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Forward

Could there be any root problem more 
basic in all our lives than our battle with 

pride? Most of us would welcome any help we 
might receive to gain victory in this common 
challenge. And that’s where this book comes to 
the rescue—with enlightening instruction and 
practical application from the teaching legacy of 
Derek Prince.

If	you	struggle	daily	to	overcome	the	influence	
of pride in your life, you are in good company. 
Pride is a pervasive problem, affecting every 
person alive. That is one reason why we are so 
excited to bring you Derek Prince’s profound yet 
practical biblical encouragement in Pride Versus 
Humility.

This book brings each of us some very 
encouraging news: for this universal problem, 
a universal spiritual solution is available to us. 
We see this solution in the following quote from 
chapter 6, “The Essence of Pride”:

“The eternal law that applies to this matter 
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of the choice between pride and humility was 
stated by Jesus as, “Whoever exalts himself will 
be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will 
be exalted” (Matthew 23:12). “Pride versus 
humility” is truly a vast theme. It spans the 
whole universe—from eternity, through time, 
and on into eternity again—from heaven to earth 
and even to hell. Although this concept is vast 
beyond	measure,	it	also	applies	specifically	to	the	
personal lives of each one of us.”

Some people may assume they have the issue 
of pride under control in their lives. They may 
even insist that they are consistently walking in a 
high degree of humility. Some of us may actually 
be proud of our humility—and that’s a problem in 
itself. That type of pride is dealt with forthrightly 
in this book, as is revealed in the following quote 
from chapter 8, “Humbling Ourselves to Come 
to God”:

“Paul talked about three categories of 
people who find it particularly hard to 
get into God’s kingdom: the wise, the 
powerful, and the noble. Is there anything 
wrong with wisdom or power or nobility? 
Does God have anything against these 
attributes? Not at all. The issue is that 
these are the three main sources of pride 
in human nature. People are proud 
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because of their wisdom, education, and 
cleverness; their power and influence; 
their noble birth and social position. But 
here is the problem: the proud cannot get 
into the kingdom of God.”

With candor and biblical force, the systematic 
teaching in this book confronts important issues 
concerning pride and humility. As always, what 
Derek Prince shares is not only insightful but 
also immensely useful to our everyday lives. 
Ranging from the vital role of humility for each 
of us as we draw closer to God, to the absolute 
necessity of humility for people in any position of 
leadership, to the indispensable role of humility 
in our relationships with others, this book can 
have a life-changing impact upon you.

Every aspect of this teaching is geared toward 
helping you to grow stronger in your relationship 
with Jesus, spurring you onward to accomplish 
all that He has called you to achieve. As Derek 
Prince says, such maturity won’t happen in our 
lives without the vital component of humility.

How do we make the necessary adjustments 
that will allow us to be useful to the Lord? One 
more quote from Derek may help us to understand 
the answer to this question. It comes from chapter 
9, “Humbling Ourselves for Spiritual Progress,” 
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and	it	flies	 in	the	face	of	any	personal	ambition	
we might be tempted to harbor in our hearts. 
Although the context of this passage is the topic 
of maturing into leadership, its application is 
much	broader,	fixing	our	gaze	on	one	of	the	core	
principles of this book:

“It is an absolute requirement: if you want 
to be great, you have to become a servant. 
If you want to be first—greater still—you 
have to go lower. You’ve got to become a 
slave.”

In this foreword, we have given you just a 
taste of the content in the pages to follow. It is our 
hope that you will be inspired and encouraged 
by this book. The theme is challenging, the 
problem universal. But the biblical solutions 
concerning pride versus humility that Derek 
Prince systematically presents will undoubtedly 
provide a helpful, useful guide for the way you 
conduct the remainder of your life.

—The International Editorial Team 
of Derek Prince Ministries



1
A Universal Law

Behind the topic of this book, pride 
versus humility, lies a law that operates 

throughout the universe. It is a law that affects 
every one of us—a statute that impacts every area 
of our lives. 

Probably	 all	 of	 us	 recognize	 that	 there	 are	
various kinds of laws that operate throughout 
the universe. We know there are physical laws, 
but there are also spiritual laws. Many of us are 
acquainted to some degree with the physical 
laws that govern our lives and that govern the 
universe—for instance, the law of gravity. No 
normal person today would step out of a fourth-
floor	window	into	nothing	but	air	and	expect	not	
to	 fall.	We	easily	 recognize	 the	physical	 law	of	
gravity that dictates the results of such an action. 
You and I certainly would not expect to break 
such a law with impunity.

As a matter of fact, we really do not “break” 
God’s laws—whether they are physical or 
spiritual. If we go against them, they actually 
break us. This is true regarding our discussion 
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about the law of gravity. The person who steps 
out	of	that	fourth-floor	window	into	nothing	does	
not break the law of gravity. The law of gravity 
breaks him.

A Universal Spiritual Law
This same principle holds true in the spiritual 

realm, even though many people do not 
recognize	 or	 acknowledge	 that	 reality.	 There	
are spiritual laws that govern what happens to 
us—what happens in our individual lives and 
what happens in the universe at large. It is one 
of those universal spiritual laws that we will be 
exploring throughout this book. The precept is 
stated	for	the	first	time	in	the	New	Testament	by	
Jesus Himself: “Whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be 
exalted” (Matthew 23:12).

This same statute is repeated twice more in 
the Gospels—in Luke 14:11 and again in Luke 
18:14. In each of these verses, the law comes to 
us from the lips of Jesus. As such, we see that this 
is a principle to which Jesus attached particular 
importance; He laid special emphasis upon it.

Jesus continually reminded His hearers that 
there is a law at work in our lives—one that also 
governs the entire universe. It is the law that 
relates to humility and pride. Here is the way 


