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Introduction

Are You Longing?

Throughout the many years I have studied the 
Scriptures, I never cease to be amazed at how practical 
God is. From even the most spiritual and heavenly 
themes in the Bible, a practical application always seems 
to emerge to help us apply biblical principles to our lives 
here on earth. The subject of this study, Longing for His 
Appearing, is no different. In fact, it is my hope that this 
theme will do as much for you as it has done for me. In my 
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case, it has changed my entire attitude toward the coming 
of the Lord.

A Personal Impact

The appearing of Christ and His ultimate return in 
glory is one of the greatest events foretold in the Bible. 
For centuries, it has been the subject of endless scrutiny, 
debate, and speculation. My purpose in this book, how-
ever, is to deal with this topic in a way that is not abstract 
or theoretical, but extremely practical. It is my intent to 
show how Christ’s return affects us personally—includ-
ing the way we live in the here and now. It is not simply an 
event to occur in the unknown future. Rather, the return 
of Jesus is a vital factor in our lives today.

As I developed the material for this study, the reality 
of the Lord’s return intensified in its importance to me. 
When the Holy Spirit first impressed this theme upon me, 
it just lingered for a while in my mind. Over the years, I 
have seen this “lingering” as an indication that the Lord 
wanted to show me something deeper on a topic. Gradu-
ally, the return of Jesus Christ became the focus of deep 
meditation and study in the Scriptures, and that pro-
cess eventually led me to some serious self-examination. 
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Ultimately, I realized that I was being confronted by one 
of the most important questions I would ever face: Am I 
truly longing for the Lord’s return? I will ask you the same 
question I felt the Lord asking me: Are you longing for 
His appearing?

Right now, you may feel as uncertain about your 
response to that question as I felt about mine! However, I 
believe that as you read this book and contemplate its mes-
sage, a different answer will begin to take shape in your 
heart and mind—an answer that will change your out-
look on life forever. Shall we get started? There is no time 
like the present for us to begin Longing for His Appearing.
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Chapter 15

hAstening 
his return

In the previous chapters, we have stressed the 
importance of personal holiness, completing His 
assignment for us, and continuing strong in prayer. The 
fourth practical requirement of longing for His appearing 
may be a new thought to you—to speed or hasten the coming 
of that day. To explore this concept, we will look again at 
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Second Peter 3:11-12, which we already considered in a 
different context:

Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, 
what manner of persons ought you to be in holy 
conduct and godliness, looking for and hasten-
ing the coming of the day of God…?

The translation of this term hastening in the King 
James Version is “hastening unto.” But almost all the 
modern translations have decided that the correct trans-
lation is not “hastening unto” but “hastening the coming 
of the day of God.” The New International Version 
translation reads as follows: “speed its coming.” This is 
a challenging thought, because it indicates that there 
are actions we can take that will bring the day of the 
Lord nearer.

For those readers who are theologically minded, I 
believe God knows the exact day and hour that Jesus 
will return. Nevertheless, it will not happen until we 
have fulfilled the conditions. This seeming conflict is 
resolved by God’s omniscience, because God knows 
when there will be a generation that is ready to do what 
is needed to bring back the Lord. My prayer is that we 

136

Longing for His AppeAring

Longing_for_His_Appearing_V3.indd   136 3/7/18   6:29 AM



may be looking at that generation. What this genera-
tion does will have the potential to hasten the return of 
Jesus Christ.

The Sign

What is the main activity we can engage in to hasten 
the day of His coming? I believe the essential requirement 
we must meet for the Lord to return is stated very clearly 
by Jesus in Matthew 24, and it has to do with the preach-
ing of the gospel to all nations of the world.

In verse 3, the disciples ask Jesus some direct questions, 
which He then proceeds to answer.

Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disci-
ples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, 
when will these things be? And what will be the 
sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 
(Matthew 24:3)

What the disciples meant by “these things” was the 
destruction of the temple, which Jesus had referenced 
in verse 1. In the verses that follow the disciples’ ques-
tions, Jesus gives a number of signs—false messiahs, false 
prophets, famines, pestilences, earthquakes, increasing 
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lawlessness, and the lack of love among God’s people. 
Those are negative signs, but He still has not answered the 
question, “What will be the sign?” It is this answer to the 
specific request that is most pertinent to our discussion. It 
doesn’t come until verse 14, when He answers the disciples’ 
specific question with a specific answer:

This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in 
all the world as a witness to all the nations, and 
then the end will come.

This is the answer Jesus gives to the question, “What 
will be the sign of your coming, and of the end of the age?” 
His response is clear: “This gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and 
then the end will come.” The specific sign is the preach-
ing of the gospel of the kingdom—in all the world to all 
the nations. Preaching the gospel is how we can “speed 
His return.”

Standing Orders

After His resurrection but before Jesus ascended into 
heaven, He gave specific instructions to His apostles. 
Those instructions were very precisely given in two places. 
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First, in Matthew 28:19, where He commanded them to 
go into all the world and make disciples of all nations. 
Also, in Mark 16:15, He told them to go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature.

During World War II, I spent five and a half years in 
the British Army. One of the principles that was instilled 
into us continually was, “Ignorance of orders is no excuse 
for disobeying them. You are expected to be aware of 
orders.” Another similar principle which was ingrained in 
us was this: “An order stands unless it is revoked by some-
one with authority to revoke it.”

Jesus gave the orders in Matthew 28 and Mark 16, and 
He is the only one who has authority to revoke them. 
They still stand, and He expects obedience to them.

Until the Church has obeyed those orders of making 
disciples of all nations and preaching the gospel to every 
person, Jesus will not come back. We are responsible 
either for hastening His return or for delaying His return 
by how we respond to His final commission. The only 
way we can be sure of the Lord’s return is by doing the job 
He committed to us.
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Opposing Forces

One of Satan’s main motivations is to hold onto his 
kingdom—the kingdom of darkness. And being well-ac-
quainted with biblical prophesies, the enemy knows his 
kingdom will stand until two conditions are met. The 
first is the gospel of the kingdom being proclaimed in all 
the world as a witness to all nations. The second condi-
tion, which we will not cover in detail in this chapter, but 
which we discuss in depth in Appendix A, is the resto-
ration of Israel to her Messiah.

Opposition to these two items is at the top of Satan’s 
priority list. By all means, he must prevent the Church 
from preaching the gospel of the kingdom to all nations. 
He must also prevent, by all means, the re-establishment 
of Israel. Understanding this second point gives mean-
ing to all that is happening in the Middle East. The furor 
that persists about the little nation of Israel is totally illog-
ical unless you understand the spiritual issues behind it. 
Satan knows that when Israel is re-established, his king-
dom is finished.

He also knows that when the Church has fulfilled its 
task and proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom to every 
nation, then the Lord can return. Satan is angered if 
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even one soul is saved. But losing one soul is not going 
to threaten his kingdom. Even if 50 million souls were 
saved in the United States tomorrow, that would not 
unseat Satan’s kingdom. However, if the gospel of the 
kingdom is preached in every nation to every tribe, every 
tongue, and every people, then the way is open for the 
Lord’s return.

The Unreached World

It was estimated that at the beginning of the 21st cen-
tury, the world population would be over seven billion 
people. Of that population, a little more than half have 
never heard the name of Jesus—not even once. The real 
issue facing the modern Church is how to reach those 
who have never heard the gospel.

The vast majority of American churches will not 
become a serious threat to Satan’s kingdom until they 
become a sending base for messengers of the gospel to all 
nations. Unfortunately, many churches do not have this 
focus. Instead they tend to keep Christians tied down, 
harmlessly occupied with religious activities which are not 
a threat to the enemy.
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I am not attacking churches, because they do enormous 
good and keep the Christian faith alive. What we need 
to see, however, is that they are never going to change 
the world situation in their present condition. We can 
only change the world situation by doing our assigned 
task, which is proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom to 
all nations. It is by this specific activity that we as Chris-
tians can actually hasten the appearing and return of 
Jesus Christ.
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