India promote low-carbon energy by 

developing green hydrogen, and stimulating low-

carbon energy investments.  
 

JUNE 
 

➢ PM Modi made a five-day foreign visit of USA and 

Egypt from June 21 to 25.  He led the celebrations of 

the International Day of Yoga at the UN 

Headquarters in New York. 

✓ The event set a Guinness World Record for 

participation by the largest number of 

nationalities in a single yoga session. 

✓ On June 24 Prime Minister reached Cairo on his 

first visit to Egypt. On June 25 the Egyptian 

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi honoured Sh. Modi 

with Egypt’s highest state honour, the Order of the 

Nile.  

➢ President Droupadi Murmu visited Suriname from 

June 4 to 6 on an official invitation from the President 

of the Republic of Suriname, Chandrikapersad 

Santokhi.  

✓ She was conferred highest civilian award of 

Suriname – Grand Order of the Chain of the Yellow 

Star. 

✓ Later, the President visited Serbia from 7 to 9 

June, at the invitation of President Aleksandar 

Vučić.   

➢ Prime Minister of Nepal Pushpa Kamal Dahal 

Prachanda arrived in New Delhi on May 31 on a four-

day official visit to India.  

✓ He inaugurated first Land Port of Uttar Pradesh 

at Rupaidiha on Nepal border in Bahraich district 

of UP.   

➢ Norodom Sihamoni, the King of Cambodia, arrived in 

New Delhi on May 29 on a three-day official visit to 

India to mark the 70th anniversary of diplomatic 

relations between India and Cambodia.  

➢ India’s first Mrna-based COVID-19 vaccine booster 

dose was launched on June 24 in New Delhi. Named 

GEMCOVAC-OM, it has been developed and 

manufactured by Pune based Gennova 

Biopharmaceuticals.  
➢ The Science-20 conference under the G-20 

Presidency of India was hosted by Bhopal on June 

16-17 under the theme “Connecting Science to 

Society and Culture”.  

➢ A new WHO report presented to NITI Aayog has 

estimated that India’s ongoing ‘Har Ghar Jal’ 

campaign has the potential to avert nearly four lakh 

diarrhoeal deaths, caused due to unclean drinking 

water.  

➢ The National Dam Safety Authority under the Jal 

Shakti ministry, signed a MoU with the Malaviya 

National Institute of Technology, Jaipur for 

designating it as the National Centre for Earthquake 

Safety of Dams, the first centre of its kind in the 

country.  

➢ The Ministry of Education announced on June 5 the 

ranking of educational institutes by National 

Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) for the year 

2023. 

✓ Toppers among various categories were as 

under: 

✓ Best Overall Ranking – IIT Madras 

✓ Best Engineering Institute – IIT-Madras 

✓ Best University - IISc-Bangalore 

✓ Best Management Institute – IIM-Ahmedabad 

✓ Best Medical Institute – AIIMS-Delhi  

✓ Best College – Miranda House, Delhi 
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MAY 
 

➢ India’s new Parliament building was dedicated to the 

nation on May 28 in a grand formal ceremony.  

✓ The New Parliament Building has a total area of 

64,500 sq mt with a seating capacity of 1272 

seats, 888 for Lok Sabha and 384 for Rajya Sabha.  

✓ A grand Constitution Hall has been made in the 

centre for showcasing India’s democratic 

heritage. 

✓ Bimal Patel is the chief architect and the 

construction was done by Tata Projects Limited.   

✓ A historical sceptre called “Sengol” has also been 

installed near the Lok Sabha Speaker’s seat. 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi left New Delhi on May 

19 for a six-day tour of three nations, Japan, Papua 

New Guinea, and Australia.  

✓ On May 20, he participated in the G7 Summit and 

in QUAD summit in Hiroshima, Japan. Next, he 

moved to Papua New Guinea where he was 

conferred their highest civilian award, the Grand 

Companion of the Order of Logohu.  

✓ He was also honoured with Fiji’s highest civilian 

honour “The Companion of the Order of Fiji” for 

his global leadership. 

✓ On May 23, he reached Australia to have a 

bilateral meeting with Australian Prime Minister 

Anthony Albanese. He left for India on the night of 

24th May. 

➢ The third G20 Tourism Working Group Meeting was 

held in the Sher-e-Kashmir International Convention 

Centre at Srinagar, J&K on May 22-24.  

➢ The Engagement Group meeting on Universal 

Holistic Health under India’s G20 Presidency was 

held on May 01-02 at Bangaram Island in 

Lakshadweep. The two-day event focused on 

improved agricultural practices.  

➢ The Y20 (youth-20) Pre-Summit under India’s G20 

Presidency was held on April 26-27-28 in Ladakh.  

➢ India launched ‘Operation Karuna’ on May 18 to 

provide emergency assistance to Myanmar which 

has been devastated by Cyclone Mocha.  

➢ The President, on the advice of the Prime Minister, 

reallocated 3 portfolios in the union cabinet on June 

18.  

✓ Arjun Ram Meghwal, Minister of State for 

Parliamentary Affairs & Culture was made 

Minister of State in the Ministry of Law and 

Justice, in addition to his existing portfolios.  

✓ Kiren Rijiju was shifted from law ministry to the 

Ministry of Earth Sciences as Minister of state.  

✓ Prof. S.P. Singh Baghel, Minister of State in the 

Law Ministry was shifted as Minister of State in 

the Health and Family Welfare Ministry. 

➢ MIT-World Peace University, Pune has built Asia’s 

first-ever subsea research lab, with an aim to foster 

multi-disciplinary talent for the global oil and gas 

industry.  

✓ Called the Centre for Subsea Engineering 

Research (CSER), the lab showcases a working 

prototype of deep-water offshore petroleum 

operations. 

➢ The Sittwe Port in Myanmar, developed by Indian 

funding, was inaugurated on May 9. This port will 

reduce cost and time of transportation of goods 

between Kolkata and Agartala and Aizawl by up to 50 

percent.  

➢ A meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation was held in Benaulim, Goa 

on May 4-5 under India’s presidency of SCO.   

➢ The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation’s Defence 

Ministers Meeting was held on April 28 in New Delhi. 

➢ The construction of India’s first and the highest 

cable-stayed rail bridge, the Anji Khad rail bridge in 

J&K was completed on April 26 with the fixing of the 

last cable.   

✓ The 473.25 m bridge over the river Anji is 

supported by 96 cables extending both ways from 

the main pylon that reaches a height of 331 mt 

from the river bed.  

➢ India and the UK have decided to jointly create an 

“India-UK ‘Net Zero’ Innovation Virtual Centre” to 

bring stakeholders from both the countries together 

to work in some of the focus areas such as industrial 

decarbonisation and Green Hydrogen.  
 

NEWS FROM STATES 
 

AUGUST 
 

➢ Indore has secured first position, followed by Agra 

and Thane in the category of cities with a population 

of more than 10 lakhs in the Swachh Vayu 

Sarvekshan-2023, conducted by the Central 

Pollution Control Board. 

➢ India’s first 3D printed post office building was 

inaugurated on August 18 in Bengaluru. The building 

was built by using 3D printing technology with 

technical know-how from IIT Madras and L&T.  
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➢ District Srinagar in J&K secured the top spot in the 

"Front Runners'' category of the Jal Jeevan 

Survekshan 2023 conducted by the union ministry of 

Jal Shakti.  

JULY 
 

 

➢ The ‘Surat Diamond Bourse’ in Surat, Gujarat 

replaced Pentagon (US Defence HQs) as the largest 

office building in the world. It has a vast floor space 

of 6.6 million sft, against 6.5 million sft in Pentagon, 

➢ The Export Preparedness Index 2022 released by 

Niti Aayog has placed Tamil Nadu at number one 

spot, followed by Maharashtra and Karnataka.  

➢ The NITI Aayog approved a grant of ₹10 crore to the 

Kerala University of Fisheries and Ocean Studies, 

Kochi for establishing India’s first Atal Incubation 

Centre in fisheries.  

➢ The union cabinet approved a bill on July 19 for 

amending the IIM Act to upgrade the NITIE-National 

Institute of Industrial Engineering, Mumbai as 

country’s 21st IIM.  

➢ The Greater Chennai Police launched a ‘Drone Police 

Unit’ on June 29 to assist cops in aerial surveillance. 

It has been reported as the first of its kind initiative 

in India.  

➢ The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways is 

developing a National Maritime Heritage Complex 

(NHMC), a world-class facility at Lothal, Gujarat.  

➢ The Gujarat govt signed a MoU on June 28 with 

America’s largest chipmaker firm Micron 

Technology for establishing India’s first 

semiconductor assembly and test facility at Sanand 

in Ahmedabad district.  

➢ India’s largest rail coach plant in the private sector 

was inaugurated on June 22 in Hyderabad. Medha 

Servo Drives Pvt Ltd has established this plant in 

collaboration with Swiss railway rolling stock maker 

Stadler Rail. 
 

JUNE 
 

➢ A “Lavender Festival” was held on June 4-5 in 

Bhaderwah Valley, the Lavender capital of J&K. This 

initiative is also popular as the “Purple Revolution”.  

➢ The AIIMS, Nagpur has become the first of all AIIMSs 

to receive the prestigious NABH (National 

Accreditation Board for Hospitals and Healthcare 

Providers) accreditation, which is at par with the 

world’s leading hospital accreditation standards.   

➢ The ADB approved a $295 million loan to Bihar state 

for widening and upgrading 265 km of state 

highways, improving transport connectivity and 

road safety in the state.  

➢ The World Bank approved a $148 million loan to 

support West Bengal in harnessing surface and 

ground water through better irrigation practices.  

➢ The ADB sanctioned a $130 million loan to Himachal 

Pradesh to increase agricultural productivity, 

improve access to irrigation and promote 

horticulture to raise farmers’ income.   
 

MAY 
 

➢ Kerala declared herself as India’s first “total e-

governed state”, thanks to its strides towards 

achieving 100% digital literacy.  

✓ The achievement enables online delivery of more 

than 800 government services through a single-

window service-delivery mechanism called e-

Sevanam.  

➢ Madhya Pradesh became the first state in the country 

to launch a free air travel facility to its senior citizens 

for pilgrimage.  

✓ The first batch of 32 pilgrims, over the age of 65 

years, took off from the Bhopal airport on 21 May 

to visit Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh.  

➢ In a first in the country, the Kerala government on 

May 15 launched a social welfare fund for Mahatma 

Gandhi Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 

(MNREGA) workers in the State.  

✓ The fund offers benefits such as pension, marriage 

allowance, assistance for education, medical 

needs to ensure welfare of the workers and their 

families.  

➢ Kerala made history by becoming the first state to 

introduce on May 3 its own ranking system for 

higher education institutions.  

➢ India’s first-ever water metro service, the Kochi 

Water Metro, was inaugurated on April 25 in Kochi, 

Kerala.  

✓ The metro project will start with eight electric 

hybrid boats to connect ten islands in and around 

the port city of Kochi with 38 terminals. 

➢ Punjab became first state to implement the ‘right to 

walk’ by making it mandatory for all road-owning 

agencies, including the NHAI, to provide 

footpath/cycle tracks in all roads to be constructed 

in future.  
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➢ In a big development, the Geological Survey of India 

(GSI) has found massive Lithium reserve deposits in 

Degana region in central Rajasthan.  

➢ The 10th land port between India and Bangladesh 

was inaugurated on May 4 at Dawki in south eastern 

Meghalaya on Bangladesh border at Tamabil in 

Sylhet.   
 

GOVT INITIATIVES 
 

AUGUST 
 

➢ Tele-Law-2.0 app launched on Aug 25 in New Delhi. 

The new app integrates Tele-Law and Nyaya Bandhu 

App to ensure easy access to justice.  

➢ Ministry of New and Renewable Energy notified on 

Aug 25 the emission thresholds of 2 kg CO2 

equivalent per kg of Hydrogen produced as a 12-

month average emission threshold.  

➢ The union cabinet approved the ‘PM-eBus Sewa’ 

scheme on August 16 for augmenting city bus 

operations across the country.  Under the scheme, 

10,000 e-buses will be deployed across cities having 

a population of three lakh and above.   

➢ The union cabinet approved on August 16 Rs 13,000 

crore funding for a five-year period for the PM 

Vishwakarma Yojana.   

✓ The scheme aims at strengthening the family-

based practice of traditional skills by artisans and 

craftspeople across the country.  

✓ A total of 18 trades such as Carpenter, Blacksmith, 

Goldsmith, Potter, Cobbler, Weaver, Barber, 

Washerman, Tailor etc. are covered under the 

scheme. 

➢ ‘Lakhpati Didis’ scheme announced on Auh 15 for 

providing vocational training to two crore women in 

rural areas across the country.   

✓ Under the scheme, women will undergo training 

in a range of practical skills that align with 

emerging industry demands. 

✓ The Central Water Commission launched a 

mobile app ‘FloodWatch’ on August 17 in New 

Delhi.  It will provide real time flood forecast 

situations, up to seven days on a real-time basis, 

across the country.  

✓ Govt launched 'Meri Mati Mera Desh' (my soil, 

my country) campaign on August 9 to honour 

the heroes who sacrificed their lives for the 

country.  

✓ Under the campaign, a sample of soil from every 

village will be collected and brought to Delhi in a 

kalash. Soil collected from 7,500 kalash will be 

used to create an 'Amrit Vatika' in Delhi. 

✓ A war memorial will be built in every panchayat, 

town, city in the memory of martyrs, wherein 

names of martyrs of that area will be inscribed.  

➢ The National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT) 

in collaboration with the Ministry of Textiles 

launched an e-portal, “भारतीय  वस्त्र  एवं  शिल्प  कोष” 

(Treasure of Indian Clothing and Crafts), on National 

Handloom Day, Aug 7.   

➢ The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) 

introduced a new mobile application ‘Rajmarg Yatra’ 

to enhance the highway users experience.  

✓ It provides real-time weather updates, details 

about nearby toll plazas, petrol stations, 

hospitals, hotels, and other vital services, ensuring 

a secure and seamless journey on National 

Highways. 

➢ The Parliament passed the Jan Vishwas (Amendment 

of Provisions) Bill, 2023 on Aug 02 to amend certain 

enactments for decriminalising and rationalising 

offences to further enhance trust-based governance 

for ease of living and doing business. 

➢ Mobile app ULLAS (Understanding Lifelong Learning 

for All in Society) launched as an initiative to 

revolutionise education and literacy across the 

nation.  

✓ Besides basic education, it imparts digital and 

financial literacy and critical life skills to citizens 

aged 15 and above who lost the opportunity to go 

to school.  
 

 

JULY 
 

➢ The Union Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry 

and Dairying launched on July 20 India’s first credit 

guarantee scheme to facilitate inflow of funds to 

MSMEs engaged in the livestock sector; without 

hassles of collateral security. 

➢ The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways 

launched the indigenous Differential Global 

Navigation Satellite System (DGNSS) named ‘SAGAR 

SAMPARK’.   

✓ It will help mariners to navigate safely and will 

reduce the risk of collisions, groundings, and 

accidents in the port and harbour areas.  
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➢ Govt launched Bharat 6G Alliance on July 3 as a 

groundbreaking initiative aimed at launching the 

next-generation communication technology in India.  

✓ The 6G technology is expected to revolutionise 

communication by providing speeds up to 100 

Gbps, nearly 100 times faster than 1 Gbps 

provided by 5G.     

➢ The Govt issued a notification on June 30 for the 

formation of India’s first regulated domestic carbon 

market. The ‘Carbon Credit Trading Scheme’ aims to 

set up a carbon credit trading market in the country.  

➢ The Union Cabinet approved the PM-PRANAM 

(Programme for Restoration, Awareness, 

Nourishment and Amelioration of Mother earth) 

Yojana. 

✓ It aims to incentivise states and UTs for promotion 

of alternative fertilisers and balanced use of 

chemical fertilisers. It expects to cover 1 crore 

farmers for adopting natural farming over the 

next 3 years. 

➢ The Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry, and 

Dairying launched on June 26 the Nandi Portal aimed 

at facilitating the process of granting No Objection 

Certificates (NOC) for veterinary drugs and vaccines.  
 

 

JUNE 
 

➢ The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) released its 

new standard “IS 18267:2023” on June 16 for ‘Food 

Serving Utensils Made from Agri By-Products’.   

✓ The standard covers making of biodegradable 

disposable utensils such as plates, cups, bowls, 

cutlery etc. 

➢ The Central Government introduced a new collection 

of professional learning courses called “DAKSHTA” 

on the iGOT Karmayogi platform of the Ministry of 

Personnel. 

✓ DAKSHTA (Development of Attitude, Knowledge, 

Skills for Holistic Change in Administration), aims 

at enhancing the skills of young professionals.  

➢ On the World Environment Day (June 5), two 

schemes were launched for conserving India’s 

wetlands and mangroves through public 

participation. 

✓ Amrit Dharohar aims to develop Ramsar sites 

(wetlands) as centres of eco-tourism and a source 

of green jobs. 

✓ MISHTI (Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline 

Habitats and Tangible Incomes) aims to promote 

mangrove plantation along the coastline and on 

salt pan land. 

➢ MAHIR- Mission on Advanced and High-Impact 

Research to be launched to identify emerging 

technologies in the power sector and develop them 

locally for deployment within and outside the 

country.  

➢ The Union Cabinet on May 31 approved a one lakh 

crore rupee scheme to increase grain storage 

capacity in the cooperative sector.  

✓ It will be the “World’s Largest Grain Storage Plan 

in the Cooperative Sector” aimed at reducing crop 

damages and preventing distress sales by farmers.  

➢ The Union Cabinet approved the City Investments to 

Innovate, Integrate and Sustain–CITIIS 2.0 for 

integrated urban management.  

✓ It is a program conceived by the Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Affairs in partnership with the 

German development agency “Kreditanstalt für 

Wiederaufbau”, European Union, and National 

Institute of Urban Affairs.  
 

MAY 
 

➢ The finance ministry on May 24 hiked the tax 

exemption limit for leave encashment on retirement, 

to Rs 25 lakh, from Rs. 3 lakh at present.   

➢ The UGC announced ‘NEP SAARTHI (Student 

Ambassador for Academic Reforms in Transforming 

Higher Education in India’) to involve students in the 

implementation of the National Education Policy 

(NEP) 2020.  

➢ UGC launched portal ‘UTSAH’ (Undertaking 

Transformative Strategies and Actions in Higher 

Education) for providing information about various 

UGC’s initiatives for reforms in higher education.  

➢ UGC launched “Professors of Practice” –PoP portal to 

make it easier for higher educational institutions 

hiring of experienced professionals in various fields, 

bridging the gap between academia and industry.  

➢ Government launched a citizen centric portal named 

‘Sanchar Saathi’ on May 16 to enable mobile users to 

track and block their lost mobile phones. It is an 

initiative of the Department of Telecommunications.  

➢ The Union Health Ministry launched digital platform 

SAKSHAM (Stimulating Advanced Knowledge for 

Sustainable Health Management) on May 10 for 

providing online training and medical education to 

all the health professionals in the country.   
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➢ The Union Ministry for Fisheries, Animal husbandry 

and Dairying launched the nationwide Animal 

Husbandry, Dairying, and Fisheries (AHDF) KCC 

Campaign from 1st May, 2023 to 31st March, 2024.  

✓ The campaign aims to extend benefits of the Kisan 

Credit Card (KCC) to all eligible animal 

husbandry, dairy, and fishery farmers in the 

country.  

➢ The Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance, 

launched a scheme, “Vivad se Vishwas I: Relief to 

MSMEs” to provide relief to MSMEs during the 

COVID-19.  

✓ All ministries have been instructed to refund 

performance security, bid security and liquidated 

damages forfeited or deducted during the 

pandemic.  

➢ The Housing & Urban Affairs Ministry activated the 

‘City Beauty Competition’ portal on April 27 to 

encourage and recognize the transformational 

efforts made by cities to create beautiful, innovative 

and inclusive public spaces. 
 

ECONOMY 
 

AUGUST 
 

➢ The Finance Ministry approved the upgradation of 

the Oil India Ltd (OIL), Assam, from ‘Navratna’ 

category to the ‘Maharatna’, making it 13th such 

company. 

✓ Oil India Private Limited was incorporated on 

February 18, 1959, to develop the newly 

discovered oilfields of Naharkatia and Moran in 

Assam.  
 

 

JULY 
 

➢ IT major Meta joined hands with the Confederation 

of All India Traders (CAIT) to digitally train and 

upskill 10 million local traders through the 

‘WhatsApp Se Wyapaar’ program on the WhatsApp 

Business App. 

➢ ONGC became the first Central Public Sector 

Enterprise in India to get certified for its Anti-

Bribery Management System by an international 

accredited certification body, M/s InterCert, USA. 

➢ Maruti Suzuki India, for the first time, made its entry 

into the premium MPV segment on July 5.  The new 

car, named ‘Invicto’, has a starting price of Rs 24.8 

lakh.  

➢ The market capitalisation of BSE-listed firms hit a 

lifetime peak of Rs 301.10 lakh crore (trillion) on July 

6, driven by a positive trend in domestic equities.  

✓ The 30-share BSE Sensex jumped 185.37 points or 

0.28 percent to 65,631.41 during the day.   

➢ Markets regulator SEBI approved reducing the time 

period for the listing of shares in a public issue from 

the existing 6 days to 3 days from the date of closure 

(T Day) of issue.  
 

JUNE 
 

➢ India's GDP is pegged to grow at 7.2% during the 

fiscal year 2022-23 as per the Statistics Ministry's 

provisional estimates released on June 1.  

✓ The unexpected surge in growth is a result of a 

better-than-expected performance in the last 

quarter (Jan-Mar), powered by services, exports, 

and agriculture.  

➢ The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) 

in its meeting on June 7, approved the increase in 

MSP for all mandated kharif crops for the 2023-24 

crop year. 

 

Crops Rs per 

Qtl. 

Crops Rs. per 

Qtl. 

Paddy 2183 Tur /Arhar 7000 

Jowar 3225 Moong 8558 

Bajra 2500 Urad 6950 

Maize 2090 Groundnut 6377 

Cotton(medium) 

 

6620 Sunflower 

Seed 

6760 

 

MAY 
 

➢ As per the 3rd advance estimate of production of 

major crops for the agri year 2022-23, foodgrain 

production is estimated to be over 3,305 lakh tonnes 

in 2022-23, highest ever, 149.18 lakh tonnes more 

than last year.   

➢ India’s first commercial passenger flight using an 

indigenously produced Sustainable Aviation Fuel 

(SAF) blend was successfully flown on May 19.   

✓ An AirAsia flight from Pune to Delhi was powered 

by SAF supplied by Indian Oil Corporation.   

➢ The Finance Ministry gave its approval on April 26 to 

upgrade Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL) to 

‘Navratna’ Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE).  
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BANKING & FINANCE 
 

AUGUST 
 

➢ RBI launched a centralised web portal UDGAM 

(Unclaimed Deposits - Gateway to Access 

inforMation) to help people search and claim 

unclaimed deposits, across the banking sector.  

✓ It will facilitate and make it easier for the public 

to search their unclaimed deposits across multiple 

banks, at one place. 

➢ Bank of Baroda UAE, the sole licensed Indian bank in 

the UAE offering comprehensive banking services, 

celebrated its golden jubilee in UAE on August 22, 

marking its 50th year of glorious presence in the 

UAE.  

➢ AU Small Finance Bank launched India’s first 24x7 

video banking service on Aug 7 to provides a virtual 

platform where customers can communicate with a 

video banker in real-time via video calls, like video 

conferencing.   

 

 

JULY 
 

➢ The RBI issued a notification on July 18 to add 

“NongHyup Bank” from S Korea in the Second 

Schedule of the RBI Act, 1934. The bank has been 

active in India since 2016.  

➢ The Punjab National Bank launched a virtual branch, 

PNB Metaverse where customers can explore bank's 

products and services such as deposit schemes, retail 

and MSME loans, digital products in virtual mode.  

➢ RBI launched its Centralised Information 

Management System (CIMS) on June 30 to upgrade 

its information management framework for better 

handling of the massive data flow, its aggregation, 

analysis, public dissemination.   

➢ Govt has permitted all Public Sector Banks and 

eligible Private Sector Banks (in addition to post 

offices) to implement and operationalise the Mahila 

Samman Savings Certificate Scheme, 2023.  
 

JUNE 
 

 

➢ The RBI launched the ‘100 Days 100 Pays’ campaign 

on June 01 to trace and settle the top 100 unclaimed 

deposits of every bank in every district within 100 

days.  

✓ The public sector banks transferred over Rs. 

35,000 crore of unclaimed deposits to RBI by 

February 2023. 

➢ SIDBI launched mission EVOLVE (Electric Vehicle 

Operations and Lending for Vibrant Ecosystem) in 

association with NITI Aayog, World Bank, Korean-

World Bank and Korean Economic Development 

Cooperation Fund, to finance MSMEs engaged with 

electric vehicles.  

✓ SIDBI aims to support India’s target for 30 per 

cent EV penetration by 2030 or EV30@30. 
 

MAY 
 

 

➢ The RBI board approved on May 19 a transfer of Rs 

87,416 crore as the dividend to the government for 

the FY ending 31 March, 2023.  

✓ The RBI board also decided to raise the 

Contingency Risk Buffer to 6% from 5.50% held 

previously. 

➢ RBI announced withdrawal of Rs 2,000 

denomination banknotes on May 19 from circulation 

under the “Clean Note Policy”. However, they will 

continue to be legal tender till September 30, 2023. 

➢ RBI has asked banks to ensure a complete transition 

from the London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR) or 

the Mumbai Interbank Forward Outright Rate 

(MIFOR) from July 1, 2023.  

✓ Banks should use widely accepted Alternative 

Reference Rates, such as the Secured Overnight 

Financing Rate (SOFR). 

➢ The RBI in collaboration with the Bank for 

International Settlements, Switzerland, launched 

G20 TechSprint, a global technology competition for 

developing innovative solutions to improve cross-

border payments.  
 

 

 

DEFENCE, SCIENCE & 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

AUGUST 
 

➢ The Ministry of Defence has formed a nine-member 

committee to undertake a comprehensive revamp of 

the DRDO.  It will be headed by K. Vijay Raghavan, 

former Principal Scientific Advisor to the 

government.  

 

https://bfsi.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/london+interbank+offered+rate
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➢ The Indian Army has inducted a lighter and compact 

version of indigenously developed Weapon Locating 

Radar (WLR) called Swathi Mountains.  

➢ India’s 1st long range revolver, ‘Prabal’, made by 

state-owned company Advanced Weapons and 

Equipment India Ltd., Kanpur, UP was launched on 

Aug 18. 

✓ This lightweight 32 bore revolver can meet its 

target up to 50 metres, more than double the 

range of the other revolvers being manufactured.  
➢ The Indian Air Force inducted Heron Mark 2 drones 

at a forward air base in the northern sector.  These 

drones have been procured from Israel.   

✓ The Heron Mark-2 is a medium-altitude long-

endurance drone, with a maximum range of 3,000 

kilometres and an endurance of 24 hours.  

➢ Warship ‘Vindhyagiri’: The advanced stealth frigate, 

sixth ship of the Project 17A Frigates was launched 

on August 17 at Kidderpore in Kolkata.    

➢ The Indian Air Force received the “Spike Non-Line of 

Sight” anti-tank guided missiles from Israel to 

destroy enemy targets hidden behind mountains.  

➢ A first of its kind in India, an autonomous 

underwater vehicle (AUV) named ‘Neerakshi’ 

designed to detect mines, was launched on July 28 in 

Kolkata.  

➢ SEACAT 2023: Indian Navy participated in the 

Southeast Asia Cooperation and Training (SEACAT) 

Exercise on August 14 in Singapore.  

➢ Exercise Zayed Talwar:  Indian Navy held this 

bilateral Naval Maritime Partnership Exercise with 

the Navy of UAE, near Dubai in the Persian Gulf on 

August 11.  

➢ Malabar 2023:  The 11-day multilateral naval 

exercise started on August 11 off the Sydney coast in 

Australia.  Indian Navy's warships INS Sahyadri and 

INS Kolkata participated in the event. 

➢ On Aug 23, India became first country to successfully 

land its lander Vikram on the South Pole of the Moon.   

✓ The lander rolled down a six wheel, 26-kg lunar 

rover named Pragyan onto the moon’s surface.  

✓ Vikram's Landing point on the Moon has been 

named as 'Shiv Shakti ' point. 
➢ The National Institute of Ocean Technology, Chennai 

has developed a manned scientific submersible 

named MATSYA-6000.  

✓ It can carry three humans for a period of 12 hours 

up to a depth of 6,000 meters in the ocean for deep 

sea mining and exploration.   

➢ ISRO successfully launched Singapore's DS-SAR 

satellite and six co-passenger payloads onboard its 

PSLV-C56 rocket on July 30 from Sriharikota, Andhra 

Pradesh.  

JULY 
 

➢ Nomadic Elephant:  Army exercise between Indian 

and Mongolian Army at Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, 17 to 

31 July.  

➢ JIMEX 23: The Japan-India Maritime Exercise 2023 

(JIMEX 23), 5 to 10 July in Bay of Bengal, near 

Visakhapatnam.  

➢ SALVEX-23:  The navies of India and the US carried 

out a 11-day military exercise from June 26 to July 6 

in Arabian Sea near Kochi, Kerala.  

➢ Indo-French MPX:  Indian and French Naval 

warships undertook a Maritime Partnership 

Exercise (MPX) on June 30 near Visakhapatnam in 

the Bay of Bengal.     

➢ The ISRO launched the LVM3-M4 rocket carrying 

Chandrayaan 3 on July 14 from Sriharikota.  The 

Propulsion Module carrying Lander Module named 

Vikram, dropped it on Moon on August 23.  

➢ China launched the country's first open-source 

desktop operating system (OS) named OpenKylin 

1.0, marking a breakthrough in building an 

independent OS software.  

➢ The European Space Agency (ESA) launched its 

spacecraft Euclid on July 1 onboard a SpaceX Falcon 

9 rocket from Cape Canaveral in the USA.  

✓ World’s most advanced space telescope, it was 

placed at the Lagrange point L-2, 15 lakh km 

away from Earth. 
 

 

JUNE 
 

➢ US aerospace major, GE Aerospace, signed a MoU on 

June 22 with Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. to produce 

fighter jet engines for the Indian Air Force.  

✓ GE Aerospace’s F414 engines will be co-produced 

in India to power the Indian Air Force’s Tejas Mk2.  

➢ Mahindra Defence Systems, started delivering 

‘Armado’, India’s first Armoured Light Specialist 

Vehicle (ALSV) to the Indian armed forces.  

✓ It has ballistic protection of high level that can 

easily withstand direct sniper shots or grenade 

attacks.  

➢ ‘Anjadip’, the ASW (Anti-Submarine Warfare) 

Shallow Water Craft (SWC) built by the Garden 
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Reach Shipbuilders, was launched on June 13 at 

Kattupalli, near Chennai. 

➢ Sanshodhak, the last of the four ships of Survey 

Vessels (Large) Project, being built by L&T/ GRSE for 

the Indian Navy, was launched on June 13 at 

Kattupalli, Chennai. 

➢ Varunastra: The Indian Navy carried out a successful 

test on June 6 to destroy an underwater target using 

a Made in India heavyweight Torpedo named 

Varunastra.  

➢ Ex Khaan Quest 2023:  The Indian Army participated 

in the 14 day multinational peacekeeping joint 

exercise held in Mongolia, from June 19. 

➢ Agneyastra-1: The Indian Army’s Northern 

Command concluded a massive military exercise on 

June 19 in eastern Ladakh to showcase India’s fire 

power supremacy.  

➢ Ex Ekuverin: Hosted by India with Maldives’s army 

from June 11 to 24 in Chaubatia, Uttarakhand.  

➢ Maritime Partnership Exercise: India, France, UAE’s 

joint exercise was held on June 7-8 in the Gulf of 

Oman.  

➢ Exercise Komodo:   Indonesia hosted this 

multilateral naval exercise from June 5 to 8 near the 

port town of Makassar in which Indian Navy also 

participated.   

➢ Exercise Ekatha:  Maldives hosted this exercise with 

the Indian Navy’s Marine Commandos (MARCOS) 

from June 4 to July 3 in Maldives.   

➢ Sudarshan Shakti : The Sapta Shakti Command of the 

Indian Army conducted this exercise along the 

western borders in Rajasthan and Punjab from May 

22 to 25.  

➢ The Indian government made a gift of an 

indigenously-built in-service Missile Corvette INS 

Kirpan to Vietnam.   

➢ The Indian Navy collected over 78,000 kg of plastic 

waste in the last year from 58 beaches and over 

2,000 km of coastline, under the Puneet Sagar 

Abhiyaan.  

➢ ISRO launched its NVS-01 satellite onboard it’s heavy 

launch vehicle GSLV-F12 on May 29 from 

Sriharikota.  

✓ The satellite is the first of the second-generation 

satellites envisaged for the NavIC (Navigation 

with Indian Constellation) system.  

✓ For the first time, the NVS-01 will use an 

indigenously developed Rubidium atomic clock to 

know the spacecraft's position within a meter 

space. 

MAY 
 

➢ INSV Tarini, with a six-member crew, including two 

women officers, returned to Indian shores at Goa on 

May 23 after a 17,000 nautical miles long trans-

ocean inter-continental voyage in seven months. 

INSV stands for Indian Naval Sailing Vessel.  

➢ The Indian Navy’s sixth and final Kalvari class 

submarine, Vaghsheer, began its sea trial on May 18.  

➢ A first of its kind Indian Air Force Heritage Centre 

was inaugurated on May 8 in Chandigarh. Spread 

over 17,000 sqft, it depicts IAF’s role in 1965, 1971, 

Kargil wars and the Balakot air strike through murals 

and scale models. 

➢ INS Magar, Landing Ship Tank, amphibious assault 
ship of the Indian Navy was decommissioned on May 
6 at Kochi, after 36 years of glorious service to the 
nation. 

➢ ‘Al-Mohed-Al Hindi-23’: Naval exercise between 
Indian and Saudi Navies was held from May 21- 25 
off the port Al Jubail, Saudi Arabia, in the Persian 
Gulf. 

➢ Samudra Shakti-23:  India-Indonesia naval exercise 

held from May 14 to 19 near Batam Island, Indonesia.  

➢ Indo-Thai CORPAT:  India-Thailand Coordinated 

Patrol held from May 3 to 10 in the Andaman Sea.  

➢ AIME-2023:  INS Satpura and INS Delhi participated 
in the inaugural ASEAN India Maritime Exercise 
(AIME) hosted by Singapore from May 02 to 08 in 
South China Sea near Changi Naval base of 
Singapore.  

➢ Ajeya Warrior 2023: A two-week joint military 

exercise of India and UK started on April 27 at UK’s 

Salisbury Plains in the county of Wiltshire.   

➢ Exercise Buland Bharat: The Indian Armed Forces 
conducted this joint exercise in Tawang, Arunachal 
Pradesh for testing their integrated surveillance and 
firepower capabilities.  

➢ ISRO successfully conducted its first integrated test 
of the 2000 kN semi cryogenic engine on May 10 at 
the newly commissioned Semi Cryogenic Integrated 
Engine & Stage Test facility at the ISRO Propulsion 
Complex (IPRC) in Mahendragiri, Tamil Nadu.  

 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
 

AUGUST 
 

➢ The 15th BRICS Annual Summit was held on Aug 22 

to 24 in Johannesburg, South Africa, under the 

chairmanship of President of South Africa, Cyril 

Ramaphosa.  
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✓ The Group decided to admit six countries as the 

new members including Argentina, Egypt, 

Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and UAE. The 

membership will come into effect on the 1st of 

January 2024. 

➢ A recent report from the World Economic Forum 

revealed that eight countries including Bhutan have 

attained an impressive feat of net zero emissions.  

✓ Bhutan has not only curbed its carbon footprints, 

but has become a carbon sink, absorbing more 

carbon dioxide (CO2) than what it releases.    

➢ According to NASA's Goddard Institute for Space 

Studies, New York, July 2023 was hotter than any 

other month in the global temperature record since 

1880.  

✓ Overall, July 2023 was 0.24 C warmer than any 

other July in NASA's record, and it was 1.18 C 

warmer than the average July temperature 

between 1951-80. 

➢ According to the European Union's climate change 

service, Copernicus, the average daily global sea 

surface temperature reached 20.96 C, in the first 

week of August, beating a 2016 record.  

 

 

JULY 
 

➢ Social Media platform Twitter launched its new logo 

on July 24, dropping the blue bird on its website for 

an X as part of a wider rebranding. Tweets will also 

be replaced and the same will now be called ‘X's’.  

➢ According to the latest Henley Passport Index 

released on July 18, Singapore’s passport now is the 

world's most powerful passport, enabling visa-free 

entry to 192 of 227 worldwide travel destinations.  

✓ India moved up 5 ranks from the previous year, to 

80th spot, with visa-free access to 57 countries.   

➢ The WHO’s cancer agency has deemed the artificial 

sweetener Aspartame, found in diet soda and many 

other foods, as a “possible” cause of cancer 

(carcinogenic).  

✓ Aspartame is a low-calorie artificial sweetener, 

about 200 times sweeter than sugar. A white, 

odourless powder, it is the most widely used 

artificial sweetener. 

➢ To ward off the competition from Twitter, rival 

company Meta, known for Facebook and Instagram, 

launched on June 6 its new microblogging platform 

Threads.  

➢ New Zealand has become the first country in the 

world to enforce a complete ban on thin plastic bags, 

commonly used in supermarkets for fruit and 

vegetable purchases.  

➢ According to data released by the U.S. National 

Center for Environmental Prediction, July 4th was the 

hottest day ever recorded globally. The average 

global temperature on July 4 reached 17.18 degrees 

Celsius.  
 

 

JUNE 
 

➢ France hosted a Summit for a New Global Financing 

Pact on June 22-23 in Paris. Besides the IMF and 

World Bank, more than 300 participants from 

various countries, including India, attended the 

summit.  

➢ The Economist Intelligence Unit, London, ranked 

173 cities around the world on a number of 

significant factors, to compile the Global Liveability 

Index 2023 which was released on June 21. Vienna in 

Austria topped the ranking.   

✓ From India, 5 cities found a place in the Index. 

New Delhi, Mumbai secured 141st spot while 

Bengaluru, Ahmedabad and Chennai were next 

nearby. 

➢ The United Nations adopted a first-ever treaty on 

June 19 to protect marine life in the high seas. The 

193 member nations approved the treaty 

unanimously.  

✓ The treaty named “Biodiversity Beyond National 

Jurisdiction Treaty” or “High Seas Treaty” in short, 

has been made under U.N. Convention on the Law 

of the Sea.   

➢ The 193-member UN General Assembly held 

elections on June 8 to elect the five non-permanent 

members of the UN Security Council for the two-year 

term 2023-24.  

✓ The new members are Mozambique, Switzerland, 

Malta, Ecuador, Japan. Their term will start from Jan 

1, 2023.    

➢ Germany, Europe’s largest economy, slipped into 

recession as last year’s high energy prices pinched 

the consumer spending, slowing down the economy. 

➢ Parts of Western Canada were ravaged by “one of its 

worst wildfire seasons” in the first half of June, 

triggered by the “abnormally high temperatures and 

dry conditions”.  
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MAY 
 

➢ The 42nd Summit of the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations (ASEAN) was held May 10-11 at 

Labuan Bajo in Indonesia. This year’s theme for the 

meeting was “ASEAN Affairs: Epicentrum of Growth”.  

➢ In a key historical event, King Charles III was 

crowned at his Coronation on May 6 in Westminster 

Abbey, London. The Archbishop of Canterbury 

placed the St Edward's 360-year-old Crown on the 

King's head in a special ceremony, after which his 

wife Camilla was crowned as Queen with the Queen 

Mary’s Crown. 

➢ In western Canada thousands of people were forced 

to evacuate their homes, as wildfires raged in parts 

of Alberta and consequent rapid snow melt triggered 

flooding across interior British Columbia.  

 
 

PERSONS IN NEWS 
 

AUGUST 
 

Rajiv Gauba:  Cabinet Secretary, was granted a one-year 

extension by the central govt, making him the longest-

serving cabinet secretary in India’s history.  
 

 

JULY 
 

Admiral Lisa Franchetti:  She has become first woman 

in history to serve as the Chief of Naval Operations and 

member of Joint Chiefs of Staff in the USA.   
 

JUNE 
 

Mukesh Ambani: CMD, Reliance Industries, was 

appointed as the member of Advisory Committee to the 

President of the 28th Session of the Conference of the 

Parties (COP28) to the UNFCCC.  
 

Dr. Tedros Ghebreyesus:  Director-General of the WHO, 

was honoured by the International Olympic Committee 

with the ‘Olympic Order’ for his role in success of Olympic 

Games Tokyo 2020, despite the challenges posed by the 

Covid-19 pandemic.  

MAY 
 

Kami Rita Sherpa: The 53-year-old Nepalese mountain 

guide scaled Mt Everest for a record 28th time on May 23, 

beating his own record of the highest number (27) of 

ascents on the world’s highest (8,848.86 m) peak.  

 

Cristiano Ronaldo:  Forbes list of top 10 highest paid 

athletes, released on May 03, was topped by Footballer 

Cristiano Ronaldo ($136 million). 
 

Ajay Banga:  Indian origin finance/development expert 

was confirmed as the next President of the World Bank.  
 

APPOINTMENTS  
 

AUGUST 
 

Sachin Tendulkar: The Election Commission of India 

appointed the cricketing legend as a "national icon" of the 

poll panel to encourage greater voter participation in the 

forthcoming elections  

Justice Prakash Shrivastava:  Appointed as the 

Chairperson of National Green Tribunal (NGT).  

 

R. Doraiswamy:  Appointed as the Managing Director of 

the Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC). 

 

Sanjay Kumar Agarwal: Appointed as the Chairman of 

the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC).  

 

Srettha Thavisin:  Elected as the Prime Minister of 

Thailand by the country’s parliament. 
 

 

JULY 
 

Tushar Mehta:  Senior advocate has been re-appointed 

as the Solicitor General of India for three more years.  
 

Sat Pal Bhanoo:  Appointed as the new Managing 

Director of the LIC of India.   
 

Manoj Yadava:  Appointed as the new Director General 

of the Railway Protection Force (RPF).  
 

Ms. S Phangnon Konyak:  The lone Nagaland MP in the 

Upper House, was nominated as one of the vice 

chairpersons of the Rajya Sabha. 
 

Rakesh Pal:  Appointed as the 25th Director General of 

the Indian Coast Guard on July 19. 
 

Debadatta Chand:  Assumed charge as MD & CEO of the 

Bank of Baroda. 
 

Kyriakos Mitsotakis:  Re-elected second time as the 

Prime Minister of Greece.  
 

Shavkat Mirziyoyev:  Leader of the Liberal Democratic 

Party was re-elected as the President of Uzbekistan.   
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JUNE 
 

Swaminathan Janakiraman:  SBI managing director has 

been appointed as the Deputy Governor in RBI for a 

period of three years, from the date of joining.   

Ravi Sinha:  A 1988 IPS officer was appointed as the new 

Secretary (Head) of the Research & Analysis Wing 

(RAW). It is the foreign intelligence agency of India. 
 

Nitin Agarwal:  A 1989-batch IPS officer of Kerala cadre, 

was appointed as the new Director General of the Border 

Security Force (BSF). 
 

Amit Agrawal:  1993 batch IAS officer appointed as the 

CEO of the Unique Identification Authority of India  
 

Subodh Kumar Singh:  An IAS officer of 1997 batch 

appointed as the CEO of the National Testing Agency 
 

Girish Chandra Murmu:  The Comptroller and Auditor 

General of India has been re-elected as External Auditor 

of the WHO for a four-year term from 2024 to 2027. 
 

Praveen Kumar Srivastava:  A 1988-batch IAS officer 

(retired) was sworn in as the Central Vigilance 

Commissioner by the President of India on May 29.  
 

K Krithivasan:  Appointed as the new CEO and MD of 

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS).  
 

Ashwani Kumar: Appointed as CEO cum MD of UCO 

Bank, as per a notification from the Ministry of Finance. 
 

Petteri Orpo: The leader of the conservative party in 

Finland, has been elected as the country’s prime minister 

by the parliament. 
 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan:  President of Turkiye was re-

elected for the third successive five-year term.   
 

Dennis Francis:  Trinidad and Tobago’s Ambassador to 

UNO was elected as the President of the 78th session of 

the UN General Assembly on June 01.   
 

Bola Tinubu: Sworn in as the new President of Nigeria. 
 

MAY 
 

R Dinesh:  Elected as the President of the Confederation 

of Indian Industry (CII) for 2023-24.  He is executive vice-

chairman of TVS Supply Chain Solutions.  
 

Siddaramaiah: Veteran Congress leader formally took 

charge as Karnataka’s new Chief Minister on May 20.   
 

Manoj Soni: Veteran educationist was appointed as the 

chairman of Union Public Service Commission (UPSC).  

Praveen Sood:  Senior IPS officer has been appointed as 

the next Director of the Central Bureau of Investigation 

(CBI) for a period of two years.  
 

Siddhartha Mohanty: Appointed as the new chairman of 

LIC by the central government.  
 

Anant Maheshwari:  President of Microsoft India, has 

been appointed as the Chairperson of NASSCOM for the 

period 2023-24.   
 

Ajit Kumar Mohanty:  Appointed as the Chairman of the 

Atomic Energy Commission. 
 

Debadatta Chand:  Appointed as the MD & CEO of the 

Bank of Baroda. 
 

Rajneesh Karnatak:  Appointed as the MD & CEO of the 

Bank of India. 
 

Ms. Linda Yaccarino:  Appointed as the new CEO of 

Twitter. She will focus primarily on business operations, 

while Musk wilI focus on product design and technology.  

 

Santiago Peña: Elected as the President of Paraguay as a 

candidate of the ruling conservative Colorado Party.  
 

AWARDS & HONOURS 
 

AUGUST 
 

69th National Film Awards Announced 

The winners of the 69th National Film Awards for the 

films released in 2021, were announced on Aug 24: 

 

Best Feature Film:  Rocketry: The Nambi 
Effect, by R Madhavan 

Best Popular Film 
Providing Wholesome 
Entertainment: 

RRR by S. S. Rajamouli 

Nargis Dutt Award for 
Best Film on National 
Integration: 

The Kashmir Files by 
Vivek Agnihotri 

Best Hindi Film:   Sardar Udham by Shoojit 
Sircar 

Best Director:  Nikhil Mahajan for 
Godavari (Marathi) 

Best Actor:  Allu Arjun for Pushpa: The 
Rise 

Best Actress:           Alia Bhatt for Gangubai 
Kathiawadi and Kriti 
Sanon for Mimi 

 

 

 



 GYANM GENERAL AWARENESS – DECEMBER 2023                                                                                                                                                                                    57 

JULY 
 

Chevalier De L’orde Des Arts Et Des Lettres:  Carnatic 

vocalist Aruna Sairam and flautist Shashank 

Subramanyam from Tamil Nadu were conferred with this 

prestigious French title on July 15 at Chennai.   
 

 

JUNE 
 

The Gandhi Peace Prize-2021:  Conferred on Gita 

Press, Gorakhpur (UP) for their commendable work over 

the last 100 years towards furthering social and cultural 

transformations among the people, through low priced 

socially useful books.  
 

Jnanpith Award:  Goan writer Damodar Mauzo received 

the country's highest literary honour on May 28 from the 

Governor of Goa.   
 

IIFA Awards announced on May 27 in Abu Dhabi, UAE.   

Best Picture:   Drishyam 2 by Abhishek Pathak 

Best Director:  R Madhavan for Rocketry: The Nambi Effect 

Best Actor: Hrithik Roshan for Vikram Vedha 

Best Actress:  Alia Bhatt for Gangubai Kathiawadi 
 

Palme d’Or:  The coveted award for the Best Film at the 

2023 Cannes Film Festival in Paris was won by French 

Director Ms. Justine Triet for her crime drama “Anatomy 

of a Fall”. 
 

MAY 
 

Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur:  France’s highest 

civilian award was conferred upon Tata Group Chairman 

N Chandrasekaran for his contributions to strengthen the 

trade relationship between India and France.  
 

Dag Hammarskjold Medal:  UN Peacekeeping Force 

honoured posthumously three Indian soldiers by this UN 

award for their meritorious services. 
 

Global Gold Award:  The Green Organization, USA has 

awarded Power Grid Corporation of India Ltd. (PGCIL), a 

Maharatna CPSU of the Ministry of Power, for their 

outstanding work under the CSR scheme.  
 

Filmfare Awards 2023 announced 

The 68th Hyundai Filmfare Awards ceremony was held at 

the Jio Convention Centre, Mumbai on April 28.  

 

Best Film: Gangubai Kathiawadi 

Best Director: Sanjay Leela Bhansali for Gangubai 

Kathiawadi 

Best Actor (Male): Rajkummar Rao for Badhaai Do 

Best Actor (Female): Alia Bhatt, Gangubai Kathiawadi 

Lifetime Achievement Award: Prem Chopra, veteran 

negative role artist 
 

2023 International Booker Prize:  Georgi Gospodinov 

(Bulgarian writer) and Angela Rodel (translator) from 

USA bagged this prestigious prize on May 23 for their 

book ‘Time Shelter’.  
 

OBITUARY 
 

AUGUST 
 

C Radhakrishnan Rao:  One of the world’s most eminent 

statisticians, who spent nearly all of his professional 

career in India, died on August 23 at the ripe age of 103 

years, in the USA.  

 

Bindeshwar Pathak:  Founder of 'Sulabh International', 

a pioneer of public toilets in India, popularly known as 

the “Toilet Man of India”, passed away on August 15 in 

New Delhi, due to cardiac arrest. He was 80.  
 

 

JULY 
 

Oommen Chandy:  Veteran Congress leader and former 

Chief Minister of Kerala, breathed his last on July 18 in a 

Bengaluru clinic.  He was 80 years old. He was elected 

MLA 12 times from Puthuppally, from 1970 to 2021. 
 

 

JUNE 
 

Gitanjali Aiyar:  One of India’s first English female news 

presenters on Doordarshan (DD), passed away on June 7 

at the age of 71.  She served DD for over 30 years.    
 

Gufi Paintal:  Best known for playing ‘Shakuni Mama’ in 

the epic TV serial “Mahabharat”, he passed away on June 

5. He was 79. His real name was Sarabjeet Singh Paintal. 
 

MAY 
 

Nitesh Pandey:  Popular Television character artist, 

passed away on May 24 at the age of 51.  
 

Srichand Hinduja:  The Indian-born billionaire, leader 

of a global business empire and the patriarch of Britain’s 

wealthiest family, died on May 17, aged 87. 
 

Tina Turner: The pioneering rock’n’roll star who 

became a pop behemoth in the 1980s, died on May 24, 

aged 83, at her home in Zurich, Switzerland.  
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PLACES IN NEWS 
 

AUGUST 
 

Dholpur-Karauli Tiger Reserve: The National Tiger 
Conservation Authority granted its approval for the 54th 
tiger reserve in the country.  Located in the Dholpur-
Karauli districts of Rajasthan, it is the fifth Tiger Reserve 
in Rajasthan.   
 

Tulip Garden, Srinagar:  The Indira Gandhi Memorial 
Tulip Garden in Srinagar entered its name in the annals 
of the World Book of Records as Asia’s largest and most 
spectacular garden of its kind.  
 

Mayem Village, Goa:  This village in Goa became the first 

Indian village to compile its own “Biodiversity Atlas”.  

 

Bengaluru:  London based World Cities Culture Forum 

(WCCF) has recently made Bengaluru 41st member of its 

global network of cities, for its commitment to an 

“inclusive and globalised culture”.  

 

Typhoon Doksuri:  China’s capital, Beijing, experienced 

a historic deluge, recording extremely heavy rainfall of 

over 75 cm in just five days, from July 29 to Aug 02.   
 

 

JULY 
 

Byculla Railway Station 

The Byculla railway station of the Central Railway in 

Mumbai received UNESCO’s Asia Pacific Cultural 

Heritage award for its outstanding efforts in restoration 

of bygone heritage architecture.  
 

India’s Biggest Natural Arch 

The Geological Survey of India (GSI) has declared India’s 

biggest “Natural Arch'' in Odisha as a Geo Heritage Site. 

The Natural Arch was found in the dense Chhengapahar 

reserve forest in Sundargarh district.  
 

Mexico:   At least 100 people lost their lives in the second 

half of June in Mexico due to heat stroke related causes as 

temperatures climbed close to 50 degrees Celsius.   
 

JUNE 
 

Cyclone Biparjoy:  The Super Cyclone made landfall on 

coastal districts of Kutch and Saurashtra in northwest 

Gujarat on June 15, causing widespread devastation due 

to heavy rains and high-speed winds of over 100 to 140 

kmph lashing the area.   

Balasore, Bahanaga Rail Accident:  In one of the worst 

rail accidents in the country, around 300 people lost their 

lives and over 900 passengers were injured critically.  
 

MAY 
 

Cyclone Mocha:  Extremely Severe Cyclonic Storm 

Mocha made a landfall along the western coastline of 

Myanmar near Sittwe on May 14 
 

 

SPORTS WORLD 
3 

AUGUST 
 

Anahat Singh, 15-year-old girl from Delhi, clinched the 

gold medal in the U-17 category of the Asian Junior 

Squash Individual Championships, held in Dalian, China.   

 

Shooters Esha Singh and Shiva Narwal clinched the 

10m air pistol mixed team gold on 18th Aug at the ISSF 

World Championship at Baku, Azerbaijan.  

 

Priya Malik made history in women's wrestling by 

winning gold in the 76 kg category in the 2023 U20 World 

Championships in Amman, Jordan.   

✓ Mohit Kumar too, won the gold in men’s 61 Kg 

freestyle category. Antim Panghal won gold in 53 kg 

and Savita won gold in the 62 kg category. 

Indian women’s team of V. Jyothi Surekha, Aditi Swami 

and Parneet Kaur created history by clinching their first 

ever gold medal in the World Archery Championships on 

August 4 in Berlin, Germany. Later, Aditi Swami and 

Ojas Pravin Deotale also won gold in their categories.  

 

Aditya Samant, 17-year-old boy from Pune, achieved the 

title of India’s 83rd Grandmaster.  

 

Asmita Dey (48kg), Unnati Sharma (63kg) and Arun 

Kumar (73kg) won the individual gold medals on July 23 

in their respective categories at the Junior Asia Cup Judo 

Championship in Macau, China. 

 

Hero Asian Hockey Championship (Men): Indian team 

led by captain Harmanpreet Singh, defeated Malaysia 4-3 

in a high-octane final played at Chennai on August 12 to 

lift the Trophy for the fourth time.   

 

Deodhar Trophy:  South Zone lifted the trophy on by 

defeating East zone at the Siechem Ground, Puducherry.   
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D. Gukesh, 17-year-old GM dethroned Viswanathan 

Anand as India’s top-ranked chess player in the live 

world rankings, reaching a live rating of 2755.9. 

 

  INTERNATIONAL 

FIDE Chess World Cup 2023:  Magnus Carlsen of 

Norway beat India's R. Praggnanandhaa in tie-breaks to 

become the world champion at Baku in Azerbaijan.  

 

9th FIFA Women's World Cup:  Spain made history by 

defeating England 1-0 to lift the title for the first time, in 

Sydney on 20th August. The tournament was hosted 

jointly by Australia and New Zealand.  

✓ Aitana Bonmati of Spain won the Golden Ball for the 

“Best Player”.   

✓ Hinata Miyzawa of Japan clinched the Golden Boot 

for being the highest (5) goal scorer.  

✓ Mary A Earps of England won the Golden Glove for 

being the Best Goalkeeper.  

BWF Japan Open 2023, Tokyo:  World no. one, Viktor 

Axelsen of Denmark, won the men's singles title on July 

30 while An Se Young of the Republic of Korea claimed 

the women’s singles title. 
 

JULY 
 

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty won the 

Korea Open Badminton men's doubles title on July 23 at 

Yeosu in S Korea.   
 

R Praggnanandhaa, 17-year-old Indian GM won the V 

Geza Hetenyi Memorial Super GM chess tournament 

2023 on July 19 in Budapest, Hungary.  
 

Sumit Antil scripted a world record in F64 javelin throw 

with a best attempt of 70.83m on July 13 at the World 

Para-Athletics Championship in Paris. Ajeet Singh also 

clinched the gold in F46 javelin throw category.      
 

Rudransh Khandelwal, 19-year-old para-shooter won 

the gold and created a new world record on July 10 in the 

P4 mixed 50m pistol SH1 category at the ISSF World 

Shooting Cup in Osijek (Croatia).  
 

Lakshya Sen clinched the Men's Singles title of the 

Canada Open 2023 badminton tournament in Calgary, 

Canada.  
 

Parth Salunkhe, 19-year-old archer from Satara, 

Maharashtra, became the first Indian male archer to win 

a gold in the recurve category on July 9 at the Youth 

World Championships at Limerick, Ireland.   

Neeraj Chopra clinched the Lausanne Diamond League 

2023 title on June 30 in Switzerland with the best throw 

of 87.66 meters. 
 

India's Dipika Pallikal and Harinder Pal Sandhu won 

the gold medal on June 30 at the Asian Mixed Doubles 

Squash Tournament in Hangzhou, China.  
 

Diksha Dagar, 22-year-old hearing impaired pro golfer 

from Haryana won her second Ladies European Tour at 

the Czech Ladies Open on June 25 at Beroun in Czech 

Republic. 
 

Duleep Trophy:  South Zone defeated the West Zone by 

75 runs to lift the trophy on July 16 in Bengaluru 
 

SAFF Football Championship:  India lifted the trophy 

for the ninth time, beating Kuwait on July 4 in Bengaluru. 
 

Asian Kabaddi Championship:  Indian team led by 

Pawan Sehrawat defeated Iran 42-32 in the final played 

on June 30 in Busan, S. Korea.  
 

Special Olympics World Games 2023:  India ended its 

campaign in Berlin, Germany on June 25 by winning 202 

medals (76 gold, 75 silver and 51 bronze).  
 

AIFF Footballer of the Year 2022-23:  Lallianzuala 

Chhangte from Mizoram won the men’s title while 

Manisha Kalyan from Punjab won the women’s title.  
 

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy secured a Guinness world 

record for the fastest shot by a male player in badminton, 

achieving a speed of 565 kmph with his smash played on 

April 14 this year in a controlled environment at the 

Yonex factory gymnasium at Soka, Saitama in Japan. 

 

Ajit Agarkar, the former Indian fast bowler and a 

veteran cricketer was appointed by the BCCI as chairman 

of the Senior Men’s Cricket Selection Committee on July 

4. 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
 

Tour de France 2023:  The 110th edition of one of the 

toughest most cycle races in the world was won by the 

defending champion Jonas Vingegaard of Denmark.  
 

Wimbledon Tennis Tournament, London 

World number one Carlos Alcaraz, 20, (Spain) ended 

Novak Djokovic's long reign at the Wimbledon by beating 

him to win his first Wimbledon trophy on July 16 in 

London. Earlier, unseeded Marketa Vondrousova from 

the Czech Republic defeated 6th seed Ons Jabeur 

(Tunisia) on July 15 to win Women's singles title.  
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FIH Hockey Pro League 2022-23:  Netherlands won the 

men’s championship by defeating Belgium on July 4 in 

the finals held in Antwerp, Belgium.   
 

JUNE 
 

Doubles pair of Sutirtha Mukherjee and Ayhika 

Mukherjee won the doubles title in the World Table 

Tennis Contender tournament on June 25 in Tunis, 

capital city of Tunisia.    
 

Olympian C A Bhavani Devi from Chennai created 

history on June 19 by securing India’s first-ever medal at 

the Asian Fencing Championships—a bronze -- in the 

women’s sabre event in Wuxi, China. 
 

Amlan Borgohain, bagged two gold medals on June 4, in 

the men's 100 and 200-meter races at the Flanders Cup 

2023 athletics meet, known as the International Antwerp 

Athletics Gala, in Merksem, Belgium. 
 

H S Prannoy, India’s ace shuttler clinched the Malaysia 

Masters singles badminton title on May 28 by defeating 

Weng Hong Yang of China in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.  

Intercontinental Football Cup:  Indian men's senior 

football team led by the captain Sunil Chhetri lifted the 

cup with a 2-0 victory over Lebanon in the final played on 

June 18 at Kalinga Stadium, Bhubaneswar in Odisha.   

Indonesia Open (Badminton):Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 

and Chirag Shetty scripted history by becoming India's 

first ever doubles pair to win this prestigious tournament 

on June 18, in Jakarta, Indonesia.  
 

Women's Junior Hockey Asia Cup:  India defeated four-

time champions South Korea 2-1 to win their first Asia 

cup on June 11 in Kakamigahara, Japan.  
 

FIH Pro League 2022-23:  Indian hockey team led by 

Harmanpreet Singh defeated Argentina 2-1 in its final 

match in Eindhoven, the Netherlands on June 11.  
 

Third Khelo India University Games concluded in 

Varanasi on June 04 at the IIT BHU campus. Panjab 

University, Chandigarh emerged the champion with an 

overall tally of 69 medals.   
 

Asia Cup Hockey:  India’s junior men’s hockey team won 

the cup for the fourth time by beating Pakistan 2-1 in the 

finals played on June 01 at Salalah, Oman.  
 

16th IPL Tournament:  Chennai Super Kings, led by M S 

Dhoni, won its 5th IPL title by defeating defending 

champions Gujarat Titans by 5 wickets in the finals 

played on May 29 in Ahmedabad.   
 

First Janjatiya Khel Mahotsav was held in Kalinga 

Institute of Social Sciences, Bhubaneswar, June 9 to 12.  
 

37th National Games:  The mascot for the games was 

unveiled on June 18 in Goa. Named ‘Moga’, it represents 

Goa’s state animal Bison, a kind of wild buffalo.  
 

INTERNATIONAL 

Cristiano Ronaldo, the charismatic Football star was 

awarded a Guinness World Record on June 21 for making 

the highest number, 200, international appearances for 

Portugal.  

 

World Squash Championship:  Egypt won the 

championship by beating Malaysia 2-1 in the final played 

on June 17 in Chennai.  

 

First FIFA U-20 World Cup 2023:  Uruguay beat Italy 1-

0 to win its first FIFA U-20 cup on June 11 in La Plata, 

Argentina.  

 

ICC World Test Championship:  Australia defeated 

India by 209 runs on June 11 in the final played at Oval, 

in England.   

French Open 2023:  The second grand slam of tennis 

concluded on June 11 in Paris.   

Novak Djokovic of Serbia created history by becoming 

the first man to reach the coveted 23 grand slam title by 

defeating Casper Ruud (Norway) in the men’s singles 

final on June 11.  

Iga Swiatek of Poland won the Women’s Singles crown 

by defeating Czech Karolina Muchova. 
 

MAY 
 

Murali Sreeshankar and Jeswin Aldrin, long jumpers 

from India, won gold and silver, respectively, on May 24 

at the International Jumping Meet at Kallithea in Greece.   
 

Neeraj Chopra, India's Tokyo Olympics gold medallist, 

reached the top of the latest men's javelin throw rankings 

issued by the World Athletics.  
 

Divya TS and Sarabjot Singh won gold in the 10m air 

pistol mixed team event at the ISSF World Cup at Baku in 

Azerbaijan.  
 

V. Prraneeth, 15-year-old Chess player from Telangana 

became India’s 82nd Grandmaster on May 11 by winning 

his third GM norm at the Baku Open 2023.  
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Pair of Mairaj Ahmad Khan and Ms. Ganemat Sekhon 

won gold on April 30 in the skeet mixed team event at the 

ISSF Shotgun World Cup in Cairo, Egypt. 
 

Sumit Nagal won the Rome Challenger (ATP Roma 

Garden Open) tennis tournament beating Jesper De Jong 

of Netherland on April 30 in Rome, Italy.   
 

South Asian Youth Table Tennis Championship 2023 

was held in Itanagar, capital of Arunachal Pradesh from 

May 15 to 17. Indian boys and girls made a clean sweep 

by winning gold in all the 10 categories in under 15 and 

under 19 age groups. 
 

Asia Cup-World Ranking Tournament, Stage 

II:  Indian archery men and women teams emerged at the 

top of the medal tally with 7 Gold medals, 5 Silver and 2 

bronze in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. The tournament ended 

on May 5. 
 

Indian girls bagged 10 gold, 4 silver and 3 bronze 

medals in various categories in the Moscow Wushu Stars 

Championship held in Moscow in the first week of May. 
 

2023 Badminton Asia Championship: Chirag Shetty 

and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy pair scripted history by 

winning the men’s doubles title on April 30, in Dubai. This 

was India’s first doubles title after 1965. 

The 3rd Khelo India University Games were 

inaugurated on May 25 in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh for the 

under-27 category. Game’s mascot was Jitu, the 

Barasingha.  
 

The BCCI signed a new partnership deal with global 

sportswear brand Adidas, which will run till March 2028, 

for being the sole supplier of all "match, training and 

travel wear" for the men's, women's and youth teams.  
 

INTERNATIONAL  
 

Luca Brecel, 28-year-old Belgian snooker player, won 

the World Snooker Championship for the first time on 

May 01 at the Crucible in Sheffield, England. 
 

Ding Liren : New world Chess Champion 

China’s Ding Liren was crowned as the 17th world rapid 

chess champion on April 30 in FIDE World Championship 

2023 in Astana, Kazakhstan.  
 

Italian Open Tennis Tournament:  Daniil Medvedev of 

Russia clinched his maiden clay court title while Elena 

Rybakina of Kazakhstan won the women's singles title. 
 

The Annual Laureus Sports Awards 2022 announced 

on May 8 in Paris.    

World Sportsman of the Year Award: Lionel Messi   

World Sportswoman of the Year: Shelly-Ann Fraser-

Pryce, ace sprinter from Jamaica  

World Team of the Year Award: Argentina Men’s 

Football Team, winner of 2022 FIFA World Cup 

World Breakthrough of the Year Award: Carlos 

Alcaraz, 20-year-old tennis champion from Spain, winner 

of 2022 US Open, reached top rank on Sep 12, 2022 
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   Model Test For  
      General / Economy / 
       Banking Awareness  
 

 
 

OCTOBER GK TEST - 01 

 
1.  Shri Indra Sena Reddy Nallu, a senior BJP 

leader from Telangana, has been appointed as 
Governor of which state?         
a. Madhya Pradesh   b. Meghalaya  
c. Assam    d. Kerala  
e. Tripura 

2.   October 14 is observed as World Standards 
Day. Indian standards body, Bureau of Indian 
Standards, is located in which city?   
a. Jaipur    b. Noida  
c. Cuttack    d. Chennai  
e. Delhi 

3.  The 2023 Nobel Prize for Medicine or 
Physiology has been awarded to two scientists 
for their work and research that enabled the 
creation of __________ vaccines against Covid-19:        
a. DNA    b. Viral  
c. Protein    d. mRNA  
e. Neuron 

4.  Three ancient sacred Hoysala temples located 
in Belur, Halebidu, and Somanathapura have 
been listed as the 42nd UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in India. They are located in 
which state?              
a. West Bengal   b. Karnataka  
c. Madhya Pradesh   d. Chhattisgarh  
e. Tamil Nadu 

5.   Mondo Duplantis, star athlete from Sweden is 
the reigning world and Olympic champion in 
which event?   
a. Triple jump   b. High jump  
c. Shot put    d. Pole vault  
e. Discuss throw  

6.   2023 SASTRA Ramanujan Prize has been 
awarded to mathematician Ruixiang Zhang 
(from China).  The SASTRA university is 
located at which place?     
a. Tiruchirapalli   b. Thanjavur  
c. Pudukottai    d. Karaikudi  
e. Perambur 

 

7.   RBI approved the re-appointment of 
Sashidhar Jagdishan as the MD & CEO of which 
bank for next three years?   
a. HDFC Bank   b. ICICI Bank  
c. Axis Bank    d. PNB  
e. IDBI Bank 

8.   What is the name of the indigenously-
manufactured self-neutralising anti-tank 
mines, 600 of which were recently inducted in 
the Indian Army?      
a. Prahaar    b. Vinashini  
c. Vibhav    d. Vikrant  
e. Pralay 

9.   The Parliament passed the Constitution 
(128th Amendment) Bill, 2023 called Nari 
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam on Sep 21.  A bill to 
provide reservation for women was first 
placed in the Parliament in _______?            
a. 1987    b. 1992  
c. 1996    d. 1999  
e. 2002 

10.  In which of the following types of banking, the 
banks offer all types of financial services to 
expand their business? 
a. Narrow banking    b. Social baking 
c. Universal banking   d. Wholesale banking 
e. Retail banking   

11.   The UN Sendai Framework concerns the 
a. Elimination of poverty globally   
b. Protection of endangered species 
c. Disarmament of chemical weapons stockpiles  
d. Efforts to mitigate the effects of climate change 
e. Preparedness for mitigation of natural disaster 
effects 

12.  What is the name of India's first AI chatbot 
launched for the farmers by the government 
on Sep 21?          
a. Krishi Mantra   b. Kheti Sakha  
c. Krishi Mitra   d. Kisan e-Mitra  
e. Kisan Bandhu 

13.  The Government has instituted a new set of 
National Awards titled ‘Rashtriya Vigyan 
Puraskar’ for recognising outstanding 
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contributions in the field of science, 
technology and innovation. It will be awarded 
in how many domains?         
a. 7     b. 9  
c. 11     d. 13  
e. 15 

14.  A colossal 108-feet tall statue of the eighth-
century Hindu philosopher and saint - ‘Adi 
Shankaracharya’ was unveiled on Sep 21 in 
which place?            
a. Ujjain    b. Vidisha  
c. Puri    d. Omkareshwar  
e. Dwarka 

15.  Biswanath Ghat, a riverfront in ________has 
been bestowed with the prestigious title of 
"Best Tourism Village of India 2023" by the 
union ministry of tourism:          
a. Meghalaya    b. West Bengal  
c. Assam    d. Sikkim  
e. Bihar 

16.   According to a report released by the 
Canadian think tank Fraser Institute on Sep 
19, Singapore pushed which country to 
second place to claim the title of the world’s 
freest economy?       
a. Sweden    b. Hong Kong  
c. Iceland    d. New Zealand  
e. Norway 

17.  Legendary __________ exponent, Saroja 
Vaidyanathan, passed away on Sep 21 in New 
Delhi:         
a. Vichitra Veena   b. Bharatnatyam  
c. Dadra    d. Kathakali  
e. Thumri 

18.   The Indian Air Force and Drone Federation of 
India co-hosted a mega exhibition “Bharat 
Drone Shakti - 2023” on Sep 25-26 at which 
Air Force Station?          
a. Hailakandi    b. Tezpur  
c. Barapani    d. Hasimara  
e. Hindon 

19.  The formal opening ceremony for the 19th 
Asian Games 2023 was held on September 23 
in Hangzhou (China). What is the name of the 
emblem of these games?          
a. Flowing Winds   b. Whistling Meadows  
c. Surging Tides   d. Rising Stars  
e. Shining Stars 

20.  The issue of new shares at a price to existing 
shareholders, in a ratio to shares already held 
by them, is known as__________? 
a. Preference shares  b. Rights issue 
c. Bonus issue  
d. Cumulative preference shares 
e. None of the given options is true 

 
 

21.   Examine the following statements labelled A 
and B: 
Assertion (A): The maximum possible strength of 
the Council of Ministers cannot exceed 15% of the 
legislative strength of the house.  
Reasoning (R): This limit has been imposed by a 
Constitutional Amendment Act in this regard.  
Select the right option: 
a. Both A and R are correct and R correctly 
explains A.  
b. Both A and R are correct but R does not 
correctly explain A.  
c. A is correct but R is wrong.   
d. R is correct but A is wrong.   
e. Both A and R are wrong 

22.   This year's Nobel prize in Economics has been 
awarded to Ms. Claudia Goldin, an economic 
historian, for her work on women's 
employment and pay.  She hails from which 
country?              
a. Finland    b. Brazil  
c. Australia    d. USA  
e. Mexico 

23.   Recently, an US spacecraft OSIRIS-REx 
brought a sample of rubble from which 
asteroid to Earth on Sep 24?   
a. Eros    b. Bennu  
c. Ryugu    d. Vesta  
e. Ida 

24.  Veteran actor Waheeda Rehman has been 
honoured with the Dadasaheb Phalke 
Lifetime Achievement Award. What is the 
amount of cash prize in this award?    
a. Rs 2 lakh     b. Rs 5 lakh  
c. Rs 10 lakh    d. Rs 15 lakh  
e. No cash prize 

25.   A first-of-its-kind Hydrogen Fuel Cell Bus was 
launched on Sep 25 in which city?          
a. Pune    b. Gandhinagar  
c. Gwalior    d. Visakhapatnam  
e. New Delhi 

26. Which RBI Deputy Governor has been granted 
one-year service extension with effect from 
October 9, 2023?             
a. T. Rabi Sankar   b. M. Rajeshwar Rao   
c. Michael Patra   d. Janakiraman  
e. M K Jain 

27.  India’s first ever Lighthouse Festival was held 
on Sep 23–25 at Fort Aguada lighthouse in 
which state?        
a. Gujarat    b. Kerala  
c. Odisha    d. Goa  
e. Maharashtra 

28.   The National Tiger Conservation Authority 
recently approved Veerangana Durgavati 
Tiger Reserve in which state?    
a. Uttar Pradesh   b. Madhya Pradesh  
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c. Chhattisgarh   d. Gujarat  
e. Maharashtra 

29.  The first unit of the LCA Tejas twin seater 
aircraft was handed over to the Indian Air 
Force on Oct 04 at Bengaluru by the 
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited.  What type of 
aircraft is this?   
i) Light Combat Aircraft  
ii) Jet trainer   
iii) Fighter Jet  
iv) Light Cargo 
Select the correct option:       
a. Only i)    b. Only ii)  
c. Only iv)        d. Both i) and iii)  
e. All i), ii) and iii) 

30.  The World Intellectual Property Organisation 
(WIPO) released the Global Innovation Index 
(GII) 2023 on Sep 27. It is based in which city?     
a. Geneva    b. Oslo  
c. Rome    d. Vienna  
e. Brussels 

31.   A micro enterprise is an enterprise where 
investment in plant and machinery does not 
exceed Rs. ____ crore and annual turnover do 
not exceed Rs. ____ crore.  
a. One and Three   b. Two and Five 
c. Two and Ten   d. One and Five 
e. Five and Ten 

32.  Tracking and maneuvering of the satellites 
launched by ISRO is done by ISRO Telemetry, 
tracking and Command Network - ISTRAC. 
Where are the headquarters of ISTRAC?    
a. New Delhi    b. Bengaluru 
c. Mumbai    d. Chennai  
e. Hyderabad   

33.  Dr M S Swaminathan, renowned agricultural 
scientist, passed away on Sep 28. He was 
honoured with a number of coveted awards. 
Which one of the following was not conferred 
on him?      
a. Padma Shri   b. Padma Bhushan   
c. Padma Vibhushan   
d. Ramon Magsaysay award  
e. World Food Prize  

34.  In the latest World University by Times 
Higher Education magazine, a record 91 
Indian universities have made it to the list. 
Which Indian institute scored the highest 
rank in India?   
a. IIT Bombay   b. IIT Madras  
c. IISc, Bangalore   d. JNU Delhi  
e. IIM, Ahmedabad 

35.  The Indian Air Force welcomed the arrival of 
the first of six brand-new Dornier Do-228 
aircraft on Sep 27.  It has been supplied by 
which country?   
a. USA    b. Israel  

c. France    d. Spain  
e. None of these 

36.   Tech giant Google has introduced an 
earthquake alert system for Android users in 
India to provide timely warnings about 
earthquakes. Which branch of science is 
associated with the study of earthquakes?        
a. Etymology    b. Seismology  
c. Cosmology    d. Terragraphy  
e. Topography 

37.   What are the names of the two mascots for the 
2023 Cricket World Cup in India, announced 
by the ICC?         
a. Veera and Sheru   b. Blaze and Tonk  
c. Fury and Bro   d. Glaze and Prono  
e. Raimee and Victo 

38.   The World Health Organisation (WHO) 
recommended on Oct 02 a new vaccine, 
R21/Matrix-M, for the prevention of which 
disease?         
a. Smallpox    b. Bird Flu  
c. Malaria    d. Ebola  
e. Chikungunya 

39.   The closing ceremony of the 19th Asian 
Games was held on Oct 08 at the Hangzhou 
Olympics Stadium in China. Indian contingent 
secured a record, highest ever,  ________ medals 
in the event:       
a. 91     b. 93  
c. 97     d. 103  
e. 107 

40.  Up to what amount education loans for 
individuals are eligible for classification 
under priority sector? 
a. Rs.  4 lakh     b. Rs. 6 lakh 
c. Rs. 10 lakh    d. Rs. 20 lakh 
e. No such limit   

41.  What is the name of the govt. scheme for 
establishment of residential schools for girls 
in rural areas? 
a. Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalya  
b. Beti Bachao Balika Vidyalya  
c. Indira Gandhi Awaas Vidyalya   
d. Kasturba Gandhi Aawasiya Vidyalaya 
e. Indira Awaasiya Shikshan Kendra 

42.    Nagorno-Karabakh, a disputed territory 
spread over roughly 4,400 sq km, was in the 
news recently due to the eruption of violent 
armed conflict in the area. It lies in which 
country?          
a. Armenia     b. Georgia  
c. Azerbaijan    d. Turkiye  
e. Iran 

43.  The 2023 Nobel Prize in Physics has been 
awarded for research in experimental 
methods that generate attosecond pulses of 
light for the study of ____________:          
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a. Electrons    b. Neutrons  
c. Atoms    d. Protons   
e. Molecules 

44.  With which country India hosted the 11th 
annual joint military exercise “Sampriti-XI” at 
Umroi in Meghalaya from Oct 03 to 16? 
a. Nepal    b. Sri Lanka  
c. Bangladesh   d. USA  
e. Mongolia 

45.   The Government notified on Oct 04 the 
constitution of the National __________ Board.          
a. Coriander    b. Cardamom   
c. Turmeric    d. Ginger  
e. Garlic 

46.   Which batsman created history on Oct 11 
scoring highest (554) sixes in international 
cricket?   
a. Chris Gayle        b. Virat Kohli  
c. Shahid Afridi   d. Rohit Sharma  
e. Brendon McCullum 

47.   Sikkim was devastated by flash floods on 
October 4 in which over 103 persons were 
reported missing.   What caused these flash 
floods?         
i)  Cloud burst over Lhonak Lake  
ii) Massive avalanche in upper Sikkim  
iii) Breach of Lhonak Lake 
iv)  Breach of Chungthang dam  
Select the correct option: 
a. i followed by ii    
b. Only ii and iii  
c. ii followed by iv  
d. i followed by iii and iv   
e. All four factors 

48.  Which of the following is a market for short 
term securities transactions?   
a. Security Market    
b. Debt Market 
c. Money Market    
d. Capital Market 
e. Secondary Market 

49.   The famous Manas Biosphere Reserve is 
located in which state? 
a. Manipur      
b. Nagaland 
c. Assam      
d. Sikkim 
e. Mizoram  

50.   The regulatory authority for Cooperative 
Banks and Regional Rural Banks in India 
is/are  
a. RBI    
b. Ministry of Rural Development 
c. NABARD     
d. Both A and C  
e. IBA 

 

OCTOBER GK TEST - 02 

 
1.   World soccer body FIFA granted hosting rights 

for the 2030 Football World Cup jointly to 
Morocco, ________ and Portugal on Oct 04:             
a. Egypt    b. Libya  
c. Saudi Arabia   d. Algeria  
e. Spain 

2.   The Indian Air Force celebrated its 91st 
anniversary on Oct 08 at Air Force Station 
Bamrauli.  It is in which state?       
a. Madhya Pradesh   b. Rajasthan  
c. Uttar Pradesh   d. Karnataka  
e. Bihar 

3.   2023 Nobel Prize in Chemistry has been 
awarded to three scientists for their discovery 
and synthesis of quantum dots.  This discovery 
has contributed significantly to the technology 
of _________ :   
a. Micro chips   b. Nano fibres  
c. Quantum mechanics   
d. QLED TVs and LED lamps  
e. CT Scan and MRI 

4.   In which country a severe earthquake on Oct 7 
devastated the city of Herat, claiming over 
2,400 lives?     
a. Afghanistan   b. Turkiye  
c. Iran     d. Iraq  
e. Syria 

5.   Gaza Patti was in news recently as militants of 
Hamas from there launched a massive ghastly 
attack on Israel. It is located on which side of 
Israel?    
a. Northern    b. Western  
c. Eastern    d. Southern  
e. South Western 

6.   The largest Hindu temple in the USA, and the 
second largest in the world, next only to 
Angkor Wat in Cambodia, opened its doors on 
Oct 8 in the small township of Robbinsville, in 
which US state?      
a. Florida    b. Ohio  
c. California    d. Michigan  
e. New Jersey 

7.   The Competition Commission of India hosted 
the 8th BRICS International Competition 
Conference (BRICS ICC) on Oct 11-13 in which 
city?             
a. Bhubaneswar   b. Kohima  
c. New Delhi    d. Mt Abu  
e. Wayanad 

8.   Dr. Gagandeep Kang, a leading vaccine 
researcher from India, was formally inducted 
as a Member of the US National Academy of 
Medicine in Washington on 9th October.  She 
is a renowned researcher in diseases 
associated with which field?   
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a. Influenza     b. Measles  
c. Polio    d. Diarrhoea  
e.  Hepatitis 

9.  The Annual Joint Humanitarian Assistance and 
Disaster Relief (HADR) Exercise (AJHE-23) 
‘Chakravat’ was held on Oct 09–11 in which 
place?     
a. Goa     b. Visakhapatnam  
c. Kochi    d. Navi Mumbai  
e. Chennai  

10.  Sri Lanka hosted the 23rd meeting of the 
Council of Ministers of the Indian Ocean Rim 
Association (IORA) on Oct 11 in which city?     
a. Trincomalee   b. Hambantota    
c. Batticaloa    d. Jaffna  
e. None of these 

11.   In a major initiative in the aviation sector, 
which Indian airport commissioned a 
specialised Disabled Aircraft Recovery Kit 
(DARK) on Oct 09, becoming the first airport 
in Asia to have such a facility?      
a. Indira Gandhi International Airport, New Delhi  
b. Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport, 
Mumbai 
c. Rajiv Gandhi International Airport, Hyderabad  
d. Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose International 
Airport, Kolkata 
e. Shahid Bhagat Singh International Airport, 
Chandigarh 

12.   The term secondary market is associated with 
___________ : 
a. Initial Public Offer    
b. Stock exchange activities  
c. Buyback of shares  
d. Retail investors  
e. B and D 

13.    Which of the following is not a Rabi Crop?  
a. Wheat     b. Barley  
c. Oilseeds     d. Maize  
e. Gram  

14.   The Norwegian Nobel Committee announced 
on Oct 06 to award the 2023 Nobel Peace 
Prize to Narges Mohammadi for___________:       
a. Her fight against the oppression of women  
in Iran  
b. Her struggle for education of women in 
Afghanistan 
c. Her fight for equal rights for women in Iraq  
d. Her outstanding work for upliftment of poor 
women in Ethiopia 
e. None of these 

15.  President of _________, Samia Suluhu Hassan 
arrived in New Delhi on Oct 8 on a four-day 
State visit to India:         
a. Nigeria    b. Kenya  
c. Tanzania    d. Ethiopia  
e. Namibia 

16.  India launched “Operation ________" on Oct 11 
to facilitate the return of Indians from Israel:           
a. Mitra    b. Ajay  
c. Vijay    d. Sakha  
e. Swadesh 

17.  In the Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2023 
released on October 12, which country was 
placed at the top for the least hunger levels?   
a. Austria    b. Italy  
c. Iceland    d. Kuwait  
e. None scored first rank 

18.   Manohar Singh Gill, a former 
_____________breathed his last on Oct 15 at a 
hospital in New Delhi:        
a. Chief Vigilance Commissioner  
b. Chairman, Railway Board  
c. Chief Election Commissioner  
d. Chairman, UIDAI  
e. Chief Information Commissioner 

19.  US space agency NASA launched its spacecraft 
Psyche on Oct 13 for which mission?        
a. Establishing a deep probe space telescope  
b. To explore the asteroid belt between Mars and 
Jupiter 
c. To study the largest moon of Jupiter 
d. To explore a distant metallic asteroid   
e. To study the release of Solar flares by the Sun 

20.  The International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
held its 141st Session on Oct 16 in which 
Indian city?        
a. Hyderabad   b. Mumbai  
c. Gandhinagar   d. Gurugram  
e. Bengaluru 

21.   To obtain their Net Demand and Time 
Liabilities, banks subtract __________ from their 
Gross Demand and Time Liabilities. 
a. The money lying as Cash Reserve Ratio  
b. The money lying in inter-bank deposits 
c. The money lying in Recurring Deposits 
d. The amount of staff loans 
e. The money lying in Current Accounts 

22.   Where are the headquarters of National Green 
Tribunal located?  
a. New Delhi     b. Gwalior 
c. Nagpur     d. Bengaluru  
e. Hyderabad   

23.  World Students’ Day on October 15 marks the 
birthday of which great personality?    
a. Greta Thunberg  
b. Malala Yousufjai  
c. Rabindra Nath Tagore  
d. Martin Luther King  
e. APJ Abdul Kalam 

24.   Who has been appointed India’s permanent 
representative to the United Nations (UN) and 
other international organisations in Geneva, 
Switzerland?   
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a. Vinay Kwatra   b. Saurabh Kumar  
c. Sanjay Verma   d. Arindam Bagchi  
e. Dammu Ravi 

25.   The government notified the ‘One Nation One 
Student ID’ scheme, known as ‘APAAR’ on Oct 
11.  What does the first ‘A’ in the acronym 
APAAR stand for?       
a. All     b. Applied  
c. Academic    d. Automated  
e. Activated  

26.  To enhance the quality of life in the peri-
urban areas around which city, the Asian 
Development Bank approved a loan of $181 
million?    
a. Pune    b. Guwahati  
c. Bhubaneswar   d. Visakhapatnam  
e. Ahmedabad 

27.   The two CPSEs, Ircon International Limited 
(IRCON) and RITES Ltd (RITES), under the 
Ministry of ________, have become 15th and 
16th Navratna, respectively:       
a. Rural Development  b. Tribal Affairs  
c. Railways     
d. Space and Technology  
e. Telecommunications 

28.   Jon Fosse has been awarded the 2023 Nobel 
Prize in Literature for his innovative plays 
and prose which give voice to the unsayable.  
He hails from which country?           
a. Armenia    b. Serbia  
c. Norway    d. Morocco   
e. Colombia 

29.   Which F1 driver added his name to the 
honourable list of Formula One triple world 
champions on October 08?         
a. Sebastian Vettal   b. Lewis Hamilton  
c. Fernando Alonso    d. Max Verstappen  
e. Sergio Perez 

30.  The deliberate reduction in the value of a 
country’s currency with respect to a foreign 
currency due to government action is known 
as 
a. Currency Depreciation  
b. Currency Revaluation 
c. Currency Depression   
d. Currency Devaluation  
e. Currency Deflation 

31.   Popularly known as the "Oscars of science”, 
the Breakthrough Prizes are given in three 
fields. Which of the following is not one of 
them? 
a.  Fundamental Physics   
b.  Life Science  
c.  Chemistry   
d.  Mathematics 
e.  None of these  

 

32.  The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
approved on Oct 18 the increase in the 
Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for all six 
mandated Rabi Crops for Marketing Season 
2024-25. Which of these six enjoys the highest 
MSP of Rs. 6,425/qtl.?     
a. Mustard    b. Gram  
c. Barley    d. Masur  
e. Safflower    

33.   The New York based consultancy firm Mercer 
along with CFA Institute, USA released on 
October 17 their 15th Global Pension Index 
for 47 countries. The Index placed which 
country at the top with the highest score of 
85?          
a. Sweden    b. The Netherlands  
c. Denmark    d. Iceland  
e. Canada 

34.  Shri Raghubar Das has been appointed as the 
Governor of Odisha, by the President of India. 
He is a former chief minister of which state?      
a. Bihar    b. Tripura  
c. Jharkhand    d. Assam  
e. Chhattisgarh 

35.   The 4/5 Gorkha Rifles of the Indian Army won 
a gold medal at the Cambrian Patrol Exercise 
held on Oct 13-15 in ________:  
a. France    b. England  
c. Scotland    d. Georgia  
e. Denmark  

36.  Country's first Regional Rapid Transit System 
(RRTS) was launched on Oct 20 at which 
place?       
a. Ghazipur    b. Sahibabad  
c. Daulatpur    d. Noida  
e. Ghaziabad 

37.  The Board for Financial Supervision was 
constituted in _________ as a committee of the 
Central Board of Directors of the Reserve 
Bank of India. 
a. November 1992   b. November 1999 
c. November 1996   d. November 1993 
e. November 1994 

38.   Which of the following institutions is not a 
subsidiary of Reserve Bank of India? 
a. National Housing Bank (NHB. 
b. Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee 
Corporation of India (DICGC. 
c. Bharatiya Reserve Bank Note Mudran Private 
Limited (BRBNMPL) 
d. Reserve Bank Information Technology Private 
Limited (ReBIT) 
e. None of the given options is true 

39.  The MCLR regime of the Reserve Bank of India 
is related to    
a. Interest rates on bank loans  
b. Liquidity norms followed by the banks 
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c. Capital adequacy   
d. Cash reserve ratio maintenance 
e. Interest rates on bank deposits 

40.  Justice J C Shah Commission was formed to 
look into which issue? 
a. Anti Sikh riots in Delhi 
b. Assassination of Indira Gandhi 
c. Assassination of Rajiv Gandhi 
d. Excesses committed during Emergency 
e. Babri Masjid demolition incident 

41.   Kalbelia & Ghoomer are the popular folk-
dance forms of which state?  
a. Rajasthan     b. Gujarat 
c. Madhya Pradesh   d. Haryana 
e.  Chhattisgarh  

42.  As per Indian constitution, what is the 
maximum permissible interval between two 
sessions of parliament or state assembly?  
a. 2 months    b. 3 months 
c. 4 months    d. 6 months 
e. No such limit  

43.   Dhordo village in Gujarat was recognised as 
one of the Best Tourism Villages by the United 
Nations World Tourism Organization.  It lies 
in which district of Gujarat?    
a. Jamnagar    b. Junagarh   
c. Kutch    d. Bharuch  
e. Mehsana 

44.  Sakharov Prize is awarded by which 
organisation for defending freedom of 
thought and human rights?     
a. Amnesty International  
b. Voice of Women  
c. European Commission  
d. Norwegian Peace Foundation 
e. European Parliament 

45.  Tech giant Google launched a new programme 
called DigiKavach on Oct 19 for which 
purpose?   
a. To combat online financial frauds  
b. To provide digital security solutions  
c. To develop antivirus solutions 
d. To develop digital surveillance equipments  
e. None of these 

46.  Unnati Hooda, who won the Abu Dhabi 
Masters 2023 on Oct 22, is a noted player 
from which sports?    
a. Chess    b. Badminton  
c. Carrom    d. Table Tennis  
e. Squash 

47.  Open Market Operations are conducted by the 
________ : 
a. Reserve Bank of India    
b. Primary market dealers  
c. Merchant bankers 
d. Securities Exchange Board of India  
e. Commercial Banks 

48.  A Venture Capitalist provides ________ :  
a. Soft loan for a new, unproven business idea  
b. Capital for a new, unproven business idea 
c. Technology for new companies  
d. Bank guarantee for a new business idea  
e. Both A and B 

49.  If we subtract the amount of "interest 
payments" from the amount of fiscal deficit of 
the government, what would be the 
remaining? 
a. Physical Deficit    b. Primary Deficit 
c. Net Deficit    d. Capital Deficit 
e. None of these 

50.  Which Indian city is also popularly known as 
“Scotland of India”? 
a. Kodagu    b. Kochi  
c. Trichi    d.  Ooty  
e. Munnar 
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OCTOBER 2023 

1. Which national day is observed on Oct 31 to 

celebrate the birthday of Sardar Vallabhbhai 

Patel? Rashtriya Ekta Diwas   

2. October 31 is observed all over the world as World 

_______Day:  Cities 

3. October 29 is observed as World Psoriasis Day.  

Psoriasis affects which part of body?  Skin 

4. What is the theme of this year’s World 

Occupational Therapy Day observe3d on Oct 27? 

Unity through Community 

5. Which day of October is observed as World Day for 

Audio-visual Heritage?  27th  

6. Infantry Day on October 27 salutes the valour 

shown by our soldiers in which battle?  1947 

battle with Pakistan 

7.  World Sustainability Day is observed on which 

Wednesday of October?  Fourth 

8. The 37th National Games were inaugurated on Oct 

26 at which place in Goa?  Fatorda 

9. The Indian Army’s first vertical wind tunnel 

(VWT) was inaugurated on Oct 25 at which place?  

Bakloh near Chamba, Himachal Pradesh 

10. Which international organisation is associated 

with the celebration of World Polio Day on Oct 24?   

Rotary International  
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11. World Development Information Day is observed 

on which day of October?  24th  

12. Which international day on Oct 24 marks the 

anniversary of the establishment of the United 

Nations on this day in 1945?  The United Nations 

Day 

13. The Asian Development Bank approved a $175 

million loan to which Indian state to improve road 

connectivity and enhance climate resilience of 

roads in the state?  Madhya Pradesh 

14. October 23 is observed as International Snow 

Leopard Day. It is the state animal of which Indian 

state?  Himachal Pradesh 

15. Which joint bilateral military training exercise 

was held between the Indian and the Malaysian 

Army, from Oct 23 to Nov 05?  Exercise Harimau 

Shakti 2023 

16. Exercise Harimau Shakti 2023 was held at which 

place?  Umroi Cantonment, Meghalaya 

17. Name the legendary Indian spinner who passed 

away on Oct 23 in Delhi:  Bishan Singh Bedi 

18. Celebration of Mole Day on Oct 23 is associated 

with which stream of science? Chemistry 

19. Unnati Hooda won the women's singles title at the 

Abu Dhabi Masters 2023 on Oct 22 in which 

sports? Badminton 

20. October 22 is observed as International _______ 

Awareness Day:  Stuttering 

21. Sakharov Prize is awarded for outstanding 

achievement in which field?  For defending 

freedom of thought and human rights 

22. Sakharov Prize is awarded by which organisation?  

Parliament of European Union 

23. Who is the winner of this year’s Sakharov 

Prize? Jina Mahsa Amini, posthumously  

24. The ISRO successfully tested on Oct 21 its crucial 

crew escape system ‘TV-D1 mission’ as part of 

which project?  Mission Gaganyaan 

25. Observation of Police Commemoration Day on 

October 21 is associated with which armed police 

force?  CRPF 

26. Who is the current Director General of CRPF? Dr. 

Sujoy Lal Thaosen 

27. Which stealth guided missile destroyer joined the 

Indian Navy on Oct 20 at Mumbai?  INS Imphal 

28. Country's first Regional Rapid Transit System 

(RRTS) was launched on Oct 20 at which place in 

Uttar Pradesh?  Sahibabad, near Delhi’s eastern 

border 

29. World Statistics Day on Oct 20 marks the birthday 

of which great statistician? None 

30. October 20 is observed as World Osteoporosis 

Day.  Osteoporosis is associated with which part of 

body?  Bones 

31. Which international day is observed on Oct 20 to 

celebrate and honour the noble profession of 

cooking?  International Chefs Day 

32. Which national day is observed on Oct 20 to salute 

our Bravehearts who fought the 1962 war with 

China?  National Solidarity Day 

33. Tech giant Google launched a new programme 

called Digi _______ on Oct 19 to combat online 

financial frauds in India:  Kavach 

34. Which village in Gujarat has been selected as one 

of the Best Tourism Villages by the UN World 

Tourism Organization?  Dhordo 

35. Dhordo is world famous for hosting which annual 

cultural festival in November?  Rann Utsav 

36. Which Military Station was declared the 'Best 

Green Military Station' on Oct 18 in recognition of 

their committed environmental efforts? 

Udhampur Military Station in J&K 

37. Which apex national body approved on Oct 18 the 

increase in the MSP for Rabi Crops for Marketing 

Season 2024-25? Cabinet Committee on 

Economic Affairs 

38. MSP of which lentil was fixed at record high of Rs 

6425/qtl?  Masur 

39. Total production of which single crop exceeds the 

total foodgrain production, by weight? Sugarcane 

40. In a first in the world, which country successfully 

test-fired an electromagnetic railgun from a ship 

on 17 October? Japan 

41. The 15th Global Pension Index, released on Oct 17, 

placed which country at the top for best pension 

infrastructure?  The Netherlands 

42. National Open Athletics Championships 

concluded on Oct 15 in which city?  Bengaluru 

43. Which team won the overall best team trophy at 

the National Open Athletics Championships?  

Railways 

44. Shri Indra Sena Reddy Nallu has been appointed 

Governor of which state? Tripura 
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45. Shri Raghubar Das, former chief minister of _______ 

, has been appointed as the Governor of Odisha:  

Jharkhand 

46. Which platoon of the Indian Army won a gold 

medal at the Cambrian Patrol Exercise held on Oct 

13-15 in England?  4/5 Gorkha Rifles (Frontier 

Force) 

47. World Trauma Day is observed on Oct 17. Trauma 

is related to which part of body? Any part  

48. October 17 is observed as the International 

________Eradication Day: Poverty 

49. Christopher Luxon, a leader of the National party 

has been elected as the new prime minister of 

which Pacific country?  New Zealand 

50. The International Olympic Committee (IOC) held 

its 141st Session on Oct 16 in which Indian city?  

Mumbai 

51. IOC decided to include hoe many new sports in the 

Olympic Games Los Angeles 2028?  Five 

52. World Food Day on Oct 16 marks the foundation 

of FAO on this day in 1945. FAO is located in which 

city?  Rome 

53. What is the full form of FAO?  Food and 

Agriculture Organisation 

54. World Students’ Day on October 15 marks the 

birthday of which great personality?  Shri APJ 

Abdul Kalam 

55. The Department of Public Enterprises granted 

coveted ‘Navratna’ status to which two Central 

Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) on Oct 12? 

IRCON and RITES Ltd. 

56. There are how many ‘Navratna’ CPSEs in India?  

16 

57. The Department of Public Enterprises functions 

under which central ministry?  Ministry of 

Finance 

58. Name the former Chief Election Commissioner and 

a union minister, who breathed his last on Oct 15:  

Manohar Singh Gill   

59. Which global organisation promotes the 

celebration of International E-Waste Day on Oct 

14?  WEEE 

60. What does WEEE stand for? Waste Electrical and 

Electronic Equipment 

61. October 14 is observed as World Standards Day. 

Which is the national standards body of India?  

Bureau of Indian Standards, BIS 

62. BIS headquarters are situated in which city? Delhi 

63. The ADB approved a $181 million loan to enhance 

the quality of life in the peri-urban areas of which 

city? Ahmedabad 

64. Which Grandmaster won the FIDE World Junior 

Rapid Chess Championship on Oct 13 in Sardinia, 

Italy? Raunak Sadhwani 

65. Which UN agency supports the celebration of 

International Day for Disaster Reduction on Oct 

13? UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, 

Geneva  

66. World Migratory Bird Day is celebrated twice a 

year, on the second _______of May and in October:  

Saturday 

67. Who has been appointed India’s permanent 

representative to the United Nations (UN) and 

other international organisations in Geneva? 

Arindam Bagchi 

68. US space agency NASA launched which spacecraft 

on Oct 13 on a six-year journey to a rare metal-

covered asteroid? Psyche 

69. Spacecraft Psyche is targeted to explore which 

asteroid? 16Psyche 

70. Most of the asteroids are found in the main 

asteroid belt between ______ and Jupiter: Mars 

71. World Egg Day is celebrated on the _______Friday of 

October every year: Second 

72. The Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2023 released on 

October 12, placed how many countries in the top 

bracket? Twenty 

73. World Sight Day is observed on which Thursday of 

October, every year? Second 

74. The theme for this year’s World Arthritis Day is 

“Living with an RMD at all stages of life”. What is 

RMD?  Rheumatic and Musculoskeletal 

Diseases 

75. Who created history on Oct 11 by scoring highest 

(554) sixes in international cricket, breaking Chris 

Gayle's record of 553 for most sixes? Rohit 

Sharma 

76. India launched which rescue operation on Oct 11 

to facilitate the return of Indians from Israel?  

Operation Ajay 

77. The Union Ministry of Education notified which 

plan on Oct 11 to create unique ID numbers for 

school students across India? APAAR 

78. What is the full form of APAAR? Automated 

Permanent Academic Account Registry 
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79. Which country hosted the 23rd meeting of the 

Council of Ministers of the Indian Ocean Rim 

Association (IORA) on Oct 11?  Sri Lanka 

80. Council of Ministers of IORA meeting was held in 

which city? Colombo 

81. How many countries are members to the IORA? 23 

82. The 8th BRICS International Competition 

Conference was held in which city on Oct 11-13? 

New Delhi 

83. The theme for this year’s International Day of the 

Girl Child was "Invest in Girls' Rights: Our________, 

Our Well-being": Leadership 

84. India celebrates National Girl Child Day on which 

date? January 24 

85. What was the name of the Annual Joint HADR 

Exercise (AJHE-23) held on Oct 09–11 in Goa? 

Chakravat 

86. What is the full form of the term HADR?  

Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief 

87. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) released 

its annual publication, World _______Outlook on Oct 

10:  Economic 

88. What is the theme of this year’s World Mental 

Health Day, observed on Oct 10? Mental Health is 

a Universal Human Right 

89. This year's Nobel prize in Economics has been 

awarded to Ms. _______Goldin, for her work on 

women's employment and pay: Claudia 

90. Claudia Goldin, an economic historian, hails from 

which country? USA 

91. World Post Day is observed on October 9. Postal 

service in India started in 1727 in which city?  

Calcutta (Kolkata) 

92. Which apex organisation celebrates National 

Postal Week from 9 to 15 October every year? 

India Post 

93. Indian Foreign Service Day on Oct 09 marks which 

historical event? Establishment of the Indian 

Foreign Service (IFS) in 1946 

94. Who is India’s current Foreign Secretary? Vinay 

Kwatra 

95. Which international airport in India launched a 

specialised Disabled Aircraft Recovery Kit (DARK) 

on Oct 09, becoming the first airport in Asia to 

have such a facility? Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 

International Airport, Mumbai 

96. Dr. Gagandeep Kang, a leading vaccinologist, was 

admitted as member to which global medicine 

body on Oct 9?  US National Academy of 

Medicine, Washington  

97. Dr Kang is a renowned researcher from which 

field? Diarrhoeal diseases  

98. The Election Commission announced on Oct 09 the 

poll schedule for the assembly elections for how 

many states? Five 

99. Of the five states - Mizoram, Chhattisgarh, Madhya 

Pradesh, Rajasthan and Telangana, which one has 

the largest, 230 number of legislature seats?  

Madhya Pradesh 

100. The second largest Hindu temple in the world, 

next only to the Angkor Wat in Cambodia, opened 

its doors on Oct 8 in which country?  USA 

101. The closing ceremony of the 19th Asian Games was 

held on Oct 08 in which stadium in China?  

Hangzhou Olympics Stadium 

102. India created history at the 19th Asian Games by 

winning highest ever, ______ medals in the event:  

107 

103. RBI constituted an external working group on 

expected ______ loss (ECL) based framework for 

provisioning by Banks:  Credit 

104. Who has been nominated to head the working 

group on ECL?  R Narayanaswamy 

105. President of ______ Samia Suluhu Hassan arrived in 

New Delhi on Oct 8 on a four-day State visit to 

India:  Tanzania   

106. India celebrates the Air Force Day on Oct 08.  This 

day marks which milestone in the history of Indian 

Air Force?  Raising of the Indian Air Force on 

this day in 1932 

107. The Indian Air Force celebrated its 91st 

anniversary on Oct 08 at which place in Uttar 

Pradesh?  Prayagraj 

108. Who is the current chief of the Indian Air force?  

Air Chief Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari 

109. Who added his name to the honourable list of 

Formula One triple world champions on October 

08?  Max Verstappen 

110. Which Palestinian Islamist militant group 

launched a sudden massive attack on Israel on Oct 

07? Hamas 

111. Hamas group controls the Gaza Strip area. It is 

located on which side of Israel?  Western 

112. October 07 is observed as World Cotton Day.  

Which is the largest cotton producing state of 

India?  Gujarat 
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113. A severe earthquake on Oct 7 devastated the parts 

of western Afghanistan, claiming over 2,400 lives. 

Which was the worst affected city?  Herat 

114. Which corps of the Indian Army, in collaboration 

with BSNL, installed a first ever mobile 

communication tower at the Siachen Glacier? Fire 

and Fury 

115. Narges Mohammadi won the 2023 Nobel Peace 

Prize for which achievement? For her fight 

against the oppression of women in Iran 

116. October 05 is observed as the Ganga River Dolphin 

Day.  What is the name of India’s only River 

Dolphin sanctuary? Vikramshila Gangetic 

Dolphin Sanctuary 

117. This sanctuary is located in which state? Bihar 

118. FIFA granted hosting rights for the 2030 Football 

World Cup jointly to Morocco, ______and Portugal 

on Oct 04:  Spain 

119. What is special about the 2030 edition of the FIFA 

World Cup?  It is the centenary edition of the 

World Cup 

120. A cloudburst over which glacial lake in North 

Sikkim on the mid-night of Oct 3-4 led to its 

bursting, causing heavy flash floods? Lhonak 

121. Bursting of Lhonak lake caused heavy flash floods 

in which river? Teesta 

122. Who was selected for the 2023 Nobel Prize in 

Literature for his innovative plays and prose 

which give voice to the unsayable? Jon Fosse 

123. Jon Fosse hails from which country? Norway 

124. Which organisation announced the 2023 Nobel 

Prize in Chemistry on Oct 04? The Royal Swedish 

Academy of Sciences, Stockholm 

125. Three US-based scientists won the 2023 Nobel in 

Chemistry for their discovery and synthesis of 

quantum dots. Their discovery has promoted the 

development of which products? QLED 

televisions and LED lamps 

126. For the promotion of which spice, the government 

notified on Oct 04 the constitution of the National 

__________Board: Turmeric 

127. The Indian Air Force received first unit of the LCA 

Tejas twin seater aircraft on Oct 04 at Bengaluru. 

What is LCA?  Light Combat Aircraft 

128. The joint military exercise Sampriti-XI was held 

between India and Bangladesh from Oct 03 to 16 

at which place?  Umroi, Meghalaya 

129. Which global financial body released its latest 

India Development Update (IDU) on Oct 03? The 

World Bank  

130. World Habitat Day is an UN initiative observed on 

the first _______of every October: Monday 

131. Which international day is observed on Oct 02 to 

honour Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy of non-

violence? International Day of Non-violence 

132. October 01 is observed as International ______ Day 

to highlight the plight of the farmers associated 

with this aromatic beverage: Coffee 

133. October 1 is celebrated as the National Voluntary 

_______Donation Day: Blood 

134. The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development 

Authority, PFRDA, celebrates Oct 01 as National 

_________ Diwas: Pension System  

135. Who is the winner of the 2023 SASTRA Ramanujan 

Prize in Mathematics? Ruixiang Zhang, Maths 

professor at the University of California, USA 

136. This prize is given by the SASTRA University. It is 

situated in which state?  Tamil Nadu 

137. SASTRA Prize is given annually to a young 

mathematician below the age of ____years: 32 

138. How many scientists have been selected for the 

2023 Nobel Prize in Physics? Three 

139. Which two countries are involved in the armed 

conflict over control of Nagorno-Karabakh?  

Armenia and Azerbaijan 

140. Dispute territory of Nagorno-Karabakh is located 

in which country?  Azerbaijan 

141. Which Swedish academy announced the 2023 

Nobel Prize for Medicine or Physiology on Oct 02? 

Nobel Assembly at Karolinska Institute, 

Stockholm 

142. The 2023 Nobel in medicine has been awarded for 

which contribution to medical science?  For 

research that enabled the creation of mRNA 

vaccines against Covid-19 

143. What is the full form of mRNA? Messenger 

RiboNucleic Acid 

144. The WHO recommended on Oct 02 a new vaccine, 

R21/Matrix-M, for prevention of which disease?  

Malaria in children 

145. What are the names of the two mascots for the 

2023 Cricket World Cup in India? Blaze and Tonk 

146.  Which country won the SAFF Under-19 Football 

Championship on Sep 30?  India 
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147. Which tech giant introduced an earthquake alert 

system for Android users in India to provide 

timely warnings about earthquakes? Google 

148. Which country topped the 2023 World Talent 

Ranking? Switzerland 

149. Kami Rita Sherpa, Nepal’s 53-year-old veteran 

summiteer made which new record on Sep 26?  

Most Climbs (42) of 8,000 meters and above 

peaks 

150. The Indian Air Force received the first Dornier Do-

228 aircraft on Sep 27. What type of aircraft is 

this? Multi-purpose transport aircraft 

151. Name the renowned agricultural scientist, known 

as the Father of India's Green Revolution, who 

passed away on Sep 28: Dr M S Swaminathan 

152. The Global Innovation Index 2023, released on Sep 

27, placed which country at the top? Switzerland 

153. What was India’s rank in the Global Innovation 

Index 2023? 40th  

SEPTEMBER 2023  

1. Which day of September is observed as 

International Translation Day?  30th  

2. September 29 is observed as World _____ Day:  

Heart 

3. Name the French chemist and microbiologist, who 

developed the first Rabies vaccine?  Louis Pasteur 

4. The main celebrations for this year’s World 

Tourism Day were held in which city?  Riyadh, 

Saudi Arabia 

5. Veteran actor Waheeda Rehman has been named 

for Dadasaheb Phalke Lifetime Achievement 

Award for which year?  2021 

6. A first-of-its-kind Hydrogen Fuel Cell Bus was 

launched on Sep 25 in which Indian city?  New 

Delhi 

7. Which Deputy Governor of RBI has been granted 

one-year extension with effect from October 9, 

2023?  M Rajeshwar Rao 

8. India’s first ever Lighthouse Festival was held at 

Fort Aguada lighthouse on Sep 23—25 in which 

state?  Goa 

9. A trilateral Maritime Partnership Exercise of naval 

forces of India, _______and Indonesia was held on 

Sep 20—21:  Australia 

10. Indian Navy’s third MCA Barge, Yard 77 (LSAM 9) 

was launched on Sep 22 at Guttenadeevi in Andhra 

Pradesh.  What is MCA?  Missile cum 

Ammunition 

11. The Indian Air Force and Drone Federation of India 

co-hosted a mega exhibition “Bharat Drone Shakti 

- 2023” on Sep 25-26 at which place?  Hindon Air 

Force station, Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh 

12. 19th edition of the joint India US army exercise 

Yudh Abhyas was conducted from Sep 25 to Oct 8 

at which place?  Alaska, USA 

13. World Rivers Day is celebrated on which Sunday of 

September?  Last 

14. Happy Daughters' Day is observed on fourth _____ 

of September:  Sunday 

15. Dr Swati Nayak has won the Norman E Borlaug 

Award for Field Research and Application. Who 

was Norman E Borlaug? Nobel laureate and 

father of Green Revolution 

16. Antyodaya Diwas on September 25 marks the 

birthday of which great personality?   Pandit 

Deendayal Upadhyay 

17.  Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay was associated with 

which political party?  Jan Sangh (original party 

of BJP) 

18. What does the term Antyodya stands for?  

Upliftment of the poorest of the poor 

19. The Government has instituted a new set of 

National Awards titled ‘Rashtriya Vigyan 

Puraskar’(RVP) in how many categories?  Four 

20. RVP is to be given in how many fields?  13 

21. RVPs are be announced annually on which day?  

11th May, National Technology Day 

22. Award Ceremony for the RVPs is proposed to be 

held on which day?  National Space Day, 23rd 

August 

23. Team India achieved a significant milestone in 

cricket on Sep 24 by becoming the first ever team 

to hit over ____ODI sixes:  3,000 

24. Marco Bezzecchi from team Mooney VR46 won the 

MotoGP on Sep 24 at the Indian Grand Prix - Buddh 

International Circuit.  He is from which country?  

Italy 

25. Where is the Buddh International Circuit in India?  

Greater Noida, UP 

26. Which US spacecraft collected a handful of rubble 

from the asteroid Bennu and dropped it on Earth 

on Sep 24?  OSIRIS-Rex 

27. The formal opening ceremony for the 19th Asian 

Games 2023 was held on Sep 23 in which city?  

Hangzhou, China 
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28. Who were the flag bearers of the Indian contingent 

at the opening ceremony of the 19th Asian Games?  

Harmanpreet Singh and Lovlina Borgohain 

29. What is the name of the emblem of the 19th Asian 

Games? Surging Tides 

30. World Rhino Day is slated on Sep 22.  Which Indian 

state accounts for almost 90% of Indian Rhino 

population?  Assam 

31. Assam is home to which particular type of Rhinos?  

Greater one- horned Rhino 

32. World Rose Day on September 22 is associated 

with which cause?  Cancer awareness  

33. Saroja Vaidyanathan, legendary _______ exponent 

passed away on Sep 21 in New Delhi:  

Bharatnatyam 

34. September 21 is observed as World Alzheimer’s 

Day.  Alzheimer is associated with which function 

oh human body?  Memory 

35. A 108-feet tall statue of the eighth-century Hindu 

philosopher and saint - ‘Adi Shankaracharya’ was 

unveiled on Sep 21 in which place?  

Omkareshwar, near Khandwa city 

36. Khandwa city is in which state?  Madhya Pradesh 

37. What is the formal name of the statue of Adi 

Shankaracharya?  Ekatmata ki Pratima’ (Statue 

of Oneness) 

38. What is the name of the AI chatbot launched on Sep 

21 for the benefit of farmers?  Kisan e-Mitra  

39. The Parliament passed the Constitution (_______ 

Amendment) Bill, 2023 on Sep 21 to provide 33% 

reservation for women in Lok Sabha:  128th  

40. When was the Women’s Reservation Bill first 

introduced in the Parliament?  September, 1996 

41. What was the name of the bilateral exercise held 

between the Indian Navy and Republic of 

Singapore Navy from 21 to 24 September?  

SIMBEX-23 

42. SIMBEX-23 was held at which place?  Singapore 

43. What is the name of the indigenously-

manufactured self-neutralising anti-tank mines 

recently inducted in the Indian Army?  Vibhav 

44. Which global body granted recognition to the 

National Medical Commission of India for ten 

years?  World Federation for Medical Education  

45. As per the revision by the Ministry of Railways, 

what amount will be given to the kin of the person 

killed in a rail accident?  Rs 5 lakh 

46. The Economic Freedom of the World: Annual 

Report ranked which country as the world’s freest 

economy? Singapore 

47. What was India’s rank in the recently released 

Economic Freedom of the World Report?  87th  

48. Government launched WINDS project on Sep 19 to 

establish a network of Automatic Weather Stations 

& Rain Gauges at the taluk/block and gram 

panchayat levels. Expand WINDS:  Weather 

Information Network Data Systems 

49. Vivek Bhasin, distinguished scientist took over as 

the 14th Director of which apex scientific 

institution?  BARC – Bhabha Atomic Research 

Centre 

50. BARC is located in which city?  Trombay 

(Mumbai) 

51. The Center for Development of Telematics (C-

DOT), and CSIR-National Physical Laboratory 

(NPL) signed an agreement for the development of 

which most advanced clock? Primary Reference 

Time Clock 

52. Which riverfront in Assam has been declared "Best 

Tourism Village of India 2023" by the union 

ministry of tourism?  Biswanath Ghat 

53. Biswanath Ghat is located on which river?  

Brahmaputra 

54. Biswanath Ghat is located in which town od 

Assam?  Biswanath Chariali 

55. Three ancient sacred Hoysala temples have 

become the 42nd UNESCO World Heritage Site in 

India. They are in which state?  Karnataka 

56. What is the theme selected for this year’s 

International Coastal Clean-up Day celebrated on 

Sep 17?  #SeaTheChange 

57. Which team defeated Sri Lanka on Sep 17 to win 

the ACC Asia Cup (cricket)?  India 

58. Which tennis player bid an emotional adieu to his 

Davis Cup career on Sep 17 in Lucknow? Rohan 

Bopanna  

59. One of the world’s largest MICE facilities, the India 

International Convention and Expo Centre was 

inaugurated on Sep 17 in which city?  New Delhi 

60. What is the official name of this Centre?  

Yashobhoomi 

61. What is the full form of MICE?  Meetings, 

Incentives, Conferences, and Exhibitions 
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62. Which town in West Bengal, was included in the 

UNESCO World Heritage list on Sep 17?  

Santiniketan 

63. Santiniketan is located in which district of West 

Bengal?  Birbhum 

64. Who is credited with the establishment of 

Santiniketan?  Maharshi Debendranath Tagore 

65. What is the name of the world class university 

setup at Santiniketan by Rabindranath Tagore in 

1921?  Visva Bharati 

66. As per the Indian Forest Act, Bamboo is classified 

as a grass or tree?  Grass 

67.   Which state is the largest producer of bamboo in 

India?  Assam 

68. Who was India’s sole gold medal winner at the ISSF 

World Cup 2023 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil?  Elavenil 

Valarivan 

69. RBI approved re-appointment of Sashidhar ________ 

as the MD & CEO of the HDFC Bank:  Jagdishan 

70. Mondo Duplantis is the reigning world and 

Olympic champion in which athletic event?  Pole 

Vault 

71. According to a survey by US-based consultancy 

firm ‘Morning Consult’, who was ranked as the 

most popular leader in the world?  Shri Narendra 

Modi, 76% approval rating 

72. Surfshark ‘s 5th annual Digital Quality of Life Index 

for 121 countries, placed which country at the top?  

France 

73. India secured which rank in the 5th annual Digital 

Quality of Life Index?  52nd  

74. India has become the 13th country in the world that 

can issue internationally accepted OIML 

Certificates.  These are associated with which 

field?  Weights and measures (Metrology) 

75. What is the full form of OIML?  International 

Organisation of Legal Metrology 

76. The French government conferred Rahul Mishra 

with the Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des 

Lettres, one of the top civil honours of France.  He 

is a noted _______: Dress designer 

77.  September 16 is celebrated as World Ozone Day.  

Ozone layer is found at approximately _____to 35 

km above Earth:  15 

78. Under which Protocol nations agreed to cut out 99 

percent of ozone-depleting substances?  Montreal 

Protocol, 1987 

79. India celebrates Engineers’ Day on Sep 15 to mark 

the birth anniversary of which acclaimed civil 

engineer?  M Visvesvaraya 

80. Shri M Visvesvaraya specialized in which field of 

engineering?  Hydro projects 

81. The NPCI launched an ‘OTG Ring’, a wearable ring-

like gadget for facilitating contactless payments.  

What does OTG stand for?  On The Go 

82. Raj Bhasha Divas on Sep 14 commemorates the 

adoption of Hindi as the official language of India 

under Article _____ of Indian Constitution?  343 

83. On which day we celebrate World Hindi Day?  

January 10  

84. RBI has asked banks to ensure that after the full 

repayment and closure of personal loan accounts, 

concerned movable/immovable property 

documents should be released within ____days of 

closure of loan account:  30 

85. In case of non-compliance of above, banks will 

have to compensate the borrower @ ₹______for 

each day of delay:  5,000 

86. With a view to improve access to justice using 

technology, the Union Cabinet approved the e-

Courts ________Project Phase -3 on Sep 13:  Mission 

Mode 

87. India received its first C-295 MW aircraft on Sep 13 

at which place?  Seville, Spain 

88. What type of aircraft is C-295 MW?  Mid-size 

military cargo aircraft 

89. Gopal Baglay, a 1992-batch Indian Foreign Service 

officer has been appointed as India's High 

Commissioner to which country?  Australia 

90. Who became the fastest batsman in the world to 

complete 13,000 ODI runs in just 277 innings on 

Sep 11?  Virat Kohli 

91. India celebrates National Forest Martyrs Day on 

which day of September?  11th  

92. World First Aid Day is observed every year on the 

second _______ of September:  Saturday 

93. The G20 Leaders' Summit held on Sep 09-10 at the 

Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi was which one in 

series?  18th  

94. Which country/Group was admitted as new 

permanent member of the G-20 on Sep 9?  African 

Union 

95. How many African countries are the members of 

the African Union?  55  
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96. India and several other countries launched the 

‘Global _______Alliance’, urging members to make 

efforts to take ethanol blending with petrol 

globally to 20%:  Biofuels 

97. What was the name of the joint declaration issued 

at the end of the G-20 summit?  G20 New Delhi 

Leaders’ Declaration 

98. What is the name of the direct trade corridor from 

India to Europe, via Dubai and the Middle East, that 

was proposed in G-20 summit?  India-Middle 

East-Europe Economic Corridor 

99. India transferred presidency of the G-20 for 2023-

24 to which country?  Brazil 

100. Who is the current President of Brazil?  Luiz 

Inacio Lula Da Silva 

101. Germany won the 2023 FIBA World Cup on Sep 10 

by beating which country?  Serbia 

102. Which country hosted the 2023 FIBA World Cup?  

Philippines 

103. Which US city hosted the US Open 2023 Tennis 

Tournament?  New York 

104. Novak Djokovic (Serbia) created history on Sep 10 

by winning a record ______ Grand Slam title:  24th  

105. Djokovic defeated which player to secure men’s 

singles title at the US Open on Sep 10?  Daniil 

Medvedev of Russia 

106. Who won women’s singles title at the US Open 

2023?  Coco Gauff 

107. Coco Gauff hails from which country?  USA 

108. Who won the men’s singles title at the Indonesia 

Masters badminton championship on Sep 10?  

Kiran George 

109. In which African country sudden heavy rains from 

Storm Daniel caused widespread flooding, 

claiming thousands of lives?  Libya 

110. India defeated which country on Sep 10 to win the 

SAFF U-16 Football Championship?  Bangladesh 

111. India celebrates Himalaya Day every year on Sep 

09.  Which state celebrated this day for the first 

time in 2010?  Uttarakhand 

112. In the category of cities with populations ranging 

from 3 to 10 lakhs, which city topped in the 

Swachh Vayu Survekshan 2023?  Amravati, 

Maharashtra 

113. Which day of September is observed as the 

International Literacy Day?  8th  

114. Which African country was hit by a massive 

earthquake on Sep 8, killing around 3,000 people?  

Morocco 

115. UNO has declared Sep 7 as the International Day of 

Clean Air for ______ Skies:  Blue 

116. PM Modi made a two-day visit to which country on 

Sep 6-7 to attend 20th ASEAN-India Summit and 

18th East Asia Summit?  Indonesia 

117. The 20th ASEAN-India Summit was held in which 

city?  Jakarta 

118. ASEAN is a multi-nation group of how many 

countries?  Ten 

119. What was the name of bilateral naval exercise held 

between the Indian and French Navy in the first 

week of September?  Exercise Varuna-23 

120. Exercise Varuna-23 was held in which region?  

Arabian Sea 

121. Which Indian firm has developed world’s first anti-

drone system, powered by artificial intelligence?  

Green Robotics, Hyderabad  

122. Which state has signed a MoU with Dubai based 

cooling giant Tabreed, to develop Asia’s largest 

district cooling infrastructure?  Telangana 

123. Vijayawada Railway Station was certified with 

Platinum rating, the highest green standard rating 

by the IGBC (Indian Green Building Council) on Sep 

05. It is in which state?  Andhra Pradesh 

124. Teachers’ Day on Sep 5 marks the birthday of Dr 

Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan. What does ‘Sarvepalli’ 

denote in his name?  Name of his native village in 

Andhra Pradesh 

125. September 5 is celebrated as the International Day 

of Charity. It happens to be the birthday of which 

great saint?  Mother Teressa 

126. Which fintech company launched India's first UPI-

ATM on Sep 05 in collaboration with NPCI?  

Hitachi Payment Services 

127. India's first UPI-ATM has been launched in which 

city?  Mumbai 

128. The ______ session of the United Nations General 

Assembly commenced on Sep 05:  78th  

129. Who presided over the 78th session of UN General 

Assembly?  Dennis Francis 

130. Who is Dennis Francis?  Permanent 

representative of Trinidad and Tobago to UNO 

131. Union ministry of Education signed a 3-year 

partnership “Education to Entrepreneurship” on 

Sep 04 with which social media giant?  Meta  
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132. The Union Education Ministry launched Malaviya 

Mission: Teacher Training Programme on Sep 5 in 

collaboration with which apex organisation?  UGC 

- University Grants Commission 

133. Rajesh Nambiar has been elected as the chairman 

of which national level technology industry body?  

NASSCOM - National Association of Software 

and Service Companies 

134. Which major card company launched its super 

premium card ‘AURUM’, targeted at top executives 

and high net-worth individuals? SBI Card 

135.  Which town of Madhya Pradesh, is on the way to 

becoming India’s first ‘solar city’?  Sanchi 

136. Users can now make voice-enabled UPI payments 

by using which latest feature of UPI?  Hello! UPI 

137. Praveena Anjana, beauty queen from Udaipur, 

Rajasthan, won which national beauty queen title?  

Miss International India, 2023 

138. Durand Cup is associated with which sports?  

Football 

139. Mohun Bagan won the Durand Cup 2023 on Sep 03 

by defeating which team?  East Bengal 

140. Which country’s President ordered on Sep 02 to 

recall all its ambassadors to ensure better 

efficiency and quality in service delivery?  Nigeria 

141. Who is the current President of Nigeria?  Bola 

Tinubu 

142. Which apex Indian organisation launched the 

'Adopt a Heritage 2.0' programme on Sep 04? 

Archaeological Survey of India  

143. What is the aim of launching 'Adopt a Heritage 2.0' 

programme?  To invite corporates for 

improving the facilities at heritage monuments 

144. September 2 is celebrated as World Coconut Day.  

Which country is the largest producer of coconuts 

in the world?  India 

145. India scripted history on Sep 02 as the ISRO 

successfully launched Aditya L-1.  What is it?  Solar 

space observatory 

146. The Government of India launched an ‘Invoice 

Incentive Scheme’ by the name ‘Mera _____Mera 

Adhikaar’ on Sep 01:  Bill 

147. Under the Mera Bill Mera Adikaar scheme, two 

bumper prizes of ______rupees each will be given 

away every quarter:  One crore 

148. What is the name of the Nilgiri class stealth frigate 

warship that was launched in Mumbai on Sep 01?  

INS Mahendragiri 

149. Mahendragiri mountain peak is located at which 

place?  In Eastern Ghats in Odisha 

150. Who has been appointed as the President of Film 

and Television Institute of India, Pune?  R 

Madhvan 

151.  Which apex educational institution was granted 

deemed university status on Sep 01?  NCERT 

152. International Vulture Awareness Day is celebrated 

annually on the first ______ of September:  Saturday 

153. Tharman Shanmugaratnam, an Indian-origin 

Singapore economist won the Presidential election 

in which country?  Singapore 

154. Which US-based financial magazine ranked 

Shaktikanta Das, Governor, RBI, as the top central 

banker globally?  Global Finance 

155. Amanpreet Singh is an emerging sportsperson in 

which field?  Shooting 

156. How many persons were awarded Ramon 

Magsaysay Award 2023?  Four 

157. Which Indian person was awarded Ramon 

Magsaysay Award 2023?  R. Ravi Kannan 

158. R. Ravi Kannan is an eminent personality from 

which field?  Oncology, Cancer treatment 

159. Jaya Verma Sinha has been appointed as the first 

woman Chairperson and CEO of which apex 

national organisation?  The Railway Board 

160. Tropical storm Idalia devastated south eastern 

portion of which country on August 30-31?  USA 

161. India’s largest electric nuclear power reactor at the 

______Atomic Power Project commenced 

operations at full capacity on Aug 31:  Kakrapar 

162. Kakrapar Atomic Power Project is located in which 

state?  Gujarat 

163. Which country hosted the biennial tri-services 

exercise Bright-Star-2023 from Aug 27 to Sep 16?  

Egypt 

164. Thailand’s Kunlavut _______won the men’s singles 

title at the BWF World Championships at 

Copenhagen, Denmark to emerge as world 

champions:  Vitidsarn 

165. Which city was declared the best smart city, in the 

India Smart Cities Awards 2022 declared on 

August 25?  Indore, Madhya Pradesh 

166. Honey Dabas and Parmjeet Kumar won individual 

gold medals on August 22-23 at the international 

level in which sports?  Para Powerlifting 

167. Exercise ‘AUSINDEX’ between Indian Navy and 

Royal Australian Navy was conducted on 22-25 
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August in which area?  South Pacific Ocean, near 

Sydney, Australia 

168. Emmerson Mnangagwa was re-elected as the 

President of which African country for a second 

five-year term?  Zimbabwe 

169. The Indian women's cricket team won the gold 

medal by beating which team in the blind cricket 

tournament in the IBSA World Games held in 

Birmingham, UK?  Australia 

AUGUST 2023 

1. Purnima of Shravan month is celebrated as World 

Sanskrit Day.  It fell on which day in 2023?  August 

31 

2. August 30 is celebrated as the International Whale 

Shark Day.  Which is the largest fish alive on the 

Earth?  Whale Shark 

3. India celebrates National Small Industry Day on 

which day of August?  30th  

4. National Sports Day on August 29 commemorates 

the birthday of which great sportsperson?   Major 

Dhyan Chand 

5. Which new app has been launched on Aug 25 that 

integrates Tele-Law and Nyaya Bandhu App?  

Tele-Law - 2.0 

6. The President of Greece on August 25, conferred 

PM Modi with “The Grand Cross of the ______of 

Honour”, the country’s top civilian honour?  Order 

7. The 15th BRICS Annual Summit admitted how 

many new members on its concluding day, Aug 

24?  Six 

8. Out of the six countries--Argentina, Egypt, Kenya, 

Iran, Saudi Arabia, and UAE, which one has not 

been admitted to BRICS group? Kenya 

9. Indian prime minister attended the 15th BRICS 

Summit on August 22, till August 24, in which city 

in South Africa? Johannesburg 

10. President of South Africa hosted the 15th BRICS 

Annual Summit in Johannesburg.  Who is he?  Cyril 

Ramaphosa 

11. What is the title of the recent book written by 

Meghna Gulzar about her father, Gulzar?   Because 

He Is 

12. In the 69th National Film Awards declared on Aug 

24, which film was declared the overall Best 

Feature Film? Rocketry: The Nambi Effect 

13. Which film won the national award for the Best 

Feature Film in Hindi?  Sardar Udham 

14. Magnus Carlsen of Norway beat which Indian 

GrandMaster in tie-breaks to become the World 

Champion on August 24? R. Praggnanandhaa 

15. FIDE Chess World Cup 2023 was held in which 

city? Baku, Azerbaijan 

16. C Radhakrishnan ______, one of the world’s most 

eminent statisticians, died on August 23 at the ripe 

age of 103 years: Rao 

17. The National Tiger Conservation Authority 

accorded its approval for the Dholpur-Karauli 

Tiger Reserve as 54th Tiger reserve in the country. 

It is in which state? Rajasthan 

18. The Ministry of Defence has formed a nine-

member committee headed by K. Vijay Raghavan, 

for what purpose? To propose a revamped 

futuristic structure for the DRDO 

19. In the category of cities with a population of more 

than 10 lakhs, which city topped the Swachh Vayu 

Sarvekshan -2023 conducted by the Central 

Pollution Control Board? Indore, Madhya 

Pradesh 

20. The Election Commission of India appointed 

which cricket legend as a "national icon" of the poll 

panel on August 23?  Sachin Tendulkar 

21. On August 23, India became the first country to 

land its space vehicle Vikram in the _______ area of 

moon: South Pole 

22. What is the name of the rover that came out of the 

lander Vikram? Pragyan 

23. Which Indian bank celebrated golden jubilee of its 

operations on August 22 in UAE? Bank of Baroda 

24. NTPC started a trial run of India's first ever 

hydrogen bus on a public road in which place? Leh 

25. Which union ministry has, for the first time, 

notified the Green Hydrogen Standard for India?  

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 

26. Which is the common process for generating 

green hydrogen? Water electrolysis 

27. The Border Roads Organisation has started 

construction of the world’s highest motorable 

road in which area of Ladakh? Demchok sector 

28. Who has been appointed as the Chairperson of 

National Green Tribunal (NGT)? Justice Prakash 

Shrivastava 

29. Anahat Singh, 15 year old girl from Delhi, clinched 

the gold medal on August 20 in the U-17 category 

of the Asian Junior ________Individual 

Championships:  Squash 
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30. Which country won the 9th FIFA Women's World 

Cup on August 20?  Spain 

31. Which city hosted the final match of 9th FIFA 

Women's World Cup?  Sydney 

32. Sadbhavna Diwas on August 20 marks the 

birthday of which noted leader of India?  Sh. Rajiv 

Gandhi 

33. During which period Sh. Rajiv Gandhi served as 

the Prime Minister of India?  1984-89 

34. August 20 is celebrated as World Mosquito Day.  

Out of male and female mosquitos, which one 

transmit malaria between humans?  Female 

35. India observes Akshay Urja Diwas on August 20. 

Who is the current head of the union ministry of 

New & Renewable Energy?  Sh. Raj Kumar Singh 

36. Which UN Office actively supports celebration of 

World Humanitarian Day on August 19?  UN Office 

for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs - 

OCHA 

37. In which country state of British Columbia 

declared a state of emergency on August 18 to 

handle devastating wildfires?   Canada 

38. Which village in Goa became the first Indian 

village to compile its own “Biodiversity Atlas”?  

Mayem 

39. India’s first 3D printed post office building was 

inaugurated in which city on August 18?  

Bengaluru 

40. What is common between Priya Malik, Antim 

Panghal, Savita and Mohit Kumar in context of 

2023 U20 World Wrestling Championships?  All 

four won the individual gold medal  

41. What is the name of India’s first long range 

revolver launched on August 18?   Prabal 

42. What is the effective firing range of the Prabal 

revolver?  50 meters 

43. What type of ship is ‘Vindhyagiri’ which was 

launched on August 17 in Kolkata? Advanced 

stealth frigate 

44. Which apex national organisation launched a 

mobile app ‘FloodWatch’ on August 17 for 

providing real time flood forecasts? Central 

Water Commission 

45. For what reason Northwest Territories Province 

of Canada was in news in mid-August? It was 

devastated by widespread wildfires 

46. R. Doraiswamy has been appointed as the 

Managing Director of which national insurance 

company? Life Insurance Corporation of India 

(LIC) 

47. The Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip Garden entered 

the World Book of Records as Asia’s largest Tulip 

Garden.  It is at which place?  Srinagar, J&K 

48. The Indian Air Force recently inducted Heron 

Mark 2 at a forward air base in the northern 

sector. What is it?  Advanced long range drone 

49. The RBI launched a centralised web portal UDGAM 

on August 17 for what purpose?  To facilitate 

search and claim of unclaimed deposits, across 

the banking sector 

50. What is the expansion of the acronym UDGAM?  

Unclaimed Deposits - Gateway to Access 

inforMation 

51. A recent report from the World Economic Forum 

revealed that Bhutan has transformed itself into a 

carbon_______; absorbing more CO2 than what it 

releases:  Sink 

52. The G20 Film Festival was inaugurated on August 

16 in which city?  New Delhi 

53. The union cabinet approved which scheme on 

August 16 for strengthening the traditional skills 

of artisans and craftsmen across the country?  PM 

Vishwakarma Yojana 

54. Beneficiaries under the PM Vishwakarma Yojana 

are eligible to get credit support up to Rs. ______ 

lakh at just 5% interest: Two 

55. The union cabinet approved which scheme on 

August 16 for augmenting city bus operations 

across the country?  PM-eBus Sewa 

56. PM-eBus Sewa will be started initially in  the cities 

having a population of ______ lakh and above: 

Three 

57. The Prime Minister announced which scheme on 

Independence Day for providing vocational 

training to two crore women in rural areas?  

Lakhpati Didis Scheme 

58. Founder of 'Sulabh International', popularly 

known as the “Toilet Man of India”, passed away 

on August 15 in New Delhi. Who was he?  

Bindeshwar Pathak 

59. Which country hosted the Southeast Asia 

Cooperation and Training (SEACAT) Exercise in 

mid-August? Singapore 

60. The Asian Development Bank sanctioned a $ 40.5 

million loan to which state for improving early 

childhood development and maternal mental 

health in the state? Meghalaya 
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61. Which national day is observed on August 14 to 

mark the partition of India in 1947? Partition 

Horrors Remembrance Day 

62. World Organ Donation Day is observed on August 

13. When does India celebrate National Organ 

Donation Day? November 27  

63. Indian team defeated which country on August 12 

to win the Hero Asian Hockey Championship 

(Men)? Malaysia 

64. August 12 is observed as World Elephant Day.  

Which country claims to have largest elephant 

population?  Botswana, over 1,30,000 

65. Which Indian state is home to largest number of 

elephants?  Karnataka, 6,395 

66. With which country Indian Navy participated in 

Exercise Zayed Talwar on August 11?  UAE 

67. Exercise Zayed Talwar was held in which area?  

Persian Gulf 

68. Which island in the Hawaii state of USA was in the 

news as the catastrophic wildfires there claimed at 

least 110 lives in the second week of August?  

Maui Island 

69. Which country hosted the 11-day multilateral 

naval exercise Malabar 2023 that started on 

August 11? Australia 

70. The National Institute of Ocean Technology, 

Chennai, has developed a manned scientific 

submersible named MATSYA-6000, for what 

purpose? To enable scientists to explore deep-

sea areas through direct intervention 

71. The RBI Monetary Policy Committee in its review 

meeting ended on August 10, did not change which 

policy rate? None 

72. Which day of August is observed as World Lion 

Day? 10th  

73. In which state other than Gujarat, can we see Asian 

Lions? None 

74. Which anti worm tablets are given free of cost to 

children in the age group of 1 to 19 years, on 

National Deworming Day on August 10? 

Albendazole 

75. Sanjay Kumar Agarwal took over as the Chairman 

of the Central Board of ________Taxes and ________:  

Indirect;  Customs 

76. What was the main objective of the 'Meri Mati 

Mera Desh' campaign launched on August 9?  To 

honour the heroes who sacrificed their lives 

for the country 

77. Which national movement was launched on 

August 8, August Kranti Diwas in 1942? Quit India 

Movement 

78. Javelin Throw Day August 7 commemorates the 

achievement of which sportsperson? Neeraj 

Chopra 

79. Which apex institute launched an e-portal, “भारतीय  

वस्त्र  एवं  शिल्प  कोष” (Treasure of Indian Clothing and 

Crafts), on August 7? National Institute of 

Fashion Technology 

80. Which bank, for the first time in India, launched 

24x7 video banking service on August 7? AU Small 

Finance Bank 

81. What is the name of the indigenously developed 

Weapon Locating Radar (WLR) recently inducted 

in the Indian Army? Swathi Mountains 

82. India celebrates National ________ Day on August 7:  

Handloom 

83. Which national movement was launched from 

Kolkata on August 7 in 1905? Swadeshi 

Movement 

84. On the National Handloom Day artisans and 

weavers are honoured with which award for their 

excellence in handicrafts and handloom products?  

Sant Kabir Awards  

85. On which date in 1945, world’s first Atom Bomb 

was dropped by the USA on Japanese city 

Hiroshima?  August 6 

86. What was the name of the Atom Bomb dropped on 

Hiroshima? Little Boy 

87. India celebrates National Bone & Joint Day on 

which date? August 4 

88. Which Indian Grandmaster recently dethroned 

Viswanathan Anand as India’s top-rated chess 

player in the live world rankings? D Gukesh 

89. Which apex national agency recently launched the 

‘Rajmarg Yatra’ app for highway users? National 

Highways Authority of India 

90. From which country the Indian Air Force recently 

received the Spike Non-Line of Sight (NLOS) anti-

tank guided missiles? Israel 

91. The Finance Ministry approved the upgradation of 

which Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE) 

from ‘Navratna’ to ‘Maharatna’ category? Oil India 

Ltd. 

92. Oil India Ltd. is based in which state? Assam 

93. Aditi Swami became the first Indian to become the 

senior world champion on August 5 in which 
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event? Compound archery at World Archery 

Championship in Berlin, Germany 

94. Deodhar Trophy is associated with which sports?  

Cricket 

95. Who was the winner of 2023 season of Deodhar 

Trophy? South Zone 

96. Typhoon Doksuri recently devastated which big 

metropolitan city of China? Beijing 

97. The Parliament passed the Jan Vishwas 

(Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2023 on August 

02, mainly for what objective? For 

decriminalising and rationalising number of 

minor offences in several acts 

98. The Asian Development Bank granted a $200 

million loan to which Indian state for expanding 

water supply and sanitation systems in selected 

towns? Rajasthan 

99. Government launched the mobile app ULLAS on 

July 30 for what purpose? To facilitate 

technology-based access to basic functional 

literacy 

100. What is the full form of the acronym ULLAS?  

Understanding Lifelong Learning for All in 

Society 

101. Muslim Women’s Rights Day on August 01 marks 

which important event? Enactment of the law 

against Triple Talaq on this day in 2019 

102. August 01 is observed as World Lung Cancer Day. 

Which are the two most common factors causing 

lung cancer? Smoking and air pollution 

103. Name the English computer scientist who is 

credited with the creation of World Wide Web:  

Tim Berners-Lee 

104. Latest data released by the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change on the 

Global Tiger Day, July 29 puts the Tiger population 

estimates at 3,925.  Which Indian state is home to 

largest number of tigers?  Madhya Pradesh, 785 

105. Amongst Tiger Reserves, the largest number of 

Tigers, 260, are in which reserve? Jim Corbett 

National Park, Uttarakhand 

106. ISRO successfully launched Singapore's DS-SAR 

satellite on July 30. What is SAR? Synthetic 

Aperture Radar 

107. The Asian Development Bank approved a $295-

million loan for improving the road infrastructure 

in which Indian state? Bihar 

108. London based World Cities Culture Forum has 

recently made which Indian city 41st member of 

its global network of cities? Bengaluru 

109. Aditya Samant, 17-year-old boy achieved the title 

of India’s 83rd Grandmaster on July 26.  He hails 

from which state? Maharashtra 

110. NITI Aayog hosted a two-day G20 conference on 

the Green and Sustainable Growth Agenda for the 

Global Economy on July 28-29 in which city?  New 

Delhi 

111. What is the name of India’s first of its kind 

autonomous underwater vehicle (AUV) designed 

to detect mines, launched on July 28? Neerakshi 

JULY 2023 

1. Which day of July is celebrated as World Rangers 

Day?  31st  

2. July 29 is designated as the Global Tiger Day. 

Which country has the largest population of 

Tigers?  India 

3. World Hepatitis Day falls on July 28.  Hepatitis 

primarily affects which organ of body?  Liver 

4. India’s most modern and the largest International 

Exhibition-cum-Convention Centre (IECC) 

complex was inaugurated on July 26 in which city? 

New Delhi 

5. What is the formal name of the IECC inaugurated 

on July 26?  Bharat Mandapam 

6. Kargil Vijay Diwas on July 26 marks the success of 

which operation conducted on this day in 1999?  

Operation Vijay 

7. India finished 2nd on the medals tally at the ISSF 

Junior Shooting World Championships that 

concluded on July 25.  It was held in which place?  

Changwon, South Korea 

8. The Byculla railway station received UNESCO’s 

Asia Pacific Cultural Heritage award on July 24 for 

its outstanding efforts in restoration of bygone 

heritage architecture. It is in which city?  Mumbai 

9. What is the new logo of the social media platform 

Twitter, launched on July 24?  ‘X’ 

10. July 24 is celebrated as the Income Tax Day in 

India.  Which is the regulatory apex body for 

regulation of income tax in India?  Central Board 

of Direct Taxes (CBDT) 

11. Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and ________ won the 

Korea Open Badminton men's doubles title on July 

23:  Chirag Shetty 
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12. Jonas Vingegaard, winner of Tour de France 2023, 

hails from which country? Denmark 

13. Which social media giant joined hands with the 

Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT) to 

digitally train and upskill 10 million Indian 

traders?  Meta 

14. India’s first Atal Incubation Centre in fisheries is 

being set up in which city?  Kochi, Kerala 

15. National Broadcasting Day on July 23 marks the 

day on which first radio broadcast was made 

public in 1927. It was made from which radio 

station?  Bombay Station  

16. In which country a war memorial was dedicated to 

the Indian Soldiers on July 22 in honour of their 

supreme sacrifices?  Italy 

17. Italy dedicated a war memorial commending the 

supreme sacrifice of Indian soldiers in ______ war:  

World War II 

18. July 22 is observed as the National Flag Day.  Who 

designed the National Flag?  Pingali Venkayya 

19. India celebrates National Mango Day on which day 

of July?  22nd    

20. Sri Lankan President _______ Wickremesinghe 

reached New Delhi on July 20 for a two-day official 

visit:  Ranil 

21. India and Sri Lanka are celebrating the ____ 

anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 

relations: 75th  

22. Sri Lanka has agreed to link their _______ payment 

system with India’s UPI: LankaPay 

23. Sri Lanka is an important factor in the Vision 

SAGAR followed by India.  Expand the acronym 

SAGAR:  Security and Growth for All in the 

Region 

24. July 20 is observed as World Chess Day. Which 

country is regarded as the birth place of chess?  

India 

25. National Moon Day on July 20 marks the very first 

landing of human being on the Moon’s surface on 

this day in the year_____:  1969 

26. ________ was the first human being to step down on 

the Moon’s surface?  Neil Armstrong 

27. India’s first credit guarantee scheme to facilitate 

inflow of funds to MSMEs engaged in the 

_______sector was launched July 20:  Livestock 

28. In which country R Praggnanandhaa won the V 

Geza Hetenyi Memorial Super GM chess 

tournament 2023 on July 19?  Hungary 

29. The union cabinet approved a bill on July 19 for 

designating the NITIE- National Institute of 

Industrial Engineering as the 21st IIM in the 

country.  It is in which city?  Mumbai 

30. Sat Pal Bhanoo has been appointed as the new 

Managing Director of which apex financial 

institution?  LIC of India 

31. Who has been appointed as the 25th Director 

General of the Indian Coast Guard on July 19?  

Rakesh Pal 

32. In the history of which country Admiral Lisa 

Franchetti became the first woman to serve as the 

Chief of Naval Operations?  USA 

33. The “NongHyup Bank” was included in the Second 

Schedule of the RBI Act, 1934 on July 18.  It is 

based in which country? South Korea 

34. Manoj Yadava, senior IPS officer has been 

appointed the Director General of which Central 

Armed Police Force?  Railway Protection Force 

(RPF) 

35. What is the name of the world’s largest office 

building that has been built in Surat?  Surat 

Diamond Bourse 

36. Name the veteran Congress leader and former 

Chief Minister of Kerala, who breathed his last on 

July 18:  Oommen Chandy 

37. July 18 is celebrated as International Nelson 

Mandela Day. Indian government honoured him 

with which civil award in 1990?  Bharat Ratna 

38. According to the latest Henley Passport Index 

released on July 18, which country’s passport was 

placed at number one rank?  Singapore 

39. What was Indian passport’s rank in the latest 

Henley Passport Index?  80th  

40. Which apex organisation released the Export 

Preparedness Index (EPI) for 2022 on July 17 in 

New Delhi?  Nitin Aayog 

41. Which state secured number one position in the 

Export Preparedness Index?  Tamil Nadu 

42. July 17 is observed as World Day for International 

Justice. Where is the International Criminal Court?  

The Hague 

43. What was the name of the bilateral joint military 

exercise in which India participated with Mongolia 

at Ulaanbaatar from 17 to 31 July? Nomadic 

Elephant 

44. Who secured a Guinness world record for the 

fastest shot by a male player in badminton, 
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achieving a speed of 565 kmph with his smash hit? 

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy  

45. Which team lifted the Duleep Trophy on July 16 at 

Bengaluru? South Zone 

46. Which Indian university hosted the 

Commonwealth Weightlifting Championships that 

concluded on July 16?  Gautam Buddh 

University, Greater Noida 

47. Asian Athletics Championships which concluded 

on July 16, were held in which city? Bangkok 

48. Wimbledon Tennis Tournament is held in which 

city?  London 

49. Who won this year’s men’s singles title at the 

Wimbledon? Carlos Alcaraz 

50. Carlos Alcaraz hails from which country? Spain 

51. Name the unseeded tennis player who clinched 

this year’s Wimbledon’s women’s singles title? 

Marketa Vondrousova 

52. Vondrousova plays tennis for which country? 

Czech Republic  

53. Which day of June is celebrated as World Youth 

Skills Day? 15th  

54. Which UN agency provides active support for 

celebration of World Youth Skills Day? UNESCO 

55. The WHO’s cancer agency has deemed which 

artificial sweetener as a “possible” cause of cancer 

(carcinogenic)? Aspartame 

56. Headquarters of WHO are located in which city?  

Geneva 

57. Who is the current chief of the WHO? Dr Tedros 

Adhanom Ghebreyesus 

58. Prime Minister Modi visited which city in UAE on 

July 15 during his official visit?  Abu Dhabi 

59. The Power Index for 145 countries released in the 

second week of July, ranked India at which spot in 

terms of its military power? Fourth 

60. Which Indian IIT plans to open a local campus in 

Abu Dhabi?  IIT Delhi 

61. The RBI signed an MoU with the Central Bank of 

UAE for execution of the LCS system.  What is LCS?  

Local Currency Settlement 

62. India finalised a deal to buy which 26 fighter jets 

from France for its navy?  Rafale-M jets   

63. ISRO successfully launched the LVM3 M4 rocket 

carrying Chandrayaan 3 on July 14. What is 

expansion of LVM3?  Launch Vehicle Mark 3 

64. What is the name of the Lander Module carried by 

the propulsion module?  Vikram 

65. Lander Vikram carried the rover named _______ on 

to the Moon’s surface:  Pragyan 

66. India’s first ECT–elevated cross taxiway (runway) 

was inaugurated on July 14 at which international 

airport?  Delhi International Airport 

67. July 14 is observed as the Shark Awareness Day. 

Sharks do not have bones. Their skeletons are 

made up of  ______:  Cartilages 

68. At which national military parade of France, Prime 

Minister Modi was the guest of honour?  Bastille 

Day Parade 

69. Who scripted a new world record on July 13 in F64 

javelin throw in World Para-Athletics 

Championship in Paris: Sumit Antil 

70. What is the name of the indigenous Differential 

Global Navigation Satellite System launched 

recently by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 

Waterways?  Sagar Sampark 

71. What is the main objective of Sagar Sampark 

system? To enhance safe navigation of ships by 

providing more accurate positioning 

information 

72. Who is the current union minister of the Ministry 

of Ports, Shipping and Waterways? Sh. 

Sarbananda Sonowal 

73. Prime Minister Modi was honoured with France’s 

highest civil/military order on July 13. What is its 

name?  The Grand Cross of the Legion of 

Honour 

74. _______became the first Indian CPSE to get certified 

for its Anti-Bribery Management System (ABMS) 

by InterCert, USA:  ONGC 

75. July 12 is observed as World Malala Day.  What is 

her full name?  Malala Yousafzai 

76. Which UN agency supports the celebration of 

World Population Day on July 11?  U N Fund for 

Population Activities 

77. India celebrates National Fish Farmers' Day on 

which day of July?  10th  

78. Who is the current union minister of Fisheries, 

Animal Husbandry and Dairying? Sh. Parshottam 

Rupala 

79. What was the name of the joint multi-agency 

operation carried out in June 2023 by the law 

enforcement agencies of the US and India prevent 

drugs supply in USA?  Broader Swords 

80. Shavkat Mirziyoyev has been re-elected as the 

President of which Central Asian country?  

Uzbekistan 
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81. Which UN agency released the latest Multi -

dimensional Poverty Index (MPI) for 110 

countries, jointly with Oxford University? UNDP - 

United Nations Development Programme  

82. Rudransh Khandelwal, 19-year-old boy won the 

gold and created a new world record on July 10 in 

which event?  P4 mixed 50m pistol SH1 

category in World Shooting Para Sports  

83. On July 9, Parth _______ became the first Indian 

male archer to win a gold in the recurve category 

at the Youth World Championships: Salunkhe 

84. Which country recently launched its first open-

source desktop operating system (OS) named 

OpenKylin 1.0?  China 

85. India recently joined the Champions Group of the 

Global _______Response Group:  Crisis 

86. Which global organisation has set up the Global 

Crisis Response Group?   UNO 

87. Which Indian shuttler clinched the Men's Singles 

title of the Canada Open 2023 badminton 

tournament on July 09?  Lakshya Sen 

88. Which Bank launched on July 6 a virtual branch, 

Metaverse?  PNB 

89. Which country won the FIH Hockey Pro League 

2022-23?   Netherlands 

90. India hosted the Salvex-23 naval exercise with 

which country?  USA 

91. What was the name of the bilateral Maritime 

Exercise 2023 that was hosted by the Indian Navy 

from 5 to 10 July with Japanese Naval Force?  

JIMEX 23 

92. JIMEX 23 was held in Bay of Bengal, near which 

place?  Visakhapatnam 

93. RBI launched its information management 

framework on June 30 for handling its massive 

data flow.  What is its name?  Centralised 

Information Management System 

94. Maruti Suzuki India, for the first time made its 

entry into the premium MPV segment on July 5.  

What is its name?  Invicto 

95. Meta, known for Facebook and Instagram, 

launched its new microblogging platform on June 

6 with what name?  Threads 

96. Police force of which city launched a ‘Drone Police 

Unit’ on June 29 to assist cops in aerial 

surveillance?  Greater Chennai Police 

97. Government launched ________ 6G Alliance on July 

3 for the next-generation communication 

technology in India:  Bharat 

98. The market capitalisation of listed firms which 

stock exchange hit a lifetime peak of Rs 301.10 

lakh crore (trillion) on July 6?  BSE – Bombay 

Stock Exchange 

99. World Zoonoses Day is observed on July 6 for 

raising awareness on which issue?  Infectious 

diseases that can spread from animals to 

humans, and vice versa 

100. Debadatta Chand assumed charge as MD & CEO of 

which bank?  Bank of Baroda 

101. Who has been selected as the AIFF Footballer of 

the Year 2022-23 in men’s category?  Lallianzuala 

Chhangte 

102. Manisha Kalyan, winner of AIFF Footballer of the 

Year 2022-23 in women’s category, hails from 

which state?  Punjab 

103. Which country has enforced a complete ban on 

thin plastic bags, commonly used in supermarkets 

for fruit and vegetable purchases?  New Zealand 

104. Who has been appointed as chairman of the Senior 

Men’s Cricket Selection Committee by the BCCI?  

Ajit Agarkar 

105. Which country won the SAFF Football 

Championship on July 4?  India 

106. Which Indian city hosted the finals of SAFF 

Football Championship?  Bengaluru 

107. According to data released by the U.S. National 

Centers for Environmental Prediction, which was 

the hottest day ever recorded globally, recently?  

July 4 

108. Which city hosted the 23rd Summit of the SCO 

Council of Heads of State on July 4?  None, it was 

held in virtual mode 

109. Which country was added as the 9th full member 

of the SCO during the summit?  Iran 

110. India will handover the presidency of SCO for 

2023-24 to which country?  Kazakhstan 

111. What is the name of the world’s most advanced 

space telescope launched on July 01?  Euclid 

112. Which space agency launched the space telescope 

Euclid?   European Space Agency 

113. Euclid will be stationed some 1.5 million 

kilometers away from the Earth at L-2__________ 

Point:  Lagrange 
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114. The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways is 

developing a National Maritime Heritage Complex 

at which place in Gujarat?   Lothal 

115. Indian and French Naval warships undertook a 

Maritime Partnership Exercise (MPX) on June 30 

at which place?  In the Bay of Bengal 

116. Which senior advocate has been re-appointed as 

the Solicitor General of India for three more years?  

Tushar Mehta 

117. Which global bank approved $1.5 billion funding 

to help India promote low-carbon energy by 

scaling up renewable energy and green hydrogen?  

World Bank 

118. According to the 17th edition of the Global Peace 

Index 2023 released on June 28, India was placed 

at which rank?  126th  

119. Which country was declared as the most peaceful 

country of the world by the Global Peace Index 

2023?  Iceland 

120. India’s first indigenously developed 700 MW 

nuclear power reactor started its commercial 

operations on June 30 at which nuclear power 

project?  Kakrapar Atomic Power Project 

121. Kakrapar Atomic Power Project is located in 

which state?  Gujarat, at Kakrapar 

122. The ‘Carbon Credit Trading Scheme, 2023’ has 

been launched by which union ministry?  Ministry 

of Power 

123. Any project or entity which saves on emissions can 

issue carbon ________against their savings:  Credit 

124. One carbon credit is equivalent to avoiding or 

reducing emission of ______ ton of carbon dioxide 

or the equivalent in other greenhouse gases:  One 

125. International Plastic Bag Free Day is observed on 

which day of the year?  July 03 

126. In which state the Geological Survey of India has 

declared India’s biggest “Natural Arch'' as a Geo 

Heritage Site?  Odisha 

127. July 2 is celebrated as World ________Journalists 

Day:  Sports 

128. First _________of July is celebrated as the 

International Day of Cooperatives:  Saturday 

129. Neeraj Chopra clinched the Lausanne Diamond 

League 2023 title in which country?  Switzerland 

130. Which country won the Asian Kabaddi 

Championship on June 30 in Busan, S. Korea?  

India 

131. Who was the captain of the Indian Kabaddi team?  

Pawan Sehrawat 

132. India’s __________Pallikal and ________Pal Sandhu 

won the gold medal on June 30 at the Asian Mixed 

Doubles Squash Tournament:  Dipika; Harinder 

133. In which country at least 100 people lost their 

lives in the second half of June due to heat stroke 

related causes?  Mexico 

134. Government has permitted Banks to implement 

and operationalise the Mahila __________Savings 

Certificate Scheme, 2023:  Samman 

135. What is the maximum amount that can be 

deposited in the Mahila Samman Savings 

Certificate Scheme?  Rs. two lakh 

136. India celebrates Chartered Accountants Day on 

July 01. Which is the licensing and regulatory body 

of chartered accountants in India? Institute of 

Chartered Accountants of India 

137. National Doctor's Day on July 01 marks the birth 

anniversary of which legendary doctor?  Dr. 

Bidhan Chandra Roy 

138. For what purpose the Union Cabinet approved the 

PM-PRANAM Yojana for the farmers on June 28?  

To promote use of alternative fertilisers  

139. What nis the full form of the acronym PRANAM?  

Programme for Restoration, Awareness, 

Nourishment and Amelioration of Mother 

earth 

140. SEBI approved reducing the time period for the 

listing of shares in a public issue from the existing 

6 days to how many days?  Three 

141. Which state signed a MoU on June 28 with 

America’s largest chipmaker firm Micron 

Technology for establishing India’s first 

semiconductor assembly and test facility?  

Gujarat 

142. India ended its campaign in Special Olympics 

World Games 2023 by winning 202 medals. Which 

city hosted these games?  Berlin, Germany 

143. Which category of sportspersons participate in the 

Special Olympics World Games? People with 

intellectual disabilities 

144. Govt launched Nandi portal for what purpose?  To 

expedite issuance of NOC for veterinary drugs 

and vaccines 

145. As per the ‘Energy Transition Index’ released on 

June 28, India was placed at which spot?  67th  

146. Which country secured the first rank in the Energy 

Transition Index?  Sweden 



 GYANM GENERAL AWARENESS – DECEMBER 2023                                                                                                                                                                                    88 

147. Which Indian institute for the first time, has 

breached into the top 150 rankings, securing 

149th rank in the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) 

World University Rankings 2023?  IIT Bombay 

148. The Central Air Command of the Indian Air Force 

conducted Exercise ___________in the UB Hills area 

from June 16-23:  Ranvijay 

149. India’s largest rail coach plant in the private sector 

was inaugurated on June 22 in which city? 

Hyderabad 

150. In dia secured which rank in the 2023 IMD World 

Competitiveness Ranking?  40th  

151. Which country was ranked at the top of the 2023 

IMD World Competitiveness Ranking?   Denmark 

152. Kyriakos Mitsotakis was re-elected second time as 

the Prime Minister of which European country?  

Greece 

153. Diksha Dagar, 22-year-old hearing impaired girl 

from Haryana won her second Ladies European 

Tour in which sports?  Golf 

JUNE 2023 

1. June 30 is observed as the International Asteroid 

Day.  The Asteroid belt is located at which place in 

the space?  Between planet Mars and Jupiter 

2. World social media Day is observed on which day 

of June?  30th 

3. National Statistics Day on June 30 marks the birth 

anniversary of which legendary statistician?  Prof. 

P C Mahalanobis 

4. What is the name of the popular statistical 

measure devised by Prof. P C Mahalanobis? 

Mahalanobis Distance 

5. Doubles pair of Sutirtha Mukherjee and Ayhika 

Mukherjee won the doubles title in the World 

________ Contender tournament on June 25:  Table 

Tennis 

6. On June 25 the Egyptian President honoured Sh. 

Modi with Egypt's highest state honour.  What is 

its title?  The Order of the Nile 

7. On June 24 Prime Minister Modi reached Cairo on 

a two-day state visit to Egypt at the invitation of 

President Abdel ______El-Sisi:  Fattah 

8. What is the name of India’s first mRNA-based 

COVID-19 vaccine booster dose launched on June 

24?  GEMCOVAC-OM 

9. Which Indian company developed and 

manufactured the GEMCOVAC-OM? Gennova 

Biopharmaceuticals, Pune 

10. Prime Minister Modi addressed the Joint Session 

of the Parliament of USA on June 22.  What is its 

name?  The Congress 

11. The yoga session led by Mr Modi at the UN 

Headquarters which was attended by thousands 

of participants, created a Guinness World Record 

for which aspect?  Participation by the largest 

number (135) of nationalities in a single yoga 

session 

12. With a view to improve the quality of technical 

education in government-run institutions in India, 

the _______approved a $255.5 million loan for India:  

World Bank 

13. The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) released its 

new standard “IS 18267:2023” for ‘Food Serving 

Utensils Made from which material?  Agri By-

Products 

14. The Asian Development Bank approved a $295 

million loan to which state for widening and 

upgrading 265 km of state highways?  Bihar 

15. June 25 is observed as World Vitiligo Day.  Vitiligo 

affects which part of body? Skin 

16. The International Day of Women in Diplomacy 

was observed for the first time on which day of 

June in 2023? 24th  

17. Indian Olympic Association (IOA) launched the 

"Bharat in _____" campaign on June 23 with a short 

marathon at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in New 

Delhi:  Paris 

18. June 23 is World Olympic Day.  Which one 

amongst Summer Olympics, Winter Olympics, 

Youth Olympics and Paralympics, is NOT 

organised by the International Olympic 

Committee?  Paralympics 

19. June 22 is celebrated as World Rainforest Day.  

Which are the largest rainforests of the world? 

Amazon Rainforest 

20. Which country hosted a two-day Summit for a 

New Global Financing Pact on June 22-23? France 

21. Which US aerospace major signed a MoU on June 

22 with Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd to produce 

fighter jet engines for the Indian Air Force? GE 

Aerospace 

22. Which is the most liveable city in the world as per 

the Global Liveability Index 2023 released on June 

21?  Vienna, Austria 

23. Name the charismatic football star who was 

awarded a Guinness World Record on June 21 for 
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making the highest number, 200, international 

appearances:  Cristiano Ronaldo 

24. The Global Gender Gap Index 2023 released on 

June 20 placed which country at the top for the 

least gender bias? Iceland 

25. India was placed at which spot in the Global 

Gender Gap Index? 127th  

26. Dr. Tedros Ghebreyesus was honoured by the 

International Olympic Committee (IOC) on June 20 

with the ‘Olympic Order’.  He heads which global 

UN agency? WHO 

27. The Indian Army’s Northern Command concluded 

a massive military exercise — Agneyastra-1 on 

June 19 in which area?  Eastern Ladakh 

28. Which Indian city achieved a Guinness World 

Record on June 21 for the largest gathering of 1.53 

lakh people for a yoga session at one place? Surat, 

Gujarat 

29. With what central theme India celebrated this 

year’s International Yoga Day? Yoga for 

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam 

30. June 21 is observed as the World Hydrography 

Day. Where are the headquarters of the 

International Hydrographic Organisation? Monte 

Carlo, Monaco 

31. World Music Day is celebrated on which day of 

June?  21st  

32. June 20 is observed as the World ______ Day to 

respect and honour the courage and resilience of 

the displaced persons across the world: Refugee 

33. The Central Government introduced a new 

collection of professional learning courses called 

_________on the iGOT Karmayogi platform of the 

Ministry of Personnel:  Dakshta 

34. The acronym DAKSHTA stands for what?  

Development of Attitude, Knowledge, Skills for 

Holistic Change in Administration 

35. What is the name of the India’s first Armoured 

Light Specialist Vehicle (ALSV) supplied recently 

to the Indian armed forces? Armado 

36. ASLV Armado has been built indigenously by 

which company? Mahindra Defence Systems 

37. The United Nations adopted a first-ever treaty on 

June 19 to protect marine life in which area? The 

high seas 

38. C A Bhavani Devi created history on June 19 by 

securing India’s first-ever medal at the 

______Fencing Championship: Asian 

39. C A Bhavani Devi hails from which state?  Tamil 

Nadu 

40. Which country hosted the multi-lateral military 

exercise Ex Khaan Quest 2023 which started on 

June 19? Mongolia 

41. Which national day is celebrated on June 19 in 

honour of P N Panicker, revered as the father of 

the library movement in Kerala? National 

Reading Day 

42. June 18 is observed as the Autistic Pride Day. 

Autism refers to which kind of disorder? 

Impairment of behavioural/ communication 

skills 

43. Celebration of Sustainable Gastronomy Day on 

June 18 highlights which aspect of gastronomy? 

Growing food in nature friendly manner and 

avoiding wastages at every stage 

44. To which country the Indian government made a 

gift of an indigenously-built in-service Missile 

Corvette?  Vietnam 

45. What was the name of the warship that the Indian 

government gifted to Vietnam? INS Kirpan 

46. What is the name of the mascot for the 37th 

National Games that was unveiled on June 18? 

Moga 

47. Mascot Moga represents which animal? Bison 

48. Pair of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty 

scripted history on June 18 by defeating reigning 

world champions in which tournament? 

Indonesia Open (Badminton) 

49. Which city hosted the Indonesia Open 

(Badminton) tournament? Jakarta 

50. Indian football team defeated which country on 

June 18 to lift the Intercontinental Football Cup? 

Lebanon 

51. Which Indian city hosted the Intercontinental 

Football Cup? Bhubaneswar 

52. June 18 is observed as the International Day for 

Countering ________:  Hate Speech 

53. Abhishek Verma clinched a gold medal in the 

men's compound individual final on June 17 in 

which international event?  Archery World Cup 

Stage 3 

54. Which day of June is observed as the World 

Crocodile Day? 17th  

55. Which country won the World Squash 

Championship on June 17 in Chennai? Egypt 
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56. Name the winner of the Gandhi Peace Prize-2021:  

Gita Press, Gorakhpur 

57. Gita Press was honoured with the prestigious 

Gandhi Peace Prize for which achievement? For 

their commendable work over the last 100 

years towards furthering social and cultural 

interests by publishing low priced socially 

useful books 

58. Which state won the National Water Award on 

June 17 for being the Best State for adopting best 

water practices? Madhya Pradesh 

59. What is the theme for this year’s World Day to 

Combat Desertification and Drought (June 17)?  

Her Land. Her Rights 

60. Which Sunday of June is celeb rated as the Fathers’ 

Day in many countries?  Third 

61. Who has been appointed as the new Secretary 

(Head) of the Research & Analysis Wing (RAW)?  

Ravi Sinha 

62. What is the main function of the RAW? Gathering 

foreign intelligence for India 

63. A news item on June 15 read, “India tops in LEED 

Zero certifications”.  Term LEED Zero is associated 

with which aspect of life? Energy conservation 

and environment protection 

64. In the term LEED, what is denoted by the letters 

‘EE’?   Energy and Environmental 

65. The official GDP data released on June 15 by which 

prominent island country showed that the country 

has slipped into recession?  New Zealand 

66. Which international day is observed on June 15 to 

promote a better understanding of incidence of 

abuse and neglect of elderly persons? World 

Elder Abuse Awareness Day 

67. Cyclone Biparjoy made landfall on June 15 on 

which coastal district of Gujarat? Kutch 

68. Global/World Wind Day falls on which date?  June 

15 

69. June 14 is observed as the World Blood Donor Day. 

Which is the largest component of blood? Plasma 

(55%) 

70. The Asian Development Bank sanctioned a $130 

million loan in June to which state for promoting 

horticulture?  Himachal Pradesh 

71. What type of ship is Sanshodhak that was 

launched on June 13 for the Indian Navy?  Survey 

Vessel 

72. Name the ASW Shallow Water Craft that was 

launched on June 13 at  Kattupalli, near Chennai:  

Anjadip 

73. June 12 is observed as the World Day Against 

__________:  Child Labour 

74. Which military exercise took place between the 

Indian Army and the Maldives National Defence 

Force? Ex Ekuverin 

75. Ex Ekuverin was held at which place from June 11 

to 24?  Chaubatia, Uttarakhand 

76. India defeated which country to lift the Women's 

Junior Hockey Asia Cup on June 11?  South Korea 

77. Which country hosted the Women's Junior Hockey 

Asia Cup? Japan 

78. Who won the women’s singles title at the French 

Open 2023? Iga Swiatek 

79. Who created history by becoming the first man to 

reach the coveted 23 grand slam titles mark? 

Novak Djokovic    

80. Iga Swiatek hails from which country? Poland 

81. Which country won the FIH Pro League Hockey 

Tournament on June 11?  India 

82. FIH Pro League Hockey Tournament was hosted 

by which country?  The Netherlands 

83. First Janjatiya Khel Mahotsav was held from June 

9 to 12 in which city?  Bhubaneswar 

84. Which country won the first edition of the FIFA U-

20 World Cup 2023 on June 11:  Uruguay 

85. Which country hosted the first edition of the FIFA 

U-20 World Cup 2023?  Argentina 

86. Final match of the ICC World Test Championship, 

2023 was played at which cricket ground in 

England? The Oval, London 

87. The _____Bank granted $148 million loan on June 9 

to support West Bengal in water management in 

rural areas:  World 

88. Who has been appointed as the CEO of the Unique 

Identification Authority of India?  Amit Agrawal 

89. Subodh Kumar Singh, an IAS officer of 1997 batch 

has been appointed as the CEO of which apex 

national body?  National Testing Agency 

90. SIDBI launched mission EVOLVE on June 05 for 

what purpose?  To finance MSMEs for electric 

vehicles 

91. What nis the expansion of the acronym EVOLVE?  

Electric Vehicle Operations and Lending for 

Vibrant Ecosystem 
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92. Multilateral naval exercise Komodo was hosted by 

which country from June 5 to 8?  Indonesia 

93. SIDBI aims to support India’s target of EV30@30. 

What does it stand for?  30% electric vehicles by 

2030 

94. Nitin Agarwal has been appointed as the new 

Director General of which paramilitary force?  

Border Security Force (BSF) 

95. Parts of Western Canada were ravaged by which 

natural calamity in the first half of June? 

Devastating wildfires 

96. The government launched a nationwide 

programme Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) in August in 

which year? 2019 

97. A new WHO report presented to NITI Aayog on 

June 9 has estimated that India’s ongoing ‘Har 

Ghar Jal’ campaign can save nearly ______ lakh lives:  

Four 

98. The Indian Navy’s Marine Commandos and divers 

participated in the Ekatha Exercise with the 

________National Defence Force, from June 4 to July 

3:  Maldives 

99. Government launched Amrit Dharohar scheme on 

June 5 for what purpose? To develop Ramsar 

sites (wetlands) as centers of eco-tourism 

100. What is the objective of the recently launched 

MISHTI initiative? Reviving and conserving 

India’s wetlands and mangroves through 

public participation 

101. What is the full form of the acronym MISHTI? 

Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline Habitats and 

Tangible Income 

102. UN General Assembly held elections on June 8 to 

elect the five non-permanent members of the UN 

Security Council:  Which country was elected from 

the Asian segment?  Japan 

103. How many countries are the members in the UN 

General Assembly? 193 

104. India topped the medals tally in the ISSF Junior 

World Cup 2023.  It was held at which place?  Suhl, 

Germany 

105. President Droupadi Murmu made a six-day state 

tour from June 4 to 9 of which two countries? 

Suriname and Serbia 

106. Which is the capital city of Suriname? 

Paramaribo 

107. ________ is the capital and the also the largest city of 

Serbia? Belgrade 

108. Which country conferred her highest civilian 

award “Grand Order of the Chain of the Yellow 

Star” on our President on June 5?  Suriname 

109. Rezoana Mallick Heena, Bharatpreet Singh, 

Siddharth Choudhary and Sunil Kumar are the 

promising sportspersons from which sport? 

Athletics 

110. The DRDO successfully flight-tested its New 

Generation Ballistic Missile Agni Prime on June 7.  

What is its maximum range? 2,000 km 

111. The first edition of India, France, and UAE 

Maritime Partnership Exercise was held on June 7-

8 in which area? Gulf of Oman 

112. RBI changed which policy rate in its second bi-

monthly policy review announced on June 8? No 

rate was changed 

113. World Brain Tumour Day is observed on which 

day of June? 8th   

114. Which major European economy was in news 

recently as it slipped into recession? Germany 

115. Among the pulses, _______ enjoyed the highest MSP 

of Rs. 8558 per quintal? Moong 

116. Which government committee approves the hike 

in the MSP of crops? The Cabinet Committee on 

Economic Affairs (CCEA) 

117. Who heads the CCEA? Prime Minister 

118. Kharif crops are sown in which season? Rainy 

season 

119. Government plans to launch a Mission on 

Advanced and High-Impact Research (MAHIR), to 

quickly identify emerging technologies in which 

sector? Power generation 

120. What is the name of the heavyweight Torpedo that 

was recently tested successfully by the Indian 

Navy?  Varunastra 

121. Who supports the celebration of the World _______ 

Safety Day on June 7: Food 

122. June ___ is observed as the World Pest Day: 6 

123. Grandmaster ________ Chithambaram won the 23rd 

Dubai Open Chess Tournament on June 4: 

Aravindh 

124. A two-day "Lavender Festival" was held on June 4-

5 in Bhaderwah Valley in which area? Jammu and 

Kashmir 

125. Recent surge in the Lavender farming in J&K is 

also popularly known as _________ revolution: 

Purple  
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126. The National Dam Safety Authority has designated 

Malaviya National Institute of Technology as the 

National Centre for Earthquake Safety of Dams. It 

is in which place? Jaipur 

127. Which institute secured the “Best Overall 

Ranking” in the National Institutional Ranking 

Framework (NIRF) 2023?  IIT Madras  

128. Which university secured the highest ranking in 

the NIRF 2023?  IISc-Bangalore 

129. Which medical institute was declared the best in 

the NIRF 2023? AIIMS-Delhi 

130. Under which mission the Indian Navy collected 

over 78,000 Kilograms of plastic waste in the last 

year from the Indian coastline? Puneet Sagar 

Abhiyaan 

131. Which state hosted the 3rd Khelo India University 

Games? Uttar Pradesh 

132. Which university topped the 3rd Khelo India 

University Games? Panjab University, 

Chandigarh 

133. Amlan Borgohain, Indian _________ bagged two gold 

medals on June 4, in the men's 100 and 200-meter 

races at the Flanders Cup 2023: Sprinter 

134. June 5 is celebrated as the World Environment 

Day.  Which is this year’s host country for the Day? 

Côte d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) 

135. On June 01, Dennis Francis was elected as the 

President of the 78th session of the UN General 

Assembly.  He hails from which country? Trinidad 

and Tobago 

136. RBI launched the ‘100 Days 100 Pays’ campaign on 

June 01 to trace and settle the top 100 

________deposits of every bank in every district 

within 100 days: Unclaimed 

137. An unclaimed deposit is one in which there are no 

operation for ____ years or more?  Ten 

138. Banks are required to transfer the unclaimed 

deposits to the “Depositor _______and Awareness” 

Fund maintained by the RBI:  Education 

139. Recep ______ Erdogan has been re-elected as the 

President of Turkiye for the third successive five-

year term: Tayyip 

140. One of the worst rail accidents that the country has 

witnessed in the last 15 years, in which around 

300 people lost their lives, occurred near which 

place?  Bahanaga, near Balasore 

141. World Bicycle Day is observed on the ____ day of 

June: Third 

142. K Krithivasan has been appointed as the new CEO 

and MD of which major IOT company? Tata 

Consultancy Services (TCS) 

143. Which All India Institute of Medical Sciences 

(AIIMS) became the first of all AIIMSs to receive 

the prestigious NABH accreditation?  AIIMS, 

Nagpur 

144. Which international day on June 01 celebrates the 

importance of parenthood and its role in 

providing protection to children? The Global Day 

of Parents 

145. June 1 is marked as the World Milk Day.  On which 

date we observe the National Milk Day? 

November 26 

146. Ashwani Kumar has been appointed as the CEO 

cum MD of which bank? UCO Bank 

147. Bola Tinubu has been sworn in as the new 

President of which major African country? 

Nigeria 

148. India’s junior men’s hockey team, led by _______, 

won the Asia Cup on June 01 in Salalah, Oman: 

Uttam Singh 

149. India's GDP is pegged to grow at ___ per cent 

during 2022-23 as per the Statistics Ministry's 

provisional estimates released on June 1:  7.2 

150. Prime Minister of Nepal Pushpa Kamal _______ 

Prachanda arrived in New Delhi on May 31 on a 

four-day official visit to India:  Dahal 

151. The 23rd season of the International Indian Film 

Academy (IIFA) Awards was held on May 27 in 

which place?  Abu Dhabi, UAE 

152. Which film won the IIFA award for the “Best 

Picture”?  Drishyam 2 

153. What is the name of the coveted award for the Best 

Film at the 2023 Cannes Film Festival? Palme 

d’Or 

154. Which film won the prestigious Palme d’Or award 

at the 2023 Cannes Film Festival? Anatomy of a 

Fall 

155. The Indian Army recently conducted this exercise 

along the western borders in Rajasthan and 

Punjab from May 22 to 25:  Sudarshan Shakti 

2023 

156. Chennai Super Kings won the 5th IPL Tournament 

by defeating which team? Gujarat Titans 

157. Girish Chandra Murmu, the CAG of India has been 

re-elected as External Auditor of which global 

organisation? World Health Organisation  
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158. Norodom Sihamoni, the King of ______, arrived in 

New Delhi on May 29 on a three-day official visit:  

Cambodia 

159. Which Indian business tycoon has been appointed 

as the member of Advisory Committee to the 

President of the 28th Session of the COP-28 to the 

UNFCCC?  Mukesh Ambani 

160. Noted writer Damodar Mauzo received the 

country's highest literary honour “Jnanpith 

Award” on May 28.  He writes in which language? 

Konkani 

161. Name the India’s ace shuttler who clinched the 

Malaysia Masters singles badminton title on May 

28 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia: H S Prannoy 

162. ISRO successfully launched which navigational 

satellite on May 29 from Sriharikota? NVS-01 

163. For the first time, the NVS-01 will use an 

indigenously developed ________atomic clock: 

Rubidium 

164. Who was sworn in as the Central Vigilance 

Commissioner by the President of India on May 

29?  Praveen Kumar Srivastava 

MAY 2023 

1. Which international day is observed on May 31 to 

educate people about the harmful effect of tobacco 

consumption?  No Tobacco Day 

2. May 29 is celebrated as International Everest Day to 

mark the first conquering of this highest peak on this 

day in 1953 by whom?  Edmund Hillary 

3. Edmund Hillary hailed from which country?  New 

Zealand 

4. In Nepal, Mt Everest is locally known as ________:  

Sagarmatha 

5. On the Chinese side, Mt Everest is known by which 

name?  Qololangma  

6. The New building of Parliament has how many seats 

in Lok Sabha and in Rajya Sabha, respectively?   888 

and 384 

7. What is the name of the grand Exhibition Hall built 

in the center of the new parliament for showcasing 

India's democratic heritage?  Constitution Hall 

8. A historical sceptre called “Sengol” has been 

installed at which place in the new parliament? Next 

to Lok Sabha Speaker's seat 

9. May 28 is observed as the Amnesty International 

Day.  NGO Amnesty International is based in which 

city? London, UK 

10. Which global organisation awards the Dag 

Hammarskjold Medal for supreme acts of velour and 

sacrifice? UN Peacekeeping Force 

11. The Asian Development Bank approved a $141.12 

million loan for the development of infrastructure in 

three industrial clusters in which state?  Andhra 

Pradesh 

12. The book titled “The Golden Years” is the memoirs of 

which veteran author? Ruskin Bond 

13. Smoke and Ashes is a recent novel authored by 

whom?  Amitav Ghosh 

14. May 25 is observed as World Thyroid Day. Thyroid 

gland is found in which part of body? Around neck 

15. On May 25, which state declared herself to be India’s 

first “total e-governed state”? Kerala 

16. The 3rd Khelo India University Games were 

inaugurated on May 25 in which city of Uttar 

Pradesh? Lucknow 

17. Who is the chief minister of Kerala? Pinarayi 

Vijayan 

18. The finance ministry on May 24 hiked the tax 

exemption limit for leave encashment on retirement, 

to Rs ____lakh, from Rs. 3 lakh at present:  25 

19. R Dinesh has been elected as the President of the 

Confederation of Indian _________on May 24 for 2023-

24:   Industry 

20. Murali Sreeshankar and Jeswin Aldrin, won gold and 

silver, respectively, on May 24 at an International 

Meet in which event?  Long jump   

21. Georgi Gospodinov and Angela Rodel (translator) 

bagged the prestigious 2023 International Booker 

Prize on May 23.  Mr Gospodinov hails from which 

country? Bulgaria 

22. Mr Gospodinov won the Booker Prize for which of 

his novels?  Time Shelter 

23. What is the prize money given with the International 

Booker Prize? 50,000 British Pounds 

24. After Rice and Wheat, which is the third single major 

crop of India? Maize 

25. The BCCI signed a new partnership deal with which 

global sportswear brand for being the sole supplier 

of all "match, training and travel wear" for its 

players? Adidas 

26. INSV Tarini, with a six-member crew, was received 

ceremoniously at INS Mandovi in Goa on May 23 for 

which achievement? It returned after completing 

a 17,000 nautical miles (31,500 km) long trans-

ocean inter-continental voyage  
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27. For the first time, a G20 Working Group Meeting was 

held in Srinagar, J&K on May 22-24.  Name the 

working group: G20 Tourism Working Group 

28. With which country India participated in a bilateral 

naval exercise ‘Al-Mohed-Al Hindi-23’ from May 21 

to 25? Saudi Arabia 

29. Exercise ‘Al-Mohed-Al Hindi-23’ was conducted in 

which area? Persian Gulf  

30. PM Narendra Modi landed in which Japanese city on 

May 19 on way to his three-nation tour? Hiroshima 

31. Sh Modi participated in which two multi-nation 

summits in Hiroshima? G-7 and Quad 

32. Which two countries honoured Sh Modi on May 22 

with their highest civilian honours? Papua New 

Guinea and Fiji 

33. Kami Rita Sherpa, the 53-year-old record-holding 

Nepalese mountain guide scaled Mt Everest for a 

record ______time on May 23: 28th  

34. Neeraj Chopra reached the top of the latest men's 

javelin throw world rankings, issued by _________?  

World Athletics 

35. What is the theme of this year’s World Turtle Day 

(May 23)?  I love Turtles 

36. Which day of May is observed as the International 

Day for Biodiversity?  22nd  

37. May 21 is observed as the International Tea Day.  

Which Indian city is popularly known as the Tea 

Capital of India?  Jorhat, Assam 

38. Anti-Terrorism Day on May 21 marks the 

martyrdom of which national leader? Sh. Rajiv 

Gandhi 

39. Sh. Rajiv Gandhi was the Prime Minister of India 

during which period? 1984-89 

40. What is the name of the memorial built in honour 

of Rajiv Gandhi? Veer Bhumi, New Delhi 

41. Who won the men’s singles title of the Italian Open 

Tennis Tournament on May 21? Daniil Medvedev 

42. Daniil Medvedev hails from which country?  

Russia 

43. Name the veteran Congress leader who formally 

took charge as Karnataka's new Chief Minister on 

May 20:  Siddaramaiah 

44. World Metrology Day is observed globally every 

year on May 20 to create awareness about ____ :  

Importance of weights and measurements 

45. When do we celebrate the World Meteorological 

Day? March 23 

46. The University Grants Commission (UGC) 

announced a new initiative titled ‘NEP SAARTHI on 

May 19 with what objective? To involve students 

in the implementation of the National 

Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 

47. What is the full form of SAARTHI? Student 

Ambassador for Academic Reforms in 

Transforming Higher Education in India 

48. Who is the current Chairman of UGC? Prof M 

Jagadesh Kumar 

49. _________became the first state in the country to 

launch a free air travel facility to senior citizens for 

pilgrimage: Madhya Pradesh 

50. Whom is the current Chief Minister of Madhya 

Pradesh? Shivraj Singh Chouhan 

51. Country's first commercial passenger flight using 

an indigenously produced SAF blend was 

successfully flown on May 19. What is SAF?  

Sustainable Aviation Fuel 

52. RBI announced the withdrawal of the 2,000 rupees 

denomination banknotes from circulation on May 

19 under which policy? Clean Note Policy 

53. RBI board approved on May 19 a transfer of Rs 

87,416 crore as the _______to the government for 

the FY ending 31 March, 2023:  Dividend 

54. Two new judges joined the Supreme Court on May 

19. What is the total sanctioned strength of judges 

in the Supreme Court? 34 (including the CJI)  

55. India celebrates the third Friday of May every year 

as the National ________Species Day: Endangered 

56. According to a Rashtrapati Bhavan communique 

on May 18, who was assigned the independent 

charge as Minister of State in the Ministry of Law 

and Justice, in addition to his existing portfolios? 

Arjun Ram Meghwal 

57.  Former Law Minister, Kiren Rijiju has been shifted 

to the Ministry of _______as Minister of state: Earth 

Sciences 

58. International Museum Day is celebrated on May 

18. Study of museums is known as ______:  

Museology 

59. May 18 is observed as the World ______Vaccine Day:  

AIDS 

60. What is full form of AIDS? Acquired 

ImmunoDeficiency Syndrome 

61. AIDS is the advanced stage of infection caused by 

which virus? HIV - Human Immunodeficiency 

Virus 
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62. India launched ‘Operation Karuna’ on May 18 to 

provide emergency assistance to which country?  

Myanmar 

63. The Indian Navy's sixth and final Kalvari class 

submarine named _______, began its sea trial on May 

18: Vaghsheer 

64. May 17 is observed as the World _______ Day to 

promote public awareness of ill-effects of high 

blood pressure (BP): Hypertension 

65. Who has been appointed as the new chairman of 

Union Public Service Commission (UPSC)? Manoj 

Soni 

66. India celebrates National ________ Day on May 16 to 

raise awareness about this mosquito-borne 

disease? Dengue 

67. Which state capital hosted the South Asian Youth 

Table Tennis Championship 2023 from May 15 to 

17?  Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh 

68. UGC launched a newly redesigned website UTSAH 

on May 16 for what purpose? For sharing UGC's 

initiatives for qualitative reforms in higher 

education 

69. What is the full form of UTSAH? Undertaking 

Transformative Strategies and Actions in 

Higher education 

70. UGC launched which portal on May 16 to facilitate 

the universities in hiring of experienced 

professionals in various fields? “Professors of 

Practice” - PoP portal 

71. A citizen centric portal named ________ was 

launched on May 16 to enable mobile users to 

track and block their lost mobile phones: Sanchar 

Saathi 

72. Which global organisation brings out the “World 

Economic Situation and Prospects” report?  

United Nations, UNCTAD 

73. In a first in the country, which state launched on 

May 15 a social welfare fund for MNREGA workers 

in the State? Kerala 

74. Name the Tata Group Chairman who was 

honoured with Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur--

France’s highest civilian award: N 

Chandrasekaran 

75. MIT-World Peace University has built Asia's first-

ever subsea research lab in which city? Pune 

76. What was the name of the India-Indonesia 

bilateral naval exercise that was held from May 14 

to 19?  Samudra Shakti-23 

77. Samudra Shakti-23 was held in which area? Near 

Batam Island in Indonesia 

78. Which super strong cyclone devastated parts of 

Myanmar on May 14? Cyclone Mocha 

79. Pair of Divya TS and Sarabjot Singh won gold in 

mixed team category in an international event in 

which sport? Shooting 

80. Praveen Sood, Senior IPS officer has been 

appointed as the next Director of which apex 

national organisation? Central Bureau of 

Investigation (CBI) 

81. Which state is the first one to implement the ‘right 

to walk’ by making it mandatory for all road-

owning agencies to provide footpath and cycle 

tracks in all future expansion of roads?  Punjab 

82. RBI has asked banks to completely de-link from 

LIBOR/MIFOR wef which date?  July 01, 2023 

83. International Nurses Day on May 12 marks the 

birthday of Florence Nightingale. She hailed from 

which country? Britain 

84. National Technology Day on May 11 

commemorates which major technological 

breakthrough that was achieved in 1998?  

Successful testing of India’s first nuclear bombs  

85. What was the code name of the operation that 

tested India’s first nuclear bombs? Operation 

Shakti 

86. V. Prraneeth, 15-year-old Chess player from 

________ became India’s 82nd Grandmaster on May 

11:  Telangana 

87. Ms. ______ Yaccarino has been appointed as the new 

CEO of Twitter: Linda 

88. Which country hosted the 42nd Summit of ASEAN 

on May 10-11 at Labuan Bajo? Indonesia 

89. What was the theme of this year’s ASEAN Summit?  

ASEAN Affairs: Epicentrum of Growth 

90. Who is the current President of Indonesia? Joko 

Widodo 

91. What is the full form of ASEAN? Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations 

92. In a big development, the Geological Survey of 

India has found massive Lithium deposits in which 

region in central Rajasthan? Degana 

93. The Indian Navy and the Royal Thai Navy 

conducted the 35th edition of the India-Thailand 

Coordinated Patrol from May 3 to 10 in which 

place? Andaman Sea 



 GYANM GENERAL AWARENESS – DECEMBER 2023                                                                                                                                                                                    96 

94. The Union Health Ministry launched a learning 

management information digital platform 

SAKSHAM on May 10 for what purpose? For 

providing online training and medical 

education to all the health professionals 

95. What is the full expansion of the acronym 

SAKSHAM? Stimulating Advanced Knowledge 

for Sustainable Health Management 

96. ISRO successfully conducted its first integrated 

test of the 2000 kN semi cryogenic engine on May 

10 at which place? Mahendragiri, Tamil Nadu 

97. World Migratory Bird Day celebrated twice in a 

year on ______ Saturday of May and October:  

Second 

98. Indian girls bagged 10 gold, 4 silver and 3 bronze 

medals in various categories in the Moscow 

_______Stars Championship: Wushu 

99. The World Bank approved a $82 million loan to 

India to prevent, detect, and respond to which type 

of endemic and emerging infectious diseases?  

Zoonotic 

100. May 8 is celebrated as the World Thalassemia Day.  

Thalassemia affects which part of body? Red 

blood cells, it destroys them 

101. Which day of May is celebrated as the World Red 

Cross Day? 8th  

102. Who is credited with the foundation of the Red 

Cross movement in 1863? Henri Dunant 

103. First _______ of May is celebrated as the World 

Laughter Day every year: Sunday 

104. A first of its kind Indian Air Force Heritage Centre 

was inaugurated on May 8 in which city?  

Chandigarh 

105. The Annual Laureus Sports Awards ceremony was 

held on May 8 in which city?  Paris, France 

106. Who was declared Laureus World Sportswoman of 

the Year? Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce 

107. Who won the Laureus World Breakthrough of the 

Year Award 2022? Carlos Alcaraz 

108. Alcaraz achieved number one ranking on Sep 12, 

2022 at the age of 19 in which sport? Tennis  

109. Carlos Alcaraz hails from which country? Spain 

110. Pryce excels in which sport? Athletics, mainly 

100 m sprint 

111. Pryce hails from which country? Jamaica 

112. Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal and 

Myanmar's Deputy Prime Minister Admiral Tin 

Aung San jointly inaugurated which Port on May 9 

in Myanmar? Sittwe 

113. World Athletics celebrates May 07 as the World 

Athletics Day. It is based in which country?  

Monaco 

114. Which part of Canada was ravaged by fire & floods 

in the first week of May? Western 

115. In a key historical event, King Charles III was 

crowned at his Coronation on May 6 in which 

Abbey in London? Westminster 

116. Along with King Charles’s coronation, who was 

crowned as the Queen of Britain? Queen Camilla 

117. Which Landing Ship Tank, amphibious assault ship 

of the Indian Navy was decommissioned on May 6? 

INS Magar 

118. India emerged at the top of the medal tally on May 

5 in the ______ Cup-World Ranking Tournament, 

Stage II, held in Tashkent: Asia 

119. Neeraj Chopra won the _______ Diamond League in 

Qatar on May 5: Doha 

120. UNESCO celebrates May 5 as _______ World Heritage 

Day? African 

121. What was the theme for this year’s Hand Hygiene 

Day observed on May 5?  Save Lives: Clean Your 

Hands 

122. The full moon day in May is celebrated as which 

popular festival? Buddha Purnima 

123. In Hinduism, Buddha is considered as the 

______avatar (incarnation) of Lord Vishnu: Ninth

  

124. Lord Buddha attained Mahaparinirvana at which 

place? Kushinagar, Uttar Pradesh 

125. Sarnath, near Varanasi, is associated with which 

event in the life of Lord buddha? His first sermon 

126. A two-day meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) was 

held at which place in Goa on May 4-5? Benaulim 

127. Before joining the World Bank as President, Mr. 

Ajay Banga was the CEO of which global financial 

giant? Mastercard 

128. The 10th Landport between India and Bangladesh 

was inaugurated on May 4 at which place in 

Meghalaya? Dawki 

129. Which day of May is observed as the Coal Miners 

Day? Fourth 

130. __________is the largest coal producing state in India: 

Jharkhand 
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131. India is the second largest producer of coal, next 

only to________: China 

132. In India, the coal mining began in 1774 at which 

place? Asansol, West Bengal 

133. May 04 is observed as the International _______    

Day to show our support and appreciation for the 

firefighters: Firefighters’ 

134. The RBI launched the G20 TechSprint, a global 

technology competition, in collaboration with 

which global organisation? The Bank for 

International Settlements, BIS 

135. The BIS is based in which city? Basel, Switzerland 

136. Which state made history on May 3 by becoming 

the first state to introduce its own ranking system 

for higher education institutions? Kerala 

137. What is the objective of launching G20 TechSprint?  

To improve cross-border payments 

138. Who topped the latest Forbes list of top 10 highest 

paid athletes, released on May 03? Cristiano 

Ronaldo 

139. International Leopard Day is celebrated on which 

day of May? 3rd  

140. Which country secured the top rank in the World 

Press Freedom Index 2023, released on May 03? 

Norway 

141. What was India’s rank in the World Press Freedom 

Index? 161st 

142. May 3 is celebrated as the World Press Freedom 

Day.  In India, which article of the Indian 

Constitution ensures the freedom of press? Article 

19(1)(a) 

143. Press or media is regarded as the _____ pillar of 

democracy? Fourth 

144. The Ministry of Finance launched a scheme, “Vivad 

se Vishwas I for providing financial relief to which 

segment of enterprises? MSMEs 

145. Luca Brecel, 28 year old snooker champ from 

________ won the World Snooker Championship for 

the first time on May 01: Belgium 

146. A nationwide Animal Husbandry, Dairying, and 

Fisheries (AHDF) KCC Campaign was launched 

from 1st May, 2023 to 31st March, 2024. What is 

full form of KCC? Kisan Credit Card 

147. Who can apply for a Kisan Credit Card? Any land-

owning farmer or tenant farmer or share 

cropper in the age group of 18 to 75 years 

148. What is the maximum amount of loan that can be 

given under KCC scheme? No upper limit; it is 

need based 

149. The Indian Armed Forces conducted exercise 

“Buland Bharat” at which place in Arunachal 

Pradesh for testing their integrated surveillance 

and firepower capabilities? Tawang 

150. Indian Navy participated in the inaugural ASEAN 

India Maritime Exercise from 02 to 08 May.  It was 

hosted by which country? Singapore 

151. Singapore hosted ASEAN India Maritime Exercise 

at which place? South China Sea 

152. May 2 is observed as World Tuna Day. Tuna is a 

rich source of _______ fat: Omega-3 

153. World Asthma Day is observed every year on the 

first ________of May: Tuesday 

154. What is the permanent cure for getting rid of 

Asthma? It’s not curable 

155. The Engagement Group meeting on Universal 

Holistic Health was held on May 01-02 on which 

island? Bangaram, Lakshadweep 

156. International Labour Day on May 01 

commemorates the tragic incident of the 

Haymarket massacre in 1886 that took place 

in________: Chicago, USA 

157. Who has been appointed as the MD & CEO of the 

Bank of India? Rajneesh Karnatak 

158. Debadatta Chand has been appointed as the MD & 

CEO of which public sector bank? Bank of Baroda 

159. Pair of Mairaj Ahmad Khan and Ms. _____ Sekhon 

won gold on April 30 in ISSF Shotgun World Cup in 

Cairo, Egypt: Ganemat 

160. Which is the official authority for recommending 

persons for the post of heads of public sector 

banks? Financial Services Institutions Bureau 

161. Ajit Kumar Mohanty, renowned physicist has been 

was appointed as the Chairman of which apex 

scientific organisation? Atomic Energy 

Commission 

162. Atomic Energy Commission is situated in which 

city? Mumbai 

163. Santiago Peña has been elected as the President of 

which South American country? Paraguay 

164. Sergio Pérez of Mexico won the Baku Grand Prix 

Formula-1 Championship for team Red Bull on 

April 30, in which country? Azerbaijan 



 GYANM GENERAL AWARENESS – DECEMBER 2023                                                                                                                                                                                    98 

165. Ding Liren of ______was crowned world rapid chess 

champion on April 30 in FIDE World 

Championship:  China 

166. Which city hosted the FIDE World Championship?  

Astana, Kazakhstan 

167. Chirag _______and Satwiksairaj _______pair scripted 

history by winning the men’s doubles title on April 

30, in the Badminton Asia Championship in Dubai:  

Shetty; Rankireddy 

168. Commander Abhilash Tomy, the 44-year-old 

seasoned sailor of Indian Navy completed the 

round of earth in a yacht on April 29. What is one 

word for this journey?  Circumnavigation 

169. What was the name of the circumnavigation 

completed by Cdr Tomy? Golden Globe Race 

170. Which state secured first rank in the National 

Manufacturing Innovation Survey 2021-22 that 

evaluated the innovation performance of 

manufacturing firms in India? Karnataka 

171. Who is the Minister of the union ministry of Micro, 

Small, and Medium Enterprises? Sh. Narayan 

Rane 

172. Who was honoured with the Lifetime Achievement 

Award at the 68th Hyundai Filmfare Awards 

ceremony? Prem Chopra, veteran negative 

character artist 

173. Which film won the Filmfare Award for the Best 

Film? Gangubai Kathiawadi 

174. The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

Defence Ministers Meeting was held on April 28 in 

which city? New Delhi 

175. Who chaired the SCO Defence Ministers Meeting in 

New Delhi? Rajnath Singh, Defence Minister 

176. India and the UK have decided to jointly create an 

“India-UK 'Net Zero' Innovation Virtual Centre” for 

what objective? Reduction in Carbon emissions 

in manufacturing and transport sector 

177. Who has been appointed as the new chairman of 

LIC?  Siddhartha Mohanty 

178. What was the name of the joint military exercise of 

India and Britain that started on April 27? Ajeya 

Warrior 2023 

179. Exercise Ajeya Warrior 2023 was hosted by Britain 

at which place? Salisbury Plains 

180. The Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry activated 

the ‘City ______ Competition’ portal on April 27: 

Beauty 

181. The construction of India's first and the highest 

cable-stayed rail bridge in J&K was completed on 

April 26.  What is its name?  Anji Khad rail bridge 

182. The Finance Ministry gave its approval on April 26 

to upgrade which Central Public Sector Enterprise 

to ‘Navratna’ category? Rail Vikas Nigam 

Limited 

183. The Green Organization, USA has awarded Global 

Gold Award to which Indian PSU for its 

outstanding work under the Corporate Social 

Responsibility scheme? Power Grid Corporation 

of India Ltd. 

184. The Index of Economic Freedom 2023, released 

recently placed India at which rank? 131st  

185. Which country secured the top spot in the Index of 

Economic Freedom 2023? Singapore 

186. Who has been selected as the Chairperson of 

NASSCOM for the period 2023-24? Anant 

Maheshwari 

187. Anant Maheshwari heads which corporate entity?  

Microsoft India 

188. What is the full form of the acronym NASSCOM?  

National Association of Software and Service 

Companies 

APRIL 2023 

1. Ayushman Bharat Diwas on April 30 marks the 

launch of which health scheme of the government? 

Ayushman Bharat Yojana 

2.  World Veterinary Day is observed on the ______ 

Saturday of April:  Last 

3. World Intellectual Property Day on April 26 is 

supported by World Intellectual Property Office – 

WIPO. Where are the headquarters of WIPO?  

Geneva, Switzerland 

4. Which UT hosted the Y20 (youth-20) Pre-Summit 

under India's G20 Presidency on April 26-27-28?  

Ladakh 

5. Who has been selected by the BCCI to captain the 

test squad for the World Test Championship final 

against Australia?  Rohit Sharma 

6. The World Test Championship final match will be 

played at which venue?  The Oval, London 

7. April 25 is observed as World Malaria Day. Malaria 

can spread to humans through the bites of which 

infected female mosquitoes?  Anopheles 

8. The 95 year old towering Akali Dal politician from 

Punjab breathed his last on April 25 in Mohali, 
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Punjab. His native village Badal lies in which 

district of Punjab?  Muktsar 

9. April 25 is observed as World Penguin Day. 

Penguins are mammals or birds? Birds 

10. According to the Trends in World Military 

Expenditure, 2022, released by SIPRI on April 24, 

ranked India at which spot on the basis of amount 

of its military expenditure?  Fourth 

11. The village Mana on the India-China border in 

Chamoli district of Uttarakhand, was in news 

recently for what reason? It has been recognised 

as the ‘first Indian village’ 

12. What is the name of the rescue mission launched 

by India on April 24 to evacuate its stranded 

citizens from civil war torn Sudan? Operation 

Kaveri 

13. What is the title of the autobiography of veteran 

politician Ghulam Nabi Azad, released recently?  

Azad 

14. Who is the author of the recently published 

popular novel “The Soulmate”?  Emily Henry 

15. April 24 is observed as the National Panchayati Raj 

Day. Which amendment of the Constitution is 

associated with the Panchayati Raj Act?  73rd  

16. Panchayati Raj Act came in to force in which year?  

1993 

17. Which multilateral organisation released its 2023 

Logistics Performance Index report on April 23?  

The World Bank 

18. Which country topped the2023 Logistics 

Performance Index (LPI)?  Singapore 

19. What was India’s rank in the LPI 2023?  38th  

20. Which country was placed at the bottom of the LPI 

2023?  Libiya 

21. April 23 is observed as World ______ and Copyright 

Day:  Book 

22. Which city has been selected as the “World Book 

Capital” for the year 2023?  Accra, Ghana 

23. Which UN agency actively supports the 

celebration of World Book and Copyright Day on 

April 23?  UNESCO 

24. Jyothi _______Vennam won two gold medals in 

archery on April 22, at the Archery World Cup 

2023 in Antalya:  Surekha 

25. Which country hosted the Archery World Cup 

2023?  Türkiye 

26. Which Union Ministry launched the "Irrigation 

Census" to collect data about all the water bodies 

in the country?  Jal Shakti Ministry 

27. As per the "Irrigation Census" data, which state 

has the largest number of water bodies? West 

Bengal 

28. ISRO launched two satellites of ________ into space 

on April 22: Singapore 

29. What is the main objective of celebrating the Earth 

Day on April 22? To create awareness about 

hazards of pollution 

30. The Civil Services Day on April 21 commemorates 

which historical event that took place on this day 

in 1947?  Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel’s address to 

the first batch of Indian Administrative 

Services (IAS) officers 

31. Sardar Patel referred to civil servants as the 

‘________of India':  Steel Frame 

32. Wing Commander Deepika Misra was in news 

recently for which achievement?  Becoming the 

first woman Air Force officer to receive a 

gallantry medal, Vayu Seva Medal 

33. Which Caribbean country re-elected Miguel Díaz-

Canel as President for a second five-year term?  

Cuba 

34. The first Global Buddhist Summit was held in 

which city on April 20-21?  New Delhi 

35. Assam state signed a historic agreement on April 

20 with which other state for the settlement of an 

over five-decade old inter-state boundary 

dispute? Arunachal Pradesh 

36. Which city in India recorded the highest number 

of digital payment transactions in 2022, with 29 

million transactions worth $65 billion?  

Bengaluru 

37. Which city hosted the Conference of the G20 

Research and Innovation Initiative Gathering 

(RIIG) on April 19-20?  Dharamshala, HP 

38. In which country Virginia became the 17th state to 

include Sikhi, or the Sikh faith, in their school 

curriculum?  USA 

39. World Liver Day is observed on April 19. Liver is 

the second largest organ of human body. Which is 

the first one? Skin 

40. Which is a very common liver ailment caused by 

different viruses, classified as A, B and C?  

Hepatitis 

41. The Union Cabinet approved the National 

Quantum Mission on April 19 with what main 
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objective?  To accelerate Quantum Technology-

led economic growth 

42. Quantum Technology is based on usage of Qubits.  

What is a Qubit?  Short for Quantum bit, it is the 

basic unit of information in quantum 

computing 

43. Indian Air Force’s fighter jets participated in the 

annual Greek exercise named ______ held in Greece 

from April 18 to 28:  Iniochos 23 

44. Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister 

Narendra Singh ________ launched the SATHI Portal 

and Mobile App on April 19:  Tomar 

45. What is the main objective of the SATHI app?  

Ensuring easy availability of certified quality 

seeds to the farmers 

46. What is the full form of the acronym SATHI?  Seed 

Traceability, Authentication and Holistic 

Inventory 

47. State of World Population Report, 2023 released 

on April 19, estimates India’s population at 1.43 

billion. Which is the third most populous country?  

USA (340 million) 

48. In the Hurun’s Global Unicorn Index 2023 released 

on April 18, India retained its position at which 

rank?  Third 

49. Which is the top ranked unicorn in India, having a 

reported valuation of $22billion?  Byju’s 

50. April 18 is observed as World Heritage Day. How 

many UNESCO recognised World Heritage Sites 

are there in India?  40 

51. Which country emerged as India's biggest trading 

partner in 2022-23 as per the provisional data 

released by the Ministry of Commerce?  USA 

52. Indian Navy, other defence units, state and civilian 

agencies conducted exercise _______at the 

Greatdrill Chaaya platform:  Prasthan 

53. What is the Greatdrill Chaaya platform?  A deep-

sea floating oil drilling rig 

54. Who has been named Wisden Almanack’s top T20I 

cricketer: Suryakumar 

55. April 17 is observed as World ________Day to raise 

awareness for Haemophilia and other similar 

bleeding disorders:  Haemophilia 

56. An Indian Air Force contingent participated in the 

multi-nation air exercise hosted by ________ from 

April 17 to May 5:  France 

57. April 16 is observed as the __________the Elephant 

Day to raise awareness about the threats faced by 

elephants: Save  

58. Who was crowned Femina Miss India World 2023 

on April 15? Ms. Nandini Gupta 

59. Ms. Nandini Gupta hails from which state?  

Rajasthan 

60. World Art Day on April 15 commemorates the 

birthday of which multi-talented painter?  

Leonardo da Vinci 

61. Which major European country finally switched 

off its last three nuclear power reactors on April 

15, completely exiting atomic power?  Germany 

62. A two-day Women 20 meeting was organised 

under G-20 on April 13-14 in which city?  Jaipur 

63. April 14 is celebrated as Ambedkar Jayanti. He was 

the first __________Minister of the country after the 

independence: Law and Justice 

64. India celebrates National Fire Service Day on 

which day of April? 14th  

65. Which Indian state celebrates Baisakhi in the form 

of Puthandu festival?  Tamil Nadu 

66. In which year Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji laid the 

foundation of the Khalsa Panth on the Baisakhi 

day? 1699 

67. April 13 is observed as the Siachen Day. Siachen 

glacier is located in which range of Himalayas?  

Karakoram 

68. Who was the first man to fly in to space on April 

12, 1961?  Yuri Gagarin 

69. World’s first vulture conservation and breeding 

centre has been built in Maharajganj district of 

which state? Uttar Pradesh 

70. What is the formal name of this centre? Jatayu 

Conservation and Breeding Centre 

71. Which Metro Line created history on April 12 by 

running through the 520-metre tunnel built under 

a river? Kolkata Metro 

72. This 520-metre tunnel has been built under which 

river? Hooghly River 

73. Who clinched India’s first ever gold medal in men’s 

57 kg freestyle category at the Asian Wrestling 

Championships 2023? Aman Sehrawat 

74. Which city hosted the Asian Wrestling 

Championships 2023? Astana 

75. Astana is the capital city of which country?  

Kazakhstan 
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76. Name the Chairman Emeritus of Mahindra & 

Mahindra group who breathed his last on April 

12?  Keshub Mahindra 

77. Country's first semi-high-speed regional rapid rail 

service has been started between Delhi and ______:  

Meerut, UP 

78. What name has been given to this new rapid rail 

service? RapidX 

79. Which multi nation body released its annual 

World Economic Outlook on April 11? IMF-

International Monetary Fund 

80. RBI has put in place on April 11 a framework for 

acceptance of ______Deposits: Green 

81. What is the objective of issuing green deposits?  

To develop a green (eco-friendly) finance eco-

system in India 

82. Uttara Baokar, a noted film and TV personality 

died at the age of 79 in Pune on April 11.  She was 

an acclaimed ________?  Actress  

83. Which stock exchange launched on April 11 the 

country's first-ever Nifty REITs and InvITs Index?  

National Stock Exchange 

84. What is the full form of REITs and InvITs?  Real 

Estate Investment Trusts and Infrastructure 

Investment Trusts  

85. Which PSU under the Ministry of New and 

Renewable Energy, was given the status of Mini 

Ratna Category-I on April 10? Solar Energy 

Corporation of India Ltd 

86. With which country Indian Air Force started the 

11-day Exercise Cope India 23 on April 10?  USA 

87. April 11 is observed as World Parkinson’s Day. 

Who is given credit for discovery of Parkinson 

disease in 1817?  Dr James Parkinson 

88. National Safe Motherhood Day on April 11 

coincides with the birthday of which great 

woman?  Kasturba Gandhi 

89. According to Stanford University’s annual AI Index 

report, India saw the _____highest investments in 

2022 in startups offering AI based products and 

services:  Fifth 

90. World Homoeopathy Day on April 10 marks the 

birth day of which great physician and scientist? 

Dr. Samuel Hahnemann 

91. What is the basic principle on which 

Homoeopathy functions? Like cures like 

92. Which Indian GrandMaster won the World Chess 

Armageddon Asia & Oceania event on April 9 in 

Berlin, Germany? D Gukesh 

93. First Dogri version of the Indian Constitution, 

released on April 08, was compiled with the help 

of which university? University of Jammu 

94. ‘Ladakh Shingskos’ has become the first handicraft 

from Ladakh to be granted a GI tag.  What is it?  

Exquisite wood carving 

95. Which Central Armed Police Force celebrates 

April 9 as Shaurya Diwas?  Central Reserve 

Police Force 

96. Priyanshu Rajawat, emerging badminton player, 

won the Orleans Masters Super 300 badminton 

tournament on April 9 in which country?  France 

97. As per the latest national tiger census estimate 

report released on April 9, India is now home to at 

least _______ tigers:  3,167 

98. The President of India took a historic sortie in 

which fighter aircraft on April 8?  Sukhoi 30 MKI  

99. This historic sortie took place at which Air Force 

station?  Tezpur Air Force Station in Assam 

100. The Ministry of Finance has set up a four-member 

committee headed by ________to review the 

National Pension Scheme?  T.V. Somanathan 

101. The Union Cabinet approved a project on April 6 

to build an advanced gravitational-wave detector 

in which state? Maharashtra 

102. The formal name for this project is LIGO. What is 

its full form? Laser Interferometer 

Gravitational-wave Observatories 

103. Which apex organisation has decided to develop a 

secured web-based centralised portal named 

'PRAVAAH'? RBI 

104. What is the full form of PRAVAAH?  Platform for 

Regulatory Application, Validation And 

Authorisation 

105. What is the theme for this year’s World Health Day 

observed on April 7?  Health for All 

106. Who has been declared as the winner of the 2023 

International Prize in Statistics? Prof. C. 

Radhakrishna Rao 

107. What was the name of the joint military exercise 

conducted by Andaman & Nicobar Command on 

April 5?  Ex KAVACH 

108. Ex KAVACH was conducted at which place? In 

Andaman-Nicobar Islands 
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109. National Maritime Day is observed on April 5. 

When is World Maritime Day celebrated?  Sep 28 

110. The CGTMSE announced a revamped credit 

guarantee scheme for the micro and small 

enterprises. It came into effect from which date?  

April 1, 2023 

111. The CGTMSE enhanced its credit guarantee cover 

to banks for loans up to Rs _____ crore:  Five 

112. What is the full form of CGTMSE?  Credit 

Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro & Small 

Enterprises 

113. CGTMSE is a joint venture of the MSME Ministry 

with which apex financial institution? Small 

Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) 

114. Kim Cotton, 48 year old umpire from  ________ 

became the first woman on-field umpire in a full-

member men’s T20I match:  New Zealand 

115. Which state achieved the top rank among the 18 

large and mid-sized States in the India Justice 

Report 2022?  Karnataka 

116. The World Trade Organisation revised on April 5 

its global trade growth outlook for 2023 upwards 

to ______:  1.7% 

117. India has been elected as a member of the UN 

Statistical Commission, the Commission on 

Narcotic Drugs and the Programme Coordinating 

Board of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS.  

These three are subsidiary bodies of which UN 

organ?  Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 

118. What is the theme of this year’s National Maritime 

Day?  Amrit Kaal in Shipping 

119. International Day of Mine Awareness is observed 

on which date?  April 4 

120. Kiran Nadar was conferred the highest French 

civil honour - Chevalier de la Légion d'honneur. 

Who is she?  Noted art collector and 

philanthropist from the HCL group 

121. The Union Ministry for Rural Development 

launched a unique initiative named ‘CAPTIVE 

EMPLOYMENT' for what purpose?  To provide 

skill training and job to rural youth 

122. Bhutan’s King Jigme Khesar ________Wangchuk 

began his three-day visit to India on April 03:  

Namgyal 

123. What is the name of the micro helicopter of NASA 

on Mars that created two new records for a flying 

object over a planet?  Ingenuity 

124. The 10th edition of Indian and Sri Lanka Navies 

annual bilateral maritime exercise SLINEX-2023 

was held at which place?  Colombo, Sri Lanka 

125. Bharat Dynamics Ltd successfully conducted a 

field firing test of its latest 3rd generation man-

portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile.  What is its 

name?  Amogha III 

126. The government launched the ‘Sagar-Setu’ app on 

March 31 for which section of business class?  All 

people linked with marine trade 

127. In which state the Indian Railways achieved a 

major milestone by completing electrification of 

the entire railway network in the state?  Haryana 

128. The two-day Science-20 conference under India's 

G20 presidency was held on April 3-4 in which 

city?  Agartala 

129. ISRO successfully carried out the RLV 

Autonomous Landing Mission on April 2.  What is 

RLV?  Reusable Launch Vehicle 

130. Which is the sponsoring country for this year’s 

International Children’s Book Day?  Greece 

131. Which Indian city has been included in the World 

Tree City 2022 list?  Mumbai 

132. The World Bank approved a $100 million loan to 

which state to help it strengthen its early 

forecasting systems for improved response to 

disasters?  Odisha 

133. The WHO has certified which two countries as 

malaria-free for eliminating the Anopheles 

mosquito-borne disease in their territories?  

Azerbaijan and Tajikistan 

134. Which country recently joined NATO as its 31st 

member?   Finland 

135. Which is the capital of Finland?  Helsinki 

136. Where are the headquarters of NATO?  Brussels, 

Belgium 

137. Which global financial body approved a $363 

million loan to Karnataka for funding provision of 

clean drinking water?  World Bank    

138. Which country topped the Passport Index 2023 

released on March 26 by financial advisory 

services firm Arton Capital?  UAE 

139. India was placed at which spot in the Arton 

Capital’s Passport Index 2023?  144th  

140. The Foreign Trade Policy 2023 released on March 

31 aims to attain country’s outward shipments to 

_____ level by 2030:  $2 trillion 
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141. What is the tenure of the Foreign Trade Policy 

2023?  Not fixed, it is open ended 

142. The picturesque Gandhamardan hills in _____ have 

been declared as the ‘biodiversity heritage site’:  

Odisha 

143. Who has been elected as the President of the 

Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry 

of India (ASSOCHAM)?  Ajay Singh 

144. The first meeting of the G20 roundtable 

conference of Chief Science _______ was held on 

March 29 in Ramnagar, near Nainital:  Advisors 

145. The Government launched a new Centrally 

Sponsored Scheme namely, New India Literacy 

Programme, for which section of population?  

Non-literates in the age group of 15 years and 

above 

146. The second Sherpa meeting of the G20 Summit 

was held on March 30 at which place in Kerala? 

Kumarakom 

147. Which city hosted the first G20 Disaster Risk 

Reduction Working Group meeting from March 30  

to April 01?  Gandhinagar, Gujarat 

148. The World Bank approved a $108 million loan on 

March 24 to help ______ improve disaster 

preparedness and enhance flood forecasting in the 

state:  Assam 

149. Government launched the Aravalli Green Wall 

Project on March 25 from Tikli Village in Haryana. 

Which is the highest peak of Aravali range?  Guru 

Shikhar 

150. Guru Shikhar peak is located at which place?  

Mount Abu 

151. Visakhapatnam hosted the G-20 _____Working 

Group meeting on March 28-29:  Infrastructure 

152. Government plans to set up 7,432 public fast 

charging stations across the country under FAME 

Scheme.  Expand the acronym FAME?   Faster 

Adoption and Manufacturing of Electric 

Vehicles 

153. Meeting of the National Security Advisers (NSAs) 

of member countries of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation (SCO) was held on March 29 in which 

city?  New Delhi 

MARCH 2023 

1. March 31 is celebrated as the International Day of 

_____ Checking:  Drug 

2. Theatre lovers all over the world celebrate which 

day of March as the World Theatre Day?  27th  

3. Mumbai Indians won the Women's Premier 

League (WPL) on March 26 by beating which 

team? Delhi Capitals  

4. India's LVM-3 lifted off successfully on March 26 

from Sriharikota with 36 satellites of which UK 

based company?  One Web  

5. Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty are the 

top seeded player of which sports?  Badminton 

6. Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty won 

the doubles title on March 26 at which Super 300 

event?  Swiss Open 2023  

7. How many Indian women won the gold medal at 

the World Boxing Championship held in Delhi, 

which concluded on March 26?  Four 

8. Mrs. Dilma Rousseff, 2-time former President of 

Brazil, has been elected as the President of which 

multination financial body?  New Development 

Bank (NDB) 

9. Which country formally joined the New 

Development Bank in last week of March?  Egypt  

10. Headquarters of the New Development Bank are 

located in which city?  Shanghai 

11. Army Chief presented the prestigious President’s 

Standard or ‘Nishan’ to four ______regiments of the 

Army on March 25:  Armoured 

12. Isha Ambani, the chairperson of Reliance ______, 

won the 'Gennext Entrepreneur' award at the 

Forbes India Leadership Awards on March 24:  

Retail 

13. Who was honoured with the Lifetime achievement 

Award at the Forbes India Leadership Awards?  A 

M Naik, group chairman of L&T 

14. Which city hosted the G-20 Research and 

Innovation Initiative Gathering Conference on 

March 24-25?  Dibrugarh, Assam 

15. The Defence Ministry signed a contract on March 

24 with which company for procurement of two 

Integrated Electronic Warfare Systems?   Bharat 

Electronics Limited (BEL), Hyderabad 

16. What is the formal name given to these Integrated 

Electronic Warfare Systems?  Project Himshakti 

17. Which country hosted the multi nation Exercise 

Cobra Warrior that concluded on March 24?  

Britain 

18. What is the theme of this year’s World 

Tuberculosis Day observed on March 24?  Yes! We 

can end TB! 
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19. Who is credited with the discovery of T B Bacteria?  

Dr Robert Koch 

20. Which team won both, men’s and women’s 

categories on March 23 at the Asian Kho Kho 

Championship?  India 

21. Which city in assam hosted the Asian Kho Kho 

Championship?  Tamulpur 

22. Which union ministry launched the Vedic Heritage 

portal in New Delhi for providing one stop 

solution to all information related to Vedas?  

Ministry of culture  

23. The Indian Navy and the Royal Navy of _______ 

conducted a joint maritime exercise from March 

20 to 22 in Arabian Sea:  Britain 

24. What was the name of the naval exercise of Indian 

and British navies held in Arabian Sea?  Konkan 

2023 

25. Which prestigious prize is regarded as the Nobel 

of Mathematics?  Abel Prize 

26. Who is the winner of 2023 Abel Prize? Prof. Luis 

Caffarelli, USA 

27. What is the amount of cash given with the Abel 

Prize?  Kroner 7.5 million 

28. The Indian Army conducted the exercise Vayu 

Prahar with ________ in the eastern theatre in 

second week of March:  Indian Air force 

29. The 10-day Africa-India Field Training Exercise 

AFINDEX 2023 that concluded on March 30, was 

held at which place?  Pune, Maharashtra 

30. India celebrates March 23 as Shaheed Diwas. A 

National Martyrs Memorial has been built at 

which place in Punjab in the honour of Bhagat 

Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev?  Hussainiwala, near 

Pakistan border in district Ferozepur 

31. Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev were awarded 

death sentence for which offence?  For shooting 

down Assistant Police Superintendent John P. 

Saunders, in December 1928 in Lahore 

32. March 23 is observed as the World Meteorological 

Day to mark which historical event? Foundation 

of World Meteorological Organisation on this 

day in 1950 

33. Where are the headquarters of the World 

Meteorological Organisation? Geneva, 

Switzerland 

34. The first day of which month of the Hindu calendar 

marks the beginning of Hindu calendar Vikram 

Samvat?  Chaitra 

35. Which year of Vikram Samvat started on March 22, 

2023?  2080 

36. Gudi Padwa is a popular festival of which state?  

Maharashtra 

37. First day of Chitra is celebrated as Cheti Chand by 

which community? Sindhis 

38. Kashmiri Pandits celebrate Hindu New Year Day 

as ______ festival?  Navreh 

39. Which international day is observed on March 22 

to achieve the UN’s sixth Sustainable Development 

Goal -Clean Water and Sanitation for all by 2030?  

World Water Day 

40. World Poetry Day is observed on which day of 

March?  21st  

41. Which UN agency is associated with promotion of 

World Poetry Day?  UNESCO 

42. Asia’s largest 4-metre International 

________Telescope (ILMT) was inaugurated on 

March 21 at Devasthal Observatory:  Liquid 

Mirror 

43. Devasthal Observatory is located at which place?  

Near Nainital, Uttarakhand 

44. What is the name of the Indian Navy’s second ASW 

warship launched at Kolkata on March 21?  INS 

Androth 

45. What is the full form of ASW?  Anti-Submarine 

Warfare 

46. Which US state was struck by a very low-pressure 

“bomb cyclone” on March 21-22, causing 

widespread devastation and sudden flooding of 

vast areas?  California 

47. Which city hosted the ISSF World Cup Shooting 

Championship from March 20 to 27? Bhopal, 

Madhya Pradesh 

48. What is the full form of ISSF? International 

Shooting Sports Federation 

49. The Civil20 India (C-20) Inception meeting was 

held on March 20-21 in which place?  Nagpur, 

Maharashtra 

50. Prime Minister of Japan, _________, arrived in New 

Delhi on March 20 for a two-day visit to India:  

Kishida Fumio 

51. Japan and India are celebrating 2023 as the 

Tourism Exchange Year with the theme 

“Connecting the Himalayas with ________”:  Mount 

Fuji 

52. Mr Kishida invited Mr Modi to the G-7 summit 

2023 to be held in _______in May, 2023:  Hiroshima 



 GYANM GENERAL AWARENESS – DECEMBER 2023                                                                                                                                                                                    105 

53. What was the theme of the World Sparrow Day 

celebrated on March 20?  I Love Sparrows 

54. Which day of March is celebrated as the 

International Day of Happiness? 20th  

55. Which country was ranked at first position in the 

World Happiness Report released on March 20?  

Finland 

56. What was India’s rank in the World Happiness 

Report?  125th  

57. The first Labour 20 (L20) meeting was held in 

_________ on March 19-20 under the G-20 

presidency of India: Amritsar 

58. Which two locations from India found place in 

TIME Magazine’s World’s Greatest Places - 2023 

list of 50 extraordinary destinations to explore? 

Odisha’s Mayurbhanj district and the UT of 

Ladakh 

59. Which is the popular local folk dance of 

Mayurbhanj?  Chhau 

60. Which big bank in Switzerland succumbed to 

financial pressures on March 18?  Credit Suisse 

61. Credit Suisse was taken over by which bank after 

its reported failure?  UBS Group AG 

62. What is the name of the mobile app recently 

launched by the Income Tax Department? Annual 

Information Statement (AIS) 

63. On March 19, __________ retained his Asian Billiards 

title for the 8th time, at Qatar Billiards and Snooker 

Federation Academy in Doha, Qatar:  Pankaj 

Advani 

64. Indian Wells Masters, also called BNP Paribas 

Open Tennis Tournament, concluded at which 

place on March 19?  Indian Wells, California 

65. Which global organisation supports the 

celebration of the Global Recycling Day on March 

18? Global Recycling Foundation 

66. India celebrates March 18 as the Ordnance 

Factory Day to mark the foundation of the first 

Ordnance Factory by the British in 1801 in which 

place?  Cossipore near Kolkata 

67. From Oct 1, 2021, the 41 ordnance factories were 

reorganised into how many Defence Public Sector 

Units?  Seven 

68. Deepak Mohanty has been appointed as the new 

Chairperson of which all India regulatory body?  

PFRDA - Pension Fund Regulatory & 

Development Authority 

69. What is the name of the first cross-border energy 

pipeline between India and Bangladesh that was 

inaugurated on March 18?  India-Bangladesh 

Friendship Pipeline 

70. The India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline starts 

from which place in India?  Siliguri, West Bengal 

71. Which refinery in India will supply high speed 

diesel to Bangladesh through pipeline?  

Numaligarh Refinery Limited 

72. Exercise Desert Flag VIII which concluded on 

March 17 was held at which place?  Al Dahfra air 

base, UAE 

73. Name the 43-year-old Indian tennis star who 

became the oldest tennis player to win an ATP 

Masters 1000 title (doubles): Rohan Bopanna 

74. Name the winner of this year’s Saraswati 

Samman?  Ms.  Sivasankari 

75. Ms.  Sivasankari is a noted author of which 

language?  Tamil 

76. What is the amount of cash award given with the 

Saraswati Samman?  Rs. 15 lakh 

77. ___________ became the first steel company to 

receive BIS certification to manufacture India's 

first fire-resistant steel structures:  Jindal Steel 

and Power Ltd. 

78. Which state notified its 18th wildlife sanctuary 

named as Thanthai Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary?  

Tamil Nadu 

79. Government declared on March 17 setting up of 

hoe many PM MITRA textile parks?  Seven 

80. What is the expansion of the acronym MITRA? 

Mega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel 

81. The President of India awarded the prestigious 

President's Colours to the Indian Navy's gunnery 

school on March 16.  What is its name? INS 

Dronacharya 

82. INS Dronacharya is located at which place? Fort 

Kochi, Kerala 

83. National Vaccination Day on March 16 marks the 

first delivery of which vaccine on this day in 1995? 

Oral Polio drops 

84. In which year was India declared free from Polio 

by WHO: 2014 

85. Gianni Infantino was re-elected as FIFA president 

on March 16 for the third successive term, until 

which year?  2027 

86. Who has been appointed as the new US 

Ambassador to India?  Eric Garcetti 
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87. Which city in northeast hosted the B-20 

Conference on March 16 under India’s G20 

presidency? Gangtok 

88. Which organisation awarded Governor of the Year 

2023 Award to RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das? 

The International Journal of Central Banking 

89. In the "World Air Quality" report, prepared by 

Swiss firm, IQAir and released on March 15, India 

was ranked at which spot?  8th  

90. World Air Quality report ranked which country as 

the most polluted in world?  Chad 

91. Which country hosted the 3rd edition of the 

coordinated multi-lateral anti-submarine warfare 

(ASW) exercise near Guam in West Pacific Ocean?  

USA 

92. IBA Women’s World Boxing Championship 2023 

was inaugurated on March 15 in which city?  New 

Delhi 

93. Which was the most polluted metropolitan area of 

2022, with PM2.5 level of 97.4?  Lahore 

94. World Consumer Rights Day is observed on March 

15. In which year India passed the current 

Consumer Protection Act?  2019 

95. Which Indian city received a prestigious $150,000 

Partnership for Healthy Cities award in London on 

March 15 for its tobacco control efforts?  

Bengaluru 

96. The Atal Innovation Mission launched ATL Sarthi 

on March 14 for what purpose?  To strengthen 

the ecosystem of Atal Tinkering Labs (ATLs) 

97. What is the name of the most recent advanced 

version of the chatbot ChatGPT, released on March 

14?  GPT-4 

98. Global Terrorism Index (GTI) released on March 

14, ranked which country as the worst affected by 

terrorism? Afghanistan 

99. As per the Global Terrorism Index 2022, which 

was the deadliest terrorist group in the world in 

2022? Islamic State (IS) and its affiliates 

100. The Indian Coast Guard conducted a three-day 

exercise on March 14-16 with five nations, at 

which place?  Off the Kolkata coast 

101. The World Bank approved a $500 million (Rs 4130 

crore) loan for part funding of the construction of 

the Green National ________Corridors Project in 

four States:  Highway 
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