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Why do we 
need a 

standard?



•Open … even if the data isn't

•Widely Applicable
• Context

• Purpose

• Privacy concerns

•Extensible

What kind of standard?



Research

33 datasets, 21 
qualitative interviews, 
and evaluation of 
applicable standards

Dec 2019

Launch

Design

Iterate

Test

Conceptual Data 
Model conceived after 
analysis of 14 existing 
datasets

18-member Working 
Group reviewed the 
model and decided on 
classification system 

Apr 2021

Use of the standard 
underway in 
Bangladesh, Kenya, 
Iraq, and Uganda

Developing the OKW Standard
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Kiggudde Deogratius
HOT Country Manager, Uganda



Who We Are
The Humanitarian OpenStreetMap Team (HOT) is an international team 
dedicated to humanitarian action and community development through open 
mapping. We work together to provide map data which revolutionizes disaster 
management, reduces risks, and contributes to achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals

MAPPING & TRAINING
Remote disaster activations and field deployments to 
train, build capacity, map for most complex 
challenges

TECH INNOVATION
A home for leading free and open source humanitarian 
map/geodata tools

PEOPLE & COMMUNITY
Building the HOT global network, development 
of mapping communities & peer to peer 
knowledge exchange

PARTNERSHIPS
Relationships with NGOs, multi-laterals, 
donors, private sector, tech industry, and 
academia in support of all pillars

What We Do 



WE MAP EACH 
CORNER OF  THE 

WORLD SO NO ONE 
IS LEFT BEHIND

MISSION:

To be on a map is to be acknowledged, to be known, to be 
recognized, to be counted. It is for the world to know that 

you are there and that you have needs, you have rights, and 
you exist.
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GCC - Field Ready

Protecting the Frontline (PtF)- Local 
Manufacturers Mapping Manufacturing
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North Western 
Uganda

Refugee Settlements

● Palabeck, 
BididBidi and 
Rhino refugee 
settlements 
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Open Know Where Data model- ODK/Kobo
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Partnerships 

Uganda Manufacturers 
Association.

TakaTaka Plastics.

Community 
Technology 
Empowerment 
Network. (CTEN)

Youth Empowerment 
Foundation. (YEF)

Youth Social Advocacy 
Team.(YSAT)

Kulika
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OKW Next Steps

Andrew Lamb

Internet of Production Alliance Chair

& Innovation Lead, Global @FldRdy

@andrewlamb  

Steps

• Communications materials

• Adoption support

• Translation

System

• Setting-up

• APIs

Sharing data

• Map to existing data systems

• Primary data collection

Standards working together…

• Documentation (Open Know-How)

• Machines & Tools (Open Know-Where)

• Skills & People

• Materials & Components 

• Contracts & Business Models
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Director
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What's Next?

www.openknowwhere.org 

✓ Sign up for our email list at www.internetofproduction.org

✓ Book a meeting!

✓ Tell us about your data!

✓ Want support from us to adopt the standard? Get in touch!

✓ Join a working group: adoption, sector-specific use-guides 

(humanitarian settings, maker-spaces, university, ...)

@openknowwhere



Q&A

@openknowwhere


