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Introduction

We Can Change the Course 
of National Events

In this book, we will be examining the theme of our responsibility 
as Christians toward the nations in which we live. It is my belief 

that the Word of God speaks to us about this obligation. It clearly 
reveals that as Christians, we are accountable for our own societies 
and countries. Unfortunately, the great majority of Christians have 
not even begun to think about this responsibility. 

Many nations throughout the world are facing possibly the 
greatest crises of their entire history. Yours may be one of these. 
What a tragedy it would be if, in this context of crisis, we Christians 
accomplished nothing that had any bearing or positive effect upon 
the needs of the nations in which we live! If that were to be the case, 
I believe we would have failed God. 

With this thought in mind, I will deal with the theme of our 
strategic position as Christians in our nations—including both our 
privileges and our responsibilities. I want to address this topic in 
the most useful way possible, so the teaching offered in this book 
will be as practical as it can be.
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I once heard a speaker whose theme was the drastic situation 
in the United States today. He took three-quarters of his message 
to tell his audience how terrible conditions were, and how it was 
getting worse every week. As true as that might have been by itself, 
it certainly wasn’t good news. (Let me just say that the gospel is 
good news. The gospel is not negative; it is positive. Jesus Christ 
never encountered a situation where He had to sit down, fold His 
hands, and say, “I’m sorry. There is nothing to be done.”) At the end 
of his message, this speaker devoted just a little time to share his 
belief that a Holy Spirit revival was what was needed. I trust I am 
doing him justice, but I do not believe he devoted one sentence to 
telling us how we could have a Holy Spirit revival.

It is my aim in this book to point out what we can do—what lies 
within our power as Christians—to change the course of national 
events for the better. I am firmly convinced that our countries need 
to be changed and can be changed. I am also convinced that we are 
the people who must bring about that change. My goal will be to 
show you from the Word of God how we can accomplish it.



Chapter 1

A City on a Hill— 
the Only Light

The Sermon on the Mount is universally accepted by Christians as 
the measure of faith and life that Jesus set for all true believers. 

It is not a special message just for those who have leadership roles, 
such as teachers, apostles, prophets, evangelists, or preachers. In 
this passage of Scripture, Jesus revealed the will of God, or God’s 
standard, which applies to every faithful Christian. The message 
known as the Sermon on the Mount is unfolded in three chapters, 
Matthew 5–7.

For our opening text, I would like to present what Jesus said in 
Matthew 5:13–14: 

You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses 
its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good 
for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot by men. You are the light of the world. A 
city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.

Speaking to all Christians, Jesus told us three very important 
facts about ourselves: we are the salt of the earth, the light of the 
world, and a city that is set on a hill and cannot be hidden. As an 
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introduction to my theme, I want to take a little time to point out 
some of the self-evident implications of these three statements. We 
will take them in the reverse order in which they were spoken. In 
chapter 1 of this book, we will cover the first two statements, and in 
chapter 2 the third statement.

A City Set on a Hill
First of all, we are “a city that is set on a hill [and] cannot be 

hidden” (Matthew 5:13). This fact is true of every person who 
publicly professes faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. The 
moment you make that profession publicly, you become a city that 
is set on a hill. You cannot be hidden. You are conspicuous: eyes 
will be on you from every direction, at all times, whether you are 
attending school or working at a factory or in an office. These eyes 
will be turned in your direction to see if your Christianity is real. 
What will those watching you be asking themselves? Is your faith 
genuine? Do you truly believe what you claim to believe? Do you 
live it out?

People will analyze every aspect of your life—your family life, 
your business life, your social life, and so forth. They will also 
analyze the conduct and testimony of the church you attend. In 
most cases, they will form their judgment of Christianity from what 
they see in you. You are a city that is set on a hill.

I tell you frankly that as a young man in the Anglican Church 
in Great Britain, I came to the conclusion that Christianity was 
a failure. I formed my opinion by looking at the people around 
me and deciding they did not really believe what they claimed to 
believe.

So, you must realize that the moment you profess faith in Jesus 
Christ, you become conspicuous. You cannot avoid this reality. If 
you don’t want to be conspicuous; if you don’t want to be watched, 
judged, and analyzed; then don’t profess faith in Jesus Christ. But 
if you profess faith in Jesus Christ, that will be your situation—
people will begin observing you. From that time on, you will be a 


