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introduction

“I believe legalism is the greatest single problem 
of the Christian Church.”

“The ultimate purpose of this book is for you to 
discover what does and does not matter in your 
Christian walk. I believe for each of us, this is 
a matter of critical importance.”

“Confusion on this issue is the root of most of 
our problems.”

These dramatic, sweeping statements by Derek Prince are 

the keynotes of the book you are holding in your hands, By 

Grace Alone: Finding Freedom and Purging Legalism from 

Your Life.
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 introduction

Having identified the major problem of legalism facing 

every one of us, Derek proceeds to help you eliminate it from 

your life, leading you into a revolutionary understanding of 

the grace of God.

It is important that you recognize from the start that the 

focus of By Grace Alone is not just on the problem of legalism. 

Far from just uncovering the negative, Derek moves quickly 

to a positive, comprehensive treatment of the grace of God 

that could very well change forever your understanding of the 

power of this principle in your relationship with Jesus Christ.

It is very fortunate for us that as Derek unpacks this im-

portant subject, he does so much more than simply point 

out the problem. Chapter by chapter in By Grace Alone, 

he moves us steadily through a process of identifying and 

defining legalism, its origin, and its deadly impact upon 

the life of every believer, as well as upon the modern-day 

Church. Moving quickly from an astute analysis of the 

problem, Derek makes the turn to a refreshing, liberating 

treatment of the most wonderful antidote to legalism: the 

grace of God.

The second statement quoted above sets the tone for what 

Derek Prince’s teaching in By Grace Alone is intended to 

accomplish. It answers basic questions for each of us like 

these:

• What really matters most in my walk with Jesus Christ?

• Have I been focusing on the wrong principles and 
activities?

• Have I been wasting my time in fruitless pursuits?
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• Have I relegated myself to a life of rules and regulations?

• What impact can God’s grace have upon my daily 
experience?

Compiled from a series of spoken messages entitled “Which 

Way to Righteousness: Law or Grace?” the crystal-clear in-

struction Derek lays out on the subject of law vs. grace will 

settle questions that have plagued Christians for centuries. 

But By Grace Alone is not a theological treatise aimed at 

seminary students. It is for you.

Have you entered the ring with religious legalism and lost 

the fight? Do you want clear and practical teaching that will 

establish true north for your life? Do you want to embark 

upon a new understanding of God’s grace that will lead you 

to life and liberation?

If your answer to each of those questions is yes, we encour-

age you right now to grip this book tightly in your hands, 

run—don’t walk—to the nearest comfortable reading area 

you can find and dive into this rich teaching by Derek Prince.

Just a few more words of encouragement. Prepare yourself 

to feed sumptuously on some of the most life-transforming 

practical teaching you may have ever found. Prepare your 

heart to sing for joy as you free yourself from the chains and 

vestiges of religious legalism. Prepare your mind and spirit 

to enter into newfound life and liberation as you absorb and 

apply practical impacts of the grace of God upon your life.

Our hope and prayer is that by the time you finish By Grace 

Alone, you will have arrived at new heights and landmarks 
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in your spiritual journey—and that you will be inspired to 

climb even farther and higher.

Derek Prince, a rather experienced spiritual climber him-

self, would have wanted it that way.

—The International Publishing Team 

of Derek Prince Ministries
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1

The Two Ways 
to righteousness

Do you have problems that seem to have no logical solutions? 

Do you struggle unsuccessfully to make headway in your 

walk of faith? Do you wonder sometimes just what is right 

and what is wrong in God’s eyes?

What I am going to tell you may surprise you, but I feel 

quite certain that there is an answer for you, and it has to 

do with one of the most important teachings of the Bible. 

Over the years I have become convinced that Christians fail 

to live the kind of lives God wants us to live, or enjoy the 

salvation that He has provided, because we are unclear in our 

understanding of this vital teaching.

What is it? It is the relationship between law and grace. 

Many of the problems Christians experience relate directly 
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to their understanding—or misunderstanding—of these two 

paths to righteousness. Yet, consider the emphasis the Bible 

places upon it. One entire epistle (or letter) of Paul—the 

epistle to the Galatians—is devoted to this subject. In its 

six chapters the phrase the law occurs 28 times. Apart from 

Galatians there are at least 27 other chapters in the New 

Testament that touch on the relationship between law and 

grace. In other words, law vs. grace is one of the major themes 

of New Testament teaching.

Yet very few believers understand this. They try one path, 

then the other, then perhaps try to straddle the two, having 

no clear picture of the distinctions.

Let’s begin our study with some basic definitions. Then we 

will look briefly at the opening and closing pages of the Bible, 

and see how law and grace span the millennia. But this is not 

simply an exercise in Bible education. This theme of law vs. 

grace has indescribable impact on our lives, particularly as 

we turn to face the end of the ages.

What you are about to read in this book, properly under-

stood, has the potential to change your life for the good from 

this point onward. In simple terms, it can enable you to find 

true freedom and to purge the deadly power of legalism from 

your life.

What Is Law?

In our study, the word law refers to religious law. Our teach-

ing does not apply to secular or civil law, which is a means 

of preserving social order. Secular or civil law is a necessity; 


