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Introduction

One of the simplest commandments Jesus ever gave can be 
stated in two words, “Be perfect.” This command is simple 
in number of words but certainly not so simple to carry 

out—just two direct words, “Be perfect.”
In addition, Jesus didn’t say try to be perfect, He said be perfect. 

He never told us to try to obey any of His commandments. He never 
said try to love your enemies; He said love your enemies. Why? 
Because He knew if we were to rely on our own ability to be perfect, 
we might as well give up in frustration and failure. It is impossible.

Where Grace Begins
You see, the requirements of the New Testament are all based on 

the grace of God—grace which is made available to us through Jesus 
Christ. I have made this statement many times and I will say it again: 
Grace begins where human ability ends. When we can do something 
in our own strength, our own wisdom or our own righteousness, we 
don’t need God’s grace. But when we come to the end of the best we 
can do, we come to the beginning of grace.

God says, “My grace is sufficient” (2 Corinthians 12:9). Do you 
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believe that? Do you really believe His grace is sufficient? Do you 
believe it will enable you to do anything He has told you to do?

In this booklet we will learn that it is only by grace that we can 
obey Jesus’ simple command. It is only by grace that we can “Be 
perfect.”
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Chapter 1

What Does It Mean  
to “Be perfect”?

To begin our study, let’s look at the actual words of Jesus. In 
the Sermon on the Mount He says:

“Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father 
in heaven is perfect.” Matthew 5:48

Many people have tried to explain the word perfect in a way that 
is different from its true meaning. But the standard that is set for us 
in this Scripture eliminates any doubt as to what Jesus was saying; 
we are to be as perfect as our Father in heaven is perfect.

If we consider this command in the context of a few earlier verses, 
it indicates two truths. First of all, perfection in this sense means 
dealing rightly—not just with some people, but with everybody. 
And secondly, it is summed up in one word—love. Perfection and 
love cannot be separated.
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Let’s read the preceding statements Jesus made in Matthew 5, 
beginning with verse 43:

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love 
your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to 
those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully 
use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your 
Father in heaven; For He makes His sun rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the 
unjust.”  
  verses 43–45

Let me ask you: Do you take that seriously? You see, God is 
perfect in His dealings with everybody: with the wicked people and 
with good people. He is perfect in every attitude and relationship.

“For if you love those who love you, what reward have 
you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if 
you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than 
others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? Therefore 
you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is 
perfect.” verses 46–48

To grasp the meaning of perfection, I find it helpful to think 
of the example of a circle. Circles come in all sizes, all dimensions, 
all diameters. But no matter how small a circle is, it can still be a 
perfect circle. In this picture, I see God as the great perfect circle 
that encompasses the universe. We do not have the same greatness 
or power to encompass the universe, but each of us, in our own 


