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 Introduction

Does it seem strange at first sight to have two animals 
mentioned in the same title or sentence? Does that 
combination pique your interest and kindle a desire to 
find out more?

In essence, this book is about the contrasting char-
acters of the wild Beast and the Lamb as revealed in 
Scripture – the false christ and the true Christ. The 
Beast and the Lamb represent two completely opposite 
natures. The wild Beast is cunning, deceitful, arrogant, 
boastful, vicious, cruel, treacherous, murderous, des-
potic and dominating. In contrast, the Lamb is truthful, 
peaceable, humble, meek, pure, strong, simple and 
self-sacrificial.

The Bible reveals that Satan is behind the Beast, 
while Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world. A third creature we will discuss in 
some detail is the Dove – which represents the Holy 
Spirit. (We will learn that the Holy Spirit will only rest 



viii | The BeasT or The LamB

and remain on those who manifest the nature of the 
Lamb.)

You and I have a choice before us. We will either 
choose to cultivate the nature of the Lamb or the nature 
of the Beast.

Unfortunately, most believers have never been 
taught how to discern the difference between these 
two natures. Nor have most of us realized that, by our 
thoughts and actions, we are presently assuming one 
nature or the other. Of even greater significance, we 
have not been warned that this intrinsic choice will 
actually determine our ultimate destiny in life.

Unapologetically, this book represents a very sig-
nificant and important part of God’s total revelation 
concerning the end times. I believe that Christians who 
do not take the trouble to find out the basic teaching 
of the Word of God about the Antichrist and the spirit 
of Antichrist are in great danger of being swept away 
by deception.

For our protection and enlightenment, God has 
made knowledge available to us – and we are respon-
sible for finding it and deciding what we should do 
with it.

This is not an easy study. To get the most out of it, 
you will need to use your mind to comprehend and fol-
low the revelation of Scripture. Let’s trust God together 
to give us understanding and insight.

We will examine a great deal of content in this book. 



InTroducTIon | ix

Here is my advice and encouragement: Do not try 
to read through it too quickly. Take time to let these 
truths soak in. Otherwise, as with hard rain on dry 
ground, there may be runoff, and you may not receive 
the refreshing rain you need. If you will allow yourself 
to be immersed in this content about the Beast, the 
Lamb (and the Dove), availing yourself of the Word 
and the Spirit, you will be able to absorb these truths 
to the fullest extent.

Much has been written about the end times – some 
of it by me. But I believe that if you allow this message to 
penetrate deep into your heart, it will not only prepare 
you to live an effective, empowered life here on earth 
in the challenging days ahead, it will also prepare you 
for a glorious eternity in the presence of the Lamb.



part 1
Understanding
the Nature of the 

Wild Beast

Very oft en in life, it is necessary for us to look at the 
negative to fully appreciate the positive. How can we be 
thankful for warmth if we have never been cold? How 
can we appreciate springtime if we have not survived 
the winter? How can we savor the day unless we have 
endured the night?

In the spiritual dimension, you and I can take this 
principle even deeper by asking ourselves: Can I truly 
appreciate the life Jesus bought for me on the cross 
if I have not followed Him through death, burial and 
resurrection?

In seeking to understand and appreciate the glory, 
the power and the wonder of the Lamb of God,  Jesus 



2 | The BeasT or The LamB

Christ, it is necessary to start by looking at His – and 
our – greatest opponent: Satan. In the first part of this 
book, we will examine some of what Scripture reveals 
about Satan, the Beast and the Antichrist.



3

1 Many Antichrists

What do we mean by “antichrist”? It is important for us 
first to know the meaning of the word itself. The word 

“Christ” is taken from the Greek word Christos, which 
corresponds to the Hebrew word Meshiach, or in En-
glish, “Messiah.” It means “the Anointed One.”

When we speak about Jesus Christ, we are speaking 
about Jesus the Messiah. Thus, the Antichrist is some-
one who is the anti-Messiah.

The Double Meaning of “Anti”
The preposition anti in front of christ or messiah has 
two meanings, both of which apply to the Antichrist’s 
activities. First of all, anti means “against” or “opposing.” 
Of course, we use that regularly in modern speech, for 
example in the terms antibacterial or antisocial. But the 
other meaning is less well understood. It means “in 
place of.”

We can understand the operation of the Antichrist 
as having two phases:
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1. To come against the true Christ to get Him out of 
the way, and

2. To replace Him with a false christ.

Three Forms of Antichrist
In 1 John 2:18,  John speaks about the connection be-
tween the Antichrist and the last days. He says:

Little children, it is the last hour [not just the last 
day, mind you, but the last hour]; and as you have 
heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many 
antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the 
last hour.

Seeing evidences of the activity of the spirit of the 
Antichrist is a distinctive mark of the end times.

Then in 1 John 4:2 we read: “By this you know the 
Spirit of God [the Holy Spirit]: Every spirit that confesses 
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God.”

That is, every spirit that confesses that Jesus came 
in human form and lived as man with flesh and blood 
is of God. Verse 3 completes the thought:

Every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has 
come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of 
the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and 
is now already in the world.

Within the verses we have cited above, we see three 
forms of  “antichrist”:
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1. many antichrists, plural
2. the Antichrist, singular
3. the spirit of the Antichrist – the spirit of antichrist 

which operates through every antichrist.

This last truth is a supremely important concept 
to grasp: Any antichrist is controlled by the spirit of the 
Antichrist. Throughout history, there have been many 
antichrists who have arisen. The Jewish Encyclopedia 
records at least forty false messiahs who have come to 
the Jewish people since the time of Jesus. They were 
all antichrists.

Probably the most famous example was Simon Bar 
Kochba. He led a revolt against Rome from around 
AD 132 to 135. Then in the fifth century came Moses 
of Crete. He persuaded people that they should wade 
out into the sea from Crete in order to meet the Mes-
siah. Thousands of his followers went into the sea and 
were drowned. In the year 1666 (which was supposed 
to be a miraculous year), Sabbatai Zevi claimed to be 
the Messiah, and he was enthusiastically received by 
multitudes.

The history of Europe also records many antichrists. 
Down through the ages in the history of the Church 
there have been ungodly men who claimed to be min-
isters of Christ and who led immoral and dissonant 
lives.

If we look to the Middle East, one outstanding anti-
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christ is Mohammed. (We will deal more with Moham-
med and the religion of Islam in a later chapter when 
we look at examples of the spirit of the Antichrist.)

In Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo) in central Africa, there was an African reli-
gious leader who declared straight-out that he was Jesus. 
But then he died. Very wisely, the political leadership in 
Zaire would not allow the people to bury his body. They 
set a guard around it, and then after three days, they let 
the people take the body away and bury it. Not surpris-
ingly, the Africans who had believed him got very an-
gry, and they threw stones at the coffin because they re-
alized they had been deceived by this false messiah.

In the history of many nations of the earth, you will 
find the record of many antichrists. What makes them 
antichrist is the spirit of the Antichrist – the spiritual force 
that works in them and for them.

To Modern Times
Interestingly, just to bring this subject closer to the 
present, in the summer of 1988 in Jerusalem, elegant 
posters were circulated on all the main streets of the 
city. They read in Hebrew: “Messiah has come and if 
you want to meet Him, go to the Mount of Olives on 
[a certain Sunday] and He will be there.”

I have no idea who printed the posters, but they 
were beautifully done. I know of one journalist who 
went to the Mount of Olives to see what might happen, 
but he did not find the Messiah. I relate this story to 
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show how real this issue is. People are looking for the 
Messiah. If you talk to Jewish people in a sympathetic 
attitude and you use the name Messiah, something 
changes in their eyes. It is a word that has a special 
significance for Jewish people.

Down through the pages of history from the time of 
John’s writings until the modern day, there have been 
many antichrists. However, there is one who is called 
the Antichrist who has not yet appeared on the stage 
of human history. He is the ultimate manifestation of 
the spirit of the Antichrist. I am inclined to believe that 
his coming is so near that we might say his shadow has 
already fallen across the stage of history. That, however, 
is just my personal opinion.

As we progress through this book, particularly in 
Part 1: Understanding the Nature of the Wild Beast, 
I would encourage you to keep asking yourself the 
following questions as you consider this material:

1. Does this refer to the spirit of the Antichrist?
2. Does it refer to one of the many antichrists?
3. Does it refer to the Antichrist?

This questioning exercise will be a part of the dis-
cernment process you and I need to develop as we learn 
to navigate this important subject.

In the next chapter, we will look at four specific 
marks that Scripture tells us are likely to be manifest 
where the spirit of the Antichrist is in operation.
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2 Marks of the 
Spirit of Antichrist

Having seen that there are three manifestations of the 
spirit of the Antichrist, along with specific examples of 
some of the many antichrists, it is imperative that we 
can identify the marks of the spirit of the Antichrist. We 
must understand the ways to discern this spirit. Thank-
fully, they are clearly provided for us in Scripture.

The First Mark – It Goes Out from Us
We see the first mark in 1 John 2:19:

[Many antichrists] went out from us, but they were 
not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 
continued with us; but they went out that they might 
be made manifest, that none of them were of us.

This is a very important point for us to recognize: 
The spirit of the Antichrist begins in association with 
the people of God. It is amazing to see that the spirit of 
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the Antichrist is never totally removed from Scripture. 
It is not paganism. It always arises in clear view of the 
fact that Jesus has come. By way of a denial, it is always 
related to the true Christ. Here is the most important 
part of this truth: Those who adhere to the Antichrist 
do not remain with Christians; they go out from Chris-
tianity.

This is significant because it indicates, if I under-
stand it rightly, that the Antichrist will arise somehow in 
association with professing Christians. In other words, 
he is not going to be some dictator who has no Chris-
tian profession or association. Rather, he will be closely 
associated with the professing Church.

I do not believe we will see the spirit of the Anti-
christ operating in areas of this earth where the Gospel 
has never been preached. The spirit of the Antichrist 
will only operate where the true Christ has first been 
presented.

When Satan was bargaining with Jesus about the 
kingdoms of this world (recorded in Matthew 4, Mark 1 
and Luke 4),  Jesus said to Satan, “Get behind Me, Satan!” 
However, that is not really a correct translation. What 
Jesus said was, “Follow behind Me, Satan.” In other 
words, “I will go first, and you can come after.”

Everywhere the true Christ has been preached, we 
can expect the spirit of the Antichrist to manifest itself 
in due course. It cannot be manifested where the true 
Christ has not been preached because it has no rel-
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evance, for it is essentially a denial that Jesus is the 
Christ. If no one has preached Jesus – if no one has 
preached the true Christ in a way that produces true 
believers – then the spirit of the Antichrist has nothing 
to work upon. The emergence of the Antichrist is Satan’s 
retaliation, or counterattack, against the Gospel of the 
Kingdom and its King,  Jesus Christ.

The Second Mark – It Denies the Father-Son 
Relationship
Continuing in the passage from 1 John 2, verses 22–23, 
we see this question:

Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ 
[the Messiah]? He is antichrist who denies the Father 
and the Son. Whoever denies the Son does not have 
the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has 
the Father also.

This passage gives us another mark of the spirit of 
the Antichrist: It denies the relationship of the Father and 
the Son within the Godhead. It does not acknowledge 
this revelation of our unique God.

I will deal with this subject more specifically in the 
next chapter, but as I mentioned before, this repudia-
tion of the Father-Son relationship is very conspicuous 
in one of the most powerful anti-Christian forces in 
the world – Islam, the religion of Mohammed. This 
religion ferociously denies that Jesus is the Son of God. 



12 | The BeasT or The LamB

It will acknowledge that Jesus may have been the Mes-
siah – but not the Son of God. The great mosque of 
Omar, which stands on the temple site in Jerusalem, has 
inscriptions in Arabic all around its dome. Twice the 
words state emphatically, “God has no need of a son.”

Years ago, I was praying with a Muslim who wanted 
salvation, and I said, “Let me lead you in a prayer.” When 
I said, “Jesus, the Son of God,” his mouth shut like a trap. 
He would not say it.

In 1985, my wife, Ruth, and I were ministering in 
the nation of Pakistan. Because we had announced our 
intention to pray for healing in these meetings, thou-
sands of people had come, even though it was a Muslim 
state. During the meetings, we estimated that eight or 
nine thousand people had indicated they wanted to be 
saved. I would always lead them in a prayer, asking them 
to repeat after me. (The results of how many actually 
prayed the prayer are known only to God.) But I would 
always start my prayer this way: “Lord Jesus Christ, I 
believe You are the Son of God and the only way to 
God.” Why did I pray in that way? Because any spiritual 
authority or force that denies the relationship of the Son 
and the Father in the Godhead is an antichrist mark, and 
I needed to counteract that deception with the truth.

My personal impression is that Islam is probably the 
most active, powerful anti-Christian force at work in the 
world at the present time. Unfortunately, multitudes of 
Christians are deceived about this fact, because they 
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have not learned to discern the marks we are talking 
about in this book.

The Third Mark – It Denies that Jesus Came in 
the Flesh
A third mark of the spirit of the Antichrist is found in 
1 John 4:1–2:

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, 
whether they are of God; because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. By this you know the 
Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is of God.

This spirit we are investigating denies that Jesus has 
come in the flesh. The truth that the Messiah came as 
a man of flesh and blood is a fact that the spirit of the 
Antichrist will not affirm.

This is one supreme test of what kind of spirit you 
are dealing with. Whether you are actually dealing with 
a demon in a person or a doctrine someone espouses, if 
you do not find a clear willingness to acknowledge that 
Jesus the Messiah has come in the flesh, you can know 
that the underlying spirit is not from God.

The Fourth Mark – It Does Not Confess Jesus
For the fourth mark, we refer to 1 John 4:3:

Every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has 
come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of 



14 | The BeasT or The LamB

the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and 
is now already in the world.

This more general mark is related to the previous 
one but is slightly different. To make this general point, 
we are leaving out the part about Him coming in the 
flesh, as we have dealt with that already. The word “con-
fess” is derived from a Latin word that means “to say 
the same as,” and it comes from the translation of the 
Greek word that means “to say the same as.” So, con-
fession is saying the same as. Saying the same as what? 
The answer is saying the same as God has already said 
in His Word. Or, to say it another way, it is making the 
words of your mouth agree with the written Word of 
God. Unequivocally, we can say that any spirit that does 
not acknowledge what the Bible says about Jesus is an 
antichrist spirit.

Can you understand then that the spirit of the Anti-
christ is not paganism? Do you see that it can only arise 
in a place where the claims of Jesus have been stated 
already? This spirit of the Antichrist is Satan’s ultimate 
counterattack against Jesus and against the Gospel.

The First Manifestation of the Spirit of the 
Antichrist
My personal impression is that the Bible actually re-
cords the first time the spirit of the Antichrist really 
manifested itself – namely in Matthew 27:21–22, where 
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Jesus stood before Pilate and the Jewish religious leaders 
were accusing Him. You probably will remember that 
the issue to be decided was whether Jesus or Barabbas 
should be released. Pilate intended to release one pris-
oner. Which would they choose?

The governor answered and said to them, “Which of the 
two do you want me to release to you?”

They said, “Barabbas!”
Pilate said to them, “What then shall I do with 

Jesus who is called Christ [or Messiah]?” They all said 
to him, “Let Him be crucified!”

It seems obvious that this was a deliberate rejection 
of Jesus and a choosing of another in His place. The 
one who was chosen, Barabbas, was a political figure 
and a man of violence – a murderer. This unexpected 
choice by the crowd is one of the most amazing facts of 
human history. Clearly, the Jewish crowd was rejecting 
Jesus and choosing Barabbas, even though Jesus had 
done nothing but good. He had never harmed anyone. 
He had healed countless people – some of whom may 
have been in the crowd – and He had brought peace 
and love to multitudes.

Why did the Jews make that tragic mistake? My 
answer would be that, without understanding it, they 
were overwhelmed by a spirit – the spirit of the Anti-
christ.
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I am not saying this in order to be accusatory or 
condemning. Let us not point our fingers at them. In 
fact, when the time comes for us to make such a choice, 
we should be very careful not to make the same mistake 
ourselves.

A spiritual force swept through that crowd and it 
changed them. They became almost insane with anger, 
jealousy and rage, without any justifiable cause. I believe 
that is the moment when the spirit of the Antichrist first 
appeared on the stage of humanity. In many ways, that 
spirit has sought to dominate the Jewish people from 
that time until now.

A Terrible Lesson
Have you noticed that God never teaches in theory 
only? We may say, “Lord, I really learned that principle.” 
But God’s reply will be: “Fine. Now let’s see it worked 
out in your life.” The same test that faced the Jewish 
people that day will also face the rest of humanity, and 
the people of earth are going to get the most terrible 
lesson they have ever had.

Pontius Pilate brought before the Jewish people two 
men,  Jesus and Barabbas, giving them a choice between 
a violent criminal and Jesus. At the end of this age, the 
human race will make a similar choice. They will say, 

“We don’t want this Christ. Instead, give us the leader 
of our choice. Give us this brilliant, talented, supernat-
urally empowered man. We want him.”
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In the case of Jesus and Barabbas, the Jewish people 
got what they asked for. The chief priests had said to 
Pilate, “We have no king but Caesar!” ( John 19:15), which 
was an amazing statement for Jews to make. Now for 
nineteen centuries, they have been ruled by “the Cae-
sars,” and the Barabbas-types have been turned loose 
upon them over and over.

While these sad facts are the essence of Jewish his-
tory, a similar sequence of events is going to happen to 
the human race. We are going to get what we choose. 
Those who choose Jesus will be under His government. 
Those who reject Jesus will be under the government 
of the Antichrist.

Jesus had warned the Jewish people about this when 
they were disputing His claim to be the Messiah, the 
Son of God: “I have come in My Father’s name, and you 
do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him 
you will receive” ( John 5:43). Unfortunately, that warn-
ing has proved abundantly true. He is the true Messiah, 
but people choose false messiahs instead.

I believe this warning from Jesus is a preview of what 
is going to happen in the world, when God will confront 
the human race with a choice: Do you want Jesus, or do 
you want someone else? The same spiritual force that 
motivated the crowd in Jesus’ day will cause the vast 
majority of people to declare, “Away with Jesus, we’ll 
choose . . . ” Whomever they choose will be infinitely 
worse than Barabbas.
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I believe that it is vital to instruct Christians about 
this, so that we will not make the wrong choice or follow 
a crowd that is going after the Antichrist.
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